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Review 


An     Insurance     Journal     and     Directory 
IN    ITS     FORTY. FOURTH     YEAR 

San   Francisco:      Merchants    Exchange   Building 


The  Only  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West 


INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Publishers 


Marine  Decision 

Washington  Fire  Decision 

An  Interinsurer's  Cheeky  Letter 

Conclusion  of  Pive-Year  Coast  and  San  Francisco  Figures 

Happenings  Years  Ago 

Life  Insurance  a  Savings  Plan 

Lloyds  of  London 

Blue  Gooses  Will  Fly  to  Francisco 

High  Coast  Loss  Ratios 

Life  and  Casualty  Companies  Retired 

Stock  and  Mutuals  Retired 

Inter-Insurers  Retired 

American  Central  Makes  Advantageous  Arrangement 

Oregon  Mutual  Levies  40  Percent  Assessment 

$1,000  Arson  Rev^/ards 

Life  Companies  Generally  Did  Well  In  1914 

Dwelling  Losses  Many  and  High 


Circulating  Extensively  iu  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


^: 


Price  25  Cents 
$3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan,  China  and 
Australasia 


Jl 


TKe    Great    Fire    Insvirance    Company    of    tKe    W^orld 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,263,846.95 


Established  1836 


Entered  U.S.    1848 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  31st  of  December.  1913  .  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  is  as  follows : 

Assets *  1 4,263,846.95 

Liabilities 9.632,630.05 


Excess  of 
Expenditure.    Expenditure. 
$5,122,653         $1,958,752 
4.484.999  751.898 


Surplus $  4,631.216.90 

As  an  Illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  Policyholders: 

Assets  at 
year.  Ist.hinuary.  Income. 

871 $3,054,361         $3,163,901 

872 3.640,450  3.733.101 

1873 4.163.290 

Thus  showing  Excess  OF  Expenditure  in  the  nvo  years  of ' $2,710,650 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 1.110.929 

*.  ,?,P?rjv^Fo^4^<,  ^?  '^^^  UNITED  STATES  BK.\XCH.-Net  fire  premiums:  1848.  $4,519-.  1858.  $471,988;  1868. 
$1,739,620:  1878,  $2,422,126    1888.  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422;  1908.  $7,427,617;  1913,  $8,907,895.07 

i"*^'»  .'Vi^T^^n/fr.""^"""'  P**'*^  '"  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  66  years  ex- 
ceeds $137,000,000.  This  large  sum  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the 
conhdence  ot  the  public  and  the  faithfulness  with  wliich  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled. 


Pacific  Department  Established  1852 
In  Conipani/'8  Xeir  Building 
444  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

Speciat    Agents : 

R.  G.  BRUSH  R    n.  ROUNTREK  HARRISON  HOUSEWORTH 

W.H.  RAYMOND  CHESTER  S.  MYRICK  F.E.ATKINS 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manager 

THOS.  H.  ANDERSON,  Asst    Manager 


LOGAN  B.  CHANDLER 

GEO.  J.  JAKES 
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Conflagration-Proof  Insurance 


Losses  paid  to  date,  -         -  over  $166,000,000 


R^anC  DEPARTMENT 
GERMAN  i       k   PHOENIX 

American- MJ^M    "'HAmfOf^ 

(3ERMAN  ^^mFP^^^^ 

Alliance-  ^^^^?^   IJnderwrito» 


EQUITABLE  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Col 
Geo.  H  Tyson  General  Agent. 

Herbert  folcer.  asst.QenlA6£« 
SAN  FRANCISCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets  Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  ever;^  City,  town  or  Village 


a 
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Representing 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  Ne-w  "VorK 

You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  **oldest  company  in  America**  mean 
certain  success  for  you.  , 


For  Terms  to  Producing  Agents,  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice-president 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


GENERAL 

The  national  birth  rate  is  now  32.1 
per  thousand  as  against  a  death  rate 
of  17.4.  By  making  conditions  in 
social  life  even  more  conducive  to  the 
raising  of  children,  sellers  of  apparel 
and  other  commodities  bought  for 
children  could  increase  their  business 
profitably. 

Jean  Henri  Fabre,  of  France,  is  at 
the  present  moment  the  most  famous 
scientist  in  the  world. 

He  is  90  years  old,  but  it  is  only  two 
years  since  he  was  "discovered" — even 
in  his  own  country. 

Fabre  had  the  goods  all  these  years, 
all  he  needed  was  advertising. 

He  says  that  insects  are  not  conscious 
of  their  industry,  that  their  external 
functions  work  on  the  same  principles 


as  their  internal  functions;  that  they 
build,  sting,  hunt,  spin,  as  naturally 
as  they  digest  food,  and  always  with- 
out knowing  anytljing  about  the  means 
or  the  goal. 

LIFE 

The  Metropolitan  Life  now  writes 
industrial  policies  on  infants  as  soon 
as  born,  but  if  death  occurs  during  the 
first  year,  only  the  premium  plus  3^ 
p>ercent  interest  is  paid  as  a  benefit. 

The  Metropolitan's  Pacific  home 
office  building  will,  with  its  new  wings, 
be  much  finer  than  before.  The  com- 
pany's Coast  business  is  growing. 

AUTOMOBILE 

The  Home  of  New  York  and  the  F, 
&  D.  of  Baltimore  are  now  issuing  a 
joint  automobile  policy. 
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INCORPORATED   1861 

The  California  Insurance  Company 

Cash  Capital,  ....  $400,000  OO 
Net  Surplus,  ....  191,636  OO 
Total  Assets,      .      .      .       1,141,200  OO 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  President  W.  E.  DEAN,  Viee-President 

GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary  J.  W.  WARNER,  Assistant  Secretary 

HOME  OFFICE :     Company's  Building.  550-558  Sacramento   St. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL 

Sped  at  Agents  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  Seattle     LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles     B.  A.  SIFFORD,  Portland 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  witiiout  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  tlie  rate  of  "  Dollar  for  Dollar." 

Eastern  Department,  Philadelphia,  FRANK  C.  STURTEVANT.  Manager. 

Middle  East  Department,  Pittsburg,  LOGUE  BROS.  &  CO.,  Gen'l  Agts. 


London  &  Lancashire  Fire  Ins.  Co.  Ltd. 

Of  LIVERPOOL,    ENGLAND 

INCORPORATED   1861 

Capital  Subscribed  and  on  Call,      .     .     .      $23,211,180.00 
Total  Available  Assets, 35,096,835.00 

Pacific  Department,  332  Pine  Street,  :        San  Francisco 

SAM    B.    STOY,    Manager 

GEO.  ORMOND  SMITH.  Agency  Superintendent,  San  Francisco 
W.  B.  HOPKINS,  Local  Secretary,  San  Francisco 
J.  P.  YATES,  Agency  Superintendent,  Los  Angeles 

SPECIAL  AGENTS— Geo.  T.  Richmond,  San  Francisco;  N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr,,  Salt  Lake;  W.  W. 
Gilmore,  Sacramento:  G.  L.  Goodell,  Portland;  J.  P.  Hague,  Los  Angeles;  D.  H.  Parry, 
Seattle;   N.  Gardner,   Denver. 

The  "London  &  Lancashire"  is  a  staunch    supporter  of  the  agency   system  and  does  not  write 
over  the  heads  of  its  representatives 
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pacific  Coast 
f'asualty  Company 


EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR— AUTOMOBILE— PERSONAL  AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 

SAN    FRANCISCO 


GENERAL 

Every  day  a  new  reason  is  advanced 
for  the  war  in  Yurup. 

Mexico  now  has  only  three  general 
governments  and  300  generals. 

Wm.  Greer  Harrison,  79,  led  the 
annual  4-inile  New  Year  hike  and  dip 
in  the  ocean  at  San  Francisco. 

In  this  country  motor  busses  cost 
about  25  cts  per  mile  to  operate,  while 
electric  street  cars  cost  about  45 .  What 
will  be  the  effect  of  this  difference  on 
street  car  stocks  and  bonds  and  fre- 
quency of  service  and  suburban  lines? 
The  street  car  lines  pave  and  repair 
20  feet  wide  of  the  street;  the  motor 
busses  pave  nothing.  The  street  car 
lines  lost  $50,000  a  mile;  the  motor 
bus  lines  cost  nothing,  being  paid  for 
by  property-owners. 


BANKERS  UFE  COMPANY 


DES  MOINIIS,  IOWA 

Organized  1879 


Insurance  Issued  and  Restored, 

1913  {Paid  for)  -         -  $60,907,000.00 


Increase  in  Admitted  Assets 
for  Year 


ERNEST  E.  CLARK, 


$    2,630,411,43 


President 
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The 


Pennsyl 


vania 


Fire  Insurance   Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,  1914,   $8,002,962.21 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1914,    3,076,053.39 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
201    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,   Manager 
S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW,  " 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell     C.  V.  McCarthy    F.  A.  Lathrop 


New  Version  of  an  Old   Story 

Jones,  according  to  Colonel  Mitchell, 
of  Binghamton,  was  on  his  last  legs, 
so  he  sent  for  a  minister,  a  doctor,  and 
a  lawyer,  and  told  them  that  if  they 
each  put  $100  in  his  coffin  he  would 
leave  them  each  $5,000  in  his  will. 
He  died  shortly  after,  and  the  day  he 
was  buried  the  minister  met  the  doctor 
and  asked  him  if  he  had  put  his  $100 
in  the  casket.  "I  did,"  said  the  doc- 
tor. "In  what  form  did  you  put 
yours  in?  "  "In  five  $20  gold  pieces. ' ' 
"Well,  you'll  get  your  $5,000."  "How 
did  you  put  yours  in?"  "I  put  in  a 
crisp  new  SlOO  bill."  "Well,  you'll 
get  your  $5,000,  too." 

Just  then  they  saw  the  lawyer  across 
the  street.  They  called  him  over  and 
asked  him  in  what  form  he  put  his 
$100  in  the  casket.  "I  put  in  my 
check  for  $300  and  took  out  the 
change,"  said  the  man  of  the  law. 


TKe 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
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'An  agent  is  known  by  the  companies  he  keeps." 
CONTINENTAL     INSIRANCE    COMPANY 

OF   NEW   YORK 

The  best  company  for  a  policy- 
holder is  the  best  company 
for  an  agent.  , 

HENRY  EVANS,  President 


Home  Office: 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


Western  Office: 
332  Soath  LaSalle    Street.  Chicago 


FIDELITY-PHENIX    FIRE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

OF  NEW    YORK 

The  assured  places  the  responsibility 
on  the  aKeiit;  a  Fidelity-Phenix 
policy  relieves  him  of  it. 

HENRY   EVANS,  President 

Western  Office: 
137  South   LaSalle  Street,  Chicago 


Home  Office: 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


FIDELITY  (FIRE)  LNDERWRITERS 

OF   NEW   YORK 

Combine  the  assets  of  two  of  the 
largest  companies  with  the  highest 
sense  of  liberality  and  fairness. 


Combined  Assets,  $42,586,574 

Home  Office: 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


Policyholders'  Surplus,  $23,743,555 

Western  Office: 
332  South  LaSalle  Street,  Chicago 


Union  Assurance  Society 

Limited 

OF     LONDON 

Instituted  during  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  A.  D.  1714 


La^v  Union  &?  Rock 

Insurance  Company 


Limited 
OF  LONDON 


FOUNDED   AD.   1806 

PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT 
Insurance  Exchangre.  -  .  -  San  Francisco 

HARRY    H.    SMITH,    Manager 

EDW.  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  .  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:      F.  A.  STAHL.  San   Francisco:  F.   F.   RICHARDS.    Los  Angeles: 

W.  .1.  KULP,  Denver,  Colo.;        M.   B.  BOOTIIBY.   Portland.  Ore. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 


GENERAL 

General   Prosperity 

General  prosperity  begins  with  the 
individual. 

It  is  in  all  of  us  paying  our  bills 
promptly- -even  unto  the  least  indi- 
vidual and  the  least  amount. 

General  prosperity  is  not  in  saving 
money  so  much  as  it  is  in  using  it  for 
the  payment  of  our  bills  when  due; 
first  in  only  buying  the  necessities  of 
life,  then  the  comforts,  then  the  luxur- 
ies, paying  prompt!}^  for  each,  and 
finally  saving  something  as  a  contin- 
gent fund. 

It  is  the  reverse  order  of  this  rule  of 
expenditure  that  causes  general  de- 
pression, and  very  far  back,  too,  in  the 
system  of  supplying  one  another's 
wants — the  fellow,  for  instance,  who 
spends  his  cash  on  picture  shows  and 
keeps  his  grocer  waiting. 

General  posperity  is  not  only  i  n 
paying  our  bills  promptly,  but  in  edu- 
cating the  fellow  owing  us  to  pay  his, 
each  of  us  and  the  smallest  of  us,  even 
unto  the  farmer  who  has  the  price  of 
a  basket  of  eggs  due  him  from  a  city 
dweller. 

And  this  rule  for  general  prosperity 
is  no  respecter  of  the  size  of  business; 
for  the  law  is  universal.  It  is  the 
practice  of  most  of  us  to  pay  the  little 
fellow  and  let  the  big  ones  wait,  but 
all  business,  large  and  small,  have 
obligations  to  meet  in  proportion  to 
their  business  volume;  the  big  con- 
cern is  just  as  hard  up  by  reason  of 
past-due  accounts  as  the  individual 
wnth  only  one  dollar  to  rub  against 
another. — Cottrell's  Magazine. 

California.— The  tax  rate  in  Alameda 
is  $2.96,  in  Berkeley  $3.48,  Oakland 
«3,o2,  San  Francisco  $2,29. 


The  spirit,  good  or  evil,  comes  from 
all — the  humblest  of  the  mass  workers 
and  those  in  highest  of  skilled  services, 
mostly  from  the  humblest;  for  they 
are  in  the  majority.  To  reform  the 
system  from  evil  to  good  it  is  up  to 
the  leaders  to  actually  lead  the  follow- 
ers— to  do  for  the  followers  that  which 
they  are  not  able  to  do  for  themselves. 

Business  is  just  awakening  to  the 
fact  that  new  markets  cau  be  created 
by  bettering  the  conditions  under 
which  we  live.^ — Exchange. 

IN  E  W 
Pacific  Fire  Record 

For  MANAGERS 

GENERAL   AGENTS 
STATE  AGENTS 
COMPANIES 
ADJUSTERS 

TERMS    VERY    REASONABLE 

$1,  $2,  $3,  per  month 
according  to  territory 

In  this  Record  you  do  not  have  to  hunt 

through  a  bushel  of  chaff  for 

a  grain  of  w^heat 

Reports  Are  Invited  and  will  be  treated 
in  Strict  Confidence 

COAST  REVIEW.  PUBLISHER 
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ro<:z>00<=>00<=>CO<==>CO<:z>0: 


:0<i:>00<z>00< 


>00< 


>00<=>01 


'THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY  OF  AMERICA/' 

Incorporated    1819 

Cash  Capital  .,t.'Q  M^^^iaMtk^^  Cash  Assets  Now 


$5,000,000.00 

Net  Surplus 

$6,909,389.89 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,909,389.89 


$22,481,250.34 

Losses  Paid 

in 

95  Years 

$138,501,348.36 


All  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  H.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Main  Office,    301    California  Street 
SAN    FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS 

J.  A.  MURPHY,  General  Adjuster 
H.E.  O'BRIEN        G.E.  TOWNSEND.       H.  F.  MILLS-,      G.  S.  MARINER.      E.  V.  CULVER.       FRED  H.  ROAD 

This  Company  has  absolutely  no  connection  with  any  other  corporation 
bearing  the  name  of  ^tna. 

MARINE  AlVD  AUTOMOBII^E  DEPARTMENTS 

E.  S.  LIVINGSTON.  Marine  Superintendent  325  CALIFORNIA  STREET 


O«cz>00<z»0<cz>00<=>00<:^>0: 


:()<z>0()<r=>00<:=>0()<z>00<cz>0 


HARTFORD  FIRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,    MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 


Assets,  January  1,1914, 
Surplus  to  Policyholders, 


$26  525,973  85 
10,048,522  13 


DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND,  Assistant  General  Agent 

430  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


City  and  ]\rariiie  Department 
441  CALIFORNIA  ST. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E.  DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 

C.  E.  MILLER,  Salt  Lake  City.   Utah 
NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane,  Wash. 
P.  H.  GRIFFITH,  Los  Angeles,   Cat. 
ERNEST  E.  PRICE,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


J.  J.  DENNIS,  Portland,  Ore. 

MILTON  E.  SPAULDING,  San  Francisco,  Cah 

ROBERT  E.  DOLLARD,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

W.  S.  DENNIS,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

L.  H.  EARLE,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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INSURANCE 

Subscription,  |3  a  Year  In  the  44th  Year  Foreign,  $3.50 

Office  1103  Merchants  Exchange 

Volume  88  San  Francisco,    California,   U.  S.  A.  Number  One 

Entered  at  San  Francisco  Postoffice  as  second-class  mail  matter 


The  Coast  Review  wishes  all  its  readers  a  pros- 
perous year — which  is  always  a  happy  one. 

%x 

Prosperity  rewards  work,  savings  and  judgment. 
The  people  of  this  Coast  and  this  Nation  need 
expect  no  prosperity  unless  they  work  for  it,  save 
tor  it  and  exercise  good  judgment  in  their  under- 
takings. 

n 

This  year  was  born  on  Friday  and  will  die  on 
Friday. 

The  government  can  never  do  anything  as  cheaply 
as  corporations  or  persons  can. 

n 

Something  must  be  ventured,  hope  must  be  enter- 
tained, and  faith  must  exist.  There  are  good 
grounds  for  hope  and  faith,  and  there  are  oppor- 
tunities for  ventures  which  appeal  to  good  business 
men.  Neither  war  nor  tariff  effects  will  lessen 
human  needs  nor  the  services  of  talent  and 
money.  The  only  thing  that  seriously  hurts 
business  is  our  inability,  as  a  people,  to  quickly 
adjust  ourselves  to  new  and  inevitable  conditions. 

%x 

The  man  who  saves  no  money  is  a  pauper  and 
the  making  of  a  socialist. 

XX 

The  New  York  industrial  commission  has  to 
consider  about  700  compensation  claims  every 
working  day. 

XX 

The  total  of  American  insurance  premiums, 
including  fraternal  and  business  societies,  is 
$100,000,000  a  month. 


When  an  old  man  doesn'  t  play  golf,  it  is  pityingly 
said  of  him.   He's  too  old. 

tt 
The  honey    of  the   new    1915    has   some   of  its 
sweetness  stolen  by  the  fly   legislatures.     On  this 
Coast  they  are  all  in  session. 

There  are  61  California  "companies,"  including 
2  life  assessments,  2  accident  and  health  assess- 
ments, 1  fire  mutual,  22  county  fire  mutuals,  6 
interinsurance  associations,  and  8  title   companies. 

XX 

If  you  like  to  wear  out  your  old  clothes,  buy  a 
ranch.     It  is  expensive  but  it  does  the  work. 

XX 

Life  companies  operating  in  California  in  thirty 
years  have  received  $213,000,000  premiums  and 
paid  §105,000,000  "losses"  and  expenses. 
About  $85,000,000  has  been  invested  in  the 
East  and  in  transcontinental  railways. 

XX 

The  latest  dictionary  has  no  "pep"  in  it. 

XX 

Fire  underwriters  scarce  know  which  is  worse — 
taxes  or  Texas,  which  is  state  rated  and  has 
about  an  80  percent  loss  ratio. 

XX 

Study  annual  statements,  for  they  are  full  of 
meaning. 

XX 

If  "knocking"  hurts  business,  then  "boosting" 
surely  helps  it. 

XX 

United  States  should  cultivate  trade  with  the 
Latins  of  this  half-sphere. 
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Arson:    Building    Misdescribed    in    Policy 

Under  Cr.  Code,  §  14,  relative  to  burning 
property  with  intent  to  injure  an  insurance 
company,  held,  that  it  was  immaterial  that 
insurance  policy  misdescribed  the  location 
of  the  insured  building. — People  v.  Novick, 
107  ]S^.  E.  13S. 


Insolvent  Company    Cannot    Demand 
Return  of  Commissions 

Where  a  tire  company  became  insolvent, 
it  could  not  demand  a  return  of  a  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  commissions  paid  the 
agents.  It  could  not  demand  a  return  of  a 
proportionate  part  of  the  commissions  paid 
the  agent;  hence  no  such  deductions  could 
be  made  from  claims  for  unearned  premiums 
assigned  to  the  agents. — T.  T.  Hay  &  Bro. 
V.  Union  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  83  S.  E.  241. 


Bill  of  Particulars 

In  an  action  on  a  tire  policy,  plaintiff  can 
not  complain  of  an  order  requiring  him  to 
serve  a  bill  of  particulars  as  to  the  property 
destroyed.  —  Horwitz  v.  North  British  »& 
Mercantile  Ins.  Co.  of  London  &  Edinburgh, 
150  N.  Y.  S.  875. 


Punctuation 

All  early  manuscripts  were  unpunctuated. 
Meaning  thereof  is  therefore  not  always 
certain. 

It  is  like  the  pastor  who  at  a  prayer  meet- 
ing read  by  request  this: 

A  sailor  going  to  sea  his  mother-in-law 
desires  the  prayers  of  the  congregation  for 
his  safe  return  to  wife  and  child. 


Investments 

The  investor  need  not  feel  sure  that  an 
investment  is  safe  because  the  interest  or 
dividend  is  low,  nor  sure  that  the  invest- 
ment is  unsafe  or  in  any  way  undesira1)le 
because  interest  or  dividend  is  high.  Con- 
ditions which  determine  profits  are  always 
uncertain. 


Burglaries  Are  Many 

In  all  the  larger  Coast  cities  there  are 
many,  many  burglaries  reported.  Nothing 
like  it  was  ever  before  known.  It  is  possible 
that  the  great  fair  is  attracting  burglars, 
hold-ups  and  the  thievish  gentry  generally. 
Just  how  the  burglary  insurers  are  faring 
may  be  shown  later. 


A  San  Francisco  Burglary  Claim 

Paul  Ernis  Rink,  known  also  as  Paul 
Reingul,  owner  of  house  at  626  29  Ave.,  San 
Francisco,  reported  a  burglary  at  two 
o'clock,  December  23.  Rink  claimed  the 
loss  of  jewelry,  point  lace,  etc.,  amounting 
to  11,720.  This  was  the  loss  he  reported  to 
the  police.  Later  he  reported  to  the  small 
casualty  co'y,  the  Midland  —  that  his  loss 
was  $4,765.  About  a  week  before  he  took 
out  burglary  insurance  with  this  company 
in  the  sum  of  $4,000.  Some  months  pre- 
viously he  had  taken  out  |)20,000  accident 
insurance  in  the  same  company.  He  had 
an  accident  and  collected  $385  benefits,  or 
$95  more  than  the  amount  of  his  premiums. 
The  accident  company  is  investigating  this 
last  loss. 

Rink  bought  an  automobile  for  $1,876  and 
then  insured  it  for  $1,600.  A  few  days 
before  the  policy  expired,  the  automobile 
burned  on  the  road.  Rink  says  he  had  the 
fire  about  put  out  when  he  said  he  remem- 
bered there  was  a  loaded  revolver  under  the 
seat.     He  then  fled. 

The  salvage  was  $25.  The  insurance  com- 
pany paid  the  loss. 


A  policy  describing  the  building  insured 
as  situated  "on  the  *  *  *  turnpike, 
Sissonville,  W.  Ya.,"  may  mean  property 
which  is  either  "near  to"  or  "in"  Sisson- 
ville. 


Will  the  Beneficial   Life   continue   as  an 
ordinary  company  ? 


After  paying  $18,200,000  ($455  a  share) 
to  the  stockholders  for  the  capital  stock,  the 
Prudential  will  have  say  $16,000,000,  or 
perhaps  $20,000,000,  surplus  for  security 
and  the  liberal  conduct  of  its  business. 
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Insurance  in  State  and    Federal  Courts 

OUR    BEST    DIGEST    OF    RECENT    DECISIONS 


MARINE   Insurance  in  Court 

Federal — Canton  Ins.  Office,  Limited,  et.  al. 
V.  Independent  Transp.  Co.  et.  al.,  217 
Fed.  Rep.  218 

Construction  of  Contract 

A  court  should  give  to  a  written  conti-act 
that  reasonable  construction  which  it  is  to 
be  assumed  intelligent  business  men  would 
give  it,  and  such  rule  applies  to  contracts 
of  insurance  equally  w'ith  other  contracts. 
Avoidance  for  Breach  of  Warranty 

Time  policies  of  insurance  on  a  vessel 
contained  a  provision  written  on  the  margin: 
"Vessel  warranted  employed  in  the  general 
passenger  and  freighting  business  on  Puget 
Sound  within  a  radius  of  thirty  miles  from 
Seattle."  Operation  of  the  vessel  was  dis- 
continued, and  four  months  afterwards, 
while  moored  in  a  river  with  no  watchman 
on  board,  she  filled  and  sank  from  some 
unknown  cause.  Held,  that  such  warranty, 
given  a  reasonable  construction,  was  that 
she  would  continue  in  the  employment 
specified  during  the  term  of  the  policies, 
and  that,  when  she  departed  from  it  for 
such  length  of  time  and  was  taken  from  the 
Sound,  they  became  void. 

Usage  of  the  Business 

While  an  insurance  contract  must  be  con- 
strued with  reference  to  the  generally 
established  usages  and  customs  of  the  busi- 
ness, the  words  used  are  to  be  understood 
in  their  ordinary  and  popular  sense,  unless 
they  have  a  different  meaning  by  some 
definite  usage  brought  home  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  parties  to  be  affected  or  so 
general  and  well  established  that  their 
knowledge  of  it  may  be  presumed. 

It  is  urged  that  the  words  of  the  warranty 
do  not  necessarily  mean  what  they  purport 
to  say,  but  that  another  meaning  may  be 
found  in  them,  and  the  rule  is  invoked  that, 
where  a  provision  of  a  policy  of  insurance 
is  ambiguous,  it  is  to  be  construed  in  the 
sense  most  favor-able  to  the   assured,    since 


the  instrument  is  prepared  by  the  insurer, 
and  it  is  contended  that  the  warranty  first 
above  quoted  may  be  construed  to  mean 
that  the  vessel,  at  the  particular  time  of 
taking  out  the  policy,  was  warranted  to  be 
engaged  in  the  passenger  and  freighting 
business  on  the  waters  of  Puget  Sound 
within  a  radius  of  30  miles  from  Seattle, 
or  that  she  had  prior  thereto  been  so 
engaged.  To  this  it  is  to  be  said  that  such 
a  warranty  would  be  of  no  value  to  either 
party  to  the  insurance  contract.  It  would 
not  in  any  way  affect  the  risk,  and  it  is  not 
conceivable  that  such  a  representation 
would  have  been  embodied  in  the  form  of 
warranty.  If  it  had  been  the  intention  to 
specify  the  business  in  which  the  steamer 
was  or  had  been  engaged,  the  warranty 
would  have  been  that  the  vessel  "is  now 
carrying  passengers  between  Seattle  and 
Alki  Point."  The  construction  contended 
for  by  the  appellee  would  be  strained, 
unnatural,  and  unreasonable.  By  a  like 
process  of  reasoning,  most,  if  not  all, 
warranties  could  be  explained  away.  Thus 
the  warranty  "no  lime  under  deck"  might 
be  said  to  mean  that  there  never  had  been 
lime  below  the  deck,  and  the  warranty  "no 
St.  Lawrence,"  construed  in  Birrell  v. 
Dryer,  above  cited,  might  be  construed  to 
mean  that  the  vessel  was  not  then  navi- 
gating or  had  not  navigated  the  waters  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  warranty  con- 
strued in  Kirk  v.  Home  Ins.  Co.,  92  App. 
Div.  26,  86  N.  Y.  Supp.  980,  "warranted 
confined  to  the  use  and  navigation  of  the 
waters  of  New  Haven  Harbor,  and  adjacent 
inland  waters,"  could  be  explained  to  mean 
only  that  the  vessel  was  warranted  to  have 
been  theretofore  confined  to  the  use  of  those 
waters.  In  Birrell  v.  Dryer,  the  policy  con- 
tained the  words  "warranted  no  St.  Law- 
rence between  the  1st  of  October  and  1st  of 
April."  It  was  held  that  there  was  no 
ambiguity  or  uncertainty  in  tliese  words 
surticient  to  prevent  the  application  of   the 
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ordinary  rules  of  construction,  and  that, 
according  to  those  rules,  the  whole  St. 
Lawrence  navigation,  both  gulf  and  river, 
was  within  the  fair  and  natural  meaning  of 
those  negative  words.  Lord  "Watson,  dis- 
cussing the  contention  that  the  words  "no 
St.  Lawrence"  were  ambiguous  and  must 
be  applied  to  the  river  only,  because  under- 
writers are  the  proferentes  with  regard  to  a 
policy  of  insurance,  said : 

"That  the  underwriters  may  be  rightly 
held  to  be  the  proferentes  with  regard  to 
many  conditions  in  a  policy,  I  do  not  doubt; 
whether  they  ought  to  be  so  held  depends, 
in  each  case,  upon  the  character  and  sub- 
stance of  the  condition.  In  the  present 
case  there  are  many  considerations  which 
lead  to  the  inference  that  the  clause  in 
question  is  not  one  constructed  and  inserted 
by  the  appellants  alone,  and  for  their  own 
protection  merely.  It  was,  in  point  of  fact, 
inserted  in  the  contract  by  the  agent  of  the 
respondents;  and  it  is  in  form  a  warranty 
by  them  that  their  vessel  will  not  be  navi- 
gated in  certain  waters,  a  matter  which  it 
was  entirely  within  their  power  to  regulate. 
These  considerations  point  rather  to  the 
respondents  themselves  being  the  profer- 
entes; but  I  think  the  substance  of  the 
warranty  must  be  looked  to;  and  that  in 
substance  its  authorship  is  attributable  to 
both  parties  alike.  The  main  ol)ject  of  the 
clause  is  to  define  the  limits  within  which 
the  vessel  is  to  be  kept  whilst  she  is  navi- 
gated under  the  policy;  and  that  appears  to 
me  to  be  as  much  the  concern  of  the  ship- 
owner as  of  the  underwriters." 

In  Kirk  v.  Home  Ins.  Co.,  92  App.  Uiv. 
26,  86  N.  Y.  Supp.  980,  the  policy  contained 
the  provision  "warranted  confined  to  the 
use  and  navigation  of  the  waters  of  New 
Haven  Harbor  and  adjacent  inland  waters." 
The  loss  occurred  while  the  dredge  so  insured 
was  in  inland  water  adjacent  to  Bridgeport 
Harbor,  17  miles  from  Xew  Haven  Harbor. 
The  court  held  that  thereby  the  policy  was 
avoided.  Answering  the  objection  that  the 
language  of  the  policy  must  be  construed 
strictly  against  the  insurer,  the  court  said: 
"But  we  must,  in  reason,  assume  that 
the  plaintiffs  made   the    statement    as    to 


where  the  dredge  was  to  be  used;  and  it  is 
as  probable  that  the  phrase  in  question  was 
tiieir  language  as  that  it  was  the  defendant's. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  rule  that 
the  jjolicy  must  be  construed  most  strictly 
against  the  insurer  does  not  apply" — citing 
London  Assurance  Corp.  v.  Thompson,  170 
N.  Y.  94,  62  X.  E.  1066. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  was 
breacii  of  the  warranty  in  two  particulars: 
First,  in  that  the  insured  vessel  was  taken 
out  of  the  permitted  waters,  the  waters  of 
Puget  Sound;  second,  in  that  her  employ- 
ment of  carrying  freight  or  passengers  came 
to  an  end  when  she  was  anchored  for  the 
winter  in  the  Duwamisb  river.  We  can  not 
yield  to  the  appellee's  contention  that  the 
waters  of  a  river  which  flow  into  Puget 
Sound  are  Maters  of  Puget  Sound.  In  Has- 
torf  V.  Greenwich  Ins.  Co.  (D.  C.)  132  Fed. 
122,  the  policy  insuring  a  scow  contained 
the  following  provision: 

"Warranted  by  the  assured  to  be  em- 
ployed exclusively  in  the  freighting  busi- 
ness, and  to  navigate  only  the  waters  of  the 
bay  and  harbor  of  Xew  York,  the  Xorth 
and  East  rivers,  and  inland  waters  of  New 
Jersey."  It  was  held  that  "North  river" 
could  not  be  extended  by  construction  to 
include  tributaries  of  the  Hudson  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  that  there  could 
be  no  recovery  under  the  policy  for  injury 
to  the  scow  received  while  she  was  lying  at 
a  dock  in  Rondout  creek,  2^  miles  from  the 
Hudson.     Said  the  court: 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Eondout 
creek  is  a  difterent  body  of  water  from  tiie 
North,  or  Hudson,  river,  and  that  the 
language  used  does  not  in  terms  cover  the 
locality  in  which  this  accident  happened." 

Lloyds  and  a  War  Policy  on    Lumber 

Judgment  was  delivered  on  Monday  in 
the  action  brought  by  Mitsui  and  Company, 
timber  merchants,  of  Japan,  London  and 
Antwerp,  against  Mr.  E.  C.  ^Mumford, 
underwriter  at  Lloyds,  under  a  policy  of 
insurance  eflected  on  £13,000  worth  of 
timber  warehoused  at  Antwerp.  Mr.  Justice 
Bailhache  said  the  policy  covered  a  three 
mouths'  risk  of  loss  of  timber  at  Antwerp 
caused  by  war.     Plaintiffs    contended   that 
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they  were  deprived  of  the  possession  of  their 
timber,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  power  of  seUing 
it,  and  that,  therefore,  there  had  been  a 
total,  or  constructive,  loss  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  policy.  The  timber  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  plaintiffs'  agents  mi- 
harmed,  just  as  it  was  before  tiie  war.  The 
plaintiffs  urged  that  what  was  really  insured 
was  the  commercial  venture,  and  that  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  sale  was  equiva- 
lent to  loss.  His  lordship  found  it  impos- 
sible to  apply  the  doctrine  of  destruction 
and  contemplated  venture  to  goods  in  ware- 
houses under  no  contract  of  sale.  The 
plaintiffs  further  saiil  that,  though  the 
timber  had  not  yet  been  seized  by  the 
Germans,  there  was  strong  probability  that 
it  would  be  confiscated  or  commandeered 
l)y  them.  His  lordship  felt  that  he  ought 
not  to  judicially  assume  that  the  Germans 
would  refuse  to  pay  for  the  timber  if  they 
took  it.  He  gave  judgment  for  the  defend- 
ant, with  costs. — The  Policyholder,  Dec.  3. 


FIRE  Insurance  in  Court 

Washington — -  Woods  v.  Insurance  Co.  of 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  144  Pac.  Rep.  650 
Appeal  and  Error — Review — Questions  of  Fact 
Where,  in  an  action  on  an  insurance 
policy  containing  a  clause  making  the  los.s 
payable  to  L.  &  Co.  as  its  interest  migiit 
appear,  though  the  oral  testimony  seemed 
to  preponderate  against  the  trial  court's 
findings  that  insured  represented  to  the 
insurance  agent  that  there  was  no  chattel 
mortgage  on  the  property  and  that  tlie 
interest  of  L.  &  Co.  was  not  that  of  chattel 
mortgagee,  the  policy  was  silent  as  to  the 
interest  of  L.  &  Co.,  it  contained  a  clause 
rendering  it  void  if  tlie  property  was  incum- 
bered by  a  chattel  mortgage  unless  otherwise 
provided  by  agreement,  it  was  stated  in  the 
proofs  of  loss  that  there  was  no  chattel  mort- 
gage on  the  particular  property  in  question 
at  tliat  time,  though  it  appeared  that  tlie 
mortgage  was  then  an  existing  incumbrance 
upon  the  property,  and  the  insurance  agent 
testified  without  contradiction  that  personal 
property  incumbered  by  a  chattel  mortgajze 
was  "absolutely  on  the  prohibitive  list," 
the  findings  would  not  be  disturbed. 


Insurable  Interest — Loss  Payable  to  Party  as  Its 

Interest  May  Appear 
"Where  an  insurance  policy  was  issued  to 
the  X.  Co.  with  a  provision  making  the 
loss,  if  any,  payable  to  L.  &  Co.  as  its 
interest  might  appear,  the  force  of  such  pro- 
vision was  not  dependent  upon  the  existence 
of  an  insurable  interest  in  L.  &  Co.,  as  it 
was  not  its  interest  in  the  property  that  was 
insured,  and  it  was  a  mere  appointee 
entitled  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  the  policy 
in  case  of  loss  as  its  interest  might  appear. 
Forfeiture — Incumbrance — Notice  to  Insurer 
As  an  insurable  interest  in  a  party  is  not 
necessary  to  render  effective  a  provision  of  a 
policy  of  insurance  making  the  loss  payable 
to  it  as  its  interest  may  appear,  such  a  pro- 
vision in  a  policy,  containing  a  provision 
avoiding  it  unless  otherwise  agreed  if  the 
property  was  incumbered  by  a  chattel 
mortgage,  did  not  conclusively  charge  the 
insurer  with  notice  that  the  interest  of  such 
party  was  that  of  a  chattel  mortgagee  on  the 
theory  that  it  could  have  no  other  insurable 
interest  in  property  of  which  it  was  not  the 
owner,  especially  where  there  was  evidence 
that  it  was  not  uncommon  to  make  such  a 
provision  in  favor  of  a  general  unsecured 
creditor  of  the  insured. 

Misrepresentations — Statutory  Provisions 
Laws  1911,  p.  197,  §  34,  providing  that  no 
oral  or  wi  itten  misrepresentation  or  warranty 
made  in  the  negotiation  of  a  contract  or 
policy  of  insurance  shall  be  deemed  material 
or  avoid  the  poli-y  unless  made  with  intent 
to  deceive,  that  the  breach  of  a  warranty  or 
condition  in  any  policy  shall  not  avoid  it 
unless  it  shall  exist  at  the  time  of  the  lo^e 
and  contribute  thereto,  and  that  if  a  loss 
occurs  while  a  breach  of  warranty  contrib- 
uting thereto  exists  the  insured  shall  only  be 
etititled  to  recover  the  amount  of  insurance 
which  the  premium  paid  would  purchase  at 
the  rate  that  would  be  charged  without  the 
warranty,  refers  to  three  conditions  which 
may  affect  the  validity  of  the  policy  or  con- 
trol the  rights  of  the  parties,  and,  where 
insured  in  the  negotiations  before  the  issu- 
ance of  the  policy  made  false  representations 
as  to  the  existence  of  an  incumbrance  with 
intent  to  deceive,   the  other  provisions   of 
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that  section  as  to  a  breach  of  warranty, 
merely  reducing  the  insurance  or  not  defeat- 
ing a  recovery  unless  in  existence  at  the 
time  of  the  loss  and  unless  it  contributes 
thereto,  had  no  application. 

This  is  an  action  to  recover  upon  a  fire 
insurance  policy  for  loss  by  fire  of  the  stock 
of  goods  covered  thereby;  the  plaintiff"  being 
the  assignee  of  the  insured.  A  trial  before 
the  court  without  a  jury  resulted  in  findings 
and  judgment  in  favor  of  the  defendant 
from  which  the  plaintiff'has  appealed.  The 
theory  upon  which  the  trial  court  denied 
recovery  upon  the  policy  is  that  the  National 
Outfitting  Company,  the  insured,  falsely 
and  fraudulently,  with  intent  to  deceive 
defendant,  represented  to  its  agent  that  the 
stock  of  goods  to  be  insured  was  not  incum- 
bered by  a  chattel  mortgage,  when  in  fact 
it  was  so  incumbered,  thus  inducing  the 
defendant  to  issue  the  policy  which  it  would 
not  have  done  under  any  circumstance  had 
it  been  truly  informed  as  to  the  existence  of 
the  chattel  mortgage  incumbrance.  This 
is  also  the  principal  ground  of  respondent's 
defense. 

Judgment  of  the  trial  court  for  defendant 
insui-er  is  affirmed. 


Forfeiture 

A  provision  in  a  policy  tiiat,  if  the  note 
given  for  the  premium  is  not  paid  when  due, 
it  shall  forfeit  the  contract,  is  valid. 

A  provision  in  a  policy  held  to  modify 
forfeiture  clause  in  the  application,  so  that 
notice  to  insured  is  necessary  before  forfeit- 
ure for  default  in  premium  note  can  be 
declared.— 122  P.  134. 

Total  Loss 

Where  a  railroad  car  was  destroyed,  leav- 
ing only  the  trucks  and  steel,  so  damaged 
as  to  be  of  no  use  in  rebuilding  the  car, 
there  is  a  total  loss. 

Where  policy  was  written  and  loss  occurred 
while  Ws  R.  &  Ann.  St.  1903,  were  in 
force,  the  company  was  liable,  on  total  loss, 
for  the  full  amount  of  the  policy.  No 
appraisement  was  necessary. — 122  P.  196. 


Not  Entitled  to  Interest 

Wliere  loss  under  policy  is  payable  to 
mortgagee,  and  insurer  makes  payment  in 
draft  payable  to  mortgagor  and  mortgagee 
jointly,  and  mortgagee  refuses  to  accept 
offer  to  indorse  draft  and  permit  him  to  take 
amount  of  debt,  claiming  that  he  was  the 
owner  of  the  projjerty,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
interest  after  such  refusal. —  122  P.  104. 

Appraisement 

The  total  destruction  of  movable  property 
does  not  annul  a  provision  for  an  appraise- 
ment stating  separately  the  sound  value 
and  the  damage  and  limiting  the  insurer's 
liability  to  the  cash  value  of  the  property  at 
the  time  the  loss  occurs. 

An  agent's  admission  of  the  insurer's 
liability  for  an  amount  less  than  demanded 
in  the  proof  of  loss  is  not  a  waiver  of  the 
company's  right  to  an  api^raisement  under 
the  policy. 

Adjuster's  Letter 

A  letter  of  an  insurance  adjuster,  stating 
that  the  company  could  replace  the  property 
for  a  stated  sum,  and,  "as  this  represents 
the  value  of  the  car  destroyed,  *  *  * 
we  inclose  proof  of  loss  for  $750  for  execu- 
tion and  return,"  held  an  admission  of 
liability  for  the  amount  stated. 
Penalties 

The  insurer  is  not  liable  for  penalties 
under  Act  No.  168  of  1908  for  withholding 
the  amount  of  liability  admitted  by  its 
adjuster,  so  long  as  the  insured  demands 
payment  of  a  larger  sum  and  refuses  to 
submit  to  the  appraisement  pursuant  to  the 
policy. — Hart  v.  .Springfield  Fire  tfc  Marine 
Ins.  Co.,  66  So.  558. 

Breach  of  Condition  as  to  One  Class 

Where,  in  an  action  on  a  severable  policy 
covering  several  classes  of  property,  it 
appears  that  insured  has  committed  no 
fraud,  and  no  act  prohibited  by  public 
policy  is  involved,  recovery  may  be  had  on 
account  of  property  not  affected  by  the 
breach  of  a  condition  respecting  only  one 
class,  though  the   policy   stipulates   that  it 


Insurance   in  Court 


Fire  Insurance  in  Court 

shall  be  void  if  any  one  of  its  conditions  be 
broken. — Fishery.  Sun  Ins.  Co.  of  London, 
83  S.  E.  729. 

Waiver 

Though  the  insurer  requested  the  insured 
to  come  to  town,  holding  out  prospects  of 
compromise,  there  was  not  a  waiver  of  the 
insurer's  right  to  defend  an  action  on  the 
policy  on  the  ground  that  the  insured  fired 
the  property  himself. 

Inadmissible  Evidence 

A  letter  written  by  the  insurer  before 
action,  suggesting  that  the  insured  call  and 
holding  out  prospects  of  compromise,  held 
inadmissible.  —  North  River  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Walker,  170  S.  W.  983. 

Inventory 

Provisions  in  fire  policies,  requiring  the 
taking  of  an  inventory,  the  keeping  of  regu- 
lar books,  and  their  preservation  in  an  iron 
safe,  are  prommissory  warranties  which 
must  1)6  strictly  performed  to  entitle  the 
insured  to  recover. — Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Farris,  83  S.  E.  377. 

Under  a  fire  policy,  held,  that  insured 
was  bound  to  take  an  inventory  within  30 
days  after  its  issuance,  none  having  been 
taken  in  the  year  previous,  even  though  the 
business  had  been  started  only  two  months 
before  the  issuance  of  the  policy. — Id. 

Proofs 

Where  defective  proofs  of  loss  are  deliv- 
ered to  the  insurer,  within  the  time  stipu- 
lated, in  good  faith  as  a  compliance  with 
the  policy,  and  the  insurer  fails  to  give 
immediate  notice  of  its  objections,  pointing 
out  the  defects,  it  waives  them.  — 192  A.  13G. 

Misrepresentation 

An  affidavit  of  defense,  alleging  that 
plaintifl"  misrepresented  the  value  and  pro- 
cured excessive  Insurance,  was  insufficient, 
where  it  stated  no  facts  disclosing  conceal- 
ment and  misrepresentation  other  than  the 
mere  statement  that  the  building  was  not 
of  the    insured  value,    and   plaintiff"  knew 


thereof. — Wakely  v.  Sun  Ins.  Office  of  Lon- 
don, Eng.,  92  A.  136. 

Husband  and  Wife 

Where  the  husband  of  insured,  before  the 
insurance  was  eff"ected,  purchased  the 
property  for  her  benefit,  she  paying  the 
entire  purchase  money,  although  the  deed 
was  made  to  him,  the  policy  was  not  void  on 
the  ground  that  the  legal  title  was  not  in  the 
insured  when  it  was  effected.  —  National 
Union  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Burkholder,  83  S.  E. 
404. 

Where  the  fact  that  the  property  insured 
stood  in  the  name  of  the  husband  of  the 
insured  was  known  to  defendant's  local  and 
general  agents,  or  could  have  been  readily 
known,  such  knowledge  was  imputed  to  the 
insurer,  and  amounted  to  a  waiver  of  the 
provision  that  insured  be  the  sole  and  un- 
conditional owner  when  the  policy  issued. — 
Id. 


LIFE   Insurance   in   Court 

False  Answer 

Where  insured  falsely  answered  that  he 
had  not  suffered  from  renal  colic,  and 
between  the  application  and  the  delivery  of 
the  policy  he  suff'ered  a  severe  attack  of 
renal  colic,  his  failure  to  inform  the  insurer 
thereof  was  ground  for  voiding  the  policy. 
Harris  V.  Security  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  170 
S.  W.  474. 

Need  Not  Continue  Premiums 

Where  policy  entitled  plaintiffs  to  a  paid- 
up  policy  after  three  years,  and  a  demand 
was  made  in  proper  time  and  not  complied 
with,  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  damages  in 
the  amount  of  the  cash  value  of  such  paid- 
up  policy.— 144  P.  200. 

To  preserve  his  rights  pending  suit,  in- 
sured need  not  continue  paying  premiums, 
where,  from  changed  conditions,  either  the 
amount  for  which  payments  should  be 
made  or  the  eff'ect  of  the  payments  is  in 
dispute. — Id. 

Beneficiary's  Interest 

A  provision,  that  should  the  insured  reach 
the  age  of  64  and  so    desire    he   could   sur- 
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Life  Insurance  in  Court 

render  the  policy  and  receive  back  his  pay- 
ments with  interest,  held  to  be  a  condition 
subsequent  not  impairing  the  beneficiary's 
vested  interest  unless  the  insured  should 
reach  such  age  and  choose  to  surrender. — 
144  P.  257. 

Divorced  Wife  Beneficiary 

A  policy  issued  by  a  mutual  company  and 
providing  that  the  death  benefits  should  be 
paid  to  the  member's  wife,  naming  her, 
entitled  her  to  such  benefit,  though  she  was 
divorced  from  the  insured  several  years 
before  his  death,  where  he  paid  the  annual 
dues  after  his  remarriage  and  made  no 
attempt  to  change  the  beneficiary. — Id. 

Beneficiary's  Rights  Become  Vested 

The  rights  of  a  beneficiary  become  vested 
on  the  issuance  of  an  ordinary  life  insur- 
ance policy  and  can  be  defeated  thereafter 
during  the  beneficiary's  life  only  as  pro- 
vided by  the  policy. — Id. 

Proofs — 7  Years'  Disappearance 

Refusal  of  insurer  to  pay  a  life  policy, 
except  on  conditions  impossible  of  perform- 
ance, waived  proof  of  death.— Shuford  v. 
Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Virginia,  83  S.  E.  821. 

Fraud  Known  by  Medical  Elxaminer 

Where  false  and  material  statements  were 
made  in  an  application  for  life  insurance, 
that  the  medical  examiner  who  wrote  the 
statement  was  the  agent  of  the  company 
and  knew  them  to  be  false  held  not  to 
charge  the  company  with  such  knowledge, 
nor  prevent  it  from  avoiding  the  policy  for 
the  fraud.— 3Iutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New 
York  V.  Powell,  217  F.  565. 

Change  of  Beneficiary 

Where  a  husband,  seeking  to  change  the 
beneficiaries  under  policies  of  insurance  for 
the  benefit  of  his  wife,  who  had  obtained  a 
divorce  from  him,  procured  such  policies  to 
be  issued  and  paid  the  premiums  thereon, 
Rev.  St.  1909  applied,  and  he  was  entitled 
to  make  such  chan-.'e.  —  Orthwein  v.  c^er- 
mania  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  City  of  New  York, 
170  S.  W.  885. 


Where  Wife  Gets  Divorce 

Rev.  St.  1909  relative  to  change  of  bene- 
ficiaries under  policies  for  wife's  benefit 
upon  divorcement  of  wife  held  to  apply 
where  the  wife  obtains  the  divorce  as  the 
innocent  and  injured  party. — Id. 


ACCIDENT  insurance  in   Court 
Death  by  Robbers 

An  insured  who  is  killed  by  robbers  meets 
death  by  "external,  violent,  and  accidental 
means." — Ford,  170  S.  W.  525. 

Without  Surrendering  Renewal  Receipt 

That  an  agent  said  of  a  policy,  "We  will 
carry  it  for  you  for  awhile,"  without  sur- 
rendering the  renewal  receipt,  does  not 
constitute  a  renewal. — Matthews  v.  Travel- 
ers' Ins.  Co.,  144  P.  85. 

Acceptance  of  overdue  premium  after 
accident,  but  without  knowledge  thereof, 
cannot  be  considered. 

The  holder  of  an  accident  policy  is  charge- 
able with  knowledge  of  a  provision  that 
payment  of  a  past-due  premium  creates 
liability  for  subsequent  accidents. 

Wiiere  policy  provides  for  reinstatement 
as  to  injuries  after  payment  of  premium, 
and  insured,  after  payment  after  injury, 
says  he  wishes  to  keep  up  the  insurance, 
insurer  is  not  bound  to  return  the  premium, 
though  refusing  to  indemnify  for  the  injury. 
Id. 


SURETY   Insurance  in   Court 

Where  the  contract  of  a  surety  company 
indemnifying  a  bank  against  embezzlement 
of  an  employee,  provides  that  his  accounts 
shall  be  examined  by  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  it  is  not  entitled  to  have  such  books 
examined  by  expert  accountants. 

Where  a  surety  company  has  continued 
its  bond  indemnifying  a  bank  against  dis- 
honesty of  its  cashier,  on  representations 
that  his  accounts  were  found  correct,  the 
surety  company  is  estopped  to  deny  liability 
from  the  fact  that  the  examinations  were 
made  at  more  extended  periods  than  those 
provided  in  the  original  application. — United 
States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Co.  v.  Boley 
Bank  &  Trust  Co.,  144  P.  615. 


With  Charity  for  All 

INSURANCE    OF   ALL   KINDS 


Compulsory    Inspection    of    Engine     Fly- 
wheels 

F.  &  C.  Bulletin 

Now  that  SO  many  states  and  municipalities 
have  enacted  laws  for  the  compulsory 
inspection  of  steam  boilers,  is  it  not  about 
time  that  some  of  the  states  should  take  up 
for  serious  consideration  the  compulsory 
inspection  of  large  engine  fly-wheels  ? 

Statistics  show  that  the  percentage  of  fly- 
wheels in  use  that  disrupt,  is  greater  than 
the  percentage  of  steam-boilers  in  use  that 
explode.  An  examination  of  the  loss  exper- 
ience of  insurance  companies  will  demon- 
strate that  the  percentage  of  fly  -  wheel 
premiums  paid  out  for  fly-wheel  losses,  is 
greater  than  the  percentage  of  boiler  prem- 
iums paid  out  for  boiler  losses.  Disastrous 
fly  -  wheel  explosions  have  caused  many 
serious  injuries  and  the  loss  of  many  lives. 
It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  if  in  the 
interest  of  public  iwlicy  it  is  proper  to 
enact  laws  for  the  compulsory  inspection  of 
steam-boilers,  it  will  also  be  desirable  to 
enact  laws  for  the  compulsory  inspection  of 
engine  fly-wheels. 

Such  laws,  of  course,  would  provide  not 
only  for  the  inspection  of  fly-wheels,  but 
also  for  the  inspection  of  the  engines  driv- 
ing them  and  particularly  the  governing 
mechanism  of  those  engines.  Fly-wheels 
themselves  are  not  often  defective,  but 
some  accident  to  or  derangement  of  the 
governing  mechanism  of  the  engine  allows 
it  to  race,  and  burst  its  fly-wheel  by  centrif- 
ugal force.  The  result  is  that  everything 
in  the  path  of  the  wheel  is  bombarded  as 
by  shot  discharged  from  heavy  ordinance. 
Surely  here  is  a  matter  that  deserves  the 
thoughtful  consideration  of  every  one  who 
has  anything  to  do  with  legislation  designed 
to  safeguard  human  life  and  property. 


insurance  achievements  of  America  for  the 
year  1914.  Mr.  Smith  says  all  the  credit  is 
due  to  the  fine  men  who  make  up  his 
agency  organization. 


C.  C.  Smith,  general  agent  for  the  Bankers 
Life  Company  at  Decatur,  111.,  reports  a 
million  of  business  written  and  paid  for  by 
his  agency  in  1914.  This  fine  record  was 
made  within  the  limits  of  twelve  Illinois 
counties  and  stands  as  one  of  the  big  life 


Burglaries   and   House  -  Breakings    in 
London 

The  report  of  the  commissioner  of  police 
of  London  for  the  year  1913 — says  Assure — 
records  a  decrease  of  70  in  the  number  of 
burglaries,  the  total  of  311  for  1913,  com- 
pared with  381  in  1912.  With  regard  to 
house  -  breaking,  however,  an  increase  of 
97  is  registered,  the  number  being  1,667  as 
against  1,570  in  the  preceding  twelve 
months.  Of  these  off"ences  712  were  com- 
mitted in  houses  left  with  no  person  in 
charge — a  sufficiently  heavy  proportion,  it 
would  seem,  to  justify  the  restrictions  as  to 
unoccupied  premises  usually  accompanying 
burglary  insurance.  In  139  cases  of  burg- 
lary and  517  of  house-breaking  the  value  of 
the  property  stolen  was  less  than  £5,  while 
seven  burglaries  and  29  house  -  breakings 
occurred  in  which  the  loss  amounted  to 
£100  and  upwards.  Particularly  interesting 
is  the  following  paragraph  from  the  report, 
the  second  clause  of  which  throws  upon 
burglary  insurance  a  new  light:  Three  new 
factors  have  contributed  to  the  frequency  of 
house-breaking,  and  the  difiiculties  of  pre- 
vention and  retention:  (1)  The  rapid  and 
cheap  transit  by  tube  and  motor  omnibus, 
which  enables  a  professional  house-breaker 
to  live  an  orderly  life  in  one  part  of  London 
and  commit  his  offences  in  another,  where 
he  is  quite  unknown ;  (2)  the  spread  of 
insurance  against  burglary,  which  seems  to 
make  the  householder  neglectful  of  simple 
precautions  for  the  safety  of  his  property ; 
and  (3)  the  growing  use  of  ornamental 
leaded  panes  of  glass  in  hall  doors,  which 
can  be  displaced  by  the  afternoon  house- 
breaker sufficiently  to  admit  his  fingers  to 
the  latch  of  the  door. 


Coast  fire  loss  ratios  for  1914  range  from 
35  to  70. 
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Alleged  Arson  by  Consul 

Charged  with  setting  fire  to  his  home  at 
547  Twelth  avenue,  San  Francisco,  Dec.  27, 
Fernando  Somoza  Vivas,  consul  for  Hon- 
dui'as,  has  been  held  for  trial. 


An  Insurance  Gag 

An  enterprising  insurance  company  in 
the  East  is  sending  out  literature  to  sporting 
writers  warning  them  of  the  risk  that  will 
be  taken  in  going  to  Juarez  to  see  the 
Johnson  -  Willard  match,  and  suggesting 
that  a  special  insurance  policy  be  taken  out 
to  cover  that  chance  of  loss  of  life  or  limb. 
Wonder  if  said  insurance  company  has  the 
racing  populace  at  Juarez  fully  insured  ? — 
S.  F.  Chronicle. 


Spring  Have  Came 

On  this  Coast  winter  is   over,  overcoats 
being  now  offered  at  half  price. 


Holiday  Courtesies 

Henry  J.  Houge  of  the  United  States 
branch  of  the  Scottish  Union  &  National — A 
card  of  New  Year  greetings,  "May,  1916," 
and  cheery  etcetera  in  handwriting  fac 
simile. 

Forest  J.  Dryden,  president  of  the  Pru- 
dential—  A  beautiful  card,  a  Down  East 
winter  scene,  and  "the  old,  old  wish — a 
bright  Xmas  and  a  joyous  New  Year.  Is 
that  the  new  red  schoolhouse  of  the  20th 
century? 

F.  M.  Avery,  manager  of  the  Fire  Associa- 
tion— A  New  Year  wish  card,  with  the 
company's  well  known  monogram.  The 
greetings  are  engraved  fac  simile,  including 
the  signature. 

The  Capital  Fire — A  capital  and  poppylar 
card  of  greetings. 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life's  Xmas  and  New 
Year  greetings  are  a  testimony  to  the 
engraver.  Lines,  letters  and  sentiments 
are  handsome. 


Field  Men's  Notes 

G.  F.  Nickerson,  special  agent  for  the 
Northwestern  National  at  Portland,  is  again 
on  the  road,  after  illness  a)id  an  operation 
for  appendicitis. 

Geo.  AY.  Swan,  special  for  the  Commercial 
Union,  will  hereafter  have  for  his  only 
address  269  Colman  building,  Seattle. 

E.  E.  Potter  &  Sons  have  added  to  their 
field  force  R.  H.  Davis  at  Sacramento  and 
E.  A.  Parsons  at  Portland.  H.  G.  Davis  is 
not  with  them. 

E.  W.  Hall  is  now  special  for  the  Nationa 
Union  at  Oakland. 

Charles  E.  Miller,  special  for  the  Hart- 
ford Fire  at  Salt  Lake,  was  seriously  injured 
in  the  recent  railroad  accident  and  is  now 
in  Fabiola  hospital,  Oakland. 

John  W.  Byrnes  has  been  appointed  special 
agent  for  the  Western  Assurance  for  southern 
California  and  the  coast  line  towns  between 
San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles.  Special 
Agent  Byrnes  headquarters  will  be  516 
Title  Insurance  building,  Los  Angeles. 


Casualty 

Frank  W.  McCaskey  has  been  out  in  the 
field  organizing  the  forces  for  the  Day  & 
Hansen  Security  Co.,  which  recently  took 
over  the  general  agency  for  the  casualty 
lines  for  the  yEtna  with  a  total  of  80  local 
agents  in  the  Inland  Empire.  The  business 
was  formerly  handled  from  Portland.  Frank 
W.  Maddux  of  the  insurance  departinent 
of  the  Day  &  Hansen  company  recently 
returned  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  after  a  con- 
ference with  the  officials  at  the  home  office. 


S.  F.  Ousted  Fire  Board 

The  ousted  board  of  fire  commissioners — 
who  wanted  to  make  the  San  Francisco  fire 
department  a  political  machine  —  have  a 
petition  for  a  writ  of  review  in  Judge 
Seawell's  court.  It  is  believed  that  the 
petition  will  certainly  be  denied. 


The  Connecticut  ilutual  Life  wrote  some 
$24,000,000  new  business  in  1914.  This  was 
a  gain. 


At  Sacramento 

Senate  chairmen  are:  corporations,  Jones 
of  Santa  Clara,  P.;  insurance,  Benedict  of 
Los  Angeles,  P.-R.-D. 


In  Its  Forty-fourth  Year 
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Calendars 

Tliis  year's  Continental  Fire  calendar  is 
companion  to  those  which  have  gone  before 
handsome  as  ever.  The  subject  for  the 
artist's  skill  is  "The  First  Stars  and  Stripes 
on  the  Ocean."  Tlie  flag  was  made  by  five 
young  ladies  out  of  their  best  silk  gowns. 
Capt.  Paul  Jones  is  pictured  as  raising  this 
flag  on  the  Ranger,  of  which  he  was  com- 
mander. The  five  young  flag-makers  are 
present. 

The  Fidelity  Underwriters  calendar  is  a 
convenient  monthly  sheet  calendar,  with  a 
jolly  picture  of  the  man  in  the  moon  when 
he  is  full.  In  January  he  is  happy  twice, 
and  in  February  not  once;  in  March  also 
twice. 


1914,  a  gain  of  $10,000,000,  and  the  largest 
in  38  years,  except  1906  and  1904. 


Hotels  and  Apartment  Houses 

In  California  the  owners  of  hotels  and 
apartment  houses  are  rejoicing  over  the 
decision  of  Judge  Sturdevant,  which  relieves 
them  for  liability  by  prosecution,  persecu- 
tion and  blackmailing  under  the  new  "red 
light  abatement  law.  By  this  decision  the 
owners  and  lessees  and  agents  must  be 
notified  of  alleged  illegal  act  or  must  them- 
selves know  thereof.  This  decision  also 
keeps  the  value  of  such  properties  substan- 
tially as  before  the  law,  which  otherwise 
would  lower  values  and  increase  the  moral 
hazard. 


Spring  Valley  Properties 

The  cost  of  duplicating  in  San  Francisco 
the  waterworks  of  the  Spring  Valley  Water 
Co.  is  estimated  by  the  city  engineer  as 
$36,300,000.  An  election  to  decide  on  the 
city's  purchase  of  the  plant  will  soon  take 
place. 


By  a  Great  Underwriter 

The  Sterling  of  Indianapolis  has  reinsured 
all  its  outstanding  business  in  the  Hartford 
Fire.  The  Sterling  appears  to  have  made 
a  losing  fight,  for  hereafter  it  will  confine 
its  business  to  its  home  state  and  Illinois. 


American  Fire  Losses 

The  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce  reports 
United  States  and  Canada  fire  los.ses,  as 
compiled  from  press  reports,  $232,591,35u  in 


Embezzlement 

Another  trusted  cashier  gone  wrong. 
Geo.  W.  Jorgensen  of  San  Francisco  found 
two  families  in  two  houses,  and  at  each 
house  children  calling  him  "paw,"  rather 
expensive  but  hardly  requiring  his  alleged 
shortage  of  $30,000.  The  U.  S.  F.  &  G.  is 
the  unlucky  insurer. 


Buildings 

In  San  Francisco  in  1914  11  class  A  build- 
ings were  erected,  7  of  B,  and  157  of  C.  Of 
frame  buildings,  1920  were  run  up.  Exposi- 
tion buildings  erected  in  the  year  were  82 
for  $9,943,577  cost,  and  public  buildings  12 
for  $4,397,163.  Including  alterations,  the 
total  expended  was  $28,177,563. 


Railroad  Earnings 

Very  generally  the  net  earnings  of  rail- 
roads in  this  country  have  shown  a  decline 
and  in  some  cases  a  serious  decline.  Rail- 
road earnings  reflect  business  conditions 
very  accurately. 


At  Sacramento 

It  is  proposed  to  increase  the  premium 
tax  to  2  percent. 

Assembly  committees  include  these  chair- 
men: Insurance,  N.  J.  Prendergast,  San 
Francisco;  corporations,  G.  H.  Johnson. 
San  Bernardino. 

The  usual  stereotyped  insurance  bills, 
cinch  and  freak  and  "with  an  ax  to  grind" 
are  promised.  Kehoe  of  Eureka  has  rein- 
troduced his  old  measure  which  failed  two 
winters  ago. 


Labor  Trust 

Miami,  Ar. ,  Jan.  11. — Six  hundred  em- 
ployees of  the  Inspiration  Consolidated 
Copper  Co.  went  on  strike  today,  because  a 
non-union  man  was  employed. 


When  you  twist  your  life  insurance  you 
pay  the  company  something  —  naturally. 
Don't  forget  that  when  the  "twister"  tries 
to  hypnotize  you. 
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HOME    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

Increases  Its  Voluntary  Conflagration 
Reserve  to  $2,000.000— Cash  Assets 
Advance  to  Over  35  Millions,  a  Large 
Gain — Surplus  Gains  Also 

The  brief  summary  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Home  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Xew  York  on  January  1,  1915, 
shows  good  progress  during  the  past 
year.  The  assets  are  now  S35, 313,539. 
This  is  a  gain  of  62,173,624,  a  gain 
that  is  due  in  part  to  good  investments 
and  in  part  to  increased  premium 
receipts  and  reinsurance  reserve. 

The  grand  total  of  assets  places  the 
Home  still  farther  in  advance  of  all 
other  fire  companies  in  the  total  of 
American  resources.  The  surplus  as 
regards  policyholders  is  §18,703,474, 
a  gain  of  nearly  a  million.  The  volun- 
tary reserve  as  a  conflagration  surplus 
has  been  increased  In'  the  addition  of 
$200,000,  making  the  total  82,000,000 
set  aside  to  meet  the  company's  losses 
bj"  the  possible  liurning  of  some  large 
American  city.  Including  this  reserve 
as  a  liability,  the  Home's  net  surplus 
over  its  86,000,000  capital  and  all  other 
liabilities  is  810,703,474,  as  a  g  a  i  n  s  t 
810,073,019  a  year  ago. 

The  Home  now  writes  fire,  marine, 
automolnle,  windstorm,  sprinkler,  leak- 
age, hail,  parcel  post,  registered  mail 
and  tourists'  baggage  insurance — ten 
kinds  of  indemnity. 

In  the  Pacific  West  the  Home  wrote 
81,684,276  premiums  last  year,  a  gain 
of  $129,932. 


No  matter  what  the  currency  system, 
general  prosperity  depends  on  all  of 
us  paying  our  bills  promptly. 


65th  Annual  Report  of  the  Union  Mutual 
Life  of  Maine 

The  year  1S49  is  a  long  way  back  iu 
human  time.  It  was  in  that  year,  October 
1,  that  the  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company  wrote  its  first  policy,  on  the  life 
of  its  fir^t  president,  Elisha  B.  Pratt,  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.  The  charter  of  the  com- 
pany was  granted  by  the  state  of  Maine  in 
1848,  a  fact  which  makes  the  Union  Mutual 
one  of  the  few  oldest  American  life  insur- 
ance companies.  It  has  always  borne  a 
good  reputation. 

Here  is  a  summary  of  the  6oth  annual 
statement : 

Assets,  net $18,465,971 

Income 3,l!t7,063 

Disbursements 2,948, 20S) 

New  paid  insur.  written,  1914    6.2^9,790 
Paid  insurance  in  force     .    .    6-5.420,684 

The  past  year,  commercially,  as  all  know, 
was  not  up  to  average.  War  in  Europe  and 
war  in  Mexico  have  added  to  a  business 
depression  of  several  years'  duration;  but 
the  new  insurance  written  by  the  L^nion 
Mutual  was  greater  than  the  average  for 
these  several  years.  The  insurance  in  force 
was  increased  substantially.  The  company 
now  has  43,861  policies  outstanding. 

Inyests  Where  Premiums  Are  Paid 

The  present  policy  of  the  finance  commit- 
tee, which  will  be  continued,  is  to  chiefly 
invest  the  funds  of  tiie  company  in  high- 
grade  obligations  of  states,  counties  and 
municipalities  in  which  its  policyholders 
live,  and  who  by  the  payment  of  the  prem- 
iums on  their  policies,  contribute  to  its 
income.  More  than  one  million  dollars  of 
investments  of  this  nature  have  been  made 
during  the  year  1914. 

The  Union  Mutual  writes  in  this  field  in 
California,  Nevada,  Oregon,  AVashington, 
Britisli  Columbia,  Arizona,  I'tah,  Idaho, 
Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Wyoming. 

Geo.  Elliott  Hunt,  for  many  years  a  suc- 
cessful personal  producer,  is  now  manager  for 
California.  T.  H.  ^McAllis,  Seattle,  is  man- 
ager for  Oregon.  P.  B.  Duren.  Seattle,  is 
manager  for  Washington.  J.  E.  Evans,  Van- 
couver, is  manager  for  British  Columbia. 
The  Western  States  Agency  Co.,  Denver^ 
has  char.ije  of  the  Mountain  field. 


THE    HOME 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

PMEW   YORK 

(Fire  -  Marine  -  Automobile  -  Windstorm 

Sprinkler  Leakage  -  Hail  -  Parcel  Post 

Registered  Mail  -  Tourists'  Baggage) 


E  LB  RIDGE    G.  SNOW,  President 


Cash  Assets.  January.  1915 

Reserve  as  a  Conflagration  Surplus 

Cash  Capital 

All  Other  Liabilittes 

Net  Surplus 


$35,313,539  27     | 
*2.000.000  00 
*6.000,000  00 
16.610.065   11 
10.703.474  16 


Its  Surplus  as  Regards  Policyholders;$18  J03,474.16 

is  the  largest  protecting  American  Policyhold- 
ers exclusively.  :  :  :  : 

PROMPT        1 

EQUITABLE    \   ADJUSTMENTS 

COURTEOUS  J 

FOLLOWED    BY 

IMMEDIATE    j        pAYMENTS 


Over  Half  a  Million  Satisfied  Claimants 

IN  THE  PAST  62  YEARS 


In  Its  Forty-fourth  Year 
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Continental  Fire's  Figures 

Assets,  $27,604,617;  capital,  $2,000,000; 
net  surplus,  $14,441,895;  policyholders' 
surplus,  $16,441,895;  reinsurance  reserve, 
$9,540,634,  a  gain  of  over  $300,000,  indicat- 
ing a  good  gain  in  new  business.  Another 
$100,000  was  added  to  the  reserve  for  con- 
tingencies. Values  of  December  31  were 
taken,  instead  of  the  higher  values  of  June 
30,  as  the  insurance  commissioners  permit. 
The  Continental  made  an  underwriting 
profit  on  the  year's  business.  The  prem- 
iums written  increased  nearly  a  quarter- 
million. 


Mutual  Fire  Insurance 

The  question  of  mutual  fire  insurance  has 
agitated  a  number  of  the  insurance  depart- 
ments of  late,  and  considerable  controversy 
has  occurred  with  reference  to  the  subject 
of  mutual  insui'ance.  The  controversy  has 
occurred  particularly  in  connection  with  the 
one  foreign  mutual  fire  company  operating 
in  the  state  of  Utah.  This  company  issues 
what  purports  to  be  a  non-assessable  policy 
providing  for  dividends  to  the  policyholder 
in  case  money  is  saved,  but  not  providing 
that  the  policyholder  shall  be  assessed  if 
expenses  and  losses  should  exceed  prem- 
iums. Since  the  law  of  Utah  does  not 
specifically  exempt  policyholders  in  mutual 
companies  from  assessment  in  case  of 
insolvency,  while  the  laws  of  the  other 
states  in  which  this  company  does  business 
evidently  do  make  this  exemption,  it  is 
thought  that  an  injustice  would  be  suffered 
by  the  citizens  of  Utah  if  the  company 
should  go  into  a  receivership.  While  the 
court  might  decide  that  the  citizens  of  other 
states  are  liable  for  assessment  for  unpaid 
losses,  it  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
reach  that  decision  in  the  case  of  Utah 
citizens,  where  no  specific  exemption  law- 
is  found. — Utah  State  Insurance  Report. 


The  company  that  for  full  forty  years  has 
made  Des  Moines  famous,  the  Bankers 
Life,  sends  out  a  card  filled  to  margins  with 
information  about  Iowa's  capital,  which 
helps  to  puncture  holes  in  the  prize  Corn 
Belt.     The  city  started  as  a  fort  and  is  now 


a  fortress  which  can  not  keep  silent.  It  is 
the  insurance  scenter  of  the  cornfed  Pig 
West.  Des  Moines  always  has  a  boy  in 
training  for  the  presidency,  either  of  the 
republic  or  of  an  insurance  company. 


S1,000  Reward  for  Arson   Conviction 

For  some  time  past  there  have  been  many 
incendiary  fires  in  and  about  Stockton  and 
Sebastopol,  Cal.  The  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers of  the  Pacific  will  therefore  try 
pecuniary  suasion  as  a  preventive.  It  offers 
$1,000  reward  for  the  arrest  and  conviction 
of  incendiaries  in  San  Joaquin  county  and  a 
similar  amount  for  arrest  and  conviction  of 
incendiaries  in  Sonoma  county. 


47th  Year 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  now  has  $32,604,- 
612  admitted  assets.  It  is  the  largest  insur- 
ance company  in  the  West.  The  insurance 
in  force  is  nearly  $155,000,000.  It  now  pays 
policyholders  over  $300,000  a  month  or 
110,000  a  day. 


New  Compensation  Act 

Sacramento,  Jan.  22.  —  Diseases  brought 
upon  by  the  work  in  which  they  are  em- 
ployed will  entitle  all  workers  to  compensa- 
tion under  the  terms  of  the  workmen's 
compensation  act  on  an  equivalent  basis 
with  accident  if  a  bill  by  Senator  Benson  is 
enacted.  Another  amendment  allows  $100 
for  burial  expenses  for  those  whose  death 
results  from  their  employment.  The  bill 
was  drawn  by  the  Industrial  Accident  Com- 
mission. 


— Portland. — For  Oregon  the  Home  Life  has 
appointed  J.  B.  Metzler  general  agent. 

— The  Standard  Accident  (represented  by 
Clarence  Briggs)  reports  $4,930,330  assets, 
$1,000,000  capital,  $1,098,165  net  surplus, 
$3,128,778  premiums. 

— Now  we  have  jitney  accidents  and  fatali- 
ties. At  Vancouver  a  passenger  was  killed* 
Chauffeur  responsible  but  irresponsible. 

— Tacoma. — The  mother  of  the  late  C.  P. 
Ferry,  insurance  man  and  realty  operator, 
is  dead,  aged  102.  Her  son  died  in  San 
Diego,  July  31,  1909. 
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Accident  to  Maj.  Christensen 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Christen- 
sen &  Goodwin,  of  the  American  Central 
and  St.  Paul,  met  with  a  painful  accident 
last  Friday,  but  is  again  (tliis  Monday)  at 
his  desk.  While  stepping  from  the  "bob- 
tail" Post-streetcar  at  Grant  avenue,  the 
conductor  gave  two  bells  and  the  car  started 
with  a  jerk.  The  :Major  was  thrown  to  the 
asphaltum  and  broke  one  bone  of  his  right 
wrist. 


17  Percent 

The  increase  in  San  Francisco  city  prem- 
iums has  been  17  percent,  so  far  reported. 
Due  to  increase  buildings,  the  fair,  and  the 
renewals  of  mercantile  brick  3-year  business. 


Honolulu. — The  Home  of  Hawaii  reports 
$82,658  assets  and  $62,603  liabilities.  Prem- 
iums gained  82,94-5  in  1914.  Total  premiums, 
$15,023.  The  reinsurance  reserve  is  $10,879. 
The  capital  is  $50,000,  and  the  net  surplus, 
$20,000. 


Decrease  in  American  Built  Ships 

Washington,  Jan.  14. — American  merch- 
ant-ship building  declined  33  percent  in 
point  of  tonnage  in  1914,  compared  with 
1913,  and  about  23  percent  in  the  number 
of  vessels. 

During  the  year  1,163  vessels  of  all  classes, 
excepting  warships,  were  built,  compared 
with  1,501  vessels  built  in  1913.  The  1914 
tonnage  was  255,630,  against  382,569  tons  in 
1913. 

Vessels  built  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
numbered  573,  of  which  514  were  wooden ; 
on  the  Pacific  280,  of  which  274  were 
wooden;  on  the  Great  Lakes  163,  of  which 
130  were  wooden,  and  on  Western  rivers 
140,  of  which  133  were  wooden.  Of  the 
total  number,  46  were  sailing  vessels,  S.55 
steam  vessels  and  262  unrigged  vessels. 


The  Kansas  man  can  always  depend  on 
growing  a  new  idea  in  his  hard-pan  soil. 
The  fire  marshal  wants  a  law-  making  com- 
panies jiay  into  court  the  face  of  poHcy 
where  adjustment  shows  overinsurance. 
The  insured  takes  his  actual  loss  and  the 
state  takes  the  difference.     This,  the   mar- 


shal thinks,  will  lessen  incendiarism  and 
make  the  insurers  appraise  every  risk  before 
the  policy  is  issued. 


Retired  Fire  Companies 

Atlantic  National,  Macon,  Ga    Reinsured. 

Bluff  City,  Memphis,  Tenn.      Reinsured. 

Buff'alo  Commercial,  Buffalo,  X.  Y. 
Merged. 

Central  Canada  Fire.  Reinsured  in  Brit- 
ish Colonies. 

Citizens  Fire  of  Baltimore.     Reinsured. 

Commercial,  Washington,  D.  C.  Rein- 
sured. 

Central  Union,  Kansas  City.      Reinsured. 

Franklin,  Washington,  D.  C.     Reinsured. 

German  Security,  Louisville,  Ky.  Rein- 
sured. 

Great  Southern  Fire,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Probably  will  be  absorbed  by  new  company. 

Henry  Clay  Fire,  of  Lexington,  Ky. 
Probably  will  be  absorbed  by  new  company. 

Hibernia,  Xew  Orleans.    Reinsured. 

Lincoln,  Chambersburg,  Pa.     Reinsured. 

Lumber,  Xew  York.     Reinsured. 

Peoples  Fire,  Xashville,  Tenn.     Failed. 

Rio  Grande,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  Rein- 
sured. 

State,  Omaha.     Reinsured. 

Western  L'nion  Fire,  Vancouver.  Rein- 
sured. 


Some  of  the  large  oflBces  in  San  Francisco 
report  53  percent  loss  ratio. 


Life  Notes 

The  Union  Central  Life  has  reduced  its 
rates  on  all  plans,  except  term. 

.The  Continental  Life  of  Salt  Lake  will 
operate  without  a  manager. 

The  Pacific  ^Mutual  Life's  1915  dividend 
scale  will  be  the  same  as  in  1914.  The 
extra  5-year  dividends  will  be  the  same  as 
those  paid  under  1909  issues. 

Life  premiums,  including  fraternal  and 
assessment  societies'  contributions,  in  this 
country,  amount  to  twice  the  total  of  the 
fire  premiums. 


The  only  unopposed  bills   at  the   capital 
are  those  which  increase  salaries. 
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Reciprocal  Failures 

American,  Dallas,  Tex.  Had  over  $60,- 
000  assets,  but  failed. 

Automobile  Underwriters,  Dayton,  O. 
Reinsured  in  other  interinsurance  exchange 
and  quit. 

Ind.  Mutual  Fire  Ex.,  Los  Angeles. 
Failed. 

Individual  F.  Underw.,  St.  Louis.  Con- 
dnoted  on  the  square  but  discontinued  busi- 
ness because  it  didn't  pay. 

Pacific  Interinsurers,  San  Francisco. 
Soaked  its  "underwriters."  Expenses  were 
double  the  limit  promised  and  there  were  a 
number  of  unpaid  claims  when  the  law 
stepped  in. 


San  Jose    Prohibits  Firecrackers 

The  city  council  of  San  Jose,  Cal.,  has 
ordained  that  never  again  shall  firecrackers 
or  fireworks  burn  or  crack  within  the  city 
limits,  except  by  official  experts  at  public 
celebrations  in  safe  places.  San  Jozey,  as 
the  Easterners  pronounce  it,  is  now  safe. 
We  may  expect  soon  a  plea  for  lower  insur- 
ance rates. 


Marine  Loss 

The  coaster  Eureka  hit  the  rocks  near 
Point  Bonita,  January  8,  and  the  rocks 
retaliated.  The  rocks  are  still  there  but 
the  Eureka  from  Eureka  is  no  more. 


San  Francisco  Elevator   Falls 

There  was  a  Ijad  elevator  accident  in  the 
building  at  the  nw.  corner  Montgomery  and 
Sutter  streets,  about  noon  of  January  6. 
The  cage  had  just  left  the  eighth  floor. 
Ten  persons  were  aboard.  The  cage  plunged 
to  the  basement.  Both  cables  were  found 
broken.  Two  passengers  soon  died  of 
injuries;  the  other  nine  are  in  hospitals. 
The  fall  of  the  cage  was  retarded  somewhat. 
It  is  probable  that  one  of  the  two  cables  did 
not  break  until  near  the  bottom  of  the  well. 
Had  there  been  no  retardation,  all  the 
passengers  would  have  been  killed  outright. 
The  safety  clutches  worked  poorly  or  not  at 
all.  The  elevator  had  recently  been  in- 
spected by  the  makers  and  by  the  insurers. 
The  makers  are  the  Van  Emmons  Co. 


National  Assn.   of  Life  Men's  Day 

The  Panama-Pacific  International  Expo- 
sition has  designated  August  12th  as 
"National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters' 
Day."  This  will  be  the  last  day  of  the 
National  Association's  convention  in  San 
Francisco,  and  special  features  will  un- 
doubtedly be  arranged  at  the  exposition 
grounds  for  entertainment  of  delegates  on 
the  evening  of  this  day. 


Local  Agents'  Mid- Year  Conference 

Agents  generally  will  be  interested  to 
learn  that  the  executive  committee  of  the 
National  Association  of  Insurance  Agents 
has  practically  decided  to  call  the  mid-year 
conference  at  Cleveland  for  Thursday  and 
Friday,  February  11  and  12.  A  number  of 
important  subjects  of  general  interest  to 
local  agents  will  be  considered  at  this  time. 
Cleveland  agents  are  planning  to  entertain 
the  visitors  at  a  dinner  during  the  conference. 


Suit  on  Return  Commissions 

The  Cincinnati  Insurance  Club  and  a 
number  of  individual  agents  have  contributed 
funds  towards  the  employment  of  counsel 
to  test  out  the  question  of  return  commis- 
sions in  defunct  companies.  A  special  com- 
mittee of  the  National  Association  has  this 
matter  in  charge  and  it  is  necessary  to  raise 
considerable  money  for  the  purpose.  Unless 
this  is  done  the  case  may  go  by  default. 
The  association  believes  this  is  an  oppor- 
tunity to  test  out  an  important  question  at 
small  cost  to  each  agent,  whereas  it  would 
be  extremely  expensive  for  an  individual 
agent  to  fight  this  question  out  for  himself. 
W.  F.  Carey,  41  E.  Fourth  st. ,  Cincinnati, 
is  chairman  of  the  National  Association 
Committee. 


Offices  of  the  Firemens,  German  Ameri- 
can of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Eastern  Under- 
writers are  now  with  General  Agents  E.  E. 
Potter  &  Sons,  Potter  building,  San  Fran- 
cisco, who  succeed  to  the  general  agency. 


The  New  Amsterdam  Casualty  had  the 
insurance  on  the  San  Francisco  elevator 
which  fell  seven  floors  last  week. 
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FIREMAN'S    FUND    INSURANCE   COM- 
PANY 

Now  a  Ten  Millionaire — Gains  in  Assets 
and  Surplus  and  Reinsurance  Reserve 

The  past  year  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  favorable  to  underwriting  as 
a  whole,  in  this  country,  but  the  Fire- 
man's Fund  Insurance  Company  of 
California  was  able  to  make  an  under- 
writing profit.  The  loss  ratio  was  56.3 
percent  of  premiums  received  and 
scarce  1  point  more  of  premiums 
earned.  Income  exceeded  outgo  by 
$547,454,  after  paying  the  usual  hand- 
some dividends. 

The  assets  of  this  very  successful 
company  are  now  $10,175,434,  which 
is  a  gain  of  8310,563.  It  passed  the 
ten-million  post  after  writing  off  values 
of  its  securities  several  hundred  thous- 
and to  meet  the  temporary  1914  de- 
preciation in  bonds  and  stocks,  as  per 
December  31st  quotations.  The  com- 
pixny  has  erected  a  handsome  modern 
head  office  building  on  its  corner 
property,  but  it  again  reports  this 
realty  at  the  land  value  only,  the  same 
as  a  year  ago  and  previously. 

The  marine  premiums  increased,  but 
the  total  premium  income  was  less 
than  in  1913  though  SI.  154, 365  more 
than  in  1912.  In  1914,  as  our  readers 
will  recall,  the  companj^'s  income  was 
greatly  increased  by  the  reinsurance  of 
the  entire  large  business,  both  annual 
and  term,  of  an  Iowa  company. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  the  Fireman's 
Fund  has  had  about  the  average  loss 
experience  but  as  its  Coast  department 
includes  Texas  and  Arkansas,  which 
report  to  the  home  office,  the  Coast 
Review  Fire  Chart  ratio  figures  will  be 
higher  than  the  actual  Coast  territory 
experience. 


Unemployment 

The  luuBber  of  unemployed  men  on  this 
Coast  is  unusually  large.  The  downtown 
streets  of  large  cities  are  infested  with  men 
asking  for  a  dime  for  coffee  and  sinkers  or 
a  bed.  Souiething  must  be  done  to  relieve 
actual  distress  by  creating  temporary  public 
and  private  work.  Needed  new  sidewalks 
would  employ  every  idle  man. 


Parking  Automobiles 

San  Francisco's  proposed  automobile  park- 
ing ordinance  proposes  the  use  of  vacant 
land  for  such  purpose,  250  or  more  feet 
from  schoolhouse,  theatre  or  hospital. 
Gasoline  storage  permit  must  be  obtained 
according  to  existing  ordinances.  The  fire 
marshal  reports  on  applications  after  investi- 
gation. Xo  auto  shall  be  placed  within 
three  feet  of  a  building,  nor  its  engine 
operate  except  on  arriving  and  departing. 
There  shall  be  kept  on  hand  four  barrels  of 
dry  sand,  each  barrel  containing  an  iron 
scoop.  Floors  must  be  incombustible.  The 
park  must  be  surrounded  by  a  fence,  except 
where  building  walls  adjoin.  No  additional 
fire  hazard  shall  be  permitted.  Repairing 
on  the  premises  not  allowed. 

Fireman's  Fund  Election.  —  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  stockholders  this  week  all  direct- 
ors were  re-elected,  and  on  the  following 
day  the  directors  re-elected  all  the  officers. 
The  directors  are:  Wm.  J.  Button,  J.  C. 
Coleman,  Arthur  A.  Smith,  George  A.  New- 
hall,  Bernard  Faymonville,  F.  W.  Van 
Sicklen,  J.  B.  Levison,  Henry  Rosenfeld, 
Cliarles  R.  Bishop,  Charles  P.  Eells,  Van- 
derlynn  Stow.  The  officers  are:  Bernard 
Faymonville,  president;  J.  B.  Levison,  vice 
president;  Louis  AVeinmann,  secretary;  Her- 
bert P.  Blanchard,  assistant  secretary ;  John 
S.  French,  assistant  secretary;  Thomas  M. 
Gardiner,  treasurer;  and  A.  W.  Follansbee, 
Jr.,  marine  secretary.  And  they  are  a  busy 
bunch  of  able  officials. 

You  dont  have  to  scrimp  and  deny  your- 
self if  your  life  is  insured  according  to  your 
means. 

He  that  lifts  up  shall  himi^elf  be  uplifted. 


/gill        ii[^f]a]rD]f^=  HfDii^raiii        iigx 
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Fifty-Second  Annual  Statement 
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OF     THE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance    Company  of  California 

JANUARY   1.    1915 
ni  Assets 

Real  Estate S    571,000  00 

Bonds  Owned  by  Company      4,418,580  43 

Stocks  Owned  by  Company 719,788  50 

Loans  on  Bonds  and  Mortgages 1,236,156  28 

Loans  on  Collaterals       . 377,900  00 

Cash  in  Bank  and  Company's  OflStres 1,527,292  59 

Premiums  in  Course  of  Collection  and  Marine  Premium  Notes  .    .    1,232,043  26 
All  Other  Assets 92,673  43 

Total  Assets     $10,175,434  49 

Liabilities 

Losses  in  Process  of  Adjustment $   810,578  78 

Reinsurance  Reserve 5,244,797  20 

All  Other  Claims  and  Demands 285,000  00 

Reserve  for  January  Dividend 60,000  00 

Capital  Paid  in  Cash 1,500,000  00 

NET  SURPLUS 2,275,058  51 

p|  Total  Liabilities     $10,175,434  49 

Income 

Net  Premiums— Fire $4,220,398  16 

—Marine 2,406,732  36         $6,627,130  52 

Interests,  Dividends,  Rents 391,672  63 

All  Other  Income 1,958  25 

$7,020,761  40 
Expenditures 

Net  Losses  Paid— Fire $2,520,000  49 

—Marine 1,216,224  83  3,736,225  32 

Dividends 240,000  00 

Commission  and  Brokerage 1,210,963  32 

Taxes  and  all  Other  Expenditures 1,286,118  97 

$6,473,307  61 

OFFfCERS: 

BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE.  President 
J.  B.  LEVISON,  Vice  President  LOUIS    WEINMANN,  Secretary 

HERBERT  P.  BLANCHARD,  A»t.  Sec'y       THOMAS  M.  GARDINER,  Treasurer 
JOHN  S.  FRENCH,  Asst.  Sec >  A.  W,  FOLLANSBEE,  Jr.,  Marine  Secretary 


Home  Office  :     Company's  Buildingr,  401 -4^7  California  Street,  i 

SAN     FRANCISCO  J 

mi        iir^^^iif^^  ==nii[LZizzjiii        \m 
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FIRE    INSURANCE 


Circular  Letter  of  a  Missouri  Interinsurer 
Doing  an  Illegal  Business 

Written  by  a  Faker  Who  Can  Lie  Glibly  and  Smile 
at  the  Later  Misery  of  His  Dupes  Who  Fail  to 
Collect  Their  Losses    . 

Dear  Sirs:  When  you  distribute  the  an- 
nual cost  of  doing  business  have  you  eyer 
considered  how  economically  unsound  is  the 
average  fire  insurance  pohcy? 

You  have  to  suffer  a  fire  in  order  to  cash 
in  on  your  premiums. 

If  you  never  have  a  fire  you  contribute 
thousands  of  dollars  to  recompense  others, 
18  percent  of  whom  are  in  the  fire  bug  class 
(according  to  specific  statistics  on  the  an- 
nual national  fire  loss) . 

Thus,  the  ideal  insurance  is  that  which 
eliminates  the  fire  bug,  permits  full  indem- 
nity for  your  own  losses,  lowers  the  prem- 
ium rate — and  returns  to  you  in  the  form  of 
interest  that  portion  of  your  premium  which 
in  joint  stock  companies  is  retained  for  cor- 
poration dividends.  Actually  now  does  any 
method  occur  to  you  which  offers  a  more 
perfect  combined  protection  and  low  cost? 
Apply  it  to  yourself,  and  you  have:  Annual 
saving  on  premiums  of  30  percent  to  50  per- 
cent. Continuous  inspection  to  minimize 
risk;  same  individual  protection  as  under 
present  policies. 

Seems  nonsensical  doesn't  it,  to  pay,  pay, 
pay,  year  after  year,  premium  after  prem- 
ium— to  reimburse  someone  else  for  his 
fire — with  what  is  left  of  your  premium 
retained  for  dividends.  Then  you  pay 
again.  It's  a  continuous  round  of  expenses 
which  Interinsiurance  provides  against.  Be- 
come an  Interinsurance  subscriber. 

But  this  is  a  matter  for  your  judgment, 
not  our  insistence.  However,  you  may  be 
interested  in  some  of  the  firms  which  have 
judged  Interinsurance  worthy.  And  we  are 
enclosing  a  sheet  showing  some  subscrib- 
ers to  this  co-operative  insurance  method. 
Check  it  over  and  note  the  weight  of  mil- 
lions in  the  balance.  Listen:  If  greater 
economy  with  same  protection  appeals,  just 
drop  us  the  enclosed  post  card    while   the 


case  is  before  you.  Or,  send  in  one  of  your 
policy  forms,  and  we  will  make  up  a  sug- 
gestion policy  in  Interinsurance,  for  your 
inspection. 

Sincerely  yours. 

Manager. 

Card  to  be  Filled  Out  by  Victim 

With  a  view  of  co-operating  with  you  but 
in  no  way  obligating  ourselves,  we  desire 
further  information.  We  have  the  follow- 
ing expirations: 

Aug  .  1914  $  Dec  .  1914  $  Apr  .  1915  | 
Sept .  1914  $  Jan  .  1915  |  May  .  1915  $ 
Oct  .  1914  $  Feb  .  1915  |  June  .  1915  $ 
Nov  .  1914  $  Mar.  1915  $  July  .  1915  $ 
Our  building  and  fixture  rate  is  $  .    .    .    . 

contents  rate  is  $ 

AYe  have  been  engaged  in  business  .    .    . 
years  and  suffered  fire  losses  as  follows: 

Name 

St.  Address 

City 

Remarks 

The  Coast  Eeview  adds:  Interinsurers 
make  no  efficient  inspections  but  steal  the 
stock  companies'  rates  based  on  inspections 
and  experience.  Interinsurers  promise 
dividends,  but —  They  promise  a  low  ex- 
pense ratio  but —  Tliey  are  failing  and 
leaving  unpaid  losses. 

It  is  true  that  big  firms  accept  interinsur- 
ance indemnity  but  it  is  because  they  are 
"target"  or  undesirable  risks  and  cannot 
procure  first  rate  stock  insurance. 

Stock  companies  rarely  pay  dividends  out 
of  underwriting  profits,  but  pay  them  out  of 
interest  earnings.  Underwriting  profits 
have  recently  averaged  only  1^  percent. 


Number  is  the  essence  or  first  principle 
of  things,  said  Pythagoras.  The  very 
modern  doctrine  of  electrons,  and  "nothing 
but  electrons,"  seems  to  support  this  pithy 
dogma  of  poor  Pyth. 

Monarchy :  A  government  directed  by  one 
man.     There  is  none. 
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Concluded  from  October  Coast  Review 


PACIFIC     COAST    DEPARTMENT    FIRE    BUSINESS. 

By  Companies,  Agencies  and  Departments, 

(This  Compilation  is  original  with  the  Coast  Review.) 

WHERE  THE  COMPANIES  WRITE.      , 

The  figures  in  this  compilation  of  Coast  business  by  agencies  and 
departments,  written  in  San  Francisco,  represent  the  business  of  states 
and  territories  (as  per  numbers),  as  follows : 


1.  CALIFORNIA. 

2.  OREGON, 

3.  WASHINGTON, 

4.  IDAHO, 

5.  MONTANA, 

6.  UTAH, 

7.  NEVADA, 

8.  ARIZONA, 

9.  WYOMING. 


10.  COLORADO, 

11.  NEW  MEXICO 

12.  HAWAII. 

13.  ALASKA, 

14.  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

15.  PHILIPPINES, 

16.  MEXICO  or  TEXAS, 

17.  ALBERTA, 

18.  SASKATCHEWAN. 


San  — Coast — 

Companies  and  Afencies                      Fran  Prem's               Lesses        Ratio 

Prem  s  Rec'd                Incur'd   Percent 

39  McC.  Kelley— Yorkshire. 

39    1913 23,608  140,260             48.895        34.9 

43    1912 12,555  70,468             10,780        15.3 

$36,163  $210,728           $.39,675        28. 
Write  in  1  to  9  and  12,13. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums.  17. 

40  C.  C.  Kinney  —Franklin,  Reliance,  Standard. 

Total  1913 32,570  136,463           87.105        63.5 

38    1912 36.226  154,328           83.741        54.8 

28     1911 42,2:18  295.015          128,973        43.2 

$111,031  $585,806        $299,819        51. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  19. 

41  Geo.  W.  Brooks  — Michigan  Commercial,  Arizona  Fire. 

41  1913 15,818  120,048           51,276        45.2 

Writeinl,2,  3,5.  8. 12, 13. 

Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  12. 

42  Chapman  &  Nauman  —  .Jersey  Underwriters,  British  it  Federa 

Und..Germania  Underwrs. 

42  1913 23.134  71,024             17.800        25.0 

1912 33,129  1.50,444             40,753        27.1 

1911 17,321  45,635               5,310        11.6 

$73,5&i  $267,103            $63,863        23. 
Write  in  1  to  3  inclusive. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  27. 

43  Anderson  &  Edwards  — Republic  Underwriters. 

43  1913 14,542  54.944             48,894        89.0 

44  1912 24,839  69,211             26.268        37.9 

1911 24.264  65,522             24  972        38.2 

$63,615  $189,677          $100,134        52. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premium^.  :'■". 


Fire  Insurance  19 


REPORTING  EAST 


San 

—Coast— 

Companies  and  Agencies                      Fran. 

Prem's            Losses       Ratio 

Prem's 

Rec'd            Incur'd  Percent 

Home,  N.  Y.  —  Pacific  States  Departments. 

1913  .    225.829 

1,554,344           750,688        48.2 

1912.    273,370 

1,526,118           582,877       38.1 

1911  .    829,608 

1,582,854           529,540        33.4 

1910  .    396,678 

1.693,404           653,015        38.6 

1909  ,    408.974 

1.686.210           656,642        38.9 

„,  .        .^     ,,    ,                                  $1,634,159     $8,042,930  $3,172,762  39. 
Writes  111  all  the  states  of  the  Pacific  West. 
Percent  of  S.  K.  premiums,  20. 

E.G.Richards  —  North  British  &  Mercantile,  Commonwealth  and 
N.  B.&M.  of  N.  Y. 

1913  .      76.865        964,983  409,632  42.4 

1912  .    100,086        7.32,384  256,999  35.1 

1911  .    105,600        723,695  201,478  27.8 

1910  .     97,490        665,.530  260,194  39.1 

1909  .    108.074        6»t.ll7  243,013  35.5 

,„  .^      .       „  „     -c    -.x.                        $488,115  $3,770,509  $1,371,316  36. 
Writes  in  all  Pacific  West  except  Alaska. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  12. 

Geo.  E.  Kline  — Continental  Fire. 

1913  .      77.070           853,194  422,344  49.5 

1912  .     78.058           796.851  276,365  32.7 

1911  .      76.730           752.245  252,228  33.0 

1910  .      72,942           715,196  309,337  42.5 

1909  .      64.093           686.343  238.690  34.8 

,    ,^   ^             .                      $:368,893   .  $3,803,829  $1,498,964  SsT 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums.  9. 


39.6 


Fidelity-Phenix—           1913  .     42.368  496,729  197  037 

1912.     42,472  422.161  181,249        42!6 

1911  .     36.758  42S,365  172.647        40.4 

1910  .     26.623  451.{XJ6  189,152        41.9 

1909  .          .   ■  414.884  143,338        34.5 

$148,221  $2,213,145  $883,423        40. 

Writes  generally  in  Pacific  West  except  12  and  13. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums.  8. 


G.  H.  Lermit— Northern  Assurance. 
1913  .      76.443 
1912  .    119.322 
1911  .    153.550 
1910  .    171,527 
1909  .    161,909 

624,283 
693,091 
731,572 
733,724 
673.961 

285,819 
298,576 
261,284 
325.617 
2,59.419 

45.7 
43.0 
36.1 
44.3 
38.4 

$685,751       $3,456,631 
Writes  generally  in  Pacific  West  except  4,  5, 12. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  20. 

James  H.  Brewster  —  Scottish  Union  &  National  and 
1913  .     40,410        459,275 

Scottish  Union—               1913 .     38.104         435.728 
1912  .     46,677          413,291 
1911  .     55,227         412,765 
1910  .      64,256          399,906 
1909  .      54,251          255,652 

$1,433,745 

State. 
219,319 

169,942 
153,258 
131.184 
147,998 
161.794 

41. 

45.5 

39.0 
37.0 
31.7 
37.0 
45.5 

$258,515 
Writes  in  all  the  Pacific  West. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  13. 

Germania  Fire—            1913  .     15,274 
1912  .     11,299 
1911  .      ... 
1910.      .   .   . 
1909  .      ... 

$1,917,342 

219.862 
219,685 
228,023 
225.138 
221.010 

$764,176 

158,183 
92,944 
18,129 
75.140 
83.842 

39. 

71.0 
42.3 
51.8 
33.4 
37.9 

$36,573 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  8. 

R.  D.  Harvey  — Royal  Exchange. 

1913  .        ... 
1912  .        ... 
1911  .        ... 
1910  .        ... 
1909  .        ... 

$1,113,718 

112,876 
101,399 
138,797 
134,899 
117,616 

$428,238 

48,332 
42,760 
75,490 
64,697 
56,079 

38. 

42.8 
42.1 
47.1 
47.9 
47.6 

Writes  in  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  9, 10 

$605,617 

$287,358 

47. 
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San 

—  Coast— 

Companies  and  Agencies 

Fran. 

Prems. 

Losses 

Ratio 

Prem's 

Rec'd 

Incur'     Percent                                      || 

Milwaukee  Mechanics— 1913  . 

$  179.705 

$  98,645 

54.8 

1912. 

158„592 

73,152 

40  2 

1911  . 

163.222 

75,376 

40'1 

1910. 

147,720 

68,407 

40-3 

1909  . 

163,907 

58,800 

.35-9 

$813,206 

$374,506 

46. 

Writes  in  2.  3.  4,  5.  6.  8.  9, 10, 11. 

New  Hampshire—           1913  . 

27.904 

179,913 

02,072 

34.7 

1912  . 

5,642 

95,281 

35,317 

37.0 

1911  . 

92.164 

32,-552 

35.3 

1910. 

90.197 

30,987 

32.2 

1909  . 

91.659 

27,906 

30.9 

$555,214 

$189,434 

34. 

Writesinl,2,  3,5,  6. 

Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums  (in  1913),  15. 

New  Jersey—                    1913  . 

18.017 

121,-597 

43,620 

35.8 

1912. 

21,018 

42,915 

14,952 

.34.8 

$39,035 

$164,512 

$58,572 

35. 

Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  23. 

City  of  New  York—           1913 

.      14,710 

69,812 

52,999 

75.9 

1912 

13,798 

02,981 

19,.530 

31.0 

1911 

10,754 

34,684 

1,404 

04.0 

$39,262 

$167,477 

$73,933 

44. 

Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  23. 

Concordia—                       1913 . 

39.606 

141.828 

108,593 

76.6 

1912 

44,409 

151,124 

08,5iU 

45.3 

1911 

37.456 

166,321 

02,145 

37.3 

1                                                                                           1910 

34.130 

142.040 

44,094 

31.0 

!                                                                                      1909 

14.609 

97,S10 

35,.519 

.30.5 

$170,210 

$699,123 

$318,915 

45. 

1                               Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  24. 

German  Fire,  Pittsburg—  1913 

.      21.753 

44,5.54 

32,061 

72.0 

1912 

22.232 

85,246 

39,440 

40.2 

1911 

24,060 

100,092 

31,947 

31.6 

1910 

22.648 

102,177 

34.216 

33.5 

1909 

9,997 

40,264 

15,987 

39.9 

$109,690 

$372,333 

$153,651 

41. 

Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  29. 

German  Fire,  Illinois—     1913 

5,242 

22,469 

18,006 

83. 

1912 

7.638 

22,207 

1.5,045 

70.4 

1911 

10,814 

31,244 

15,012 

49  9 

1910 

14,864 

48,123 

27,598 

57.4 

1909 

19,842 

54,790 

27,709 

.50.6 

$58,400 

$178,839 

$105,230 

59. 

1                                Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  32. 

1                                     Prussian  National— H.  Letton 

.Jr. 

1913 

15,316 

203,548 

131  ,.582 

64.6 

1912 

17,525 

295.253 

147,-535 

49.9 

1911 

23.603 

221,377 

110,069 

49.7 

1910 

2,020 

182,177 

06.114 

36.3 

1909 

102,S(16 

65,028 

39.3 

$59,064 

$1,005,171 

520,328 

49. 

Writes  in  1,  2,  3.  4,  5.  6,  9,  10. 

Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums.  6. 

State  Assurance—              1;»13 

2.305 

23,540 

11.8.53 

.50.4 

1912 

2,676 

21 ,280 

6.203 

29.0 

1911 

1,140 

25,946 

8,3.50 

.32.2 

1910 

1,824 

25,557 

14,744 

57.7 

1909 

2,452 

20,090 

9,141 

35  1 

$10,397 

$122,419 

$50,357 

41. 

Writes  in  1,  5,  6,  10. 

Percout  of  S,  F.  premiums,  8. 

Fearl 


earless  an 
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Cottages  and  Flats  Costs 

The  City  Club  of  Chicago  has  prepared 
figures  on  the  comparative  cost  of  up-keep 
of  frame  and  brick  or  concrete  dwellings. 
It  estimates  that  a  fair  average  cost  of  frame 
cottages  is  |1,300,  and  of  brick  cottages 
$1,650;  of  frame  two  story  buildings,  $2,400 
and  of  two  story  brick  buildings,  $3,100. 
The  relative  annual  expense  to  the  owners 
of  brick  and  frame  buildings,  covering  taxes, 
fire  insurance,  exterior  painting,  repairs 
and  renewal  of  roofs,  spread  over  a  period 
of  years,  is  shown  to  be  $73.70  for  a  frame 
cottage  and  $57.60  for  a  brick  cottage. 
Allowing  6  percent  interest  on  the  excess 
cost  of  the  brick  cottage,  the  annual  expense 
of  this  type  over  frame  is  $4.90.  For  re- 
newal of  roof  $8  per  year  is  allowed,  con- 
sidering the  new  roof  at  $120,  with  an  aver- 
age life  of  sixteen  years.  No  allowance  for 
depreciation  is  made  in  any  case,  but  there 
is  an  annual  allowance  of  $10  for  exterior 
repairs  on  the  fi*ame  cottage,  with  $5  on 
the  brick  cottage. 

The  allowance  for  taxes  and  repairs  and 
insurance  on  these  brick  dwellings  is 
scarcely  more  than  half  the  percentage 
which  life  insurance  companies  pay  for 
taxes  and  repairs  on  their  real  estate  hold- 
ings. 

The  above  cost  of  buildings  is  much  less 
than  in  San  Francisco,  as  is  also  the  cost  of 
repairs.  Eeal  estate  men  tell  us  that  the 
cost  of  repairs  of  rented  ordinary  cottages 
and  flats  averages  $25  a  year. 

We  conclude  therefore  that  the  "carefully 
prepared"  estimates  of  the  Chicago  Club 
are  punk. 

The  Board's  Dignified  Protest 

The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  wrote  to 
the  mayor  of  San  Francisco  a  very  conserva- 
tive letter  of  protest  against  the  attempted 
removal  of  the  very  efficient  chief  of  the 
fire  department.     We  quote: 

"The  principal  factor  in  establishing  fire 
insurance  rates  is  protection,  and  the  credit 
allowed  therefore  is  based  on  the  efficiency 
of  the  fire  department  which,  in  a  city  like 
San  Francisco,  must  be  maintained  at  tlie 
highest  standard.  The  vocation  of  a  fire- 
man  naturally    results    in    much    enforced 


idleness.  For  the  chief  to  produce  efficiency 
from  such  an  occupation  requires  rigid 
discipline,  which  is  often  resented. 

"Coupled  with  the  qualifications  to  main- 
tain efficiency  in  the  department  must  go  an 
exceptional  ability  to  cope,  not  only  with 
the  ordinary  fire,  but  with  the  extraordinary 
and  serious  conflagration.  Such  ability 
under  all  conditions  has,  in  our  judgment, 
been  demonstrated  by  Chief  Murphy  and, 
if  we  are  correctly  informed,  the  enemies 
he  has  made  and  the  only  friction  said  to 
exist,  have  been  due  to  the  discipline  en- 
forced and  the  intelligence  required. 

"Men  who  have  violated  the  law,  as  you 
have  charged,  by  summarily  dismissing 
from  the  service  a  man  thoroughly  capable 
and  competent,  in  the  ininds  of  those  best 
qualified  to  judge,  could  scarcely  be  expected 
to  give  him  a  fair  trial. 

"When  the  chief  is  reinstated  this  com- 
mission could  not  be  expected  to  give  him 
such  support  as  would  enable  him  to  main- 
tain the  necessary  efficiency  and  discipline 
of  the  department. 

"Therefore,  we  urge  you  to  take  im- 
mediate steps,  under  the  charter,  looking  to 
the  removal  of  the  present  commissioners 
and  the  appointment  of  others  who  will 
work  in  harmony  with  the  fire  chief  in  the 
interest  of  the  property-owners  of  this  city." 


The  Fire  Mutual  Is  Entitled  to  News- 
paper Honesty 
Mutuals  Do  Not  Furnish  Sure  Protection 

The  fire  company  or  agent  or  insurance 
journal  that  knowingly  circulates  falsehoods 
and  exaggerations  concerning  any  fire 
mutual  is  not  less  dishonest  than  a  repudi- 
ating mutual  itself. 

We  do  not  know  that  any  company  or 
agent  has  knowingly  circulated  untrue  state- 
ments or  untrue  press  cuttings  about  any 
fire  mutual.  We  hope  never  to  know  that. 
But  we  do  know  that  a  local  contemporary 
prints  false  statements  concerning  Coast 
fire  mutuals,  for  we  have  investigated  these 
press  assertions  and  have  corresponded  with 
the  loss  claimants  referred  to,  receiving,  in 
reply  their  denials  of  the  truth  of  the  charges 
as  made  by  our  unscrupulous  local  con- 
temporary. 'Move  than  that,  these  claimants 
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said  the  settlements  were  satisfactory  and 
the  claims  were  paid  in  full. 

The  truth  is  enough.  The  falsehood  is  a 
boomerang,  and  Inu-ts  the  stock  companies 
without  haiming  the  mutuals. 

The  Coast  Review  has  criticised  many 
mutuals  but  not  one  of  them  ever  sued  it 
for  libel. 

There  are  two  valid  arguments  against 
mutual  fire  insurance.  They  are:  "rates are 
inadequate,"  and  "losses  have  not  been 
paid  in  full."  Both  statements  are  true  of 
mutuals  in  general;  but  it  is  possible  that  a 
mutual  here  and  there,  as  a  county  or  town 
mutual,  may  write  at  rates  inadequate  for 
a  wide  territory  or  long  experience  but 
enough  to  pay  for  a  time  its  few  and  small 
losses  in  a  narrow  territory.  Such  "insur- 
ance" will  prove  to  be  no  insurance  when 
its  experience  becomes  that  of  the  general 
average. 

Some  True  Things 

The  broker  or  local  agent  has  the  right  to 
assert  that  when  tested  by  fire — by  a  quick 
series  of  losses — the  mutual  proves  to  be  no 
real  and  adequate  protection  against  loss  by 
fire.  No  form  of  insurance  can  give  that 
protection  unless  its  rates  are  adequate 
because  based  on  long  and  wide  experience, 
and  its  policy  is  backed  by  substantial  sur- 
plus funds — and  its  adequate  premiums  are 
collected  in  advance. 

The  agent  is  also  warranted  in  asserting 
that  more  than  a  thousand  American  fire 
mutuals  have  failed  and  left  unpaid  claims, 
while  it  is  an  extremely  rare  thing  for  a 
capital  stock  company  to  fail  and  leave  un- 
paid claims  wdiich  the  capital  is  unequal  to 
discharge. 

As  Between  the  Two  Kinds 

The  difference  between  capital  stock  and 
mutual  fire  insurance  is  the  difi'erence 
between  coin  and  a  promise,  between  a 
secured  and  an  unsecured  note,  between 
the  chances  of  an  experienced  and  an  un- 
experienced business  man,  between  a  bank 
with  capital  and  surplus  and  one  without 
either. 

Why  does  the  Board  charge  10  cents  for  a 
gasoline  permit  in  California  and  25  cents 
in  othei  states? 


Adjusting  and  Appraising 

In  cases  where  the  claimant  cannot  be 
reasoned  or  coaxed  into  caring  for  and 
patting  property  in  order,  or  where  he  will 
not  fish  or  cut  bait,  the  adjuster  should  not 
leave  in  disgust,  but  should  serve  notice  in 
writing  showing  him  what  is  required  by 
the  policy  contract;  calling  particular  atten- 
tion to  putting  property  in  the  best  possible 
order,  separating  the  damaged  and  undam- 
aged property  and  making  a  statement, 
signed  and  sworn  to,  giving  cash  value  of 
and  amount  of  loss  claimed  on  each  article. 

The  adjuster  must  keep  in  mind  that  the 
claimant  is  inexperienced  and  ill-advised, 
and  that  while  he  cannot  force  the  claim- 
ant to  follow  the  contract,  he  can  wait  and 
should  stay  with  him  until  he  does  follow 
it,  always  keeping  in  mind  that  a  poor  set- 
tlement is  better  than  a  winning  law  suit. 

Appraisement 

"When  the  statement  of  value  and  claim 
for  loss  has  been  filed  in  proper  form,  the 
adjuster  must  pass  on  the  claim  and  admit 
the  amount  of  loss  on  each  item  as  claimed, 
or,  if  the  claim  on  any  item  or  items  be 
excessive,  the  adjuster  must  make  a  return 
offer  of  the  amount  he  will  allow  on  such 
item  or  items;  and,  upon  refusal  to  accept 
such  offer  by  the  claimant,  the  disagree- 
ment under  which  an  appraisement  can  be 
demanded  will  have  arisen  and  the  adjuster 
must  then  demand  an  appraisement. 

The  California  Standard  form  of  policy 
and  the  Fireman's  Fund  Coast  form  pro- 
vide that  the  appraisers  must  be  named  in 
writing  and  the  awards  verified. 

The  New  York  form  does  not  require 
that  the  appraisers  shall  be  named  in  writ- 
ing or  sworn.  There  is  no  provision  in 
either  of  the  forms  compelling  the  insured 
to  sign  an  appraisal  agreement. 

In  an  amicable  settlement,  preliminaries 
can  be  mutually  waived  and  an  appraise- 
ment of  loss  had  on  such  item  or  items  as 
the  adjuster  and  the  insured  do  not  agree 
on. 

An  appraisement  should  be  the  last  resort 
of  an  adjuster  in  settling  a  loss. 

Jumping  into  an  appraisement  without 
proper  preparation  and  first  exhausting  all 
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efforts  to  settle  amicably  is  imprudent  and 
costly. 

A  disagreement  on  a  percentage  of  loss 
or  on  a  lump  sum  cannot  be  the  basis  for  a 
disagreement  that  will  enforce  an  appraise- 
ment. 

Cases  will  occur  after  the  statement  of 
loss  is  filed  in  which  an  adjuster  will  be 
justified  in  refusing  to  admit  any  damage 
to  the  stock,  or  to  enter  into  an  appraisal ; 
he  need  not  deny  liability  under  the  policy, 
nor  admit  loss  to  the  property  if  there  be 
no  visible  damage,  but  in  such  cases  the 
claimant,  at  the  expiration  of  the  required 
time  after  filing  proof,  may  sue  the  com- 
pany and  prove  the  loss  in  court. 

Merchandise  Should   Show  Damage 

The  adjuster  should  not  agree  to  submit 
to  appraisal  any  stock  that  does  not  show 
visible  damage. 

The  appraisers,  reliable  and  reputable 
merchants  that  should  be  selected,  will, 
from  their  mercantile  training,  look  upon 
a  submitted  stock  as  thrown  on  the  street 
for  sale,  and  as  an  assigned  or  bankrupt 
stock  is  rated  at  70  percent  or  less  on  the 
dollar,  the  admission  of  the  adjuster,  when 
he  agrees  to  an  appraisal  on  any  stock, 
immediately  drops  such  stock  to  70  percent 
on  the  dollar,  and  the  appraisers  will  allow 
30  percent  loss  at  least:  the  adjuster  will 
demur,  but  having  paved  the  way  for  a  30 
percent  loss  by  agreeing  to  a  damage  that 
did  not  exist,  he  must  swallow  his  wrath, 
and  the  company  must  pay  a  loss  on 
undamaged  property.  —  Firemans  Fund 
Recoi'd. 


In  the  appointment  of  appraisers  the  most 
fit  men  should  be  selected.  They  should, 
of  course,  be  men  of  good  reputation ;  and 
if  possible — and  it  is  generally  possible — the 
appraiser  should  be  familiar  with  the  class 
of  goods  whose  value  he  must  appraise. 
Yet  we  recall  a  case  where  a  hardware 
merchant  in  a  large  city  was  selected  to 
appraise  damage  to  a  stock  of  clothing. 
Incompetent  and  inexperienced  adjusters 
and  appraisers  can  and  do  easily  make  a 
farce  of  adjusting  and  appraising  and  bring 
fire  underwriting  into  general  contempt. 


Conspired  With  Adjuster  Fish 

Morris  Mann,  a  hardware  dealer,  testified 
in  the  trial  of  Joseph  Fish,  wealthy  fire  loss 
adjuster  and  alleged  member  of  the  Chicago 
arson  ring,  that  he  entered  into  a  conspiracy 
with  Fish  and  David  Korshak,  confessed 
incendiary,  wiiich  resulted  in  the  burning 
of  his  own  hardware  store  in  south  State 
street  and  the  collection  of  $2,000  insurance. 
"I  agreed  to  pay  Korshak  $600  for  the 
torch  job,"  said  Mann.  "Mr.  Fish,  after 
adjusting  the  loss,  told  me  that  he  had 
deducted  his  10  percent,  $200,  and  had 
given  Korshak  1450,  besides  paying  small 
sums  to  several  others.  I  got  $700  when 
the  thing  was  all  settled.  Fish  told  me  the 
fire  loss  was  difficult  to  adjust,  and,  though 
the  place  was  insured  for  $6,000,  only  $2,000 
was  collected." 


Incendiary    Attempt    to    Destroy    Church 

Sebastopol,  Cal. — That  the  fire  that  some 
time  ago  destroyed  the  First  31.  E.  church, 
and  the  later  one  that  partially  destroyed 
the  First  Congregational  church  at  Sebas- 
topol were  of  incendiary  origin  seems  practi- 
cally certain.  Several  days  ago  the  Rev. 
Father  J.  R.  Cantillon,  rector  of  St.  Sebas- 
tian's churcli  at  Sebastopol,  smelled  smoke 
and  made  an  investigation,  but  could  not 
locate  the  cause  at  the  time.  A  further 
investigation  in  the  basement  of  the  church 
revealed  a  pile  of  partially  burned  oil  soaked 
rags  that  had  been  the  cause  of  the   smoke. 


Percival  Beresford  is  now  United  States 
manager  of  the  Phoenix  Assurance  and  the 
Swiss  Reinsurance  and  president  of  the 
Imperial  Assurance  (late  Pelican) .  L.  P. 
Bayard,  joint  manager  and  president,  retires 
after  twenty -six  years'  service  with  the 
Phoenix  and  nearly  fifty-two  years'  insur- 
ance work. 


San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Dec.  31. — Flareback 
of  oil-burner  in  basement  of  Roos  Bros, 
store  at  Stockton  and  Market  caused  small 
smoke  damage. 


Truckee,  Cal.,  Dec.  27.  — Glendale  hotel, 
the  largest  in  town,  was  burned  yesterday 
with  small  insurance. 
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A  Humorist  on  Life  Insurance 

From  The  Coast  Review  20  Years  Ago 

"Bill"  Nye  is  developinga  "quieter"  vein 
of  humor,  which  may  win  for  him  new  ad- 
mirers. His  contributions  to  the  solemn 
daily  press  are  now  seasonable  as  well  as 
highly  seasoned.  There  was  a  whole  lecture 
in  his  "payment  of  war  prices  for  slumber" 
in  palace  cars.  A  dearth  of  subjects  sug- 
gested insurance,  and  Willie  polkaed  down 
a  wliole  column,  poking  fun  at  fire  adjusters. 
Later  he  was  Nye  laughing  himself  sick 
over  the  recollection  of  his  medical  exami- 
nation by  a  life  insurance  company  on 
Manhattan  island.  We  make  room  "in- 
side" for  a  few  slices  of  Mr.  Nye's  peculiar 
humor.  The  whole  melancholy  melange 
can  be  found  in  the  Sunday  and  other  relig- 
ious paper  of  October: 

I  was  examined  three  years  ago  at  the 
general  office  of  the  Mutual  Endowment 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Dream  of  Wealth 
Insurance  Association  in  New  York,  and 
quite  a  number  of  extremely  personal  ques- 
tions were  asked  by  a  handsomely  dressed 
physician,  who  only  partially  concealed  his 
scorn  when  he  noticed  that  at  the  elbow  of 
my  red  medicated  flannels  a  September 
twilight  on  the  French  Broad  river  had 
been  worked  with  lemon  colored  German- 
town  wool. 

He  asked  if  pimples  had  ever  shown 
themselves  on  my  grandfather's  side.  I 
said  no,  which  was  true,  although  I  was 
careful  not  to  say  that  he  had  a  rising  once, 
at  the  base  of  the  clavicle.  I  considered 
that  fair,  as  I  was  there  to  answer  questions 
and  not  to  volunteer  information. 

"Did  hernia  ever  break  out  in  your 
family,  and,  if  so,  how  far  back?" 

This  was  the  next  question,  and  coming 
as  it  did  from  a  man  whom  I  did  not  know 
from  Adam's  off' ox,  as  the  sayin^r  goes,  I 
flushed  up  to  tht>  roots  of  my  hair  and  told 
him  that  my  grandfather  while  tiyiu':.'  to 
move  a  barn  had  incurred  hernia,  tun  as  to 
how  far  back  it  was,  I  regarded  that  as 
nobody's  business,  and  I  would  shrink  from 


saying  so  even  to  a  well-dressed  man  in 
New  York  City. 

He  also  gave  me  a  little  ausculation  to 
see  if  the  swallows  had  been  nesting  in  my 
broncho  tubes,  as  I  understood  him. 

"Are  you  a  habitual  drunkard,  or  have 
you  ever  been  such?" 

This  question  I  answered  in  a  guarded 
way,  yet  truthfully.  Once  I  was  invited  to 
visit  a  neighbor  about  eleven  years  ago  to 
try  some  doughnuts  and  cider  made  on  the 
place. 

I  now  look  back  upon  that  evening  with 
shame  and  sorrow. 

Little  did  I  dream  then  that  I  would  have 
to  say  anything  about  it  in  after  years  in 
order  to  get  my  life  insured. 

The  cider  was  made  of  Siberian  crab- 
apples  and  placed  in  a  brandy  cask  which 
was  not  thoroughly  renovated.  Some  two 
or  three  quarts  of  the  brandy  had  been 
allowed  to  remain  in  it,  and  then  the 
weather  turned  in  to  be  cold,  freezing  the 
cider  solid,  leaving  in  the  center  a  dose  of 
distilled  spirits  of  a  peculiarly  restless  and 
felonious  nature.  I  remember  driving  home 
in  the  crisp,  frosty  moonlight,  biu  I  did  not 
unharness  the  horses  until  the  following 
day. 

The  following  day  a  special  providence 
brought  on  a  merciful  snowstorm,  which 
wiped  out  tlie  tracks  I  made  on  that  mem- 
orable night. 

The  examining  physician  inquired  if  I 
had  ever  had  delirium  tremens  or  discharge 
of  the  ear.  I  have  not,  though  I  had  a 
discharge  from  my  employer  twenty  years 
ago,  but  it  did  not  become  chronic,  and 
today  I  regard  myself  as  perfectly  recovered 
from  it. 

A  Gray  and  Decrepit  Friend 

I  was  asked  age  of  grandparents,  if  living, 
and  answered  that  if  living  maternal  grand- 
parents would  be  respectively  120  and  114; 
paternal  grandparents,  118  and  112. 

Now  the  company  is  trying  to  crawl  out 
of  the  policy  on  the  ground  that  my  grand- 
parents were  not   living  at  all.     I  did  not 
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pretend  that  they  were  living.  I  said  that 
if  hving  they  would  be  those  ages.  I  hate 
a  corporation  that  wants  to  back  out  after 
it  lias  made  a  fair  and  square  trade  that 
way. 

Is  it  not  disgraceful,  after  asking  me  all 
about  my  private  affairs  and  personal  habits, 
things  that  I  never  have  told  anyone,  not 
even  my  dearest  friend  on  earth  —  that  an 
insurance  company,  claiming  to  stand  with 
a  large  umbrella  spread  so  as  to  keep  ofi 
the  storms  of  adversity  from  the  helpless 
heads  of  widows  and  orphans,  should  seek 
to  crawl  out  of  so  small  a  hole  as  that  ? 


field  to  themselves,  without  fear  of  competi- 
tion or  hope  of  great  profit. 


Objected      to     the     American     Surety 
Statement 

In  a  suit  in  a  San  Francisco  court  a  con- 
temporary objected  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
company's  statement  as  furnished  by  the 
California  state  insurance  department. 

The  printed  form  had  the  words  "Insur- 
ance Company."  The  words  "American 
Surety"  were  written  just  before. 

This,  our  plaintiff  contemporary's  lawyer 
thought,  was  a  serious  error.  His  objections 
made  it  necessary  to  go  to  the  insurance 
commissioner's  office  and  procure  a  new 
certificate  of  resources  and  authority  for 
fifing.  All  the  commissioner  had  to  do  was 
to  draw  a  fine  through  the  printed  word 
"Insurance."  But  this  made  further  delay, 
which  was  useful  but  inconvenient  to  the 
defendant. 


Pure  Water  Beneath  San  Francisco 

San  Francisco  has  a  flow  of  pure  water 
beneath  it,  about  25  feet  below  blue  clay 
and  sea-level.  Ten  test  wells  have  been 
sunk  in  the  western  area,  within  say  two 
miles  of  the  ocean,  with  the  intention  of 
furnishing  water  for  domestic  use  and  fire 
extinguishing.  The  water  company,  because 
of  threatened  city  competition,  long  since 
ceased  to  extend  its  mains. 


The  day  for  new  industrial  life  companies 
is  past,  in  this  country.  Legislative  restric- 
tions and  compulsions  will  hereafter  prevent 
capital  from  risking  itself  for  the  meager 
rewards  of  the  hazardous  venture.  The 
existing  industrial  companies  will  have  the 


To  Accept  June  30  Quoted  Values 

Several  state  insurance  commissioners 
have  already  announced  that  in  the  com- 
panies' annual  statements  of  December  31, 
1914,  the  quoted  market  values  of  June  30, 
1914,  of  insurance  securities  will  be  accepted. 

But  what  if  a  single  state  insurance 
commissioner  refuses  to  accept  such  June 

30  quotations  and  insLsts  on  December  31 
quotations  ? 

Stock  and  bond  exchanges  were  opened 
on  December  31. 

What  will  happen  if  an  enterprising 
solicitor  finds  that  the  surplus  by  December 

31  "market  quotations"  is  much  less  than 
claimed  or  does  not  exist  at  all  ?  Such  a 
thing  is  possible. 


The  Oregon  Life  reports  for  '14  increased 
new  business  and  the  best  year  of  nine. 

Interest  is  advancing  in  rate.  But  how 
about  the  security  ?    Is  that  increasing  too  ? 

"The  scientific  work  of  an  institution 
stands  in  inverse  ratio  to  its  size."  — 
Haeckle.  And  so  it  seems  is  the  originating 
work  of  a  life  insurance  company.  Many 
of  the  great  reforms  or  innovations  of  life 
insurance  w^ere  the  work  of  the  smaller 
American  and  British  life  offices. 

New  Year's  number  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
News  is  perfectly  gorgeous  as  to  its  artistic 
cover.  We  shant  say  "transformation 
scene,"  though  that  phrase  in  our  youth 
was  synonymous  with  beauty  and  gorgeous- 
ness.  The  Mission  scenes  are  truly  Cali- 
fornian  and  the  same  at  all  seasons. 

We  ought  soon  to  hear  of  the  long-ago 
promised  steps  to  mutualize  the  Equitable 
Life.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  stock 
control  of  this  society  weakens  it. 

The  jitney  busses  are  beginning  to  pile  up 
claims  for  the  accident  insurers  to  pay. 
But  the  busses  make  a  market  for  "tin 
cans." 

Knowledge  and  wisdom  come  not  from 
conceit  but  from  humility. 


26 


The  Coast    Review 

LIFE    INSURANCE 


Life  Insurance  A  Great  Saving  Plan 

Nearly  all  the  legal  reserve  funds  of  life 
insurance  companies — some  five  billions  in 
this  country —  are  savings  which  would 
never  be  made  if  life  insurance  were  ofi"ered 
on  the  "natural"  premium  plan,  or  accord- 
ing to  deaths  in  age  classes. 

Just  think  of  this  fact.  Much  of  the 
active  capital  which  builds  homes  and  rail- 
roads and  stocks  farms,  which  enormously 
adds  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
whole  country,  would  have  no  existence  if 
the  legal  reserve  or  sinking  fund  plan  of  life 
insurance  had  no  existence.  The  great 
majority  of  policyholders  would  not  other- 
wise save  money,  or  would  not  wisely  and 
safely  invest  it. 

Without  modern  life  insurance  funds' 
aid,  the  development  of  the  country  would 
lag  many  years  behind  the  present  progress. 
"We  should  not  lead  the  rest  of  I  he  world  in 
miles  of  railroads ;  we  should  not  rank  next 
to  Russia  in  white  population;  and  our  coal 
and  iron  products  would  not  be  greater 
than  those  of  any  other  country. 

Every  man  who  insures  his  life  not  only 
insures  the  welfare  of  his  dependants  but  he 
adds  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  his  country. 


A  Safe  Investment  —  A  Sure  Income    for 
the  Beneficiary 

The  man  who  is  stinting  and  saving  in 
order  to  provide  for  his  family,  not  only 
while  he  is  living,  but  afterwards,  no  doubt 
ponders  often  upon  the  question  of  how  to 
invest  such  funds.  What  he  really  wants 
to  do  is  to  provide  his  family  with  an  income 
rather  than  an  estate.  The  income  he 
already  has,  in  so  far  as  it  results  from  his 
own  efforts  and  abilities,  ceases  witli  his 
death.  He  has  perhaps  other  income  from 
invested  funds,  but  even  in  the  best  of 
hands  investments  sometimes  fail,  and  Imw 
his  funds  will  be  managed  after  he  is  cr^ue 
he  can  only  conjecture. 


This  difficult  situation  has  been  provided 
for  by  modern  life  insurance.  The  contin- 
uous instalment  or  life  income  policy,  origi- 
nally introduced  by  the  Mutual  Life  of  New- 
York,  solves  the  problem.  Our  readers  are 
generally  familiar  with  the  plan.  In  its 
simplest  form,  the  policy  provides  for  the 
payment  of  an  income  in  monthly,  quarterly, 
half  yearly  or  yearly  instalments  for  a 
period  of  full  twenty  years  after  the  maturity 
of  the  policy,  and  for  as  much  longer  time 
as  the  beneficiary  may  live.  If  the  bene- 
ficiary dies  within  the  twenty  years,  the 
income  will  continue  until  the  end  of  that 
period ;  and  twenty  years  is  long  enough  for 
the  youngest  child,  though  a  babe  in  arms, 
to  become  self  -  supporting.  —  Mutual  In- 
terests. 


The  woman  or  other  beneficiary,  untrained 
in  business  ways,  who  may  be  left  with 
property  to  care  for  or  money  to  invest,  is 
liable  to  lose  all  sooner  or  later  through  the 
illadvised  counsel  of  friends;  through  the 
efi'orts  of  swindlers  or  designing  men;  or 
through  her  own  anxiety  to  secure  bigger 
returns  from  her  funds.  All  these  dangers 
are  precluded  by  the  continuous  instalment 
or  life  income  policy. 

This  policy  has  been  written  by  the 
^lutual  Life  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  its  provisions  have  recently  been  made 
applicable  to  every  policy  now  on  the  books 
of  the  company,  whenever  such  course  is 
legally  possible.— Mutual  Interests. 


The  Bankers  Life  Bulletin  says  of  its  W. 
E.  Bargar:  "He's  tlie  man  that  put  the 
Bankers  Life  so  conspicuously  on  the  map 
in  New  York  state.  He  is  the  man  who 
produced  well  over  a  million  in  eleven 
months.  *  *  The  Bankers  Life  is  one  of 
only  three  strictly  Western  companies  that 
can  comply  \vith  the  New  York  law  and  do 
business  in  the  Empire  state.  'Doing  busi- 
ness in  New  Yor.:'  is  a  Bankers  Life 
slogan.  Some  of  the  New  York  companies 
have  said,  in  a  superior   tone,    'You    uiean 
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you  are  trying  to  do  business  in  New  York.' 
\V.  E.  Barger  is  a  living,  breathing,  jump- 
ing and  an  all-fired  active  proof  that  they 
don't  know  what  they  are  talking  about. 
He  DOES  do  business  in  New  York  and  he 
does  it  on  a  grand,  big  scale.  He  divulges 
one  secret  of  his  success.  He  has  no  office. 
He  does  not  wish  for  an  office.  His  theory 
is  to  go  ont  and  get  the  business  rather  than 
to  have  the  business  come  to  him  ensconced 
behind  his  desk." 


The  Insurance  Commissioner  and  the 
Agent 

By  Commissioner  Joliii  J.  S.  Darst  of  West  Virginia 
The  standing  and  reputation  of  insurance 
companies,  and  insurance  generally,  and 
the  welfare  of  the  insuring  public,  are 
irrevocably  bound  up  with  the  agent.  To 
many  the  agent  is  the  company  —  they  buy 
insurance  not  because  they  know  the  com- 
pany, but  because  the  agent  has  won  their 
confidence.  If  the  agent  deceives  his  client, 
or  fails  to  properly  execute  his  duty,  he 
has  injured  not  only  his  client,  but  his 
company  and  the  public  as  well.  Others 
hearing  what  happened  to  their  neighbor, 
are  influenced  not  to  take  insurance,  and 
the  ultimate  result  is  too  often  privation 
and  suffering  for  those  who  would  otherwise 
have  been  provided  for;  hence,  the  necessity 
of  eliminating  the  incompetent  and  untrust- 
worthy; hence,  the  necessity  of  placing  the 
insurance  business  in  the  hands  of  capable, 
honest,  conscientious  men.  Ten  good  agents 
cannot  compensate  for  the  harm  done  by 
one  bad  agent;  what  injures  one  company 
injures  all.  There  is  no  place  in  the  insur- 
ance field  for  the  "twister,"  the  "rebater" 
and  the  "knocker." 

Some  agents,  often  first-class  producers, 
either  through  overzealousness,  misdirected 
enthusiasm,  or  a  certain  amount  of  unscruj?- 
ulousness,  apparently  adopt  as  their  motto: 
"Anything  to  get  the  business,"  and  do  not 
hesitate  to  "knock"  the  competing  company 
if  their  selfish  purposes  will  be  served 
thereby. 

The  competing  company  frequently  is 
accused  of  not  paying  death  losses ;  of  not 
being  financially  responsible,  or  of  robbing 
its  policyholders  through  unfair  practices  of 


some  sort.  Agents  of  this  type  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  place  a  policy  even  if  it  invalidates 
one  already  in  force,  by  reason  of  a  limitation 
of  total  insurance  appearing  in  the  first 
policy,  as  is  often  the  case  in  child  insur- 
ance. 

All  of  this,  of  course,  is  bad  and  the 
in?-urance  department  must  strive  to  correct 
such  conditions. 

There  are  many  border  line  cases  which 
are  extremely  difficult  to  deal  with.  For 
example,  take  "  twisting.  "  Statutory 
"twisting,"  that  is,  twisting  such  as  the 
insurance  commissioner  is  empowered  to 
deal  with,  must  contain  the  element  of 
misrepresentation,  or  "incomplete  compari- 
son of  policies,"  yet  there  are  other  forms 
of  "  twisting "  where  the  presence  of  this 
element  cannot  be  established,  but  which 
are  contrary  to  insurance  ethics  and  preju- 
dicial to  the  public  welfare. 

This  is  but  one  of  the  many  examples 
which  emphasize  the  necessity  for  proper 
co-operation  between  the  insurance  depart- 
ment and  the  company. 


Side  Talks  to  the  Agents 

No  thoughtful  man  can  enter  upon  a  New 
Y'ear  without  at  least  hoping  that  somehow 
it  may  be  a  better  year  than  the  one  gone 
by — that  he  may  live  a  better  life — get  and 
give  more  happiness.  This  hope  finds  ex- 
pression in  Xew  Year  resolutions,  which 
mean  little  or  much  according  to  the  quality 
of  mind  and  heart  in  which  tliey  are  formed. 
All  too  often  such  resolutions  are  soon 
forgotten,  but  still  they  are  helpful.  Here 
are  a  few  which  have  taken  shape  in  my 
own  mind: 

I  shall  endeavor  to  be  a  man,  remember- 
ing that  a  real  man  is  always  kind,  diligent, 
truthful,  faithful — a  gentleman. 

I  shall  strive  for  success,  remembering 
that  true  success  contemplates  a  useful  life, 
a  life  of  service  and  the  giving  out  of  happi- 
ness. 

I  shalllay  up  for  myself  pleasant  memories 
and  store  my  mind  with  profitable  truths, 
remembering  that  these  are  things  which 
abide. 

I  shall  try  to  live  each  day  with  a  con- 
science void  of  oft'ense,  remembering  that  I 


28 


The    Coast    Review 


niu.st  respect  the  feelings  and  rights  of 
others  as  I  wisli  mine  to  be  respected. 

I  shall  curb  my  impatient  spirit,  remem- 
bering that  the  race  is  not  always  to  the 
swift. 

I  shall  bridle  my  tongue  and  guard  my 
speecli,  remembering  that  most  of  the 
trouble  in  this  world  emanates  from  that 
quarter. 

I  shall  strive  to  perform  my  woriv  in  such 
a  way  as  to  satisfy  my  own  ideal  of  honor 
and  diligence,  remembering  that  if  I  fall 
short  of  this  standard  I  am  untrue  to 
myself. — Gail  B.  Johnson. 


never  lost  a  single  dollar  on  its  investments 
during  all  of  the  thirty-five  years  of  its 
history  because  it  has  held  steadfastly  to 
this  investment  policy. 


Bankers  Life  Net  Increase  Is  30    Million 

The  Bankers  Life  Company  of  Des  Moines 
closes  the  year  1914  with  a  net  increase  of 
$30,000,000  in  the  amount  of  legal  reserve 
insurance  in  force.  The  total  of  all  legal 
reserve  insurance  now  in  force  is  enough  to 
put  the  Bankers  Life  among  the  twenty- 
five  leading  legal  reserve  companies  in 
America.  The  entire  amount  has  been 
produced  in  the  short  period  of  three  years. 
This  unparalleled  record  is  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction  to  all  those  interested  in  the 
company,  says  G.  S.  XoUen,  secretary. 

Another  source  of  great  satisfaction  is  the 
financial  record  for  the  year  just  ended. 
The  company  was  able  to  place  investments 
at  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  has  been 
secured  for  several  years.  During  the  entire 
year  investments  were  secured  at  rates 
exceeding  six  percent.  The  total  amount 
so  invested  was  over  $5,000,000.  The  total 
assets  exceed  $24,000,000.  As  the  Bankers 
Life  Company  is  a  mutual  organization  the 
members  derive  all  the  profit  from  such 
increased  earnings.  Substantial  growth  dur- 
ing 1914  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  total 
amount  invested  was  about  half  a  luillion 
dollars  more  than  in  1913. 

Investments  for  the  year  were  made  up 
almost  exclusively  of  real  estate  loans.  All 
were  made  under  the  Iowa  law  which  limits 
loans  to  50  pei'cent  of  the  value  of  the 
property  without  improvements.  The  com- 
pany ha:^  found  these  loans  most  satisfactory 
because  of  the  good  rate  of  interest  and 
securitv    offered.       The    Bankers    Life   has 


Claims  Paid  by  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 

Recent  death  claims  paid  by  the  Mutual 
Life  of  New  York  include  these:  James 
Muirhead,  Victoria,  B.  C,  $7,619;  Wm.  H. 
Hill,  special  agent,  San  Francisco,  $5,004; 
John  H.  Gray,  insurance  agent,  San  Fran- 
cisco, $3,042;  Edward  Kiernan,  Turlock, 
$•5,000;  John  H.  Wilkinson,  Fresno,  $6,002; 
Kpes  EUery,  Alaineda,  Cal.,  $10,4-59;  Wm. 
R.  Robinson,  Portland,  Or.,  $10,049;  Worden 
C.  Xoble,  Salt  Lake  City,  $12,210;  Joseph 
S.  Richards,  Salt  Lake  City,  $10,101;  Tony 
J.  Jacobson,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  $5,000; 
Thos.  W.  Woldergrave,  Seattle,  $5,056; 
John  Mueller,  Seattle,  $7,090. 

Large  death  claims  paid   by   the   Mutual 
Life    of  New    York    in    the    year    ending 
November  21,  1914,  include  these: 
California — 

Fresno,  Thos.  "W.  Patterson  .  .  $25,000 
Pittsburg,  Chas.  A.  Hooper  .  .  25,221 
San  Francisco,  John  J.  Crawford  21,154 
San  Francisco,  Bernard  W.  Stein- 

mann 25,049 

San  Diego,  Charles  R.  Groff  .    .    25,090 
Oregon — 

Eugene,  Otis  R.  Allen 44,604 

Washington — 

Seattle,  Jacob  Furth, 51,596 

Seloh,  nr.  Eugene,  M.  Carr    .    .    26,853 
"Wyoming — 
Sheridan,  Stewart  Kennedy    .    .    20,015 


Germania  Life  Changes 

Cornelius  Doremus,  after  55  years  with 
the  company,  has  resigned  the  presidency 
of  the  Germania  Life  of  New  York.  He 
declined  a  re-election,  being  in  poor  health. 
Hubert  Cillis,  vice  president,  succeeds  to 
the  presidency.  Max  A.  Wesendock 
becomes  vice  pre.sident,  John  Fnhrer,  vice 
president  and  actuary,  Carl  Ileyl,  vice 
president  and  secretary,  and  T.  Louis  Han- 
sen, superintendent  of  agencies. 


Some  Spokane  life  notes  on  last  page. 
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Lloyds  of  London 

Tlie  ^Manchester  Policyholder  continues 
its  campaign  against  Lloyds  of  London,  and 
the  security  furnished  by  Lloyds'  under- 
writers. 

Ordinary  companies  transacting  fire  and 
personal  ac(!ident  insurance  must  deposit 
witli  the  Board  of  Trade  and  annually  sub- 
mit a  report  giving  particulars  as  to  the  fire 
and  accident  business,  reserves  in  hand, 
etc. 

A  member  of  Lloyds,  doing  the  classes  of 
business  named,  and  perhaps  writing  more, 
need  only  deposit  £2,000  and  furnish  a 
yearly  statement  showing  the  extent  and 
character  of  the  fire  and  accident  business 
effected  by  him.  However,  there  is  an 
alternative  for  even  this  reduced  require- 
ment, namely,  that: 

(a)  All  premiums  shall  without  any 
apportionment  be  placed  in  a  trust  fund  (in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  a  trust 
deed) . 

(b)  Underwriters  shall  furnish  security 
which  shall  be  available  solely  to  meet 
claims,  wliioh  security  may  be  furnished  in 
the  form  of  either  a  deposit  or  a  guarantee, 
or  partly  in  one  form  and  partly  in  the 
other. 

(c)  The  underwriter  shall  submit  his 
accounts  to  an  accountant  approved  by  the 
committee  of  Lloyds,  and  lodge  with  the 
Board  of  Trade,  not  the  accounts  them- 
selves, but  the  auditor's  certificate. 

On  November  27,  Sir  Harold  Elverston 
asked  certain  questions  of  the  president  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  to  which  the  latter 
oflicial  replied  as  follows: 

The  Board  of  Trade  have  no  record  of 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  ceased  to 
act  as  underwriters  at  Lloyds  during  the 
years  1913  and  1912,  but  I  am  informed  by 
the  committee  of  Lloyds  that  the  immbers 
for  those  two  years  are  twenty  and  twenty- 
four,  rsepectively. 

No  Lloyds  underwriters  have  furnished 
the  Board  of  Trade  with  a  statement  sliow- 
ing  the  extent  and  character   of    the    busi- 


ness effected  by  them  in  accordance  with 
Schdule  8  (B)  and  (C)  I  (b)  of  the  Assur- 
ance Companies  Act,  1909;  .544  underwriters 
elected  to  comply  with  the  alternative  re- 
quirements contained  in  Schedule  8  (B)  and 
(C)  2,  and  furnish  the  Board  with  account- 
ants' certificates. 

The  amount  of  the  deposits  furnished  in 
accordance  with  Schedule  8  (B)  and  (C)  2 
(b)  of  the  Assurance  Companies  Act,  1909, 
by  Lloyds  underwriters  as  security  for 
claims  in  connection  with  fire  and  accident 
and  other  non-marine  business  is  £263,750. 
The  amount  of  the  security  furnished  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  referred  to 
in  the  form  of  guarantees  is  £4,436,000. 
Xo  part  of  these  guarantees  has  been  given 
by  persons  other  than  Lloyds  members. 

SECURITY 

It  thus  appears  that  the  security  in  1914 
consists  of  the  following: 

Deposits £  263,7.50 

Guarantees  by  non-members     .    .  nil 

Mutual  guarantees  by  members    .    4,436,000 


£4,699,750 
Comparing   these   figures    with    previous 
records  obtained  from  the  same   source  we 
find: 

1912  1914 

No.  of  members    ...  511  544 

Deposits £207,000    £263,750 

Guarantees  by  non-mem- 
bers          491,,530         .    .    . 

Mutual  guarantees  by 

members     ....      2,885,210  4,436,000 

The  Policyholder  makes  the  point  that 
the  Mutual  guarantees  amount  to  no  less 
than  94.4  percent  of  the  total  security,  con- 
sequently their  value  is  of  vital  interest  to 
the  public. 

In  this  connection  The  Policyholder  goes 
on  to  say : 

The  full  text  of  the  guarantee  agree- 
ment shows  that  tlie  liability  of  each  guaran- 
tor is  strictly  limited  as  against  all  creditors 
to  the  sum  set  against  his  name,  and  within 
the  hmits  of  this  stipulation  they  appear  to 
be  severally  liable  as  between  themselves  to 
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make  o;ood  the  contributions  of  any  defaulter 
or  defaulters.  The  committee  of  Lloyds 
have  absolute  discretion  as  to  the  admission 
or  rejection  of  any  claims,  and  "nothing  in 
the  agreement  shall  be  deemed  to  confer  on 
any  person  or  policyholder  whatsoever  any 
right,  title  or  equity  of  claim  to  participate 
in  the  moneys  to  be  paid  by  the  guarantors 
...  or  to  compel  the  committee  to  enforce 
the  agreement  or  to  render  any  account  of 
the  moneys  received."  This  means  that, 
apart  from  the  goodwill  of  the  committee 
of  Lloyds,  these  guarantees,  forming  over 
ninety  percent  of  the  so-called  security,  are 
not  the  class  of  assets  or  security  which  an 
insured  is  entitled  to  expect,  and  certainly 
not  such  as  we  should  recommend  him  to 
accept,  for  the  committee  may,  at  their  sole 
discretion,  release  any  guarantor  from  all 
liability  under  an  agreement  upon  such 
terms  as  they  think  fit,  or  they  may  even 
put  an  end  to  the  agreement  and  repay  to 
the  guarantor  the  moneys  which  have  been 
contributed,  and  no  one  presumably  may 
question  their  action. 


Retireiqieiit  of  Mr.  Bayard 

Phoenix  Assurance  Company,  Limited, 

London,  Dec.  23,  1914. 

I  have  to  advise  you  that  ^Ir.  Louis  P. 
Bayard  will  retire  from  the  joint  manage- 
ment of  the  United  States  branch  of  the 
company,  as  from  January  1st  next.  Mr. 
Bayard's  insurance  career  extends  over 
fifty  years ;  for  twenty  -  six  years  he  has 
faithfully  and  ably  served  the  company  and 
I  am  sure  you  will  join  witli  me  in  hoping 
that  he  may  long  be  spared  to  enjoy  his  well 
earned  retirement  from  active  business. 

Mr.  Percival  Beresford,  at  present  joint 
manager,  becomes  manager  of  the  United 
States  bi'auch  of  the  company,  as  from  the 
1st  proximo  and  I  bespeak  for  him  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  loyalty  and  consideration  of 
our  interests  that  we  have  learned  to  expect 
from  you  in  the  past. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  Ryan,  General  Manager. 

Retirement  of  Mr.  Bayard  and  Secretary  Irving: 
The  board  of  directors   of  the   Imperial 
Assurance  announce  with  much  regret  the 
resignation  of  Louis  1*.  Bayard  as  president 


of  the  company.  Mr.  Bayard  has  been 
connected  with  the  management  of  the 
company  as  vice  president  and  president 
since  its  organization  in  1899. 

The  board  also  announces  with  regret  the 
resignation  of  A.  D.  Irving,  Jr.,  as  secretary 
of  the  company  as  from  the  31st  instant. 
Mr.  Irving  retires  from  the  service  of  the 
company  to  become  associated  with  a  brok- 
erage firm. 

Percival  Beresford,  late  vice  president,  has 
this  day  been  elected  president  of  the 
Imperial.  Hart  Darlington  has  been  elected 
vice  president  and  Howard  Terhune  has 
been  appointed  secretary,  all  as  from  the 
first  of  January. 


Most  Loyal  Grand  Gander  Writes  to  the 
Blue  Gooses  Ab :ut  Visiting  the  Pan- 
ama-Pacific Exposition 

Columbus,  0.,  Jan.  9,  1915. 
To  Members  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Order  of  The  Blue  Goose,  Greeting: 
It  would  have  been  more  pleasing  to  me 
had  it  been  possible  to  address  each  member 
personally,  but  feeling  sure  you  all  appreci- 
ate the  various  difficulties  in  tiie  way  of 
such  an  attempt  I  ask    your    attention  here 

for  THREE    MIXCTES. 

Our  Honorable  Order  is  a  fraternal  one 
for  the  reason  that  if  we,  as  fire  insurance 
men,  are  to  realize  the  fullest  measure  of 
success  in  our  business,  the  true  spirit  of 
fraternity  must  exist  and  be  manifested 
everywhere  and  all  the  time. 

If,  in  this  day  and  age,  there  are  any  who 
indicate  by  word  or  action  their  belief  in 
being  able  to  "go  it  alone"  they  are  not 
only  deceiving  themselves  but  are  getting 
ready  for  the  "scrap-pile."  Furthermore, 
anyone  can  "knock"  or  "throw  the  gloom" 
but  it  is  a  manly  man  who  will  add  a  word 
of  cheer  esix»cially  if  conditions  happen  to 
be  a  bit  discouraging  for  the  moment. 

Therefore  I  make  this  as  an  appeal  to 
every  trtie  believer  in  the  spirit  of  fraternity 
that  he  make  it  more  specially  manifest  in 
every  possible  way,  and  especially  to  the  one 
who,  by  reason  of  environment  or  some 
special  conditions,  has  become  discouraged 
or  pessimistic,  that  he  may  take  heart  and  be 
made  to  feel  that  when  one  sufi"ers  all  sufler. 
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Our  motto  should  be  "one  for  all  and  all 
for  one." 

The  very  nature  of  our  Order  makes  it 
imperative  that  eacli  individual  member 
should  feel  a  greater  degree  of  solicitude 
and  responsibility  for  its  success  than  is 
usually  expected  of  old-established  organiz- 
ations having  time-tested  and  proved  rules 
for  their  guidance. 

In  a  sense  it  is  more  or  less  mifortunate 
that  we  cannot,  like  various  other  organiza- 
tions, have  our  annual  meeting  fiir.st  in  one 
section  of  the  country  and  then  in  another, 
but  I  am  sure  that  every  insurance  man 
realizes  how  impossible  that  would  be.  We 
are,  therefore,  obliged  to  face  conditions  as 
they  exist  and,  to  the  best  of  our  individual 
and  collective  ability,  solve  the  old  problem 
of  securing  the  "greatest  good  to  the  greatest 
number." 

With  membership  so  widely  scattered' 
such  a  solution  is  no  easy  matter  especially 
as  regards  the  many  Ganders  whose  Home 
Ponds  are  remote  from  the  rice  iields  sur- 
rounding the  Home  Nest,  and  the  purpose 
of  this  letter  is  not  only  to  assure  such  "far 
away  Ganders"  that  the  Most  Loyal  Grand 
Gander  lias  continually  in  mind  their  wel- 
fare and  that  of  their  Ponds,  but  also  to 
invite  expressions  and  suggestions  from  one 
and  all  that  may  aid  in  making  this  the 
greatest  and  most  gratifying  year  in  the 
history  of  our  Order. 

Let  me  assure  you,  from  Quebec  to  Spo- 
kane, San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles,  that 
your  communications  will  indeed  be  wel- 
come and  that  no  stone  will  be  left  unturned 
by  your  Grand  Nest  officers  in  the  endeavor 
to  advance  the  interests  of  all  concerned. 

In  concludon,  I  would  refer  to  a  wish 
expressed  at  our  meeting  in  Chicago  last 
October  that  the  next  Grand  Nest  meeting 
might  be  held  in  San  Francisco  during  the 
Panama-Pacific  Exposition,  but  as  this  is, 
as  previously  indicated,  wholly  impracti- 
cable, I  would  specially  request  that  every 
member  who  expects  to  visit  the  Exposition 
advise  Past  Most  Loyal  Grand  Gander  Thos. 
H.  Williams,  219  Sansome  Street,  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  stating  the  date  of  such 
proposed  visit  in  order  that  he  may  better 


be  able  to  propose  or  name  a  "Blue  Goose 
Day." 

Asking  your  full    co-operation    along    all 
lines,  I  am,  sincerely  and  fraternally, 
Yours,  Fred  W.  Eansom, 

H.  H.  M.  L.  G.  G. 


Many   Coast    Fires    in  the  Rainy    Season 

The  Pacific  Coast  has  heretofore  been 
noted  for  its  light  fire  losses  in  the  winter 
or  rainy  season.  There  have  been,  always, 
fewer  fires  and  smaller  losses  in  autumn  and 
winter  in  all  Coast  territory,  until  the 
present  season.  The  offices  now  report 
October,  Noveuiber,  December  and  Janu- 
ary, despite  normal  rains,  as  continuing 
the  bad  summer  record  in  the  extraordi- 
nary number  of  fires  and  aggregate  of  losses 
incurred. 

In  the  past,  hard  times  have  had  no 
appreciable  effect  on  losses  in  this  field  and 
we  hesitate  now  to  say  that  the  recent  un- 
favorable loss  experience  is  due  to  the  pro- 
longed business  depression  which  has  shut 
down  factories,  closed  stores  and  multiplied 
the  unemployed.  But  if  the  unusual 
number  of  fires  are  not  chargeable  to 
the  increased  moral  hazard,  how  shall  they 
be  accounted  for?  Are  they  merely  acci- 
dental, the  completion  of  "a  cycle"  which  is 
inevitable  in  fire  underwriting,  or  are  they 
largely  the  results  of  criminal  carelessness 
and  deliberate  arson?  It  is  a  fact  that  the 
general  press  on  this  Coast  has  reported 
many  incendiary  fires  and  attempts  to  burn 
property.  And  it  is  also  a  fact  that  at  no 
time  in  the  past  have  dwellings  been  as 
unsalable  as  during  the  past  year.  Un- 
salability  and  unrentability  lead  to  neglect 
and  vacancy  and  other  increase  of   hazard. 


When  Interest  Is  Payable 

In  the  absence  of  agreement  to  the  con- 
trary, interest  upon  the  amount  due  under 
a  written  contract  held  allowable  from  the 
date  when  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  the 
amount  was  to  be  paid.  —  150  N.  Y.  S. 
162. 
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LIFE,    CASUALTY,    ETC 


Mutual   Life's   Women's    Department     in 
San  Francisco 

Mrs.  B.  H.  Collins,  for  several  years  a 
successful  agent  in  the  Southern  states,  and 
recently  manager  of  the  women's  depart- 
ment of  the  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  office  of 
the  ]\Iutual  Life,  has  removed  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  beginning  January  1st  has  taken 
■charge  of  a  similar  department  being  estab- 
lished by  that  company  in  connection  with 
tlie  San  Francisco  office. 

Mrs.  Collins  will  have  charge  of  the  de- 
partment with  the  title  of  superintendent, 
and  the  business  of  all  women  agents  will 
clear  through  her  office.  It  will  be  con- 
ducted to  work  especially  among  women, 
and  Mrs.  Collins'  success  in  the  Southern 
city  was  such  as  to  justify  the  company  in 
believing  that  here,  in  a  larger  field  of 
opportunity,  she  will  establish  a  strong 
department,  and  gather  about  her  repre- 
sentative women  in  the  business. 


Changing   Conditions   of  Plate   Glass 
Underwriting 

"When  plate  glass  insurance  was  instituted 
in  this  country  in  the  late  60' s,  plate  glass 
was  a  rare  and  expensive  luxury.  There 
were  but  a  few  store  fronts  equipped  with  it 
and  the  entire  supply  was  imported  from 
Europe.  Only  the  leading  retail  stores  on 
the  principal  streets  in  the  largest  cities 
could  afford  the  extravagance  of  a  plate 
glass  display.  When  the  first  policies  were 
written  in  1868  they  were  so  full  of  conditions 
that  it  was  difficult  to  learn  whether  the 
company  had  any  liability  or  not  and  an 
application  would  rival  a  life  insurance 
application  for  the  number  and  intricacy  of 
the  questions.  There  was  no  exj^erience 
on  which  to  base  rates  and  observation  and 
inquiry  gave  only  a  slight  foundation  for 
computing  premiums  on  a  profitable  scale. 
No  error  was  made  by  the  surviving  old 
companies  in  this  respect  but  many  an 
ambitious  bushwhacker  fell  by  the  wayside. 

For  twenty-five  years  after  the  advent  of 
plate  glass  insurance  the  wooden  construction 
prevailed  in  itsentiri'tyalthongii  occasidnally 


wooden  corner  bars  covered  with  brass  or 
copper  were  used  but  only  by  the  most 
radical  progressives. 

In  the  sixties  and  early  seventies  the 
plates  were  all  small  computed  by  the 
present  standard,  but  about  1875  the  sizes 
began  to  grow  larger  until  they  developed 
into  the  mammoth  sizes  of  today.  During 
the  first  twenty  years  of  plate  glass  insurance 
there  was  little  or  no  real  underwriting. 
The  stores  containing  plate  glass  were  all 
located  on  the  principal  streets  and  in  the 
retail  centers  and  the.se  sections  were  the 
best  policed,  neither  was  there  the  great 
congestion  at  these  points  which  prevails  at 
the  present  time.  Consequently,  all  risks 
were  practically  alike  and  the  rates  were 
uniform. 

During  the  eighties  plate  glass  ceased  to 
be  a  luxury  and  became  a  necessity.  Fac- 
tories were  erected  in  this  country  and  as 
the  supply  increased  its  use  became  more 
common  and  even  buildings  of  very  modest 
pretensions  were  fitted  with  plate  glass 
store  fronts.  From  this  time  the  business 
of  plate  glass  insurance  kept  pace  with  the 
building  developments.  During  the  past 
twenty  years,  the  introduction  of  new  forms 
of  construction  such  as  clamps,  metal  bars, 
full  metal  fronts  and  steel  construction 
together  with  the  problems  of  location, 
congestion,  exposure  and  traffic  have  entirely 
changed  the  old  haphazard  methods  and 
given  place  to  more  or  less  intelligent 
underwriting.  It  is  good  proof  of  this 
statement  that  not  a  single  company  is  in 
existence  today  which  writes  plate  glass 
insurance  at  cut  rates  except  those  organ- 
ized within  the  past  three  years  and  so 
insignificant  is  the  competition  of  these 
companies  that  the  volume  of  business 
written  by  them  is  less  than  one  percent  of 
the  total  amount. — H.  C.  Hedden. 


The  industrial  accident  hoard  of  California 
has  written  8548,65!)  premiums  and  ha? 
registered  6,140  application?  for  compen.sa- 
tion  insurance  from  employers.  Organiza- 
tion and  operating  ex;nMi«'s  have  been  10.1 
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percent.  Tliere  have  been  o,445  accidents 
reported.  Benefits  paid  have  been  |8S,344. 
Outstanding  habilities  are  |179,257. 


Life,     Casualty     and    Miscellaneous    Com- 
panies Which  Ceased   in    1914 

From  The  Weekly  Underwriter 

Aegis  Life  of  Denver,  Colo.,  leinsiired  by 
the  Central  States  Life  of  St.  Louis. 

American  Accident  of  Cleveland,  rein- 
sured by  the  Republic  Casualty  of  Cleveland 
and  American  Liability  of  Cincinnati. 

American  Home  Life  of  Fort  AVorth,  Tex. , 
reinsured  by  the  International  Life  of  St. 
Louis. 

American  Life  and  Accident  of  Portland, 
Ore.,  reinsured  by  the  First  National  Life 
of  Tacoma,  Wash. 

American  Mortgage  of  Chicago,  receiver- 
ship. 

Appalachian  of  Bristol,  Tenn.,  reinsured 
by  the  Columbia  Life  of  Cincinnati. 

Bankers  Guarantee  and  Casualty  of  Cleve- 
land, 0.,  receivership. 

Casualty  Insurance  Company  of  the  South, 
purchased  by  the  Southern  Mutual  Aid,  of 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

Chicago  Life,  receivership. 

Citizens  Trust  and  Guarantee  of  Parkers- 
burg,  W.  Va.,  its  fidelity  and  surety  busi- 
ness reinsured  by  the  National  Surety. 

Employers  Indemnity  of  Philadelphia, 
receivership. 

First  National  Slavonia  Union  of  New 
York.     Liquidated. 

Four  States  Life  of  Texarkana,  Ark.,  pur- 
chased by  the  Pan-American  Life  of  New 
Orleans. 

German  National  Life  of  Chicago,  rein- 
sured by  the  Northern  States  Life  of  Indiana. 

Lone  Star  Life  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  reinsured 
by  the  Great  Southern  Life  of  Houston, 
Texas. 

Michigan  State  Life,  reinsured  by  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  of  Fort    Wayne,  Ind. 

New  Orleans  Casualty,  reinsured  by  the 
National  Life  of  the  U.  S.  A. 

North  American  Accident  Association  of 
Saginaw,  Mich.,  reinsured  by  the  North 
American  Accident  of  Chicago. 

Original  Ideal  Life  of  Jonesboro,  Ark., 
iquidated. 


Springfield  Mutual  Disability  of  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  receivership. 

Standard  Life  of  America  of  Camden,  N. 
J.,  reinsured  in  Philadelphia  Life. 

State  Mutual  Life  of  Rome,  Ga.,  receiver- 
ship. 

United  Brothers  of  Friendship  of  Okla- 
homa, receivership. 

United  States  and  Dominion  Life  of 
Minnesota,  receivership. 


All  Lost  Money  in  Arizona 

In  Arizona  the  American  Surety  had  a  96 
percent  loss  ratio.  The  Guardian  Casualty 
of  Salt  Lake  had  a  106  percent  loss  ratio. 
The  American  Casualty  Co.  of  Tacoma  had 
a  72  percent  loss  ratio  and  withdrew  from 
the  Arid-zona  because  "  unable  to  secure 
competent  representation."  The  Maryland 
Casualty  had  a  115  percent  loss  ratio.  The 
Southwestern  Surety  had  a  124  percent  loss 
ratio. 


Could  Not  Secure   Competent    Repre- 
sentation 

The  Arizona  Corporation  Commission  re- 
port alleges  "inability  to  secure  competent 
representation' '  as  the  reason  for  the  with- 
drawal of  these  insurers : 

American  Casualty. 

Mutual  Benefit  Life. 

Philadelphia  Life. 

Prudential  Casualty. 

State  Life. 

Texas  Life. 

Title  Guaranty  &  Surety. 


Manager  Holman  of  the  Travelers  has 
received  the  following  telegram  : 

"Despite  the  difficulties  affecting  all  lines 
of  business  and  localities,  following  results 
were  accomplished  in  nineteen  fourteen: 
new  life  insurance  paid  for,  over  fifty-nine 
million,  gain  over  three  million;  total  cas- 
ualty premiums  over  fourteen  million  seven 
hundred  thousand,  gain  over  one  million 
six  hundred  thousand;  total  income  over 
twenty  eight  million  nine  hundred  thousand; 
gain  over  two  million  five  hundred  thousand 
total." 


An  insurance  company  has  "no   show" 
with  an  American  jury. 
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LOOKING    BACKWARD 


Twent>-One  Years  Ago 

Twenty-one  years  ago,  come  March,  Maj. 
Charles  Christensen,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
"War,  resigned  the  secretaryship  of  the 
American  Central  and  took  charge  of  the 
Pacific  department,  which  includes  the  St. 
Paul  and  the  Lloyds  Plate  Glass.  This 
department  is  now  one  of  the  Coast  leaders. 
While  visiting  southern  California  in  the 
early  days  the  Major  met  with  a  warm  100 
in  the  shade  reception  and  was  handed  a 
lemon  orchard. 


Thirty-One  Years  Ago 

Central  Dep't  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co. 
Chicago,  January  5,  1915. 

To  Coast  Review :  In  several  of  the 
recent  issues  of  your  most  excellent  publica- 
tion, I  have  noticed  a  page  under  the  head- 
ing: "Looking  Backward."  referring  to 
events  that  took  place  in  San  Francisco  ten, 
twenty  and  thirty  years  ago. 

I  got  to  thinking  the  matter  over  when  I 
read  your  la-t  issue  and  I  realized  that  over 
thirty-one  years  ago  I  was  the  office  boy  in 
the  old  Imperial,  London,  Northern  and 
Queen  Insurance  Companies'  office,  said 
office  being  located  in  the  old  Safe  Deposit 
building  on  the  corner  of  California  and 
Montgomery  streets.  At  that  time,  Wm. 
Lane  Booker,  the  British  counsel,  was 
general  agent  and  Robert  Dickson  was 
manager  in  charge.  Those  certainly  were 
happy  days  and  I  can  scarcely  realize  that 
it  is  over  thirty-one  years  ago  since  I  was 
the  office  boy  and  used  to  lick  the  stamps 
and  polish  up  the  handle  of  the  big  front 
door. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Jno.  ^Marshall,  Jr. 


Ten  Years  Ago 

The  Western  Fire  of  Seattle  was  much  in 
evidence.  Ask  C.  E.  Merwin,  secretary, 
where  it  is  now. 

The  Coast  Review  published  an  article 
proving  that  "marine  reinsurance," "  so 
called,  is  a  humbug.  You  don't  hear  ..f  it 
now.     The  Coast  Review  is  the  only  insur- 


ance journal  in  the  world  that  exposed   this 
gambling  humbug. 

There  was  an  account  of  the  Idaho 
Mutual  Co-operative,  directed  by  President 
Good  for  his  good. 

The  following  mutuals  existed  in  the 
Pacific  West: 

Centennial  State,  of  Colorado. 

Colorado  Merchants  and  Farmers. 

Commercial  National  of  Colorado. 

Farmers  Fire  Relief  of  Butteville,  Oregon. 

Farmers  Fire  Relief  of  Sublimity,  Oregon. 

German  Fire  of  Oregon. 

Grange  3Iutual  Fire  of  Colorado. 

Hop  growers  Fire  Relief  of  Oregon. 

Idaho  Co-operative  of  Boise,  Idaho. 

Inland  Empire  Farmers  of  Moran,  "Wash. 

Loyal  Mutual  of  Colorado. 

Lumbermens'  Exchange  of  Seattle. 

Lumbermens'  of  Tacoma. 

Merchants  of  Seattle. 

Mountain  Mutual  of  Colorado. 

Northwestern  Mutual  of  Seattle. 

National  Mutual  of  Colorado. 

Oregon  Fire  Relief  of  Oregon. 

Pioneer  ^lutual  of  Seattle. 

Many  of  these  mutuals  have  since  retired. 

The  Coast  Review  printed  the  names  of 
25-5  fire  mutuals  which  had  failed. 


Twenty  Years  Ago 

The  Farmer's  Cooperative  Fire  Association 
of   Oregon   City,  Oregon,  was  incorporated. 
H.  J.  Furber  was  in  control  of  the  Na- 
tional Life  of  AVashington,  D.  C,  which  he 
was  trying  to  sell. 

It  was  recorded  in  The  Coast  Review  that 
there  were  these  large  insurance  losses  in 
1894: 

San  Francisco,  Feb ^160,000 

Santa  Cruz,  April 90,000 

Portland,  Sept 300,000 

San  Francisco.  Nov 200.000 

The  adjustment  of  the  Goldberg,  Bowen  iN: 
Lebenbaum  loss  was  still  in  progress. 

L.  B.  Henderson,  of  Seattle,  a  life  agent, 
disappeared  after  hypothecating  notes  given 
his  company. 


With   Malice  Toward  None 
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Who  Is  This  Shot  For? 

President  Joyce  of  the  National  Surety 
has  a  letter  from  one  of  the  company's 
agents,  in  which  the  writer  of  it  says: 

"I  was  very  much  interested  in  reading 
your  article  on  'Honesty  in  Business'  as 
well  as  your  article  in  relation  to  rebates. 
It  is  my  firm  opinion  that  if  any  company 
that  subscribes  to  a  rating  bureau,  autho- 
rizes its  agents  to  reduce  its  rates,  allowing 
rebates  or  resorting  to  any  method  calculated 
to  take  advantage  of  other  companies  tlmt 
are  subscribers  to  such  rating  bureau,  I 
would  look  upon  such  methods  as  dangerous 
and  I  would,  if  I  were  an  agent  of  such 
company,  feel  myself  wholly  insecure  in 
continuing  to  represent  such  a  company, 
because  if  they  will,  as  you  state,  deal  dis- 
honestly with  the  other  comi^anies  sub- 
scribing to  the  rating  bureau,  then  they 
will  be  dishonest  with  me,  and  some  day  I 
migiit  very  well  prepare  myself  for  a  'knife 
in  the  back'  in  connection  with  my  own 
business.  Indeed,  I  have  heard  of  cases 
where  companies  have  very  dishonestly 
treated  agents  that  have  worked  up  a  nice 
line  of  business,  the  result  of  a  great  many 
years  of  effort,  by  superseding  them  with 
branch  ottice  managers  on  a  small  salary, 
thus  robbing  the  commission  agent  of  the 
fruits  of  his  labor  of  years." 

The  target  seems  to  be  the  American 
Surety  Co. 


Two  Bankers  Life  Millionaires 

The  Bankers  Life  Company  of  Des  Moines 
announces  two  of  its  men  in  the  million 
dollar  class  for  1914.  H.  J.  Lynch  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  la.,  wrote  a  total  of  |1,045,U00 
insurance  for  the  year  and  G.  W.  Gilliam 
of  York,  Nebr.,  w^as  a  close  second  with 
$1,012,500.  Mr.  Lynch,  as  leader,  is  hon- 
ored with  the  presidency  of  the  Bankers 
Life  1100,000  Club  and  Mr.  Gilliam  wins 
the  first  vice  presidency  of  the  same  organ- 
ization. Mr.  Lynch  was  first  vice  president 
of  the  club  last  year. 


Civic  League  on  San  Francisco  Fire 
Protection 

To  The  Ofiicers  and  Members  of  the  Civic 
League  of  Improvement  Clubs  and 
Assns. 

Gentlemen:  Your  committee  on  fire 
insurance,  fire  protection  and  fire  depart- 
ment beg  to  report  as  follows : 

The  new  fireproof  central  fire  alarm  station 
in  Jefferson  square  is  rapidly  nearing  com- 
pletion and  is  expected  to  be  ready  for 
operation  by  March  1st.  This  when  in  full 
working  order  will  in  accordance  with  the 
promises  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters 
give  a  general  reduction  of  fire  insurance 
rates  of  2  percent,  amounting  to  a  saving  of 
about  $70,000  per  annum  to  the  insuring 
public  of  San  Francisco. 

The  new  engine  house  at  the  corner  of 
Commercial  and  Drumm  streets  will  be  one 
of  the  most  perfect  in  the  world.  It  is  to 
have  a  complement  of  from  thirty  to  fifty 
men  and  the  apparatus  is  to  be  entirely 
motor  driven  dispensing  with  all  horses. 

The  apparatus  is  to  consist  of  fire  engine, 
hose  w"agon,  hook  and  ladder  truck,  high- 
pressure  wagon,  battery  wagon  and  flying 
squadron  outfit.  Bids  to  the  extent  of 
about  $76,000  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
this  house  are  now  in. 

Regarding  the  high-pressure  system  we 
beg  to  recommend  that  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  hasten  the 
installation  of  four  more  manifolds  at  the 
water  front.  We  find  that  there  are  now 
fifty  single  reducing  valves  in  commission 
and  with  the  addition  of  twenty-five  twin 
valves  now  being  constructed  will  be  ade- . 
quate  to  meet  all  present  requirements. 

We  wish  also  to  specially  commend  the 
action  of  the  mayor  in  complying  with  the 
request  of  this  organization  by  taking 
prompt  measures  to  exclude  politics  from 
the  fire  department  in  supporting  Fire  Chief 
Murphy,  who  has  proven  himself  to  be 
absolutely  capable  and  reliable. 

Respectfully,  G.  Trittenbach, 


January  14,  1915. 


Chairman. 
E.  T.  Figel. 
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American  Central   Makes  Advantageous 
Reinsurance  Contract 

The  American  Central  of  St.  Lonis 
has  reinsured  half  its  outstanding  lia- 
bility in  the  Commercial  Union  of 
London,  and  has  arranged  also  for 
reinsurance  of  half  its  business  as 
written  hereafter,  with  largely  increased 
lines.  The  American  Central  has  been 
increasing  its  business  in  recent  years. 
It  shows  an  improvement  in  net  sur- 
plus and  will  handle  larger  lines  for 
its  agents. 


The  American  Central  Ins.  Co.  has 
entered  into  a  contract  of  reinsurance  with 
a  well  known,  staunch  old  English  agency 
company,  to  share  a  part  of  its  liability. 
This  is  explained  by  the  following  message: 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Jan.  5,  1915. 
Christensen  &  Goodwin, 

241  San  some  St., 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

"The  management  and  conduct  of  the 
business  of  the  American  Central  will  not 
be  changed.  There  will  be  no  change  in 
the  official  staff.  The  company  has  not 
parted  with  any  of  its  agency  plant  or  good 
will.  The  stockholders  have  not  sold  any 
part  of  their  stockholdings.  The  ownership 
remains  undisturbed  in  the  old  stockholders 
of  the  company.  The  field  force  and  agents 
will  continue  business  absolutely  independ- 
ently as  heretofore.  There  is  nothing  behind 
the  deal  in  any  form  and  the  public 
announcement  states  all  the  facts  which  I 
now  confirm.  Promptly  advise  agents  your 
department  immediately.  The  contract 
doubles  our  net  line  and  we  will  give  the 
agents  the  benefit  of  the  enlarged  facilities 
on  good  classes." 

(Signed)     E.  T.  Campbell. 


Compensation  commissions  have  again 
been  reduced.  General  agents  are  looking 
for  a  new  job. 

The  life  agent  should  repeat  to  himself, 
every  work  day  morning,  "What  others  can 
do  I  can  do." 


Rumored 

That  the  Vulcan  Fire  of  Oakland 
has  under  consideration  a  reinsurance 
proposition.  The  name  of  the  rein- 
surer is  not  reported  but  the  New 
Hampshire  is  mentioned. 

The  Vulcan  is  reported  as  having  $110,000 
premiums  in  1914.  This  company  has  been 
losing  money  from  the  start,  and  some  of 
its  principal  civic  pride  stockholders  have 
given  it  no  business,  prefering  cheap  inter- 
insurers.  The  stockholders  will  soon  decide 
its  fate  and  pocket  their  losses. 

Mutual  Companies  Retired  in  1914 

Assets 
*AmeTican  Fire,  Lexington,   Ky.  ...$... 

*Assureds  National  Mutual,  Decatur,  111.     58,422 

Beaver  Dam  Mutual,  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.  81 

Farmers  &  Threshers,  Huron,  S.  D.     .    .    35,549 

Farmers  Mutual  Fire,  Johnstown,  Wis 

Farmers  Mutual,  Koshkonong,  Wis.  .    .  388 

Green  Bay&  De  Pere,  Green  Bay,  Wis.  .      4,774 

*Home  Mutual  Fire,  Jackson,  Miss 

Hortonville  Mutual  Fire,  Hortonville,  Wis.         992 

Lima  Mutual  Fire,  Lima,  Wis.       ...  200 

Lodi  Mutual  Fire,  Lodi,  Wis 653 

Lomira  Mutual  Fire,   Lomira,  Wis.    .    .       1,099 

Maryland  Mutual,  Baltimore    ...        .    37,699 

Patapsco  Mutual,  Baltimore 78,676 

Reesville  Mut.  Fire,  Reesville,  Wis.     .    .       1,713 

Retail  Merchants  Fire,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.     3,689 

Saugus  Mutual,  Saugus,  Mass 1,623 

Taxtile  Mfrs.  Mutual,   Providence    .    .    .     86,794 

*Valley  City  Mutual,  Valley  City,  N.  D 

Total  (19  companies) 312,352 

— The  Spectator. 
*Failed. 

Wisconsin's  I-knovv-it-all  commissioner 
requires  all  agents  applying  for  a  license  to 
answer  questions  as  to  what  they  know  of 
policies,  forms,  riders,  costs,  practices,  etc  , 
and  what  he  lias  been  doing  for  five  years 
and  how  much  he  owes  his  company. 

Canada. — Loss  ratio  estimated  at  58  per- 
cent. 

The  Home  of  New  York  w-as  the  first 
company  to  publish  its  general  and  its  Coast 
figures. 
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Mutual  Levies    an    Assessment    of  40 
Percent 

Up  in  Oregon  there  are  a  lot  of  peeved 
policyholders  of  the  Horticultural  Fire 
Relief  Association  of  Salem. 

Unusual  fire  losses  have  finally  necessi- 
tated an  assessment  of  40  percent  on  the 
uneasy  policyholders.  Of  course  some  wont 
pay  and  many  will  withdraw  from  the 
society. 

A  Life  Case 

Tn  Whitney  v.  West  Coast  Life  the  jury, 
of  course,  returned  a  verdict  against  defend- 
ant company.  Whitney  took  out  $10,000 
life  insurance.  He  was  examined,  by  his 
request,  at  his  club.  He  denied  having 
been  under  a  physician's  care.  He  died  of 
an  unusual  form  of  heart  disease  which 
reveals  no  sign  to  the  examiner  exact  dur- 
ing and  immediately  following  an  attack. 
His  own  nephew  and  other  physicians  had 
treated  him  for  this  "breast  anguish"  dis- 
ease, prior  to  his  applying  for  insurance. 
These  facts  were  learned  after  Whitney's 
death.  The  widow  of  this  wealthy  salt 
manufacturer  is  the  plaintiff.  The  facts 
justify  the  insurer  in  further  resisting  the 
claim  in  the  high  courts. 


Resigned 

Insurance  commissioner  Epsteen  of  Colo- 
rado, with  two  years  to  run,  has  resigned 
his  office. 


Sold 

The  Alliance  or  Lord  Eothschild  lot  east 
of  the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  build- 
ing, on  California  street,  San  Francisco,  has 
been  sold. 


Oakland  Company  in  Trouble 

Stockholders  are  investigating  the  Fidelity 
Loan  <fe  Mortgage  Co.  and  may  sue  for  the 
recovery  of  $100,000  alleged  diverted  and 
unaccounted  for.  C.  W.  Walker  from 
Texas  is  the  head  and  front  of  the  concern. 
He  is  said  to  be  an  ex-insurance  agent  fir.st 
from  the  East  and  latterly  an  organizer  of 
insurance  companies  in  the  fertile  Lone 
Star  state.  In  Oakland  he  sold  stock  of 
his  salary  loan  company  through  his 
Walker-Rhodes  brokerage  fii'm.  His  best 
buyers  were  women. 


The  Girard  Fire  &  ]Marine  ( represented 
by  Edward  Potter  &  Sons)  reports  a  gain  of 
$31,244  in  reinsurance  reserve,  a  loss  ratio 
of  51.6  and  a  net  surplus  of  $361,870. 


The  New  Brunswick  Fire  now  has  $400,- 
000  capital  paid  in. 


The   Home  Insurance  Company  of  New  York — Pacific 


Risks 

Alaska   $  199,365 

Arizona      2,457,05.6 

British  Columbia 7,159,538 

California 68,146,872 

Colorado 10,216,250 

Idaho 5,294,778 

Hawaii 778,525 

Montana 5,938,845 

Nevada      1,218,705 

New  Mexico 1,706,242 

Oregon  10,424,249 

Utah 6,208,265 

Washington 14,723,379 

Wyoming 1,321,850 

$135,793,919 
Average  loss  ratio  incurred,  55.2. 


Why  doesn't  CI; 

iude  learn 

to  play  golf  ? 

rk — Pacific 

West  Fire  Business  In  1914 

Losses 

Losses 

Premiums 

Paid 

Incurred 

$     5,698 

$        600 

$         600 

48.907 

32,605 

35,690 

79,789 

25.825 

51,506 

853,063 

401,424 

452,081 

113,125 

45,019 

46,352 

61,723 

19,609 

17,538 

9,773 

277 

123,743 

51,291 

53,368 

17,954 

3,944 

4,032 

22,490 

10,796 

12,937 

108,427 

85,799 

84,781 

51,528 

22,276 

35,619 

168,470 

117,384 

123,106 

19,586 

10,877 

12,299 

§1,684,276 


$827,450 


$930,178 
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Happy  Season's  Souvenirs 

The  Fireman's  Fund's  leather  card  and 
memoranda  case  is  neat,  useful  and  lasting. 
On  the  outside  is  the  company's  well  known 
monogram  in  metal.  Accompanying  the 
case  are  four  gilt-edge  note  books,  more 
than  enough  to  "mem"  all  the  New  Year's 
good  resolutions. 

The  Home  of  New  York  beats  the  record 
with  a  folding  loving  cup,  inside  gilded, 
and  with  folding  handles  outside.  This  is 
one  of  the  comforts  of  Home  when  you  are 
traveling,  and  it  is  strictly  in  accord  with 
the  sanitary  laws. 

The  Managers  Dornin  and  the  Springfield 
wall  be  remembered  for  something  really 
new — a  silver  pencil  with  an  inside  maga- 
zine, a  clutch  and  a  clip.  Our  writing  has 
improved  already. 

With  the  tasteful  cards  of  Manager  Albert 
Warren  Thornton  and  Assist.  Manager  John 
Marlin  Mendell  and  the  compliments  of  the 
London  Assurance  there  arrived  timely  a 
smooth,  soft  leather  card  case  which  any- 
body will  produ(;e  with  pleasure. 

With  a  card  of  greetings  from  Geo.  H. 
Tyson,  general  agent,  there  unpacks  a  hand- 
some black  morocco  pocket-book,  warranted 
to  hold  any  reasonable  amount  of  cards, 
stamps,  greenbacks  and  federal  reserve 
notes,  such  as  an  insurance  agent  may 
require  in  a  course  of  a  week. 


November  Embezzlements 

Pi-ess  notices  and  dispatches  as  collated 
by  the  bonding  department  of  the  Fidelity 
&  Casualty  Company  of  New  York  indicate 
for  the  mouth  of  November  the  following 
defalcations: 
Banks  and  trust  companies  $4:^S,GI0.00 
Beneficial  associations  .    .    .      50,r)90.G3 

Public  service      21,575.00 

General  business  ....  37,15i).82 
Insurance  comj^anies  .  .  .  lo,;>27.29 
Court  and  trust  companies  .  5-4, 120. 00 
Transportation  comiiauies  .  i;>,2!)4.00 
Miscellaneous 5,0;U.2!) 

Total    . $624,(ins.(i:; 


Life  Notes 

Tiie  United  States  now  has  two  great 
mutual  industrial  life  insurance  companies — 
the  Metropolitan  and  the  Prudential. 

The  average  dividends  paid  by  American 
life  companie.s  to  policyholders  is  11  percent 
of  the  premiums. 

The  continuous  instalment  policy,  now 
written  under  such  names  as  life  income, 
monthly  income,  pension  policy,  was  origi- 
nated in  1893  by  Emory  McClintock,  then, 
and  for  many  years  after,  the  renowned 
actuary  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  New  York. 

R.  H.  Cherry  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  rep- 
resents the  third  generation  of  his  family  to 
be  associated  with  the  Bankers  Life  Com- 
pany of  Des  Moines.  He  starts  this  year 
with  his  father,  E.  B.  Cherry,  in  the  firm 
of  Cherry  &  Cherry  which  has  the  Bankers 
Life  general  agency  for  western  Texas.  His 
grandfather,  John  Cherry,  was  one  of  tlie 
original  Bankers  Life  men  and  wrote  policy 
No.  54.  He  was  with  the  company  sixtaen 
years.  R.  B.  Cherry  has  been  with  the 
company  for  twenty-nine  years  and  has  a 
record  of  |3S,000,000  of  business  in  that 
period.  Two  of  his  brothers  also  were 
Bankers  Life  men.  The  youngster  who  has 
just  joined  the  company  is  twenty  -  one 
years  old  and  has  just  graduated  from  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Virginia, 

Charles  J.  Burk'e,  a  San  Francisco  col- 
lector for  the  Western  States,  is  charged 
with  embezzling  $100.  He  is  said  to  have 
peculated  |500  premiums.  Burke  should 
have  begun  as  a  rounder  with  advances, 
and  having  exiiausted  the  lay  should  have 
started  an  insurance  journal. 


The  Nebraska  state  commissioner  is 
against  all  forms  of  "limited"  accident  and 
health  policies.     He  calls  them  "fakes." 


Announcement  is  made  by  the  Travelers 
that,  owing  to  existing  conditions  in  Europe 
and  European  waters  as  a  result  of  the  war, 
it  has  discontinued  the  issuance  of  new 
accident  and  health  insurance  to  cover  trips 
to  Great  Britain  or  the  Continent,  the 
Mediterranean  or  around  the  world. 


In  Its  Forty-fourth  Year 
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A  Parochial  School  Board 

In  placing  a  half  million  of  insurance  on 
school  property  the  school  board  of  Van- 
couver, the  metropolis  of  British  Columbia, 
ordered  that  all  of  it  should  be  given  to 
Canadian  and  British  ofhces.  This  narrow 
and  inopportune  action  was  taken  after 
hearing  the  protests  of  a  delegation  of  fire 
underwriters,  headed  by  the  secretary  of 
the  Mainland  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters, 
A.  W.  Ross,  who  called  the  attention  of  the 
school  board  to  the  broad  liberality  of 
American  school  boards  and  fire  insurance 
companies,  who  have  urged  that  there  be 
no  discrimination  against  British  and 
Canadian  companies  because  of  the  present 
war  conditions.  The  small  souls  of  the 
school  board  had  their  foolish  way,  however. 


Insurance  Club  of  Hawaii 

Insurance  men  of  Honolulu  are  keeping 
up  witli  the  times.  An  insurance  club  has 
been  organized,  with  a  governing  committee, 
towit:  Edwin  Benner,  Zeno  K.  Myers, 
A.  H.  Jones,  Wm.  F.  Gaynor,  A.  W. 
Brown,  P.  S.  W.  Ramsden,  R.  E.  Clark. 
The  chairman  of  the  insurance  promotion 
club  is  Zeno  K.  Myers,  who  is  already  busy 
in  the  congenial  work  of  persuading  us 
fellows  to  visit  the  Paradise  of  the  Pacific, 
where  bathing  is  warm  and  free  the  year 
round.  He  guarantees  a  sea  trip  without 
mal  de  mer,  and  at  the  finish  a  hospitable 
welcome.     We'll  come. 


Passed  Over  the  Divide 

Anderson,  V.  S.,  Salt  Lake. 

Billington,  D.  P.,  San  Francisco. 

Chaffee,  A.  R. ,  Los  Angeles. 

Friend,  Wm.  H.,  San  Francisco. 

Hall,  Edward,  Portland. 

Hawxhurst,  Chas.  W. ,  Spokane. 

Hill,  W.  H.,  Denver. 

McElhone,  Frederick  H.,  Chicago. 

Pratt,  George  C,  New  York  (formerly  of 
California) . 

Ward,  Charles  H.,  San  Francisco. 

How  of  the  Insurance  Men  of  Belgium? 

Special  i^leas  for  relief  come  from  various 
classes  of  Belgians,  and  America  send.s  help. 


But  we  hear  nothing  of  insurance  men,  who 
in  large  numbers  must  be  idle  and  destitute, 
their  occupation  gone,  with  no  prospects  of 
any  restoration  of  normal  business  condi- 
tions for  many  months.  Should  not  insur- 
ance men  everywhere  make  inquiry  and 
tender  aid  ? 

Marine 

Tonnage  of  ships  sailing  to  and  from 
domestic  and  foreign  ports  at  San  Francisco 
in  1914  is  269,186,  a  gain  of  77,270  tons,  or 
40  percent,  over  1913.  This  gain  is  mainly 
due  to  the  completion  of  the  Panama  canal. 

Bonding 

The  bonding  business  of  eastern  Wash- 
ington, northern  Idaho  and  Montana  centers 
in  Spokane,  and  with  the  biennial  change  of 
office  holders  there  is  a  scramble  for  this 
business.  In  the  neighborhood  of  500  bonds 
will  be  sold  during  this  "open  season"  by 
Spokane  bonding  agents.  The  bonding 
business  received  several  jolts  in  the  past 
year  in  this  northwest  territory.  The  state 
treasurer  of  Idaho  defaulted,  his  assistant 
is  indicted  for  a  similar  offense;  the  present 
treasurer  of  Spokane  county  is  alleged  to  be 
short  113,000  by  the  state  board  of  account- 
ancy and  the  county  treasurer  preceding  is 
alleged  to  be  short  by  the  same  board  to  the 
extent  of  $71,000.  The  builder  of  Spokane's 
city  hall  and  the  builder  of  the  new  county 
infirmary  both  left  the  city  before  their 
contracts  were  carried  out,  leaving  the 
work  to  be  completed  by  their  bondsmen. 
On  the  whole  the  bonding  business  has  had 
a  rough  road.  But  still  there  was  a  "war" 
for  Spokane's  city  business  during  the  last 
year  with  the  result  of  a  deep  cutting  in  the 
rates  for  bonding  city  employees. 

In  the  East  it  is  proposed  to  amend  the 
standard  fire  policy  with  a  clause  automati- 
cally voiding  the  contract  if  the  premium  is 
unpaid  at  the  end  of  30  days. 

Archie  Go  wan,  former  auditor  for  the 
Massachusetts  Bonding,  and  a  Chinese 
merchant  are  under  arrest  in  San  Francisco 
on  a  charge  of  conspiracy  to  smuggle  opium 
from  Mexico  into  San  Francisco. 
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CHIPS 

— American  exports  have  fallen  off  a  million 
dollars  a  day. 

— A  Sacriimento  bill  proposes  the  two-pla- 
toon system  for  paid  fire  departments. 

— The  Capital  Fire  has  rushed  into  Australia, 
twenty-two  days  by  mail  from  home. 

— A  San  Francisco  agent  has  a  nude  depart- 
ment. It  is  on  the  Zone  of  the  P.-P.  I. 
Expos. 

— If  you  are  active  and  honest,  write  us  for 
our  liberal  terms  to  represent  The  Coast 
Review  in  your  town. 

— Portland. — A.  Wolfman,  firebug  exposed 
in  the  Coast  Review,  will  probably  serve 
the  state  five  years  on  an  indeterminate 
sentence. 

— The  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  policy- 
holders of  the  Union  Mutual  Life  was 
attended  by  many  representative  business 
men  of  Portland,  Me.  Seventy-two  policy- 
holders were  present,  who  were  entitled  to 
378  votes. 

— Insurance  Letters. — The  Coast  Review  is  now 
prepared  to  furnish  tpye  written  letters  and 
carbon  copies,  giving  the  condition,  stand- 
ing, rating,  litigation  and  reputation  of  any 
insurance  company.  The  fee  is  2-5  cents 
for  letter  and  two  copies. 

— Portland.  —  Geo.  H.  Tyson's  special, 
Harvey  Wells,  has  been  appointed  insur- 
ance commissioner  by  the  new  governor, 
who  fired  Incumbent  Ferguson  because  his 
politics  got  on  his  nerves.  The  oidy  objec- 
tion to  Wells  is  that  he  was  born  in  Kansas, 
but  as  he  has  lived  on  this  Coast  nearly  all 
his  life  we  will  forgive  him. 

— President  Clark  of  the  Union  Central 
writes  to  the  company's  agents:  "Here- 
after, the  Union  Central  will  carry  a  maxi- 
mum of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
insurance  on  the  life  of  one  person.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  suggest  that  risks  of  tliis 
amount  will  not  be  assumed  unless  a)>proved 
without  qualifications.  It  is  the  design  of 
course  to  eliminate  reinsurance,  wliich  has 
always  been  a  difficult  item  to  handle.'' 


—  State  fire  insurance  is  seriously  proposed 
in  Illinois. 

— The  Coast  Review  is  looking  for  an  office 
on  the  ground  floor  or  one  story  up. 

— Charles  Quitzow,  head  man  for  the  Home 
at  Los  Angeles,  spent  a  day  or  two  in  San 
Francisco  last  week. 

— James  R.  Quick,  a  well  known  field  man 
at  Spokane,  visited  the  Fireman's  Fund 
home  office  last  week. 

— Wanted. — A  position  in  a  San  Francisco 
office.  AVilling  to  begin  "at  bottom." 
Address  E.,  care  of  Coast  Review. 

— Denver. — Commissioner  Epsteen  resigned 
because  opposing  politicians  criticised  him 
for  charging  the  department  expenses  in- 
curred by  a  visit  to  the  National  Insurance 
Commissioners  Convention.  Deputy  Dor- 
othy Rolph  is  in  charge  of  the  office. 

— Resigned. — As  we  were  advised  in  Decem- 
ber, J.  E.  Anderson  has  resigned  the  joint 
agency  for  tiie  Republic  L'nderwriters  and 
is  temporarily  succeeded  by  his  partner, 
E<lwards.  Anderson  has  been  handicapped. 
His  companies  did  not  advertise. 

— Manager  RoUa  Y.  Watt  of  the  Royal  and 
the  Queen,  for  many  years  at  the  head  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in 
San  Francisco,  has  declined  re-election. 
The  members  of  this  society  presented  him 
with  a  testimonial  book  filled  with  their 
signatures. 

— ^Joined  the  Board.  —  The  Potter  companies 
have  become  members  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
L^nderwriters  of  the  Pacific  —  the  Glens 
Falls,  Security  and  Girard.  The  Firemens 
and  the  German  American  of  Pittsburg, 
Board  members,  are  also  now  represented 
by  E.  E.  Potter  &  Sons. 

— The  old  Kehoe  state  rating  bureau  has 
been  again  introduced  at  Sacramento. 
Organized  locals  will  support  it  again,  in 
the  belief  that  it  will  restrict  non-board 
competition  by  requiring  the  filing  of  sched- 
ules, as  in  Washington.  It  will  also  reduce 
rates  in  a  number  of  localities,  and  also 
reduce  commission  incomes.  The  Kehoe 
bill  should  Ije  beaten. 


Chips  of   Many  Hews 
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— No  insurance  journal  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi receives  news  dispatches. 

— Some  San  Francisco  eateries  charge  extra 
per  wine  bottle  to  cover  the  government 
revenue  deficiency  tax. 

— Chicago. — The  right  of  an  insurance  clerk 
to  receive  commissions  on  business  placed 
by  them  has  been  restored  by  the  local 
board. 

— Send  us  particulars  of  suspicious  and 
incendiary  fires  —  of  "bad  eggs."  We'll 
turn  'em  over  to  National  Board  for  use  of 
all  companies. 

— Brokers  are  unwise  when  they  "antago- 
nize" any  small,  safe  company,  merely 
because  it  is  small.  Strength  depends 
very  largely  upon  the  character  of  invest- 
ments and  the  management,  and  the  pro- 
portion of  the  clear  or  surplus  funds. 

— Supt.  Bridges  of  the  insurance  depart- 
ment of  the  Arizona  corporation  commission 
gets  out  a  very  interesting  annual.  He  favors 
a  law  requiring  surety  companies  to  file  a 
bond  for  the  protection  of  Arizona  policy- 
holders. The  companies  exact  bonds  for 
their  own  security. 

— Whether  a  state  fire  marshal  is  useful 
depends  on  the  man  as  much  as  the  law. 
In  Ohio  the  office  has  been  a  success.  In 
New  York  it  appears  to  be  a  failure,  and 
the  new  governor  recommends  its  abolition, 
"as  the  duties  can  be  properly  performed 
by  other  departments."  In  Washington 
the  state  insurance  commissioner  is  the 
state  fire  marshal,  but  we  do  not  perceive 
any  decrease  in  the  number  of  fires  or 
amount  of  fire  losses  in  that  state. 

— The  Insurance  Company  of  North  Amer- 
ica, the  oldest  of  American  companies, 
writes  fire,  marine,  inland,  automobile, 
tourist,  rent,  leasehold,  tornado,  parcel 
post,  motor  boat,  use  and  occupancy  and 
perpetual  insurance.  This  old  Philadelphia 
company  was  founded  when  George  Wash- 
inton  was  president.  It  is  successfully  rep- 
resented on  this  Coast  by  General  Agent 
James  C".  Johnston  and  Assistant  General 
Agent  J.  K.  Hamilton. 


— Portland  has  discovered  that  mince  pies 
are  already  heavily  chai-ged  with  brandy. 
One  may  imagine  what  may  happen  twelve 
months  hence.  If  the  police  test  the  pies 
with  matches,  tiiere  may  be  a  new  fire 
hazard  not  calculated  in  the  premium. 
— Panama-Pacific  Club. — Today  (  January  20  ) 
in  the  assembly  hall  of  the  Board  the  follow- 
ing permanent  directors  and  officers  were 
elected:  president,  Warren  R.  Porter;  vice 
presidents,  Louis  Weinmann,  Jas.  H.  Bor- 
land; secretary,  John  Landers;  assistant 
secretary.  Garner  Curran ;  treasurer,  Tom 
C.  Grant;  directors,  these  officers  and 
Julian  Sonntag,  W.  A.  Chowen,  W.  L. 
Hathaway,  A.  L.  Johnston,  Wm.  J.  Dutton, 
T.  H.  Williams.  Downtown  quarters  will 
be  rented  where  luncheon  will  be  served. 
Here  insurance  men  from  all  over  the 
world  will  be  invited  to  make  themselves  at 
home.  The  club  will  also  have  head- 
quarters in  the  Palace  of  Mines  on  the 
Exposition  grounds.  The  Pacific  Mutual 
Life  and  the  Occidental  Life,  of  Los  Angeles, 
have  joined  the  club. 

— The  printed  Proceedings  of  the  Eighth 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  of  Life 
Insurance  Presidents  were  issued  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  13st  instant.  In  addition  to 
reproducing  the  various  formal  addresses 
delivered,  the  volume  includes  a  digest  of 
the  general  discussion  on  "Fireside  Cam- 
paigning," to  whicli  one  session  of  the 
meeting  was  devoted.  The  volume  also 
contains  an  appendix  to  the  address  of  Miss 
M.  E.  Bingenian  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
whose  subject  was  "  'Live  a  Little  Longer' — 
The  Rochester  Plan."  This  is  the  move- 
ment which  was  so  ably  assisted  in  Roch- 
ester by  the  Life  Underwriters  Association 
of  that  city.  The  appendix  gives  the  work- 
ing details  for  initiating  and  conducting  the 
"Live  a  Little  Longer"  movement  in  any 
community.  Miss  Bingeman  states  that 
the  scope  of  the  movement  is  "to  standard- 
ize and  systematize  health  education;  to 
place  it  upon  a  business  basis  and  give  it  a 
recognized  place  in  our  educational  sys- 
tem." She  then  says  "A  'Live  a  Little 
Longer'  course  should  mean  something  as 
definite,  for  example,  as  a  mathematics 
course." 


42 


The  Coa^  Review 


— Portraits. — February  C.  R.  will  contain 
two  or  three  portraits. 

— The  Security  of  New  Haven  will  write 
marine  and  S[)rinkler  leakage  also.  Repre- 
sented by  E.  E.  Potter  &  Sons. 

— Marine. — Str  Montanan  tore  out  50  feet  of 
the  Los  Angeles  San  Pedro  wharf  today, 
Jan.  22.     Ship  damaged  too. 

— Coast  Review  Index,  19 14. — If  you  do  not 
receive  herewith,  but  want,  our  Index  1914, 
drop  us  a  postal  card  request. 

— Life  men  of  the  local  association  hold 
their  annual  meeting  January  28,  at  the 
Tavern,  where  it  will  dine,  make  merry,  and 
elect  officers.     Old  clothes  men  admitted. 

— Delay  by  the  contractors  causes  five  or  six 
weeks  postponement  of  the  opening  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund  building.  The  metal  furni- 
ture dealers  also  are  late  in  delivery. 
Externally  this  beautiful  building  is  about 
complete. 

—St.  Paul  F.  &  M.  —  Assets,  $10,162,455,  a 
gain  of  nearly  $700,000;  reinsurance  reserve, 
$5,233,618,  a  gain  of  nearly  §70,000.  Capi- 
tal is  now  $1,000,000;  policyholders'  surplus, 
$4,216,643,  a  gain  of  over  half  a  ■million. 
The  St.  Paul  is  represented  on  this  Coast 
by  Christensen  &  Goodwin. 

— Fire  Manual  and  Book  of  Instructions.  —  A 
book  of  117  pages,  cloth  bound,  round  cor- 
ners, easily  carried  in  the  pocket.  Practical 
and  informing.  Makes  a  briglit  agent  out 
of  a  dull  one.  Forms  and  clauses.  Prefer- 
ences given  to  Board  definitions  and  re- 
quirements favored.  A  copy  should  be  on 
every  agent's  table.  §1.50  single  copy. 
Lower  rate  by  dozen. 

— Lloyds  Defense. — In  an  action  by  Alaska 
Portland  Packers  Assn.  v.  Wishart  and 
otlier  Lloyds  underwriters  of  London,  the 
defense  was  that  the  marine  policy  was 
illegal  because  not  bearing  the  stamp 
required  by  British  law,  and  further  that 
the  signature  on  the  cover  note  was  written 
by  mistake  by  defendants.  Other  Lloyds 
underwriters  paid  their  share  of  the  loss, 
after  the  London  courts  ruled  again.st  the 
plaintiff  company  on  technical  grounds. 


—The  Milwaukee  Mechanics  has  $4,209,993 
assets,  $2,259,601  reinsurance  reserve,  and 
$1,592,161  surplus  to  poHcyholders. 

— Trenton,  N.  J.  —  Burning  of  Roebling 
works  causes  $900,000  insurance  loss,  and 
stops  filling  a  big  Russian  order. 

— Indianapolis. — The  Crescent  Life,  organ- 
ized for  Masons,  had  $75,000  securities 
stolen  from  its  safe  today  (Jan.  19). 

— Firemen  at  Baker  City,  Or. ,  had  to  first 
thaw  out  the  hydrants.  Meantime  the  fire 
in  the  old  town  was  a  hot  one. 

— One  of  our  foreign  exchanges,  "Gjallar- 
hornet,"  Stockholm,  Sweden,  published  a 
special  number  for  December  wherein  "we 
wish  all  our  friends  and  acquaintances  a 
Happy  Xew  Year."  Godt  Xytt  Ar  Fillous- 
kas  Vanner  och  Becanta. 

— If  you  would  like  all  the  Coast  Review 
Extras,  send  25  1-cent  stamps  to  the  pub- 
lisher, with  your  address.  Twenty-five 
envelopes  will  be  addressed  to  you,  and 
stamped;  and  an  extra  will  be  mailed  to 
you  whenever  any  important  thing  happens. 


Why 

Why  doesn't  the  Board  keep  a  record  of 
every  insured  person  who  has  filed  two  or 
more  claims  for  losses  from  fires  originating 
on  his  own  premises? 

Why  does  the  average  local  forced  to  pay 
up  delinquent  premiums  dislike  the  Board? 

Why  are  so  many  local  agents  in  southern 
California  hostile  or  indiflerent  to  the  Board? 

Why  do  newspapers  print  state  with  a  cap 
8  and  nation  with  a  little  n  ? 

Why  does  the  ready-made-clothes  sales- 
man always  wear  tailor-made  clothes  ? 

Why  does  a  man  build  a  new  house 
where  there  are  5,000  empty  houses  ? 

Why  do  life  insurance  companies  base 
their  premium  rates  on  the  mortality  rates 
of  the  general  ( medically  unexamined ) 
population  ? 

Why  do  house-owning  citizens  tolerate 
dirty  politics  in  their  fire  department? 

Why  does  temperate  T.  J.  A.  Tiedemann 
indulge  in  "Bowls  of  Joy?" 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 
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Answers 

P.  B. — Your  company  still  shows  a  money 
loss. 

M.  S. — The  general  agents  of  the  Colum- 
bian National  inform  us  that  its  custom  is 
to  invest  its  assets  in  the  localities  from 
which  premiums  are  received.  The  assump- 
tion that  it  does  not  invest  in  the  securities 
of  the  state  of  California  is  asserted  to  be 
incorrect. 

C.  B.  —  The  Pacific  Book  of  Forms  will 
soon  issue  from  the  Coast  Eeview  press 
The  price  has  not  yet  been  fixed. 


Acknowledged  with  Thanks 

"List  of  Securities  Held  by  Insurance 
Companies,"  published  by  the  Insurance 
Department  of  the  State  of  Xew  York. 

Proceedings  of  the  Eighth  Annual  fleet- 
ing of  the  Association  of  Life  Insurance 
Presidents. 


The  Home  of  New  York  now  has  §3-5, 31.3,- 
•539  assets,  a  gain  of  $2,173,000  in  the  year. 


The  Press 

Collier's,  which  scorns  the  pleasant  puri- 
fying purgative  advertisment  as  wierdly 
wicked,  recently  printed  a  two- page  colored 
advertisement  of  a  cheap  5-cents-a-box 
cigarette.  There  is  one  jewel  unknown  to 
this  "crusty"  weekly. 

The  Vindicator  of  New  Orleans  has  im- 
proved and  is  now  issued  weekly. 

The  Western  Underwriter  men  may  lose 
a  half-year  salary.  This  Chicago  journal 
has  been  sued  for  libel  and  §50,000  damages. 
Cheer  up,  fellows:  the  Coast  Review  was 
sued  for  $200,000  damages  for  alleged  libel 
and  won  in  court. 


In  all  the  warring  European  countries 
they  say  "business  as  usual"  but  we  can't 
say  as  much  for  business  in  the  United 
States.     Perhaps  we  are  more  truthful. 


Arizona. — For  the  year  1913  to  June  30, 
1914,  14  companies  withdrew  and  22  entered. 
The  latter  include  15  fraternal  societies. 


YOU  CAN  MAKE  GOOD  TIMES 

for  yourself  if  you  will  sell 

LIFE  AND  ACCIDENT 
POLICIES 

for  the 

PACIFIC  MUTUAL  LIFE 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 


Organized  1868 

ADMITTED   ASSETS    OVER     $30,000,000 

CAPITAL  AND   SURPLUS     $3,379,530 

FOR  CONTRACT,  WRITE  OR  ENQUIRE  AT 

SHREVE  BLDG,  San  Francisco,  or  HOME  OFFICE,  Los  Angeles 
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NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  l,  1914) 

NET  SURPLUS, 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 

.      $9,980,013.15 


ii 


E.  F.  BEDDALL 
President 


N.  S.  BARTOW 
Secretary 


3,961,146.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 
Vice-President 


Gross  Assets  'If^/  $107,521,857 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  46,783,587 
Net  Surplus  -  -  17,380,987 
Losses  Paid    -    -    260,831,312 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 


Royal 

Insurance 

COMPANY  . 


Limited 


DEPARTMENT    OFFICES; 
San  Francisco,  Montreal. 


Boston,    New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

t^"  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOG  ARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.   KELLAM,  Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING.  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL  AGENTS:  Frank  M.  Gilcrest,  H.  R.  Burke,  J.  K.  Urmston 
J.  B.  Walden,  D.  L.  Stewart,  C.  D.  Gabrielson,  E.  P.  Eldred, 
J.  H.  Banks,  F.  J.  Perry,  J.  T.  O'Brien,  R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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Texas 

For  many  years  fire  underwriting  in  Texas 
was  unprofitable.  Tlierewas  no  fit  "getting 
together"  and  the  trust  breaker  was  in  the 
saddle.  Then  the  state  began  to  make  the 
rates,  and  things  were  no  worse,  as  we 
hear.  Rates  from  anywhere  were  better 
than  no  rates. 

But  the  other  day  all  the  companies  lost 
a  big  line  because  the  state  rate-makers 
refused  to  lower  the  rates  in  recognition  of 
many  improvements  which  reduced  the  fire 
hazard.  That  is  to  say,  they  wouldn't  go 
out  and  re-survey  the  plant.  The  angry 
owners  thereupon  refused  to  renew  any  of 
their  insurance  and  are  now  carrying  the 
whole  line  themselves. 
Fish  Not  Landed 

Chicago's  w'ealthy  public  adjuster,  Joseph 
Fish,  dangled  from  the  hook  awhile  at  the 
arson  trust  trials  and  then  wiggled  off  and 
dropped  into  the  pool  again.  The  jury 
acquitted  him  of  the  charge  on  which  he 
was  tried  but  there  are  fourteen  more  in- 
dictments and  the  next  hook  may  hold  him. 


Ugh 

Formerly  the  "ugh"  which  ends  many 
English  words  was  pronounced.  But  your 
attempt  to  do  so  will  be  a  pronounced 
failure. 

Politics. — The  Xew  Hampshire  insurance 
commissioner  was  appointed  on  the  last  day 
of  the  retiring  governor's  office.  This 
proved  the  incompetence  of  the  appointee. 
The  new  governor  is  asked  to  appoint  a  new 
man. 

Salt  Lake  City.  —  House  committee  on 
insurance:  Wing,  chairman ;  Redd,  Barker 
Shields,  Oldham. 

The  California  locals'  combination  has 
changed  its  convention  date  to  April  22  and 
2.S,  so  that  the  members  may  learn  some- 
thing by  attending  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  F.  U.  A.  P.  on  the  20  and  21  days. 

The  war  in  Europe  has  temporarily 
ended  cotton  growing  in  Imperial  valley, 
California.  The  inhabitants,  however,  will 
continue  to  raise  ice-cream  with  a  spoon. 


■ 

^ 

Fire  and  Aatomobile  Insurance 

American  of  Newark 

CHartered  in  1846 

Capital  Stock      -                 -      SI. 000,000.00 
1.iabilities                 -        -             5,452.043.92 
Special  Reserve  Fund         -          300.OOO.OO 
Net  Surplus        -        -        -          3,252,859.29 

Total  Assets        -        -    SIO.004.903.21 

Pacific  Branch  Office,     San  Francisco,  Cal. 

GEORGE  0.  HOADLEY,  Manager 

Thos.  H.  Williams,  Asst.  M^r. 

^ 
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Nearly  all  books  as  well  as  maga- 
zines and  newspapers  become  waste 
paper.  Only  ideas  survive.  Only 
books"  that  deal  intimately  with  human 
nature  and  its  needs  can  survive. 


It  is  all  a  question  of  heart  attitude, 
an  honest  attribute  one  toward  another, 
rather  than  an  intellectual  attitude; 
for  it  is  the  heart  that  propels  the  mind. 

It  is  just  simply  a  question  of  good 
will,  that  which  the  merchant  is  begin- 
ning to  know  all  about  in  the  sale  of 
goods  and  which  bears  quite  as  import- 
ant a  part  in  the  relation  of  the  em- 
ployer and  employed  for  the  production 
of  goods. 

In  this  simple  law — Do  for  others 
that  which  they  are  not  able  to  do  for 
themselves — is  the  Morals  of  Efficiency, 


the    Religion    of    Democracy. 

trell's. 


Cot- 


There  are  many  schools  of  selling, 
because  the  seller  must  now  seek  the 
buyer. 

There  will  one  day  be  a  school  of 
buying,  because  people  will  one  day 
seek  the  seller ;  for  there  is  more  profit 
in  an  economic  device  to  the  user  than 
the  seller,  even  though  the  seller  makes 
a  satisfactory  profit. 

There  will  be  still  more  profit  to  the 
user  when  he  seeks  the  seller;  for  he 
will  then  eliminate  the  expense  o  f 
being  sought,  which  he  now  eventually 
pays,  and  which  he  will  no  longer  pay 
when  he  learns  to  buy. 


Epicurus  preached  plain  living.' 


Bankers  Life  Company 

Our  new   monthly   income   policy   is   the 

policy  of  the  hour. 

A  man  can't  help  being  interested  in  it. 

IT    PROVIDES    PERFECT    PROTECTION. 

Our  Agency  Contracts  Will  Appeal  to  You. 
Write  the  Home  Office, 

DES  MOINES.  IOWA 
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Comparative  Co 

ndition  of  Fireman's  Fund 

January 

1st          Assets 

Reins.  Reserve 

Net  Surplus 

1880—$     7-11, 487. 72 

$     244,603.64 

$     153,172.13 

1885-    1,520,894.77 

407,998.68 

268,331.90 

1890—    2,431,717.79 

797,618.97 

4ai  438.25 

1895—    3,240,861.14 

1.222,299.42 

&16,267.81 

1900—    3,884,381.08 

1.316,823.19 

1.312,720.64 

1905—    6,526.439.82 

2,875,715.34 

2,233.911.58 

1910—    7,431,401.75 

3,180.066.25 

2.014,856.91 

1914—    9,864,871.84 

5,118,514.90 

2.251,245.30 

1915—  10,175,434.49 

5,244.797.20 

2,275,058.51 

Gun  Bursts   Boat  —  Hunter   Is    Drowned 

Chino,  Cal.,  Jan.  19.— His  boat  sunk  by 
the  accidental  discharge  of  his  shotgun, 
whose  recoil  tore  a  hole  in  the  bottom  of 
the  craft,  Nathan  H.  Marshall,  secretary  of 
the  Chino  Land  and  Water  Comiiany,  was 
drowned  here  yesterday.  His  10-year  old 
son,  Edwin,  the  other  occupant  of  the  boat, 
saved  himself  by  floating  ashore  on  a  small 
wooden  box. 


Draper  in   his   Intellectual    Development 
of  Europe,  written  many   years   ago,  refers 


to  the  peculiar  habits  of  bees  and  remarks 
that  therein  may  be  a  hint  of  what  we 
truly  are.  Maurice  Maeterlinck,  years 
later,  in  his  Life  of  the  Bee,  advances  the 
same  idea. 


Original  Ideas  in  Our  Contemporaries  of 
Recent  Issue 


The  Travelers  wrote  $59,000,000  new  busi- 
ness in  1914. 


IF  THIS  BE  ALL 
If  this  be  all,  and  when  we  die,  we  die, 
Then  life  is  but  a  wanton,  monstrous  he; 

And  of  the  hapless  creatures  that  draw  breath, 
We,  who  seem  flower  and  crown,  rank  far  below 
The  least  of  living  things  that  does  not  know 
The  dread  of  loss,  the  certainty  of  death. 

— Mildred  Howells, 
November  North  American  Review. 


FIRE  INSURANCE 


BY 


WILLIAM    SEXTON 


A  BOOK  FOR  BRIGHT  MEN  EMPLOYED  IN  FIRE 
UNDERWRITING.  -  ADJUSTMENTS.  -  PROBLEMS. 
PRINCIPLES. 


Flexible  Morocco  Binding 
Price  $2.00 


This  is  an  original  work  of  permanent  value.  It  presents  briefly  a  summary 
of  some  of  the  things  which  this  veteran  knows  of  Underwriting  and  Adjust- 
ing. 

ORDER   NOW.       Address  the  COAST  REVIEW,       San  Francisco 

This  invaluable  and  original  work  should  emerge  from  the  bindery  in  about  a  month. 
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THE  EXPOSITION 

On  the  fair  grounds  at  San  Francisco 
a  motor  truck  burst  into  flames,  near 
the  Iifside  Inn.  The  fair  fire  depart- 
ment soon  put  out  the  fire.  This 
incident  suggests  a  hazard  which 
should  no  longer  be  tolerated  on  the 
grounds.  Autos  were  better  excluded 
or  restricted  to  the  middle  of  the  road 
of  the  broadways.  The  fair  buildings 
are    too  near  together  to    permit    any 

needless  fire  hazard. 

*        *        * 

The  Oregon  building  at  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition  was 
dedicated  December  30  with  attractive 
ceremony.  The  Royal  Rosarians  of 
Portland  came  to  San  Francisco  on  a 
special  train.  The  Oregon  building  is 
a  rustic  Parthenon  with  48  rough  log 
pillars  instead  of  the  marble  pillars  of 
the  original  Parthenon.  Oregon  is 
spending  more  than  $50,000    on    the 

building. 

»        *        « 

The  United  States  Navv  collier 
Caesar  sailed  from  Washington,  D.  C, 
on  December  18  for  San  Francisco 
with  exhibits  for  the  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition.  In  the  500 
tons  of  exhibits  are  contributions  from 
many  departments  of  the  government. 
There  are  old  army  wagons  used  by 
General  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the 
sea  in  the  Civil  war  and  other  wagons 
that  were  used  by  General  Thomas  as 
a  traveling  office  in  the  Tennessee  cam- 
paign.      The    government    exhibit    is 

always  most  interesting. 

*        *        • 

The  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  of  the  Pan- 
ama-Pacific International  Exposition 
has  l>een  accepted  by  the  division  of 
works  of  the    exposition.     Its  formal 


acceptance  marks  the  completion  of 
the  last  exhibit  palace.  The  Palace 
of  Fine  Arts  is  the  only  one  of  the 
eleven  exhibit  palaces  that  is  absolutely 
fire  proof  and  built  of  steel  and  con- 
crete. It  is  semi-circular  in  form  and 
1,100  feet  long. 

*  *       * 
Announcement  has    been    made    by 

President  Charles  C.  Moore  of  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposi- 
tion that  the  grounds  and  all  the  ex- 
hibit palaces  of  the  exposition  will  be 
open  every  day  between  Februarj^  20 
and  December  4,  1915.  Individual 
exhibitors  and  representatives  of  for- 
eign and  state  governments  will  be  per- 
mitted to  close  their  displays  at  their 
own  discretion  one  day  each  week. 

*  *        * 

The  attendance  at  the  Panama-Pa- 
cific International  Exposition  for  the 
first  four  weeks  of  December  and  not 
including  the  last  three  days  was 
342,151.  The  attendance  has  been 
increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  The 
preceding  month  was  294,000. 

*  *        * 

The  Minnesota  state  building  at  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposi- 
tion is  to  be  a  distinct  novelty  in  ex- 
position structures.  The  building  or 
buildings  will  take  the  form  of  a  model 
farm  house  with  out  buildings  and  will 
serve  the  double  purpose  of  model  farm 
and  social  headquarters  for  visitors.  It 
is  to  be  surrounded  by  gardens, 
orchards  and  all  the  appurtenances  of 

the  farm. 

*  »        ♦ 

The  Hawaiian  building  is  completed 
and  the  installation  of  the  great  aquar- 
ium tanks  that  are  destined  to  hold 
the  famed  "painted  fishes"  of  the 
islands  has  begun. 
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ORGANIZED 
APRIL  13th.  1853 


Main  Offices 
56  Cedar  Street 


THE    HOME 

Insurance    Company 

NEW  YORK 


ELBRIDGE   G.   SMOW, 
President 


The  completion  of  SIXTY  YEARS 
finds  THE  HOME  in  the  premier  posi- 
tion among  the  Insurance  Companies  of 
the  world  not  only  in  respect  of  FIRE 
ASSETS  and  SURPLUS  to  POLICY- 
HOLDERS— but  with  an  unexcelled  rec- 
cord  for  fair  dealing  in  every  emergency 
as  well  as  in  ordinary  routine — with  an 
unsurpassed  equipment,  and  with  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  readiness  to  serve 
the  public,  its  agents  and  brokers. 
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27'p9-FIRE  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANOE-^p^^ 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

OF     PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,    . $17,938,783.51 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF     PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,288,274.81 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore. 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


THE 

Standard  Accident 

Insurance  Company 

Of  Detroit,  Mich. 


LEW  W.  BOWEN,  President 

Cash  Capital, 
Gross  Assets, 
Claims  Paid, 


J.  S.  HEATON,  Secy. 

$     500,000 

4.,377,439 

16,500,000 


Writes  Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance, 
Accident  Policies  Provide  for— Unlimited  In- 
demnity, Beneficiary  Benefits,  Accumula- 
tions, Optional  Benefits,  Hospital  Indemnity, 
Combination  Features,  Surgeons'  Fees  Where 
no  Claim  for  Disability  is  Made,  Special 
Benefits     for     Sunstroke,      Freezing,      Etc. 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  for  Women. 
Contracts  Practically  Without  Conditions. 

CLARENCE  F.  BRIGGS. 

SuPT.  Pacific  Coast  Department. 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Ari- 
zona, Utah,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

San  Francisco 

H,   H.   HAIGHT.   District  Agent. 
Contracts  Unexcelled.       Agents  Everywhere. 


Mills  Bldg., 


FIRE 

Seattle,  Jan.  16. —The  big  900-ft. 
long  warehouse  of  the  port  commission 
at  foot  of  Hanford  street  was  badly 
damaged  toda3^  The  creosote  piling 
blazed  furiously.  The  warehouse  was 
still  unfinished.  The  contractor  is 
well  insured. 

Redding,  January  10.  —  Armory 
Hall,  a  landmark  in  Redding  and  its 
only  theater  building,  burned  at  2 
o'clock  this  morning,  together  with 
Judge  George  W.  Bush's  residence. 

San  Francisco,  Jan.  1. — Fire  at  3314 
Arm.y  street  3  a.  m.  destroj^ed  North 
Star  brewery,  wooden,  containing  tons 
of  hops  and  barley.  Watchman  not 
on  premises.  Dec.  31st  the  Seal  Rocks 
house  and  adjoining  buildings  at  the 
ocqan  beach,  were  badly  damaged  t)y 
fire. 
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SURETY 

The  Southwestern  Surety  of  Texas 
has  reinsured  in  the  Southwestern 
Casualty  of  Texas. 

Raih'oad  people  control  and  profit 
by  the  principal  American  surety  com- 
panies— and  run  no  risk. 

The  National  Surety  won  the  Kern 
case  in  St.  Louis,  on  a  bond  for  $200,- 
000.     The  indemnitors  paid. 

CASUALTY 

The  capital  of  the  New  Amsterdam 
Casualty  is  being  increased  to  $600,000 
to  meet  the  new  business  requirements, 
such  as  the  reinsurance  of  the  New 
Orleans. 

Cutting  down  casualty  capital  con- 
tinues the  fashion.  The  Kansas  City 
lops  off  $50,000  this  cold  spell. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Some  Puffs 

From  out  the  far  East  (London) 
comes  this  welcome  voice : 

"Of  all  the  insurance  journals  com- 
ing to  this  office — and  there  are  many, 
as  I  need  not  tell  you  —  the  Coast 
Review  is  the  best  and  brighest." 

From  Oakland  comes  this  from  a 
successful  district  agent:  "The  Coast 
Review,  like  choice  wine  improves  with 
age.  It  has  been  a  regular  visitor  at 
my  office  since  its  origin  and  is  always 
full  of  interest.     R.  H.  Magill." 

It  is  all  an  educational  problem  to 
individual  efficiency  in  series:  The 
employer  educating  the  employed,  the 
manufacturer  educating  the  merchant 
and  the  merchant  his  patron  and  all 
in  the  interest  of  each  other. 


Orange  Empire  Trolley  Trip 

THROUGH  THE  "KINGDOM  OF  THE  ORANGE" 


50 


Pays  AH     LOS  ANGELES  To 


(pUiUU  Transpor-  San  Bernardino 

Riverside 
Rediands 

And   All   Their  Scenes    of   Beauty 

Tours  of  Mission  Inn,  Sherman  Indian  School  and  World-Famed 

Magnolia  Avenue 


Transpor- 
tation Expense 

Including     All     Side     Trips 
and  RESERVED  SEAT 


Drive  over  beautiful  Smiley  Heights  with  magnificent  view  of  San  Timoteo  Valley 
and  the  Majestic  San  Bernardino  Mountains 


Purchase  Tickets  and  make  reservations  at  Information  Bureau,  main  floor  P.  E.  Building, 
Los  Angeles,     or  PACIFIC  ELECTRIC  STATION,  PASADENA.     Get  one  of  the  New  Folders 

PACIFIC      ELECTRIC      RAILWAY 
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Boston  Plan 

President  Henry  Evans  of  the  Conti- 
nental Fire  disapproves  of  the  Boston 
plan.  He  says:  "The  plan  favors 
branch  offices  under  salaried  manage- 
ment, and  is  therefore  antagonistic  to 
the  American  agency  system.  Direct 
reporting  metropolitan  agents  main- 
taining an  office  are  to  be  allowed  25 
percent  on  preferred  business  and  20 
percent  on  other  classes.  Suburban 
agents,  that  is,  those  who  do  not 
write  their  own  policies  and  report 
through  Boston  offices  or  agents,  are 
to  be  paid  20  percent  on  all  classes. 
It  is  perfectly  apparent  that  the  differ- 
ential is  too  small  to  warrant  an  agent 
maintaining  an  office,  and  the  result 
will  be  that  the  present  direct  report- 


ing agencies  will  become  sub-agents. 
The  result  will  be  to  concentrate  the 
business  in  the  hands  of  a  few  agents 
and  to  make  the  business  cost  the  com- 
panies at  least  30  percent,  with  an 
added  contingent  in  all  probability. 

The  Royal  again  won  its  before-the- 
conflagration  reinsurance  contract  with 
the  Caledonian,  the  loss  settlement 
made  by  the  original  insurer  determin- 
ing the  liability  of  the  reinsurer. 

San  Francisco,  Jan.  1.  —  At  2416 
Mission,  Chinese  bazaar  of  Sing  Wo 
Co. 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  Fire  of 
Seattle  is  again  doing  business  in 
Utah.  For  a  time  it  was  denied  a 
license  because  of  the  very  large  lines 
it  carried  with  reinsurance  in  unad- 
mitted mutuals. 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid  Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY  PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Manager 

R.  C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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Profit,  Permanence  and 
Promotion 

The  Prudential  wants  agents  who  are  "stay- 
ers." The  future  belongs  to  the  man  who 
is  persistent. 

'"^triiUai}^^^  Write  Us  About  an  Agency 

THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST   F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  OflBce,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

Incorporated  as  a  Stock  Company  by  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 


BURGLARY 

An  extraordinary  number  of  burg- 
laries is  reported  in  San  Francisco  and 
Los  Angeles. 

MARINE 

An  American  receiver  has  been 
named  for  property  and  accounts,  in 
this  country,  of  the  Russian  Transport 
and  Ins.  Co.,  on  application  of  a  .judg- 
ment creditor. 

ACCIDENT 

The  Standard  Accident  took  over  the 
New  Jersey  F.  &  P.  G.  personal  risks. 

Unusual  Accident 

A  retired  San  Francisco  laborer, 
smoking  a  pipe,  fell  downstairs.  The 
stem  of  his  pipe  was  forced  through 
the  roof  of  his  mouth  and  pierced  the 
brain.  He  died  in  a  few  minutes. 
LIFE 
Toledo  Life  Company  Passes 

The  expected  happened  when  the 
Toledo  Life  of  Toledo,  0.,  reinsured 
its  business  and  retired  from  the  life 
underwriting  field,  excepting  that  it 
was  not  thought  generally  that  the 
business  would  go  to  the  Ohio  National 
Life,  which  has  also  had  its  full  share 
of  troubles.     The  career  of  the  Toledo 


company  has  been  a  stormy  one. 
Charges  were  made  that  its  organization 
was  solely  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
funds  for  its  promoters,  and  a  bitter 
fight  developed  between  President  W. 
H.  Hunt  of  the  Cleveland  Life  and  the 
management  of  the  Toledo  Life.  Mr. 
Hunt  proved  himself  a  great  fighter, 
and  he  fought  out  in  the  open.  The 
charges  he  made  left  no  opening  for  a 
possible  misconstruction.  A  "spade" 
was  simply  given  its  right  name.  That 
he  waged  the  fight  was  doubtless  the 
reason  why  a  merger  was  not  effected 
with  his  company,  which  would  have 
been  a  natural  combination.  This 
transaction  brings  to  notice  the  blight 
that  seems  to  be  pursuing  Wilber  F. 
Tupper.  He  does  not  seem  to  be  able 
to  tie  up  with  a  winning  combination, 
and  yet  there  was  a  time  wdien  he 
loomed  up  as  a  shining  light  in  life 
insurance. — Insurance  World. 

The  Pelican  State  Industrial  Life, 
Accident  and  Health  Benefit  Insurance 
Company — did  any  word  get  away? — 
has  begun  business  in  Noo  Or  Leeanz. 

The  Quakers  of  England  have  a  life 
office  80  years  old. 
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LIFE 

Los  Angeles. — Walter  C.  Shaw  of 
the  Metropolitan  Life  is  now  president 
oF  our  local  life  underwriters'  associa- 
tion. 

Duvallon  and  Mueller,  one  French 
and  the  other  German,  were  clerks  in 
the  mathematical  department  of  the 
home  office  of  the  Prudential  Insurance 
Company  prior  to  their  answering  the 
call  to  arms  of  their   respective  coun- 


tries. Letters  received  from  each  tell 
of  the  work  done  by  the  former  New- 
ark workers,  of  their  advancement  in 
the  army  and  of  being  decorated  for 
bravery. 

The  Hartford  Life  owned  by  a  Cin- 
cinnati company,  will  cut  its  capital 
in  two.  This  company  left  a  bad 
name  on  this  Coast. 

The  Mutual  Life  pays  about  $355,000 
death  claims  a  week  on  95  policies. 


GOOD   AGENTS   WANTED 

THE 

W^est    Coast    Life    Insurance    Co. 

Home  Office :  West  Coast  Life  Building,  Northwest  Corner 
Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets,  San  Francisco 


ORIGINAL    AND    ATTRACTIVE 
ORDINARY    AND    INDUSTRIAL 

Policies  Which  Meet  With  Instant  Favor 


OFFICERS 


THOS.  L.  MILLER,  President 

C.   O.   G.    MILLER,   Vice-President 

JULIAN  SONNTAG,  second  Vice-President 

WILLIAM  C.  HAMMOND,  Secretary 


Health  and  Accident  Insurance — Automobile  Liability 

^—^,  g  and  Property  Damage  Burglary. 

*-^^      /l     .      f-4    a  M  y^  J  KIMBALL  C.  ATWOOD,  President 

WILFRID  C.  POTTER,  Secretary 

Assets,  January  1.  1914  .....  $2,981,585  43 
Surplus  and    Reserve    (including 
r.-  ^^  Capital)  for  the  Protection  of 

C/Z  ^>^  Policyholders 2,608,958  71 

^>i<^  Claims  Paid.  Over 9,000,000  00 

OF  NEW  VORK.  Voluntary  Reserve  for  Contingencies  100,000  00 

HEALTH    AND     ACCIDENT    POLICIES 

The  Best  Insurance  for  Business  and  Professional  Men  The  Easiest  Insurance  for  Agents  to  sell 

Liberal  Commissions  and  Renewal  Contracts  to  Good  Men 

GEO.  C.   FARRELL,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Dept. 

456-457-458  Mills  Building:,  Sa.n  Francisco 
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Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

"The    Oldest  Scottish  Iissurance   Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50-52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    IHE  SCOTCH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIN,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREN  CAMPBELL,  Special  Agt.  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHN,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  N.   Y. 

SEMI-ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  JUNE   30,  1914 

Assets $11,606,723  00 

Liabilities 8,167,993  93 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,438,729  07 

Losses  Paid  to  June  30,  1914 46,713,497  00 

This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 

Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary,  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public,  Teams  (Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage),  Automobile  (Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision),  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance. 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

i  California— CHAS.  J.  BOSWORTH.  General  Agent.  Merchants  Exchange, 
Pacific  Coast  Department :  S  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— SEELEY  &  CO..  Ill  S.  10th 
(  St..  Tacoma;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of    LONDON 

Cash   Assets,      .      .      .      $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  — C.  W.  RoHRER,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Rod  E.  Smith,  Portland,  Oregon; 
T.  S.  Heath,  Denver;  J.  E.  Johnsen,  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinmann,  B.L.  Penfield,  San  Francisco 
Percy  J.  Perry,  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL,  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

Wm.  Hackett.  Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch— Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


Business  Failures  nearly  as  bad  as  in   1907  and   1893, 

American  failures  in  1914  amounted  when  300  banks  failed.     The  number 

to  about  17,000,  a  gain  of  15  percent,  of  failures,  however,  is  not  greater  in 

The  excess  of  liabilities  over  assets  was  proportion    to    population.      But    the 

$162,500,000.      The  record   was  very  increases  over  1913  are  significant. 
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GENERAL  Neutrality  in  California 

Commissioner     Against      State     Rating  Not  less  than    21    percent    of    Cali- 

Insurance    Commissioner   Brian    of  fornia's    population    is   foreign  -  born, 

Nebraska,  in  his  annual    report,    says  and  nearly28  percent  more  is  of  foreign 

that  he  himself  is  against  the    propo-  or    mixed  parentage.     About   half    of 

sition  of  having  the  state  interfere    in  our  people,  therefore,   are    related    to 

the  subject  of  rate  making.  He  recom-  other   countries  by  blood    ties.      The 

mends  that  the   state   should    confine  nations  now  at  war  in  Europe  are  rep- 

itself  to  the  accumulation  of  data  upon  resented     i  n     California    by    large 

which  to  base  a  classification  of  risks,  numbers.     According  to  the  census  of 

Consul  Vivas  Held  to  Answer  to  Charge  1910,  the  aggregate  is  as  follows: 

of  Arson  Germans 76,208 

Fernando  Somonza  Vivas,  consul   of  Austrians l/,330 

Honduras  at  San  Francisco,  is  in  the  Hungarians       ....       3,126 

Alameda  county  jail  awaiting  trial  on  British 161,6/1 

the  federaF courts  on  a  charge  of  arson  Italians 63,549 

growing  out  of  his  alleged  attempt  to  French 20,470 

-destroy  his  home  at  547  Twelfth  avenue  Russians 16,850 

December  27.  Belgians 1,441 

Clad  in  a  bath  robe,  the  consul  was  Understand,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 

arrested  in  front  of  his  burning  home  difference  between  making  a  thing  and 

by   Fire    Marshal    Towe.     The    police  manufacturing  it.      Take  a  little  one 

assert  that  he  confessed  arson,  claiming  inch    steel  eyelet    for    instance:     Any 

immunity  on  the  ground  that  he  is  the  country    blacksmith    can    make    one. 

representative  of  a  foreign  government.  But  to  turn  out  a  whole  box  stall    full 

Rough  Notes  says  Manager  Halle   of  of   them,    all  exactly   alike,    in,    say, 

the  Germania  has  fully  recovered   his  forty-eight  hours,    involves  automatic 

verloren  health.  machinery  and  is  manufacturing. 

After  a  fellow's  been  fired,  the  boss  And  we  expected  the  20th    century 

finds  out  a  lot  about  him  that  he  should  to  be  that  of  optimism.      But    we    are 

have  known  before.  in  the  beginning  of  the   greatest    war 

England  has  a  Planet  Ins.  Co.   Planet  ever  known.       Does  it  mean  anything 

means  wanderer.  and  will  the    wondering   world    mind 

Half  the  deaths  in  the  South  Caro-  the  meaning? 

lina  state  insane  asylum  last  year  were  The  great  exposition  will    open    its 

caused  by  pellagra.  doors  on  February  20.       Go  early  and 

The    Pacific    ocean,    its   shores,    its  avoid  the  crush, 

islands  and  the  vast    regions    beyond  Schopenhauer,    the    great     German 

M'ill  become  the  chief  theatre  of  events  pessimist   who    doubted    if   life    were 

in  the  world's  great  hereafter. — Seward,  worth  living,  took    good    care   of   his 

About    25,000     American     Indians  money,  and  fled  from  Berlin  to  Frank- 
have  tuberculosis.  fort  when  the  cholera  came. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

(LIMITED) 

Of  London,  England 
With  which  is  Incorporated  the 

rlancKester  Assurance  Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,    •     •    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,826,707.00 


Office:     100-106    Sansome  St.,         San  Francisco 


PRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  M.  PALACHE,  Assistant  IVIanas^r 


$200,000  Alaska   Fire   Is  a   Mystery 

Skagway,  Alaska,  Dec.  14. — Inves- 
tigations had  failed  today  to  reveal  the 
origin  of  the  fire  which  Saturday  night 
destroyed  the  Moores  wharf  and  ad- 
joining warehouses,  with  S50,000  loss 
on  the  wharf  and  $1.50,000  on  the 
warehouses  and  their  contents.  It 
was  onl}^  by  desperate  exertion  that 
the  bunkers  and  chutes  connected  with 
the  wharf  were  saved. 

In  California  on  Dec.  1-5  two  women 
lost  their  lives  by  fire.  One  woman 
ignited    her    dress    while    carrying    a 


shovelful  of  red-hot  coals.  The  other 
woman  perished  from  smoke  of  a  fire 
started  from  overheated  coal  stove. 
Sent  to  Asylum  as  Firebug 
Oakland,  Dec.  15. — Walter  Levy  of 
Alameda,  19  years  of  age,  was  today 
adjudged  a  pyromaniac  by  Judge 
Brown,  following  testimony  that  the 
youth  had  four  times  attempted  to  fire 
the  home  of  his  parents  on  Union 
street.  Several  Oakland  and  Alameda 
fires  are  attributed  to  him.  Levy  was 
remanded  to  the  Glen  Ellen  Home  for 
the  feeble-minded. 
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LIFE 

The  Metropolitan  got  over  10,000 
industrial  policyholders  when  it  took 
over  the  business  of  the  Beneficial  of 
Salt  Lake. 

J.  F.  Kight,  "auditor"  and  pro- 
fessional life  insurance  twister,  escaped 
conviction  in  a  Philadelphia  court 
because  the  law  was  defective  in  title, 
no  crime  being  mentioned. 


There  were  practically  no  dissenting 
votes  against  the  mutualization  of  the 
Metropolitan. 

Will  the  state  next  engage  in  indus- 
trial life  insurance?  The  Socialists 
hope  so. 

Goods  can't  be  any  better  than  the 
character  of  the  men  who  produce 
them. 


NEW 

MONTHLY  INCOME  BONDS 

NEW 

A   new    idea  added  to  the   Popular   Monthly 
Installment    Insurance.     Gives   the    Agent    a 
ready  opening  by  gaining  the  prospect's  will- 
ing attention.     Complete  Line,  Life,  Limited 
Pay,  Endowments 

For  Contracts,  address  I   A.  Ewing,  General  Manager,  or  Chas.  A.  Cohen. 
Supervisor  of  Agencies,  Home  OflSce 

SAN    FRANCISCO   LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

San  Francisco,   California 

Southern  California  Territory,  Address  W.  H.  Cramer,  President 
SOUTHERN  AGENCY  COMPANY 
1129  Marsh-Strong  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Territory  in  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Arizona,  Nevada 

NEW 

NEW 

ORGANIZED    1797 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 


Assets ,   Over        ..... 
Losses  Paid,   Over        .... 

Pacific    Department  : 

J.   L.   FULLER,   Manager 
FRANK    L.  HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


$13,000,000.00 
$100,000,000.00 

33  2  Pine  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


^ 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 

430  California  St.,        -  -       San  Francisco,   Cal. 

A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 


[SI 
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HOMi:   LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

OF    NEW    YORK 

An  examination  of  the  Home  Life  of  New  York  by  the  New  York  Insurance 
Department,  the  report  on  which  has  just  been  issued,  shows  the  Company  to  be  in 
splendid  condition  in  every  respect  with  an  excellent  record  in  all  of  its  relations  with 
policyholders.     The  chief  examiner  closes  the  report  on  the  examination  as  follows: 

"From  the  above  report  it  is  apparent  that  the  company  is  efficiently  managed, 
its  claims  under  its  policies  promptly  settled  and  its  policyholders  treated  fairly." 

During  the  period  under  examination  the  Home  Life  has  experienced  a  steady 
and  sound  growth,  its  assets  now  nearly  $30,000,000,  being  well  over  five  millions 
greater  than  in  1909  and  the  insurance  in  force  having  increased  from  192,532,533  in 
the  year  mentioned  to  over  $116,000,000  in  1913. 

For  Agency  apply  to  GEO.  W.  MURRAY,  Supt.  of  Agts., 

256  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


The  FRANKFORT 

General  Insurance  Co. 

Established  1865  Entered  United  States  1S96 

U.  S.  Department,  123  William  St.,  New  York,  N,  Y. 

Workmen's  Compensation 

Workmen's  Collective 

Liability 

Burglary 

Personal  Accident  and  Health 

Industrial  Accident  and  Health 

Agents  Wanted  For  tlnoccupied  Territory 
Apply  to  New  York  office  or  to 

WALTER  A.  CHOWEN, 

Resident  Secretary 

340  Sansome  Street  San  Francisco 

Central  California  Agency 

BEN  LEONARD  COMPANY 

617  "J"  St.,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

Southern  California  Agency 

CONSOLIDATED  AGENCY  COMPANY 

334  Central  Building,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast  Review  for   Special  Offer  to 

new  subscribers. 
TO    POST    MASTER:      You   are    authorized   to 

receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 
TO   HOTEL    KEEPER:  You  are  authorized    to 

receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 

FIRE 

The    burning   of  gasoline   caused  a 
damage  to  a  house  in  a  flooded  district 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Cash  Capital,  -         -         .        .        .        $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  ...       1,545,227.00 

Assets, 4,136,638.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department,  604  Merchants  Ex.,  S.  F. 
FIELD   REPRESENTATIVES: 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF,  Northern  California. 

604  Merchants  Exchange,  S.  F. 

E.  W.  HALL.  Bay  Counties. 

500  Syndicate  Bldg.,  Oaliland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California. 
302  Stimson  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon,  British   Columbia  and 

Western  Washington,     722  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 

Washington,    Address— Spokane,  Wash, 


in  Seattle.  The  fire  apparatus  could 
not  get  near  the  house,  and  firemen 
rode  over  in  boats  and  fought  the 
flames  with  hand  chemicals.  The 
chief's  automobile  could  not  get  nearer 
than  three  blocks. 

The  Fire  Brokers  Association  of  New 
York  has  adopted  resolutions  to  the 
effect  that  the  indemnity  furnished  by 
foreign  companies  regularly  admitted 
to  this  country  is  not  impaired  by  the 
present  war  in  Europe,  because  their 
American  assets  are  kept  sej^arate  and 
intact  and  consist  of  American  secur- 
ities held  in  the  United  States. 
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-.,,-.  - ^B    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

/\mcrican  f^cntrai         of  st.  louis  Established  1853 

Assets,  S5. 366. 214        Surplus  to  Policyholders.  $2,933,696        Losses  Paid.  $26,531,745 

^|.       r>~--|    F.  &   M.   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^•-«     ""^c**-*'  of  St.   Paul.   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets.  $10,249,327     Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $3,963,857       Losses  Paid,  $44,006,102 


LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 

Mercantile  '■  »  I  TIZ'"""     Minnesota  "Z'ltZ'" 

Assets $5,366,214  Assets      $10,249,327 

Surplus  to  Policyholders    .2.933,696  Surplus  to  Policyholders    .3.963.857 

TERRITORY — California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department: — 235  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION   LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,154,808.16 

Net  Surplus.  -  2,558,864.84  Policyholders  Surplus.       3,308,864.84 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

<  Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Pfiiladelphia.  i 
Total  Assets,  -  $26,907,330.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  $12,185,135.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906,        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AGENTS  : 

T.F.O'GV.Ar)Y,  San  Francisco;  GEO.  F.ST  A^ilFORD,  Los  Angeles; Portland 

313  California  Street,  -  .  -  San  Francisco 


FII^E.  not  flash  test  oil,  which  will  not  burn 

Oakland,    Cal.  —  I.     H.     Harrison,  if  you  thrust  a  lighted  match   into   it. 

formerly  a  local  agent  and  latterly    a 

.  1  \       ,                  •   +    1    +            -i.  A\  ulits,  CaL,  had  a  fire  in  the  Italia 
special,  has  been  appointed    to  a    citv 

office  with  a  good  salary.     He  was  the  ^^^^^'^    January    5.       Three     buildings 

first  president  of  the  Vulcan  at  a  salary  ^'^'^^    burned,  and    several    barrels  of 

of    S10,000.      Edwin    Meese,    another  whiskey  got  all  het  up  and  made  lively 

local  agent,  holds  and  has  long    held,  scenes  when  they  exploded  and    per- 

an  important  city  office.  ^"'"^^^  ^^''^  landscape. 

Lamp  explosi^)ns  caused   dama^^e  to  In    Oklahoma   the    better    class    of 

a  Fresno  home  and  aboard  a  laumh  in  local  agents  are  opposing  a  state  rating 

San  Francisco  bay.      Of  course,  it  was  bill. 
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Pacific  Department,  Insurance  Exchange,   San  Francisco 

CONNECTICUT 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

OF 

FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

OF 

HARTFORD 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ,  J.  SMITH, 

GUY  FRANCIS, 

Manager 

Asst.  Manager 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

r.  &i  M.   Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,   Mass. 

Largest    Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets    $10,943,902  88 

Total  Liabilities 8,612,529  02 

Net  Surplus 2,331,373  86 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,331,313.86 


NEWARK 

Kire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,009,892  77 

Total  Liabilities 1,401,859  21 

Net  Surplus      608,036  56 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,108,033.56 


OFFICE:    KOHL     BUILDING, 

Corner  California  and   Montgomery  Streets,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst.  Manager 

SUPERINTENDENTS    OF  AGENCIES 

F.  J,  R.  WEBBER        GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.  B.  ROGERS      J.  E.  CRANDALL        C.  H.  ANDERSON 
FRANK  H.  YOrXG  H.  K.  NOURSE 


A  warehousemen's  mutual  is  under         Seattle  will  borrow  money   on  short 
way.  time  at  lYi  percent. 
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WORLDS  INSURANCE  CONGRESS 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF. 

OCTOBER.  4—16 


G  EN  E  R  A  L 

In  Armenia,  Christmas  is  celebrated 
on  January  6. 

Ge-Fallen  for  the  Fatherland 

Annalen  des  Gesampten    Versicher- 
ungswesens  of  Dec.  3  prints  this  list: 

Fuers  Vaterland    gefallen  sind    die 

Herren:  Willy  Hans  Walther,  beamter 

der  Teutonia:   Otto    Decken,   beamter 

der  Allianz;   Arne  Bar,   desgl.;    Kurt 

Jacobi,  desgl.;   All)ert  Winter,  desgl. ; 

Johannes  Eggert,  desgl.;    Hugo  Sepp, 

Mannheimer  general  agent  dieser  Ges- 

ellschaft;    Heinrich   Patzner,    beamter 

der  Viktoria;    Arthur  Walter,  desgl. ; 

Walter  Dannert,  desgl. ;   Jakob  Ganze- 

voort,    desgl.;      Oskar    Gorz,    desgl.; 

Paul  Jakob,  desgl. ;  Otto  Kaiser,  desgl.; 

V.  Piwocki,  berufsagent   in  Innsbruck 

dieser    Gesellschaft;     Willy   Gunther, 

einnehmer  der  Viktoria,  Robert  Heide, 

desgl. ;   Heinrich  Hlatki,  beamter  der 

Schweizerischen     Unfallversicherungs- 

Gesellschaft ;    Ludwig   Riedel,  desgl.; 

Kurt  Bohme,  desgl. ;   Hermann  Schad- 

ler,    beamter    der    Thuringia;     Kurt 

Vetter.     desgl.;      Konstantin     Hohr, 

beamter    der    Magdeburger    Feuerver- 

sicherungs  -  Gesellschaft:   Georg  Berg, 

desgl. ;      Alfred    Muller,    beamter   der 

Wilhelma   in    Magdeburg;      Julius 

Martini,     beamter    der    Magdel)urger 

Hagelversicherungs-Gesellschaft ;  Robt. 

Conrad,   beamter  des   Deutschen  Pho- 


nix;  Max  Willms,  beamter  der 
Frankfurter  Allgemeinen;  Heinrich 
Hofmann,  beamter  der  Providentia; 
Wilhelm  Sehalow,  Prokurist  bei  der 
Hamburger  generalagentur  der  Leip- 
ziger  Feuerversicherungs -Anstalt; 
Arthur  Warneke,  Mitinhaber  der  Ham- 
burger generalagentur  der  Union  in 
Berlin;  Walter  Daevel,  beamter  der 
Preufischen  National;  Emil  Seidlitz, 
desgl.;  Georg  Buck,  beamter  des  All- 
gemeinen Deutschen  Versicherungs- 
Vereins  in  Stuttgart;  Friedrich  Cyre- 
nius,  desgl.;  Willy  Flasdick,  desgl.; 
Arthur  Hoftarth,  desgl,;  Ferdinand 
Schmidt,  desgl. ;  Julius  Fiebiger,  gen- 
eral agent  in  Bromberg  dieser  Gesell- 
schaft. 

It 's  a  poor  rule  that  won't  work 
both  ways. 

The  courtesy  that  a  buyer  shows  a 
seller  is  just  as  operative  to  profit  as 
tiie  courtesy  the  seller  shows  the  buyer. 

The  good-will  of  the  seller  is  just  as 
valuable  to  the  buyer  as  the  buyer's 
good-will  is  to  the  seller. 

If  the  good-will  of  the  seller  is  culti- 
vated the  buyer  will  get  more  in  serv- 
ice with  what  he  buys. 

Look  about  you .  The  successful  man 
is  the  one  who  pays  his  own  debts 
promptly,  by  insisting  on  prompt  pay- 
ment by  those  who  owe  him. 

Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that  the 
neat,  clean,  well  dressed,  clear -eyed 
salesman  who  calls  on  you  probably 
represents  a  firm  that  wouldn't  stand 
for  anything  else? 

M.  C.  High,  Bisbee,  Arizona,  wants  the 
local  agency  of  "a  reliable  tire  insurance 
company."  Will  give  satisfactory  refer- 
ences. 
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GENERAL 

Washington's  new  law  abolished 
eight  banks. 

Education  teaches  us  only  the  awful 
extent  of  what  we  do  not  know. 

Watch  the  fellow  ahead,  but  re- 
member the  fellow  behind  who  is  after 
your  job. 


Slight  earthquakes  are  reported  at 
Bakersfield  and  Santa  Barbara,  Cal., 
during  the  recent  period  of  low  barom- 
eter. 

The  successful  man  is  the  one  who 
applies  the  Golden  Rule  of  Prosperity : 
Pay  others  prompt!}^  as  you  would  have 
them  pay  you. 


The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

^ambur^  -Bremen 

^ire  insurance  Compam 

HAMBURG,  GERMANY 

Ovfjanized  in  1854  Entered  United  States  in  1858 

Total  Losses  Paid  in  tKe  United  States,       $27,000,000 

United    States   Branch  :    123  William  Street,         -         NEW    YORK 

H.  N.  KELSEY,  Manager 

Pacific  Department:     340  California  Street,     -     SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

MACDONALD  &  MILES,  Managers 

AGENTS       ^WANTED       I^f       UNREPRESENTED       POINTS 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 


Insurance  in  force,  UKUiS  Policies  for 


$218,304,060 


WHAT  NO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 


To  repay  to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,  Dividends,  Surrender 
Values,  Annuities  and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 
It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 


Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1.  1846,  to  Dec.  .31,  1913 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period 

Excess  of  amount  returned  ...--. 


$287,442,080.61 

296,862,956,74 

9,420,876.13 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 

Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co.     New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853  Organized  1826 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation     North  River  Insurance  Co. 

OrganUed  1910  Organized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Company    organized  i824 

WM.    W.  ALVERSON,  Manager 

3  7  4    Pine  Street,        ....        San  Francisco,  California 

Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 

Cnsz-iol  An^«nt«  *  K-  K-  RopcF,  San  Francisco       A.  M.  Lovelace.  Portland       AMPLE  FACILITIES  for  Handling 
opeciai  Agenis  ,  ,j,   ^   Keleher,  Los  Angeles       W.  T.  Booth.  Spokane  Large  Linas. 


90  Pacific  Fire  Manual 

From 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

A  Book  of  Instructions.      For  Local  Agents. 

Cloth  Bound.     Price  S1.50. 

Hotels  and  Contents 

8  .  .  .  On  one  and  two-story  brick  metal  roof  building 
while  occupied  as  hotel  and  situate 

8  .  .  .  On  hotel  furniture  and  fixtures,  including 
stores,  other  than  wines,  liquors,  and  cigars. 

8    .    .    .    On     bar  room  furniture  and  fixtures. 

8    .    .    .    On     bar  room  plate  glass  mirror,  size    .... 

8  .  .  .  On  four  billard  tables,  an  eciual  amount  on 
each  table,  balls  and  racks. 

8    .    .    .    On     one  pool  table  and  pool  balls. 

8  .  .  .  On  stock  of  wines,  liquors,  and  cigar  and  cigar- 
ettes, all  while  contained  in  above  described 
building. 

8    .    .    .    Total  concurrent  insurance  on  building. 

8    .    .    .    Other  concurrent  insurance  on  contents. 

Hotel  contents  may  be  written  under  a  blanket  form. 

Livery  Stable  and  Contents 

8    .    .    .    On  the  one  and  one-half  story  frame  shingle  roof 

building  while    occupied    as    a    livery    stable, 

situate 

8  .  .  .  On  18  horses,  being  an  equal  amount  on  each. 
8  .  .  .  On  8  buggies,  being  an  equal  amount  on  each. 
8    .    .    .    On     other  vehicles,   it   being    understood    and 

agreed  that  in  event  of  loss  or  damage,  claim 

on  no  one  vehicle  shall  exceed  8    .    .    .    . 
8    .    .    .    On     6  sets  of  single   harness,   being  an  equal 

amount  on  each. 
8    .    .    .    On     4  sets  of  double    harness,  being  an  equal 

amount  on  each. 
8    .    .    .    On     robes,  blankets,  whips  and  all  stable  tools 

and  implements,  and 
8    .    .    .    On     hay,  grain,  and  feed,  all  while  contained  in 

the  above  dtscribed  building. 

(63) 
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m    FIRE  AUTOMOBILE    i 

NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance    Company 
Assets,     -     $6,916,921.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -      $3,503,411.00 

DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company 
Assets,     -     $2,278,039.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,574,706.00 

y  NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS 

f         Assets,   -  $10,742,403.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $5,862,302.00 
EDWIN     PARRISM,    Manager 

Pacific   Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco 


For  the  first  half  fiscal  year  Uncle 
Sam's  income  decreased  $35,000,000. 
His  expenses  were  $395,000,000,  a 
gain  of  810,000,000.  Expenditures 
exceeded  income  by  S79,500,000. 


Good  Territor/ 

OPEN  TO 
RIGHT  MEN 
— those  who  know  how  and  can  pro- 
duce applications  and  settle  policies 
— always  ready  to  negotiate  with  men 
of  experience,  energy  and  enthusiasm. 


UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance    Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 
ARTHUR    L.  BATES,  President 

Address      Albert  E.  Awde,    Supt.  of  Agencies 
7  W.  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 
Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


T.  H.  McAllis,  Manager,  Sherlock  Bldg,. 
Portland.  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Seattle, 
Wash. 

The  Western  States  Agency  Co.,  Manager, 
225  Foster  Building,  Denver,  Col. 

J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  January  1,  1914. 


Cash  Capital,  -  -  -  81,000,000  00 
Assets,  -----  7,260,197  27 
Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  2,596,266  99 
Surplus  for  Polic3'holders  3,596,266  99 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 

BOOK    OF    FORMS 

This  new  Book  of  Forms  is  now  under 
way.  The  Forms  are  those  adapted 
to  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  price  will 
be  $1.50,  or  possibly  less.  Will  be 
published  by  The  Coast  Review,  San 
Francisco. 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FOUR  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  ^  Mercantile 

Insurance   Company  Of  London  and  Edinburgh 

Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  WilHam  St.,  New  York  City 

$9,139,794.00 

E.  G.  BICHABDS,  Manager 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD.  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 


ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 

(which  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Cc-I 


234  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 


FIELD  Representatives 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business  ?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

THEN 
Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company,  Are  you  represented  here?  Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there.  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Harm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an   applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."    "My  business  is  chiefly ." 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 
They  will  give  you  the  glad   hand  and  the  warm 
eye      They  will  pay  you   a    handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance     Company 
Of    Great    Britain. 

Organizecl  1824, 


North  American  Branch: 

Hartford,  Conn. 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 


FIELD    REPRESENTATIVES/ 

FRED  W.  GASTON,  Taconia.  Wash.. 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  CoUmibia. 

JOHN   M.   HOPKIXS,  State  Agent, 

JOHN  L.  REAMS,  Special  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUNDSON,   Realty  Building, 

Spokane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  Arizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE: 
409  California  Street 


Wheat  sold  at  Portland,  (^r.,  last 
week  for  $1.48  a  bushel.  "Dollar 
wheat"  is  the  usual  dreain  of  the 
fanner,  but  the  war  will  enable  him 
to  buy  a  first-class  automobile  this 
year. 


Phagocytes  —  devouring  cells  —  was 
the  name  given  by  Metclinikoff  to  the 
leucocytes  or  white  cells,  which  he 
found  spying  about  the  body  in  search 
of  food  or  prey.  These  white  cells 
destroy  invading  microbes. 
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ARE  YOU  PLEASED?         I 

IF  NOT,  SEE  ^— » 


us 


POLICIES    UP  TO   TME    MINUTE 

LITE,  ACCIDENT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE" 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldg.  LOS    ANGELES,  CAL. 


^ 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1914,  -  -        -        $26,525,973.85 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1914,      -  -        -        .       8,048,522.13 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  Jauaryl,  1914,       -  10,048,522.13 

Losses  Paid,  Over 167,060,500.00 

H.   R.   MANN,   Manager 
F.  M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,  Assistant  Managers 
Paific    Coast   Department:   339-341    Sansome    St..    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  :  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg,  Seattle,  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen.  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash.—  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco— A.  C.  Anderson, 
447  Douglas  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 


United  States  Assets    .    . 
Liabilities  in  United  States 


OF  TORONTO 
(FIRE) 


(INCORPORATED  1833) 


$1,889,181.35 
1.161,272.95 


Surplus $727,908.40 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

129  Leidesdorff  Street,         -        -        San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


The  British  government  is  being 
urged  to  write  war  risks  on  life  poli- 
cies, following  the  course  which  it  has 
adopted  in  marine  insurance. 

California  again  leads  in  gold  pro- 
duction, with  a  total  of  1,037,537  tine 
ounces. 


Elie  Metchnikoff  had  no  word  for 
woman  suffrage.  "But  what  art  or 
science  has  man  closed  to  you?"  he 
asked  the  ladies.  "Where  are  your 
Beethovens,  your  Wagner,  your  Verdis, 
your  Brahms?  Where  is  your  Phidias, 
your  Michaelangelo,  your  Ceelini?" 
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Write 


The  Company  with  the 
Combination  Life,  Accide 
Policy — 
lys  good,  fair  commissions — 
prompt  and  satisfactory  service 
jlicyholders  and  representatives 
A  good,  all-round,  successful 
of  Life  and  Energy— The  kind 
0  connect  yourself  with — 

information — 

n  incurred. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  i85i> 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Surjilus $1,05 3,8 Si). 00 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

129  LEIDESDORFF  STREET        -        -        -         SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  SCOTT  &  HENLEY,  Managers. 


Svea 

Insurance  Company 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural 

Insurance  Company 

Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire 

Insurance  Company 

of  New  York 

Hamilton  Fire 

Insurance  Company 

of  New  York 

Globe  Underwriters 

of  New  York 


EDWARD    BROWN  &    SONS 

General    Agents  Pacific   Coast  Department 

202  -  204  Sansome  St.,    San  Francisco 


22,000     EDITION 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
12th   EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey  Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.50 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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Roya!  ExcKange  Assurance 


OF     LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 
Losses  Paid  During  Tliat  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 

R.  D.  HARVEY,  United  States  Mgr. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING,   State  Agent 
For   Oregon,  Washingrton    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING,  SEATTLE 


CANTON 


I 


nsurance 


Offi 


ice 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)        -       -  $   250,000  00 

Cash  Assets  (Gold)       -       -       -  2,267,816  75 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,554.193  31 

Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -  225,000  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


PARROTT    &  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  CaHfornia  Street,  San   Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  London 
ESTABLISHED  1782 


W.  IRVIKG 

General  Agent    for  Pacific  Coast 

/?.  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 


3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Buildina 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 


The  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Head  Office  for  United  States: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates- 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        -       -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal   Insurance    Building 
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Prong-Horned  Antelope 

By  Harold  C.  Bryant,  Game  Expert, 
California  Fish  and  Game  Commis- 
sion : 

The  prong-horned  antelope  was  once 
one  of  the  commonest  game  mammals 
found  in  California.  At  the  present 
time  only  a  very  few  are  left  in  the 
state.  Most  of  these  are  to  be  found 
in  four  counties — Modoc,  Lassen,  Mono 
and  western  Fresno.  Before  gold  was 
discovered  in  California  they  were  ex- 
ceedingly abundant  in  the  San  Joaquin 
and  Sacramento  valleys. 

The  antelope  has  no  near  relatives  in 
the  United  States.  It  is  both  goatlike 
and  deerlike.  It  has  hollow  horns 
with  honey  cores  and  scent  glands  like 
the  goat.  In  its  coat  of  hair  with 
undercoat  of  wool  and  its  habit  of 
shedding  its  horns  each  year,  it  is  like 
the  deer.  It  is  the  only  animal  on 
the  American  continent  which  possesses 
two  hoofs  on  each  foot  like  a  giraffe. 
The  antelope  stands  about  three  feet 
high  at  the  shoulder  and  an  average 
buck  weighs  between  80  and  100  lbs. 
The  color  is  a  rich  tan  with  large  white 
spots.  The  eyes  are  very  large  for  an 
animal  of  its  size,  but  in  spite  of  this 
the  antelope  does  not  seem  to  have 
extraordinary  powers  of  sight. 

The  horns  have  but  one  short  prong. 
Unlike  deer,  the  antelope  is  never 
absolutely  hornless,  for  the  new  horn 
is  fairly  well  developed  before  the  old 
one  is  shed.  Old  bucks  usually  shed 
their  horns  in  October,  but  younger 
animals  usually  shed  later  on.  A  close 
examination  of  the  material  making 
up  the  horns  will  show  that  they  are 
composed  of  aglutinated  hairs — just  a 
mass  of  hair  cemented  together. 


Antelope  are  very  fleet  and  it  is 
said  that  dogs  are  unable  to  overtake 
them.  When  frightened  they  give  a 
sort  of  "snort."  The  only  other 
sound  which  these  animals  are  known 
to  emit  is  a  sort  of  "grunting  bleat" 
used  by  the  mothers  in  calling  their 
young. 

The  prong-horned  antelope  is  noted 
for  its  curiosity.  In  the  early  days 
this  habit  was  made  use  of  by  hunters, 
who  would  bring  the  animals  up  within 
gunshot  by  waiving  a  coat  or  red 
handkerchief  on  the  end  of  a  stick,  or 
by  lying  down  on  their  backs  and 
kicking  their  legs  in  the  air.  For 
many  years  past,  however,  these  ani- 
mals have  profited  by  experience  and 
are  not  so  easily  taken  in  by  this  ruse. 
Burned   Beneath  Auto 

In  Fresno,  on  January  7,  a  real 
estate  agent  met  with  a  melancholy 
end  when  his  motor  car  overturned 
and  pinioned  him  beneath.  The  ma- 
chine caught  fii'e  and  the  owner  was 
burned  so  badly  that  he  later  died. 
The  accident  was  the  result  of  a  col- 
lision. 

Dreadnoughts  for  the  Scrap-Pile 

If  Edison  builds  a  submarine  as  he 
plans,  it  will  be  good  -  night  to  all 
battle-ships.  Some  day  we  may  have 
such  a  "submarine"  insurance  com- 
pany which  will  put  all  other  kinds 
out  of  existence.  Perhaps  a  50-million- 
air  fire  company  will  be  able  to  do  it. 

A  Paris  newspaper  offers  a  prize  of 
$2,000  for  the  best  map  of  Europe 
made  now  to  show  divisions  as  they 
will  exist  after  the  war  is  over. 

Often  the  man  who  is  most  down 
on  a  thing  is  the  one  who  is  least  up 
on  it. 
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:  ESTABLISHED     1873 

Office   of   Ed^vi^ard   E.    Potter 

GeneraB    Agent 

The  first  office  to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

The  first  office  to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,  with- 
out discount,  for  cash  or  exchange. 

The  only  general  agency  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons 
suffered. 

The  only  office  that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and 
trouble  of  going  to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 

The  Edw.  E.  Potter  General  Agency  commenced  business  in  1873  and 
has  never  represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in 
his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the  Best   Insurance   While   You  Are  About  It 
It   Costs    No    More 

"'t"R,^r  GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .  $3,889,296  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .   $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits   ...  $  432,560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  |I  ,080,978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    .    .    .    $173.718  00 

EDWARD  E,  POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.   W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


THE    COAST   REVIEW 


INSURANCE 


JANUARY 


In  its  44th  year 


Spokane  Life  Notes 

An  aggressive  agency  campaign  has  been 
carried  on  for  the  past  several  months  and 
the  New  World  is  writing  a  substantial 
business  in  Washington,  Idaho,  California, 
Montana,  Oregon,  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Penn- 
sylvania. The  company  is  now  endeavoring 
to  make  satisfactory  general  agency  connec- 
tions at  Portland,  Ore.,  Springfield,  111., 
and  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Reliance  has  made  a  strong  connec- 
tion in  the  Inland  Empire.  J.  B.  Wallace, 
who  has  been  with  the  Reliance,  and  Frank 
M.  Else,  for  the  last  seven  years  with  the 
Prudential,  have  formed  the  firm  of  Wallace 
&  Else,  and  establislied  offices  witii  the 
Guernsey-Newton  company  in  the  Eagle 
building.  The  Spokane  general  agency 
covers  eastern  Washington  and  northern 
Idaho. 

Alfred  T.  Anderson,  general  agent  at 
Spokane  for  the  Provident  Life  &  Trust, 
assumes  his  duties  as  auditor  of  Spokane 
county  on  January  11,  1915.  Mr.  Anderson 
was  formerly  postmaster  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  on  coming  to  Spokane  became  associated 
witii  the  Provident  Life.  Anderson  helped 
"bring  back"  the  Republican  party  in 
Spokane  county  and  to  assist  the  "cause" 
ran  for  a  county  office. 

H.  W.  Soderling,  special  agent  in  Central 
Washington  for  the  Penn  Mutual,  has 
resigned  to  become  secretary  of  the  AVen- 
atchee  Commercial  club. 

C.  ^I.  Brown  is  conducting  a  business 
campaign  for  the  ^Etna  agencies  of  tliis 
section.  Mr.  Brown  also  is  assisting  his 
new  general  manager,  Neil  Flenner,  to  get 
under  way.  Flenner  was  formerly  general 
agent  here  for  the  Canada  Life  and  the 
insurance  fraternity  was  pleased  to  welcome 
him  and  his  charming  family  back  to  Spo- 
kane.      Mr.    Flenner    has    charge    (jf    the 


^Etna's  territory  in  eastern  Washington, 
northern  Idaho  and  all  of  Montana.  Ru- 
dolph Dorn,  who  was  general  agent  here 
for  the  ^Etna  for  many  years,  continues  to 
be  associated  with  the  agency  but  places  the 
aggressive  work  on  the  shoulders  of  a 
younger  man. 

The  Central  Life  has  made  progress  in 
the  Spokane  territory  during  the  last  year 
under  H.  R.  Fenstamaker,  superintendent 
of  its  Northwestern  agencies.  The  agents 
reporting  to  the  Spokane  office  in  1914 
wrote  $1 ,250,000,  and  the  agency  manage- 
ment is  out  to  write  $2,000,000  in  1915 
The  agency  now  has  its  own  cashier,  Mr. 
Royce,  from  the  home  office. 

The  Western  Union  Life  is  closing  the 
most  successful  year  in  its  history.  The 
company  in  1914  wrote  and  paid  for  $6,000,- 
000  of  new  business,  and  its  insurance  in 
force  has  reached  a  total  oi  $20,000,000. 
Agencies  in  the  states  of  Wasliington,  Ore- 
gon, Idaho  and  3Iontana  are  becoming 
more  strongly  estal)lished  each  succeeding 
year,  with  the  result  that  the  average  paid 
for  business  of  1914  amounted  to  $500,000 
each  month.  An  extra  dividend  of  two 
percent  was  declared  in  December,  payable 
on  December  31st,  as  a  result  of  the  prof- 
itable year  the  company  experienced  in 
1914. 

The  Western  Union  has  secured  the  ser- 
vices of  Ralph  A.  Nelson  as  resident  actuary 
of  the  company.  ]Mr.  Nelson  arrived  in 
Spokane  last  week  from  Texas,  where  he 
had  been  connected  with  the  insurance 
department  of  that  state.  The  company 
has  recently  made  the  following  new  agency 
connections:  General  agent  for  southern 
Idaho,  J.  B.  HoJ^'ard,  formerly  with  the 
Continental  Life,  who  will  have  headquarters 
at  Twin  Falls;  D.  L.  Hays,  Paris,  Idaho, 
and  J.  M.  Jolley,  special  agent  working  out 
of  the  home  office. 
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OF  LONDON 
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ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 
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1863 
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52nd  YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized   in  1863 


1915 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under  the   Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 
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ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH, 
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Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
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Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON,  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Mai  oger 

Mason  Building:  Bost'i    Mass. 


Southeastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 

Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ  HERRMANN,  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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An     Insurance     Journal     and     Directory 
IN    ITS    FORTY. FOURTH     YEAR 

San   Francisco:     Merchants   Exchange  Building 


The  Only  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  PaeiOc  West 


INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO,,  Publishers 


San  Francisco  Premiums  by  Offices 

Jitneys  May  Depreciate  Suburban  Property 

Projected  Consolidation  of  Two  Life  Companies 
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Circulating  Extensively  in  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


^= 


Price  25  Cents 
;3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan.  China  and 
A  ustralasia 


-J 


TKe    Great    Fire    Insxirance    Company    of    tKe    A^^orld 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,654,877.15 


Established  1836 


Entered  U.S.    18< 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branfh  on  the  31st  of  December,  1914.  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  Stute  of  Xew  York,  is  as  follows: 

Assets $14,654,877.15 

Liabilities 


9,986.463.20 


Surplus     .   .   . 
As  an  illustration  of  the  Compan.v'.- 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figmes  m: 

Year. 

1871 

1872 

1873 

•   Thus  showing  ExcKss  OF  E.xpenditi'u 

And  IxcKEA.'^K  OF  Assets  in  the  same 

PROGRT5SS  OF  THE  UNITED  STAI  1 

$1,739,620:  1878,  $2,422,126    1888.  $3,928,0 

LO"<.'^E'^.—Th(>  amount  paid  in  satisi: 

oeeds  $142,000,000.       This  large  sum  i: 

confidence  of  the  public  and  the  falthfuh 


$  4,668.413.95 

practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  years  of 
ly  interest  Policyholders: 

Excess  of 
Expenditure.    Expenditure. 
$5,122,653         $1,958,752 
4.484,999  751.898 


Income. 

$3,163,901 

3,733,101 


Asspts  at 

1~t  .lanuary. 

$3,054,361 

3.640.450 

.    4,165.290 

E  in  the  two  years  of $2,710,650 

time  of 1,110.929 

-  HRAXCH.-Net  fiireproiniums:  1848.  $4.51Pt  1858.  $471 .988:  1868, 
11;  1898,  $4,979,422;  1908,  $7,427,617;  1913,  $8,907,895.07 
'tion  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  67  years  ex- 
i  ■iijiMiction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business,  evinces  the 
'--  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adnisted  and  settled. 


I^AiiFic  Dei>artmf.xt  E.STABLISHED  ]  -^ "  J 
Tit  Cotnpnut/'s  Xeiv  BuiltliiKj 
444  Cfiiiforufff  St.,  San  Fr((i."   s<o 

Special    Agents: 

R.   '■■   l'l:l  -li  R    IT.   ROUN'TRKF  HARRISON  IK  »tSE\VORTH 

\V.   11     l:.\YMOXn  ('HE!»TER  s.     'N  '■■K  F.  E.   ATKIN.^ 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manager 

THOS.  H.  ANDERSON,  Asst.  Manag 


LOGAN  P..  THANPLKR 
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Conflagration-Proof  Insurance 


Losses  paid  to  date, 


over   $166,000,000 


RftOnC  DEPARTMENT 


gERMAN  J       1  PHOENIX 

American-  mTM    "'^kttOP^ 


GERMAN  ^^P^PR^^OJ? 

Alliance-  ^^^^   >JNDERWRno» 


Equiiable  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Col 
Geo.  H.  Tyson  General  agent. 

HERBeRT  FOLGER.  ASST.GENLAfitllt 

SAN  FRANCISCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets  Thirty -Nine  Millions 


Agents  Wanted  in  every^  City,  town  or  Village 
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Representing 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  Ne-w  "YorK 

You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  **oldest  company  in  America*'  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  to  Producing  Af/ents,  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice -President 

34  NASSAU   STREET.   NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


Working   Capital 

In  nearly  every  business  there  is  an 
item  known  as  Working  Capital  or  the 
money  used  by,  say,  a  manufacturer 
in  paying  for  his  labor  and  certain 
other  cash  items  during  the  interval 
between  when  goods  are  made  and 
when  they  are  paid  for. 

Interest  must  be  charged  on  this 
working  capital,  no  matter  whether 
it  is  possessed  out-right  by  the  concern 
that  uses  it  or  whether  it  is  borrowed 
from  a  bank;  and  the  sum  of  this 
interest  must  be  charged  to  the  cost  of 
doing  business,  and  which  those  who 
use  the  service  of  business  finally  must 
pay. 

The  slower  each  individual  is  in  pay- 
ing his  bills,  the  larger  the  item  of 
working  capital    required,    the    larger 


the  interest  charge  and  the  greater  the 
cost  of  doing  business — all  of  which 
finally  is  charged  to  the  debtor,  con- 
sumer. 

If,  say,  the  smaller  final  consumer 
pays  his  bills  promptly  the  retailer  can 
pay  his  jobber  promptly,  the  jobber 
the  manufacturer,  the  manufacturer 
the  people  from  whom  he  has  obtained 
material  and  supplies,  and  so  on  clear 
through  the  business  fibre. — Cottrell's. 

Motor  Revenues  and    Registrations 

One  million,  three  hundred  thirty- 
six  thousand  and  seventy-nine  dollars 
was  paid  to  the  state  by  motorists  in 
1914. 

The  motor  vehicle  division  of  the 
department  of  engineering  reports  the 
automobile  registrations  for  December 
as  561,  and  motorcycles  as  237, 
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INCORPORATED   1861 

The  California  Insurance  Company 

Cash  Capital,  ....  $400,000  OO 
Net  Surplus,  ....  191,636  00 
Total  Assets,      .      .      .       1,141,200  00 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  President  W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary  J.  W.  WARNER,  Assistant  Secretary 

HOME  OFFICE:     Company's  Building.  550-558  Sacramento   St. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL 

Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  Seattle     LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles     B.  A.  SIFFORD,  Portland 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  the  rate  of  "•  Dollar  for  Dollar." 

Eastern  Department,  Philadelphia,  FRANK  C.  STURTEVANT,  Manager. 

Middle  East  Department,  Pittsburg.  LOGUE  BROS.  &  CO.,  Gen'l  Agts. 


London  &  Lancashire  Fire  Ins.  Co.  Ltd. 

Of  LIVERPOOL,    ENGLAND 

INCORPORATED   1861 

Capital  Subscribed  and  on  Call,      .     .     .      $23,211,180.00 
Total  Available  Assets, 35,096,835.00 

Pacific  Department,  332  Pine  Street,  :        San  Francisco 

SAM    B.    STOY,    Manaser 

GEO.  OEMOXD  SMITH,  Agency  Superintendent,  San  Francisco 
W.  B.  HOPKINS,  Local  Secretary,  San  Francisco 
J,  P.  YATES,  Agency  Superintendent,  Los  Angeles 

SPECIAL  AGENTS— Geo.  T.  Richmond.  San  Francisco;  N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr..  Salt  Lake;  W.  W. 
Gilmore,  Sacramento:  G.  L.  Goodell,  Portland;  J.  P.  Hague,  Los  Angeles;  D.  H.  Parry, 
Seattle;   N.  Gardner,   Denver. 

The  "London  &  Lancashire"  is  a  staunch    supporter  of  the  agency   system  and  does  not  write 
over  the  heads  of  its  representatives 


The    Coast    Review 


pacific  Coast 
f^asualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR—AUTOMOBILE—PERSONAL AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 

SAN    FRANCISCO 


Five     Hundred    Ostriches    for     Imperial 

December  1st  500  ostriches  were 
shipped  to  Calipatria,  Imperial  valley, 
from  Phoenix. 

In  November  182  ostriches  were 
shipped  from  Arizona  to  the  Tejon 
ranch  in  Kern  county;  the  birds  are 
valued  at  approximately  S20,000. 

A  tribe  of  Afghans  recently  arrived 
in  the  Imperial  Valley  from  Afghanis- 
tan. They  will  grow  cotton  and  bar- 
ley on  several  hundred  acres  of  leased 
land . 

Factories  for  San    Francisco 

During  the  past  three  months  the 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 
has  been  instrumental  in  getting  forty- 
six  new  factories  to  establish  plants 
and  headquarters  in  8an  Francisco. 
The  Chamber  has  2,373  plants  listed, 
which  is  an  increase  of  30  percent  over 
the  United  States  census  report  of  1909. 


THERE  IS  NO  LIFE  INSURANCE 

COMPANY  IN  AMERICA 

that 

HELPS  ITS  AGENTS 

more    than  the 
BANKERS  LIFE   COMPANY 

DES    MOINES,  IOWA 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,  1914,   $8,002,962.21 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1914,    3,076,053.39 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
201    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,   Manager 
S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW, 
SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell     C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A.  Lathrop 


"How  are  the  Mighty  Fallen!" 

Proud  of  his  authority  as  may  be 
the  modern  constable,  as  he  brushes 
the  dust  from  his  official  badge  with 
his  left  sleeve  and  taps  the  ground 
with  the  toe  of  his  right  foot  crossed 
behind  the  left,  little  is  he  apt  to  know 
of  the  greatness  from  which  his  title 
is  decended.  According  to  Black's 
Dictionary  (2d  Ed.)  page  252,  the 
name  ' '  constable  "  was  given  i  n 
medieval  law  to  a  "very  high  function- 
ary under  the  French  and  English 
kings,  the  dignity  and  importance  of 
whose  office  was  only  second  to  that 
of  the  monarch.  He  was  in  general 
the  leader  of  the  royal  armies,  and  had 
cognizance  of  all  matters  pertaining 
to  war  and  arms,  exercising  both  civil 
and   military   jurisdiction." — Docket. 


TKe 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


The  Coast  Review 


"An  agent  is  known  by  the  companies  he  keeps." 
CONTINENTAL     INSIRANCE    COMPANY 

OF   NEW    YORK 

The  best  company  for  a  policy- 
holder is  tlie  best    company 
for  an  agent. 
HENRY  EVANS,  President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  332  South  LaSalle    Street,  Chicago 

FIDELITY-PHENIX    FIRE   INSIRANCE  COMPANY 

OF   NEW    YORK 

The  assured  places  the  responsibility 
on  the  agent;  a  Fidelity-Phenix 
policy  relieves  him  of  it. 

HENRY    EVANS,   President 

Western  Office: 
137  South   LaSalle  Street,  Chicago 


Home  Office: 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


FIDELITY  (FIRE)  LNDERWRITERS 

OF   NEW   YORK 

Combine  the  assets  of  two  of  the 
largest  companies  with  the  highest 
sense  of  liberality  and  fairness. 


Combined  Assets,  $42,586,574 

Home  Office: 
80  Maiden  Lane.  New  York 


Policyholders'  Surplus,  $23,743,555 

Western  Office: 
332  South  LaSalle  Street.  Chicago 


Union  Assurance  Society 


Limited 


OF     LONDON 

Instituted  during  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  A.  D.  1714 


La^\^  Union  ^  Rock 

Insurance  Company 


Limited 
OF  LONDON 


V->^ 


y-:  \ 


k-\ 


FOUNDED   A.D.    ia06 

PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT 
Insurance  Exchange,  ...  San  Francisco 

HARRY    H.    SMITH,    Manager 

EDW.  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J,  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:      F.  A.  STAHL,  San   Francisco;  F.  F,  RICHARDS,    Los  Angeles: 

W.  J.  KULP,  Penver,  Colo.;        M.  B.  BOOTHBY,  Portland,  Ore. 
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Our  Fire  Waste  A  National  Disgrace 
Estimate 

In  1911  the  United  States  and  Canada  had 
a  fire  loss,  in  value  of  property  destroyed 
of  $234,377,250,  and  The  United  States 
Geological  Survey  in  its  report  as  to  causes, 
estimated  that  fully  fifty  percent  of  these 
fires  originated  through  pure  carelessness, 
hence  half  that  enormous  sum  could  have 
been  saved  to  general  circulation  through 
business  channels,  by  a  reasonable  amount 
of  care,  instead  of  an  unreasonable  amount 
of  carelessness,  or  I  might  add,  criminal 
carelessness. 

People  Must  Be  Educated 

The  people  must  be  educated  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  proper  care  if  we  would  lessen 
this  drainage  on  the  world's  wealth.  Every 
organization  and  every  individual  that  is 
working  to  this  end  is  accomplishing  good, 
and  there  are  numerous  organizations  work- 
ing along  the  lines  of  fire  prevention.  The 
world's  conference  of  all  interested  would 
result  in  adopting  new  arguments  and  new 
methods  and  at  the  same  time  give  a  pub- 
licity to  the  subject  that  would  accomplish 
more  good  than  we,  who  are  directly  in 
touch  with  the  subject,  could  have  dreamed 
were  possible  when  this  campaign  started 
comparatively  a  few  years  ago. 

Where  our  people  have  given  the  subject 

conscientious  consideration,  they  have  been 

awakened  to  the  necessity  of  education  along 

these  lines.     Foreign  countries  have  more 

stringent  building  laws  than  we  have.     The 

question  of  faulty  construction  enters  in  as 

well  as  the  national  carelessness.     There  is 

a  lack  of  efficiency  in  our  building  codes  and 

a  lack  of  enforcement  of  those    we    have. 

Fire  proof  roofing  should  become  a  national 

law.     Wooden  shingles  should  be  absolutely 

tabooed,  and  this  can  only  be  accomplished 

by  our  law  makers.     We    cannot  seem  to 

realize  that  each  time  the  watch  ticks  off  a 

second  $8  is  consumed  by  fire.     This  is  $480 

a  minute,  |28,800  an  hour,  and  $691,200  a 

day. 

General  Conference 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  good  that  can  be 

accomplished  from  a  general  conference  of 

all  interested  in  the  subject,  and  it  is  fitting 

indeed  that  this  conference  should  be  held 


in  a  city  that  can  point  to  the  horror  of  the 
greatest  conflagration  of  present  day  history. 
Every  insurance  interest  should  be  repre- 
sented in  this  conference,  also  every  associa- 
tion organized  for  the  express  purpose  of 
reducing  the  fire  waste,  and  still  further, 
every  organization  that  is  for  the  purpose  of 
helping  humanity,  should  be  interested  and 
take  part  in  this  conference. 

In  my  opinion,  through  no  single  source 
could  more  be  accomplished  for  good  than 
through  the  women's  clubs  of  the  country, 
and  it  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  they  will 
send  large  delegations  to  this  Congress,  as 
they  will  be  given  every  recognition.  They 
will  reach  the  home  in  their  efforts  along 
the  line  of  fire  prevention  work  as  no  other 
workers  could,  and  w(!  want  their  counsel 
and  advice. 

All  selfish  interests  must  be  put  aside  if 
we  would  benefit  humanity  as  the  oppor- 
tunity affords.  There  are  none  who  know 
all  the  best  methods  to  adopt  in  advancing 
this  movement,  but  in  this  conference  the 
best  from  each  will  be  brought  forth,  and 
from  this  "Melting  Pot"  will  come  a  con- 
crete plan  for  future  work  that  will  set  us 
years  ahead  in  our  accomplishments. — Sam 
F.  Woolard. 


Late  Ruling  on  Stamp  Tax 

Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  has 
made  this  rule  regarding  the  stamp  tax: 
"It  is  held  that  as  to  policies  issued  subse- 
quently to  December  1,  1914,  and  running 
for  an  indefinite  period,  or  for  a  period 
ending  later  than  the  date  of  expiration  of 
the  act,  stamps  shall  be  affixed  upon  the 
issuance  of  such  policy  in  an  amount  pro- 
portionate to  the  sum  which  shall  be  due 
and  payable  thereon  when  issued.  Stamped 
receipts  shall  be  issued  covering  the  pay- 
ment of  further  premiums  falling  due  and 
assessments  levied  under  such  policies  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  act,  such  receipts  to  be 
filed  with  the  original  policies." 


Spoiled  and  Useless  Stamps 

The  government  will  refund  cost  of 
stamps  spoiled  or  aflBxed  to  not-taken 
policies. 
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THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY   OF  AMERICA." 

Cash  Assets  Now 

$22,481,250.34 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 


Incorporated    1819 


Losses  Paid 


in 


95  Years 

$138,501,348.36 


Net  Surplus 
$6,909,389.89 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,909,389.89 

All  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  M.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON.  Asst.  General  Agent 

Main  Ofi&ce,    301    California  Street 

SAN    FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS 

J.  A.  MURPHY.  General  Adjuster 
H.  E.  O'BRIEN        G.  E.  TOWNSEND.       H.F.MILLS        G.  S.  MARINER.      E.  V.  CULVER.       FRED  H.  ROAD 

This  Company  has  absolutely  xo  connection  with  any  other  corporation 
bearing  the  name  of  -Etna. 

MARINE  AXD  AUTOMOBILE  DEPARTMENTS 

E.  S.  LIVINGSTON,  Marine  Superintendent  325  CALIFORNIA  STREET 
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HARTFORD  FIRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,    MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 


$26  525.973  85 
10.048.522   13 


Assets.  January  1. 1914 
Surplus  to  Policyholders. 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND,  Assistant  General  Agent 

430  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 

441  CALIFORNIA  ST. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E.  DEVIXE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 
J.  J.  DENNIS,  Portland,  Ore.  C.  E.  MILLER.  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah 

MILTON  E.  SPAULDING.  Son  Francisco,  CaL        NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane,  Wash. 
ROBERT  E.  DOLLARD,  San  Francisco,  Cat.        P.  H.  GRIFFITH,  Los  Angeles,   CaL 
W.  S.  DENNIS,  San  Francisco,  Cat.  ERNEST  E.  PRICE,  Los  Angeles,  CaL 

L.  H.  EARLE.  San  Francisco.  Cal. 
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Every  increase  in  taxes  adds  to  the  iiigh  cost  of 

living. 

ft 

Nothing  stands  still  in    this    world — except    the 

insurance  agent  who  waits  for  business   to  come 

to  him. 

XX 

About  every  third  man  who  applies  for  life  insur- 
ance is  rejected  by  the  medical  department. 

XX 

A  "(ire   and   marine  salvage   company' '    should 

not  be  permitted  to  sell  old  shelf-worn  goods   as 

"fire  sales."     These  sales  are    usually   fakes   and 

the  underwriters  share  the  subsequent  blame. 

XX 

The  best  work  of  the  world — epochal,  profoundly 

original,  tradition-shattering — has  been   done    by 

men  between  60  and  70. 

XX 

Words  and  Spelling. —  Done,  zone,  one,  fun, 
won,  bone,  gone,  done,  phone,  honey,  lone,  loan, 
none,  cone,  some,  stone,  ton,  tone,  run,  moan, 
mourn,  torn,  tour,  four,  core,  roar,  door,  sour, 
book,  hoof,  roof,  soon,  appear,  pear,  pare,  pair, 
hear,  heer,  leer,  meat,  meet,  deign,  vain,  lane. 

XX 

The  Pacific  Coast  rate   war  some   twenty    years 
ago  secured  an  enduring   peace  and   better  com- 
mission incomes, 

XX 

Oregon  may  engage  in  state  compensation    on    a 
large  and  exclusive  scale  as  a  monopoly. 

XX 

Match  30  is  Poppy  Day  in  California. 


Recently  newspaper  plants  have  been  burning. 

XX 

Embezzlements  are  increasing.      Geo.  H.  Camp- 
bell, a  county  treasurer   in  Washington  for   four 
years,    is  under    arrest.       Other    arrests    on    this 
Coast  are  reported. 

XX 

California  is  progressively  moving  toward  social- 
ism—  like  Washington,  D.  C.  San  Francisco  is 
breaking  her  back  to  carry  on  the  street  car  busi- 
ness. It  is  seriously  proposed  that  the  state  shall 
go  into  the  fishing  business  because  unsalable  fish 
are  thrown  back  into  the  bay;  which  of  course 
must  be  followed  by  engaging  in  the  raising  of 
tomatoes  and  melons  for  market  because  they  too 
are  dumped  into  the  bay.  Why  not  ?  If  com- 
pensation insurance,  why  not  food  raising? 

XX 

In  a  recent  canvass  of  145,995  of  its  industrial 
policyholders'  families  the  Metropolitan  Life  found 
42  407  out  of  238,475  wage  earners  unemployed 
This  is  1  7.7  percent.  It  is  said  that  in  ordinary 
times  the  percentage  of  unemployed  workers  is 
only  5. 

XX 

The  Mutual  Life  now  has  over  61 1  million  dol- 
lars assets. 

XX 

Continuous  rain  on  this  Coast  has  greatly  retarded 
plowing  and  sowing.  Many  fields  cannot  be 
planted  in  time  for  a  crop.  Thousands  of  sowed 
acres  in  California  have  been  flooded  by  overflows. 
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Insurance  in  State  and    Federal   Courts 

OUR    BEST    DIGEST    OF    RECENT    DECISIONS 


AUTOMOBILE   Insurance  in  Court 

Warranty  Not  Violated 

A  warranty  that  "none  of  the  automobiles 
herein  described  are  rented  toothers"  spoke 
as  of  the  date  of  the  policy,  and  was  not 
violated  because  thereafter,  and  at  the 
accident  on  which  assn red's  cause  of  action 
was  based,  it  was  so  rented.  — 150  N.  Y.  S. 
624. 

Car  Driven  Contrary  to  Ordinance 

An  automobile  policy  exempting  loss  in- 
curred in  operating  it  in  violation  of  law 
would  have  excepted  a  death  caused  while 
the  car  was  driven  by  the  insured's  16  year 
old  son,  contrary  to  ordinance,  had  the 
ordinance  been  valid. — Royal  Indemnity  Co. 
V.  Schwartz,  172  S.  W.  581. 

Held  liable  under  an  automobile  accident 
policy  for  attorney  fees  incurred  by  the 
insui*ed,  but  not  paid,  for  services  in  defend- 
ing an  accident  suit,  which  the  insurer  had 
declined  to  defend. — Id. 

Judgment  Against  Auto  Co. 

A  person  injured  by  an  auto  company 
insured  against  liability  for  injuries  held  to 
have  no  standing  in  equity  to  compel  the 
insurance  company  to  pay  the  judgment 
obtained  by  him  against  the  auto  company. 
Goodman  v.  Georgia  Life  Ins.  Co.,  66  So. 
649. 

Breach  ot  Warranty 

Under  Revisal  1905,  declaring  statements 
in  an  application  or  a  policy  represented  to 
be  representations  and  not  warranties,  held, 
that  breach  of  a  warranty  that  an  automo- 
bile would  be  kept  in  a  certain  private 
garage,  by  its  permanent  removal  to  another 
state,  avoided  the  policy.  —  Lummus  v. 
Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.,  83  S.  E.  688. 

Honest  Belief  of  Taker 

Under  a  policy  insuring  an  automobile 
against  loss  by  theft,  the  insured  couM  not 


recover  where  he  was  deprived  of  it  by  one 
acting  under  an  honest  belief  that  he  was 
entitled  to  its  possession,  and  who  used  a 
trick  or  device  to  obtain  it. 

Proof  of  a  taking  by  a  trick  or  device 
would  allow  an  inference  of  felonious  intent, 
rebuttable  by  a  showing  that  the  taker  acted 
under  an  honest  belief  that  he  was  entitled 
to  its  possession. — Rush  v.  Boston  Ins.  Co., 
150  N.  Y.  S.  457. 

Bad  Faith — Depreciation 

An  award  under  policy  may  be  disre- 
garded if  the  arbitrators  are  guilty  of  bad 
faith,  partially  or  misconduct  substantially 
affecting  the  result. 

In  action  on  policy  on  partically  new 
automobile,  testimony  of  cost  of  replacing 
damaged  parts  held  not  objectionable 
because  witnesses  estimated  such  cost  at 
the  cost  of  new  parts,  without  deduction 
for  depreciation. — Jones  v.  Orient  Ins.  Co., 
171  S.  W.  28. 

LIFE  Insurance  in  Court 

Niece  Has  No  Insurable  Interest  in  Life  of  Uncle 

A  niece  does  not,  because  of  the  relation- 
ship, have  an  insurable  interest  in  the  life 
of  an  uncle. 

An  assignment  of  a  life  policy  by  an  uncle 
to  his  niece,  under  an  agreement  that  the 
niece  should  pay  the  premiums  and  collect 
the  proceeds  held  void.  —  Equitable  Life 
Assur.  Society  V.  O'Connor's  Adm'r,  172  S. 
W.  496. 
Void  as  to  the  Insured 

A  policy  payable  to  the  estate  of  the 
insured,  procured  under  an  agreement  that 
it  should  be  assigned  to  one  having  no 
insurable  interest  in  his  life,  held  void  as  to 
the  insured  himself. — Id. 

Insane  Policyholder 

An  ofier  of  an  insurance  company  to 
issue  new  policies  to  policyholders  of  an 
insolvent   company   held    limited    to    such 
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Life  Insurance  in  Court 

holders  personally,  and  could  not  be  accepted 
for  an  insane  policyholder  by  his  guardian. 
Eobinson  v.  Postal  Life  Ins.  Co.,  218  F. 
347. 

Recovery  of  Premiums  Paid 

A  life  policy  held  not  a  contract  for  one 
year  with  right  to  continue,  but  a  contract 
indivisible  and  continuous.. 

The  insurer's  return  of  a  check  for  a  past- 
due  premium  on  a  continuous  contract  of 
insurance,  and  its  declaration  that  the  pol- 
icy was  void,  held  not  to  preclude  the 
the  insured  from  recovering  such  previously 
paid  premiums.  —  Titlow  v.  Reliance  Life 
Ins.  Co.,  92  A.  747. 
Conditions  Imposed 

Where  the  assignee  or  the  insured  requests 
an  extension  of  time  to  pay  a  premium  upon 
a  life  insurance  policy,  and  the  company 
grants  the  request,  upon  certain  conditions 
which  are  complied  with,  the  company  can- 
not afterwards  impose  additional  conditions. 
Rouleau  v.  Continental  Ins.  &  Inv.  Co., 
144  P.  1096. 

FIRE   Insurance  in  Court 

Proper  Vice 

Damage  to  a  steam  boiler  from  excessive 
heat,  through  negligence  of  some  one .  con- 
nected with  the  insured's  business,  creates 
no  liability  under  a  policy  insuring  against 
direct  loss  from  fire. — McGraw  v.  Home 
Ins.  Co.  of  New  York,  144  P.  821. 

Insurable  Interest 

An  occupant  of  premises  has  an  insur- 
able interest  therein,  and  where  no  ques- 
tions were  asked  as  to  his  title  when  insur- 
ance was  effected,  and  he  made  no  represen- 
tations as  to  his  title  at  any  time,  it  is  im- 
material whether  he  had  only  a  life  estate 
in  the  premises. — Fadden  v.  Phoenix  Ins. 
Co.,  92  A.  335. 

Buildings  Defined 

Where  structures,  when  insured,  were  so 
far  completed  that  the  partitions  were  set, 
floors  laid,  roofs  completed,  and  outside 
walls  practically  finished,  they  were  "build- 


ings'" within  Pub.  St.  1901,  c.  170,  §  5,  pro- 
viding for  the  issuance  of  valued  policies  on 
buildings. — Tomuschat  v.  North  British  & 
Mercantile  Ins.  Co.,  92  A.  329. 

Concurrent  Insurance 

Where  a  policy  insuring  property  to  the 
extent  of  three-fourths  of  the  \  alue  thereof 
permitted  other  concurrent  insurance,  a 
subsequent  policy  on  the  same  property  to 
the  full  value  thereof  was  concurrent  insur- 
ance.— Connecticut  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Union 
Mercantile  Co.,  171  S.  W.  407. 

Books  Destroyed — Bank  Deposits 

Wherepartsof  insured's  books  of  account, 
including  those  showing  its  inventories  and 
cash  sales  were  destroyed,  the  action  of  the 
court  in  adopting  the  bank  deposits  made 
in  the  name  of  insured,  together  with  the 
unpaid  accounts  and  bills  receivable,  as  a 
basis  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the 
loss  held  not  erroneous. — Id. 

Severable 

In  the  absence  of  fraud,  a  policy  covering 
diff"erent  classes  of  property,  each  separately 
valued,  is  severable,  so  that  a  breach  as  to 
one  class  does  not  invalidate  the  entire 
policy. — National  L'nion  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Cubberly,  67  So.  133. 

Misrepresentation  as  to  Model 

Assured' s  statement  that  his  automobile 
was  a  1910  model,  when  in  fact  it  was  a  car 
built  in  1906,  held  a  misrepresentation  of  a 
material  fact,  avoiding  the  policy. — Reed  v. 
St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine  Ins.  Co.,  151  N.  Y. 
S.  274. 

Local  Agent — After  Discharge 

V/liere  defendant's  agent  issued  a  policy 
to  plaintiff,  the  insurer  could  not  repudiate 
a  permit  to  remove  the  property,  issued  by 
such  agent  after  his  dis(;harge,  in  the 
absence  of  notice  to  plaintiff. — Goldstein  v. 
Pacific  Home  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  145  P. 
267. 

Alleged  False  Swearing 

A  verdict  for  plaintiff  on  an  issue  whether 
he  had  avoided  the  policy  by  false  swearing 
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as  to  value  held  not  to  demand  a  judgment 
for  the  full  amount  of  the  policy.— David  v. 
Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York, 
145  P.  199. 

Alterations 

Under  a  poUcy  of  fire  insurance  void  if 
without  the  insurer's  assent  the  insured 
changed  its  condition  so  as  to  increase  the 
risk,  employment  of  mechanics  in  altera- 
tions held  not  to  forfeit  the  policy  unless  it 
increased  the  risk.— Gilman  v.  Common- 
wealth Ins.  Co.  of  New  York,  92  A.  721. 

Mortgage  Clause 

Under  mortgage  provision  of  fire  insur- 
ance policy  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law, 
held,  that  mortgagee's  right  to  recover  for 
loss  was  not  affected  by  the  mortgagor's 
request  to  cancel  acted  upon  by  the  insurer 
without  his  knowledge  or  consent.— 92  A. 
721. 

"Occupied  As" 

Under  a  policy  insuring  a  building  "occu- 
pied as  a  contagious  hospital,"  insurer  held 
liable,  although  it  had  no  patients,  and  not 
even  a  caretaker  in  occupation,  in  the 
absence  of  any  evidence  that  its  condition 
increased  the  risk. — City  of  Fall  River  v. 
.Etna  Ins.  Co.,  107  X.  E.  367. 

Notice  of  Loss 

A  finding  based  on  evidence  that  notice 
of  loss  was  waived  held  of  the  same  eflfect 
on  the  case  as  though  notice  had  been 
given. — Flynn  v.  Orient  Ins.  Co.,  92  A.  737. 

Conveyance  and   Re-Conveyance  Not  a  Change  of 

Title 

A  provision  avoiding  a  fire  policy  in  case 
of  change  of  the  insured's  interest  is  valid, 
being  reasonable,  because  afi'ecting  the 
moral  hazard. 

Where  insured  conveyed  to  a  third  person, 
who  immediately  reconveyed,  insured  only 
wishing  to  apparently  divert  herself  of  title, 
a  fire  policy,  though  providing  a  change  of 
insured's  interest  should  avoid  it,  was  not 
forfeited. 


Where  a  grantor  conveyed  land,  and  at 
the  same  time  took  a  reconveyance,  there 
was  no  change  in  the  title. 

That  insured,  as  against  a  purchaser  from 
his  ostensible  grantee  who  had  title  of 
record,  would  have  been  estopped  to  set  up 
his  title  held  not  to  avoid  a  fire  policy  pro- 
vidirig  that  it  should  be  void  upon  any 
change  of  interest  of  the  insured. 

That  insured's  conveyance  and  reconvey- 
ance of  the  property  was  a  fraudulent  act 
under  Gen.  St.  1902,  and  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy under  Bankruptcy  Act,  held  not  to 
avoid  a  fire  policy. 

Whei'e  insured  conveyed  land  taking  a 
reconveyance  which  was  not  recorded,  in- 
surer could  not,  under  Gen.  St.  1902,  defeat 
recovery  on  policy  providing  for  avoidance 
on  alienation,  on  the  ground  that  until 
record  of  the  reconveyance,  insured  had  no 
title. — Wiley  v.  London  &  Lancashire  Ins. 
Co.,  92  A.  678. 

MARINE   Insurance  in  Court 

Insurer's  acceptance,  express  or  implied, 
of  abandonment  held  to  preclude  claim  that 
vessel  was  not  damaged  by  peril  insured 
against,  or  was  not  a  total  loss.  —  Alliance 
Ins.  Co.  of  Philadelphia  v.  Producers'  Cotton 
Oil  Co.,  67  So.  58. 

Insurer  held  not  entitled  to  raise  sunken 
vessel  and  tender  her  to  insured  in  her 
damaged  condition,  and  claim  benefit  of 
provision  against  waiver  by  acceptance  of 
abandonment. 

An  offered  abandonment  may  be  accepted 
even  when  insured  has  no  right  to  abandon. 
Id. 


The  Marquette  National,  like  the  Colum- 
bian National,  was  organized  for  a  drive 
for  church  business.  Its  stock  too  was  sold 
chiefly  to  Catholics.  The  funds  were  in  a 
large  sum  placed  in  one  of  ex-Senator  Lori-i 
mer's  failed  banks,  and  the  same  is  still 
"tied  up."  The  new  company  expects  to 
go  ahead  and  hook  on  to  a  lot  of  good 
church  business,  in  competition  with  the 
Columbian  National  probably. 

Odd.— In  1913  the  S.  F.  fire  premiums 
were  $3,526,000,  and  the  gain  in  1914  was 
$526,000. 
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LOOKING    BACKWARD 


100  Years  Ago 

The  people  of  this  country  wrote  and 
said:  "the  United  States  are." 

The  men  fought  Indians  or  duels. 

The  Union  embraced  eighteen  states  and 
four  territories,  and  the  unorganized  terri- 
tory. 

It  was  estimated  that  "  a  navigable 
passage"  of  the  Panama  isthmus  could  be 
made  for  §20,000,000,  and  Great  Britain 
was  urged  to  put  her  idle  men  at  work 
building  the  canal. 

Stage  fare  'twixt  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia was  §10.  Time,  15  hours.  Board 
and  lodging  at  hotels  about  $2.25  a  day. 
Dinner  was  at  midday  and  cost  75  cents. 

Postage  ranged  from  8  cts  to  25  cts  a 
letter,  according  to  distance. 

Pantaloons  for  men  had  just  come  into 
general  use  with  young  men,  but  their 
elders  wore  breeches  and  long  hose.  The 
trousers  were  all  of  the  "fall"  style,  such 
as  some  old  men  now  wear. 

Wall  street,  New  York  —  then  passing 
Philadelphia  in  population — boasted  of  its 
banking  houses,  custom  houses,  insurance 
offices  and  a  tontine  coffee-house.     . 

Work  in  factories  began  at  4  a.  m.  and 
continued  until  6  p.  m.  The  men  were 
paid  65  cts  a  day.  Mechanics  were  paid 
from  90  cts  to  $1.25  a  day. 

Webster's  grammar  said  it  was  proper  to 
say  "you  was." 

Doctors  bled  their  patients,  literally  and 
figuratively.  Many  people  bled  themselves, 
fearing  infection  by  the  barbers. 

The  tomato  was  called  "love  apple"  and 
was  not  eaten. 

The  Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  and 
Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.  were  in  existence. 

Other  companies  in  existence  100  years 
are  the 

Atlas  Assurance, 

Caledonian, 

London  Assurance, 

North  British  &  Mercantile, 


Norwich  Union  Fire, 

Phoenix  Assurance, 

Eoyal  Exchange, 

Assurance  Sun, 

Union  Assurance. 

Ten  Years  Ago 

Robert  Dickson  resigned  the  United  States 
management  of  the  Royal  Exchange. 

Coast  marine  business  in  1904  fell  r  ff. 

Fire  protection  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
fair  was  under  discussion. 

F.  G.  Voss  resigned  the  L^nited  States 
management  of  the  Frankfort. 

The  Coast  Review  took  a  postal  card  vc>te 
by  life  men.  All  but  four  voted  in  favor  of 
the  anti-rebate  law. 

Twenty  Years  Ago 

There  was  a  new  income  tax,  which 
required  corporations  to  make  an  annual 
return  of  gross  profits. 

The  Eureka  Endowment  Association  of 
San  Francisco  finally  went  out  of  existence. 
The  court  distributed  the  assets  which 
amounted  to  about  $1.50  for  $280 — payable 
to  a  matured-coupon  holder. 

The  Christmas  tree  at  Silver  Lake,  Ore., 
was  indirectly  the  cause  of  a  bad  fire.  Two 
hundred  people  were  in  the  village  hall  on 
Cliristmas  eve.  A  careless  man,  standing 
on  a  chair,  bumped  his  head  against  a  sus- 
pended lamp.  The  kerosene  was  driven 
into  the  burner  and  the  flames  shot  up  to 
the  ceiling.  A  panic  stricken  man  struck 
the  lamp  to  the  floor  with  his  coat.  The 
oil  was  scattered,  and  in  a  flash,  a  wall  of 
fire  arose  between  the  spectators  and  the 
stairs.  Eight  men,  sixteen  women  and 
sixteen  children  perished. 

The  Cliff  House,  San  Francisco,  burned 
on  Christmas  eve. 

Wheat  sold  at  forty-nine  cents  a  bushel 
in  Chicago. 

The  Fireman's  Fund  office  led  in  volume 
of  Coast  premiums,  with  a  total  of  $692,217. 

Our  legal  digest  averaged  about  three 
pages.     Now  it  averages  six. 
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Fire  Boats  and  the  Two  Platoon    in    San 
Francisco 

Feb.  11,  1915. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  tlie   Civic 
League  of  Improvement  Clubs  and  Associ- 
ations, San  Francisco. 
Gentlemen : 

Referring  to  a  bill  introduced  in  Sacra- 
mento by  Senator  Thomas  F.  Finn  and  pro- 
viding for  state  assistance  in  maintaining 
the  fire  boats  in  San  Francisco  bay,  your 
committee  recommends  endorsement  by  the 
League.  Also  to  express  appreciation  of 
the  repeated  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  San 
Francisco  fire  department  made  by  the 
Senator  introducing  this  bill. 

Regarding  the  proposed  legislation  at 
Sacramento  for  what  is  called  the  two 
platoon  system  for  the  fire  department,  we 
understand  from  City  Attorney  Long  through 
Fire  Chief  Murphy  that  the  bill  introduced 
would  not  on  account  of  the  charter  affect 
San  Francisco  directly.  Nevertheless  we 
consider  it  advisable  for  the  League  to 
reiterate  its  former  objections  to  any  such 
innovation  for  the  reason  that  other  cities — 
for  instance,  New  York  and  Seattle  —  have 
found  the  system  unsatisfactory  as  well  as 
unnecessarily  expensive.  In  the  case  of 
San  Francisco,  such  a  system  would  mean 
an  increase  of  cost  of  the  fire  department  of 
about  $750,000  per  annum  and  the  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters,  considering  our  present 
fire  department  as  standard,  would  not 
allow  one  cent  of  reduction  in  insurance 
rates  for  such  a  change. 

From  Fire  Chief  Murphy  we  receive  the 
welcome  information  that  the  fire  depart- 
ment is  being  again  brought  into  thorough 
working  condition  after  the  late  disturbance 
caused  by  political  intrigue. 

In  conclusion  your  committee  wishes  to 
mention  that  having  been  unable  to  pro- 
cure copies  of  the  various  bills  relating  to 
insurance  and  kindred  matters  introduced 
at  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature  it  will 
not  be  able  to  make  a  proper  report  thereon 
until  our  next  meeting,  when   we   hope    to 


have  had  suflBcient  opportunity  to  thoroughly 
consider  all  the  measures. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Committee  on  Fire  Insurance,  Fire 
Protection  and  Fire  Department. 
G.  Trittenbach,  Chairman. 
E.  T.  Figel. 


The  Adjusters'  Manual 

For  the  settlement  of  accident  and  health 
claims.  By  C.  H.  Harbaugh,  M.  D.  Price 
§2.50.  Flexibly  bound  in  leather.  This  is 
the  second  edition,  enlarged,  re- written  and 
illustrated.  Published  by  the  Spectator  Co. , 
135  William  street,  }sew  York.  Contents 
and  indices  cover  407  pages. 

The  general  form,  following  the  classifica- 
tion of  accident  or  disease,  is  as  follows: 

Information.  Prominent  signs  and  symp- 
tons.  Total  disability.  Partial  disability. 
Adjustment.     Effects. 

This  manual  is  admirably  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  accident  and  illness  claims  ad- 
justers. 


Acknowledged  With  Thanks 

"Speculation  on  the  Stock  Exchanges  and 
Public  Regulation  of  the  Exchanges,"'  an 
address  delivered  before  the  American 
Economic  Association  at  Princeton,  X.  J., 
Dec.  29,  1914,  by  Samuel  Untermyer. 

War  and  Insurance.  By  Josiah  Royce. 
Compliments  of  the  MacMillan  Company. 

Standard  Insurance  Directory  of  New 
England. 

Beautiful  book  by  Metropolitan  Life  In- 
surance Company.  History,  position  in 
insurance  world  and  work  carried  on  therein. 

Report  of  the  Findings  and  Recommen- 
dations of  the  Missouri  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
mission. 

What  is  a  Fire  Loss  ?  By  William  N. 
Bament. 

Proceedings  of  the  22nd  Annual  Conven- 
tion, Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Fire 
Chiefs,  held  at  Victoria,  B.  C,  Sept.  1,  2, 
3,  4,  l!tl4. 
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"Nine    Years    After'' — Exposition    Will    Celebrate 
Rebuilding  of  City  of  San  Francisco 

April  18th  of  this  year  is  to  be  a  "red 
letter"  day  in  Exposition  annals.  It  will 
be  the  ninth  anniversary  of  the  great  San 
Francisco  conflagration 

Great  cities  have  been  as  completely 
destroyed  in  the  past,  like  Pompeii  and 
Herculaneum,  but  it  remained  for  San  Fran- 
cisco to  quickly  rise  from  her  ashes  and  be 
reconstructed,  more  beautiful  and  more 
magnificent  than  before.  Not  only  has  San 
Francisco  l)een  rebuilt,  but  she  has  staged 
an  International  Pageant  which  will  astonish 
the  world. 

This  marvelous  achieveinent  has  been 
made  possible  through  fire  insurance  and 
our  modern  methods  of  business  efficiency. 
Three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  have  been 
poured  into  San  Francisco,  in  payments  of 
fire  losses  and  in  life  insurance  loans,  and 
the  city  itself  is  claimed  by  the  under- 
writers of  the  world  as  "Exhibit  A"  of  the 
Exposition,  as  it  best  illustrates  the  bene- 
fits contributed  to  mankind  by  this  modern 
cooperativ^e  scheme  of  contribution,  called 
insurance. 

On  account  of  the  important  part  played 
by  the  underwriters  in  the  reconstruction  of 
San  Francisco,  the  Panama-Pacific  Insur- 
ance Club  has  been  designated  as  the  official 
body  to  conduct  the  celebration  of  the 
"Nine  Years  After  Event." 
During  Insurance  Week  in  San  Francisco 

During  "Insurance  Week"  there  will  be 
held  in  San  Francisco  two  important  insur- 
ance conventions;  that  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers Association  of  the  Pacific,  April  20th 
and  21st,  and  that  of  the  California  State 
Association  of  Local  Fire  Insurance  Agents, 
April  22nd  and  23d. 
Insurance  Convention  in  San  Francisco 

Until  the  close  of  the  World's  Insurance 
Congress,  October  16th,  insurance  conven- 
tions or  agency  meetings  will  follow  in 
almost  continuous  session.  The  Panama- 
Pacific  Insurance  Club,  being  an  auxiliary 
to  the  official  life  of  the  Exposition,  will  be 
the  focal  point  from  which  all  these  social 
and  business  insurance  activities  will 
emanate. 


insurance 


Week 


Pacific  Coast  state  and  city  officials,  offi- 
cers of  civic,  commercial,  insurance,  fra- 
ternal and  other  organizations  are  cordially 
invited  to  participate  in  any  of  the  various 
events  of  this  week. 

Those  desiring  to  take  part  in  any  of 
these  special  events  during  this  week  should 
address  the  Panama-Pacific  Insurance  Club, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  as  early  as  possible. 

Must  Stay  Three  Years  in  Penitentiary 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  January  30.  —  Joshua 
E.  Youtz,  former  director  and  acting  vice- 
president  of  the  ^lerchants'  and  Insurers' 
ReiJorting  company  (  denounced  by  the 
Coast  Review),  convicted  in  Judge  Craig's 
court  of  making  a  false  report  to  the  stock- 
holders of  that  corporation,  and  sentenced 
to  three  years  in  the  penitentiary,  must 
serve  his  term,  according  to  a  decision 
handed  down  by  the  district  court  of  appeals, 
yesterday.  In  a  statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  company  on  July  1,  1912,  it  is  alleged 
Y^outz  declared  that  the  assets  were  $558,- 
360.48,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  were 
about  $200,000  less  than  that  suna.  It  is 
said  that  the  conviction  of  Y^outz  is  the 
first  ever  secured  in  the  local  courts  on  a 
similar  charge. 

Fraternal  Insurance  in    1914 

The  year  just  closed  was  a  prosperous  one 
from  a  fraternal  viewpoint.  True,  some 
societies  did  not  make  as  great  progress  as 
they  did  the  preceding  year.  Others,  how- 
ever, eclipsed  all  former  accomplishments 
and,  taken  in  its  entirety,  it  is  reasonable 
to  assume  that  the  net  growth  will  equal 
that  of  the  year  1913.  In  other  respects 
equally  as  satisfactory  progress  has  been 
made.  It  is  believed  that  the  increase  in 
assets  will  be  upwards  of  twenty  million 
dollars.  This  will  swell  the  grand  total  of 
assets  to  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  billion  dol- 
lars— a  sum  so  vast  as  to  be  practically 
incomprehensible  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have  seen  the  system  grow  from  approxi- 
mately five  million  dollars  in  assets  twenty 
years  ago  to  the  present  tremendous  propor- 
tions.— Fraternal  Insurance  Monitor. 
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PACIFIC    MUTUAL    LIFE    INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

A  Great   Year   for   This   California   Com- 
pany 

Gains,  gains  and  gains.  This  is  the 
essence  of  the  analysis  of  the  annual 
statement  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  California, 
which  is  the  largest  insurer  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  There  is  nothing  in 
this  statement  which  hints  of  the  exist- 
ence of  any  business  depression. 

Insurance  in  force  in  the  accident 
department  is  increasing  at  the  rate  of 
$200,000  a  week  and  the  grand  total  is 
now  $154,525,447,  a  gain  of  nearly 
§10,000,000. 

The  assets,  by  a  gain  of  $3,266,460, 
grew  to  $32,604,612,  a  total  which 
gives  the  company  high  rank  among 
financial  institutions. 

The  amount  set  aside  for  future  divi- 
dends to  policyholders  is  $1,973,330. 
There  is  also  a  reserve  of  $128,500  for 
taxes  payable  this  year.  Unassigned 
surplus  funds  amount  to  $1,016,516, 
which  with  the  paid  up  million  of 
capital  makes  a  policyholders'  surplus 
of  $2,016,516  for  their  further  protec- 
tion, in  addition  to  the  nearly  $2,000, - 
000  set  aside  for  future  dividends. 

Two  specially  interesting  items  in 
the  annual  summary  are  these:  The 
actual  death  rate  was  less  than  60  per 
cent  of  the  expected  or  mortality  table 
rate.'  This  implies  a  large  mortality 
gain  for  dividends.  The  actual  rate  of 
interest  earned  on  invested  funds  was 
6.23  percent.  The  company  is  taking 
good  care  of  its  policyholders'  funds 
and  investing  them  safely  at  a  profit 
which  reduces  the  cost  of  insurance. 


Pennsylvania  Commission  Report   Favors 
Boards 

In  an  extra  issue  the  enterprising  Insur- 
ance World  prints  the  full  report  of  Pennsyl- 
vania's legislative  investigating  commis- 
sion. The  report  is  very  favorable  to  fire 
insurance  practices.  The  report  finishes 
thus: 

"In  conclusion  your  commission  finds 
from  the  testimony  adduced  before  it  from 
all  sources,  both  from  the  insurer  and  the 
insured,  as  well  as  that  of  recognized 
experts  in  the  fire  insurance  business,  that 
such  combinations  of  insurance  companies, 
or  their  representatives  or  agents,  are  in 
accordance  with  a  wise  public  policy,  are 
necessary  to  the  solvency  of  the  insurance 
companies  and  are  beneficial  to  the  public." 


Field  Men 

S.  E.  DeLong  has  resigned  as  special 
agent  and  manager  of  the  branch  oflice  of 
the  Northwestern  National  Ins.  Co.  at  823 
Paulsen  building,  Spokane,  "Wash.  G.  F. 
Nickerson,  special  agent  at  Portland,  will 
take  charge  of  this  office  in  addition  to  his 
present  field  of  eastern  Washington  and  the 
state  of  Oregon,  and  will  remove  his  head- 
quarters from  Portland  to  Spokane. 

Secretary  Meade  of  the  Fire  Underwriters 
Association  of  the  Pacific  is  notifying  the 
independent  adjusters  who  are  members,  of 
the  requirements  of  the  actuarial  bureau 
committee  of  the  National  Board  as  to  loss 
reports.  A  suitable  blank  may  later  be 
furnished. 


E.  G.  Halle,  Western  manager  for  the 
Germania  Fire,  with  headquarters  in 
Chicago,  is  visiting  California.  He  is  visit- 
ing the  principal  agencies  of  the  company 
in  this  field. 


The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  has  put  voluntary 
accident  risks  on  the  prohibited  list.  A 
hint  to  fire  underwriters. 


The  Scottish  Union  will  write  automobile 
business. 


This  wheat  buy  and  buy  for  the   price   is 
going  high,  and  now  'tis  SI. 60  nigh. 


The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 
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RESULTS     FOR     1914  —  FORTY  -  SEVENTH     YEAR 


New  Life  Insurance  Issued  [Paid  for  Basis]    .     . 

Gain  in  Life  Insurance  in  Force 

Total  Life  Insurance  in  Force,  Dec.  3 1,  1914   . 
Total  Cash  Income 

Gain  in  Cash  Income  over  1913 

Total  Admitted  Assets,  December  31,  1914     . 

Gain  in  Admitted  Assets         .... 

Total  Paid  Policyholders 

Grand  Total  Paid  Policyholders  since  Organization 
Total  Reserves  on  Policies,  December  31,  1914     . 

Gain  in  Reserves         ...... 

Premium  Income,  Accident  Department     . 


(  22,805,828  00 

9,485,254  00 

154,525,447  00 
9,506,116  05 

.       426,250  30 

32,604,612  25 

3,266,460  26 

3,690,791  83 
40,410,883  83 
27,590,612  63 

2,509,016  30 

1,876,579  49 


BALANCE  SHEET,  DECEMBER  31,  1914 


ASSETS 

Loans  on  Real  Estate  ....  $17,644,340.05 

Amount  of  Loan  does  not  exceed  the  statu- 
tory percentage  of  appraised  value 
Loans  on  Approved  Collateral.      2,218,852.41 
Loans  to  Policyholders  .    .    .    .      6,214,280.93 
In  no  case  does  amount  of  Loan  exceed 
the  Reserve  held  by  the  Company 
Bonds  and  Stocks  Owned  .    .    .      2,859,703.22 

Real  Estate  Owned 1,203,143.20 

Including  Home  Office  Building 
Interest  Due  and  Accrued  444,458.96 

Outstanding  and  Deferred  .    .    . 

Premiums  ^  "-"^  Department  .  637,728.00 

rremiums  ^  Accident  Department     317,659.13 

Met  Amount,  Reserve  charged  in  Liabilities 
Cash  on  Hand 1,038,641.35 

Including  Deposits  drawing  Interest 
Other  Assets 25,805.00 


LIABILITIES 

Reserves  on  Policies $27,590,612.63 

Claims  in  Process  of  Adjustment        314,776.70 
Premiums  and  Interest   Paid  in 

Advance 187,572.90 

Reserved  for  Taxes  Payable  1915       1 28,500.00 
All  Other  Liabilities 393,304.45 

Including  $in, 170.36  Reinsurance  Fund 
and  $104,306,18  for  Agents'  CommissioBS 
in  Accident  Department 


TOTAL  ADMITTED  ASSETS,  -  $32,604,612.25 


Total  Liabilities      .  $28,614,766.68 

Capital  Stock 1,000,000.00 

Surplus    Set    Aside   for    Future 

Dividends  to  Policyholders     1,973,329.77 

Surplus  Unasslgned 1,016,515.80 


TOTAL, 


$32,604,612.25 


Surplus,  Assigned  and  Unassigned  [Wusive  of  Capital]  $2,989,845.57 


Death  Rate 

Actual  to  Expected,   59.73  % 


Good  Connections  can  always  be  made 
with  our  General  Agents  through- 
out the  Country 


Actual  Rate  of  Interest 

Earned  on  Invested  Funds,  6.23% 


HOME  OFFICE 

LOS  ANGELES 

CALIFORNIA 
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ONE    THING    AND    ANOTHER 


Here's  the  Dinuba  (Cal.)  Advocate,  good 
paper  twice  a  week,  and  not  an  insurance 
man  advertises  in  it.     Slow!     Sleepy? 

*  *         * 

The  Life  Underwriters  Association  of  San 
Francisco  held  its  annual  meeting  in  a 
Tavern  and  elected  a  Hunter  (H.  R.)  presi- 
dent. A  Wise  (O.  I.)  lawyer  spoke,  and 
was  followed  by  a  wise   clergyman  (F.    W. 

Clampett)  who  believes    in    life   insurance. 

*  *         » 

Be  just  to  yourself  lest  later  you  be  unjust 

to  others. 

*  *        » 

Certificates  of   authority  to    do   business 
must  bear  a  10-cent  stamp. 
»         #         • 

The  Oregon  capitol  caught  fire  one  day  but 
the  blaze  blushed  and  then  retired.  The 
legislature  was  in  session. 

*  *         * 

The  Chinese  shoe  is  no  longer  seen  in 
Chinatown.  It  has  taken  the  cue  and  gone 
into  hidiug,  pending  the  restoration  of  the 
Man-shoe  dynasty. 

Our  San  Francisco  readers  will  recaU  the 
man  with  a  full  and  very  long  beard,  who 
for  over  thirty  years  was  a  familiar  figure 
on  the  down-town  streets.  He  was  the  late 
John  H.  Gray,  Mason,  Shriner  and  life  and 
accident  insurance  man.  He  lived  eleven 
years  beyond  the  "allotted  span"  of  three 
score  and  ten,  and  was  in  good  health  and 
had  a  well  set  up  figure  until  near  the  time 
which  finally  comes  to  all  living  things. 
Peace  to  your  ashes,  friend  John,  is  the 
prayer  of  the  Coast  Review. 

*  *         * 

The  editor  has  been  motoring  into  staron- 
omy.  His  excursions  convince  him  that 
the  astronomists  are  rolling  in  a  rut,  with 
the  La  Place  brake  on.  "Things  are  not 
what  they  seem,"  but  the  starologists,  like 
past  peoples,  think  they  are.  They  no 
longer  believe  the  sun  and  stars  revolve 
round  Earth  but  they  still  adhere  to  the 
error  that  Earth  revolves  round  Sun  in  a 
circular  or   eliptic   orbit.      Moon   likewise. 


Our  editor,  in  his  motorings  in  "space," 
discovered  that  Newton  and  La  Place  were 
wrong.  Suns  and  other  debris  make  nebu- 
lae, not  nebulae  the  suns  and  planets;  the 
latter  do  not  actually  "revolve  round"  but 
seem  to,  just  as  the  starry  vault  seems  to 
revolve  round  our  debris  speck.  Attraction, 
too,  from  his  motor,  the  editor  found  to  be 
an  illusion,  as  all  objects  fall  upward,  as  an 
inflated  balloon  rises.  Just  what  he  had 
been  drinking  I  can  but  guess. 

*  *         * 

President  Elbridge  G.  Snow  of  the  Home 
of  New  York,  has  his  birthday  remembered 
pleasingly,  always,  by  the  home  office  staff. 
This  year,  on  his  desk,  a  great  basket  of 
orchids  and  lilies.  Mr.  Snow  has  another 
notch  in  the  ring  of  time  but  lie  never 
grows  any  older,  being  cheerful  and  likable. 

*  *         * 

I  never  think  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life 
but  I  recall  its  Emersonian  ad  "Hitch  Your 
Wagon  to  a  Star." 

*  *         * 

Why  did  Uncle  Sam's  post  servant  sub- 
stitute Washington  for  Ben  Franklin  on 
the  let  stamps?  Washington's  face  now 
appears  on  the  2  ct  and  the  1  ct  stamps. 
Was  the  substitution  the  work  of  a  crank  ? 

*  *         * 

If  the  amount  paid  by  the  Mutual  Life  to 
its  policyholders,  over  $1,000,000,  were  in 
silver  dollars,  piled  one  above  another,  the 
tower  or  column  would  be  3,000  Mt.  Tamal- 
paises  high,  or  about  1,.500  miles  above  the 
clouds.  To  haul  this  silver  would  require 
a  thousand  freight  cars. 

*  *         * 

The  California  state  board  of  health  now 
reports  notices  of  judgments  from  the  U.  S. 
department  of  agriculture  for  violation  of 
pure  foods  and  drugs  acts  by  numbers  and 
not  by  names  as  formerly.  Somebody 
exerted  a  powerful  pull  in  the  department 
at  Washington. 

*  *         * 

The  Aachen  &  Munich  is  90  years  old. 
It  owns  no  stocks.    It  does  no  life  business. 
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Unrestricted  jitney  competition  down 
town  will  cause  the  abandonment  of  part  or 
all  of  street  railways  where  unprofitable,  in 
the  suburbs.  Which  may  cause  the  sale  of 
suburban  dwellings  to  fire  insurance  com- 
panies. In  this  flying  flood  world,  the  tide 
of  prosperity  is  ever  dammed  by   one   dam 

thing  after  another. 

*  *         * 

Texas  is  to  be  divided  into  two  states,  in 
order  to  create  another  insurance  depart- 
ment, as  well  as  more  offices. 

*  *         * 

It  is  seriously  proposed  to  limit  the  sonth- 
ern  boundary  of  California  to  the  Tehachapi 
mountains,  thereby  leaving  seven  counties 
a  territory,  to  be  later  admitted  to  the 
Union  as  a  new  state,  with  Los  Angeles  as 
the  capital.    Another  insurance  department! 

*  *         * 

Seattle  has  500  jitney  busses,  with  a  net 
average  of  $2.33  profits  for  each  driver. 
Los  Angeles  has  1,000  jitneys,  with  about 
the  same  daily  net  profit.  Oakland  has  450, 
which  must  not  use  street  car  tracks.  San 
Francisco  has  400,  which  at  6  p.  m.  going 
west  average  20  fares  a  minute  at  Kearney 
and  Market.  There  are  no  regulations  as 
yet  by  the  authorities,  perhaps  because 
union  labor  favors  the  jitneys,  the  big  street 
railway     company    not     being     unionized. 

Accidents  are  numerous. 

*  *         » 

California. — Occupational  diseases  which 
must  be  reported  to  the  state  board  of 
health  are:  lead  poisoning,  phosphorus 
poisoning,  arsenic  poisoning,  mercury 
poisoning,  anthrax,  and  compressed  air 
llness. 

*  *         * 

San  Francisco  hotel  keepers  agreed  to  not 
raise  rates  in  Exposition  year.  Like  honest 
men,  they  didn't;  but  raised  them  just  at 
the  close  of  the  preceding  year. 

*  *         « 

The  quick  lunch  and  dyspepsia  are  malig- 
nant brothers  who  sour  the  sweetest  day. 
«         *         * 

New  grounds  for  divorce!  Telephone 
gossip  can  now  be  exchanged  between  San 
Francisco  and  New  York,  a  distance  of 
3,400  miles. 


Indoor  Sports !  Pick  out  the  loser  at  the 
insurance   lunch-table    at   Felix's,    on    the 

south  side — or  north  side. 

»         *         * 

The  surest,  quickest  way  to  get  to  heaven 

is  to  make  one  here  and  now. 
*         «         * 

I  have  noticed  that  since  the  great  fire 
the  fires  in  Chinatown  are  not  nearly  so 
numerous  or  totaling.  Befo'  the  fiah.  No. 
32,  or  was  it  33,  meaning  Clay  and  Dupont, 
was  often  heard  ringing  on  the  gong  in  the 
foyer  of  the  old  Fireman's  Fund  building. 
Perhaps  the  decline  in  Chinatown  fires  is 
due  to  better  buildings. 

«  *  * 
It  is  worth  noting  that  Chinatown  in  San 
Francisco  has  many  fishermen,  who  will 
catch  a  fresh  fish  for  you  any  moment. 
Indeed,  these  Chinamen  have,  beneath 
their  windows,  behind  plate  glass,  hundreds 
of  live  fish,  crabs  and  frogs.  Select  your 
fish,  frog  or  crab,  and  the  Chinaman  lifts 
him  out  with  a  net  and  weighs  him  alive. 
«  *  * 
I  am  re-reading  with  interest  and  no 
percent  the  letter  by  W.  A.  Matthews  to 
the  editor  of  this  paper,  May  25,  1911,  He 
signed  himself  "vice  president  of  the  Mon- 
tana Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  the  fiscal  agency  of 
Matthews,  Rankin  &  Co.,"  with  offices  in 
the  Gold  block,  Helena.  He  denied  that 
the  literature  of  his  promotion  firm  was  "to 
any  extent  false  or  deceptive."  The  "active 
members"  of  his  firm,  he  said,  were  well 
known  and  commanded  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  people  in  Montana.  They 
did  not  "deem  it  necessary,  at  this  time,  to 
seek  the  co-operation  or  endorsement  of 
outsiders,"  subscriptions  to  the  capital 
stock  being  far  in  excess  of  the  minimum 
amount  required  by  law.  Florid  literature, 
indeed.  A  few  (twenty-six)  old  and  very 
successful  fire  companies'  figures  were 
assembled  in  black  and  white,  to  prove 
that  the  net  profits  of  American  fire  under- 
writing were  83  percent,  in  1TO9.  M.  found 
this  erroneous  percentage  in  some  myster- 
ious way.  He  added  all  the  picked  com- 
panies' figures  of  capital  and  of  earnings, 
and  found  the  total  percentage  of  earnings 
to  capital  was  $2,165 ;  and  these  several  totals 
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he  divided  by  the  number  of  companies  and 
got  averages,  and  an  83  percent  ratio  as  of 
$1,292,308  capital  and  $883,401  total  earn- 
ings. The  promoters'  figures  were  false  as 
well  as  oiisleading ;  but  he  was  able  to  sell 
considerable  stock.  In  another  table  this 
beautiful  red  -  letter  circular  added  the 
alleged  percents  of  dividends  and  divided 
by  the  number  of  companies.  People  in 
Montana  accepted  this  sort  of  rot,  trusted 
it  and  the  promoters  and  bought  stock. 
But  Matthews,  I  believe,  disappeared  sud- 
denly in  the  gloaming,  with  something;  and 
better  men  organized  the  company;  but  I 
have  not  heard  that  the  Montana  Fire  has 
been  paying  327.8  percent  dividends  or  the 
alleged  average  83. 

*  «         « 
Bonding  Co.  Offers  Compromise 

The  Fidelity  &  Deposit  Co.  of  Baltimore, 
which  bonded  the  slain  George  Gray  as 
administrator  of  his  deceased  mother-in- 
law's  estate,  offers  §5,000  in  settlement  of 
$9,250  claims.     Why  not  pay  in  full? 

*  «         » 
Physical  Examination  Unnecessary 

The  California  supreme  court  has  ruled 
that  as  San  Francisco's  charter  does  not 
require  physical  examinations  when  pro- 
motions from  the  civil  service  list  are  made, 
firemen  may  be  promoted  to  first  assistant 
and  second  assistant  chief  fire  engineers 
without  submitting  to  physical  tests. 

*  ♦        * 

The  life  companies  which  retired  from 
Texas  some  years  ago  rather  than  obey  a 
law  of  compulsory  investment  are  now  will- 
ing to  return,  not  "slamming"  but  salam- 
ming,  and  to  the  legislators  kowtowing,  and 
promising  to  invest  $50,000,000  in  Texas 
loans  on  realty  at  6  percent,  if  existing 
penalties  are  remitted.  Other  state  legis- 
latures will  take  the  hint  and  pass  similar 
legal  reserve  investment  laws. 

*  »         « 

Democracies  never  stand  still.  This  does 
not  mean  that  they  are  always  going  for- 
ward. 

*  »         * 

Never  say  "good  morning"  unless  you 
mean  it.     Then  say  it  as  if  you  meant  it. 


Jitney  Accident  Headings 

Three  In  Bed  As  Result  of  Four  Jitney 
Smashes 

Unknown  Driver  Leaves  Fifteen- Year-Old 
Walter  King  Unconscious  in  Street 

Boy  of  16  at  Wheel  Injures  Pedestrian 

Traffic  Policeman  Benjamin  at  Busy  Corner 
Thrown  Against  Street  Car  When  Two 
Machines  CoUide — Eddie  Harrison,  12 
Years  Old,  on  Roller  Skates,  Runs  Into 
Bus 

Unknown  Woman  Run  Down  by  Jitney  Bus 
and  Is  Dying 

AVm.  Friedman  Run  Down  by  Jitney    Bus 

Another  Woman  in  Oakland  Run  Over   by 
Jitney 

Boy  Thrown  Against  Pole  and  Killed 

Jitney   Runs  Down  Another  San  Francisco 
Man 

Woman   Thrown  Out  of  Jitney  and    Badly 
Bruised 

Man  Struck  by  Jitney  Bus 


Italian's  Rib  Fractured  by  Jitney 
Second   Jitney   Victim    Killed   in   Oakland 


Arm  and  Leg  Fractured  by  Jitney 


One-Legged  Man's  Skull  Fractured   by 
Jitney  Bus 


Knocked  Down  and  Bruised  by  Jitney  Bus 


Jitney  Driver  Runs  Down  Three  Japanese 


Steps  out  of  Jitney  and  Is  Run  Down  by 
Another  Jitney 


1  Killed  and  7  Injured  by  Jitneys  in  Oakland 


Jitney  Breaks  Aged  Woman's  Leg 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Cause  of  Plate  Glass  Rate  Demoralization 

The  new  alliance  (in  New  York)  began 
operations  November  1.  On  December  14, 
Superintendent  Hasbrouck  called  a  meeting 
of  the  executive  officers  of  every  company 
in  the  business  for  the  purpose  of  stemming 
the  tide  of  demoralization  that  had  set  in  in 
the  preceding  six  weeks.  There  was  a  full 
meeting.  After  an  open  discussion  the 
superintendent  appointed  a  committee  of 
six  to  plan  for  the  harmonizing  of  the  dis- 
cordant element  with  a  view  to  placing  the 
business  on  a  safe  and  sane  basis.  The 
committee  is  composed  of  representative 
men  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  report  of  their 
deliberations  will  be  acceptable  to  every 
company,  and  that  at  an  early  date  every 
company  will  be  found  lined  up  in  an  effort 
to  restore  good  practices.  The  condition  of 
upset  rates  seems  to  be  chronic  with  plate 
glass  insurance,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to 
understand  why  it  should  be  so.  There  is 
the  same  high  executive  efficiency  in  the 
plate  glass  departments  of  the  companies 
concerned  as  in  their  other  departments. 
The  only  satisfactory  explanation  seems  to 
be  the  lack  of  careful  analysis  of  the  individ- 
ual state  loss  ratios. 

In  1913  there  were  twelve  companies  that 
had  a  loss  ratio  between  35  and  40  percent ; 
eleven  between  40  and  45;  five  between  50 
and  60,  and  four  between  60  and  70;  and 
one  company  that  had  a  loss  ratio  of  76 
percent.  The  fact  that  a  company  may 
have  a  38  percent  loss  ratio  and  yet  secure  a 
fair  margin  of  profit  is  not  an  indication 
that  its  entire  business  is  underwritten  on  a 
proper  rate  basis.  A  large  portion  of  such 
a  business  may  be  located  in  cities  where 
good  rates  obtain  and  a  low  loss  ratio  results, 
while  the  remainder  may  be  written  at 
inadequate  rates,  with  a  resulting  high  loss 
ratio.  For  instance,  we  might  take  a  com- 
pany carryhig  a  large  volume  of  business 
in  San  Francisco,  St.  Louis,  ^linneapolis, 
Milwaukee,  Louisville,  Buffalo  and  New 
York,  the  collective  premiums  of  which 
might  represent  50  percent  of  the  volume. 
Results  from  such  underwriting  would  help 


materially  to  keep  down  the  very  high  loss 
ratio  which  follows  indiscriminate  rate  cut- 
ting in  other  sections  of  the  country.  Let 
these  localities  mentioned  become  the  scenes 
of  rate  wars  and  up  goes  the  38  percent 
loss  ratio.  Tliirty  percent  of  the  entire 
volume  of  business  in  this  country  is  in 
Greater  New  York  and  if  that  business 
should  continue  to  be  the  subject  of  violent 
attacks  for  any  length  of  time  it  can  be 
readily  understood  that  the  promise  of  a  38 
percent  loss  ratio  for  any  company  in  the 
year  1915  is  extremely  remote. 

There  is  a  remarkable  degree  of  incon- 
sistency in  the  whole  system.  We  may  find 
twenty  companies  vigorously  striving  to 
maintain  a  uniform  rate  on  one  side  of  a 
state  border  and  cutting  eacli  others' throats 
on  the  other  side,  where  the  same  cost  of 
loss  adjustment  prevails.  "What  we  need 
most  is  a  fixed  purpose  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  rate  in  every  locality  commen- 
surate with  the  cost  o  f  replacement, 
standardizing  our  business  according  to 
geographical  locations,  and  after  determin- 
ing the  cost  of  replacement,  letting  such 
companies  as  do  not  see  the  wisdom  of  such 
procedure  acquire  the  business  at  unprofit- 
able rates,  leading  eventually  to  retirement 
from  the  field.  If  in  a  given  center  where 
the  glazing  facilities  are  such  that  the  re- 
placements costs  the  company  50  cents  a 
square  foot  and  the  flat  manual  rate  yields 
a  loss  ratio  of  35  percent,  then  in  centers 
where  the  cost  is  $1  a  square  foot,  the 
manual  rate  should  be  increased  100  per- 
cent. As  a  striking  instance  of  a  disregard 
of  this  obviously  correct  principle  of  under- 
writing, we  call  attention  to  the  respective 
cost  of  replacement  and  respective  rates  in 
Boston  and  New  Orleans.  The  average  cost 
of  setting  glass  in  Boston  is  44  cents  a 
square  foot.  The  rate  is  the  manual  rate, 
less  15  percent.  The  average  loss  ratio  in 
Boston  in  1913  was  over  50  percent.  The 
cost  of  replacing  a  plate  in  New  Orleans  is 
about  62  cents  a  square  foot,  or,  in  other 
words,  40  percent  higher  than  Boston.  Yet 
companies    are   writing   insurance  in   New 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 


63 


Orleans  at  50  percent  discount  from  the 
manual.  Other  cases  might  be  cited  much 
more  flagrant,  as  in  one  case,  where  the 
cost  is  80  cents  a  square  foot  and  the  com- 
panies are  cutting  the  rate  to  the  extent  of 
60  and  70  percent. 

Tliese  illustrations  are  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  demonstrating  the  fact  that  sound 
underwriting  does  not  prevail,  and  it 
behooves  the  companies  to  take  early  steps 
toward  readjusting  their  methods.  The 
principal  object  at  present  seems  to  be  to 
acquire  business  without  regard  to  the 
extent  of  the  liability  or  the  adequacy  of  the 
rates.  A  firm  stand  should  be  taken  by 
every  representative  company  to  adhere  to 
what  is  deemed  adequate  rates,  to  sufi"er 
the  loss  of  business  that  cannot  be  obtained 
at  such  rate.s,  and  to  refuse  to  reinsure  any 
cut-rate  company  when,  on  account  of  dis- 
astrous losses  from  cut-rate  underwriting, 
the  latter  is  compelled  to  seek  reinsurance. 
Nelson  D.  Sterling  of  the  F.  &  C.  in  N.  Y. 
J.  of  C. 


Jitney  Surety  Bonds 

Ordinances  are  being  enacted,  requiring 
every  jitney  owner  to  give  a  $10,000  bond. 
The  venturesome  bonding  companies  will 
furnish  the  bonds,  no  doubt,  though  there 
is  no  certain  experience  on  which  to  base 
the  rates,  nor  can  the  usual  collateral  be 
exacted.  Jitney  men  are  poor  and  operate 
cheap,  second-hand  cars.  Competition  by 
increasing  the  jitneys  is  increasing  the  acci- 
dents and  decreasing  the  profits.  Already, 
the  drivers  who  own  their  "tin  cans"  are 
netting  as  little  as  $2.30  a  day.  They  must 
organize  a  mutual  surety  company  in  order 
to  "live." 


Many  Jitney  Bus  Accidents 

The  newspapers  of  the  Coast  are  reporting 
many  accidents  caused  by  the  jitney  or 
nickle  automobile  busses  in  the  larger  cities. 
A  considerable  number  of  passengers  and 
pedestrians  liave  been  killed  and  many 
more  are  reported  as  injured.  The  chauf- 
feurs are  generally  unskilled  and  not  a  few 
are  mere  boys. 

Skidding  machines,  punctured  tires, 
broken  axles,  collisions,  passengers  thrown 


rom  the  running  -  boai'd,  pedestrians  run 
over,  fractured  skulls,  ribs  and  limbs,  make 
up  the  daily  story  in  the  papers. 

Very  generally  so  far  in  the  progress  of 
this  new  craze  the  victims  of  the  accidents 
have  no  redress.  There  is  no  property  to 
levy  on,  there  is  no  surety  bond. 


December  Embezzlements 

Press  notices  and  dispatches  as  collated 
by  the  bonding  department  of  the  Fidelity 
&  Casualty  Company  of  New  York  indicate 
for  the  month  of  December,  1914  the  follow- 
ing defalcations: 

Banks  and  trust  companies  $422,261.95 
Beneficial  associations  .    .    .      56,493.50 

Public  service      21,424.62 

General  business  .....  134,672.56 
Insurance  companies     .    .    .  525.00 

Court  and  trust  companies  .  38,344.00 
Transportation  companies  .  7,357.38 
Miscellaneous 49,982.32 


Total 


$731,061.33 


Twenty  -  five  years  ago  the  American 
Surety  tried  to  absorb  the  Pacific  Surety  but 
Wallace  Everson  was  in  command  and  he 
said  No, 

It  would  have  been  better  for  the  Ameri- 
can Surety  if  it  could  have  persuaded  Ever- 
son and  his  stockholders  to  "let  go"  and 
then  made  him  its  Coast  manager.  The 
Vanderbilt  company  has  had  a  succession 
of  good  but  unacclimated  men  in  charge  who 
have  been  unable  to  put  the  company  any- 
where but  on  the  shelf.  A  new  man  is  in 
charge,  as  usual,  and  we  wonder  if  this  new 
stranger  will  make  good.     Probably  not. 


The  Fidelity  &  D.  paid  $5,000  to  the 
Bellevue  hotel,  S.  F.,  on  bond  of  M.  P. 
Isaacs,  auditor,  who  was  accused  of  being 
$11,000  short.  But  the  grand  jury  acquitted 
I.  on  charge  of  embezzlement. 


The  new  plate  glass  exchange  in  New 
York  city  restricts  acquisition  expense  to 
35  percent.  This  includes  all  commissions 
and  local  managers'  salaries,  profit  sharing 
clerical  and  other  agency  costs,  and  rent, 
etc. 
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Standard  Accident 

The  annual  statement  of  January  1  shows 
the  Standard  Accident  of  Detroit  to  have 
14,930,330  assets  and  |2,098,165  surplus  to 
policyholders.  Large  figures,  these— about 
$5,000,000  assets,  of  which  a  total  of  three- 
fifths  is  surplus  as  regards  claimants.  C.  F. 
Briggs  is  chesty  these  days  in  the  Mills 
building,  San  Francisco. 

The  fifteen  leading  agencies  of  the  Stand- 
ard Accident  Insurance  Company  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,    for    new    business    written    last 
year,  ranked  as  follows: 
1— San  Francisco  9 — Philadelphia 

2— Chicago  10 — Baltimore 

3 — Buffalo  11 — Rochester 

4 — Boston  12 — St.  Louis 

5 — Detroit  13— Pittsburgh 

6 — Milwaukee  14 — Omaha 

7_New  York  15— St.  Paul 

8 — Seattle 

Digest  of  Workmen's   Compensation   and 
Insurance  Laws  in  the   United    States 

To  all  who  are  interested  in  workmen's 
compensation  and  its  progress  throughout 
the  United  States,  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation PubHcity  Bureau  (F.  Robertson  Jones, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  SO  Maiden  Lane,  New 
York  City)  has  rendered  a  valuable  service 
in  compiling  for  ready  reference  and  com- 
parison an  analysis  of  all  the  laws  on  this 
subject  now  in  force  within  the  United 
States.  The  Digest  of  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation and  Insurance  Laws  in  the  United 
States  enters  upon  the  second  year  of  its 
publication  revised  to  December,  1914,  and 
now  covers  the  laws  of  this  character  in  24 
states,  including  the  Nebraska  Act,  which 
was  ratified  by  popular  vote  on  November 
3,  last. 

These  various  enactments,  while  differing 
widely  in  their  administrative  details  and 
as  to  the  amount  and  method  of  compensa- 
tion provided,  are  all  designed  to  meet  the 
same  end,  and  therefore  have  many  features 
in  common.  In  this  digest  the  law  of  each 
state  is  analyzed  under  35  headings,  which 
cover  the  essential  features  of   the  entire 


range  of  compensation  laws  in  this  country. 
The  Digest  is  bound  in  convenient  pocket 
form,  and  the  arrangement  is  so  devised  as 
to  present  at  once  a  comprehensive  sum- 
mary of  the  law  in  each  state  and  a  i-eady 
comparison  of  the  provisions  in  the  respect- 
ive states  as  to  any  one  or  more  particular 
items. 


Northern  Life's  Agency  Convention 

Last  week,  in  its  home  city  of  Seattle, 
the  agents  of  the  Northern  Life  held  it  a 
jolly  convention.  General  Manager  D.  B. 
Morgan  presided.  He  summarized  some  of 
the  company's  figures,  as  follows: 

Income  in  first  year,  1906,  $28,856;  in 
last  year,  $415,505;  admitted  assets,  first 
year,  $108,894;  now,  $815,357.  Legal  re- 
serve is  $579,255,  which  is  considerably 
more  than  required  by  Washington  and 
most  other  states. 

Representatives  present  included  D.  B. 
Morgan,  general  manager;  John  F.  Bam- 
ford,  assistant  to  the  manager;  Arthur  P. 
Johnson,  secretary;  J.  H.Sargent,  assistant 
secretary;  W.  J.  Brown,  cashier;  H.  C. 
Gardner,  inspector;  C.  R.  Keck,  agency 
auditor;  George  E.  Stott,  assistant  cashier; 
0.  L.  Jacobi,  inspector;  W.  N.  Booth,  supt. 
of  the  monthly  premium  department;  F.  L. 
Van  Nice,  chief  inspector;  Alan  Murray, 
agency  inspector;  Edw.  S.  Campau,  field 
supervisor;  W.  P.  Mulligan,  special  repre- 
sentative; I.  W.  Van  Valkenburg,  superin- 
tendent for  Idaho;  V.  P.  Hart,  district 
superintendent  atTacoma;  E,  Davies,  assist- 
ant superintendent  at  Tacoma;  R.  S.  Ran- 
som, division  representative  for  Alaska; 
Ernest  Lovan,  C.  F.  INIyers,  D.  C.  Reid, 
J,  H.  Duffner,  J.  Johnson,  Frank  Home, 
J,  W.  Osborne,  W.  L.  Wiley,  Oscar  Ehman, 
J.  E.  Seth,  J.  M.  Hill,  R.  J.  GriflSn,  John 
H.  Weiss.  Vice  President— Actuary  T.  M. 
Morgan  being  out  of  the  city,  a  telegram 
was  sent  him,  with  congratulations  on  the 
company's  fine  annual  statement. 

The  Nortli  American  Accident  has  been 
suffering  from  heavy  losses. 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 
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Increasing   Need    of  Life    Insurance    For 
Women 

By  President  Cox  of  the  Canada  Life 
The  problem  of  the  insurance  of  women 
has  ever  been  one  of  interest  and  difficulty 
because  of  the  paucity  of  knowledge  we 
have  been  able  to  bring  to  bear  upon  its 
solution.  At  a  very  early  period  we  learn 
that  woman  as  an  insurable  subject  was 
considered  most  desirable ;  at  another  period 
the  companies  having  insured  her  on  a 
lower  premium  rate  than  men  because  of 
her  supposed  superior  longevity — we  find 
her  attractiveness  quite  dispelled  by  the 
unfavorable  mortality  experienced.  At  still 
another  and  later  period,  we  find  her  again 
being  wooed  by  life  insurance  companies, 
until  presently  practically  all  barriers  to 
her  acceptance  have  been  removed. 

As  pointed  out  by  Cornelius  Walford,  F. 
I.  A.,  the  earliest  glimmering  of  the  idea  of 
woman  as  an  interesting  statistical  subject 
was  when  Graunt,  in  1661,  made  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  discovery,  namely,  that 
in  the  City  of  London  there  was  a  prepon- 
derance of  males  over  females,  but  that  the 
females  outlived  the  males,  in  spite  of  the 
fact,  which  had  come  under  his  observation, 
that  "Physicians  have  two  women  patients 
to  one  man.  yet  more  men  die  than 
women."  He  was,  however,  speaking  only 
generally,  and  came  to  no  positive  conclu- 
sions. 

The  Greater  Longevity  of  Women 

In  1693  Dr.  Halley,  in  constructing  the 
Breslau  table  of  mortality,  had  not  dis- 
covered the  superior  longevity  of  women, 
and  it  was  not  until  1742  that  Kersseboom, 
in  his  investigations  into  the  mortality  of 
the  Dutch  Annuitants,  took  special  note  of 
that  amongst  females,  and  his  data  estab- 
lished the  fact  of  their  greater  longevity. 
This  information,  together  with  further 
proofs  supplied  in  1746  by  Deparcieux,  an 
mvestigator  of  the  French  Tontines,  was 
turned  to  advantage  by  the  Dutch,  who, 
when  subscribing  to  a  scheme  of  English 
Exchequer  Life  Annuities,  nominated  girls 
instead  of  boys,  thus  obtaining  the  benefit 
of  the  more  favorable  mortality. 


General  Experience 

Up  to  1843  the  confidence  engendered  by 
these  discoveries  had,  as  stated,  resulted  in 
the  life  insurance  companies  offering  lower 
rates  to  women,  which  proved  to  be  a  sorry 
miscalculation,  for  in  that  year  the  tabu- 
lated experience  of  seventeen  British  offices 
demonstrated  that  the  boasted  longevity  of 
women  failed  to  assert  itself  when  insured 
women  were  under  observation. 

The  general  experience  from  that  time 
was  that  the  insured  female  presented  a 
doubtful  aspect,  and  the  unfavorable  mortal- 
ity gave  rise  to  the  suspicion  that  the  offices 
had  been  grossly  deceived  by  the  woman 
applicants,  who,  it  was  asserted,  could  not 
have  disclosed  their  true  physical  condition 
to  the  examining  physician.  An  excessive 
death  rate  in  the  first  five  years  of  risk 
seemed  to  bear  out  this  contention,  but  no 
specific  case  of  fraud  could  be  discovered. 
Many  suggestions  were  offered  in  explana- 
tion of  this  reversal  of  the  former  case  for 
women  as  good  insurable  risks,  it  even 
being  mooted  that  they  were  subconsciously 
warned  of  the  approach  of  disease  while 
they  were  still  in  a  perfect  state  of  health, 
and  thus  impelled  by  instinct  they  applied 
for  insurance. 

In  1.S61  the  compilation  of  the  well-known 
Combined  Experience  Table  of  Mortality 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  greatest 
reliance  could  be  placed  upon  a  table  which 
was  based  upon  observation  of  male  lives 
exclusively,  as  the  mortality  amongst 
insured  females  had  been  clearly  shown  to 
be  higher  than  amongst  insured  males. 
The  recent  investigation  made  by  the 
Actuarial  Society  of  America  still  further 
confirms  this  finding,  although  the  superior 
longevity  of  women  in  general  is  still 
unquestioned. 


The  American  Fidelity  of  Vermont  col- 
lected $300,883  premiums  and  paid  $468,414 
losses.     Itbegan  business  as  a  cut  rater. 


The  Montana  Life  reports  186,917  gain  in 
surplus  and  $982,201  assets.  New  business, 
$3,517,770;  gain  in  force,  $1,894,770. 
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Fire    Underwriters'      Inspection     Bureau 
Work  in  Los  Angeles 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  tlie  very 
large  number  of  fuel  oil  and  gasoline  instal- 
lations, also  to  the  increased  number  of 
private  and  public  garages,  filling  stations 
and  automobile  supply  houses,  and  many 
important  changes  made  improving  condi- 
tions. 

The  erection  of  oil  tankage  for  gasoline 
and  fuel  oils,  where  very  large  quantities 
were  stored  in  various  locations,  was  super- 
vised ;  and  retaining  walls  (  erected  per 
plans  submitted  by  the  Bureau  )  were 
obtained. 

The  Bureau  promoted  an  ordinance  requir- 
ing the  removal  of  empty  packing  cases  in 
rear  of  stores  and  on  lots  in  fire  district,  a 
film  exchange  ordinance  requiring  fireproof 
vaults  and  other  restrictions  in  the  hand- 
ling and  storage  of  picture  films,  an  ordi- 
nance providing  a  reward  for  conviction  in 
cases  of  arson  and  an  ordinance  requiring 
all  brick  chimneys  hereafter  erected  to  be 
tile  lined. 

The  Inspection  Bureau  reached  an  agree- 
ment with  the  gas  comjiany  that  new  gas 
meter  installations  shall  be  of  cast  iron 
type,  with  iron  pipe  connections,  to  the  end 
that  lead  connected  tin  meters  shall  be 
gradually  eliminated. 

Several  fires  having  occurred  in  school 
houses,  a  special  inspection  was  made  of  all 
school  houses  within  the  present  limits  of 
the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  necessitating  the 
inspection  of  569  widely  scattered  buildings 
and  240  electrical  installations.  Incident 
to  this  work  426  improvements  were  sug- 
gested to  reduce  the  fire  hazard  or  to  safe- 
guard the  occupants. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  suspicious  fires, 
special  attention  was  paid  to  fire  investiga- 
tions, 179  fires  having  been  carefully  investi- 
gated. Those  tires  showing  evidence  of 
incendiarism  were  reported  to  the  police. 
In  December  arrangements  were  made  with 
the  chief  of  police  whereby  two  detectives 
were  detailed   specially    for    investigating 


fires,  to  whose  attention  our  inspectors  can 
quickly  bring  evidence  of  incendiari.sm. 
With  the  co-operation  of  the  chief  of  the 
fire  department,  much  newspaper  publicity 
has  been  given  to  the  subject  of  suspicious 
fires  and  the  presence  in  the  city  of  suspected 
fire  bugs,  to  the  end  that  the  public  might 
become  aware  that  strenuous  efforts  were 
being  made  to  run  down  incendiaries  and 
that  fires  were  being  investigated  thoroughly. 


Strength    and   Cost   of  Fire    Departments 

The  following  compilation  of  the  com- 
parative strength  and  cost  of  fire  depart- 
ments in  fifty-six  cities  in  the  L'nited  States 
was  made  by  H.  A.  Stuart,  who  is  city 
statistician,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  The  table 
shows  cost  per  capita  and  per  square  mile, 
and  is  reprinted  from  Fire  and  Water 
Engineering: 

One  fire-  Area  in  Firemen  Cost  Cost 

man  for  square  per  sq.  per  per 

every  miles  mile  capita  sq.  mile 

New  York     .   .1.077  315.7  15.7  $1.74  S-29,4o5 

Chicago     .   .   .  1,263  192.0         9.9  1.47  18,365 

Philadelphia  .  1.611  129.1         8.0  .78  10,074 

St.  Louis   ...     892  61.4  13.4  1.70  20.335 

Boston    ....     662  42.5  26.1  2.72  47.059 

San  Francisco      510  46.5  18.9  3.43  35,262 

Los  Angeles    .     975  120.0         3.8  1.82  6.667 

Cincinnati   .   .     669  70.0         8.6  1.89  10,877 

New  Orleans  .     821  196.3         2.2  1.33  2.455 

Seattle              .     564  58.6         9.5  2.50  13.359 

Denver  ....  1,068  59.3         3.9  1.24  5.142 

Oakland    ...    604  58.0         5.2 

Spokane    ...     673  40.0         5.0  1.49  5.044 

Salt  Lake  City   1.289  47.0         1.8  1.22  2,838 

Tacoma         .   .     78:5  39.3         3.4  2.57  6,755 


Salt  Lake  City 

The  Fire  r'nderwriters*  Inspection  Bureau 
reports:  a  contract  has  been  let  for  a  10,000,- 
000  gallon  reservoir,  and  bids  are  being 
received  for  one  of  35,000,000  gallons. 
Changes  secured  in  1914,  1,390. 

Ogden 

The  fire  department,  efficient  for  its  size, 
is  in  need  of  hose.  In  December  a  motor 
chemical  and  hose  wagon  was  added  to  the 
department.  The  fire  limits  have  been 
extended. 


Prints    Mo^  Coa^  Statistics 
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Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

The  United  States  branch  of  this  great 
British  company  now  has  $14,520,829  assets, 
a  gain  of  over  $259,181.  The  surplus  is 
$4,822,155,  a  gain  of  $190,939.  Premiums, 
$7,959,081,  a  gain  of  $279,718. 


National  Board  Gathering   Particulars   of 
Fire  Losses 

The  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters 
has  an  actuarial  committee  at  76  William 
street,  New  York,  to  whom  the  companies 
are  reporting  Io8S  particulars  on  blanks 
issued  by  said  committee.  This  plan  is  in 
lieu  of  a  proposed  law  compelling  tiie  com- 
panies to  report  the  facts  to  the  various 
state  insurance  departments. 

Adjusters  of  fire  losses  are  now  required 
to  report  particulars,  as  per  blank.  One  of 
the  requirements  is: 

"Where  loss  and  claim  appear  fraudulent, 
immediate  information  as  far  as  possible 
must  be  mailed  to  company." 

This  last  feature  is  the  best.  The  inform- 
ation thus  furnished  will  greatly  reduce  the 
fire  losses  of  the  country — if  the  informal  ion 
is  used.  If  not  used,  laws  will  penalize 
such  neglect;  for  it  is  known  that  a  large 
part  of  the  fire  losses  of  the  country  is 
chargeable  to  insurance  of  men  who  set  fire 
to  their  property. 


Seaworthiness 

A  warranty  of  seaworthiness  means  that 
the  vessel  is  competent  to  resist  the  ordi- 
nary attacks  of  wind  and  weather,  and  is 
competently  equipped  and  manned  for  the 
voyage,  with  a  sufficient  crew,  and  with 
sufficient  means  to  sustain  them,  and  with 
a  captain  of  general  good  character  and 
nautical  skill.     3  Kent,  Comm.  287. 

A  warranty  of  seaworthiness  extends  not 
only  to  the  condition  of  the  structure  of  the 
ship  itself,  but  requires  that  it  be  properly 
laden,  and  provided  with  a  competent 
master,  a  sufficient  number  of  competent 
officers  and  seamen,  and  the  requisite 
appurtenances  and  equipments,  such  as 
ballast,  cables  and  anchors,  cordage  and 
sails,  food,  water,  fuel,  and  lights,  and 
other  necessary  or  proper   stores    and    im- 


plements for  the  voyage.      Civil  Code,  Cal. 
§  2684. 

The  term  "  seaworthy  "  is  somewhat 
equivocal.  In  its  more  literal  sense,  it  signi- 
fies capable  of  navigating  the  sea;  but, 
more  exactly,  it  implies  a  condition  to  be 
and  remain  in  safety,  in  the  condition  she 
is  in,  whether  at  sea,  in  port,  or  on  a  rail- 
way, stripped  and  under  repairs.  If,  when 
the  policy  attaches  she  is  in  a  stiitable 
place,  and  capable,  when  repaired  and 
equipped,  of  navigating  the  sea,  she  is  sea- 
worthy. But  where  a  vessel  is  warranted 
seaworthy  for  a  specified  voyage,  the  place 
and  usual  length  being  given,  something 
more  is  implied  than  mere  physical  strength 
and  capacity;  she  must  be  suitably  officered 
and  manned,  supplied  with  provisions  and 
water,  and  furnished  with  charts  and 
instruments,  and,  especially  in  time  of  war, 
with  documents  necessary  to  her  security 
against  hostile  capture.  The  term  "sea- 
worthy," as  used  in  the  law  and  practice  of 
insurance,  does  not  mean,  as  the  term 
would  seem  to  imply,  capable  of  going  to 
sea  or  of  being  navigated  on  the  sea;  it 
imports  something  very  different,  and  much 
more,  viz.,  that  she  is  sound,  staunch,  and 
strong,  in  all  respects,  and  eqtiipped,  fur- 
nished, and  provided  with  officers  and  men, 
provisions  and  documents,  for  a  certain 
service.  In  a  policy  for  a  definite  voyage, 
the  term  "seaworthy"  means  "sufficient  for 
such  a  vessel  and  voyage."  Capen  v.  Wash- 
ington Ins.  Co.,  12  Cush.  (Mass.)  517,  536. 
From  Black's  Law  Dictionary. 


Cotton  Near  Normal 

Washington,  Feb.  15.  —  Cotton  exports 
were  beyond  normal  proportions  during 
January.  The  quantity  was  more  than 
300,000  bales  greater  than  last  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  monthly  report  of  the  census 
bureau,  issued  today.  Cotton  used  was  less 
than  the  usual  January  total  as  500,000 
fewer  spindles  were  operated  during  the 
month. 


We  appreciate  the  newspaper  cuttings 
which  our  readers  from  time  to  time  send 
us. 
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San    Francisco    Fire    Premiums   in    1914 

15  Percent  Gain 

The  total  of  San  Francisco  fire  premiums 
in  1914  was  $4,052,770,  a  gain  of  $526,124. 
This  is  the  first  gain  made  since  1910.  Rates 
have  been  reduced  but  new  buildings,  term 
renewals  and  exposition  insurance  have 
temporarilj'  increased  the  premium  income. 
All  the  increase  is  unearned.  The  loss  exper- 
ience was  again  favorable.  There  was  no  very 
heavy  insurance  loss  at  a  single  fire  and 
there  was  no  fire  which  could  fairly  be 
called  a  conflagration.  The  inflammable 
sections,  as  the  Mission,  Fillmore,  Eureka 
Valley,  Bernal  Heights,  Potrero  and  other 
wooden  districts,  had  no  serious  losses. 
Both  the  fire  department  and  the  fire  patro^ 
did  excellent  work. 

The  increase  of  premiums  was  15  percent. 
Of  the  total  increase,  the  American  com- 
panies received  about  half.  Of  the  total 
premiums,  the  American  companies  wrote 
65  percent  and  the  foreign  companies  35. 
In  1913  the  latter  wrote  33  percent  of  the 
total.  Two  more  foreign  companies  report- 
ing are  the  Hamburg  -  Bremen  and  the 
Rossia. 

The  non-board  companies  increased  their 
premiums  about  3  percent.  They  write  a 
little  over  18  percent  of  the  total  San  Fran- 
cisco premiums. 


Alleged  Auto  Fake  Claims 

John  A.  Brooks  and  Elizabeth  Brooks, 
alias  Glober,  wife,  living  in  Los  Angeles 
last  December  insui-ed  their  automobile  and 
her  personal  effects.  Thirteen  days  later, 
it  was  claimed,  the  auto  was  in  a  smashup 
near  Redondo.  Fire  followed  and  the  in- 
sured auto  and  personal  effects  were  de- 
stroyed. The  Phoenix  of  Hartford  carried 
the  machine  risk.  Mrs.  Brooks  insured 
her  personal  belongings  in  the  .Etna  and 
Providence  -  Washington,  and  as  Mrs. 
Glober  she  took  out  another  policy  in  the 
Queen.  This  washer  undoing,  for  suspicions 
were  aroused,  and  arrests  followed  her  call 
to  collect  the  Queen  policy. 


Hamburg  -  Bremen    Fire's   United    States 
Branch    Statement 

Cash  assets  in  the  United  States,  $1,876,- 
637 ;  deposited  with  state  insurance  depart- 
ments and  American  trustees,  $1,626,835; 
reinsurance  reserve,  $1,116,385;  surplus, 
$560,247.  All  these  funds  are  held  in  trust 
for  American  policyholders,  and  can  in  no 
way  be  affected  by  the  present  war  in 
Europe.  The  Hamburg-Bremen  has  paid 
over  $28,000,000  losses  in  the  United  States 
since  it  came  here  fifty-eight  years  ago. 
The  United  States  branch  is  now  in  charge 
of  H.  N.  Kelsey,  a  well  known  underwriter. 

On  this  Coast  the  company  is  represented 
by  Macdonald  &  Miles,  a  long  established 
firm. 


Royal  at  Vancouver 

Mr.  William  Mackay,  manager  for  Canada, 
Royal  Insurance  Company,  informs  us  that 
the  company  has  opened  a  branch  office  for 
the  Pacific  coast  at  Vancouver,  B.  C,  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  Fred  Walker, 
formerly  joint  manager  of  the  Winnipeg 
branch.  Mr.  J.  H.  Labelle,  assistant  man- 
ager, has  been  in  Vancouver  for  some  days 
supervising  the  opening  of  the  branch,  and 
four  members  of  the  staff  at  the  head  office 
for  Canada  have  been  sent  to  Vancouver. 
Chronicle,  Montreal. 


Mutual  Man  Cuffed 


Percy  B.  Sullivan  is  of  the  Illinois  strong- 
arm  family  but  Uncle  Sam  "cuffed"  him  to 
jail  for  using  the  mails  to  defraud.  Sullivan 
rode  in  the  van  and  is  now  a  used  up  man. 
He  was  once  a  Columbia  Fire  actor,  and  for 
long  and  notoriously  with  the  Assured' s 
National  Mutual  Fire  of  Decatur.  The 
circulars  he  sent  through  the  mails  were 
false.  Therefore  he  was  found  guilty  of 
using  the  mails  to  defraud.  He  will  again 
"do  time,"  this  time  in  the  federal  peni- 
tentiary at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan. 


The  Home  leads  in  New  York  City  fire 
premiums  for  1914,  with  $K066,685.  The 
Liverpool  »&  Globe's  total  for  the  year  was 
$1,037,788. 
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The  I.  O.  F.'s  Investments 

In  looking  over  the  list  of  investments  at 
the  end  of  1913,  the  members  of  the  I.  0.  F. 
must  feel  grateful.  When  the  values  of 
securities  were  tumbling  day  after  day,  as 
has  been  the  case  not  only  since  the  decla- 
ration of  war  in  Europe,  but  previous  to 
that  time,  it  is  w^ell  for  those  who  have  the 
interests  of  the  society  at  heart  to  know 
that  the  funds  upon  which  they  depend  are 
securely  and  safely  invested,  and  that  no 
matter  how  long  the  war  lasts  it  will  have 
little  or  no  effect  on  the  society. — From  a 
weekly  journal's  recent  puff  of  the  I.  O.  F. 

As  it  happens.  The  Chronicle  has  looked 
over  a  good  many  times  the  list  of  the 
I.  0.  F.'s  investments  as  at  the  end  of  1913, 
and  it  submits  the  followmg  as  reasons  why 
members  of  the  order  should  "feel  grateful" 
enthusiastically  grateful  —  that  their  funds 
are  "securely  and  safely  invested"  and  all 
the  rest  of  it. 

Members  of  the  I.  O.  F.  should  "feel 
grateful"  that  their  funds  are  "securely 
and  safely  invested"  in  such  stuff  as  the 
Lake  Superior  Iron  &  Chemical  Company's 
bonds.  The  circumstances  of  this  invest- 
ment, so  far  as  traceable,  are  as  follows: 

The  I.  0.  F.  owned  at  Dec.  31,  1913, 
$236,558  par  value  of  the  Lake  Superior  Iron 
&  Chemical  Company's  6  p.  c.  bonds.  This 
company  is  an  American  concern,  and  at 
December,  1912,  the  bonds  were  brought 
into  the  I.  0.  F.'s  statement  at  practically 
par,  both  book  and  market  values.  They 
were  defaulted  in  July,  1913,  and  at  Dec. 
31,  1913,  the  I.  0.  F.  returned  their  market 
value  at  $118,279,  but  retained  a  book  value 
of  $236,000.  In  June,  1914,  the  announce- 
ment was  made  that  in  the  course  of  re-or- 
ganization the  bondholders  would  be  given 
6  percent  preferred  stock  with  a  bonus  of 
common  stock  in  lieu  of  their  defaulted 
bonds.  The  Union  Trust  Company  at  Dec. 
31,  1912,  also  held  for  the  I.  0.  F.  $28,519 
par  value  of  the  Lake  Superior  Iron  and 
Chemical  bonds,  and  apparently  added 
$25,000  par  value  of  notes  or  short  dated 


bonds  in  1913.  Whether  or  not  hard  cash 
was  paid  for  these  latter  does  not  appear. 
Their  book  value  is  given  at  Dec.  31,  1913, 
as  $50,855;  their  market  value  as  $26,759. 
For  the  notes  or  new  bonds  as  for  the  old 
bonds,  our  information  is,  preferred  stock 
is  to  be  exchanged,  but  in  the  proportion  of 
95  percent  of  the  face  value.  In  this  case 
the  I.  O.  F.  invested  so  "securely  and  safely" 
that  the  interest  due  was  defaulted  on  and 
it  has  apparently  had  to  accept  an  inferior 
security  in  exchange. — The  Chronicle,  Mon- 
treal. 


Equitable  and  New  York  Do  Not  Pay 

Because  of  a  mysterious  disappearance  at 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  over  seven  years  ago,  the 
courts  have  recently  decided  that  the  absent 
insured  man  is  legally  dead. 

But  the 

Equitable  Life  and 

New  York  Life, 
the   insurers,    refuse   to  pay   the    widow's 
claims,   although    she   has   meantime    kept 
both  policies  alive   by    paying   the    annual 
premiums. 

And  the  interest  keeps  piling  up  on  these 
small  policies  which  have  matured  by  the 
decision  of  the  court,  and  which  the  com- 
panies must  pay. 


It  is  proposed  to  repeal  the  Robertson 
Texas  premium  reserve  law.  The  repeal 
would  put  an  end  to  some  twenty  home 
companies,  it  is  believed.  The  Texas  Life 
Convention,  last  week,  strongly  endorsed 
the  law.  Texas  was  the  first  state  to  pass 
such  an  investment  law,  and  half  the  states 
have  a  similar  but  less  drastic  law  under 
consideration.  Retaliatory  laws  cause 
strong  opposition. 


The  late  Joseph  T.    Carew  of  Cincinnati 
had  eleven  policies  in  the  Mutual  Life,  for  a 

total  of  $220,000. 
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MUTUAL     LIFE     INSURANCE     COM- 
PANY OF  NEW  YORK 

Best  Year  in  Its  History— Large  Total  of 
New  Business —  Gains  in  Assets, 
Reserves    and  Insurance 

.  Great  totals  are  not  so  impressive  in 
life  insurance  as  formerly,  for  they  are 
common  now  and  no  longer  surprise. 
The  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  again 
presents  giant  figures  in  its  annual 
statement,  but  we  must  analyze  them 
to  get  the  right  focus  or  viewpoint. 

To  say  that  it  has  several  hundred 
millions  of  assets  means  much  less — 
grips  one  less — than  the  quiet  remark 
that  the  company  has  some  71  million 
dollars  reserved  for  future  dividends  to 
policyholders  and  this  year  will  pay 
policyholders  about  17  million  dollars. 
Or  this:  the  company  paid  policy-- 
holders in  1914  an  average  of  SI, 327,- 
554  a  week  or  $228,585  every  working 
day.  The  total  of  benefits  paid  was 
$10,612,873  more  than  the  total  di- 
rectly received  from  them. 

The  assets  of  the  Mutual  Life  are 
"liquid."  That  is,  they  can  be  con- 
verted into  money  quickly.  Less  than 
4  percent  is  invested  in  real  estate. 
There  is  perfect  safety  too,  for  the 
margin  of  assets  is  $84,133,709  in 
excess  of  legal  liabilities.  The  assets 
are  quickly  invested  to  earn  interest 
for  the  policyholders.  On  the  last 
day  of  the  year  there  was  only  two  and 
a  half  months'  income  cash   in  hand. 

The  Mutual  Life  is  the  oldest  Amer- 
ican life  insurance  company,  because 
it  began  active  business  first.  Its  first 
policies  were  issued  on  February  1, 
1843. 

The  Mutual  Life  has  a  good  repu- 
tation for  liberal  dealings  with  policy- 


holders and  agents.  It  is  not  litigious, 
and  it  should  not  be  confounded^  with 
any  other  company  of  similar  name 
and  unlike  reputation. 

Spokane 

W.  C.  Sohuppel  has  been  appointed  dis- 
trict manager  for  the  Mutual  Life  of  New 
York  under  "\V.  H.  Shields,  manager  of  the 
Spokane  office,  which  covers  Montana, 
northern  Idaho  and  parts  of  eastern  Wash- 
ington. Mr.  Schuppel  is  active  in  civic 
affairs  and  recently  completed  a  term  as 
president  of  the  Rotary  club.  He  will  have 
charge  of  the  district  including  Spokane  and 
immediate  territory.  Manager  Shields  also 
recently  appointed  district  managers  at 
Billings  and  Missoula,  Montana,  and  antici- 
pates a  good  year.  "The  Spokane  agency 
made  a  splendid  record  in  1914,  ranking 
fifth  among  the  73  Mutual  agencies  in  per- 
centage of  new  business,"  states  Mr.  Shields. 
"We  are  now  preparing  to  increase  greatly 
the  business  of  the  district  and  feel  that  the 
addition  of  Mr.  Schuppel  to  our  organization 
will  strengthen  the  work." 

Charles  Timblin,  assistant  general  man- 
ager of  the  Western  Union  Life,  is  serving 
his  first  term  in  the  state  legislature,  repre- 
senting the  5th  legislative  district.  Mr. 
Timblim  has  had  wide  experience  as  an 
educator  and  business  man  and  he  is  prov- 
ing an  important  member  of  the  legislature. 


A  producer?  We  thought  so.  His  name 
appeared  regularly  in  the  company's  printed 
list  as  the  leading  personal  producer  as 
well  as  department  manager.  But  finally 
one  of  the  agents  put  me  wise.  He  said 
the  manager  had  a  private  arrangement 
with  several  of  the  office's  best  producers, 
whereby  he  was  to  receive  the  credit  for 
tlie  applications  required  to  make  him  the 
leader.  Everybody  mum.  He  shielded  them 
and  they  shielded  him.  How  much  did 
somebody  make  thereby?  And  who  was 
the  gainer? 


Why  do  life  underwriters  pay  a  commis- 
sion propDi-tioned  to  the  premium  instead 
of  the  amount  assumed  ? 
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The  Mutual  Life 

Insurance  Co.  of  New  York 
In    1  91  4 

In  benefits  to  policyholders,  the  "Oldest   Company  in  America"  has  again 
surpassed  all  former  achievements 

Total  Amount  Paid  Policyholders,    $69,032,809.59 

The  above  total,  including  death  claims,  endowments,  dividends,  sur- 
render values,  etc.,  amounted  to  $1,327,554  for  every  week  in  the  year, 
$228,585.46  for  every  day,  and  $28,573.18  for  every  hour,  counting  302  work- 
ing days  of  8  hours  each.  The  total  paid  to  policyholders  during  the  year 
exceeded  the  amount  received  directly  from  them  by  $10,612,872.70. 
Other  notable  features  of  the  Company's  business  at  the  end  of  the  year 
w^ere 

Insurance  in  Force  $1,612,574,168  00 

Admitted  Assets 611,033,800  53 

Net  Policy  Reserves       ....       496,438.884  00 

Total  Income 85,482,390  33 

Total  Disbursements      ....         80,013,720  06 

The  amount  of  new  insurance  paid  for  during  the  year,  including  dividend 
additions,  was  $147,720,038 

BALANCE  SHEET,    DECEMBER    31st,  1914 

ASSETS 

Real  Estate $  22,129,049  53 

Mortgage  Loans 127,415,467  26 

Loans  on  Policies 90,766,345  11 

Bonds  and  Stocks 353,752,949  56 

Interest  and  Rents  due  and  accrued 7,590,552  84 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection 4,450,552  06 

Cash  ($3,689,744.78  at  interest) 4,039,717  02 

Deposited  to  pay  claims 889,167  15 

TOTAL  ADMITTED  ASSETS $611,033,800  53 

LIABILITIES 

Policy  Reserves $496,438,884  00 

Supplementary  Contract  Reserve 3,696,764  05 

Other  Policy  Liabilities 7,871,734  69 

Premiums,  Interest  and  Rents  paid  in  advance  1,294,032  09 

Miscellaneous  Liabilities ...  659,355'  39 

Taxes,  License  Fees,  etc.,  payable  in  1915    .    .  651,210  00 

Dividends  payable  in  1915 16,939,320  89 

Reserve  for  future  Deferred  Dividends    .    .    .  70,834,884  23 

Contingency  Reserve 12,647,615  19 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES $611,033,800  53 

For  Terms  to  Prodnriiig  Af/ettts,  Affdress 

GEORGE  T.  DEXTER, 

Second  Vice-President 
34  NASSAU  STREET  NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 
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FIRE    INSURANCE 


Royal 

The  United  States  branch  of  the  Royal 
Insurance  Co.  now  has  $12,917,270  assets 
and  13,491,900  surplus.  The  premium  in- 
come last  year  was  17,879,239.  Assets  and 
surplus  gained.  This  big  company  is  repre- 
sented on  this  Coast  by  Rolla  V.  Watt. 


Spokane  has  been  made  the  Pacific  Coast 
headquarters  for  tlie  Hartford  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company's  hail  insurance  department. 
This  is  the  entrance  of  the  old  Hartford  in 
this  field  and  the  department  will  be  in 
charge  of  Charles  H.  Klinefelter  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  who  is  due  to  arrive  in 
Spokane  February  20.  This  new  depart- 
ment will  cover  a  wide  territory  and  the 
large  amount  of  grain  tliat  is  grown  in  this 
territory,  witli  Spokane  as  a  center,  should 
net  a  large  volume  of  business  in  this  line. 
Mr.  KUnefelter  is  a  Mason  of  high  standing 
and  he  will  be  welcomed  in  Spokane  by  a 
large  and  live  group  of  Masonic  lodges  and 
associations  which  are  putting  in  a  busy 
season  preparing  for  the  Shrine  convention 
that  will  be  lield  in  Seattle  this  year.  Neil 
Stewart  continues  in  charge  of  the  Hartford's 
fire  business  in  this  territory. 

Walter  Felthouse  has  become  special 
agent  for  Bertheau,  Selbach  &  Bertheau  of 
San  Francisco.  Mr.  Felthouse  will  liave 
the  Concordia,  Peoples  National  and  Dela- 
ware Underwriters  for  Montana,  Idaho  and 
eastern  Washington.  Mr.  Felthouse  has 
been  manager  of  the  insurance  department 
of  Clark  Brothers  &  Klein. 

A  large  volume  of  brokerage  business  in 
insurance  is  anticipated  in  Spokane  if  tlie 
legislation  advocated  by  Insurance  Commis- 
sioner Fishback  is  adopted.  Among  other 
things  the  broker's  license  would  be  reduced 
from  $100  to  $25  per  year. 


The  Lumber's    losses    in  1914  were   just 
about  equal  to  the  premiums. 


Ohio  German  creditors  will  get  a  final  12^ 
lividend. 


Saloon  Risk 

The  state  went  dry.  Later  the  insured 
liquor  stock  was  burned.  That  was  strange 
indeed.  The  abstemious  adjuster  said  the 
stock  had  depreciated  two-thirds.  The  un- 
appreciative  umpire  said  yes.  The  apprais- 
ers said  there  had  been  no  depreciation, 
and  the  U.  S.  court  of  appeals  agreed  with 
them,  as  it  was  possible  t6  ship  the  stock  to 
an  adjacent  wet  state  and  find  there  a  law- 
ful market. 

Opposed  to  Fire  Prevention 

The  organized  lumber  interests  have 
raised  a  lai'ge  fund  to  fight  ordinances 
extending  "fire  limits"  and  limiting  the 
use  of  lumber  and  shingles.  They  hint  that 
the  fire  underwriters  who  write  incendiaries 
policies  and  who  overinsure  are  more  re- 
sponsible for  fire  losses  than  is  wooden  con- 
struction. And  they  might  have  added 
"sympathetic  juries." 

In  freaky  Kansas  the  introduction  of  a 
bill  prohibiting  the  wearing  of  false  or 
dyed  hair  by  women  was  followed  by  a  bill 
providing  for  state  insurance  against  losses 
by  fire  and  cyclone.  Rates  are  to  be  25 
percent  less  than  those  of  the  stock  com- 
panies, and  township  officers  are  to  solicit 
business  without  charge.  Such  legislation 
will  certainly  follow  rate-making  by  the 
state — in  California  too. 

The  International  Mercantile  Co.,  nomi- 
nally of  St.  Paul  and  actively  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, is  in  serious  difficulties,  which  S.  L. 
Bright,  promoter  and  gabbler  in  chief,  is 
pretending  to  oil  out  all  right.  The  Bright 
prospects  of  reorganization  are  not  believed 
to  be  bright.  The  eclipse  is  probably 
permanent.  The  stockholders  are  in  the 
dark.     "A  fool  and  his  money,"  etc. 

The  proposed  standard  form  of  policy, 
by  the  commissioners,  says  "if  a  building, 
or  any  material  part  thereof,  fall  except  as 
the  result  of  fire"  all  insurance  on  it  or 
contents  shall  immediately  cease.  The 
present  N.  Y.  standard  form  does  contain 
the  word  "material." 
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Northern  Life  Increases  Its  New  Business 

The  January  business  of  the  Xorthern 
Life  of  Seattle  was  a  third  larger  than  for 
January  of  last  year. 

E.  I.  Van  Valkenburg,  insurance  com- 
missioner of  Idaho,  has  resigned,  to  accept 
the  representation  of  the  Northern  for 
Idaho,  with  the  title  of  district  superin- 
tendent. 

The  company's  insurance  in  force  is  now 
$9,439,439.  This  is  the  concrete  result  of 
nine  years'  business,  virtually  all  in  the 
home  state.  It  is  a  very  creditable  record, 
of  which  the  stockholders  and  officials  may 
well  be  proud. 


California   Mutual  Live  Stock 

A.  S.  Bulfinch,  representing  500  policy- 
holders in  the  California  Mutual  Live  Stock 
Insurance  Company,  is  behind  the  effort  to 
remove  W.  C.  HoUoway  as  receiver  for  the 
corporation. 

It  is  alleged  that  Holloway  has  collected 
nothing  since  March  of  1912,  but  that  he 
has  received  $3,800  in  salary,  given  an 
attorney  §2,900  in  fees  and  has  spent  a  large 
sum  in  office  rental.  Holloway  was  ap- 
pointed receiver  when  the  assets  were 
$81,966.89  and  the  liabilities  §182,035.92. 


Insured  In  Spite  of  Himself 

The  inevitable  providence  of  life  insur- 
ance is  most  aptly  illustrated  by  the  recent 
case  of  Perry  Milliser  of  Broken  Arrow, 
Okla.  He  took  out  a  policy  in  the  Bankers 
Life  Company  of  Des  Moines  in  ^lay,  1914, 
and  gave  his  note  for  the  premium  to  W. 
H.  Murphy,  agent  for  the  company. 

Mr.  Murphy  sent  in  his  check  to  pay  the 
first  year's  premium  and  kept  the  note, 
which  fell  due  in  December,  1914.  Mr. 
Milliser  decided  in  December  that  he  could 
not  pay  the  note  and  tried  to  cancel  his 
insurance.  He  sent  the  policy  to  the  home 
office  but  it  was  returned  to  him  because 
the  premium  had  been  paid  by  Mr.  Murphy 
who  had  in  the  meantime  moved  to  Iowa. 
On  Jan.  2,  1915,  Mr.  Milliser  was  instantly 


killed  by   a   falling  tree.     His    widow    has 
been  paid  the  face  of  the  policy.    She   haa 

eight  children. 


Passed  the  Washington  Senate 

No.  108  requiring  the  state  insurance 
commissioner  to  give  fifteen  days'  notice  of 
intention  to  revoke  an  insurance  agent's 
license,  and  allows  the  agent  ten  days  in 
which  to  appeal  to  the  superior  court,  where 
precedence  is  given.  On  further  appeal  to 
the  supreme  court  the  bill  is  amended  to 
take  the  regular  course. 


Third  Biennial  Report    of   Commissioner 
of  Insurance  of  Utah 

Commissioner  John  James  issues  a  report 
of  his  department,  of  date  December  19, 
1914.  It  is  the  biennial  report  1913-15. 
The  receipts  for  the  biennium  were  §144,271, 
and  the  expenditures  were  a  little  over  10 
percent.  The  Utah  department,  like  that 
of  other  states  generally,  is  a  happy  medium 
for  the  collection  of  state  taxes. 

Referring  to  numerous  complaints,  the 
commissioner  says: 

"My  observation  has  been  that  insurance 
companies  and  agents  are  disposed  to  be 
fair  in  the  treatmentof  their  policyholders." 

Mr.  James  is  of  opinion  that  compensation 
insurance  should  be  left  for  insurance  com- 
panies to  handle  if  the  employers  of  labor 
wish  them  to  do  so.  He  thinks  that  casualty 
companies  will  be  permitted  to  write  auto- 
mobile fire  insurance. 

The  commissioner  is  fair  and  impartial 
throughout  his  report.  Referring  to  pro- 
posed state  rate  -  making,  bureau  super- 
vision, state  inspection  and  surveying,  and 
like  socialistic  legislation,  Mr  James  point- 
edly says: 

"I  see  no  real  necessity  for  the  regulation 
of  insurance  rates  through  the  enactment  of 
any  special  law ;  there  is  certainly  no  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  people  for  such  regula- 
tion; and  goodness  only  knows,  the  duties 
of  the  insurance  commissioners  are  already 
sufficient,  and   I   see   no   valid   reason   for 
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placing  an  extra  requirement  and  expense 
on  bureaus  and  companies. 

"The  natural  trend  of  business  can  be 
relied  upon  to  regulate  matters  of  this 
kind  better  than  by  law.  The  more 
freedom  the  business  is  allowed  within 
reasonable  limits  the  better  for  it  and  the 
people  it  serves." 

In  two  years  twenty-seven  companies  re- 
tired from  Utah,  several  of  them  because 
tiiey  wound  up. 


John  Hatfield  Gray 

Born  in  County  AVestmeath,  Ireland, 
Narch  4,  1834.  Died  in  San  Francisco,  July 
25,  1914.  Age,  81  years,  4  months  and  21 
days. 

Snch  in  brief  is  the  time  record  of  John 
Hatfield  Gray's  life  on  this  earth. 

Mr.  Gray  entered  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
but  left  for  America  in  1853.  His  brother, 
a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  was 
junior  dean  of  Trinity  College.  Arriving  in 
New  York  at  the  age  of  19,  he  was  employed 
by  a  large  linen  importing  house.  After- 
wards he  was  employed  by  the  In  man 
Steamship  Co.  and  the  White  Star  Line, 
and  then  engaged  in  life  insurance  work  for 
the  Equitable  and  the  Washington. 

After  twenty-seven  years  in  New  York 
city,  Mr.  Gray  came  to  San  Francisco  in 
December,  1880,  with  a  ten-years'  contract 
as  general  agent  for  the  Washington  Life, 
at  a  25  percent  general  agency  commission. 
This  limit  later  proved  a  great  handicap  in 
competition  with  40,  50  and  60  percent  com- 
missions paid  by  other  companies,  and  only 
the  general  agents  would  do  any  business 
for  the  company. 

Mr.  Gray  was  always,  or  until  recent 
years,  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  He  was,  however, 
bitterly  opposed  to  fraternal  and  other  forms 
of  assessment  insurance.  Until  his  death 
he  continued  insurance  work  -as  a  solicitor, 
for  the  New  York  Life  until  it  would  not 
protect  him  in  his  work  with  pi-ospects, 
and  latterly  for  the  Penn  Mutual.  He  also 
solicited  for  other  forms  of  insurance.  Mr. 
Gray  lived  to  see  all  his  predictions  of  fra- 
ternal insurance  disasters  fulfilled  to  the 
letter. 


Sued  for  ^100,000  Damages 

The  first  suit  brought  by  the  widow  of  one 
of  the  passengers  killed  by  the  fall  of  the 
elevator  in  the  building  at  the  northwest 
corner  of  Sutter  and  Montgomery  streets, 
San  Francisco,  is  for  $100,000  damages. 
Some  years  ago  a  similar  suit  for  $30,000 
damages  was  won  by  plaintiff. 


Fire  Protection  For  The  Panama  -  Pacific 
Fair 

The  central  fire  and  police-alarm  system 
for  protecting  the  buildings  of  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition  at  San 
Francisco  has  been  installed.  The  system 
comprises  a  central  ofiice  and  full  automatic 
equipment,  consisting  of  a  12-circuit  switch- 
board, an  8-circuit  automatic  repeater  with 
four  local  engine-house  circuits,  a  signal- 
wheel  transmitter  for  transmitting  still  and 
special  alarms,  a  punching  register,  take-up 
reels  and  an  automatic  time  stamp  for 
recording  tlie  exact  time  when  an  alarm 
comes  in.  The  stamp  is  controlled  by  a 
self-winding  electric  clock.  All  testing  of 
lines  and  batteries  and  the  battery  charg- 
ing are  controlled  from  the  main  switch- 
board. 

There  are  102  fire-alarm  boxes  installed 
throughout  the  grounds  and  buildings. 
These  boxes  are  absolutely  non-interfering 
and  successive,  and  so  constructed  that 
nine  boxes  may  be  pulled  simultaneously 
and  all  of  them  will  register  in  succession 
their  respective  signals. 

Each  of  the  three  engine-houses  on  the 
grounds  is  equipped  with  an  ornamental 
pressed-steel  panel  on  which  are  mounted 
a  12-inch  electro-mechanical  gong,  punch 
register,  tapper  bell,  take-up  reel  and  an 
automatic  switch  which  turns  on  the  lights 
in  the  engine-house  on  the  first  stroke  of 
the  alarm ;  these  lights  are  automatically 
turned  off  by  the  switch  at  a  predetermined 
time  after  the  fire  apparatus  has  left  the 
house. 


Of   96  fire  companies    whose  figures  are 
before  us,  42  suffered  a  loss  in  surplus. 


An   Eastern  accident  company  issues    a 
non-cancellable  accident  and  health  policy. 
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SPEED 

We  have  had  the  age  of  stone,  of  bronze,  of  iron,  of  steel,  but  the  present 
is  beyond  doubt  the  age  of  speed.  Messages  are  flashed  by  wire  and  by 
air  "in  a  flash."  What  happened  a  few  minutes  ago  12,000  miles  away 
is  already  in  print  and  hawked  about  on  the  streets.  The  locomotive, 
the  motorcycle,  the  automobile,  the  flying  machine  eat  up  space  until 
time  seems  no  more.  Events  are  quite  as  swift.  In  .July,  all  the  world 
was  at  peace.     We  are  now  at  peace  with  all  the  world.     But — 

TENDENCY  OF  THE  TIMES 
There  is  certainlj^  such  a  thing  as  the  tendency  of  the  times.      The   wise 
man  tries  to  recognize  it  and  not  to  cross  it  but    rather  to    follow    and 
modif}^  it,  until  there  comes  a  contrary  tendency  more  to  his  liking. 

COY  PROSPERITY 
We  have  diligently  searched  for  evidence  of  the  overwhelming  prosperity 
promised  Americans  as  the  result  of  the  Europeaii  war.  But  thus  far  the 
search  is  unrewarded.  Prosperity  declines  to  emerge  from  hiding.  In 
previous  European  wars  this  country  was  a  gainer,  but  now  the  business 
relations  and  dependencies  of  all  industrial,  bu3'ing  and  selling  nations 
are  so  intimate,  so  mutually  interdependent,  that  the  injury  of  one  by 
war  is  the  injury  of  all.  The  longer  the  war  continues,  the  longer  will  a 
return  of  real  prosperity  be  delayed.  Selfishness  alone  should  make  us 
all  hope  for  a  speedy  and  lasting  restoration  of  peace. 

FIRE    LOSSES    MUST  BE   REDUCED 
If  companies,  officials,  agents  and  adjusters  don't    reduce  the  fire  loss, 
the  state  will  surely  do  the  insurance  business,  in  time.     The  best  way  to 
reduce  the  fire  loss  is  to  penalize  the  bad  risk  and  the  bad  policyholder. 

STATE  INSURANCE  A  FAILURE 
The  governor  of  Wisconsin  recommends  that  the  present  system  of  state 
fire  insurance  be  abolished.  The  state  has  an  insurance  fund,  out  of 
which  it  attempts  to  pay  losses  on  its  public  buildings  and  contents.  He 
says  that  after  an  experience  of  ten  years  the  condition  of  the  fund  demon- 
strates conclusively  that  as  carried  on  state  insurance  is  a  failure. 

Mills  of  Oakland  is  being  ground  fine  by  the  local  gods.  Grammar  is 
correct . 

Why  do  you  say  "partially''  when  you  mean  "partly?" 
The  Hartford  Fire  leads  in  premium  income. 
There  are  far  too  many  Bills  in  this  country. 
The  best  news  is  "Bill's  dead." 
"Lightning"  is  not  an  employers'  liability. 
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The  Travelers  Insurance  Company 

The  Travelers  of  Hartford  makes  the 
usual  fine  financial  exhibit  in  its  annual 
statement.  The  assets  gained  about  §10,000,- 
000,  advancing  to  ^7, 722,055. 

Life  insurance  in  force  gained  over 
$32,000,000  and  is  now  $348,539,000. 

The  capital  is  §5.000,000  and  the  net 
surplus  is  §8,088,007,  making  the  policy- 
holders' surplus  over  §13,000,000. 

The  scheduled  liabilities  include  life  re- 
serves, life  reserves  for  claims  in  adjust- 
ment, life  special  reserves,  accident  and 
health  premium  reserves,  accident  and 
health  claim  reserves,  accident  catastrophe 
reserve,  liability  and  workmen's  compensa- 
tion premium  and  claim  reserves,  and  work- 
men's compensation  catastrophe  reserve. 

Another  novel  item  in  the  annual  state- 
ment is  this:  "paid  for  the  prevention  of 
accidents  by  inspection  to  the  end  of  1914, 
over  §2,000,000." 

The  premium  income  of  the  Travelers  is 
now  about  §2,100,000  a  month. 

The  company  has  three  departments  on 
this  Coast,  in  charge  of — A.  S.  Holman  at 
San  Francisco,  L.  A.  Greenwood  at  Los 
Angeles,  Wm.  L.  Waltz  at  Seattle. 


Salt  Lake  Life    Insurance    Agent    Spends 
Night  in  Street  Car 

Alfonzo  Starkey,  a  guest  at  a  Berkeley 
hotel,  who  hails  from  Salt  Lake  City,  where 
he  says  he  is  agent  for  the  Continental  Life 
Insurance  Company,  is  mad.  He  boarded 
the  last  Telegraph  avenue  (Oakland)  car 
shortly  after  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
February  2,  believing  he  was  bound  for 
Berkeley.  Instead,  the  car  turned  into  the 
barns,  and  Starkey,  who  was  the  only  pas- 
senger, was  invited  to  vacate.  But  he  re- 
fused. He  said  that  he  had  paid  his  fare 
to  Berkeley,  and  he  intended  to  stay  in  the 
car  until  it  carried  him  to  his  destination. 

Starkey  says  he  will  compel  the  company 
to  pay  him  §1,000  for  each  of  the  four  hours 
he  was  at  the  carbarns,  and  declares  that 
he  recently  had  the  same  experience  in 
Los  Angeles,  which  cost  the  Pacific  Electric 
Company  §5,000.     Do  you  believe  it? 


Insurance  Company  of  North  America 

This  Philadelphia  centenarian  has  §18,310,- 
715  assets.  This  is  a  gain  of  nearly  half  a 
million.  The  capital  is  §4,000,000  and  the 
net  surplus  is  fixed  as  §4,000,000  also. 
Premium  income,  §9,698,221,  a  gain  of 
§304,101.  James  C.  Johnston  is  general 
agent. 


The  Home  of  New  York 

The  1914  premium  income  of  this  company 
was  §15,259,556,  a  gain  of  §656,122.  Losses 
were  54  percent.  The  Home  appears  to 
have  fared  better  than  the  average  com- 
pany in  this  respect.  As  is  well  known, 
this  company's  §35,313,539  cash  assets 
maintain  it  as  the  leader  among  fire  com- 
panies. 


Why? 

Why  does  Wm.  B.  Joyce's  signature  look 
as  if  made  by  a  joy-rider?  And  why  do  we 
never  see  it  at  the  bottom  of  a  bank-cheque? 
Why  is  the  letter  "w"  before  and  not 
after  "h"  in  why,  what,  where,  which, 
whang  ? 

Why  do  men  who  can't  entertain  a  lunch 
table  believe  they  can  entertain  a  banquet 
bored  ? 

Why  do  life  companies  all  insure  in  a 
yearly  decreasing  amount  ? 

Why  are  the  San  Francisco  dailies  "no 
account' '  since  the  fair  opened  ? 

Why  do  organized  locals  prefer  permanent- 
too-low  rates  and  reduced  commission  in- 
comes to  a  possible  rate- war  and  loss  of 
commissions  once  in  thirty  years? 

Why  do  insurance  men  write  such  long 
papers — "sleepless  themselves  that  their 
readers  may  sleep"  ? 


The  Horticultural  Fire  Relief  of  Oregon 
has  been  writing  its  business,  without  com- 
mission, at  60  percent  of  Board  rates.  The 
expenses  of  inspection  and  rating  the  busi- 
ness of  this  mutual  has  therefore  been  borne 
by  the  Board.  The  "Hort"  now  finds  it 
must  charge  Board  rates  and  levies  a  40  per 
cent  special  assessment.  Will  the  members 
"stand  for  it  ?  " 
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SAN  FRANCISCO   FIRE  PREMIUMS 
IN   1914 

By  Departments  and  Agencies 

1 

Liv.  &  London  &  Globe S272,888 

Previous  year      ...        239,518 

2 

Home  of.New  York 228,750 

Century     ' 5,315 

234,065 
Previous  year 232,238 

3 

Aetna  193,466 

Previous  year 149,099 

4 

Royal 141.958 

Queen 49,972 

191,930 
Previous  year 177,760 

5 

Sun  of  London 54,095 

Michigan  F.  &  M 10,540 

64,635 
Previous  year 59,564 

Colonial  F.  Underws 1 9,6 1 5 

National 78,067 

Mechanics  &  Traders 9,24 1 

106,923 

Previous  year 80,4 1 7 

All  five 171,558 

Previous  year 139,981 

6 

Hartford  Fire 144,565 

Citizens 314 

144,879 
Previous  year      121,211 

7 

Continental 81.241 

Fidelity -Phenix 47,009 

128,250 

Previous  year      1 19,438 

8 

German  American 57,227 

Phoenix,  Hartford 67,400 

124,627 
Previous  year        104,071 


9 

New  Zealand 106,093 

Previous  year 109,470 

10 

Northern  Assurance 98,73 1 

Previous  year 76,134 

II 

National  Ben  Franklin 62,264 

Humboldt 22,495 

United  Firemens 10,942 

95.701 

Previous  year 95,622 

12 

London  Assurance 95,142 

Previous  year 75,41/ 

13 

Agricultural 27,442 

Globe  &  Rutgers 39,893 

Globe  Underw 1.016 

Hamilton 1,208 

Svea 18,624 

First  National 5,379 

93,562 

Previous  year 67,680 

14 

Fireman's  Fund 92,786 

Previous  year 88, 1 32 

15 

North  River 26,838 

New  Brunswick 19,002 

Williamsburg  City 23,332 

United  States 10,942 

Merchants  Fire 11,936 

92,050 

Previous  year 91,122 

16 

National  Union 91,722 

Previous  year |  19,745 

17 

Commercial  Union  of  London   .    .    .  62,760 

Palatme  of  London 23,513 

Commercial  Union  of  N.  Y 5,196 

91.469 

Previous  year 50,215 

18 

California 83,339 

Arizona .  6|3 

Michigan  Commercial 6,678 

90,632 

Previous  year 93.632 


Fire  I 


nsurance 
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19 

London  &  Lancashire 68,143 

Orient 21,826 

89.%9 
Previous  year 67,987 

20 
North  British  &  Mercantile      ....    89.881 
Previous  year 71 ,365 

21 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  Amer 72,881 

Alliance 16,639 

89,520 
Previous  year 75,194 

22 

Springfield  F.  &  M 81,000 

Newark 6,434 

87,434 
Previous  year 78, 1 40 

23 

Phoenix  Assurance 79,454 

Imperial  Assurance 7,969 

87,423 
Previous  year 75,194 

24 

Glens  Falls 16.836 

Girard 19.822 

New  Haven  Underwrs.     ....  14.003 

Security 22,603 

73,264 

Previous  year 59,546 

25 

Connecticut 50,964 

Westchester 20.813 

71.777 
Previous  year 43.663 

26 

American  Central 28.898 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 38,018 

Minnesota  Underwriters        94 

67.010 
Previous  year 56.390 

27 

Fire  Association 60.618 

Previous  year 48,118 

28 

Law  Union  &  Rock 16,021 

Union  Assurance    .    .         35.900 

51,921 
Previous  year 55,739 


29 

Niagara  Fire 39,946 

Niagara-Detroit 6.270 

Detroit  F.  &  M 4,045 

ro.26I 
Previous  year 5 1 , 1 94 

30 

Scottish  Union  &  N 43,721 

State  Assurance 3,881 

47.602 
Previous  year 40.410 

31 

Atlas 46.996 

Previous  year 34.899 

32 

Netherlands 22,739 

Prussian  Narional 23,702 

46,441 
Previous  year 32,013 

33 

Eastern  Underwrs 7.814 

Firemen's 34,255 

Ger.-Amer.  of  Pa 3,617 

45,686 
Previous  year 35,702 

34 

British  &  Federal 25,360 

Germania ]]  ,475 

Northwestern  F.  &  M 5,093 

41.928 
Previous  year      23.135 

35 

New  Jersey  Fire 41 .885 

Previous  yeaz 1 8.0 1 7 

36 

American        25,507 

Rochester  German  Under 12,015 

Camden  Fire 4,042 

41,564 
Previous  year 28,986 

37 

Northwestern  National 38,246 

Previous  year      20.987 

38 

Ins.  Co.  Stale  of  Penn 13.241 

Stuy  vesant 1  1 . 1 08 

Pacific       5.967 

Ins.  Underw 5,126 

35,442 
Previous  year 28,475 
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San  Francisco  Fire   Premiums  in   1914 


39 

Western  Assurance       33,549 

Firemens  Underwriters  ( 1  month)   .    .       1 ,226 

34,875 
Previous  yeai      25,203 

40 

Franklin 19,032 

Reliance 8,941 

Standard A^il 

33,916 
Previous  year 32,570 

41 

Norvsfich  Union 31,857 

N.  W.  F.  &M 1.414 

33,271 
Previous  year 19,553 

42 
New  York  Under.  Ag'cy      ....       20,677 
Home  Fire,  Utah 11,116 

31,793 
Previous  year 29,152 

43 

Concordia 5,391 

Delaware  Underw 7,282 

German 981 

Hanover 12,038 

Peoples  National 5,230 

30,922 

Previous  year 21,564 

44 

New  Hampshire 30,769 

Previous  year 27,904 

45 

Providence- Washington 21,522 

Old  Colony 1,252 

Boston 6,831 

29,605 

Previous  year 27,392 

46 

British  America      13,492 

City  of  New  York 15,998 

29,497 
Previous  year 14,709 

47 

Pennsylvania 25,5 1 1 

Previous  yeai 18,854 

48 

Yorkshire 19,387 

Northern,  N.  Y 3,638 

23,025 
Previous  year      32, 1 74 


49 

Dubuque 18,573 

Merchants     .    .    .    ' 3,190 


21,763 
Previous  year 26,469 

50 

Aachen  &  Munich 293 

Caledonian 19,558 

Caledonian-American 28 

19,879 
Previous  year        16,466 


Austin 7,733 

Commonwealth 7,732 

15,465 
Previous  year 14,542 

52 

Rhode  Island 7,986 

Sterling 7,086 

15,072 
Previous  year 8,939 

53 

Hamburg-Bremen 5,979 

Citizens  Fire 8,038 

14,017 
Previous  year  (agcy) 20,435 

54 

Northwestern  Mutual 13,627 

Previous  year 7,573 


55 
International  Fire 
Occidental  Fire  . 


3,869 

3,894 

7,763 
Previous  year 2,842 

56 

German  Fire,  111 6,139 

Previous  year  (agcy) 9,340 

57 

Capital       5,425 

Previous  year 3,205 

58 

Vulcan 5,054 

Previous  year 4,507 

Grand  total 4,052,770 

Previous  year 3,526,646 


We  Suppress  No  Insurance  News 
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65th    Annual    Report   of  the   Glens   Falls 

The  old  and  tried  Glens  Falls  passed 
through  the  trying  1914  trinmphantly  as 
usual  without  half  trying.  It  is  the  cheerful 
way  this  old,  well  managed  company  has. 

The  assets  are  $5, 559, 479,  and  the  net 
surplus  is  §2,126,852,  or  more  than  four 
times  the  capital.  It  would  be  hard  luck 
indeed  which  could  ever  imi)air  the  capital 
of  this  company. 

Among  the  assets  of  the  Glens  Falls  we 
note  Pendleton  City,  Eeno  Power,  L.  W., 
Regina  city,  Victoria  city,  Northern  Pacific, 
Great  Northern,  Southern  Pacific,  Western 
Pacific,  Sacramento  Valley,  Seattle  Improve- 
ment and  State  of  Washington  Tide  Land 
Securities — all  of  the  Pacific  West. 

The  Glens  Falls  wrote  $2,410,128  prem- 
iums in  1914,  a  gain  of  $192,966.  The  rein- 
surance reserve  made  a  larger  gain. 

Edward  E.  Potter  &  Sons  are  and  for 
many  years  have  been  the  Coast  general 
agents. 

Hasbrouck  on  Foreign  Companies 

Under  the  heading  "  Cnited  States 
Branches  of  European  Insurance  Corpora- 
tions," Superintendent  Hasbrouck  of  New 
York,  in  his  annual  report,  shows  the 
conditions  under  which  the  United  States 
funds  of  such  corporations  are  held  by 
departments  and  trustees,  pointing  out  that 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  policy- 
holders are  amply  protected.  He  states 
that  in  order  to  assure  to  their  policyholders 
the  full  protection  which  the  law  accords,  a 
circular  letter  was  addressed  to  the  various 
trustees  and  United  States  managers  calling 
their  attention  to  the  provision  of  the  trust 
deeds  forbidding  the  release  or  transfer  of 
funds  to  the  company  without  the  consent 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Insurance,  and 
urging  them  to  hold  all  funds  in  their  pos- 
session for  the  protection  of  American  pol- 
icyholders. The  responses  to  these  letters 
were  immediate,  and  indicated  complete 
accord  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  and 
United  States  managers  with  the  depart- 
ment's views. 


as  requested,  fearing  that  the  information 
obtained  may  be  used  to  reduce  rates  on 
profitable  classes,  while  in  unprofitable 
classes  better  underwriting  or  reduction  in 
expenses  will  be  urged,  instead  of  an 
increase  in  rates.  The  insurance  commis- 
sioners may  later  require  such  information 
from  companies  which  do  not  otherwise 
make  it  public. 


Metropolitan  Life  of  New  York 

The  great  Metropolitan  Life  of  New  York 
has  passed  the  §100,000,000  mark  in  yearly 
preuiium  receipts.  It  continues  to  lead  the 
world  in  outstanding  insurance,  with  §2,991, - 
114,069. 

Last  year  the  assets  increa.-ed  over  49 
millions,  and  are  now  nearly  500  millions. 
The  surplus  is  §35,138,945— all  belonging  to 
the  policyholder-. 

Payments  to  policyholders  will  soon  aver- 
age §4,000,000  a  month. 

In  ten  years  the  outstanding  insurance 
has  doubled. 

The  Metropolitan  has  retired  its  capital 
stock  and  is  now  a  mutual. 


National    Board's   New    Classification 
Svslem 

Offices  everywhere  are  very  busy  at  work 
on  the  new  classification  as  outlined  by  the 
National  Board.  This  work  is  done  in  lieu 
of  the  proposed  scheme  of  the  state  insur- 
ance departments.  By  doing  this  work  for 
the  National  Board,  which  in  turn  supplies 
the  information  to  the  various  departments 
as  a  compact  whole,  the  offices  are  saved 
an  immense  amount  of  duplicate  work. 

It  seems  likely  that  the  information  thus 
compiled  will  be  helpful  to  underwriters. 
It  will  include  names  of  insured  who  have 
had  a  loss,  of  fires  originating  on  premises, 
of  lightning  losses  on  rodded  and  unrodded 
buildings,  of  values  and  insurances,  and  of 
the  oi'igin  of  fires. 


Some  of  the  smaller  companies  are  refus- 
ing to  give  the  National  Board  the  statistics 


What  very  silly  stufi'the  average  life  com- 
pany's bulletin  is!  One  labors  to  prove 
"it  pays  to  stick"  because  one  inventor  out 
of  10,000  didn't  starve  to  death.  How 
comforting  to  the  toiling  solicitor;  how 
stimulating  and  persuasive! 
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50   Percent   Coast  Loss  Ratio 

Figures  already  reported  to  the  Coast 
Review  give  a  50  percent  average  Coast  fire 
loss  ratio. 


60    Percent    Foreign    Companies'    Amer- 
ican Fire  Loss  Ratio 

United  States  branches  reporting  a  total 
of  845,000,000  fire  premiums  paid  §27,000,- 
000  fire  losses.  This  is  an  average  loss  ratio 
of  60  percent  for  1914. 

Fire  Prevention  Day 

This  year  the  usual  fire  prevention  day 
will  be  on  Saturday,  April  24.  It  is  expected 
that  the  governor  of  California  will  issue  a 
proclamation  to  that  efi"ect,  and  that  fire 
insurance  men  will  visit  the  exposition  that 
day  as  a  body.  This  whole  week  will  be 
"insurance  week"  at  the  grounds. 


Actuary  Eedy  of  an  Australian  life  com- 
pany is  in  San  Francisco.  He  will  tour  the 
United  States  and  Canada  and  return  to 
visit  our  world's  fair  and  the  insurance 
congress. 


General  Agent  Irving  will  give  an  informal 
talk  on  Sprinklered  Risks,  this  (Wednes- 
day) evening,  to  the  associate  members  of 
the  Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the 
Pacific. 


Fraternal  Day  at  the  exposition  is  set  for 
April  22 — which  is  not  Friday.  There  is  to 
be  a  fraternal  society  parade. 


The    Hartford  Steam   Boiler    will     write 
casualty  business. 


The  New  York  Life's  new  business  is 
falling  off. 

The  Springfield  increased  its  premiums 
§137,377  in  1914.  Assets,  $11,058,125,  a 
gain.     Represented  by  Geo,  W.  Dornin. 

The  Westchester's  78th  annual  statement 
shows  $5,948,735  assets,  |3,327,3i)3  premium 
reserve,  and  $1,581,455  net  surplus.  Large 
gains  in  assets  and  surplus.  Represented 
on  this  Coast  by  B.  J.  Smith. 


No  Fire  Under^Titing  Profit  in   1914 

Losses  paid  plus  expenses  make  a  total  for 
1914  about  equal  to  the  fire  premium  income. 
At  present  the  indications  are  that  prem- 
iums were  a  little  less  than  in  1913.  Losses 
incurred  were  probably  more  than  losses 
paid. 

It  makes  a  sorry  showing.  Losses,  60 
percent;  expenses,  40  percent;  total,  $285,- 
000,000;  premiums,  $285,000,000.  Profit 
on  underwriting,  $0,000,000;  and  the  war 
tax  to  pay  besides.  That' s  about  the  way 
it  looks  today. 


Moved 

Miller,  Henley  &  Scott  are  now  at  .340 
California  street,  with  the  British  America 
and  Western  Assurance. 

Macdonald  &  Miles  of  the  Hamburg- 
Bremen  are  now  up-stairs  at  334  California 
street. 


American  Companies  Fire  Loss    Ratio   in 
1914  Was  60  Percent 

American  fire  companies,  board  and  non- 
board,  with  $98,000,000  fire  premiums  in 
1914,  paid  $58,600,000  fire  losses,  an  average 
of  60  percent.  For  foreign  and  American 
companies  the  average  loss  experience  has 
been  thus  far,  as  reported,  the  same,  but 
$100,000,000  more  premiums,  with  losses, 
are  yet  to  be  reported. 


C.    A.    Smitli    of   the    l)ig     C.    A.    Smith 
Lumber  Co.  has  gone  into  insolvency. 


C.  A.  Henry  of  Wayman  &  Henry   is    on 
his  way  to  Honolulu. 


Adam  Gilliland  is  receiving  a  great  send 
off"  as  he  starts  for  the  Hartford  Fire  home 
office. 


The  Fh-e  Association  has  $9,106,477  assets, 
$5,549,448  premium  reserve,  $2,252,777  net 
surplus.  An  increased  amount  of  new  busi- 
ness was  written.  Represented  in  this  field 
by  F.  M.  Avery. 


Life  I 
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Bankers  Life  is   Greatest   Financial   Insti- 
tution In  State  of  Iowa 

The  annual  report  of  the  Bankers  Life 
company  shows  that  the  year  1914  was  one 
of  splendid  growth  and  marked  by  big  gains 
which  show  the  steady  prosperity  of  the 
United  States  in  spite  of  forei.irn  wars. 
With  Qve;r  $riOQ,000,000  of  insurance  in  force 
and  over  §25,000,000  of  assets,  jthe  ,coi?i,pany 
fnaintaipSiits  rank  as  the  grefitest,  financial 
institution  |n  the  state  of  lowa.^        ,     ,  , 

■  The  Bankers  Life  keeps  up  its  record  of 
never  havijig  lost  a  single  dollar  on  invest- 
ments. This  record  now  has  stood  for 
tliirty-fiye  years.  The  reason  is  the  fixed 
policy  of  the  company  by  which  practically 
all  funds  are  invested  in  ireal  estate  mortg- 
ages which  aff"ord  not  only  absolute  security 
but  also  profitable  returns.  The  total  now 
invested  in  real  estate  mortgages  is  $22,971,- 
270,  an  inci'ease  of  two  and  a  half  millions 
last  year.  There  is  no  security  better  than 
Iowa  land. 

Admitted  assets  of  the  conip;iny  show  a 
gain  of  nearly  §3,000,000  for  1914.  At  1;he 
end  of  1913  the  total  was  about  §22,000,000 
and  it  is  now  about  §25,000,0  jO^  The  gain 
for  last  year  was  about  §400,000  greater 
than  the  gain  for  1913.  i 

Earnings  of  the  company  also  sho^Y  a 
healthy  gain.  The  average  rate  of  interest 
earned  by  the  company  on  all  invested 
funds  in  1913  was  5.3  percent,  and  the 
average  rate  for  1914  was  5.6,  pprcent, ,  a 
gain  of  three-tenths  percent  for, the  year. 
,  The  total  of  death  losses  paid  during  1914 
was  §4,105,700,  an  average  olabaut  §80,000 
a  week.  Every  loss  was  paid  on  the  same 
day  that  proofs  of  death  were  filed. 

The  amount  of  legal  reserve  insurance  in 
force  shows  a  net  gain  of  §28,000,000  over 
the  year  1913.  The  grand  total  was  con- 
tributed to  by  every  one  of  the  twenty-nine 
states  in  which  the  company  does  business. 


,  The  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  paid  in 
death  claims  during  the  five  weeks  ending 
December  26,  §1,653,537.  The  return  to 
policyholders  over  premiums  was  §744,462. 
There  were  505  death  claims. 

Among  the  claims  paid  on  this  Coast  were 
these:     Vancouver,  John  O'Brien,  §10,020; 


Los  Angeles,  Geo.  J.  Germain,  §10,000; 
Howard,  Mont.,  Hugh  S.  Lewis,  $13,091; 
Seattle,  Peter  S.  Ryan,  $5,000;  Puyallup, 
Wash.,  Wm.  D.  Cotter,  §5,000. 


A  Fraternal  in  Trouble 

The  Royal  Benefit  Society  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  went  about  taking  over  the 
business  of  other .  f  raternals.  It  was  the 
qasiest  way  tO'  get  .new  members,  but  it 
didn't  lessen  the  6Q  pi^rcent  expense  ratio. 
The  only  lesson  is  isuch  as,  is  to  be  drawn 
fr^m  failure,.  The  unpaid  death  claims  are 
piling  up  and  the  members  are  piling  out. 
Xo  new  business  is  being  ^-ritteri.-  :  Ring 
down  the  curtain.     ■,<'■■ 


The  Phoenix  Mutual  Life  has  substantial 
investments  iu;  California  and  the  Pacific 
West,  in  railway  and  other  securities. 


The  New  England  Mutual  Life  has  large 
investments  in  California  and  elsewhere  in 
the  Pacific  West,  something  like  §3,000,000, 
in  policy  loans,  railway  securities,  public 
.securities,  and  loans  on  real  estate. 


The    Germania    Life    has    some     million 
dollars  invested  in  the  Pacific  West. 


The  New  York  Life  has  some  §40,000,000 
invested  in  the  Pacific  West  —  more  than 
a  fourth  in  California — mostly  in  railway 
securities,  mileage  basis. 


The  Penn  Mutual  has  lent  a  good  deal  of 
money  in  the  Pacific  West.  Some  years 
the  claims  and  loans  have  exceeded  the 
premiums. 


The  Equitable  Life  has  some  §30,000,000 
invested  in  Transcontinental  and  other 
Western  railways,  and  some  §10,000,0i-0 
lent  on  California  mortgages. 

In  the  Review  we  note  the  ad  of  the 
London  Life,  saying  §4,000,000  new  life 
business  in  1914,  "and  not  one  penny  spent 
in  commission." 


In  a  recent  year  the  Metropolitan  Life 
paid  over  $1,000,000  in  claims  on  policies 
that  were  less  than  a  year  old. 
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Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company 

Good  Progress  Msde  in    1914— Gains   in    Assets,  Sur- 
plus and  Insurance 

The  Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  Los  Angeles  has  assumed  increased  lia- 
bilities and  has  increased  its  surplus  as  well 
as  assets  and  the  life  reserve  required  by 
law.  It  has  also  added  to  its  voluntary  re- 
serve. Although  a  young  company,  it  is 
flourishing  and  already  has  accumulated 
over  a  million  of  good  assets  and  has  over  10 
millions  of  life  insurance  in  force. 

The  annual  statement  in  brief,  as  attested 
and  filed  with  the  California  insurance  de- 
pasfment,  is  as  follows: 

Assets,  $1,052,139;  capital,  3250,000;  sur- 
plus to  policyholders,  S304,939.  The  assets 
gained  some  $155,000  and  the  surplus  was 
increased. 

Over  $145,000  was  added  to  the  life  legal 
reserve,  and  gains  were  made  in  both  the 
life  and  the  accident  premium  income. 

The  new  life  insurance  written  was  83,772,- 
554,  a  very  creditable  total,  and  a  gain  of 
$615,316.  The  Occidental  passed  the  10 
million  post,  and  by  a  net  gain  of  §1,555,815 
increased  its  life  insurance  in  force  to 
§10,294,418. 

The  entire  statement  is  one  which  gives 
evidence  of  growing  prosperity  and  strength, 
and  the  officers  and  stockholders  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  showing  made  by  the 
company. 

The  Occidental  Life  has  earned  its  "place 
in  the  sun." 


Standard  New  Englaad  Directory.  —  This  is  a 
model  book  of  the  kind,  1138  pages  of  good 
print  portable,  giving  the  agents  and  com- 
panies they  represent.  There  is  a  directory 
of  the  local  boards  of  the  various  states  too. 
If  the  agents  average  20  to  the  page  there 
are  12.000  in  New  England. 


Luncheon  to  Utah  Man. — The  Panama -Pa- 
cific Insurance  Club  will  give  a  luncheon  to 
Insurance  Commissioner  John  James  of  Salt 
Lake  City  today.  The  attendance  will  be 
large  and  the  greetings  cordial. 

f^acramento.  —  H.  M.  Schmidt  succeeds 
H.  W.  Colson. 


Western  Accident  &  Indemnity  Co. 

New  Company. — At  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  and  directors  of  the  Western 
Accident  and  Indemnity  Company,  held  at 
its  office  in  Helena,  Montana,  on  the  16th 
day  of  February,  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  H.  D.  Cook,  president  and  general 
manager;  A.  M.  Alderson,  1st  vice  presi- 
dent; Albert  J.  Galen,  2nd  vice  president; 
William  Spidel,  3rd  vice  president;  C.  P. 
Jones,  secretary;  William  C.  Rae,  treasurer; 
Dr.  JohnL.  Treacy,  chief  medical  examiner. 

The  newly  elected  president,  Mr.  Cook, 
to  whose  eflForts  is  largely  due  the  completed 
organization  of  the  company,  has  had  long 
and  varied  experience  in  the  insurance 
business,  being  well  and  favorably  known 
in  both  business  and  social  circles  through- 
out ^Montana.  The  first  vice  president, 
Hon.  A.  M.  Alderson,  is  now  secretary  of 
state  of  ^Montana,  and  is  both  well  known 
and  prominent  in  political  circles.  Hon.  A. 
J.  Galen,  formerly  attorney  general  of 
Montana,  is  also  well  known  and  prominent 
in  political  and  legal  circles.  William  Spidel 
is  a  well  known  stockman  of  Roundup. 
Hon.  W.  C.  Rae  is  now  treasurer  of  the 
state  of  Montana,  and  is  one  of  the  best  and 
most  favorably  known  citizens  of  the  State. 
C.  P.  Jones,  the  secretary,  was  formerly 
assistant  secretary  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Casualty  Company,  and  is  well  known  in 
insurance  circles  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
especially  San  Francisco.  Dr.  John  L. 
Treacy  is  one  of  the  prominent  physicians 
of  Helena,  and  as  such  is  favorably  known 
throughout  ^lontana. 


The  Hartford  Fire  will  write,  soon,  earth- 
quake and  sprinkler  leakage  insurance. 


Politics. — The  New  York  state  fire  marsh- 
alship  has  been  written  off  by  the  legisla- 
ture. 


Portland. — The  Fire  of  Seattle  has  rein- 
sured in  the  Pacific  States,  rather  than  put 
up  $200,000  capital.  Stockholders  of  our 
local  company  have  complained  because  it 
paid  no  dividends. 


The    Coa^    Review 


Financial   Condition   of 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  California 

DECEMBER    3i,    1914 

ADMITTED   ASSETS  LIABILITIES 

Mortgage  Loans  on  Real  Estate,  Reserve  on  Life  Policies  required 

first  liens      $761,433  06  by  law $649,998  00 

Loans  to  policyholders,  upon  se-  Additional    Reserve    voluntarily 

curity  of  Company's  Policies    151,395  56  set  aside 3,176  00 

Cash  in  Office  and  Banks  .    .    .        83,062  22  Reserve  on  Accident  Policies  re- 
Accident  premiums  in  course  of                               quired  by  law 31,438  57 

collection  (written  on  or  after  Premiums  Paid  in  Advance     .    .       7,256  39 

October  1st,  1914) 4,019  66  Reserved  to  cover  Estimated  Lia- 

Interest  due  or  accrued  on  mort-                _  bility    on  Claims  reported  to 

gage  and  collateral  loans  .    .        13,345  84  Accident    Department,   proofs 

Xet  Life  Premiums  Deferred  and  not  completed 11,610  06 

in  course  of  collection  ....       38,829  88  Reserved  to  cover  Death  and  Dis- 

Reinsurance    due    Company   on  ability  Claims  reported  to  Life 

account  of  Accident  Claims  Paid          52  50  Dep't,  proofs  not  completed  .      13,750  00 

Reserved  for  Federal,  State  and 

_.^  other  Taxes  hereafter  payable      14,190  06 

All  other  Liabilities 15,780  58 

Total $747,199  66 

Capital $250,000  00 

Surplus,  provisionally  set  aside 
for  deferred  dividends  to  Pol- 
icyholders               26,975  00- 

Surplus  unassigned 27,964  06 

Total  Admitted  Assets      .  $1,052,138  72       Surplus  as  regards  Policy- 
holders   $304,939  06 

$1,052,138   72' 


PROGRESS 

OF    COMPANY 

DURING    PAST    FIVE    YEARS 

Admitted 

Prem.  Income 

Prem.  Income 

Life  Insurance 

Life  Insurance' 

Assets 

Life  Dept. 

Acci.  Dept. 

For  Year 

in  Force 

1910  .   . 

.  %   529.815.67 

8191,820.76 

$133,488.53^ 

$2,361,438.36 

S  5.296.312.00 

I9II   .   . 

.      631.482.89 

229,804.91 

162.398.16 

2,427.761.29 

6,495.776.70 

1912  .   . 

.       IblBbl.bl 

251,325.96 

163,950.02 

2,544,685.87 

7,516,857.21 

1913  .   . 

897,192.51 

299.944.09 

172.319.43 

3.157,238.58 

8,738.603.36 

1914  .   . 

.     1,052.138.72 

378,174.88 

lf7,471.63 

3.772.554.20 

10.294.418.80 
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J.    B.    LEVISON 

VICE   PRESIDENT  FIREMAN'S   FUND   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Mr.  Levison  is  a  native  of  Nevada.  He  began  his  underwriting  career  in  the  office 
of  the  New  Zealand  Insurance  Company  in  1878.  In  the  autnmn  of  1880  he  was 
appointed  marine  clerk  of  tlie  general  insurance  agency  of  Hntchin?on  &  Mann, 
which  firm  later  became  Mann  Si  Wilson.  This  position  he  held  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  tlie  Anglo-Nevada  Insurance  Company.  He  took  charge  of  the  marine 
department  of  tlie  new  company,  and  in  1.^88  was  appointed  its  niarine  secretary. 
When  the  marine  business  of  this  company  was  taken  over  by  the  Fireman's  Fnnd 
Insurance  Company  in  October,  18110,  Mr.  Levison  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
marine  secretary  of  the  latter,  and  in  January,  1900,  was  elected  2nd  vice  president. 
The  election  of  Bernard  Fayraonville  to  the  presidency  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  at  a 
meeting  of  the  directors  held  January  21,  1914,  created  a  vacancy  in  the  vice  presi- 
dency, to  which  Mr.  Levison  was  elected. 


Coast  Review  Extra 
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To  Be  Consolidated 

A  new  life  company  lias  been  incorpor- 
ated in  San  Francisco,  to  be  called  the 
West  Coast  San  Francisco  Life  Ins.  Co., 
with  $350,000  capital.  It  will  take  over  the 
business  of  the  West  Coast  Life  and  the 
San  Francisco  Life,  and  therebj'  effect 
economies  and  increase  the  joint  business. 
This  virtual  consolidation  has  been  under 
way  for  some  time  past.  T.  L.  Miller  will 
be  president  of  the  new  company. 


New  President  and  New  Manager 

President  Grant  of  the  Vulcan  Fire  has 
resigned.  On  March  1  he  will  be  succeeded 
by  President  Carlston  of  the  Central  Nation- 
al Bank  of  Oakland.  Guy  Francis,  assistant 
general  agent  of  the  Connecticut  and  West- 
chester, has  befen  appointed  general  man- 
ager of  the  Vulcan.  He  assumes  his  new 
duties  on  March  I. 

The  stockholders  have  resolved  to  con- 
tinue the  company  in  business  and  have 
rejected  a  liberal  reinsurance  offer.  Mr. 
Francis  has  been  with  the  Connecticut 
twenty-one  years  and  had  previously  been 
engaged  in  insurance  work  in  the  East  and 
South  for  thirteen  years. 


New  Hartford  President 

General  Agent  Way  man  today  received 
a  dispatch  from  Hartford  announcing  tlie 
resignation  of  President  Nichols  of  the 
National  Fire  and  the  election  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent Smith  to  succeed  him.  The  directors 
were  re-elected  with  one  exception.  The 
retiring  director  is  succeeded  by  his  son. 
Judge  Nichols  remains  with  the  company 
as  a  director.  He  has  been  connected  with 
the  National  since  its  organization  in   1871. 


Injured  workmen  in  California  must  seek 
compensation  under  the  new  liability  law 
and  not  under  the  common  law.  So  rules 
the  superior  court  of  Los  Angeles.  This 
ruling  upholds  the  constitutionality  of  the 
act. 


The  Prudential  of  Newark  is  pioneering 
with  a  weekly  income  policy  giving  weekly 
support  to  the  beneficiary.  Agents  are 
wanted. 


Western  Assurance 

The  United  States  branch  of  the  Western 
Assurance  of  Toronto  has  $2, -543, 1(73  assets 
and  $1,076,348  surplus,  a  gain.  The  com- 
pany is  in  excellent  shape.  It  is  repre- 
sented on  this  Coast  by  Miller,  Henley  & 
Scott. 


Mutual  Life  Agency  Meeting  in  San  Fran- 
cisco in  September 

George  T.  Dexter,  second  vice-president 
of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  at 
New  York,  in  a  letter  to  Commissioner 
Hathaway  says :  '  'I  take  pleasure  in  making 
the  announcement  that  the  Mutual  Life 
$200,000  Field  Club  will  meet  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  the  last  week  in  September. 
The  Western  Division  $100,000  Field  Club 
will  meet  in  San  Francisco  about  one  week 
earlier,  or  one  week  later  than  the  date  set 
for  the  $200,000  Club." 


Explodes  Firecracker  and  Recovers   SIO,- 
000  Accident  Insurance  for  Old   Injury 

Los  Angeles,  Feb.  2.  —  By  exploding  a 
firecracker  in  a  street  car  on  the  Fourth  of 
.July,  and  then  directing  attention  to  a  left 
eye  that  seemed  to  have  been  freshly  injured, 
Joseph  H.  N.  Wilson  collected  a  $10,000 
accident  insurance  policy,  according  to 
Thomas  L.  Woolwing,  district  attorney, 
who  has  had  Wilson  arrested  for  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretenses.  Although 
the  eye  was  injured  years  ago  in  Canada, 
pliysicians  who  attended  Wilson  alleged  he 
had  just  been  hurt,  the  district  attorney 
says. 


At  Cliicago  there  are  rumors  that  the 
Northwestern  F.  &  M.  of  Minnesota  will 
reinsure  in  the  Phoenix  Assurance.  A 
majority  of  the  stockholders  have  been 
willing  to  reinsure. 


Geo.  W.  Lawry,  district  secretary  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters,  District  C,  Salt  Lake 
City,  is  in  San  Francisco  for  a  few  days. 
Mr.  Lawry  was  called  to  Eedding  by  the 
death  of  his  mother,  long  a  resident  of  that 
city,  which  is  :Mr.  Lawry' s  birth  place. 


86 


Only  Insurance  Journal  in   Pacific  West 


Reflection  on   the  Governor 

It  has  l)een  asserted  that  31  r.  Tliompson 
resigned  the  presidency  of  the  California 
■locals'  association  i)ecanse  he  had  ojjposed 
the  re-election  of  Gov.  Johnson.  Mr. 
Adair  succeeded  to  the  presidency  because 
he  had  supported  the  re-election.  It  was 
assumed  that  a  non  -  board  competition 
killing  bill  would  pass  because  advocated 
by  the  organized  locals,  and  would  he 
approved  by  the  governor  because  Xoah 
had  pulled  oars  on  the  Progressive  ark. 
If  these  reports  are  true,  they  constitute  a 
serious  and  undeserved  reflection  on  the 
governor.  If  tlie  governor  would  sign  a 
Jjill  for  such  reasons,  then  we  have  too  much 
Johnson.  But  the  Coast  Review  believes 
that  the  governor  will  sign  bills  from  the 
capitol  because  he  believes  they  are  just 
measures. 


Proposed  New  Standard  Fire  Policy 

Following  is  the  beginning  of  the  policy 
framed  by  the  Convention  of  Insurance 
Commissioners: 

In  consideration  of  the  stipulations  herein 
named  and  of  .  .  .  dollars  premium  .  .  . 
does  insure  .  .  .  and  legal  representatives, 
to  the  extent  of  the  actual  casli  value  (ascer- 
tained with  proper  deductions  for  deprecia- 
tion) of  the  property  at  the  time  of  loss  or 
damage,  but  not  exceeding  the  amount 
which  it  would  cost  to  repair  or  replace  the 
same  with  material  of  like  kind  and  quality 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  such  loss  or 
damage,  witiiont  allowance  forany  increased 
cost  of  repair  or  reconstruction  by  reason  of 
any  ordinance  or  law  regulatingconstrnction 
or  repair  and  witiiout  compensation  for  loss 
resulting  from  interruption  of  business  or 
manufacture,  for  the  term  of  .  .  .  from  tiie 
.  .  .  day  of  .  .  .  Ill  .  .  ,  at  noon,  to  tiie 
.  .  .  day  of  .  .  .19  .  .  ,  at  noon,  against 
all  direct  loss  and  damage  by  fire  and  by 
removal  from  premises  endangered  by  fire, 
except  as  herein  provided,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  .  .  .  dollars,  to  the  following 
described  property  while  located  and  con- 
tained as  described  herein,  or  pro  rata  for 
five  days  at  each  proper  place  to  which  any 
ol  the  property  shall  necessarily  be  removed 


for   preservation    from   -fire,    but    not   else- 
where, to- wit: 

This  policy  is  made  and  accepted  subject 
to  the  foregoing  stipulations  and  conditions, 
and  to  the  stipulations  and  conditionsprinted 
on  the  back  hereof,  which  are  hereby  made 
a  part  of  this  policy,  together  with  such 
other  provisions,  stipulations  and  conditions 
as  may  be  indorsed  hereon  or  added  hereto 
as  herein  provided. 


California     Governor's     Fire     Prevention 
Day  Proclamation 

The  iiroclamation  of  last  year  is  worth  re- 
producing now  when  legislators  may  do 
more  harm  than  good. 

Executive    Department,  State  of  California 

PROCL.\M.\TIOX 

I  hereby  commend  to  the  people  of  Cali- 
fornia the  observance  of  Saturday,  the  18th 
day  of  April,  1914,  as  Fire  Prevention  Day. 

The  purpose  is  to  bring  about  united 
effort  on  this  occasion  to  minimize  the 
dangers  of  fire.  I  wish  to  join  in  making 
urgent  appeal  to  all  citizens  to  lend  their 
energetic  aid. 

In  recognition  of  the  part  insurance  com- 
panies have  had  in  the  rebuilding  of  San 
Francisco,  plans  have  been  made  for  a 
celebration  on  Fire  Prevention  Day  at  the 
Exposition  grounds  in  San  Francisco.  It  is 
my  earnest  hope  that  adequate  expression 
will  be  given  at  that  time  to  the  conHdemr 
and  good  icill  so  itplendidh/  eanied  by  those 
companies  that  met  their  obligations  honor- 
ably and  courageously  in  tlie  hour  of  over- 
whelming disaster. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  caused  the  (ireat  Seal  of  the 
State  of  California  to  be  alHxed  this  27th 
day  of  :\Iarch,  1914. 

Hiram  W.  Johnson,  (lovernor. 
Attest:  Frank  C.  Jordan,  Secretary  of  State. 


The  Newark  Fire  has  82,142,708  assets, 
$919,892  premium  reserve,  and  $51o,448  net 
surplus.  Gains  in  assets  and  new  business. 
Kepresented  in  this  field  by  (ieo.  W.  Dornin. 

The  Hartford  Fire  will  write  hail  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest  and  in   ['tah. 
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EDWARD    HALL 

DIED  NOVEMBER  2,   1914 

Mr.  Hall  will  ))e  recalled  by  many  of  our  readers  as  the  Northwestern 
representative  of  leading  tire  companies  and  as  the  secretary  of  an  Oregon 
fire  and  marine  company.  He  traveled  in  the  Northwest  but  was  best 
known  as  a  Portland  insurance  man.  The  deceased  was  a  brother  of 
Otho  N.  Hall. 

The  photograph  from  which  this  portrait  was  engraved  is  an  old 
one,  the  only  one.  and  it  is  not  in  such  condition  as  permits  a  good 
reproduction. 
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The  Late  Edward  Hall 

Born,  reared  and  educated  in  Maryland, 
the  late  Edward  Hall  at  an  early  age  was 
called  to  Portland,  Or.,  by  his  uncle,  Shu- 
briok  Norris.  Mr.  Hall's  first  engagement 
in  fire  insurance  was  in  Portland  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Insur- 
ance Company.  He  later  was  appointed 
general  agent  of  the  North  British  &  Mer- 
cantile Insurance  Company  for  Oregon;  and 
then  became  manager  for  Corbitt  &  McCleay, 
general  agents  for  the  Imperial,  London, 
Northern  and  Queen  companies,  which 
wrote  a  joint  policy.  Resigning  this  con- 
nection, he  organized  and  was  appointed 
secretary  of  the  Oregon  Fire  &  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company.  This  company  did  a  suc- 
cessful business  and  when  it  reinsured  and 
retired  it  returned  to  its  stockholders  the 
full  amount  of  capital  plus  a  handsome  sur- 
plus. Subsequently  Mr.  Hall  became  a 
joint  manager  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Assur- 
ance Corporation  in  this  field,  and  alternated 
between  Portland  and  San  Francisco,  but 
made  his  headquarters  chiefiy  in  the  former 
city.  When  the  Coast  management  was 
changed  he  gave  up  active  business,  except 
as  to  local  connections.  He  was  ill  for  a 
year  or  two,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Port- 
land on  November  2,  1914,  aged  64. 


Our    Exchanges 

The  Insurance  Post  of  Chicago  is  a  good 
fortnightly  insurance  paper,  newsy  and 
practical. 

Tiianks  to  our  fellow- suffering  (sympa- 
thetic) Critic,  for  names  of  possible  sub- 
scribers to  our  Review.  But  they  are 
already  subscribers;  so,  try  again,  son. 

The  Review  of  New  York,  a  weekly 
edition  of  the  Commercial  Bulletin,  devotes 
much  of  its  space  to  insurance  news,  lifted 
from  the  daily.  It  gives  a  world-broad 
view. 


Among  the  health  pamphlets  issued  by 
the  Metropolitan  Life  for  free  distribution 
are  these : 

"The  Health  of  the  Worker"  describes 
the  dangers  to  health  of  workmen  in  factor- 
ies and  shops;  emphasizes    the   menace    of 


dust,  gases  and  fumes  and  suggests  means 
by  which  they  may  be  eliminated.  Illus- 
trated.    Printed  in  English  and  French. 

"A  War  on  Consumption"  (sixteen  pages) 
discusses  the  nature  of  consumption  and  the 
germs  that  cause  it;  describes  the  extent  of 
the  disease,  the  way  it  can  be  avoided  and 
its  cure.     Illustrated. 


Continental 

The  62nd  annual  statement  of  the  Conti- 
nental shows  $27,604,617  assets,  about  the 
same  as  a  year  ago;  net  surplus,  $14,441,- 
895;  premiums,  $8,347,375,  again  of  $251,- 
482. 

The  Continental  based  its  assets  values 
on  market  quotations  of  December  31,  and 
thereby  deducted  over  $1,000,000  from 
values  as  determined  by  June  30  quotations, 
which  the  insurance  commissioners  permit 
this  year,  owing  to  the  closing  of  the  stock 
and  bond  exchanges. 


Panama-Pacific  Insurance  Club  Will  Take 
Charge  of  the  Various  Insurance  Events 
at  San  Francisco 

The  "Panama- Pacific  Insurance  Club," 
now  fully  organized  with  club  rooms  selected 
on  the  eiglith  floor  of  the  Insurance  Ex- 
change Building,  will  be  the  official  insur- 
ance body  under  whose  auspices  all  insur- 
ance events  of  the  Exposition  will  be  con- 
ducted, with  the  exception  of  the  "World's 
Insurance  Congress,"  which,  being  a  body 
of  deliberation,  will  be  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  national  organization  which 
has  been  created  for  that  purpose — known 
as  the  "National  Council";  the  club  being 
satisfied  to  assume  the  responsibility  for  the 
one  big  Exposition  day  to  be  held  during 
the  Congress,  which  will  be  known  as 
"International  Peace  Day." 

The  club's  greatest  activities,  however, 
will  be  conducting  the  Exposition's  official 
"Nine  Years  After  Event,"  which  to  insur- 
ance men  will  be  "Insurance  Week." 


The  new  consolidated  West  Coast -San 
Francisco  Life  will  soon  perfect  its  organiza- 
tion. 

Why  do  cities  which  are  graft-cursed 
engage  in  the  traction  business  ? 
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40     Percent    Assessment    Notice     of     the 
Horticultural  Fire  Relief  of    Oregon 

Home  Office,  Salem,  Oregon. 
To  Our  Policyholders: 

On  December  4,  1914,  the  board  of  direct- 
ors of  the  Horticultural  Fire  Relief  of  Ore- 
gon, by  virtue  of  authority  vested  in  them 
under  Article  VII,  Section  1,  of  the  Consti 
tution  of  said  association,  levied  an  assess- 
ment on  all  outstanding  assessable  policies, 
bringing  the  premium  charge  on  said  poli- 
cies up  to  the  same  amount  as  is  charged  by 
board  companies  for  the  same  insurance. 

There  are  several  reasons  for  levying  this 
assessment  at  this  time.  First,  the  Horti- 
cultural Fire  Relief  for  seven  and  one-half 
years  has  been  carrying  insurance  at  from 
2o  percent  to  40  percent  less  than  is  charged 
by  board  companies  on  the  same  class  of 
business  and  in  this  way  has  saved  to  its 
policyholders  over  a  quarter  million  dollars. 
This  is  the  first  assessment  levied  by  this 
association  since  its  organization,  so  that 
while  for  the  past  seven  and  one-half  years 
we  have  been  Saving  our  policyholders  from 
25  percent  to  40  j-ercent  we  are  this  once 
asking  you  to  pay  the  same  for  your  insur- 
ance that  you  would  have  been  compelled 
to  pay  the  board  companies  for  the  same 
protection,  and  for  which  you  would  have 
paid  them  at  the  same  rate  for  this  whole 
period  if  you  had  carried  your  insurance 
with  them.  In  view  of  this  fact  we  believe 
that  you  will  cheerfully  pay  this  small 
assessment. 

In  the  second  place,  the  general  financial 
depression  has  made  collections  very  ditfi- 
cult  and  in  fact,  has  nece.ssitated  the  cancel- 
lation of  a  large  volume  of  business  for 
non-payment  of  premium,  thus,  entailing  a 
loss  of  thousands  of  dollars  on  accoinit  of 
or.r  inability  to  collect  these  amounts  due. 
Furthermore,  the  fire  loss  for  the  last  two 
years  has  been  exceptionally  heavy.  Not 
only  has  tiiis  been  the  experience  of  tiiis 
association,  but  there  are  practically  none 
of  the  insurance  companies  doing  business 
in  the  state  but  have  carried  insurance  at  a 
loss  during  this  period.  In  fact,  a  number 
of  board  companies  Ijave  found  it  necessary 
to  withdraw  from  the  state  entirely  on 
account    of  these   excessive    losses.       Our 


experience  along  this  line  has  been    practi- 
cally the  same  as  that  of  other   companies. 

The  assessment  referred  to  above  and 
niitice  of  which  we  enclose  herewith  was 
made  for  the  express  purpose  of  the  pro- 
tection of  our  policyholders.  "We  do  not 
wish  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Horti- 
cultural Fire  Relief  is  in  serious  financial 
straits,  but  instead  that  it  is  our  intention 
to  maintain  beyond  question  the  efficiency 
of  the  company  and  its  ability  to  make 
prompt  payment  of  losses.  We  might  say 
that  practically  all  of  the  stronger  mutual 
companies  have  at  times  levied  assessments 
upon  their  policyholders. 

After  paying  this  assessment  your  liability 
to  assessment  under  this  policy  ceases,  as 
our  policy  contract  positively  limits  the 
liability  of  our  members  to  one  premium 
such  as  is  charged  by  board  companies  for 
the  same  insurance.  We  are  taking  steps 
which  we  believe  willeliminate the  necessity 
of  any  assessment  on  future  policies,  but 
we  want  you  to  know  that  our  first  consider- 
ation is  to  give  safe  insurance  which  guaran- 
tees absolute  protection  to  the  policyholder 
and  that  our  second  consideration  is  to 
make  this  insurance  at  as  low  cost  as  is 
practicable. 

We  trust  you  will  remit  your  assessment 
promptly. 

Yours  very  truly, 

E.  A.  Newby,  secretary. 


Retired  Pacific  Home  Mutual  Fire  Ins. 
Co. — The  OflFer  to  Re-Write  Policies 
in  Other  Oregon  ^lutual 

John  Pembertoi),  Presklem    E.  A.  Newby.  Stxrretary 
H.  S.  Rndcliff,  General  Agent 

Horticultural  Fire  Relief  of  Oregon 

(Mutual) 
Home  Office         :        Salem,  Oregon 
To  our  customers    o  f    the    Pacific    Home 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company: 
We  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  i>atronage 
and   believing  that    we    have   fuKilled    the 
mission  for  which  our  company  was  organ- 
ized, it  has  been  deemed  advisable  by   the 
Board  of  Directors  to  retire  the    jiolicies   of 
the   Pacific  Home   Mutual    Fire    Insurance 
Company,  and  we  are  asking  the    privilege 
of  writing  same  in    the    Horticultural    Fire 
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Relief  of  Oregon.  You  hold  policy  No. 
6,435  written  for  three  years  commencing 
December  9,  1913.  in  the  amount  of  ?.500  on 
household  goods. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Congress  is  pro- 
posing to  put  a  war  tax  on  policies  com- 
mencing the  first  of  the  year,  our  plan  will 
be  to  write  these  policies  for  the  regular 
term  of  three  years  after  the  expiration  of 
tiie  time  the  present  policy  has  to  run.  We 
do  this  for  two  reasons,  one  in  order  to  get 
the  business  in  regular  term  and  the  other, 
tlie  greater  reason,  is  to  save  the  expense 
of  this  war  tax  whicli  we  believe  will  be 
added  to  the  expense  of  insurance  after  the 
tirst  of  the  year.  We  believe  this  will  be 
the  most  economical  for  you  as  well  as  the 
most  economical  for  us  and  we  are  working 
for  the  mutual  interest  of-  the  assured  in 
this  matter. 

If  we  do  not  hear  from  you  to  the  contrary 
we  will  issue  a  policy  within  the  next 
tliirty  days,  taking  up  your  Pacific  Home 
policy  and  extending  the  time  as  stated 
above.  You  will  have  the  regular  time  to 
pay  the  balance  of  the  premium  due  which 
we  liope  will  be  satisfactory  to  all.  We 
expect  to  retire  all  the  Pacific  Home  policies 
before  the  fir-st  of  the  year,  thus  saving  the 
expense  of  the  annual  report  and  fees  of 
same. 

Thanking  you   in   advance  for   your   co- 
operation with  us  in  this  matter,  we  are, 
Respectfully  yours, 

John  Pemberton,  President. 


The  above  circular  -  letter  was  sent  to 
Pacific  Home  ^Mutual  fire  policyholders, 
some  five  months  ago.  No  doubt,  many 
who  received  this  letter  permitted  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  policy  in  the  Horticultural 
Fire  Relief  mutual. 

As  the  latter  has  levied  a  40  percent 
assessment  on  all  its  policyholders,  as  stated 
in  one  of  our  December  extras,  we  are  filled 
to  the  brim  with  sympathetic  wonder  what 
the  transferred  policyholders  now  think  of 
the  kindly  generosity  of  the  embarrassed 
Horticultural  Relief?  Can  it  be  that  the 
Pacific  Home  was  retired  and  reinsured  for 
the  relief  of  the  Horticultural  Relief  ? 


Bureau  Work  in  San  Francisco 

The  Fire  Underwriters'  Inspection  Bureau 
reports  for  1914: 

Buildings  inspected  increased  in  number 
36  percent,  electrical  inspections  21  percent, 
buildings  in  course  of  construction  18  per 
cent,  standard  reports  issued  25  percent, 
while  the  number  of  complaints  abated  in- 
creased 4.2  percent.  The  inspection  of 
buildings  in  course  of  construction  con- 
tinued effective,  and  494  such  buildings 
were  inspected  from  start  to  finish.  156 
buildings  still  in  course  of  construction  are 
in  hand  at  date,  to  which  471  visits  have 
already  been  made. 

Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition: 
A  daily  inspection  was  maintained  and  each 
building  visited  at  least  once  a  week. 
Particular  attention  was  paid  to  buildings 
in  course  of  construction,  refuse,  moving 
picture  booths,  heaters,  testing  of  decorative 
material,  automatic  sprinklers  and  other 
fire  protection.  Many  hazards  were  success- 
fully safe -guarded  and  the  amount  of 
rubbish  in  the  buildings  and  grounds  kept 
at  a  satisfactory  minimmn. 

All  sprinklered  risks  are  inspected  semi- 
annually as  are  also  docks  in  Portland, 
Seattle  and  Tacoma.  Much  time  has  been 
given  to  the  investigation  of  fires,  and  many 
suspicious  fires  have  been  reported  to  the 
police,  resulting  in  several  arrests  and  one 
conviction. 

The  effect  of  continued  inspection  upon 
the  percentage  of  fires  from  "preventable" 
causes  is  shown  by  the  following  compara- 
tive table: 

Percent — Fires  From  Preventable  Causes 

Per  Cent 
year  prior 
to  inspec'n 

San  Francisco  .    .  37.0 
Los  Angeles  .    .    .  12.5 


Portland     .    .    .    .28.0 

Seattle 28.0 

Salt  Lake    .    .       .  31.0 


1914  1914 

Inspec'd  Outside  in- 

District  spec'd  dist. 

4.5  11.3 

3.1  14.1 

6.3  13.1 

8.1  26.6 

13-6  21.8 


Sacramento. — The  new  Pacific  National 
Fire  of  this  city  has  paid  in  part  of  its  §250,- 
000  capital  and  hopes  to  begin  before  long. 

Why  are  state  local  agents'  associations 
generally  dominated  by  cranks? 
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Underwriters  Fire  Patrol  Report 

The  40th  annual  report  of  the  Under- 
writers Fire  patrol  of  San  Francisco  has 
been  issued.  The  directors  testify  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  service  under  the  able 
management  of  the  superintendent,  Capt. 
J.  F.  O.  Comstock. 

During  the  year,  insurance  under  the 
California  workmen's  compensation  law 
was  placed.  This  heavy  expense  compelled 
the  directors  to  discontinue  the  former 
more  liberal  policy  of  paying  salaries  to 
patrolmen  absent  from  duty  because  of 
accident.  Hereafter  such  employees  will 
receive  compensation  in  accordance  with 
the  new  law. 

The  entire  work  of  the  patrol  is  now  per- 
formed by  motor  vehicles.  This  has  enabled 
the  patrol  to  extend  the  service  as  far  west 
as  thirteenth  avenue. 

As  the  sprinkler  leakage  companies  have 
declined  to  contribute  toward  the  support 
of  the  patrol,  a  charge  will  hereafter  be 
made  for  service  rendered  in  cases  of 
broken  sprinkler  heads  where  there  is  no 
fire. 

The  directors  signing  the  report  are: 
Bernard  Faymonville,  president;  Frank  J. 
Delvin,  vice  president;  Clinton  Folger,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer;  C.  A.  Henry,  Harry 
L.  Roff,  R.  P.  Fabj,  Dixwell  Hewitt. 

The  number  of  alarms  responded  to  dur- 
ing the  year  were  1,281  bell  and  52  still. 
There  were  194  false  alarms.  There  were 
S.  F.  F.  D.  still  alarms  and  from  other 
sources,  bringing  the  total  alarms  up  to 
2,451. 

The  hours  of  service  were  787.  The 
average  service  was  53  minutes.  The 
number  of  alarms  is  steadily  increasing 
year  after  year.  Last  year's  number  was 
the  largest  since  the  patrol  was  organized 
in  1875.  The  largest  fire  loss  in  the  year 
was  at  the  corner  of  California  and  Polk 
streets.  The  loss  was  $111,033.  The  next 
was  at  650  7th  street.  The  loss  on  the  S. 
S.  "Kentuckian"  ship  and  cargo.  There 
were  328  losses  under  $100. 

Total  losses  were  $1,037,486.  This  is  a 
little  more  than  in  1913;  about  the  same  as 
in  1912.  Insurance  involved  was  $10,884,- 
574. 


Losses  on  buildings  were  $414,229  and  on 
contents,  $616,206. 


Northern    Life     Creates     Seattle    General 
Agency 

The  Hughes  -  Baker -Pond  Inc.  is  the 
name  of  a  new  firm  in  Seattle  which  tal^es 
the  new  general  agency  of  the  Northern 
Life  Ins.  Co.  with  Greater  Seattle  as  its 
special  territory. 

The  members  of  the  incorporation  are 
Malcolm  Hughes,  president;  M.  L.  Baker, 
vice  president,  and  William  S.  Pond.  These 
men  are  veteran  life  insurance  underwriters 
who  for  a  number  of  years  past  have 
been  prominent  in  Seattle  business. 

President  Hughes  was  for  seven  years 
with  the  Northwestern  ^Mutual  Life  in 
Kansas.  He  came  to  Seattle  in  1907  and 
organized  Dangherty,  Cole  &  Hughes,  Inc., 
as  general  agents  of  the  Equitable  Life  of 
Iowa.  He  has  been  manager  of  tlie  Seattle 
branch  of  the  Travelers'  Insurance  Company 
for  the  past  five  years,  during  which  time 
the  branch  made  a  notable  record.  A.  B. 
degree,   Washburn  college,   Topeka,    Kan., 

1900,  and  twice  elected  president  of  the 
Puget  Sound  Life  L'nderwriters'  Association, 
1910-1911. 

Vice  President  Baker  came  to  Seattle   in 

1901,  and  for  eight  years  has  been  with  the 
Northern  Life  of  Seattle.  He  is  president 
of  the  company's  Hundred  Thousand  Club. 
Formerly  general  agent  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual  Life  and  agency  organizer  for  Con- 
servative Life  of  California.  Ph.  B.  Adrian 
college,  Michigan,  1901. 

Mr.  Pond  for  ten  years  has  been  with  the 
Northwestern  ]\Iutual  Life,  in  Seattle. 
Before  coming  to  Seattle  he  was  for  ten 
years  with  the  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  as 
Oregon  manager,  part  of  the  time  as  cashier. 
Prior  to  going  into  life  insurance  he  was 
agency  manager  for  Wanamaker  &  Brown, 
Philadelphia. 


Some  700  life  agents  were  at  the  Metro- 
politan's annual — all  prize  winners.  Vice 
President  Fiske  announced  that  for  the 
present  the  company's  premium  rates  will 
remain  as  when  it  was  a  stock  company. 
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CHIPS 

— Carson. — George  A.  Cole  is  now  insurance 
commissioner. 

— By  the  end  of  March  the  Travelers  will 
be  a  hundred  millionaire. 

— The  Fireman's  Fund  ranks  second  in 
marine  and  inland  premiums. 

— The  Preferred  Accident  will  issue  no  more 
policies  covering  the  European  war  risk. 

— An  employer's  liability  insurance  policy 
creates  no  privity  between  the  insurer  and 
an  employe  and  is  not  a  promise  for  the 
benefit  of  the  employe.  —  Scheuerman  v, 
Mathison,  144  P.  1177. 

—Seattle.  —  The  California  insurance  de- 
partment has  held  up  the  application  for 
renewal  of  license  by  the  Northwestern 
Mutual  Fire  Association.  The  point  at 
issue  is  liablility  for  additional  assessments. 

— Olympia,  Wash.  —  Deputy  Insurance 
Commissioner  Smith  has  been  auditing  the 
affairs  of  the  James  H.  de  Veuve  Co.  for 
the  past  four  months.  One  result  has  been 
the  reinsurance  of  the  Seattle  Fire,  which 
has  been  writing  at  low  rates. 
—Rare  Chance.  —  Mrs.  J.  H.  Gray,  280 
Twelfth  avenue,  San  Francisco,  has  20  years' 
of  Coast  Reviews,  in  a  good  state  of  preserva- 
tion, and  covering  historically  the  most 
important  years  of  Coast  insurance.  Start 
an  insurance  library  with  these  magazines. 
Make  an  oflfer. 

—  New  Inter-Insurers'  Exchange.  —  James  H.  de 
Veuve  of  Seattle  is  organizing  a  newexchange, 
under  the  laws  of  Washington,  and  will  ask 
Commissioner  Fishback  for  authority  to  do 
business.  A  representative  of  the  proposed 
inter-insurer  has  been  making  some  wild 
promises,  such  as  insuring  at  half  rates, 
and  placing  the  business  in  stock  companies 
as  reinsurers  or  direct  if  desired.  This 
would  be  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  state. 
The  canvassers  circulate  a  form  of  agree- 
ment which  appoints  the  James  H.  de 
Veuve  Co.  as  attorney  for  the  subscribers, 
"with  a  view  of  escaping  the  burden  of 
excessive  insurance  rates"  in  a  state  where 
at  present  rates  the  stock  companies  are 
not  making  any  money. 


— The  Insurance  Company  of  North  America 
ranks  first  in  marine  and  inland  premiums. 
— San  Francisco. — Our  5  years'  figures,  re- 
vised after  the  Extra,  will  appear  in  onr 
March  issue. 

— Manager  Osborn  of  the  Pennsylvania  Fire 
is  preparing  for  a  local  "secular"  weekly  a 
review  of  early  fire  insurance  on  tliis  Coast. 
— State  insurance  is  proposed  in  the  Show- 
Me  State,  where  the  organized  locals  favored 
state  rate-making.  The  new  measure  pro- 
hibits an  advance  in  rates  by  stock  com- 
panies. 

— Senator  Flynn  from  down  the  coast  is  a 
frequent  visitor  to  San  Francisco,  where  he 
has  many  friends.  At  Sacramento  he  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  free  pilotage.  The  pilots 
lay  to  and  waited  for  the  senator.  They 
wanted  to  convince  him  that  they  are  seas- 
oned laborers  worthy  of  their  hire.  When 
a  gale  was  blowing  80  miles  an  hour  and 
sounding  great  guns  they  invited  him 
aboard  a  tug  for  the  Farralones,  twenty-five 
miles  out  beyond  a  bar.  They'd  show  him. 
The  senator  was  game,  bar  none.  That 
was  the  last  we  heard  of  the  senator.  As  he 
has  'not  since  been  seen  on  Montgomery 
street,  the  wiener  worst  is  feared. 

— Vulcan. — President  Carlston  and  Managing 
Underwriter  Guy  Francis  are  now  in 
charge  of  this  Oakland  company,  with  a 
new  policy  as  to  its  future.  Mr.  Francis 
will  do  some  traveling  and  call  on  old  and 
new  friends  up  and  down  the  Coast.  As 
the  Vulcan  is  in  good  condition,  with  over 
nine-tenths  of  its  assets  surplus  as  to  pol- 
icyholders, more  surplus  line  as  well  as 
direct  business  wiU  be  sought.  Unprofitable 
territory,  however,  will  not  be  entered. 
Tlie  Vulcan  has  $982,968  assets  and  $391,717 
net  surplus.  Both  amounts  are  larger  than 
a  year  ago.  The  premium  income  was 
$103,567,  a  small  gain.  The  loss  ratio  was 
moderate.  The  business  must  be  increased, 
of  course;  and  we  believe  that  Manager 
Francis,  if  properly  supported  by  the  direct- 
ors and  other  stockholders,  will  make  the 
necessary  increase  along  conservative  lines 
and  take  care  of  the  required  legal  reserve. 
But  the  stockholders  must  let  all  earnings 
remain  with  the  company  for  some  time. 
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Chips  of   Many  Hews 


— Automobile  registration  and  revenue  in 
California  in  1914,  over  a  million  and  a  third 
dollars.     See  page  4. 

— Arizona. — The  new  superintendent  of  tlie 
ins.  dept.  of  the  state  corporation  commis- 
sion is  C.  C.  Thompson. 

— Ferd  C.  Peterson  is  now  chairman  of  the 
arbitration  committee  of  the  Insurance 
Brokers  Exchange  of  San  Francisco. 

— Sacramento. — The  increased  premium  tax 
(2  percent)  bill  will  probably  pass  both 
houses  at  the  adjourned  session.  The  state 
needs  the  money. 

— Ex-Pi-esilent  Dutton  is  preparing,  at  his 
leisure,  a  history  of  the  Fireman's  Fund 
Insurance  Company.  It  will,  of  course,  be 
a  valuable  and  interesting  work. 

— The  Minnesota  fire  marshal  is  of  opinion 
that  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  fire  losses  in 
his  state  is  due  to  incendiaries.  He  traced 
§162,000  damages  certainly  caused  by  fire- 
bugs. 

— San  Francisco. — Again,  soon,  the  city  will 
vote  on  the  proposition  to  buy  Spring  Valley 
waterworks.  The  usual  demagogic  opposi- 
tion is  shown,  but  it  may  be  inspired  by 
the  company  itself.  The  labor  union  candi- 
date for  mayor  opposes,  as  his  predecessor 
did. 

— Seattle. — Edwin  G.  Ford  has  opened  an 
independent  adjustment  office  in  Seattle  at 
228  Lyon  building.  Mr.  Ford  has  had  ten 
years'  experience  as  a  special  agent  and 
adjuster,  and  he  is  also  an  expert  account- 
ant, For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been 
state  agent  for  the  Concordia  Fire  for  Wash- 
ington and  Oregon. 

— The  short-rate  tables  long  in  use  on  this 
Coast  by  fire  underwriters  will  continue  in 
use.  The  vote  by  board  members  for  the 
retention  of  these  tables  was  nearly  unani- 
mous. The  National  Board  suggested  the 
adoption  of  its  tables,  but  after  a  thorough 
discussion  this  suggestion  was  "tabled"  by 
Coast  underwriters.  Short  rate  tables  in 
the  Coast  Review  and  the  Pacific  Fire 
Manual  and  Book  of  Instructions  are  there- 
fore correct. 


— The  California's  loss  ratio  last  year  was 
only  43  percent. 

—Charles  R.  Page,  the  Fireman's  Fund 
general  marine  adjuster,  has  been  appointed 
general  auditor  of  the  company. 

— Do  you  want  to  represent  a  new  but  legiti- 
mate kind  of  insurance  ?  Send  your  name 
and  address  to  the  Coast  Review  at  once. 

— Chicago. — With  the  aid  of  Hartford  capi- 
tal,  the  Northwestern  F.  &  M.  has  been 
rescued  from  the  bogie  reinsurance  man, 
after  the  control  option  passed.  The  presi- 
dent threatened  to  start  another  company 
and  fight.  He  pays  a  high  price  for  his 
renewed  chance  to  make  good. 

— San  Francisco. — Elsewhere  we  print,  ex- 
clusively, a  compilation  of  San  Francisco 
city  premiums  by  departments  and  agencies, 
with  totals  for  1914  and  1913.  The  Liver- 
pool &  London  &  Globe  again  leads.  Of 
the  58  offices,  only  8  failed  to  report  an 
increase,  and  2  of  the  latter  show  a  decrease 
because  of  new  combinations. 

— 100  Years  Ago. — In  existence  200  years 
ago  were  the  Sun  Insurance  Office  and  Union 
Assurance.  Also  in  existence  100  years  ago 
were  the  Atlas,  Caledonian,  London  Assur- 
ance, Norwich  Union  Fire,  North  British, 
Phoenix  Assurance,  Royal  Exchange  Assur- 
ance, Ins.  Co.  of  North  America,  Provi- 
dence-Washington, Hartford  Fire. 

— Surety  Bonds  and  the  War. — It  is  an  ill  wind 
that  blows  up  no  surety  business.  Supply 
bonds  for  furnishing  goods  to  the  countries 
at  war  are  now  a  lucrative  field  for  the 
bonding  companies.  The  National  Surety 
has  recently  given  a  bond  to  guarantee  a 
contract  of  five  million  dollars  for  furnishing 
supplies.  The  premium  on  this  bond  alone 
was  $17,500. 

— Lecture.  —  The  College  of  Commerce  of 
the  University  of  California  extended  a  gen- 
eral invitation  to  be  present  at  a  public 
lecture  by  Frederick  L.  Hoffman,  statistician 
of  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company  of 
America,  on  the  subject,  "The  Place  of 
Insurance  in  Universal  History,"  delivered 
in  Room  101,  California  Hall,  at  eight 
o'clock,  Thursday  evening,  February  18. 
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Annual  Meeting  of  the  Life  Underwriters 
Association  of  San  Francisco 

Officers  elected:  H.  R.  Hunter,  president; 
Leon  B.  Messier,  vice  president;  Gordon 
W.  Hay,  sec'y-treasurer;  R.  L.  Stephenson, 
O.  0.  Orr,  W.  A.  Wann,  F.  A.  Stolp, 
executive  committee. 


Fidelity-Phenix  Fire 

The  annual  statement  of  this  New 
York  company  shows  $15,395,415  assets,  a 
gain  of  several  hundred  thousand ;  net  sur- 
plus, 14,145,814,  which  is  about  the  same  as 
a  year  ago.  Premiums  $6,553,443,  a  gain 
of  nearly  $300,000. 


American  Life  Convention   Will   Meet   at 
Del   Monte 

The  American  Life  Convention,  composed 
of  104  life  insurance  companies,  has  decided 
by  a  referendum  vote  to  hold  the  annual 
meeting  at  Hotel  Del  Monte,  Monterey, 
California,  from  September  30th  to  October 
2nd.  This  is  the  week  immediately  preced- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  World's  Insurance 
Congress,  which  will  be  held  in  San  Fran- 
cisco under  the  auspices  of  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition  from  Oct. 
4th  to  16th,  inclusive.  Probably  all  of  the 
delegates  to  the  American  Life  Convention 
will  also  be  delegates  to  the  congress,  and 
they  will  adjourn  and  come  to  San  Prancisco 
in  a  body  at  the  conclusion  of  their  sessions. 


California's  Wealth 

Sacramento,  January  25. — California  grew 
richer  by  $118,509,512  during  the  year  1914, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  state  board  of 
equalization  for  the  year  1914.  The  total 
assessed  value  of  all  property  in  the  state 
for  1914  was  $3,232,646,152,  as  against 
$3,114,136,640  for  1913,  an  increase  of  4  per 
cent. 

The  state  has  a  total  single  track  railroad 
mileage  of  11,710.  In  1914  the  average 
assessed  valve  per  mile  of  railroad  was  $779 
against  $788  in  1913. 


The  Marquette  National,  a  promotion, 
begins  with  $300,000  capital  and  double 
that  for  surplus.  Henry  Woessner  is  man- 
ager. 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Organized  1808 


Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  w^ith  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

For  full  information  ivrite  the  Company  at 
LOS  ANGELES,    CALIFORNIA 
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NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  l,  1914) 

NET  SURPLUS,     '' 


Insurance    Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 


$9,980,013.15 


E.  F.  BEDDALL 
President 


N.  S.  BARTOW 
Secretary 


3,961,146.00 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 
Vice-President 


Gross  Assets  T4'  $107,521,857 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  46,783,587 
Net  Surplus  -  -  17,380,987 
Losses  Paid    -    -    260,831,312 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 


Royal 

Insurance 

'^COMPANY/' 


Limited 


DEPARTMENT    OFFICES 
San  Francisco,  Montreal, 


Boston,   New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

t^~  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOGARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.  KELLAM,   Branch   Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING.  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  :  Frank  M.  Gilcrest,  H.  R.  Burke,  J.  K.  Urmston 
J.  B.  Walden,  D.  L.  Stewart,  C.  D.  Gabrielson,  E.  P.  Eldred, 
J.  H.  Banks,  F.  J.  Perry,  J.  T.  O'Brien,  R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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Steamer  Marama's  Narrow  Escape 

San  Francisco,  Jan.  27.— Twenty  miles  off 
her  conrse,  the  Union  Steamship  Company's 
liner  Maraina,  in  from  Sidney,  narrowly 
escaped  being  lost  early  this  morning,  when 
she  fonled  the  rocks  of  Point  Montara,  one 
of  the  crescent  tips  of  Halfmoon  bay. 

There  was  a  dense  fog  at  the  time,  and 
the  Marama  was  feehng  her  way  cautiously 
inshore.  The  roar  of  breakers  suddenly 
made  itself  heard,  and  the  dim  line  of  the 
coast  was  made  out  ahead.  In  swinging 
seaward  the  Marama  grounded  astern  and 
tore  a  hole  in  her  bottom,  but  was  able  to 
get  off  under  her  own  steam. 


Bankers  Life  Issues  New  Bulletin 

The  Bankers  Life  Bulletin  for  Policy- 
holders, published  by  the  Bankers  Life  com- 
pany of  Des  Moines,  makes  it  bow  this 
month  as  a  new  addition  to  the  life  insur- 
ance publications  of  the  nation.  The  Bulletin 
supplants  the  customary  annual  letter  to 
policyholders  and  is  being  mailed  to  each 
of  the  more  than  160,000    members   of  the 


company.  Six  tons  of  paper  are  required 
for  the  edition  and  if  all  the  copies  were 
placed  end  to  end  they  would  cover  a 
distance  of  forty  miles.  Agents  of  the 
company  are  calling  for  thousands  of  extra 
copies  and  the  total  issue  will  be  200,000. 
On  the  front  cover  is  a  picture  of  the  Iowa 
state  capitol  with  this  legend:  "This  is 
where  the  Bankers  Life  Company  has  on 
deposit  in  approved  securities  for  the  pro- 
tection of  its  policyholders  the  sum  of 
$23,246,520.37." 


It  is  announced  that  in  ten  years  50,000 
persons  have  been  killed  and  over  53,000 
injured  while  trespassing  on  American  rail- 
ways. 


Portland,  Feb.  15,  1915.  —  Business  is 
better  than  it  ever  has  been  before.  Num- 
ber of  new  applications  for  insurance  re- 
ceived this  day,  32.  Total  business  in  the 
.32  applications,  $61,500. — L.  Samuel,  general 
manager  Oregon  Life  Insurance  Company. 


1 

Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 

Aiuerican  of  Ne\^ark 

Cliaricred  in  1846 

Capital  Stock      -        -        -      SI, 000,000.00 
Liabilities                 -        -             5,452,043.92 
Special  Reserve  Fund        ■          300.000.00 
Net  Surplus        -        -        -          3,252,859.29 

Total  Assets        -        -    SI  0,004,903.21 

Pacific  Branch  Office,     San  Francisco,   Cal. 

GEORGE  O.  HOADLEY,  Manager 

Thos.  H.  "Williams,  Asst.  Mgr. 

'  1 

1 
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Tke  Travelers  Insurance    Company 


Hartford,  Connecticut 

S.  C.  DUNHAM,  President 

January    1,     1915 


Assets 


Reserves,  and  All  Other  Liabilities 


v   ^  \/i    ^  I  $30  008  390  Life  Reserves $70,200,740 

First  Mortgage  Loans qpju,uuo,J7u  ■     a  i- 

-_  , _-  Life  Reserves,  Claims  in  Adjustment    .  282,460 

Railroad  Bonds      Zb,W/,b/^  Life  Special  Reserves 165.000 

Loans  secured  by  Company's  Policies  .     11,587,321  Accident  and  Health  Premium  Reserve      2,732,076 

Government  and  other  Public  Bonds    .     11,398,139  Accident  and  Health  Claim  Reserves  .  690,993 

„    ,        ,  „      ,  ->  nn  mn       Accident  Catastrophe  Reserve  ....  31 9,26 1 

Railroad  Stocks 3,129,070  ,  w.    V         •    r- 

Liability  and  Workmen  s  L-ompensation 

Oth  is  and  Stocks 3,132,716  Premium  Reserve 3.684,777 

Cash  on  Hand  and  in  Bank 3,100,334       Liability  and  Workmen's  Compensation 

^oo^or^  Claim  Reserves 3,901,646 

Real  Estate 2,289,350       .„.    ,         ,     „  .•       r  »    f       k 

Workmen  s  Compensation  v^atastrophe 

Bank  Stocks 1,611,204                Reserve 1,000,000 

Interest  Accrued 1,223,933  Reserves  for  Taxes,  Rents,  etc.,  and  all 

I  anmoa                 other  Liabilities 1,657,095 

Loans  secured  by  Collateral 309,223  ^^^.^^j $5,000,000 

Deferred  Life  Premiums 708,862       Surplus 8,088,007 

Prems.  in  course  of  collection    ....       2,815,838       Capital   and  Surplus.  13,088,007 

Total  Assets ^97,722,055      Total $97,722,055 

(Value  of  Bonds  on  Amortized  Basis.) 

Reserve  Funds  for  the  Protection  of  Policyholders $  82,976,000 

Total  Payments  to  Policyholders  to  the  End  of  1914 146,534,000 

Paid  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  by  Inspection 

to  the  End  of  1914 Over  2,000,000 

A  fund  of  $1,000,000  is  included  in  the  Reserves  to  cover  the  Catastrophe  Hazard  of  Workmen's  Compensation 

Insurance 

Life  Insurance  in  Force,  December  31,  1914      $348,589,000 


INCOME  FOR  THE  YEAR  OF   1914 

Total  Paid  Premiums $24,704,879 

Total  Income , $28,976,968 

(Re-Insurance  premiums  have  been  deducted  from  the  Premium  Income.)  ' 

Increase  in  Premium  Income  over  1913     $2,286,866 

Increase  in  Total  Income  over  1913    2.530,009 


Paid  under  Policy  Contracts  and  Added  to  Reserves  for  the  Protection 

of  Policyholders,  1914 $20,085,000 

New  Life  Insurance  Paid  for  in   1914 59,511,000 


A.  S.  HOLMAN,  Mgr.  L.  A.  GREENWOOD.  Mgr.         WM.  L.  WALTZ,  Supervising  Agent 

Royal  Insurance  Bldg.  Merchants  National  Bank  Bldg.  White  Building: 

San  Francisco,  Cal.  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  Seattle,  Wash. 
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Glens  Falls  Insurance  Company 

of  Glens  Falls,  New  York 

Abstract  from   65th  Annual  Statement— January  1,  1915 

TOTAL  CASH  ASSETS, $5,559,478  81 

LIABILITIES 

Capital  Stock ^    500,000  00 

Unpaid  Losses 301,834  71 

Reserve  for  Unearned  Premiums 2,562  027  33  ""     ;' 

Reserve  for  Taxes,  Dividends,  etc 68  764  58 

$3,432,626  52 
NET   SURPLUS   OVER  ALL   LIABILITIES       ....       $2,126,852  29 

PoUcyholdors'  Surplus,   $2,626,852.29 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER  &  SONS,  General  Agents  Pacific  Coast 

5  7  6-578    Sacramento  Street,  San   Francisco 

Failures  Old   Landmark  Burns 

January    U.     S.    failures    beat    the  Berkeley,  Jan.  25;  —  A    fire    which 

record,   being  a  thousand    more   than     this  morning  completely  destroyed  the 

in  the  same  month  in  either    1914    or  •,-,  ^u-  xr  *  i    i  th,-  j        j    t-.  i 

^,^    ,^,  ,  ,  ,        ^^^  old  Chicago  Hotel  at  Third  and   Dela- 

1913.   The  total  reported,  nearly  2,900,  ,       ,      •       ^xr    -    -o    i    i 

,     ^^  ',  ware   streets   i  n   West    Berkeley,    re- 

is  a  gam  of  nearly  60  percent.      The ^  i       i      ■■        i        u  •  u    i,         j.      ^ 

,.  ,  .f.  .  ^.-A^^^  !^^>^      r„,  .    ,     ,  moved  a  landmark   which    has    stood 

liabilities  were  $50,000,000.    This  bad  e^^   ,,  •  ,     „.  rriu      u   -i  t 

.  ,      .     '        '       ,          ^  tor   thirty-six   years.       The    building 
condition  oi  business  may  be  reflected  ^^^i^j*      t\     r^    t\  t>   t>         -t 

■^  was  erected  for  Dr.  G.  D.  R.  Baromdis 
in  firG  lossGS  ^  • 

and  was  at  one  time  a  popular  station 

Fatally    Hurt  in   Elevator  ^^  ^^^  j.^^  ^j  ^^^^^^   ^^^^^  ^^^^    ^^^^ 

Los  Angeles,  Feb.  17.— A  man  aged     i^nd  and  Berkeley.      Of   late   it   has 

52  was  today  caught  between  car  and      ^een  unoccupied.     It  is  thought   that 

shaft  walls  as  he  attempted  to  leave  a     the  building  was  fired  by  tramps. 

moving  elevator  in  a  downtown  build-  ^.n,-  •     ^i  • 

-,          i!  i  n     1      X      mi  It  IS  the  year  2465  in  Chinatown^ — 

ing,  and  was  fatally  hurt.      Ihe  mov-  ,            .                 ^   i      ^     ,.     • 

,   .        J    i.1.      -3    1     J!           1  •  the  anniversary  of  the  Confucian  era — 

mg  car   stripped   the  flesh    from    his  ,         ,i   ,  ,                 .  •,        ,.      • 

,               1  ,                      i-  i,i.i           J     1  when  all  debts  are  paid  or  forgiven, 

legs,  and  he    was    so    tightly    wedged  ^ 

between  the    car  and    shaft   that    he  England.— The  National   Provincial 

could  not  be  removed  until  policemen  liquidation  expenses  have  absorbed  all 

had    broken    away    part    of    the    steel  the    assets.        The    lawyers    take    the 

structure  of  the  elevator.  kernel. 
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Main  Offices 

56  Cedar  Street 


ORGANIZED 

APRIL  13th,  1853 


THE    HOME 

Insurance    Company 

NEW  YORK 


ELBRIDGE   G.   SNOW, 
President 


The  completion  of  SIXTY  YEARS 
finds  THE  HOME  in  the  premier  posi- 
tion among  the  Insurance  Companies  of 
the  world  not  only  in  respect  of  FIRE 
ASSETS  and  SURPLUS  to  POLICY- 
HOLDERS— but  with  an  unexcelled  rec- 
cord  for  fair  dealing  In  every  emergency 
as  well  as  in  ordinary  routine — with  an 
unsurpassed  equipment,  and  with  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  readiness  to  serve 
the  public,  its  agents  and  brokers. 
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San   Rafael   Alarmed  by  Series  of    Fires 

San  Rafael,  Jan.  27. — Four  fires  of 
unknown  origin  in  as  many  days,  the 
latest  occurring  last  night,  have  started 
Sheriff  J.  J.  Keating  and  the  local 
police  on  a  vigorous  hunt  for  a  supposed 
'  'fire  hug. ' '  Last  night's  blaze  started 
in  an  unoccupied  barn  in  West  San 
Rafael  and  seriously  menaced  the  Leon 
Sloss  mansion,  which  was  saved  from 
damage  only  after  the  hardest  kind  of 
work  by  the  firemen. 

The  victims  of  the  other  three  fires 
are  E.  Q.  Smith,  Albert  Webber  and 
John  Steiner. 

Oakland,  Feb.  3.  —  New  $10,000 
home  of  Dr.  David  Haddon,  Rock 
Ridge  district,  new  house,  contractor 
had  not  yet  turned  over.  Only  one 
stream  of  water  available.  Loss  about 
total. 


Visalia,  Feb.  2.  —  Overland  motor 
stage  to  Porterville  was  burned  today, 
through  poor  "ignition. ' '  No  passenger 
hurt. 

Bunker  Hill,  Or.,  Feb.  17.  —  The 
3-story  fire-trap  bunk  house  of  the  C. 
A.  Smith  mills  burned  so  rapidly  this 
morning  that  six  workmen  were  burned 
to  death.     There  was  no  fire  escape. 

F.  F.  Mutzenbecher,  reins,  man  in 
Hamburg,  has  been  decorated  with 
the  iron  cross  for  heroic  conduct. 

Helena. — W.  W.  McCormick  is  now 
state  fire  marshal. 

Maricopa,  Cal.,  Feb.  1. — Capt.  Weed 
house,  on  Conservation  lease,  near 
here,  burned  today  at  noon.  It  was 
built  before  the  town  site  of  Maricopa 
was  laid  out. 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,   ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid  Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY  PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Manager 

R.   C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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ARE  YOU  PLEASED?         I 

TF  NOT.  SEE 


US 


POLICIES    UP  TO   TME    MIINUTE 

LIFE,  ACCIDENT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE  " 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldg.  LOS    AlVGELES,  CAL. 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1914,  -  -        -        $26,525,973.85 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1914,      -  -        -        -       8,048,522.13 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1914,       -         10,048,522.13 

Losses  Paid,  Over 167,060,500.00 

H.   R.   MANN,   Manager 
F.   M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Managers 
Paific    Coast  Department:    339-341    Sansome    St..    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  :  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg.  Seattle,  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash.—  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco— A.  C.  Anderson, 
447  Douglas  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  UNCORPO RATED  1833) 

(EIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,889,181.35 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,161,272.95 

Surplus $727,U08Ab 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

34  0  California  Street,         -        -        -         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


MARINE  sank  in  Mission  bay,  S.    F.    Feb.    2. 

The     schr    Defender,    from    S.    F.,  She  had  several  hundred  tons  of   coal 

ashore  on  the  Hawaiian  coast.  aboard. 

LIFE 

The    famous  old    steamer    City     of 

Panama,  which  was  recently  converted  The  Germania  Life  is  issuing  a  new 

into  a  coal  barge,  sprang   a   leak    and  family  protection  policy. 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell  Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fair  Commissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  Policyholders 


— In  short :   A  good,  all-round, 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  v^ith. — 
Write  for  full  information  today — 
HOME    OFFICE  —  SEATTLE 


LIFE 
HEALTH 
ACCIDENT 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


LIFE 

The  Consolidated  of  Portland  has 
ceased. 

The  New  World  Life  folks  meet  in 
San  Francisco  October  3. 

The  Philadelphia  Life  is  one  of  the 
twisters  that  have  been  caught  —  in 
California. 

Cincinnati  life  companies  are  scrap- 
ping. 

FIRE 

Junction  City,  Or.,  Feb.  2L— Seven 
stores  and  a  hotel  burned  today,  with 
^25,000  loss. 

The  insurance  commissioners  stand- 
ard form,  to  succeed  the  New  York 
form,  will  be  modified  a  little,  and 
will  be  submitted  to    the    legislatures 


next  winter.  The  commissioners  would 
save  trouble  by  adopting  the  California 
standard  form,  which  is  proving  very 
satisfactory. 

Portland,  Feb.  14. — Adler  hotel  and 
several  stores  burned.  Feb.  21. — Seven 
losers  at  today's  fire  at  6th  and  Wash- 
ington street.  Flames  started  in  the 
Merchants  Trust  building. 
GENERAL 
Acquitted 

Wilson  and  Wilbrand,  charged  with 
embezzling  $17,600  from  Louis  Rosen- 
thal, were  acquitted  within  five  min- 
utes. 

If  you  think  this  is  a  free  country, 
learn  something  by  offending  a  labor 
union  boss. 


Success  is  Composed 

of  about  one  per  cent,  opportunity  and 
ninety  -  nine  per  cent.  work.     Are  you 
willing  to  work  ? 
We  Want  Agents. 
THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST  F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  Office,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

Incorporated  as  a  Stock  Company  by  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 
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Two  Commissioners  Wrangle 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  Feb.  1.— Chas. 
G.  Revelle,  Missoviri  state  superin- 
tendent o  f  insurance,  has  issued  a 
reply  and  challenge  to  Rufus  M.  Potts, 
Illinois  state  superintendent  of  insur- 
ance, who  in  a  statement  declared  he 
understood  the  report  of  the  Missouri 
Insurance  Commission  on  proposed 
remedial  insurance  legislation  was 
written  by  a  representative  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 


Revelle  brands  as  "  unqualifiedly 
false"  this  statement,  and  challenges 
Potts  to  bring  about  an  investigation, 
saying,  "If  the  charge  is  found  to  be 
true  I  will  immediately  resign  and 
pay  all  costs  of  the  investigation, 
giving  bond  therefor,  and  if  found 
incorrect  you  resign  and  pay  all  costs 
of  investigation." 

The  Bankers  Life  Co.  advertises  tliat  no 
company  helps  its  agents  more. 


GOOD    AGENTS   WANTED 

THE 

West    Coast    Life    Insurance    Co. 

Home  Office  :  West  Coast  Life  Building,  Northwest  Corner 
Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets,  San  Francisco 


ORIGINAL    AND    ATTRACTIVE 
ORDINARY    AND    INDUSTRIAL 

Policies  Which  Meet  With  Instant  Favor 

OFFICERS-  THOS.   L.   MILLER,   President 

C.   O.   G.    MILLER,   Vice-President 

JULIAN  SONNTAG,  second  Vice-President 

WILLIAM  C.  HAMMOND,  Secretary 


Health  and  Accident  Insurance— Automobile  Liability 

^_^  ^  and  Property  Damage  Burglary. 

«-^       /I     .       t^    a  M  X  J  KIMBALL  C.  ATWOOD,  President 

WILFRID  C.  POTTER,  Secretary 

Assets,  January  1.  1914 $2,981,585  43 

Surplus  and    Reserve    (including 
^  ^^  Capital)  for  the  Protection  of 

'1^  C/?  ^^  Policyholders 2,608,958  71 

^i^yCr  Claims  Paid.  Over 9,000,000  00 

OF  NEW  voRK.  Voluntary  Reserve  for  Contingencies  100,000  00 

HEALTH    AND     ACCIDENT    POLICIES 

The  Best  Insurance  for  Business  and  Professional  Men  The  Easiest  Insurance  for  Agents  to  sell 

Liberal  Commissions  and  Renewal  Contracts  to  Good  Men 

GEO.  C.   FARRELL,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Dept. 

456.457-45S  Mills  Building;,  San  Francisco 
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1792~^*^^  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE— tnt^ 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS, $17,938,783.51 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF     PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,288,274.81 


PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER.  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore. 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


That  Terrible   Tariff 

Congressman  Denver  S.  Church  — 
what  a  name! — writes  us,  January  13: 

"I  am  sending  you  herewith,  H.  R. 
20,697,  a  bill  I  recently  filed,  which 
Sets  forth  what,  in  my  opinion,  is  a 
workable  plan  for  a  non-political  tariff 
board. 

"While  the  proposed  commission  is 
somewhat  larger  than  I  would  like  to 
have  it,  I  believe  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  should  be  represented 
on  the  same,  and  for  this  reason  have 
written  it  so  each  of  the  twelve  Federal 
Reserve  districts  shall  have  represen- 
tation. 

"The  expense  of  maintaining  this 
commission  is  of  little  importance 
when  compared  with  the  terrible  loss 
occasioned     bv    the     exercise    of   the 


present  method.  Under  the  present 
plan  the  business  interests  of  the 
country  are  continually  subjected  to 
the  whims  and  changes  of  political 
parties,  and  to  new  legislation  often 
enacted  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  political  pledges  made  dur- 
ing the  closing  hour  of  heated  and  ill- 
tempered  national  conventions. 

"Under  the  present  plan,  during 
the  years  when  Presidential  and  Con- 
gressional elections  are  on,  uncertainty 
and  business  stagnation  can  be  seen 
and  felt  on  every  hand,  which  occa- 
sions more  financial  loss  each  year, 
than  the  expense  of  maintaining  a 
tariff  commission  for  .several  decades." 

Mr.  Denver  Colorado  Church  of 
California  is  inconsiderate.  How  can 
a  politician  get  office  if  there  be  no 
politics  in  the  tariff? 
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FIRE  AUTOMOBILE    f 

NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance    Company  |j| 

Assets,     -     $6,916,921.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -      $3,503,411.00      ! 

DETROIT    FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company  | 

Assets,     -     $2,278,039.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,574,706.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS  I 

™i     Assets,  -  $10,742,403.00    Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,862,302.00 
EDWIIN     PARRISH,    Manager 

Pacific  Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco 


wm 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energretic  men 
capable  of   producing  paid-for  Insurance  in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance    Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 

ARTHUR    L.  BATES.  President 

Address     Albert  E.  Awde,   Supt.  of  Agencies 
7  W.  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  Hi. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 

Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

T.  H.    McAllis,    Manager,    Sherlock     Bldg.. 
Portland.  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Seattle, 
Wash. 

J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


A  distinguished  merchant  and  public 
man  of  San  Francisco — once  an  effect- 
ive leader  in  non-partisan  civic  duties 
Fairfax  Whelan,  is  now  nearing  his 
last  hours,  in  southern  California,  we 
are  told. 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1869. 


Statement,  January  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,     -     -     -     $1,000,000  00 

Assets, 7,284,654  80 

Net  Surplus,     -     -     -       2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 

California  for  October  last  had  per- 
centages as  follows:  Death,  12.4; 
marriage,  11.7;  birth,  16.4.  There 
were  2,915  deaths,  or  about  10  per 
1,000. 

Practical  men  are  i)eeved.  Our  legis- 
lature is  in  session. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

(LIMITED^ 

Of  London,  England 
With  which  is  Incorporated  the 

rlancKester  Assurance  Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,    •     ■    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,826,707.00 


Office:     100-106    Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  H.  PALACHE,  Assistant  IVfanaser 


FIRE 

Fire  at    Walla    Walla 

Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  Jan.  27.  — St. 
Mary's  hospital,  built  by  the  Catholic 
church  fifty  years  ago,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  today.  The  loss  is  $40,000. 
When  the  fire  broke  out  on  the  second 
floor,  David  Broughel  was  on  the 
operating  table,  but  the  surgeons  finish- 
ed the  operation  before  transferring 
him  to  another  hospital. 

The  building  was  a  frame  structure, 
and  the  flames  spread  with  great  rapid- 


ity. There  were  forty-five  patients  in 
the  institution,  but  all  were  rescued 
and  taken  to  other  hospitals  and  homes 
in  automobiles.  The  mercury  was 
within  a  few  degrees  of  zero,  and  the 
patients  suffered  from  the  cold  before 
new  quarters  were  found  for  them. 

At  1  o'clock  Fire  Chief  William  Metz 
gave  up  hope  of  saving  any  part  of  the 
structure,  and  as  all  the  patients  and 
nurses  were  accounted  for,  he  ordered 
the  firemen  to  abandon  the  fight  and 
let  the  building  burn. 
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SURETY 

The  Southwestern  Surety  Company 
of  Denison,  Texas,  is  branching  out. 
It  recently  reinsured  the  San  .Antonio 
Companj', 

LIFE 

The  Montana  Life  wrote  S3, 5 17,500 
new  business  last  year.  It  will  enter 
Idaho  soon.  The  company  is  gaining 
in  net  surplus.     This  is  remarkable. 


"Western    state? 
son. 


should    learn    a    les- 


The  Anchor  Life  of  Kansas  City  grew 
weary  of  the  woful  life  business  early 
and  dodging  the  International  ran 
straight  into  the  arms  of  the  Farmers 
Life  of  Colorado. 

Los  Angeles. — The  new  Los  Angeles  Life 
expects  to  begin  business  here  soon,  with 
about  400  stockholders. 


NEW 


NEW 


MONTHLY  INCOME  BONDS 

A  new  idea  added  to  the  Popular  Monthly 
Installment  Insurance.  Gives  the  Agent  a 
ready  opening  by  gaining  the  prospect's  will- 
ing attention.  Complete  Line,  Life,  Limited 
Pay,  Endo\N'ments 

For  Contracts,  address  I   A.  Ewing,  General  Manager,  or  Chas.  A.  Cohen. 
Supervisor  of  Agencies,  Home  Office 

SAN    FRANCISCO   LIFE    INSURANCE   COMPANY 

San  Francisco,   California 

Southern  California  Territory,  Address  W.  H.  Cramer,  President 
SOLTHERN  AGENCY  COMPANY 
1129  Marsh-Strong  Bldg..  Los  Angeles.  Cal. 

Territory  in  Washington,  Oregon.  California.  Arizona.  Nevada 


NEW 


NEW 


ORGANIZED    179  7 

The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 

Assets,  Over $13,000,000.00 

Losses  Paid,   Over $100,000,000.00 

Pacific    Department  : 
J.   L.    FULLER,    Manager 


FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


33  2  Pine  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
430  California  St..        -  •       San  Francisco, 

A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 


Cal. 
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HOMi:  LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

OF    NEW    YORK 

An  examination  of  the  Home  Life  of  New  York  by  the  New  York  Insurance 
Department,  the  report  on  which  has  just  been  issued,  shows  the  Company  to  be  in 
splendid  condition  in  every  respect  with  an  excellent  record  in  all  of  its  relations  with 
policyholders.     The  chief  examiner  closes  the  report  on  the  examination  as  follows: 

"From  the  above  report  it  is  apparent  that  the  company  is  efficiently  managed, 
its  claims  under  its  policies  promptly  settled  and  its  policyholders  treated  fairly." 

During  the  period  under  examination  the  Home  Life  has  experienced  a  steady 
and  sound  growth,  its  assets  now  pearly  $30,000,000,  being  well  over  five  miUions 
greater  than  in  1909  and  the  insurance  in  force  having  increased  from  $92,532,533  in 
the  year  mentioned  to  over  $116,000,000  in  1913. 

For  Agency  apply  to  GEO.  W.  MURRAY,  Supt.  of  Agts., 

256  BROADWAY.  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


The  FRANKFORT 

General  Insurance  Co. 

Established  1865  Entered  United  States  1896 

U.  S,  Department,  123  William  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Workmen's  Compensation 

Workmen's  Collective 

Liability 

Burglary 

Personal  Accident  and  Health 

Industrial  Accident  and  Health 

Agents  Wanted  For  Unoccupied  Territory 
Apply  to  New  York  office  or  to 

WALTER  A.  CHOWEN, 

Resident  Secretary 
340  Sansome  Street  San  Francisco 

Central  California  Agency 

BEN  LEONARD  COMPANY 

617  "J"  St.,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

Southern  California  Agency 

CONSOLIDATED  AGENCY  COMPANY 

334  Central  Building,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast  Review  for   Special  Offer  to 

new  subscribers. 
TO    POST    MASTER:     You   are   authorized  to 

receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 
TO    HOTEL    KEEPER:  You  are  authorized    to 

receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 

FIRE 

Tonopah,  Feb.  15.  —  Serious  fire  in 
a  slope  off  the  1166  feet  level  in  Bel- 
mont mine. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  Pittaburo,  Pa. 

Cash  Capital.  -         -         -        .        -        $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,         -       -        -      1,545,227.00 

Assets, 4,136,638.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department,  604  Merchants  Ex.,  S.  F. 

FIELD   REPRESENTATIVES: 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF,  Northern  California. 
604  Merchants  Exchange,  S.  F. 

E.  W.  HALL,  Bay  Counties, 
500  Syndicate  Bldg.,  Oaliland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California, 
302  Stimson  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon,  British  Columbia  and 
Western  Washington,     722  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE.  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 
Washington,    Address— Spokane,  Wash, 


Build  Your  Own  Business 

under    our    direct    general    agency 
/m      contract.     This  is  a  liberal  propo- 
W      sition  for  which  men  of  ability  can 
qualify.       A  few    exceptional    op- 
portunities   are    open  at    present. 
For  particulars,  address: 

JOHN  F.  ROCHE,  Vice-President 

The  Manhattan  Life 

Insurance  Co.       organized  isso 

66  Broadway,  New  York 
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*  .  rf--      ^g.     ^i    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

/XmCriCan    \_dltrai  of  St.   Louis  Established   1853 

Assets,  $5,366,214       Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $2,933,696        Losses  Paid,  $26,531,745 

Cf-       r^^MMt    F-  &  M-  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^l.     r^dUl  Qf  St.  Paul,   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets,  $10,249,327    Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $3,963,857       Losses  Paid,  $44,006,102 


LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 
m.M  ^trit^    F-  &  M-  UNDERWRITERS.       Minnocnfa     UNDERWRITERS 

Mercantile         „!  st.  louis  Minnesota      „,  st.  Paui 

Assets $5,366,214  Assets     $10,249,327 

Surplus  to  Policyholders   .2,933,696  Surplus  to  Policyholders   .3,963,857 

TERRITORY — California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department:— 22,^  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION  LOSSES 

Cash  Capital.  •  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  •  $9,154,808.16 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,558,864.84  Policyholders  Surplus,       3,308,864.84 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

(Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia.) 
Total  Assets,  -  $26,907,330.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  $12,185,135.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906,        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AOENTS  : 

T.  F.  O'GRADY,  San  Francisco:  GEO.  F.  STANIFORD,  Los  Angeles: Portland 

315  California  Street,  -  -  -  San  Francisco 


FIRE  south    end   of   the    city,    causing   an 

Massachusetts  shows  the  highest  1914  estimated  loss  of  $30,000.      The   fire 

loss  ratio.  burned  furiously,    threatening  several 

The    unlucky    Dixie  has   reinsured  large  factories  near  by,  but  a  general 

in  the  Hartford  Fire  all  its   business  alarm  brought  the  apparatus  and  men 

except   Virginia    and    the    Carolinas.  from  all  parts   of  the   city,    and   the 

The  Dixie  has  been  a  game  loser  from  fire  was  confined  to  the  plant  in  which 

the  start.  it  started. 

Sash  and  Door  Fire  The  Anchor  Fire  of  Iowa  has  rein- 
Seattle,  Feb.  10.— Fire   early  today  ^"^®^- 

destroyed  the  plant  of  the  Bailey-Du-  The  Forest  City  Fire  of  Illinois  has 

bois  Sash  and  Door  Company,  in  the  been  retired. 
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Pacific  Department,  Insurance  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

CONNECTICUT 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

OF 

FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

OF 

HARTFORD 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ,  J.  SMITH, 

GUY  FRANCIS, 

Manager 

Asst.  Manager 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

r.  &i  M.  Ins.  Co. 

of  SpringHeld,   Mass. 

Larsest   Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered  by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets    $10,943,902  88 

Total  Liabilities 8,612,529  02 

Net  Surplus 2,331,373  86 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4, 331,313.86 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,009,892  77 

Total  Liabilities 1,401,859  21 

Net  Surplus     608,036  56 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,108,033.56 


OFFICE:    KOHL    BUILDING, 

Corner  California  and  Montgomery  Streets,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager        JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst.  Manager 

SUPERINTENDENTS    OF  AGENCIES 

F.J.  R.WEBBER       GEO.  C.  CODDING        L.B.ROGERS      J.  E.  CRANDALL       C.H.ANDERSON 
FRANK  H.  YOUNG  H.  K.  NOuRSE 


In  twenty  years  the  gold  production     percent.     It  now  averages  81,260,000 
of  the  world  has  increased  about    125     a  day. 
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FIDELITY 

C.   F.    Baker,    Convicted    Cashier,    Tells 
How  He  Robbed   National    Bank 

Charles  F.  Baker,  former  assistant 
cashier  of  the  Crocker  National  Bank, 
San  Francisco,  told  how  he' was  able 
to  loot  the  securities  vault  of  that  in- 
stitution and  carry  on  the  stock  specu- 
lation that  landed  him  in  the  peni- 
tentiary, in  a  deposition  filed  in  the 
superior  court  last  week. 

Baker,  who  is  serving  a  ten  -  year 
sentence  at  San  Quentin  for  the  em- 
bezzlement of  $96,000  in  securities, 
made  the  deposition  in  prison.  The 
deposition  was  to  be  used  in  the  suit 
brought  by  Lloyds  of  London,  through 
the  Crocker  National  Bank,  against 
the  brokerage  firm  of  E.  F.  Hutton  & 
Co.  for  the  recovery  of  the  stolen  se- 
curities. The  suit  was  recently  com- 
promised for  $35,000  by  Hutton  &  Co., 
who  were  brokers  for  Baker  in  his 
speculation. 

The  securities  were  kept  in  a  cabi- 
net inside  a  vault.  There  were  separate 
combinations  to  the  vault  and  interior 
cabinet.  Baker  had  both  combina- 
tions, and  he  could  at  any  time  take 
out  whatever  securities  he  pleased  with- 
out consulting  his  superiors  or  sub- 
ordinates. 

Since  the  discovery  of  his  defalca- 
tions an  entirely  new  system  has  been 
installed  at  the  bank.  This  is  a  "two- 
man"  system,  and  neither  a  subordi- 
nate nor  the  highest  officer  in  the 
bank  is  now  able  to  gain  access  to  the 
securities  vault  without  having  a  de- 
tailed checking  memorandum  placed 
on  record  against  them  in  pairs. 

Fidelity  insurers  who  guarantee 
bank  employees  should  assure   them- 


selves that  no  one  man  is  permitted  to 
enter  vault  and  handle  securities. 
AUTOMOBILE 
The   Tokio    is    writing    automobile 
business  in  the  Middle  West. 

The    new    Capital     City    Fire    will 
write  automobiles  for  the  Travelers. 
The  Automobile  Co.  will  write  fire. 
FIRE 
A  Big  Conflagration   Possible 

Assistant  Chief  McDonnell  of  the 
Chicago  fire  department  last  week  sub- 
mitted to  a  city  council  committee 
some  figures  on  frame  building  fires. 
Between  1894  and  1914  there  were  69 
"communicating"  fires  which  spread 
to  817  buildings.  Thirty  -  four  build- 
ings have  been  destroyed  by  fire 
spreading  from  a  single  frame  struc- 
ture. In  1892  two  blocks  of  frame 
buildings  were  destroyed  in  the  same 
way.  In  eight  frame  building  fires  a 
total  of  195  buildings  was  destroyed. 

He  told  where  nine  frame  buildings 
on  Buckingham  place  were  destroyed 
and  the  fire  checked  by  a  single  brick 
structure.  The  number  of  wooden 
buildings  is  enormous  and  the  con- 
flagration possibilities  are  still  large. 

In  Chicago,  frame  buildings  pay  75 
cents  and  bricks,  30  cts.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  prohibit  the  erection  of  any 
more  wooden  buildings  in  that  city. 

San  Francisco,  Feb.  17.  —  S.  F. 
Casket  Co.,  four-story,  621  Guerrero, 
destroyed  by  fire. 

Vina,  Cal.,  Feb.  16.  —  Four  build- 
ings in  Chinatown  burned,  with  $7,500 
loss.     Defective  flue. 

Ogema,  Sask.,  Jan.  27. — New  Eng- 
land hotel  and  adjacencies  burned. 
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GENERAL 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs 
in  California  average  about  two  per 
day.  Many  of  the  victims  come  from 
other  states,  less  for  an  impossible  cure 
than  for  postponement  of  death. 

The  Italian  government  has    a   salt 


monopoly.  The  tax  is  so  high  that 
farmers  cannot  afford  to  salt  their 
cattle.  At  the  seaside  you  are  not 
allowed  to  carry  a  bucket  of  seawater 
to  your  room  for  a  bath.  The  coasts 
have  patrols  to  prevent  the  people  from 
evaporating  seawater. 


The  Pioneer  Germam  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

^amb  ur^  -^  remen 

^ire  insurance  Compam/ 

HAMBURG,  GERMANY 

U.  S.  BRANCH   STATEMENT.   DECEMBER  31,   1914 


ASSETS 

State  Bonds $     20,425  00 

Municipal  and  Railroad  Bonds 1,581,410  21 

Cash  in  Banks 79,016  27 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection 195,785  42 


LIABI LITIES 

Reserve  for  Reinsurance $1,116,384  75 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses 165,005  00 

Reserve  for  Taxes  and  all  other  Liabilities       35,000  00 
Surplus 560,247  15 


$1,876,636  90 
Cash  Assets  in  the  United  States,         .... 
Deposited  with  Insurance  Departments  and  Trustees, 
Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States  over    .... 


$1,876,636  90 

$1,876,636  90 

1,626,835  21 

28,000,000  00 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 


Insurance  in  force,  90,033  Policies  for 


$228,305,763 


WHAT  NO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay    to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,   Dividends,  Surrender 

Values,  Annuities   and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 

It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 

Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1,1846,  to  Dec.  31, 1914              ...           -  $294,743,273.70 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period           -           -           -  304,068,509.45 

Excess  of  amount  returned 9,325,235.75 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 


Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation 

Organized  1910 


New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1826 

North  River  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1822 


United  States  Fire  Insurance  Company    organized  i824 

WM.    W.  ALVERSON,  Manager 

3  7  4    Pine  Street,        .        .        -        -        San  Francisco,  California 


Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 


c       .  ,  ,        »    *  R.  R.  Roper.  San  Francisco       A.  M.  Lovelace.  Portland 
Special  Agents  ,  ^  g  Keleher,  Los  Angeles       W.  T.  Booth,  Spokane 


AMPLE  FACILITIES  for  Handling 
Large  Li<i6s. 


90  The   Coast   Review 


Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

••The    Oldest  Scottish  Insurance  Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE :       Caledonian  Building,  50-52  Pine  St..  Ne>»  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOICH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATrVES  : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIN,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREX  CAMPBELL,  Special  Agt.  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.    PAUL  ST.  JOHS,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK  ' 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  A'.    Y. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  DECEMBER   31,  1914 

Assets $11,858,729  53 

Liabilities 8,319,608  72 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,539,120  81 

Losses  Paid  to  December  31,  1914     .      .    .    48,580,800  32 
This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 

Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary,  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public.  Teams  Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage  >.  Automobile  <  Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision  ,  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

(  California— CHAS.  J.  BOSWORTH.  General  Agent.  Merchants  Exchange. 
Pacific  Coast  Department*  \  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— .^^EELEY  <fc  CO..  Ill  S.  loth 
(  St.,  Tacoma;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of    LONDON" 

Cash    Assets,      .      .      .     $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECIAL  AGEN'TS  — C.  W.  RoHRER.  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Rod  E.  S.mith.  Portland.  Oregon: 
T.  S.  Hk.\th.  Denver:  .T.  E.  JoHSSEN,  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinmaxn.  B. L.  Penfield.  San  Francisco. 
Percy  J.  Perry.  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL.  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIS,  City  yfanager 

Wm.  Hackett.  Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch — Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


Bather  Touches  Electric  Bulb  and  Dies  tub  of  water,  took  hold  of  an  extension 

Bakersfield,  Cal.,  Jan.   30.  —  While  electric  light  and  was  knocked   down, 

taking   a    bath    last    evenino:,     Harry  He   was    dead  when  doctors    arrived. 

Nelson,  a  linotjije  operator,   wa^  elec-  There  were  two   small    burns    on    the 

tro-killed.      Nelson,   standing    in    the  body. 
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From 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

A  Book  of  Instructions.     For  Local  Agents. 

Cloth  Bound.    Price  $1.50. 

CONCURRENT   POLICIES 

All  policies  covering  the  same  risk  should  be  concur- 
rent. 

ELECTRICAL   RISK 

Policy  on  electrical  appliances  in  use  should  have  a 
special  exemption  clause.     See  "Clauses." 

PRINTING    OR   LITHOGRAPHING   ESTABLISH- 
MENTS 

A  policy  on  a  printing,  lithographing  or  other  similar 
establishment  should  be'written  to  cover  a  specific  amount — 
on  printing  presses  and  other  fixed  and  movable  machinery, 
implements,  tools,  furniture  and  fixtures — on  type — on 
lithographic  stones  —  on  stock  and  supplies,  and  work 
finished  and  in  process  of  completion . 

In  all  policies  covering  such  establishments,  the  follow- 
ing clause  shall  be   inserted:    "Permission  is  granted  to 
keep  on  the  w^ithin  described  premises  not  exceeding  one 
gallon  in  all  of  gasoline,  naphtha  or  benzine." 
BE   LOYAL 

Loyalty  is  the  keynote  of  permanent  success  and 
lasting  self-respect.  The  Agent  should  be  loyal  to  his 
Company,  and  thereby  he  can  not  fail  to  be  loyal  to  his 
customer,  the  insured.  It  is  the  Agent's  business,  duty 
and  profit  to  represent  and  never  to  misrepresent  his 
Company. 

"READ  YOUR   POLICY" 

The  Agent  should  always  be  careful,  especially  after  a 
loss,  not  to  commit  his  Company  in  any  way  which  might 
affect  its  liability.  He  should  be  discreet.  The  best 
advice  to  the  policyholder  and  claimant  should  be  this: 
Read  your  policy. 


(58) 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FOUR  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  ^  Mercantile 

Insurance   Company  Of  London  and  Edinburgh 

Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 

ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH  SIO   HO  70i  Oft 

(which  are  but  a  siall  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Co.)  ^  V,  1 0  V,  /  y4.UU 

E.  G.  BICHAUBS,  Manager 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  Representatives: 

E  J  Young.  201  American  Bank  Bldg..  Seattle :  P.  W.  Gedney.  5W  Empire  State  Bldg  .  Spokane.Wash. ; 
E  C  Willey,  1&4-5  Tremont  St.,  Denver.  Colo.  :C.  Harris.  515  Title  Ins.  Bid?.. Los  Angeles;  H.  E.  Smith, 
224  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland,  Or.;    G.  W.  Dearborn,  F.  J.  Schoeneman.  C.  F.  Milliman,  San  Francisco. 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

THEN 
Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company,  Are  you  represented  here?  Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there.  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Harm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an   applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."    "My  business  is  chiefly ." 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad  hand  and  the  warm 
eye  They  will  pay  you  a  handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

insurance    Company 
Of    Great    Britain. 

Organized  IS'Jl, 


North  American  Branch: 

Hartford,   Conn. 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 


FiELD     REPRESENTATIVES! 

FRED  W.  GASTON,  Tacoma,  Wash.. 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia. 

JOHN  M.  HOPKINS,  State  Agent, 

JOHN  L.  REAMS,  Special  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric   Bldg..  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUNDSON,   Realty  Building. 

Spokane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco,  CaL, 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  .\rizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE: 

409  California  Street 


Construction  of  the  model  marine 
camp  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Interna- 
tional Exposition  has  begun.  Three 
companies  of  marines  have  been  organ- 
ized as  a  battalion  under  the  command 
of  Major  J.  T.  Myers  and  have    been 


assigned  to  duty  at  the  exposition. 
Among  their  many  duties  will  be  the 
one  of  acting  as  the  exposition  guard 
of  honor.  In  addition  to  this  battalion 
the  exposition  already  has  more  than 
400  trained  and  uniformed  guards. 
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Salt  Lake  City 

For  the  month  of  December  the 
clearings  of  Salt  Lake  City  totaled 
831,526,043.  The  total  for  the  year 
1914  was  $314,533,105.  These  are 
healthy  records,  and  have  held  up 
under  the  strain  of  the  past  year  better 
than  the  clearings  of  the  average  city 
of  the  United  States. 

More  than  38,000,000  acres   of   the 


finest  wheat  lands  in  the  world  (almost 
equal  to  the  entire  present  wheat  acre- 
age of  the  United  States)  lie  within  a 
300-mile  radius  from  Salt  Lake  City 
and  are  tributary  to  it.  This  is  the 
chief  of  many  causes  for  Salt  Lake's 
greatness  to  come. 

In  1914  631  one-story  dwellings 
went  up  in  Salt  Lake — a  gain  of  88 
percent. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  IVIanager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (Incorporated  i85i ) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Sui'2)Iits $1,053,889.00 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

3^0    CALIFORNIA   STREET        -        -        -        SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER,  SCOTT  &  HENLEY,  Managers. 


Total  Assets  Represented  over  $20,000,000 


Svea 

Insurance  Company 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural 

Insurance  Company 

Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire 

Insurance  Company 
of  New  York 


Hamilton  Fire 

Insurance  Co 

of  New  Yo 

Globe  Underwriters 


Insurance  Company 

of  New  York 


of  New  York 


EDWARD    BROWN   &    SONS 

General   Agents  Pacific   Coast  Department 

202  -  204  Sanaome  St.,     San  Francisco 


22,000     EDITION 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
12th   EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey  Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.50 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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SURETY 

The  National  Surety  has  written  a 
$1,000,000  bond  on  the  Colorado  state 
treasurer. 

PLATE    GLASS 

The  Plate  Glass  Exchange  of  New 
York  has  been  organized,  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  state  insurance  de- 
partment. The  plate  glass  business 
has  been  worse  demoralized  in  the 
metropolis  than  elsewhere  or  ever. 

Cashmere,  Wash.,  Jan.  23. — Hallum 
&  Birmingham  store  destroyed  yester- 
day. 

Nahcotta,  Wash.,  Jan.  27.  —  Nine 
buildings  burned.  Fire  started  i  n 
vacant  hotel  belonging  to  Mrs.  James 
Petit. 

COMPENSATION 

It  is  now  proposed  to  regularly  in- 
vestigate the  state  insurance  schemes 
also,  by  disinterested  outsiders. 

Query  on  Acquisition   Cost 

Insurance  Superintendent  Frank 
Hasbrock  of  the  New  York  Insurance 
Department  has  addressed  a  circular 
letter  to  all  companies  writing  work- 
men's compensation  and  liability  in- 
surance, wherein  he  requires  that  these 
companies  "show  by  strict  accounting 
that  it  is  keeping  the  acquisition  ex- 
pense" within  the  limit  of  173^  per- 
cent. It  is  believed  that  this  inquiry 
is  the  result  of  the  Department  catch- 
ing some  company,  which  has  been 
paying  excessive  rates  to  agents  and 
brokers  on  this  class  of  business. — The 
Surveyor. 

LIABILITY 

The  Emploj^ers  Liability  has  re- 
entered Nebraska. 


ACCIDENT 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the 
Kansas  legislature  providing  that  the 
state  issue  life  insurance  to  its  citizens, 
and  providing  also  for  accident,  sick- 
ness, old  age  and  investment  insur- 
ance. The  insurance  superintendent 
is  to  be  manager  of  the  fund,  and 
applications  are  to  be  received  by 
banks,  county  clerks  o  r  municipal 
officials,  who  are  allowed  25  cents  for 
each  application  and  1  percent  on  the 
first  premium. 

Midwinter     Health     and     Accident 
Conference 

The  mid-winter  meeting  of  the  Con- 
ference will  be  held  at  the  Planters 
Hotel,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  Febru- 
ary 24th  and  25th.  The  National 
Mutual  Union  will  hold  its  meeting  at 
the  same  place  on  the  day  before, 
February  23rd. 

A  very  high  class  program  for  the 
mid-winter  meeting  has  been  arranged. 
An  exceptionally  large  number  of 
important  matters  will  be  up  for  con- 
sideration at  the  mid-winter  meeting. 

Woman  Victim  of  Odd  Accident 
Pinole,  Jan.  25. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Dalton 
was  seriously  and  probably  fatally  in- 
jured in  her  home  here  today  when 
her  hair  became  ensnared  in  the 
pulley  of  a  household  motor  laundry 
machine  which  she  was  working,  haul- 
ing her  body  to  the  ceiling  of  the 
room.  She  fell  to  the  floor  with  the 
parting  of  the  scalp  from  the    head. 

GENERAL 

Automobile-makers  make  more  busi- 
ness by  advertising.  Insurers  should 
take  the  hint. 
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Royal  ExcKahge  Assurance 


OP      L,ONDO?< 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 

Losses  Paid  During  Ttiat  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


CANTON 


I 


nsurance 


Offi 


ice 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY,  United  States  Mgr. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING.   State  Agent 

For    Oregron,  Washingiion    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING,  SEATTLE 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG,  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)        -        -  $   250,000  00 

Cash  Assets  (Gold)       -        -        -  2,267,816  75 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,554,193  31 

Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -  225,000  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


PARROTT    <&  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San   Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company.  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED  1782 


^V.   IRVIIVG 

General  Agent    for   Pacific  Coast 

R.  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 


3  4  3     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 


The  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Head  Office  for  United  States: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates. 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        -        -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal   Insurance    Building 
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Big   Horn,  or  Mountain  Sheep 

The  mountain  sheep,  or  bighorn 
was  formerly  a 'common  mammal 
throughout  the  Sierras  and  the  higher 
mountains  of  southern  California.  At 
the  present  time  a  few  scattered  herds 
remain  in  the  Mount  Whitney  region 
and  the  Santa  Rosa  mountains.  Two 
varieties  of  sheep  are  known.  The 
Sierra  form  is  known  as  the  Sierra 
Nevada  bighorn.  The  one  found  in 
southeastern  California,  western  Ari- 
zona and  Lower  California  is  known 
as  the  Nelson  bighorn.  The  Sierra 
Nevada  bighorn  is  usually  to  be  found 
high  above  the  timber  line  in  the 
mountains,  above  8,000  feet  altitude. 
The  Nelson  bighorn  is  often  found  at 
a  much  lower  altitude. 

The  mountain  sheep  is  easily  dis- 
tinguished from  all  other  mammals 
found  in  California  by  its  general  sheep- 
like appearance  and  its  very  massive, 
twisted  horns,  measuring  from  five  to 
six  inches  in  diameter  and  from  two 
to  two  and  one-half  feet  in  length  in 
the  male.  The  horns  of  the  female 
are  much  smaller  and  are  pointed 
backward  and  outward.  Unlike  the 
domestic  sheep,  they  are  covered  with 
a  thick  mattress  of  coarse,  spongy 
hair.  The  mountain  sheep  often 
weigh  over  200  pounds. 

Mountain  sheep  are  very  sure-footed 
and  are  at  home  on  the  steepest  cliffs. 
They  are  able  to  climb  a  canyon  wall 
which  looks  absolutely  inaccessible. 
The  ascent  is  made  by  a  succession  of 
quick,  short,  stiff-legged  leaps,  and 
they  never  seem  to  make  an  awkward 


step.       They  are    even  said   to    make 
jumps  of  twenty  to  thirty  feet. 

In  the  region  where  mountain  sheep 
are  abundant  their  "beds"  are  often 
found.  These  are  simply  an  oval 
shaped  hollow  about  a  foot  deep,  pawed 
out  among  loose,  disintegrated  rock 
chips  and  sand.  These  beds  are  always 
to  be  found  on  some  sunny  spot  which 
has  a  good  outlook  and  is  at  least  par- 
tially sheltered  from  the  strong  winds 
prevalent  in  high  altitudes.  —  Harold 
C.  Brj^ant. 

No   Booze   For   San    Francisco    Firemen 

The  secretary  of  the  fire  commission 
has  been  instructed  to  send  a  communi- 
cation to  the  police  department,  ask- 
ing them  to  enforce  the  ruling  now  in 
effect  regarding  the  sale  of  liquor  to 
members  of  the  San  Francisco  fire  de- 
partment while  in  uniform,  and  ask- 
ing that  if  a  saloon  keeper  is  found 
giving  liquor  to  a  fireman  in  uniform, 
that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  re- 
voke the  license  of  said  saloon  keeper 
or  keepers. 

War  Rates  Advance 

London,  Feb.  1. — The  German  sub- 
marine raid  in  the  Irish  Sea  caused  a 
commotion  at  Lloyds  and  marine  com- 
pany rates  stiffened  generally. 

The  Atlantic  rate,  ordinarily  1.25 
percent,  went  to  2.50  and  in  some 
cases  3.75.  What  little  business  is 
being  transacted,  however,  is  believed 
to  be  at  the  lower  figures. 

Liverpool  coaster  rates  rose  from  5 
to  20  shillings  percent. 
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Office   of   Ed^vard   E.    Potter 

General    Agent 

The  first  office  to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

The  first  office  to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,  with- 
out discount,  for  cash  or  exchange. 

The  only  general  agency  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons 
suffered. 

The  only  office  that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and 
trouble  of  going  to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 

The  Edw.  E.  Potter  General  Agency  commenced  business  in  1873  and 
has  never  represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in 
his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 


Get  the  Best   Insurance   White   You  Are  About  It 
It   Costs    No    More 

%"r,e^"  glens  falls  insurance  company 

Of  New  York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .  $3,889,296  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 


GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .    $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  432.560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSIRANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .$6,565.223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .$2,720,038  00 


GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSIRANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .$1,080,978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profiu   .    .    .    $173,718  00 


EDWARD  E.  POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.   W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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INSURANCE 


FEBRUARY 


In  its  44th  year 


LIFE 

Massachusetts  legislators  loudly  com- 
plain that  life  companies  lend  none  of 
their  Massachusetts  premium  reserves 
on  farm  mortgages  in  that  state.  This 
is  news!  We  now  know  there  are 
farms  in  the  old  Bay  State.  'Twould 
be  a  fine  joke  for  Massachusetts  to  pass 
a  Robertson  law. 

Vice  Pres.  Haley  Fiske  of  the  Metro- 
politan saj^s  our  country  is  facing  the 
greatest  business  boom  in  its  history. 
We  hope  our  country  won't  face  it 
down. 

M.  M.  Robertson  is  a  new  general 
agent  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  for  the 
Bankers  Life  Company  of  Des  Moines. 
He  has  been  a  special  representative 
of  the  home  office  in  northern  Iowa 
and  wrote  8882,000  of  insurance  in 
1914.  By  virtue  of  that  achievement 
he  is  a  vice  president  of  the  Bankers 
Life  Hundred  Thousand  Dollar  Club 
for  1915. 

David  S.  Dickenson  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Security  Mutual  Life, 
vice  Fredric  W.  .Jenkins.  The  new 
president,  formerly  the  actuary,  is  an 
old  life  insurance  man. 

The  New  England  Mutual  is  now 
a  70  millionaire,  by  a  gain  of  nearly  4 
millions.  The  surplus  is  more  than 
7  percent.  Insurance  in  force  gained 
over  16  millions. 

The  Prudential  wrote  519  millions 
of  new  business  in  1914  and  increased 
its  insurance  in  force  1853^   millions. 


It  pays  claimants  over    2    millions    a 

month. 

FIRE 

The  Home  has  reinsured  the  Missouri 
business  of  the  Franklin,  excepting  in 
the  two  large  cities. 

Agents  who  have  been  identified 
with  the  Hamburg-Bremen  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company  for  ten  years,  about 
1,000  in  number,  have  been  presented 
by  United  States  Manager  H.  X.  Kelsey 
with  a  handsome  bronze  service  medal 
enclosed  in  a  leather  case.  The  medal 
is  sent  on  the  occasion  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of 
the  company's  existence  and  of  its 
fifty-eighth  year  of  operation  in  this 
country. 

Texas  authorities  estimate  prevent- 
able fires  as  about  80  percent  of  the 
total.  Dwelling  fires  are  nearh'  all 
preventable,  but  they  burn  in  that 
state  at  the  rate  of  55  a  day. 

Fire. — Some  35  miles  northeast  of 
Fresno,  Cal.,  about  September  12, 
1914,  A.  C.  Stannard.  Insurance, 
SI, 500 — S750  on  farm  implements  and 
S750  on  hay.  Adjusted  at  81,212. 
Adjuster,  Calvert  Meade,  332  Pine 
street.  San  Franciso. 

The  Minnesota    farm    mutuals    will 
insure  automobiles  as  farm  machinery. 
Cost  Per  Square   Mile 

Fire  department  cost  per  square 
mile  is  largest  in  Boston — 847,059,  and 
the  smallest  in  New  Orleans — 82,455. 


STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER     $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 

OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE  UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 

OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF   HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Francisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices  :    Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Portland.  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  IN   EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


1863 


riRE 


52nd  YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized   in  1863 


1915 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under  the   Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 


LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE   SECRETARY 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago^  111. 


I- 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON,  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building  Bostui!,  Mass, 


Southeastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ  HERRMANN,  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 


r 
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Qocxst 


INSURANCE 


PROTECTION 


Review' 


An     Insurance     Journal     and     Directory 

IN    ITS    FORTY-FOURTH     YEAR 

San    FranciBCo:     Merchants   Exchange   Building 


The  Only  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West 


INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Publishers 


Fussing  in  California 

Life,   Fire,    Accident,   Liability,    Burglary,   Bond   and    Automobile 

Insurance  in  Court 

Company  Annual  Statements 

S.  F.  Life  Underwriters'  Association  Talk 

Four  Fire  Mutuals  Fail 

5  Years'  San  Francisco  Fire  Premiums  by  Companies 

Half  the  Fire  Companies  Lost  Money  Last  Year 

Adam  Gilliland,  40  Years  With  the  Hartford  Fire 

Life  Insurance  and  Credit 

Miscellaneous  California  1914  Business  Figures 

Nevada's  New  Law 

Coast  Fire  Agency  Summaries 

A  Few  Looking  Backward  Items 

Fire  Premiums  in  1894  and  1914 

California  Insurance  Federation  is  Needed 


Circulating  Extensively  in  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


V. 


Price  25  Cents 
:3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  Amt^rica,  Japan,  China  and 
Australasia 


J^ 


TKe    Great    Fire    Insurance    Company    of    tKe    World 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,783,618.69 


Established  1836 


Entered  U.S.    184 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the   1st  of   January,  1915,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  is  as  follows: 

Assets $14,783,618.69 

Liabilities 9,961.463.20 


surplus $  4,822,155.49 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  a  year  of 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  Policyholders: 

Year.  Assets  at  January  1.  Income.  Expenditure. 

1906    (San  Francisco  Fire)  .  .   .    $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12.335,961  

Thus  showing  Excess  OF  Expenditure  of $1,744,116 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH:    Net  premiums:     1848.  $4,519;  1858.  $471,988; 
1868.  $1,;39,620;  1878,  $2,422,126    1888,  $3,928,010;  1898.  $4,979,422;  1908,  $7,427,618;  1914.  $8,667,549. 
LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  tr  the  beginning  of  the  '  resent 
year  exceeds  $142  000.000.    This  lur?.    sum.  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  o'  'he  Comii;uiy's  business  .evin- 
ces the  confidence  of  the  public  and  ti'i_-  finthfulness  with  which  the  Company's  "     ses  are  aduisted  and  settled. 


Pacific  Department  Establish]:!)  1852 
Tn  Compfiny's  New  Buildiij 
444  California  St.,  San  Ft     ;:risco 

Special    Agents : 

''     I. RUSH  R.  H.  ROUN'TRl'i  HARRISON  HOUSEAYORTH 

\V.  H.  R.VVMGXD  CHESTEiv     ,  MYRICK  F.  E.  ATKINS 


ROBE  ^T  P.  FABJ,  IV  anager 

THOS.  H.  ANDERSON,  Asst.  Manage 


VX  B.  CHANDLER 

GEO    J.  JANI 
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Geo.  H  Tyson  General  AfiEMt 

HtRKRT  FOUJER.  ASSTOWLASeOT 

SAN  FRANQSCa 


osses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets  Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  ever})  City,  town  or  Village 
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Representing 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  Ne-w  YorK 

You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  **oldest  company  in  America"  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  to  Producing  Afjents,  Adflress 

George  T.   Dexter,  zd  vice-president 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


LIFE 

The  Oregon  life  men  have  elected 
E.  W.  Smith  president. 

All  the  forty-one  Iowa  assessment 
life  associations  are  now  stock  com- 
panies or  retired. 

The  Utah  life  men  have  elected  D. 
H.  Livingston  president  and  a  woman 
treasurer. 

GENERAL 

Agents'  Association   and    Compensation 
Laws 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Legislation  of  the  National  Association 
of  Insurance  Agents  has  addressed  a 
communication  to  the  members  of  the 
committee,  as  well  as  the  various  state 
state  chairmen,  calling  attention  to 
the  action  of  the  last  convention  at 
Minneapolis  in  requesting    the  assist- 


ance of  agents  in  securing  the  passage 
of  good  workmen's  compensation  laws. 
Chairman  Markham  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  "as  a  guide  to  members 
in  this  effort  we  secured  from  Secretary 
F.  Robertson  Jones  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Publicity  Bureau  a  re- 
sume of  the  Essential  Factors  of  a 
Good  Workmen's  Compensation  Act." 

Books  Worth    Reading 

Heredity,  by  C.  W.  Saleeby,   M.  D. 
The  Mason-Bees,  by  .J.  H.  Fabre. 
Our  Eternity,  by   Maurice    Maeter- 
linck. 

'"Continuity."  Sir  Oliver  Lodge's 
Presidential  Address  to  the  British 
Association  for  1913. 

"What  I  Know  About  Fire  Insur- 
ance," by  William  Sexton. 
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INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Company 

Cash  Capital,    ....    $400,000  OO 


Net  Surplus, 
Total  Assets, 


191,636  00 
1,141,200  OO 


E.  T.  NIBBLING,  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

J.  W.  WARNER,  Assistant  Secretary 


HOME  OFFICE  :     Company's  Building.  550-558  Sacramento   St. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL 

Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  Seattle     LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles     B.  A.  SIFFORD,  Portland 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  the  rate  of  "  Dollar  for  Dollar." 

Eastern  Department,  Philadelphia,  FRANK  C.  STURTEVANT,  Manager. 

Middle  East  Department,  Pittsburg,  LOGUE  BROS.  &  CO.,  Gen'l  Agts. 


London  &  Lancashire 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Ltd. 

OF  LONDON 


Ne-w  York  Department 

57   and   59    William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


LONDON & 
I  LANCASHIRE' 

FIRE 

INSURANCE  COMPANfj 
'    ;^         LTD.  ^ 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 

Geo.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt.     San  Francisco    W.  B.  Hopkins,  local  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt.,     Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
SPECIAL  AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond    .....  San  Francisco  David  H.  Parry    ...       Seattle 

W.  W.  Gilmore Sacramento  N.  Gardner Denver 

J.P.Hague  Los  Angeles  N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr .  Salt  Lake  City 

G.  L.  Goodell Portland 
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pacific  Coast 
f^asualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY-WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  -  ELEVAT- 
OR—AUTOMOBILE—PERSONAL AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 
SAN    FRANCISCO 


Limitation  of  Commissions 

Insurance  Superintendent  Hasbrouck 
of  New  York  says: 

"The  limitation  of  commissions  is 
not  a  popular  measure  with  agency 
organizations,  but  it  can  be  only  a 
question  of  time  when  the  remunera- 
tion for  agents  in  the  casualty  field 
must  be  readjusted  to  an  amount  com- 
mensurate with  the  actual  service  per- 
formed. If  the  companies  themselves 
do  not  find  some  effective  means  to 
correct  this  condition,  legislation  may 
be  necessary  to  protect  the  policy- 
holder, who,  in  the  last  analysis,  pays 
these  excessive  commissions  as  part  of 
the  cost  of  insurance.  In  such  event, 
I  see  no  reason  why  a  graduated  scale 
of  commission  rates,  decreasing  with 
amounts  of  the  premiums  upon  which 
they  are  computed,  should  not  be 
established  by  law." 


iC^==  Special  Rates  per 


50  COPIES 

100  COPIES 

500  COPIES 

1000  COPIES 


The  Coast  Review^ s 
Pacific  Fire  Chart 

FIVE    YEARS'    COMPARATIVE    FIGURES    OF    GENERAL    and  COAST 
BUSINESS  -   PRESENT  CAPITAL  and   NET  SURPLUS 

Five  Years'  Assets  -  Unearned  Premiums  -  Liabilities  -  Surplus  to  Policy- 
holders     Five    Years'    Premiums  -  Losses    -   Expenses   and   Ratios 

Five  Years'  Pacific  We^  Premiums  -  Losses  and  Ratios 

OF  ALL    COMPANIES   IN  THIS   FIELD 
Company  Business   by  Coast  States,  and  San  Francisco  Agency  Business — 
San  Francisco  and  Coast. 

SINGLE    COPIES    25  cts. 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,  1915,   $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
2  01    Sansome  Street,  SAN   FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,  Manager 
S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNE^V, 
SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell    C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A,  Lathrop 


FIRE 

Arson    at  Weed 

An  "arson  ring"  which  is  said  to 
have  been  responsible  for  fires  which 
have  recently  done  much  damage  at 
Weed,  Cal.,  is  declared  to  have  been 
exposed  by  the  arrest  of  Burnham 
Coe  by  Postal  Inspector  J.   R.   Sahey. 

The  Postal  ofl&cials  declare  a  "plant' ' 
of  huge  bags  of  iron  washers  caused 
the  apprehension  of  Coe,  who  is 
charged  with  writing  black  hand  letters 
to  C.  E.  Evans,  owner  of  a  large  Weed 
lumber  yard. 

The  London  Mutual  Fire  of  Toronto 
made  a  net  loss  of  over  $51,000  last 
year. 

The  London  &  Lancashire  Fire  peo- 
ple are  organizing  the  Safeguard  Ins. 
Co.  of  Xew  York. 


The 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
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These  American  Companies  are  "Home  Industries.'* 
They  deserve  your  support. 


Continental  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY  EVANS,   President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane.  New  York  332  South  LaSalle    Street.  Chicago 

Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY   EVANS,   President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane.  New  York  137  South  LaSalle  Street,  Chicago 


Fidelity  [  Fire  ]  Underwriters  of  New  York 

Combined  Assets.  $43,000,032*  Policyholders"  Surplus.  $23,087,709 

*Includes  excess  deposit  of  $132,846  in  Canada  and  New  Mexico 

Home  Office :    80  Maiden   Lane,  New  York 


Limited 


OF     LONDON 
Instituted  during  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  A.  D.  1714 


^aw  Pinion  ^  Mock 

Insurance  Company 


Limited 
OF   LONDON 


FOUNDED  AD.   1806 

PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT 
Insurance  Exchange,  -  .  •  San  Francisco 

HARRY   H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW.  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:     F.  A.  STAHL.  San  Francisco:  F.   F.  RICHARDS,    Los  Angeles: 

\V.  J.  KULP,  Denver.  Colo.;        M.  B.  BOOTHBY.   Portland.  Ore. 
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GENERAL 

Eli  Terry,  born  at  what  is  now 
South  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1772,  was 
the  first  man  to  make  small  cheap 
shelf  clocks  on  a  large  scale.  After 
finishing  his  apprenticeship  to  one  of 
the  early  English  clock  makers  he 
began  making  clocks  to  order  in  a 
small  way  and  delivering  them  in 
person,  until  1803.  He  was  an  invent- 
ive genius,  a  man  of  monumental 
energy  and  business  courage;  for  he 
installed  water  power  in  a  building  in 
what  is  now  Watertown,  Conn.,  and 
entered  into  what  was  considered  a 
gigantic  contract  for  that  time  for  the 
production  of  4,000  clocks  in  three 
years  at  $4  each. 

Seth  Thomas  was  born  at  Dalcott, 
Conn.,  in  1785,  and  after  a  very  meagre 
public  school  education  he  learned  the 


carpenter  trade,  and  at  his  twenty-first 
year  with  a  kit  of  tools  and  very  little 
money  formed  a  partnership  under 
the  firm  name  of  Terry,  Thomas  & 
Hoadley. 

Seth  Thomas  was  not  only  a  fine 
mechanic  but  a  good  business  man; 
for  he  built  up  a  wire  mill,  a  brass 
rolling  mill,  and  a  cotton  mill. 

In  the  first  type  of  mantel  clocks  a 
hole  had  to  be  cut  in  the  shelf  to  let 
the  weights  and  pendulum  through. 


In  this  country  losses  by  bad  debts 
nearly  doubled  last  year.  The  average 
per  year  is  nearly  as  much  as  the  fire 
loss  average. 

The  Italian  income  tax  varies  from 
9  to  20  percent,  according  to  its  source. 


FIRE  INSURANCE 


BY 


WILLIAM    SEXTON 


A  BOOK  FOR  BRIGHT  MEN  EMPLOYED  IN  FIRE 
UNDERWRITING.  -  ADJUSTMENTS.  -  PROBLEMS. 
PRINCIPLES. 


Flexible  Morocco  Binding 
Price  $2.00 


This  is  an  original  work  of  permanent  value.  It  presents  briefly  a  summary 
of  some  of  the  things  which  this  veteran  knows  of  Underwriting  and  Adjust- 
ing. 

ORDER   NOW.       Address  the  COAST  REVIEW,       San  Francisco 
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THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY  OF  AMERICA." 


ncorporated    1819 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 


Cash  Assets  Now 

$23,400,526.99 

Losses  Paid 


96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 


Net  Surplus 
$6,668,448.39 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 

All  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  H.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON,  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents 

Main  Office,    301    California  Street 

SAN    FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS 

J.  A.  MURPHY,  General  Adjuster 

[.F.MILLS.  JOHN  P.   BREEDEN,  GEO.  F.  ROBERTS,  FRED  H.  RAOADS,  H.E.  O'BRIEN. 

J.   A.  GALLAGHER,  G.  S.   MARINER,  E.   V.   CULVER. 

This  Company  has  absolutely  no  connection  with  any  other  corporation 

bearing  the  name  of  ^tna.  U 

0<::z>00<ci>00<:z>00<:z>0()<z>0  — 0<z:>0()<cz>0()<z>0()<:i>00<:z>0 


HARTFORD  FIRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,   MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 


Assets,  January  1,1915,     $26,954,099  46 
Surplus  to  Policyholders,  9,543,103  12 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND,  Assistant  General  Agent 

43  Q  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 

441  CALIFORNIA  8T. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E.  DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies.  San  Francisco 


J.  J.  DENNIS,  Portland,  Ore. 

MILTON  E.  SPAULDING.  San  Francisco,  Cdl. 

ROBERT  E.  DOLLARD,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

W.  S.  DENNIS,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

L.  H.  EARLE,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


C.  E.  MILLER,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane,  Wash. 
P.  H.  GRIFFITH,  Los  Anaeles,  Cal. 
ERNEST  E.  PRICE,  Loa  Angeles,  CaL 
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March,     1915 


Bonding    Company     Alleges     Conspiracy 

U.  S.  Dist.  Judge  Van  Fleet  has  i^^sued 
an  order  restraining  Ins.  Commissioner 
Phelps  of  California  from  revoking  the 
license  of  the  Commonwealth  Bonding  & 
Casualty  Co.  Hearing  to  be  on  Monday, 
March  15,  to  determine  whether  the  injunc- 
tion shall  be  made  permanent.  The  com- 
pany alleges  conspiracy  by  the  commis- 
sioner and  the  local  surety  board  of  under- 
writers, of  which  it  is  not  a  member.  The 
commissioner's  consulting  actuary  reports 
that  the  company  lacks  $4,000  of  the  re- 
quired 75  percent  of  paid  up  capital.  The 
company  says  that  a  good  $8,000  mortgage 
was  not  "admitted"  by  the  commissioner, 
and  that  it  has  $245,000  in  excess  of  liabilities. 


Field  Men 

F.  C.  Staniford,  superintendent  of  agen- 
cies for  the  Norwich  Union,  has  returned  to 
Los  Angeles,  after  a  busy  time  at  depart- 
ment headquarters  in  San  Francisco.  Stani- 
ford is  one  of  the  most  painstaking  hard 
workers  in  the  business. 

Charles  Bailey  of  Spokane  is  now  special 
for  the  Queen  at  Denver. 

At  Seattle  H.  Dukenfeld  has  been  made 
special  for  the  Caledonian 


Sacramento. — Passage  of  the  two-platoon 
system  law  for  firemen  is  probable.  It  will 
nearly  double  the  cost  of  paid  fire  depart- 
ments without  improvement  of  efiiciency. 
t^"Preserve  this  advance  octavo  if  you 
bind  the  Coast  Review. 


Why? 

Why  doesn't  it  stop  raining? 

Why  do  the  San  Francisco 
Halleck  street  to  be  used  as  a 
place  for  third-hand  tin-junk 
of  the  "vintage"  of  1907  ? 


police  allow 
free  parking 
automobiles 


Liability 

Oakland,  March  3.— The  city  council  has 
been  advised  by  L.  G.  Jordan,  city  price 
expert,  to  establish  an  insurance  fund  of 
about  $75,000  from  which  all  damages  due 
municipal  employees  for  injuries  would  be 
paid.  Jordan  declares  that  this  would  be 
cheaper  than  insuring  with  the  state. 

Cincinnati,  March  3.— The  million  dollar 
insurance  fund  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Southwestern  Railroad,  obtained  by  contri- 
butions from  the  salaries  of  its  employees, 
was  held  to  be  illegal  in  the  state  of  Ohio 
here  today  in  a  decision  handed  down  in 
the  common  pleas  court. 


The  West  Coast  Life  Ins.  Co.  is  all  right. 
It  is  solvent  and  prosperous,  and  both  its 
ordinary  and  industrial  plants  are  big  assets 
which  do  not  appear  in  the  annual  state- 
ment. The  stockholders  are  well  known 
California  capitalists  and  the  officers  and 
directors  are  men  of  known  business 
ability  and  integrity. 

The  inspiration  of  recent  erroneous 
charges  may  have  been  the  proposed  union 
of  the  West  Coast  Life  and  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Life  as  a  new  and  large  company, 
opposition  to  which  is  factious  and  butinski. 
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Insurance  in  State  and   Federal   Courts 

OUR    BEST    DIGEST    OF    RECENT    DECISIONS 


LIFE  Insurance  in   Court 
Waiver 

A  provision  in  a  premium  note  that  an 
insurance  policy  shall  be  void  unless  the 
note  is  paid  at  maturity  is  waived  by  a  valid 
agreement  to  postpone  payment  or  by  acts 
of  the  company  inducing  the  policyholder 
to  believe  that  such  provision  will  not  be 
enforced. 
Unconditional  Delivery  of  Policy 

The  unconditional  delivery  of  an  insur- 
ance policy  is  a  waiver  of  the  stipulation  for 
a  previous  or  cotemporaneous  payment  of 
the  first  premium.  —  Murphy  v.  Lafayette 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.,  83  S.  E.  461. 

Assignment 

Where  the  assignee  of  a  life  policy  did 
not,  as  required,  notify  the  insurer  until 
after  insured's  death,  an  entry  in  the  insiw- 
er's  books,  showing  payment  of  premiums 
until  insured's  death,  does  not  estop  the 
insurer  from  relying  on  the  forfeiture. — 
Heffernan  v.  Prudential  Ins.  Co.  of  Amer- 
ica, 150  N.  Y.  S.  644. 

Wife  and  Ex-Wife  Loss 

A" policy  construed,  and  held,  that  the 
interest  of  two  deceased  children  of  insured 
and  his  first  wife,  who  divorced  him,  passed 
to  surviving  child  and  not  to  insured's 
second  wife.— 150  N.  Y.  S.  841. 

Policy  With  Elrroneous  Date 

Delivery  of  receipt  containing  a  mistaken 
recital  that  a  premium  was  paid  for  August, 
instead  of  July,  held  not  to  estop  the  insurer 
from  asserting  a  forfeiture,  where  it  did  not 
appear  that  insured  was  misled. — 145  P. 
844. 
"Dividends' '   Not    Taxable 

The  excess  loading  of  premiums  collected 
by  a  mutual  life  insurance  comijany  on  the 
level  premium  plan,  applied  at  the  end  of 
the  year  in  reduction  of  future  premiums  of 


Life  Insurance  in  Court 

the  policyholder,  etc.,  held  not  "dividends," 
within  Corporation  Tax  Act,  §  38.  —  Con- 
necticut General  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Eaton, 
218  F.  188. 

Insurable  Interest 

One  taking  out  a  policy  on  the  life  of 
another  person  for  his  own  benefit  must 
have  an  insurable  interest. 

While  an  assignment  of  a  policy  must  be 
made  in  good  faith,  good  faith  alone  is  not 
sufficient  to  sustain  a  policy  taken  upon  the 
life  of  another  by  one  who  has  no  insurable 
interest. 

A  son  had  an  insurable  interest  in  his 
father's  life  so  that  the  father's  assignment 
of  a  policy  to  him  prior  to  Code  1904,  § 
2859a,  relating  to  assignments  of  policies, 
was  valid  but  a  son-in-law  has  no  such  insur- 
able interest. — Crismond's  Adm'r  v.  Jones, 
83  S.  E.  1045. 

Based  on  affinity,  a  wife  has  an  insurable 
interest  in  her  husband  and  a  husband  in 
his  wife,  and  based  upon  consanguinity,  a 
father  has  an  insurable  interest  in  his  chilgi 
and  a  child  in  the  life  of  its  father. 

Consumption 

A  question  in  the  medical  examination  as 
to  whether  any  member  of  the  applicant's 
household  was  afflicted  with  consumption, 
or  had  been  so  affected  within  the  last  two 
years,  included  those  who  had  died  within 
the  two-year  period. — O'Brien  v.  Brother- 
hood of  American  Yoemen,  L50  X.   W.  130. 

Policy  Due  When  Insured  Disappear* 

It  was  recently  decided  that  where  insured 
disappears  for  seven  years  and  is  then 
legally  dead,  the  insurance  was  due  when 
he  disappeared  and  the  insurer  must  pay 
interest  from  that  date  and  refund  all  sub- 
sequent premiums. 

The  St.  Paul  F.  &  ^I.  leads  in  hail  prem- 
iums. 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 

LIFE    INSURANCE 
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Life  Insurance  and  the  Great    Exposition 

From  Retiring  President  Matson  Address  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  The  Life  Underwriters' 
Association  of  San  Francisco 

As  this  has  been  a  working  and  not  a 
talking  administration,  I  shall  close  it  with 
a  brief  analysis  of  what  has  been  accomp- 
lished during  the  year;  and  at  the  same 
time  shall  try  and  give  the  new  administra- 
tion the  advantage  of  my  understanding  of 
the  obligations  which  this  local  association 
has  assumed  for  the  coming  year  in  connec- 
tion with  life  insurance  interests  of  this 
nation  in  general,  and  The  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Life  Underwriters  in  particular, 
with  an  obligation  of  equal  importance  to 
the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposi- 
tion, whose  recognition  of  the  important 
part  that  insurance  plays  in  the  economic 
and  social  affairs  of  mankind,  and  unpar- 
alleled promotion  of  this  understanding 
throughout  the  world,  has,  according  to 
competent  authorities  on  the  subject  of 
publicity,  placed  insurance  on  the  map  of 
public  appreciation  to  a  greater  degree  than 
it  would  have  perhaps  been  understood 
during  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  if  it 
were  not  for  their  efforts. 

However,  to  be  more  specific  as  to  the 
direct  service  that  they  have  rendered  to 
tlie  San  Francisco  Life  Underwriters  Asso- 
ciation in  securing  the  National  Association's 
meeting  here  this  coming  August,  you  all 
know  who  have  followed  the  attendance  of 
delegates  from  this  association  to  the  last 
five  national  meetings  that  had  it  not  been 
for  the  interest  of  the  official  representatives 
of  the  exposition,  we  would  have  unfortu- 
nately been  entirely  without  representation 
at  several  of  these  national  meetings. 

And  it  is  best  for  us  to  frankly  recognize 
the  fact  that  the  delegation  which  went  last 
year  and  secured  the  National  Association's 
final  action  was  sent  almost  wholly  through 
efforts,  influences  and  support  which  I,  as 
president  of  this  association,  received  from 
the  official  life  of  the  exposition,  and  I 
would  feel  that  I  was  not  properly  discharg- 
ing the  obligations  of  this  office  if  I  retired 


from  the  presidency  without  making  a 
matter  of  record  this  recognition  of  the 
exposition's  service  in  our  behalf,  the 
details  of  which  it  is  perhaps  better  that  I 
should  not  specify  in  a  paper  of  this  char- 
acter. 

This  exposition  assistance  and  influence 
is  especially  gratifying  as  it  comes  to  us 
very  largely  through  the  fact  that  the  move- 
ment creating  the  original  body  of  allied 
insurance  interests,  from  which  the  exposi- 
tion's interest  in  insurance  affairs  was  the 
outgrowth,  emanated  from  a  meeting  of  the 
San  Francisco  Life  Underwriters'  Association 
in  a  resolution  passed  on  Oct.  14th,  1910, 
authorizing  the  beginning  of  that  work. 

Condition  of  the  Association 

First.  Our  financial  condition  is  in 
materially  better  .«hape  than  heretofore. 

Second.  We  have  increased  our  member- 
ship approximately  80  percent. 

Third.  During  the  first  six  months  of 
1914  we  won  the  Pacific  Coast  ^Membership 
Contest  Cup,  defeating  the  Los  Angeles, 
Portland,  Tacoma  and  Puget  Sound  associa- 
tions as  to  increase  in  membership. 

Fourth.  We  brought  the  association  up 
in  membership  from  one  that  was  counted 
among  the  smaller  associations  in  the 
national  body  to  where  it  ranks  tenth  among 
the  entire  associations  of  the  country. 

Fifth.  We  sent  the  largest  delegation  to 
the  25th  Annual  Convention  that  has  ever 
gone  from  a  Pacific  Coast  association,  prac- 
tically across  the  continent,  to  an  annual 
convention  of  The  National  Association  of 
Life  Underwriters. 

Sixth.  We  secured  the  holding  of  the 
26th  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Association  of  Life  Underwriters  for  this 
city  on  August  10th,  11th  and  12th  of  the 
current  year,  and  have  conducted  publicity 
campaigns  in  connection  with  attendance 
which  are  conceded  by  Eastern  men  influ- 
ential in  National  Association  affairs  to 
promise  for  this  convention  the  largest 
attendance  that  the  National  Association 
has  ever  had. 
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Seventh.  We  have  caused  to  be  organ- 
ized, through  a  resohition  introduced  and 
unanimously  adopted  in  this  body  on  Oct. 
15th,  1914,  creating  a  committee  to  co-oper- 
ate with  similar  committees  from  other 
insurance  organizations  in  this  city,  what  I 
believe  is  the  strongest  insurance  club  in 
the  nation,  consisting  of  members  of  all  the 
various  branches  of  the  business.  It  began 
its  official  life  on  January  1st,  1915,  with  a 
membership  of  approximately  150,  and  has 
now  elected  officers  and  duly  incorporated 
for  the  purposes  which  our  resolution  above 
referred  to  authorized  its  creation — that  of 
becoming  the  official  entertaining  body  of 
the  insurance  hosts  to  visit  us  during  the 
current  year. 

Acting  on  behalf  of  the  association  to 
carry  out  some  of  these  obligations  assumed, 
I  did,  by  authority  of  a  resolution  of  this 
association  unanimously  adopted  on  Dec. 
10th,  1914,  appoint  a  committee  to  be  known 
as  the  "Committee  on  1915  Convention 
Arrangements,  "  with  the  authority  and 
and  responsibility  conveyed  by  that  resolu- 
tion to  proceed  with  arrangements  for  the 
reception  and  entertainment  of  the  National 
Association  at  the  coming  convention  ;  and 
I  am  pleased  to  report  the  following  progress 
as  far  as  the  completed  work  of  that  com- 
mittee has  proceeded  within  the  latitude 
conveyed  to  them  by  subsequent  corres- 
pondence with  the  officials  of  the  National 
Association.  Most  of  their  work  has  been 
submitted  to  and  has  received  official  sanc- 
tion from  the  officials  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation. 

Progress 

First.  The  business  sessions  of  the  con- 
vention have  been  looked  out  for  by  the 
engagement  of  a  commodious  convention 
hall  in  the  Civic  Auditorium,  together  with 
ample  committee  rooms.  This  course  was 
adopted  after  an  exhaustive  study  of  the 
various  locations  available. 

Second.  Upon  instructions  from  the  sec- 
retary of  the  National  Association,  this 
committee  selected  two  speakers  to  deliver 
the  official  addresses  of  welcome  at  the 
opening  session,  in  the  persons  of  the  Hon. 
James  Rolph,  Jr.,  mayor  of  San  Francisco; 


and  the  Hon.  Charles  C.  Moore,  president 
of  the  exposition. 

Third.  Upon  instructions  from  similar 
sources,  they  invited  to  speak  at  the  ban- 
quet to  be  given  on  the  evening  of  August 
11th  the  Hon,  Franklin  K.  Lane,  secretary 
of  the  interior  of  the  United  States;  the 
Hon.  Robert  Newton  Lynch,  vice  president 
of  the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  the  Hon.  J.  E.  Phelps,  insurance  com- 
missioner of  the  state  of  California. 

Fourth.  For  the  purpose  of  delivering 
and  invocation  and  the  benediction  at  the 
banquet,  they  have  invited  the  Rev.  Fred- 
erick W.  Clampett,  chaplain  of  this  associ- 
ation. 

Fifth.  They  have,  after  exhaustive  study 
of  hotel  and  other  accommodations  of  this 
city,  taking  into  consideration  the  desire 
to  do  something  out  of  the  ordinary  in  the 
way  of  a  banquet,  selected  the  "Old  Faith- 
ful Inn,"  conducted  under  the  Yellowstone 
Park  concession  of  the  exposition  by  the 
Union  Pacific  railway,  as  the  place  where 
the  banquet  will  be  held,  where  features  of 
a  more  entertaining  character  than  could  be 
introduced  elsewhere  we  hope  will  become  a 
part  of  that  occasion. 

Sixth.  The  committee  also  reports  that 
fi-om  a  study  of  the  hotel  situation  during 
the  month  of  August,  it  became  eminently 
necessary  to  make  tentative  reservations  at 
this  time  to  ensure  our  having  accommoda- 
tions for  those  who  may  reserve  through 
this  association,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  that 
object  they  have  reserved  four  hundred 
rooms  among  the  best  liotels  of  the  city. 

Seventh.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  after  much  investigation  and 
discussion  of  the  subject,  they  adopted  as 
the  official  souvenir  and  badge  ornament  of 
this  association  the  California  bear  and 
poppy,  the  details  of  their  application  to  be 
latter  decided  upon. 

Authonzed  by  Act  of  Congress 
There  is  one  more  incident  of  the  year's 
work— an  incident,  gentlemen,  that  is  pre- 
eminently greater  than  all  other  accomplish- 
ments— an  incident,  in  fact,  that  marks  an 
important  epocli  in  the  National  Association 
of     Life     Underwriters     itself,    and    is    so 
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acknowledged  by  the  president  of  that  associ- 
ation and  other  leading  spirits  high  in  its 
councils — an  incident  which  I  believe  will 
go  into  life  insurance  history  as  the  greatest 
victory  of  public  recognition  accruing  to  life 
insurance  as  an  institution  during  its  history 
to  date,  and  one  which  perhaps  an  oppor- 
tunity of  accomplishment  will  never  again 
be  given  to  a  single  local  association,  and  I 
refer  to  the  Panama-Pacific  International 
Exposition — an  undertaking  authorized  by 
an  act  of  Congress  of  these  United  States, 
thus  becoming  an  official  part  of  our 
national  government,  having  conferred  upon 
the  National  Association  of  Life  Under- 
writers the  unprecedented  recognition  of 
setting  aside  a  day  to  be  heralded  through- 
out the  world  as  "National  Association  of 
Life  Underwriters'  Day,"  thus  creating  an 
occasion  for  the  underwriting  part  of  this 
business  in  keeping  with  that  accorded 
states  and  nations;  and  incidentally,  as  I 
am  sure  you  will  all  recognize,  creating  an 
obligation  on  behalf  of  life  underwriting  in 
this  nation  to  make  something  out  of  that 
day,  for  by  what  they  make  of  that  day  we 
will  be  judged,  nationally  and  internation- 
ally. 

This  great  honor  which  has  come  about 
through  the  work  of  this  Association  this 
year,  like  most  of  the  other  incidents  that  1 
have  referred  to,  has  been  accomplished 
because  of  our  willingness  and  ability  on 
behalf  of  the  outgoing  administration  to 
work  in  complete  harmony  with  the  tre- 
mendous forces  w"hich  the  exposition  has 
created  for  the  good  of  insurance,  through 
the  commission  appointed  in  connection 
with  the  various  insurance  events;  and  in 
turning  over  the  administration  of  this 
office,  I  feel  that  I  would  be  performing  my 
duty  poorly  if  I  did  not  close  my  message 
with  an  admonition  to  this  association  to 
study  closely  and  appreciate  fully  the  obli- 
gations which  not  only  this  association,  but 
insurance  institutions  in  general  throughout 
the  country,  owe  to  the  Panama  -  Pacific 
International  Exposition — obligations  which 
can  only  be  pai'tially  discharged  by  a  con- 
tinued co-operation  with  them  in  all  of  the 
great  work  in  the  interests  of  insurance 
which  they  are  conducting. 


Wise  Words  for   the   Insurance   Congress 

In  1915,  this  current  year,  there  is  going 
to  be  a  World's  Insurance  Congress.  How 
many  men  in  the  room  have  shrugged  their 
shoulders  when  alone  and  said  "What 
difference  does  that  make?"  None  of  those 
delegates  coming  out  here  are  going  to  let 
me  write  them.  I  can't  see  where  I  am 
going  to  gain." 

But  brethren,  do  you  realize  that  the  only 
industry  in  the  world,  the  only  great  pulsat- 
ing, live  movement  existing  today,  which 
will  be  the  one  great  achievement  of  our 
exposition,  the  one  great  institution  which 
shall  live  through  the  exposition,  is  the 
World's  Congress  of  Insurance,  and  the 
gathering  here  of  the  greatest  men  in  the 
insurance  world,  which  will  stand  for  all 
time  as  the  monument  to  the  universe  and 
to  all  the  men  and  women  in  it  that  insur- 
ance at  last,  to  use  the  president's  language, 
is  coming  into  its  own— that  insurance  is 
the  great  safeguard  of  the  world,  and  it  will 
take  the  Panama  -  Pacific  International 
Exposition  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
universe  that  banking,  labor,  capital, 
artisanship,  education,  science  and  art  are 
no  where  in  the  new  scheme  of  life  and  life's 
work  comparable  to  the  position  in  the 
economic  development  of  civilization  that 
insurance  in  all  its  branches  occupies. 

Have  I  exaggerated?  Do  you  know  of 
anything  else  that  is  going  to  be  done  that 
is  out  of  the  ordinary?  What  is  going  to  be 
the  result?  The  man  or  woman  who  doubts 
the  importance  or  wisdom  of  insurance, 
will  be  given  proof  the  like  of  which  all  the 
underwriters'  associations  in  the  world  have 
never  been  able  to  give,  that  the  very  rock 
of  safety  for  the  nation  and  for  national  life 
is  the  development  of  the  scheme  of  insur- 
ance. 

Therefore,  I  say  to  you,  if  this  association 
means  anything,  if  our  by-laws  and  consti- 
tution is  not  merely  a  scrap  of  paper  such 
as  the  statesmen  of  Europe  have  treated  the 
treaties  of  peace  since  last  Augnst;  if  our 
resolutions  of  mutual  association  mean  any- 
thing at  all,  let  this  be  the  inspiration  to 
bring  the  red  blood  that  is  in  every  one  of 
us  into  action.  Let  us  get  up.  Let  us  vow 
tonight  that  this  association  shall  not  exist 
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unless  to  do  the  great  work  which  it  inaugu- 
rated four  years  ago;  unless  through  its 
effort  and  its  co-operation  the  Woi'ld  s 
Insurance  Congress  in  San  Francisco  in 
1915  shall  actually  become  the  great  monu- 
ment of  the  exposition  period.  No  craft, 
no  industry,  no  railroad,  has  a  commis- 
sioner but  our  Insurance  Congress.  It  is 
the  one  thing  which  makes  it  separate  and 
apart.  With  our  help  it  shall  succeed.  It 
remains  to  us  not  to  be  separate  in  this 
scheme,  but  that  we  shall  get  together  and 
co-operate.  The  theory  of  competition  is 
exploded.  The  theory  of  co-operation  has 
taken  its  place.  Let  us  get  together  tonight 
with  a  spirit  of  harmonious  co-operation  and 
let  us  pledge  that  we  shall  not  leave  one 
stone  unturned  to  make  the  great  insurance 
gathering  of  this  year  memorable.  Let  us 
give  service — the  best  that  is  in  us. 

And  let  me  add  this  one  word.  Don't 
forget  that  the  responsibility  for  these 
myriads  of  guests  is  primarily  ours.  We 
are  primarily  the  hosts.  If  there  is  any 
duty  sacred  in  the  social  order  of  things,  it 
is  to  be  a  genial,  whole  souled  host.  We 
are  primarily  the  hosts.  We  are  the  instru- 
ments that  brought  this  about.  Don't  let 
us  shirk  it.  Let's  co-operate.  Let  us  make 
this  association  worth  while.  —  From  Otto 
Irving  Wise's  Talk  at  the  Life  Underwriters' 
Association  Banquet. 


Evolution  of  Life  Insurance 

I  know  of  no  more  interesting  study  than 
the  history  and  evolution  of  the  life  insur- 
ance system  in  America.  There  was  a  time 
which  even  some  of  us  are  not  too  young  to 
remember,  when  members  of  the  craft 
spoke  of  it  apologetically  rather  than  with 
pride;  when  the  rate  book  and  the  fountain 
pen  were  not  so  much  as  now  insignia  to  be 
proud  of;  when  in  public  estimation  the 
man  and  the  business  were  both  condemned. 

The  reason  for  this  is  not  far  to  seek. 
Many  chose  the  work,  or  were  chosen  for 
it  because  of  qualities  which  would  not 
unfit  them  for  it.  But  out  of  that  condition, 
because  ultimately  the  system  must  vindi- 
cate itself,  arose  a  magnificent  structure, 
built  up  in  spite  of  the  ciiaracter  of  many 
who  aided  in  the  building. 


Underwriters'  associations  were  formed 
not  merely  as  a  parade  ground  for  social 
purposes;  places  for  merry  social  amenities, 
or  for  exchange  of  ideas  for  uplift.  This 
is  only  incidental.  The  a*^sociation  move- 
ment means  much  more  than  this.  It 
means  that  every  man  who  carries  the  rate 
book  is  the  friend  and  brother  of  every 
other  man.  It  means  that  in  all  of  your 
insurance  work  you  will  protect  and  help 
one  another.  It  means  that  in  the  field  you 
shall  be  allied  against  the  one  common  foe, 
and  that  your  attacks  shall  be  unitedly 
directed  against  improvidence  and  thriftless- 
ness. — Willard  Done  at  Life  Underwriters' 
Association  Banquet. 


Prudential 

The  Prudential  did  a  business  of  S518,- 
963,821  in  1914,  an  increase  in  outstanding 
insurance  of  1185,599,328.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  business  on  the  company's  books 
at  the  close  of  1914  was  $2,592,478,248,  rep- 
resenting 12,335,645  policies. 

Control  for  all  time  of  the  Prudential 
Insurance  Company  of  America  by  its 
nearly  thirteen  million  policyholders  has 
been  effected  under  the  mutualization  plan, 
according  to  a  statement  issued  by  Presi- 
dent Forrest  F.  Dry  den.  Much  of  the 
Prudential  insurance  has  been  written  on 
a  non-participating  basis,  but  from  now 
on,  with  the  exception  of  holders  of  policies 
issued  in  exchange  for  lapsed  insurance, 
the  entire  business  will  participate  in  the 
company's  surplus  earnings,  without  any 
increase  in  premium  rates.  Those  who 
have  non-participating  policies  will  share  in 
this  distribution  of  the  company's  eariaings. 
What  this  actually  means  is  that  the  con- 
trol of  $361,459,866  of  Prudential  assets, 
with  liabilities  of  $324,978,566,  and  surplus 
and  capital  of  $36,481,299,  will  hereafter  be 
vested  absolutely  in  the  great  army  of 
holders  of  Prudential  policies,  and  that  they 
will  manage  this  interest  through  a  direct- 
orate selected  by  themselves. 


Texas's  governor  says  the  other-state  life 
companies  must  invest  $25,000,000  in  his 
state. 
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COAST  MUTUALS  FAIL 

Three   Oregon   Fire    Mutuals    Go   Into   A 
Receivership 

Fire  Loss  Claimants  May  Collect  Little   or   Nothing 

The  embarrassed  Horticultural  Fire  Re- 
lief Association,  a  Salem  fire  mutual  whose 
pitiful  40  percent  assessment  circular  we 
published  in  February,  has  failed. 

As  usual,  the  assessed  members  failed  to 
pay  the  special  assessment,  and  with  many 
thousands  of  unpaid  fire  losses  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Horticultural  was  obliged  to 
petition  for  a  receivership.  The  mutual 
has  $123,914  liabilities  and  nominal   assets. 

The  Pacific  Home  Mutual,  wiiich  the 
Horticultural  has  been  trying  to  take  over, 
is  also  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver. 

The  Oregon  Merchants  Mutual,  likewise 
insolvent,  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver. 

It  is  understood  that  the  insurance  com- 
missioner of  Oregon  will  be  appointed 
receiver  for  all  three  mutuals.  As  he  is  an 
experienced  fire  insurance  man  (Harvey 
Wells,  ex-special  agent)  he  will  easily  dis- 
pose of  the  remains  of  the  dear  departed. 

The  moi-al  of  these  mutual  failures  is 
obvious.  They  were  organized  because 
stock  company  rates  were  "too  high,"  but 
they  later  found  it  necessary  to  ask  the 
same  rates,  and  tried  to  collect  them  too 
late. 

The  consequences  are  unpaid  losses  wdiich 
will  never  be  paid  in  full  and  may  be  com- 
promised at  as  low  as  10  cents  on  the  dollar 
or  forever  remain  unpaid. 


East 

The  Illinois  Potts  seems  determined  to 
send  the  fire  risks  business  "to  pot."  He 
asks  the  legislature  to  prohibit  cancellation 
by  ithe  insurer  unless  there  has  been  a 
material  misrepresentation  or  change  in  the 
hazard,  to  prohibit  insurance  over  85  per 
cent  of  value,  and  to  prohibit  suits  in  any 
federal    court.     He    wants    all    "annexes" 


killed  immediately  and  on  the  spot,  because 
it  is  a  sore  spot  with  him.  In  a  moment  of 
perfect  lucidity  he  demanded  that  Lloyds 
shall  make  a  state  deposit;  and  also  asks 
that  agents  shall  have  qualifications  as 
ofiicially  specified.  Potts  insists  that  un- 
derwriters and  agents  of  any  sort  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  combine. 


Queen    Insurance    Company   of    America 

The  ten-million  post  as  regards  assets 
has  been  passed  by  the  Queen,  the  total 
going  from  19,980,013  to  $10,187,030.  The 
net  surplus  gained  also,  being  now  $4,021,- 
442,  making  the  surplus  to  policyholders 
over  five  millions.  Premiums  increased  to 
$5,065,279.  Reinsurance  reserve  made  a 
corresponding  gain.  For  the  Coast  field 
Rolla  V.  Watt  is  manager  and  John  T. 
Fogarty  is  assistant  manager. 


Arson     and    Blackmailing    Syndicate     at 
Seattle 

Seattle,  March  4.  —  Testimony  that  an 
"arson  syndicate"  or  "trust"  has  existed 
in  the  Pacific  Northwest  for  two  years  was 
brought  out  today  in  the  trial  of  B.  Rosen- 
thal, a  tailor  charged  with  arson. 

For  a  few  hundred  dollars,  according  to 
witnesses,  a  merchant  whose  business  was 
not  prosperous  could  arrange  to  have  his 
place  burned  in  such  a  manner  that  detec- 
tion was  almost  impossible.  When  the 
insurance  was  paid  the  syndicate  would 
collect  its  share. 

It  was  also  testified  that  the  syndicate 
conducted  a  blackmailing  business.  If  a 
small  merchant  was  burned  out  by  a  fire  of 
innocent  origin  the  "ring"  would  demand 
payment  under  threat  to  give  the  authorities 
circumstantial  evidence  that  the  fire  was  of 
incendiary  origin.  Many  small  mei'chants 
contributed  to  the  gang,  according  to  the 
testimony. 


Wilfurd  Kurth  has  been  appointed,  at 
the  home  office,  agency  supervisor  of  the 
foreign  and  Pacific  departments  of  the  Home 

of  New  York. 
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Some  Companies  With  More  Expenditures 
Than  Income 

Income       Expenditures 

Allemannia $     926.776  $   928,198 

Amazon 102.481  147.606 

Anglo-American 163.721  219.857 

Atlantic 90,438  91.274 

Buffalo-German 74o,218  801.3/8 

City  of  New  York ^»^-^^  634.906 

Commerce 293,482  823,944 

County  Fire 469.054  604.802 

Pixie              512.646  522.453 

Farmers'   .'  ." 495,183  518,762 

First  National 701.125  826,586 

German,  111 919,510  1.033.707 

German.  W.Va 275.814  348.361 

German-American 429.381  502,817 

Humboldt 841,168  896,924 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 2,101,956  2,311,188 

Metropolitan 80,542  102.734 

Michigan  Millers 884.2.32  915,860 

Pacific 579.411  679,734 

Reliance 780.351  872,558 

Stuyvesant 744,075  930,623 

Teutonia 672,420  776,176 

Toledo 63,670  99.814 

Marine 

The  temporary  emergency  United  States 
War  Risk  Bureau  has  filled  a  want  and 
written  a  little  business  otherwise  unwritten. 
Fortunately  it  has  not  been  profitable 
underwriting;  for  otherwise  the  politicians 
would  insist  on  government  insurance  a  la 
Lloyds — on  everything  and  everybody. 

According  to  press  dispatches,  two  losses 
in  the  mined  submarine  zone  have  absorbed 
about  all  the  premium  fund,  leaving  nothing 
to  pay  future  losses  under  $55,000,000  liabil- 
ity except  the  money  specially  appropriated 
by  Congress.  The  taxpayers  and  not  the 
insurance  companies  may  have  to  pay  the 
losses. 

The  government  has  suspended  the  writ- 
ing of  insurance  on  hulls  and  cargoes  clear- 
ing for  ports  of  belligerent  countries.  The 
losses  on  the  Carib  and  the  Evelyn  amounted 
to  $659,103,  which  leaves  leaves  less  than 
$100,000  of  the  earned  premiums  of  the 
bureau. 

Government  insurance  is  not  a  success. 

Estacado,  Or.,  will  take  water  from  Oregon 
City. 


Marine  Underwriters  Refuse  Risk 

New  York,  March  3.— The  allies'  inter- 
diction on  all  ships  to  and  from  Germany 
and  Austria  has  resulted  in  New  York 
underwriters  refusing  to  accept  risks  on 
any  cargoes  to  Germany  and  Austria  except 
with  the  phrase  in  the  policy,  "Free  of 
British  capture."  Shippers  do  not  want 
to  accept  such  terms.  Nominal  rates  of 
insurance  are  from  1^  to  2  percent,  as  they 
have  been,  but  this  does  not  insure  against 
the  capture  of  a  cargo. 


New  President  of  Pennsylvania  Fire 

Charles  H.  Barry,  who  has  been  with  the 
company  thirty-two  years,  was  last  week 
elected  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  to  succeed  R.  Dale 
Benson,  who  resigned  some  time  ago. 

President  Barry  began  business  as  man- 
ager of  a  local  agency  at  the  age  of  19.  He 
entered  the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  in 
1883  as  special  agent.  In  1895  he  was  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  company's  new 
Western  department  at  Chicago,  which  has 
done  a  large,  growing  and  profitable  busi- 
ness. 


Hugh  Lewis,  London  manager  of  the 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe,  is  visiting 
San  Francisco.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  on 
their  way  to  Australia. 

J.  Gardner  Thompson,  manager  of  the 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  at  Montreal, 
is  visiting  San  Franc^isco.  He  is  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Thompson. 

According  to  a  dispatch  from  Chico,  Cal., 
the  sun's  rays  focussed  by  a  glass  of  water 
set  fire  to  a  table  and  burned  to  the  ground 
the  new  house  of  Frank  M.  Moore.  As  the 
house  was  fifteen  inches  more  or  less  outside 
the  city  limits  the  Chico  fire  department 
could  render  no  assistance. 

Valued  policy  laws  always  increase  fire 
losses. 

The  average  hail  loss  ratio  last  year  was 
about  50  percent. 


^x 
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FIVE  YEARS  SAN  FRANCISCO  FIRE  PREMIUMS 

Surplus  as  to 

American.          Policyholders  1914  1913  1912  1911 

California   .......  $   578,055  $  86,339  $61,985  $  88,910  $109,643 

Capital                       .   .  301,069  7,758  3,205 

Fireman's  Fund     .  .   .  3.775,059  92,786  88',132  98.5&1  128,106 

Vulcan  Fire 894,938  5,054  4,507  4,801 

^tna 11,668,448  193,466  149,099  194.127  229 '507 

Agricultural 2,0-50,917  27,442  24,560  35,466  41,870 

Alliance 1,523,098  16,639  13,110  17,761  23  603 

American 4,366,394  26.507  20,650  33,044  37.593 

American  Central  .   .   .  2,156,705  28,898  26,888  34,040  36  447 

i^rizoua 295,957  615  1,653  485 

Boston 3.337,729  6,831  5  717  '   '   ' 

British  &  Federal  F.  U.  941,130  25,351  896  '.'.'.  "   "  ' 

Caledonian-American  .  235.938  28 

Camden       1.510,687  4.042  2,859  6,734  8  856 

Citizens 563,952  245  564  652  825 

Citizen's  Fire 620,082  8,038  2  515 

Cityof  N.  Y 820,066  15.998  14,710  i3'798  10  754 

Colonial  Fire  Underwrs  5,606.175  19.615  16  919  26*990  ^  4e,l 

Columbian  National  .   .  1.240.217  6,869 

Com'l  Union  Fire  .   .   .  603,520  4,653  2,767  '3  954  "4787 

Commercial  Fire  .   .   .  704,179  2,709  2,721  ' 

Concordia  Fire    ....  991,292  5,391  39,'606  44409  874.56 

Connecticut  Fire    .   .   .  2.253,642  50,964  43,663  56  4,57  fi7'<)5Q 

Continental  Fire     .   .   .  16,441,895  81.241  77.070  78;058  76!730 

Delaware  Underw,     .   .  2,581.455  7,282  5,924  812 

Detroit  F.  &  M 1,532,127  ...  2  951  289  '  "   ' 

Dubuque  F.  &  M.        .    .  614,038  18.573  21.696  25  742  34  149 

Eastern   Underw  ....  1,510.687  7,814  7 13'>  9340  7'731 

Equitable  F.&  M.  .    .    .  604,304  ...  567  2095  3'''86 

Fidelity  Phenix  ....  6,645.814  47.009  42.368  42',472  36,758 

Fire  Association      .   .    .  3.002,772  60,618  48,118  58  911  66  490 

Firemen's 3,528.182  34.255  26.294  29,'792  35*498 

Firemen's  Underwrs.    .  3,528,182  1.226  .   . 

First  National 1,303,943  5,379  5.191  '  '  *  '   '   ' 

Franklin  Fire      ....  987.764  19.032  17.995  22339  29380 

German,  Illinois    ....  257.090  6,139  5,242  7,6.38  10*814 

German,  Pittsburg      .   .  475,764  981  21,753  22,232  24*060 

German-American     .   .  11,093,914  57,227  47,342  54  209  76  494 

German-American,  Pa.  .  444,493  3,617  2,276 

Qermania 3.486,143  11,475  12,013  11,299 

Girard  F.  &  M 861,870  19,822  17,117  12,887  15  88'> 

Glens  Falls      2,682,262  16.836  14,260  15,362  22*270 

Globe  Underw 4,019,694  1,017  1,115  4  515  1*849 

Globe  &  Rutgers      .   .   .  4,019.694  39,893  27,202  39,638  54 '014 

Great  Southern    ....  369,-337  217  ... 

Greenwich 254.786  .   .   .  2,276  2,916 

Hamilton  Fire      ....  2.52,338  1,208  938  1,451  '    878 

Hanover  Fire 1,715,783  12,038  10,958  9,798  11,115 

Hartford  Fire   ....  9,043,103  144,.565  120,646  126.625  133,392 

Home,  N.  Y 18,703,474  228,750  225,829  273,370  326  608 

Home  of  Utah      ....  938,004  11,116  7,643  5.163  4.858 

Humboldt 480,460  22,495  25,741  3.996  .   .   . 

Ins.  Co.  North  America .  8.875.681  72.881  62.084  74.478  97,788 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Pa.  .   .  1.325,316  13.241  15..305  12.197  .   .   . 

Ins.  Underws 711.682  5,126  ...  ...  ... 

International 252,232  3,869  2,842  5,905  7,969 

Imperial  Assurance   .   .  474,705  7,969  6,669  9,410  10,244 

Lumber 562,472  6,758  5,461  ...  ... 

Mechanics  &  Traders    .  833,524  9,241  7,495  12,026  17,123 

Mercantile  F.&MUnd.  2,156,705  .  .   .  1,249  811  ... 

Merchants 32S„500  3,190  4,773  4,146  4,885 

Merchants  F,  Assur.    .  601.651  11.936  14.187  18.4,55  21.316 

MichiganF.&M.     .   .   .  745,995  10,.540  11,804  12,612  14.626 

Michigan  Com'l  ....  600.010  6.678  14,165  11,181  14.344 

Minnesota  Underw.  .   .  4,216,643  94  1,111  704  ... 

National  Ben  Franklin.  1,385,5-54  62.264  54.043  36,677  7.377 

National  Fire 5,606,175  78,068  56.003  80.715  104.296 

National  Lumber    .   .   .  252.015  .   .   .  3,587  4.647  .   .   . 

National  Union     ....  1,263,340  91,722  119,745  126,169  151,818 

Newark  Fire       1,014,608  7,024  6.421  4,312  .   . 

New  Brunswick  ....  606,752  19,002  21,136  28,899  32,595 


1910 

$123,904 

130.987 

238.099 
47.775 
23,750 
46,002 
44,082 


10,083 
657 


31.218 

"5,822 

S4,130 
65,753 
72.942 


39,250 

'4  ,'386 
26,623 
55,835 
42,168 


31,994 
14.864 
22.648 
77.939 


10,148 

18,860 


65.240 


896 

13.465 

137.212 

396.678 

5. .559 

110.293 


9.574 
10,003 


19,209 

'l,S77 
11.442 
17.701 
20.708 


130.799 
133,160 
28,287 


no 
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Five  Years  San 

Surplus  as  to 

Other-American       Policyholders 

New  Hampshire    ....  $  3.07.5,715 

New  Haven  Underw  .   .  1,794.712 

New  Jersey 1.384,059 

New  York  Underwriters  9,043,103 

Niagara  Fire 3,387.433 

Niagara-Detroit  Underw  5.fi65.oo6 

Northern  of  N.  Y.   .   .  .  ^77.020 

Northwestern  F.  &  M.  .  64o,660 

Northwestern  Mutual  .  •  ■■■ 

Northwestern  Nat.    .   .  r^lMll 

North  River 1.132.923 

Occidental ?^I'^^ 

Old  Colony        '33.399 

Orient       2,002 .06o 

Pacific „IlJ--?o 

Pennsylvania  Fire     .   .  2.938,oo3 

People's  National  .   .   .  1,262,275 

Phcenix,  Hartford  .   .   .  8,273,407 

Protector   Underwriters  8.273.407 

Prov.-Washington     .   .  1.866.232 

Queen  of  America     .   .  5.021,442 

Reliance 567.593 

Republic  Underwrs  .   .  821,739 

Rhode  Island    .   .       .   .  728.602 

Rio  Grande 326.367 

Rochester-German  Undw  11,033,914 

Security     1.794,712 

Springfield  F.  &  M.      .   .  4,490,436 

Standard  Fire 956.193 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 4.216.643 

Sterling 1.310.131 

Stuyvesant      550,962 

United  Firemen's  ....  528.095 

United  States  Fire  .   .   .  592,429 

Westchester  Fire  ...  2,.5S1.455 

Williamsburg  City     .   .  1.816,086 

Total  American    .   .  

U.  .S.  Branch 

Foreign  Surplus 

Aachen  <t  Munich   .   .   .  $1,218,190 

Atlas  Assurance    ....  1.094,914 

British  America      .   .   .  723,433 

Caledonian 600.240 

Century 449, .591 

Commercial  Union       .   .  1,825.213 

Hamburg-Bremen     .   .   .  560,247 

Law  Union  &  Rock     .   .  875.292 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe    .   .  4.-573.466 

London  Assur l,201.3tVl 

Lon. &  Lancashire  .   .   .  1.784.991 

New  Zealand 430.149 

Netherlands 557.252 

North  British  &  Merc.  .  3.616.776 

Northern  Assur.       .   .   .  2.0S3.480 

Norwich  Union     ....  966.813 

Phcenix  Assur 1,216.921 

Palatine 1.004.438 

Prussian  National    .   .   .  1.003.406 

Rossia 999.085 

Royal         3.491.900 

ScottishUnion&N.     .   .  3.628.^09 

State  Assurance    .   .  468,676 

Sun.  London 1.547.360 

Svea  Fire 609.649 

Union  Assurance     .   .  .  se'^.SlS 

Western  Assur 1.076.34<« 

Yorkshire 439.115 


Francisco  Fire  Premiums— Concluded 


Total  Foreign 

Grand  Totals       

t^"  Totals  include  figures  of  retired  Compaiiies. 


1914 

1913 

1912 

1911 

1910 

$  30.769 

$  27.904 

$  5.642 

$    .   .   . 

$    .   .    . 

14,003 

10.8&4 

4,776 

1,440 

41,885 

18,017 

21.018 

4-25 

20,677 

20.908 

24,122 

13.253 

15,875 

39.946 

39.843 

30,511 

35,082 

40.091 

6,270 

8,400 

6.934 

3.791 

3.638 

3,616 

2,438 

1.006 

5,093 

1.342 

13,627 

7.573 

23.'747 

38,246 

20,987 

12.033 

7,'9&1 

26,838 

25,840 

30.292 

37,774 

43.'76b 

3.894 

878 

562 

1,252 

1.037 

21,826 

17,189 

24,381 

29.160 

34,'0-i8 

5,967 

4,114 

5.207 

25,511 

18,854 

23,.327 

25.'341 

26,891 

5.230 

4,682 

6,108 

14,470 

22.860 

67.400 

55,075 
1,087 

83,224 

99,022 

114,555 

21,522 

20,638 

21,518 

22.6.51 

23,"s09 

49.972 

52.803 

65,436 

89.897 

97,363 

8.941 

9,113 

9.027 

11.612 

15.100 

15.465 

14,542 

24.839 

24.264 

7,986 

5,504 
3,879 

1,710 

i2!oi5 

10,867 

i  5,886 

ii;514 

22,603 

17,305 

13,008 

20.979 

11.574 

80,941 

71,719 

95,979 

116,342 

121.977 

5,943 

5,462 

4,860 

1.246 

38.018 

27,142 

34,059 

35,217 

40.'935 

7,086 

3.435 

11.108 

6,780 

6,407 

22.495 

13.511 

14, .536 

15,056 

10.912 

15,838 

10.800 

20,813 

17,920 

25.5•^5 

41  .'446 

43.933 

23,332 

10. .535 

$2,619,494 

$2,359,927 

$2,694,107 

$3,033,793 

$3,217,075 

1914 

1913 

1912 

1911 

1910 

$       293 

$       361 

603 

$       819 

$  1,296 

46.996 

34.899 

46,660 

47.089 

55,197 

13,492 

1.689 

19.5.58 

16,105 

14.826 

12,206 

18.937 

.5.315 

6.409 

3.031 

.      .       - 

67,760 

31,359 

41..5-22 

'47,236 

44.150 

5.979 

16,021 

14.103 

14.571 

12,676 

13.546 

272.888 

239.518 

295.919 

345.949 

402.608 

95.142 

75,447 

97..314 

92.385 

91 .214 

68,143 

50,798 

61 .295 

69.507 

71.805 

106.093 

109,470  . 

117.801 

145.600 

16:3,416 

22,739 

8.515 

89.881 

71.365 

100.086 

10.5,612 

97.490 

98.731 

76.134 

119..322 

15:^,5.50 

171, 5-27 

31.857 

18.211 

79.454 

66.262 

78.266 

92.843 

80.1.30 

21,499 

16.089 

18.966 

24.322 

2S.023 

23,702 

15,.316 

17  ..525 

23.603 

2.620 

4.468 
141.958 

124.'957 

205.47'8 

240.241 

2.52.155 

43.721 

38.104 

46.677 

55.227 

64.256 

3.881 

2.305 

2.676 

1,140 

1.824 

54.09.T 

47,760 

61, .535 

61.462 

58.423 

18.624 

13,797 

12,521 

13.256 

13. .334 

35.900 

41,6.36 

64  ..505 

79.012 

72.7.54 

33.549 

25.203 

30.'**6 

43.977 

57,873 

19.387 

20,907 

12.5.55 

tl. 433.276 

$1,166,719 

$1,46.5,713 

$1,651,471 

$1,762,578 

fl,0.52.770 

$3,526,646 

$4,159,820 

$4. 6^8,040 

$1,979,653 

No   other  Journal  prints  this  compilation. 
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LOOKING    BACKWARD 


1811 

The  Phoenix  Assurance  of  London  entered 
the  United  States  in  1804.  In  December, 
1811,  it  published  an  advertisement  in  a 
New  York  paper  by  Thomas  W.  Satterwaite, 
its  agent,  to  the  effect  that  the  company's 
directors  authorized  him  to  announce  that 
"wliatever  may  be  the  political  situation  of 
the  United  States  with  Great  Britain,  no 
event  arising  therefrom  will  be  allowed  to 
operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  sufferer, 
who  will,  as  heretofore,  receive  at  this 
office  a  full  and  satisfactory  indemnity  for 
their  loss."  Six  months  later  war  broke 
out  between  the  two  countries  and  continued 
two  years  and  eight  month?. 


Twenty  Years  Ago 

The  Fireman's  Fund  led  in  Coast  marine 
business  with  $160,133  premiums. 

The  Coast  Review  of  February,  said  of 
the  recent  cut  in  rates: 

"Fire  underwriters  in  this  field  have 
recently  had  a  taste  of  rate-cutting.  The 
effect  of  this  bitter  draught,  tho'  only  sipped, 
should  be  wholesome.  Men  who  were 
usually  sensible  and  conservative  seemed  to 
have  lost  their  heads." 

"During  the  'war'  the  knife  was  freely 
used  in  San  Francisco  for  a  little  while, 
because  of  the  wholesale  falsification  by 
brokers.  All  the  talk  of  cutting,  however, 
was  gi'ossly  exaggerated.  But  at  Ogden 
rates  were  cut  80  percent,  by  wire  from 
Chicago." 

The  Coast  Review  of  this  issue  also  an- 
nounced: "The  new  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers of  the  Pacific,  after  repeated  and 
earnest  efforts,  has  been  organized  as  a 
successor  of  the  Pacific  Insurance  Union." 

The  first  officers  of  the  new  board  were: 
George  W.  Spencer,  president;  J.  W.  G.  Cof- 
ran,  vice  president;  Charles  D.  Haven, 
treasurer.  Besides  the  president  and  vice 
president,  members  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee were:  Caesar  Bertheau,  George  C. 
Boardman,  George  E.  Butler,  Homer  Craig, 
W.  J.  Callingham,  Cliarles  Ciiristensen,  A- 


D.  Harrison.  Alfred  Stillman  was  secretary 
of  the  executive  committee  and  T.  J.  Conroy 
was  assistant  secretary.  Of  the  men  men- 
tioned, five  have  since  died.  Five  have 
retired  from  the  business,  and  only  one, 
Charles  Christensen,  is  now  engaged  in  fire 
underwriting. 

Only  seven  companies  on  the  Coast  were 
outside  £>i  the  new  board.  Four  of  these 
soon  afterward  entered  the  board. 

The  United  States  supreme  court  decided 
that  the  state  can  exclude  foreign  compan- 
ies altogether,  and  can  enforce  any  prelimi- 
nary conditions.  This  ruling  sustained  the 
California  courts  in  every  particular.  The 
text  of  this  ruling  appears  on  page  74  .  of 
the  Coast  Review  for  1895.  Plaintiff  in 
error  was  R.  B.  Hooper. 

The  Fireman's  Fund  was  first  and  the 
Palatine  was  second  in  Coast  premiums. 

The  Northwest  F.  &  M.  Insurance  Co.  of 
Portland  retired  from  business.  It  was 
announced  that  all  claims  against  the  com- 
pany would  be  met  in  time  by  the  receiv- 
ers. 

The  Mutual  Fire  of  New  Y'ork  was  a 
proud  company  going  before  a  fall. 

Charles  A.  Laton  represented  the  Palatine. 

"William  Macdonald  represented  the  Lon- 
don &  Lancashire. 

William  J.  Landers  represented  the  Sun, 
Lion  and  Imperial. 

Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Comjiany  represented 
the  Manchester,  Caledonian  and  American 
of  N.  J. 

Robert  Dickson  represented  the  Royal 
Exchange,  Queen  and  Connecticut. 

C.  F.  Mullins  was  manager  for  the  Com- 
mercial Union. 

George  D.  Dornin  was  manager  for  the 
National. 

Rudolph  Herokl,  Jr.  represented  the 
Hamburg-Bremen  and  Niagara. 

Mann  &  Wilson  represented  the  Lanca- 
shire, St.  Paul,  Teutonia,  Girard  and  Agri- 
cultural. 
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Aetna  Insurance  Company 

This  near-centenarian  fire  office  has  $23,- 
400,527  assets,  of  which  16,537,115  is  net 
surplus,  $5,000,000  is  capital,  $9,792,036  is 
reinsurance  reserve,  and  $11,537,115  is 
policyholders'  surplus.  The  assets  gained 
about  a  million;  the  reinsurance  reserve 
gained  $846,247.  The  premium  income  for 
the  first  time  passed  the  10  million  post, 
being  $10,810,965,  a  gain  of  $862,023  in  the 
year.  W.  H.  Breeding  is  general  agent 
for  this  Coast,  and  E.  S.  Livingston  is 
assistant  general  agent. 


Employers  Liability  Assurance 

The  United  States  branch  statement  of  the 
Employers  Liability  Assurance  Corporation 
now  has  $8,334,162  assets,  a  gain  of  more 
than  a  million.  Of  this  big  sum,  $6,853,- 
643  is  deposited  with  state  insurance  de- 
partments and  trustees  for  the  special  pro- 
tection of  American  policyholders.  A  volun- 
tary reserve  of  $300,000  has  been  set  aside 
for  extraordinary  losses,  as  by  a  catastrophe. 
The  surplus,  exclusive  of  reserves,  is  $2,288, - 
538.  Business  made  a  large  increase  last 
year.  The  exhibit  is  complimentary  to 
Manager  Appleton  and  his  staff  of  workers. 
The  company  is  represented  on  this  Coast 
by  Charles  J.  Okell,  who  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  his  branch  of  insurance. 


Surety  Insurance  Complaint 

No;  complainant  hasn't  the  surety  insur- 
ance complaint.  But  he  files  a  complaiut 
to  this  effect:  He,  buying  the  policy  as  re- 
quired by  court,  insures  the  insurer  by  put- 
ting up  double  the  nominal  liability,  which 
latter  the  court  makes  double  the  actual 
liability.  After  insuring  the  insurer  against 
any  loss,  he  pays  the  insurer  a  premium  for 
running  no  risk  whatever.  What  kind  of  a 
game  is  this?  he  asks.  Loaded  dice?  He 
is  therefore,  if  alive  two  years  hence,  bound 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  ball  or  bowl  the  surety 
companies. 

Denver  fire  losses  are  about  $1.25  a  head. 


Acknowledgements 

"Policy  Clauses  Conditions  and  State  Laws, 
1915,"  published  by  the  Spectator  Com- 
pany. 

Fifty-Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Insurance,  State  of  New  York. 

"Cash  Value,"  an  address  delivered  before 
the  99th  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Society 
of  New  York.     By  L.  C.  Williams. 

The  Fire  Insurance  Pocket  Index,  1915. 
This  publication  gives  10  years'  statistics, 
with  totals  and  ratios  for  nearly  300  fire 
insurance  companies.  It  is  issued  by  the 
Spectator  Company  of  New  York. 

"The  Standard  Fire  Insurance  Tables, 
1905-1915,"  published  by  the  Standard 
Publishing  Company  of  Boston,  gives  a 
complete  ten  years'  record  of  the  leading 
fire  insurance  companies,  both  American 
and  Foreign. 


Why? 

Why  is  a  good  speaker  always  a  bad 
listener  ? 

Why  do  fire  underwriters  insure  men  who 
have  had  more  than  two  fires  originating  on 
their  own  premises  ? 

Why  is  the  letter  "p"  in  Thompson  ? 

W^hy  is  the  letter  "w"  in  wring,  write, 
Wright,  wrap,  wreath,  wrong? 

Why  does  Walter  Speyer  ride  in  a  new 
automobile  every  day? 

Why  do  local  agents  favor  local  or  state- 
controlled  political  rating  bureaus  which 
reduce  their  incomes? 


The  decline  of  New  York  city's  fire  prem- 
iums of  $1,728,347  in  two  years  may  be 
accepted  as  a  gage  of  the  country's  business 
conditions.  Normally  there  is  a  substantial 
gain.  The  year  1913  suffered  the  largest 
(4  percent)  decline.  The  premiums  are 
now  considerably  less  thau  $2,000,000  a 
month. 

The  Mutual  Life  paid  its  policyholders 
last  year  over  $69,000,000. 
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American     Union     Return     Commissions 

Hearings  are  now  on  before  the  court  re- 
garding the  claims  of  the  defunct  American 
Union  against  local  agents  on  the  matter  of 
return  commissions.  Secretary  Putnam  of 
the  National  Association  of  Insurance 
Agents  states  that  inquiries  are  being  re- 
ceived in  regard  to  what  individual  local 
agents  should  do.  They  wish  to  protect 
their  own  interests  and  yet  desire  to  act  in 
harmony  with  other  agents  if  any  action  is 
being  taken  through  the  association. 

It  is  learned  that  the  special  committee 
appointed  by  the  National  Association  has 
employed  counsel  on  this  case  and  that  said 
counsel  will  appear  in  the  court  for  local 
agents.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  best  for 
individual  agents  to  place  their  interests  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee  and  its  counsel, 
so  that  they  will  not  be  obliged  to  appear 
individually.  Whatever  is  done  by  the 
counsel  of  the  committee  will  represent  the 
interests  of  local  agents  and  will  be  equally 
in  defence  of  all. 


San  Francisco 

The  P.  P.  I.  Ex  covers  635  acres,  includ- 
ing parts  of  the  federal  government  reserva- 
tions and  one  city  park.  The  buildings 
seem  to  be  nearer  to  each  other  than  is 
necessary.  The  exposition  proper  is  seven 
blocks  long,  the  joy  zone  is  seven  blocks 
long,  and  the  state  and  federal  buildings 
extend  into  the  military  reservation.  The 
one  permanent  building,  erected  by  the 
exposition,  is  on  the  latter. 

The  exposition  has  fire  equipment  costing 
half  a  million  dollars.  There  are  three 
engine  houses  and  a  hundred  firemen,  who 
are  sober,  competent  and  without  political 
predilection.  High  pressure  hydrants,  200 
pounds,  are  200  feet  apart.  There  are  194 
high  pressure  hydrants.  Salt  water  auxil- 
iaries can  be  drawn  on  if  necessary.  Streams 
can  be  thrown  from  the  tops  of  the  highest 
buildings,  which  have  95  3-in.  hydrants. 
In  machinery  hall  there  are  21  hydrants  on 
the  100  foot  level.  Each  large  building  has  6 
40-gal.  chemical  tanks  on  wheels.  Hose 
everywhere — latest  styles — like  clock  work. 
On  the  giounds  are   102    fire  alarm  boxes, 


besides  76  miles  of  automatic  alarm  systems. 
There  are  also  in  the  palaces  automatic  fire 
sprinklers  and  fire-curtain  sprinklers.  Over 
400  feet  above  the  ground  stands,  day  and 
night,  a  fire  lookout  who  scans  the  hundreds 
of  roofs  for  a  possible  blaze. 

The  entire  fire  protection  system  was  in- 
stalled under  the  direction  and  supervision, 
of  engineers  from  the  National  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters  and  the  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  of  the  Pacific,  and  of  the 
manager  of  the  Fire  Underwriters  Inspection 
Bureau  of  San  Francisco. 

The  new  central  fire  alarm  station  in 
Jefferson  park  or  square  is  now  "in  com- 
mission." The  station  is  fire  proof  and 
quake  proof,  and  the  departments  are 
separate  and  not  affected  by  any  accident 
in  one  or  another.  The  boards  in  the  main 
room  have  a  capacity  for  1,500  alarm  boxes. 
There  are  18  emergency  circuits.  Alarm 
taps  are  received  at  the  rate  of  5  a  second. 
Calls  are  automatically  repeated  three 
times.  There  is  a  dynamo  operated  by  a 
gas  engine  but  current  is  available  from 
four  outside  sources.  Wires,  which  carry 
2,500  volts,  have  flame  proof  isolation. 


Bradstreet  Miller,  who  organized  the  Los 
Angeles  Fire,  finds  the  times,  the  promotion 
expense  limit  and  the  time  limit  (July  1) 
all  unfavorable  to  his  proposed  Los  Angeles 
Life. 


The  Prudential  will  pay  dividends  to 
policyholders  in  1916.  No  increase  in  prem- 
iums is  contemplated.  Practically  all  of  the 
capital  stock  has  been  purchased  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  trustee. 


Reductio  ad  Absurdum.  —  The  Ohio 
attorney  general  rules  that  the  merging  of 
seven  Ohio  life  companies  as  proposed 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  state  anti-trust 
laws. 


The  Maine  Fire  of  Portland,  Me.,  is  being 
organized  with  $200,000  capital. 


Letters  to  British  Honduras  can  now  be 
sent  for  2  cts  postage. 

Heppner,  Or.  —  New  Heppner  Loan  & 
Savings  Bank  chartered  today. 
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New  Commissioner  of  Idaho 

Boise,  Ida.,  March  1. 
Geo.  F.  Steele,  of  Coeur  d'Alene,  was 
appointed  insurance  commissioner  today  to 
fill  out  the  term  expiring  July  1st  this  year. 
Bill  consolidating  the  office  with  that  of 
bank  commissioner  still  in  legislature. 


Blanket  or    Floater    Policies   Condemned 
by  Locals 

It  is  reported  that  the  matter  of  blanket 
or  floater  policies  on  chain  stores,  etc., 
received  considerable  attention  at  the  recent 
mid-year  conference  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Insurance  Agents.  Local  agents  and 
companies  have  noted  with  considerable 
apprehension  the  apparent  increase  in  the 
issuance  of  this  form  of  policy  on  the  part 
of  some  companies  for  one  or  two  leading 
brokerage  firms. 

Reports  were  presented  at  the  meeting, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  issuance  of 
these  contracts  was  contrary  to  good 
practices  and  seemed  to  override  the  rights 
of  local  agents  and  agency  companies.  Con- 
siderable surprise  was  manifested  at  the 
names  of  companies  reported  as  writing 
these  contracts.  A  declaration  was  adopted 
stating  that  the  issuance  of  these  policies 
was  contrary  to  overhead  writing  rules  and 
violated  good  practices  in  other  respects. 


General  Agent  C.  A,  Henry  has  returned 
from  Honolulu. 

Col.  A.  H.  Wray  of  New  York,  U.  S. 
manager  of  the  Commercial  Union  Assur- 
ance Company,  is  in  town. 

Insurance  Congress  Commissioner  Hatha- 
way is  in  New  York,  where  the  life  men 
gave  him  a  banquet. 

The  United  States  Life,  formerly  repre- 
sented in  San  Francisco  by  Dr.  Redmon, 
had  a  very  successful  year  in  '14.  The 
company  now  has  about  8  millions  of  assets. 

Los  Angeles. — A  yonng  woman  here  saya 
that  she  called  up  by  telephone  a  fire  station, 
to  give  an  alarm  of  fire  in  her  house,  but 
could  get  no  answer.  She  then  ran  to  the 
station  -  house  and  found  all  the  firemen 
sound  asleep. 


Marine  Loss 

"When  bound  for  St.  Johns  this  morning 
the  gasoline  boat  Sacajawea  from  Portland 
caught  fire.  Captain  Smith  had  his  two 
assistants  managed  to  fight  the  flames  till 
the  gas  boat  Echo  came  to  their  aid,  when 
the  flames  were  put  out.  The  Sacajawea 
w-as  beached  at  the  lower  end  of  Swan 
island.  The  boat  plies  between  Portland 
and  St.  Johns. 

Wire  and  Water  Break  Fall 

San  Bernardino,  Cal.,  March  1.— Stepping 
out  to  a  fire  escape  on  the  third  floor  of  the 
Maryland  hotel  in  his  sleep,  Stacey  Moore, 
a  dry  goods  clerk,  plunged  three  stories  in 
the  rear  of  the  building  and  landed  in  a  tub 
of  water.  He  will  live,  physicians  say. 
Telephone  wires  broke  the  force  of  his 
fall. 

School  For  Salesmen 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  of  California  offers 
free  instruction  and  direction  to  new  agents 
and  might-be  agents.  It  is  a  school  of  sales- 
manship, with  particular  hints,  suggestions, 
information,  stories  of  experience  and  stores 
of  knowledge,  along  lines  that  eventuates 
in  writing  lines  of  life  and  accident  insur- 
ance in  a  pleasing  and  profitable  manner. 
Some  of  the  most  unlikely  pupils  pull  up 
winners  and  buy  automobiles.  Information 
as  to  the  free  day  or  night  school  can  be 
obtained  by  writing  to  the  company's  home 
office  in  Los  Angeles  or  to  any  of  its  branch 
offices  or  agencies.  Write,  read,  reflect  and 
pick  your  place  in  the  sun. 

Lectures 

Frederick  L.  HofTman,  statistician  of  the 
Prudential  Insurance  Company,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  sailed  from  San  Francisco  on  Wednes- 
day, the  24th  ult. ,  for  Honolulu,  to  return 
to  San  Francisco  April  7th.  He  will  deliver 
a  series  of  lectures  on  insurance  at  the 
University  of  California.  After  Mr.  Hoflf- 
man  returns  to  New  York,  he  will  again 
visit  San  Francisco  the  latter  part  of  Sep- 
tember to  deliver  lectures  at  Stanford  Uni- 
versity, and  to  participate  in  the  program  of 
the  World's  Insurance  Congress,  October 
•4th  to  leth. 
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Thank  Goodness! 

Congress  has  adjourned. 

The  Idaho  legishiture  has  adjourned. 

The  Oregon  legislature  has  adjourned. 

The  Xew  Mexico  legislature  has  adjourned. 

The  Arizona  legislature  has  adjourned. 

The  jitneys  in  southern  California  are 
fast — decreasing. 

The  California  and  "Washington  legisla- 
tors can  present  no  more  new  bills  before 
1917. 

Robbers  Set  Fire 

A  Los  Angeles  apartment  house  was  found 
afire.  While  the  guests  were  scurrying 
about  for  safety,  robbers  entered  their  rooms 
and  stole  many  valuables.  It  is  therefore 
reasonably  certain  that  the  thieves  set  the 
fire.  Perhaps,  too,  they  chloroformed  the 
firemen  in  the  nearby  station-house,  who 
were  found  sound  asleep. 

Is  It  a  New  Moral  Hazard  ? 

Billiards  is  a  naughty  game,  leading  to 
profanity  and  intemperance,  in  tlie  opinion 
of  some  people.  Hostile  legislation  against 
the  ivory  game  is  probable  in  Oklahoma 
and  other  "dry"  states.  In  Oklahoma, 
it  is  said,  a  state  law  against  playing 
the  game  or  buying,  selling  and  keeping 
billiard  balls  is  proposed.  In  Oregon,  the 
towns  Philomath,  Milton  and  Brownsville 
prohibit  billiard  halls  and  billiard  tables, 
with  or  without  jtockets  or  unclad  legs. 
We  mention  these  facts  because  opposition 
to  the  ancient  and  noble  game  of  billiards, 
which  makes  a  man  walk  several  miles — 
and  thirsty — may  throw  thousands  of  French 
and  pocket  billiard  rooms  out  of  business, 
and  early  increase  the  moral  hazard  of  this 
class  of  risks.  It  is  said  that  nearly  $4,000, - 
000  a  month  is  paid  for  rents  of  billiard 
halls  in  this  country,  and  about  150,000  men 
are  employed  in  the  business.  If  opposition 
becomes  a  fad,  the  voters  will  not  hesitate 
to  empty  100,000  buildings  and  set  150,000 
employes  adrift  —  even  if  the  fire  loss  is 
increased  thereby. 

Lightning  caused  570  fires  in  Illinois  last 
year,     with     a     loss     of     over    $1,000,000. 


Altogether,  there  were  11,605  fires  in  the 
state  in  1914.  The  fire  marshal  says  75  per 
cent  of  the  number  were  preventable.  Fires 
with  a  loss  of  less  than  §500  are  not  reported. 
Fires  from  adjoining  buildings  caused  only 
944  fires  and  $1,044,751  losses. 

Illinois'  insurance  superintendent  is;  work- 
ing hard  for  state  insurance.  His  name  is 
Potts.  It's  a  "fill"  he  is  giving  the  legis- 
lators. The  banking  superintendent  has 
not  yet  come  out  for  state  banking,  though 
that  would  make  a  lot  of  new  of^ces  and 
pay  political  debts  too. 

Superstition  continues  to  thrive  in  enlight- 
ened America,  according  to  the  Bankers 
Life  of  Des  Moines  which  reports  this  inci- 
dent. A  policyholder  elected  to  change  his 
policy  for  a  newer  form  and  on  the  exchange 
was  entitled  to  a  refund  of  $13.  He  was 
]oath  to  accept  the  refund.  His  super- 
stitious nature  objected  to  the  specific 
amount  involved.  The  idea  of  having  the 
figures  "13"  in  any  way  mixed  up  with  his 
life  insurance  policy  w'as  very  distasteful  to 
him.  He  considered  them  somewhat  in  the 
light  of  a  death  warrant  and  implored  the 
company,  by  mail,  that  he  be  given  $12.99 
instead  of  $13.     His  request  was  granted. 

There  is  a  movement  in  Washington  to 
divide  the  state,  as  in  California.  It  is 
among  the  possibilities  that  American  large 
cities  in  time  will  be  the  capitals  of  small 
states,  rather  than  be  governed  by  villages 
and  farms.  The  new  states  of  Seattle  and 
Los  Angeles  and  St.  Louis  and  Chicago  and 
New  York  may  be  on  the  map  in  1950. 

The  State  Mutual  Life  of  Rome,  Ga., 
appears  to  be  a  noble  Roman.  It  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Georgia  state  insurance  depart- 
ment but  is  meeting  every  obligation,  in 
accordance  with  the  theory  of  legal  reserve 
life  insurance.  Premiums  are  being  collected 
and  claims  are  paid  promptly  The  receiver- 
ship appears  to  have  been  spitework. 

In  four  years  the  .Etna  (Fire)  of  Hartford 
will  be  100  years  old. 
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SPRINGFIELD   F.    <&  M.    INS.    CO. 

Gains  In  Assets,  Reinsurance  Reserve 
and  Premiums  Last  Year — A  11  Mil- 
lionaire 66  Years  Old 

The  past  year  was,  as  regards  fire 
underwriting,  the  worst  since  confla- 
gration 1906,  and  one  of  the  worst 
in  the  history  of  American  fire  insur- 
ance. The  heavy  losses  in  the  Salem 
fire  made  the  difference  between  a 
profit  and  no  profit  for  the  companies 
as  a  whole;  but  1914  has  distinguished 
itself  by  the  number  of  small  losses  in 
every  section  of  the  country,  piling  up 
tremendous  totals  of  loss  claims  and 
payments. 

The  Springfield  F.  &  M.  Insurance 
Company  is  a  Massachusetts  company 
and  suffered  its  fair  share  of  the  Salem 
losses,  but  its  loss  experience  for  the 
year  nevertheless  was  within  the  gen- 
eral average.  The  company  is  fortu- 
nate besides  being  well  managed. 

Assets  increased  to  beyond  11  mil- 
lions. The  reinsurance  reserve  ad- 
vanced from  $5,286,835  to  $5,542,966, 
which  indicates  a  lot  of  new  business. 
The  premium  income,  $5,880,495, 
gained  $137,377.  The  total  income 
was  $6,406,855,  and  the  outgo, 
$6,113,933,  leaving  a  substantial  bal- 
ance to  the  good.  The  usual  10  per 
cent  dividends  out  of  the  interest 
earnings  were  paid  the  happy  stock- 
holders. But  these  dividends  were 
only  5.5  percent  of  the  capital  and 
surplus,  after  all. 

The  Pacific  department  is  conducted 
by  Manager  Geo.  W.  Dornin,  assisted 
by  John  C.  Dornin,  and  astaff  of  good 
fellows  who  are  superintendents  of 
agencies. 


95  Fire  Companies  Lost  Money  in  Under- 
writing Last  Year 

Our  readers  know  that  the  year  1914  was 
a  bad  one  for  fire  underwriting  in  this 
country ;  but  they  will  have  a  better  idea  of 
the  fire  losses  when  we  tell  them  that  69 
American  companies  and  26  foreign  compan- 
ies lost  money  on  the  underwriting  account. 
This  is  a  total  of  95  losers. 

The  losses  incurred  and  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  each  of  these  companies  were 
more  than  their  premium  receipts.  And 
this  does  not  tell  all;  for  a  part  of  the 
premiums  reported  were  unearned  and 
carry  a  liability  for  losses  yet  to  be  incurred. 

Inspections. — The  Fire  Underwriters  Inspec- 
tion Bureau  reports  a  special  inspection  of 
Oakland  schoolhouses.  In  the  past  year 
2,061  buildings  were  inspected  in  Oakland, 
571  in  Alameda,  and  982  in  Berkeley — all 
growing,  growling  cities.  In  Portland  6,005 
buildings  were  inspected.  The  stringent 
gasoline  and  oil  ordinance  drawn  by  the 
Bureau  has  been  strictly  enforced.  All 
frame  theatres  have  been  removed.  In 
Seattle,  4,750  buildings  were  inspected. 
The  permanent  inspected  district  compris- 
ing 338  blocks  received  its  eleventh  com- 
plete inspection.  In  Tacoma,  1,403  build- 
ings were  inspected,  and  in  Spokane,  1,643. 
The  Bureau  does  great  service  for  the 
public  and  keeps  losses  down. 


San  Francisco. — The  fire  commission  asks 
the  supervisors  for  11,925,453  for  the  next 
fiscal  year.  This  is  $285,735  more  than  for 
expiring  fiscal  year.  For  insuring  the  two 
fireboats,  $3,500  is  asked;  and  $5,000  for 
altering  the  fire  towers,  to  connect  with  the 
high  pressure  system.  For  new  apparatus 
and  hose,  $225,000  is  solicited.  The  super- 
visors should  respond  generously. 


The  Pacific  Mutual' s  monthly-premium 
complete  protection  policy  now  has  several 
new  and  attractive  features.  Indemnities 
are  increased  for  semi-annual  and  annual 
premium  payment  in  advance. 
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s;  Largest  Fire  Insurance  Company — Chartered  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  ^ 

1849—     Incorporated  1849— Charter  Perpetual    —1915 

Springfield^ 

Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company   {\     cj 

of  Springfield,  Massachusetts  f/^  iC    f\ 

Cash   Capital,   $2,500,00O^"1^    vV" 

A.  IV.  DAMON,  President  U'     >  /<^^x 

ANNUAL   STATEMENT,  JANUARY  1,  1915       ^^ 

Assets 

Cash  on  hand,  in  banks  and  Cash  Items $      778,303  66 

Cash  in  hands  of  Agents  and  in  course  of  collection 1,201,893  42 

Accrued  Interest       65,786  41 

Real  Estate  Unincumbered .    .    .    ,  300,000  00 

Loans  on  Mortgage  (first  lien) 2,053,870  00 

Bank  Stocks 1,722,184  00 

Railroad  Stocks 2,656,625  00 

Miscellaneous  Stocks 1,273,125  00 

Railroad  Bonds 290,848  00 

State,  County  and  Municipal  Bonds 577,110  00 

Miscellaneous  Bonds 138,380  00 

TOTAL  ASSETS $11,058,125  49 

Liabilities 

Capital  Stock $  2,500,000  00 

Reserve  for  Re-insurance     5,542,965  64 

Reserve  for  all  Unpaid  Losses        , 583,700  36 

Reserve  for  all  other  Liabilities 353,301  61 


TOTAL  LIABILITIES .   .  $8,979,967  61 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  ....     $  4,578,157  88 

Losses  Paid  Since  Organization,         -        -        -     $  61,973,344  28 

PACIFIC     COAST     DEPARTMENT 
Kohl    Buildins*  .       -       -         San    Francisco,  Cal. 

GEO.  W.  DOHNIN,  JOHN  C.  VORNIN, 

Manager  Asst,  Manager 


f  SUPERINTENDENTS    OF    AGENCIES  ^^  "^ 

GEO.  C.  CODDING  FRANK  H.  YOUNG  *~  i.  E.  CRANDALL  L.  B.  ROGERS 

J.  F.  R.  WEBBER^  C.  H.  ANDERSON  H.  K.  NOURSE 
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At  Sacramento  the  legislature  is  again  in  session. 
Tiiere  are  2,685  bills  to  be  put  through  or  smoth- 
ered after  the  interregnum  of  critical  objections 
noisy  approvals,  cunning  vote  catching,  bargain- 
ing, trading,  and  other  devices  which  make 
legislation  uncertain  and  too  often  unjust.  "Cheer 
up,  the  worst  is  yet  to  come." 

■XX 

An  American  who  once    holds    office    is    never 
again  happy  unless  racing  for  another. 

t% 

Diogones  is  still  rambling  round  with  his  lantern. 

He  has  never  visited  our  office. 

tt 
A  Tennessee  court  (170  S.  W.  1026)  rules  that 
if  a.  baby  has  red  hair  and  the  putative  father 
likewise  has  red  hair  the  presumption  of  paternal 
relationship  is  warranted.  We  infer,  therefore, 
that  if  a  baby  is  baldheaded  and  the  putative 
father  is  baldheaded,  the  paternal  relationship  is 
likewise  warranted. 

XX    . 

In  Iowa  the  Fireman's  Fund  is  the  premium 
leader.  The  state's  fire  premiums,  less  than  hal 
of  those  of  California,  fell  off  over  a  million,  or 
17  percent.  This  large  loss  is  something  very 
remarkable  for  an  agricultural  state.  The  loss 
ratio  was  again  high  and  business  unprofitable. 

tt 

Fire  companies'  incurred  loss  ratios  1914  average 

two  points  more  than  their  paid  loss  ratios. 

%t 

Professional  insurance  examiners  are  as  reliable  as 

professional  handwriting  experts. 


Nev.— Ida.— Utah.— Silver  production  39,952,- 
000  ounces  in  1914,  a  gain  of  800,000.  Copper, 
221 ,962,000  pounds,  a  decline  of  40,000,000  or 
$10,500,000.  Lead,  540,347,000  pounds,  a 
gain  of  40,000,000  but  a  loss  in  value.  Zinc 
65,9 1  1 ,000  pounds,  a  gain  of  9,500,000.  Gold 
115,735,000,  a  decline  of  §1,000,000.  Nevada 
leads  in  the  three  states,  in  gold  and  silver.  Utah 
leads  in  copper,   and  Idaho  in  lead. 

%t 

The  man  who  is   reconciled   to   extreme  age — or 

youth — may  be  a  philosopher  but  more  likely 

liar. 

n 

The  insurance  solicitor  is  said   to   be   a    man    of 
assets  with  a  surplus  of  lieabilities. 

XX 

Manitoba  proposes  a  moratorium.     This  pleads 

poverty  or  war  conditions.      Manitoba  is   a   good 

place — to  avoid. 

XX 

There  appears  to  be  a  $20,000, 000  deficit  ahead 

of  the  post  office  department.     Still  a   society  of 

rich  men  is  working  for  let  letter  postage. 

XX 

The  Coast  Review  Fire  Chart  puts  the  expendi- 
tures next  to  the  income  and  the  premiums  next 
to  the  reinsurance  reserve,  which  is  the  unearned 
premium  and  should  bear  some  near  relation  to 
the  premium  income. 

xt 

It  is  the    unexpected   that    happens.      Are 
insured  ? 


you 
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Insurance  in  State  and   Federal  Courts 

OUR    BEST    DIGEST    OF    RECENT    DECISIONS 


FIRE  Insurance  in  Court 
Oral  Agreement  Not  Binding 

An  oral  agreement  to  make  a  contract  of 
insurance  in  the  future  held  not  binding  on 
the  insurer,  where  premium  was  not  paid 
or  policy  delivered.— California  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Settle,  172  S.  W.  119. 

No  Market  Value 

Where  personal  property  covered  by  a  fire 
policy  had  no  market  value  at  the  time  of  a 
loss,  the  intrinsic  value  could  be  shown. — 
State  Mutual  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Texas  v. 
Cathey,  172  S.  W.  187. 

Agent  May  Testify 

The  purpose  of  Laws  1911,  p.  2i?j,  §  105, 
is  to  prevent  overinsurance,  and  an  agent 
issuing  a  fire  policy  may  testify  to  the  value 
of  the  property  at  that  time. — Rasmusson  v. 
North  Coast  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  145  P.  GIO. 

Arbitration 

Where  an  insurer,  after  proof  of  loss, 
denies  its  liability  and  does  not  seek  to  have 
the  dispute  submitted  to  arbitration,  the 
jury  may  find  that  arbitration  has  been 
w-aived. — City  of  Fall  River  v.  .Etna  Ins.  Co., 
107  N.  E.  367. 

Instruction 

An  instruction  that,  if  the  settlement 
relied  on  by  the  insurer  was  fraudulently 
procured,  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover 
what  would  fairly  cover  his  loss,  held  proper. 
Johnson  v.  Minnesota  Farmers'  Mutual  Ins. 
Co..  150  N.  W.  174. 

Representations  as  to  Members  of  Firm 

Insurer  held  not  estopped  to  rely  upon 
representations  and  concealment  as  to  the 
persons  constituting  the  firm  to  which  the 
policy  was  issued,  though  it  did  not  plead 
such  defense  in  a  prior  discontinued  action. 
Jacobs  V.  Queen  Ins.  Co.  of  America,  1.50 
N.  W.  147. 


Fire  Insurance  in  Court 
Loss  Payable  To 

A  policy  issued  to  agent  of  a  vendor,  the 
loss  to  be  paid  to  purchaser's  contractor  as 
his  interest  might  appear,  and  the  balance 
to  the  purchaser,  held,  by  equally  divided 
court,  binding  on  insurer,  though  the  agent 
had  no  insurable  interest. — Houran  v.  ,Etna 
Ins.  Co.,  150  N.  W.  137. 

Mortgagee 

A  mortgagee  has  no  interest  in  a  policy 
issued  on  the  mortgaged  property  to  .the 
mortgagor  unless  created  by  covenant. 

Where  a  mortgagor  covenants  to  maintain 
insurance  for  the  benefit  of  the  mortgagee, 
insurance  inures  to  the  benefit  of  the  mortg- 
agee. —  Johnson  v.  Northern  Minnesota 
Land  &  Investment  Co.,  150  N.  W.  596. 

Mortgage  Clause 

A  mortgage  clause  in  an  insurance  policy 
held  an  independent  contract  with  the 
mortgagee  by  which  other  conditions  of  the 
policy  were  waived  by  the  insurer,  including 
acts  of  the  mortgagor  affecting  the  insurance 
so  far  as  his  interests  are  concerned. — 
Stamey  V.  Royal  Exch.  Assur.  Co.,  145  P. 
563. 

Under  a  mortgage  clause  in  an  insurance 
policy,  held  that  the  mortgagee  could 
recover  from  the  insurer  the  unpaid  balance 
of  its  mortgage  lien  on  the  property. — Id. 

Policy  as  Evidence 

Exclusion  of  the  policy  sued  on  from  evi- 
dence held  error. 

Waiver  of  Proof 

Where  waiver  of  proof  of  loss  is  an  issue, 
all  evidence  tending  to  establish  such  waiver 
should  be  admitted. — Southern  Idaho  Con- 
ference Ass'n  of  Seventh  Day  Adventists  v. 
Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co. ,  145  P.  502. 


Insurance   in  Court 
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Fire  Insurance  in   Court 

Word  "Warehouse"' 

Where  policy  covered  varnish  warehouse, 
the  word  "warehouse"  did  not  include  an 
adjacent  building  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  varnish. — Leavitt  v.  National  Fire  Ins. 
Co.  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  151  N.  'Y.  S.  71. 

Mutual  By-Law  Invalid 

Held,  that  the  statutory  remedies  against 
member  of  county  co-operative  insurance 
corporation  were  exclusive,  and  that  by- 
law avoiding  his  policy  after  30  days'  failure 
to  pay  assessments  was  invalid. — Seely  v. 
Tioga  County  Patrons'  Fire  Relief  Ass'n, 
151  N.  Y.  S.  126. 

No  Insurable  Interest  in  Wife's  Property 

A  husband  has  no  insurable  interest  in 
the  separate  property  of  his  wife,  though 
he  collects  the  rent  and  uses  the  money  as 
his  own. — Wisecup  v.  American  Ins.  Co.  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  172  S.  W.  73. 


ACCIDENT    and    LIABILITY    Insurance 
in  Court 

Guest  in  Automobile 

Where  plaintiff,  while  a  guest  in  defend- 
ant's automobile,  was  injured  through  de- 
fendant's negligence,  that  a  liability  insur- 
ance company  was  ultimately  liable  and 
would  have  to  reimburse  defendant  for  any 
recovery  against  him  does  not  deprive  the 
court  of  jurisdiction  of  the  action  by  plaintiff. 
91  A.  547. 

Time  Limit 

An  employer  protected  by  liability  insur- 
ance must  bring  his  action  to  recover  for 
loss  or  expense  for  which  the  insurer  was 
liable  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
policy.— 148  N.  Y.  S.  1013. 

Death  Must  Be  Intentionally  Caused 

An  accident  policy  excluding  injuries  in- 
tentionally inflicted  held  not  to  exclude 
recovery,  where  insured  died  from  a  fall 
due  to  a  blow  struck  by  another,  and  where 
the  blow,  but  not  the  fatal  result,  was 
intentional. 


Accident  and   Liability  Insurance 

"Intentionally  inflicted,"  as  used  in  an 
accident  policy,  refers  to  fatal  injuries  re- 
sulting from  the  fall,  and  not  from  the 
blow,  where  death  was  not  intentionally 
caused  though  the  blow  was  intentional. 

The  insurer  should  plead  and  prove  its 
contention  that  insured's  death  was  due  to 
a  cause  excepted  from  the  accident  policy 
sued  on. — Union  Accident  Co.  v.  Willis, 
145  P.  812. 

Violation  of  Law 

Violation  of  law  by  employer  held  not  to 
relieve  insurer  against  liability,  unless  injury 
to  employee  was  due  to  such  violation. 

Under  Employers'  Liability  Act,  pro- 
prietor of  sawmill  held  required  to  provide 
a  railing  to  prevent  persons  from  falling 
from  a  walkway  alongside  of  a  flume  and, 
not  having  done  so,  not  entitled  to  recover 
on  an  employer's  liability  insurance  policy. 
Bridal  Veil  Lumbering  Co.  v.  Pacific  Coast 
Casualty  Co.,  145  P.  671. 


Sunstroke  an  Accident 

A  sunstroke,  which  resulted  from  volun- 
tary exposure  to  the  sun's  rays  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  insured's  business,  held  within 
the  terms  of  an  accident  policy. — 148  N.  Y. 
S.  1016. 

BURGLARY  Insurance  in   Court 

A  burglary  policy,  conditioned  for  liability 
only  if  there  be  forcible  entry  and  violent 
entrance  and  visible  marks  on  the  premises 
of  the  actual  force  and  violence  used  in 
making  entry  or  exit,  does  not  cover  a  case 
of  entry  and  exit  by  opening  an  unlocked 
door. — Rosenthal  v.  American  Bonding  Co., 
100  N.  E.  716. 


Equity. — Bill  to  set  aside  insurance  adjust- 
ment by  a  number  of  companies  and  to 
require  accounting  by  third  party,  to  whom 
drafts  for  the  loss  had  been  transferred, 
held  to  state  a  case  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  equity. — Empire  City  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
American  Cent    Ins.  Co.,  218  F.  774. 
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BOND  Insurance  in  Court 

Prior    Indebtedness 

Tlie  employer  cannot,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  sureties  on  the  bond  of  its  employee, 
apply  money,  collected  by  him  under  his 
contract  of  employment,  for  faithful  per- 
formance of  which  they  alone  became 
sureties,  on  his  indebtedness  to  it  under  a 
prior   contract  of  employment.— 92  A.  165. 

AUTOMOBILE   Insurance  In  Court 

Repairs 

Where  the  owner  of  an  insured  automo- 
bile agreed  to  allow  the  insurer  to  repair 
the  machine  under  certain  conditions,  the 
owner  may,  notwithstanding  such  agree- 
ment, sue  on  the  policy,  leaving  to  t!ie 
insurer  the  defense  that  it  completed  the 
repairs  as  agreed. — Gaffey  v.  St.  Paul  Fire 
&  Marine  Ins.  Co.,  149  N.  Y.  S.  859. 


LIFE   Insurance  in  Court 
Lapse 

Under  Laws  1892,  and  the  terms  of  a 
policy  issued  thereafter,  held  that  where 
a  lapse  of  premiums  occurred  after  the 
policy  had  been  in  force  over  three  years, 
and  there  was  no  notice  before  lapse  to 
apply  the  surrender  value  to  the  purchase 
of  temporary  insurance,  the  beneficiary  on 
the  death  of  the  insured  was  entitled  only 
to  the  amount  of  a  paid-up  policy,  which 
could  have  been  purchased  with  the  reserve. 
148  N.  Y.  S.  1024. 


Injuries    From    Being    Sucked    Under    a 
Train 

An  action  for  which  the  court  could  find 
only  one  precedent,  that  of  Graney  et  ux  v. 
St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  Ry.  Co.,  157  Mo.  666, 
57  S.  W.  276,  50  L.  R.  A.  153,  is  reported 
in  170  Southwestern  Reporter,  198,  under 
the  title  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Lawson, 
the  opinion  being  by  the  court  of  appeals  of 
Kentucky.  Defendant  in  error,  plaintiff 
below,  while  walking  along  the  side  of 
defendant's  railroad  track,  was  in  some 
way  thrown  or  drawn  under  a  passing  train 
and  seriously  injured.  The  train  was 
alleged  to  be  moving  at  a  high  rate  of  speed 


through  an  incorporated  town  when  the 
injury  occurred,  and  it  was  claimed  that,  on 
account  of  the  excessive  speed,  plaintiff  was 
drawn  under  by  suction. 

Various  witnesses  testified  that  there  was 
no  suction  toward  a  train  until  it  had  passed 
and  the  air  rushed  in  to  fill  the  vacuum 
made  by  its  passing,  and  only  one  witness 
testified  to  having  ever  seen  a  live  object 
drawn  under  a  train.  He  stated  that  upon 
one  occasion  he  had  seen  a  man  sucked 
from  a  railroad  platform,  but  refused  to 
state  who  it  was. 

The  court  says:  "We  deem  it  unneces- 
sary, for  the  purpose  of  this  case,  to  pass  on 
the  question  of  the  possibility  of  such  an 
accident.  We  content  ourselves  with  saying 
that,  even  if  possible,  the  probability  of  its 
occurrence  is  so  remote  that  it  cannot  be 
said  to  be  an  accident  which  should,  in  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care,  be  reasonably 
anticipated  by  those  operating  railroad 
trains.  That  being  true,  a  railroad  com- 
pany does  not  owe  the  licensees  wal  ing 
along  the  side  of  its  tracks,  and  who  know 
of  the  approach  of  its  trains,  the  duty  of 
moderating  the  speed  of  the  trains  so  as  to 
prevent  tlieir  being  sucked  under.  *  *  * 
The  number  of  persons  actually  sucked 
under  trains,  even  if  such  cases  ever  occur, 
is  so  infinitesimally  small  it  would  certainly 
be  unreasonable  to  require  railroad  com- 
panies to  reduce  the  speed  of  their  trains 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  such  accidents. 
If  there  be  any  danger  from  suction,  cer- 
tainly a  licensee  who  knows  of  the  approach 
of  a  train  and  has  reasonable  opportunity  to 
do  so  must  get  away  from  the  track  a 
sufficient  distance  to  avoid  being  injured  in 
that  way." 

Judgment  for  plaintiff  was  reversed. — 
Southwestern  Reporter. 


Agent's  Liability. — Where  agents  failed  to 
comply  with  the  insurer's  demand  that  they 
either  collect  an  additional  premium  or 
cancel  a  policy  and  the  insurer  made  no 
unconditional  demand  for  its  cancellation, 
the  agent's  liability  was  limited  to  the 
amount  of  the  additional  premium. — 169  S. 
W.  233. 
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Make  Owners  Responsible  for  Fire  Dam- 
ages to  Adjacent  Property,  as  in 
France 

Mr.  Oscar  B.  M(;Glasson  of  Chicago,  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Wholesale  Grocers 
Assoi'iation,  urges  the  members  of  that 
association  to  support  a  law  declaring  and 
fixing  individual  responsibility  for  fires, 
telHng  them  that  if  owners  were  only  made 
responsible  for  damages  done  to  adjoining 
or  adjacent  property  by  fires  starting  on 
their  premises  and  because  of  their  own 
neglect  or  careles.^ness  the  loss  ratio  through 
the  United  States  would  be  pulled  down  a 
thii'd  or  a  half  within  twelve  months,  and 
rates  would  similarly  decline.  There  is  an 
unceasing  talk  that  insurance  rates  are 
arbitrarily  made  by  companies,  acting  practi- 
cally as  a  monopoly  or  trust  among  them- 
selves and  that  the  public  are  helpless, 
with  no  alternative  but  to  pay  what  is 
demanded  or  carry  their  own  risks.  Wliat 
is  true — as  immovably  true  as  aritlimetic — 
is  that  if  fire  waste  goes  down  materially 
and  unquestionably  (  of  course  a  mere 
temporary  little  decline  which  is  not  refer- 
able to  any  cause  is  not  meant)  not  all  the 
organizing  and  all  the  agreements  in  the 
world  can  hold  rates  up. — Insurance. 

If  such  a  law  were  in  force  in  the  various 
states  of  the  Union  —  as  in  France — the 
insurance  companies  would  issue  a  policy 
covering  such  liability — as  in  France.  The 
insured  owner  of  the  fire-starting  property 
would  therefore  have  no  actual  liability  for 
damages  to  adjacent  property  caused  by  a 
fire  originating  by  his  own  neglect  or  care- 
lessness on  his  property. 

We  do  not  imagine  it  would  be  easy  to 
prove  either  neglect  or  carelessness  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  fire,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
any  jury,  if  the  accused  owner  sliould  have 
neglected  to  insure  against  liability  for  a 
communicating  fire. 

The  proposed  law  would  probably  not 
reduce  American  fire  losses  a  dollar. 

But  a  law  prohibiting  the  payment  by 
insurance  companies  of  more  than  three- 
fourths  or  four-fifths   of    the    value   of   the 


burned  property  would  probaljly  "pull 
down  a  third  or  a  half"  of  the  American 
annual  fire  loss  total. 

Such  a  law  is  among  the  possibilities,  for 
fire  losses  as  a  rule  are  borne  by  the  people 
as  a  whole,  as  an  element  of  the  cost  of 
things.  Fire  cost  is  a  part  of  the  cost  of 
food,  clothing  and  rent. 


Alliance  of  Philadelphia 

Assets,  $2,384,30cS,  a  gain  of  over  a  hun- 
dred  thousand;  net  surplus  fixed  at  $750,- 
000,  same  as  capital;  premiums,  |975,662, 
about  the  same  as  last  year.  Repi-esented 
on  this  coast  by  James  C.  Johnston. 


American  Insurance  Company 

This  well  known  Newark  company  has 
$10,246,941  assets,  again  of  about  a  quarter- 
million.  Its  net  surplus  is  $3,866,894,  a 
gain  of  $118,585  in  a  generally  bad  year. 
Premiums  were  $3,972,867.  The  loss  experi- 
ence was  favorable.  George  Hoadley  is 
general  agent  for  this  Coast  and  T.  H. 
Williams  is  assistant  general  agent. 


San  Francisco. — The  Inspection  Bureau 
has  issued  a  map  of  San  Francisco  showing 
fire  limits,  apparatus  and  reinforced  con- 
crete cisterns.  From  the  bay  to  19th  ave. 
on  the  west,  and  from  the  ba^^'  nortli  to 
beyond  Holly  park  on  the  south  is  the 
district  mapped.  We  suggest  that  a  distance 
scale  be  added  to  the  next  map.  The  appar- 
atus includes  24  pieces  motor  driven  and  64 
horse  drawn  and  2  fire  boats. 


The  American  Surety's  surplus  fell  ofi" 
nearly  $300,000  last  year. 

The  Fidelity  &  Deposit's  surplus  fell  ofl' 
nearly  $600,000  last  year. 

The  Illinois  Surety's  surplus  fell  oflF 
some  $238,000  or  42  percent  last  year. 


Proofs. — Where  an  insurer  denied  its  liabil- 
ity for  losses  specified  in  the  jiroofs  of  loss, 
it  could  not  defeat  a  recovery  for  insufficiency 
of  the  proofs  of  loss.  ■   91  A.  574, 
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The   Relation    cf   Life   Insurance    to   the 
Credit  Fabric  of  Business 

By  A.  Barton  Hepburn.  Banker 
I  have  presented  these  tigures  (of  general 
life  insurance  resources)  in  this  way,  in 
order  to  emphpsize  the  fact  that  these  insti- 
tutions are  the  greatest  investment  banks 
in  the  world ;  and  indeed  they  practice  a 
measure  of  commercial  banking,  since  hfe 
insurance  companies  have  adopted  the 
policy  of  loaning  to  the  insured  upon  their 
policies  as  collateral.  A  contractual  obliga- 
tion is  written  into  the  policies,  whereby 
they  agree  to  loan  a  certain  percentage  of 
the  surrender  value  at  a  fixed  rate  of 
interest  at  any  time  when  the  insured  may 
require  the  same.  Policyholders  are  com- 
ing to  realize  this  privilege  and  the  volume 
of  these  loans  is  constantly  on  the  increase. 
The  aggregate  amount  of  such  loans,  accord- 
ing to  the  1913  reports  of  the  five  companies 
above  named,  was  $356,280,312.92.  Such 
loans,  of  course,  ofl'set  and  reduce  the 
amount  of  insurance.  Such  disadvantage 
must  be  more  than  counterbalanced,  in  the 
opinion  of  life  insurance  managers,  by  the 
commercial  value,  the  availability  as  collat- 
eral, which  the  borrowing  privilege  gives  to 
the  policy. 

The  asset  side  of  life  insurance  may  be 
classified  as  banking  —  in  one  form  or 
another.  Should  not  the  banking  character 
of  life  insurance  companies  impose  upon 
them,  measurably,  the  same  obligation  to 
support  the  credit  fabric  of  the  country,  as 
rests  upon  other  forms  of  banking?  If 
savings  banks,  trust  companies  and  com- 
mercial banks  are  required  by  law  to  keep  a 
reserve  against  their  liabilities,  should  not 
life  insurance  coiBpanies,  in  the  conserva- 
tism of  good  management,  keep  liquid  funds 
available  in  case  of  need?  Should  not  the 
liquid  character  of  their  assets  contribute  to 
the  general  protection  of  the  public  credit 
in  times  of  stress  and  stringency?  I  by  no 
means  lose  sight  of  the  differentiation 
between  life  insurance  and  banking,  and  I 
am  not  advocating  fixed  legal  requirements 
of  reserve,  but  in  view  of  the  policy  loans 
to  the  insured,  it  can  no  longer  be  said  that 
a  man  must  die  before  any    demand   upon 


the  company  can  result  from  his  policy  of 
insurance. 

My  understanding  is  that  the  wisdom  of 
such  a  general  policy  was  recognized  and 
practiced  up  to  the  time  of  the  recent  insur- 
ance investigation.  Then  large  bank  bal- 
ances were  paraded,  coupled  with  the 
charge  that  they  were  excessive,  maintained 
as  a  matter  of  favoritism  in  institutions 
whose  stock  was  largely  owned  by  the 
trustees,  o  r  where  the  trustees  were 
especially  favored  in  respect  to  loans.  To 
the  extent  to  which  such  charges  were  true, 
it  represents,  of  course,  a  wrong  which 
rightly  called  for  correction.  Tliat  time  and 
those  conditions  have  passed,  however,  and 
the  proper  relation  of  life  insurance  manage- 
ment to  the  credit  fabric  of  the  country  is, 
it  seems  to  me,  a  question  of  importance 
calling  for  careful  consideration  on  the  part 
of  life  insurance  managers. 

As  to  the  liability  side,  the  functions  of 
an  insurance  company  are  not  eleemosy- 
nary; they  do  not  give  alms,  but  they  do 
sell  protection,  they  insure  against  the 
extremes  of  misfortune  and  graduate  the 
vicissitudes  of  life;  they  are  not  money- 
making  institutions,  but  enable  the  general 
public  to  mutualize  their  strength  and  help- 
fulness, and  minimize  the  loss  and  hardship 
which  would  otherwise  exist.  That  is  the 
attitude  which  the  companies  have  assumed 
and  which  the  public  have  accepted,  and 
now  insist  tliat  such  relationship  sliall  be 
maintained. 

Some  companies  are  capitalized,  but 
public  sentiment  limits  dividends  to  a  very 
moderate  percentage,  and  insists  that  all 
overplus  earnings  be  held  for  the  benefit  of 
the  policyholders.  All  companiss  are 
essentially  niutualized  in  their  administra- 
tion; the  amount  received  in  premiums 
exceeds  the  amount  paid  for  losses  only  by 
an  amount  representing  the  cost  of  manage- 
ment and  a  proper  and  wholesome  reserve. 
All  benevolent  work  deserves  commenda- 
tion. Th3  figures  I  have  given  you,  show- 
ing the  growth  of  life  insurance  in  force, 
show  the  public  appreciation  of  this  greatest 
of  all  humane  instrumentalities  for  equaliz- 
ing the  burdens  and  alleviating  the  suffer- 
ings of  mankind,    which    would    otherwise 
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exist.  Time  was  wlien  a  life  insurance 
agent  had  to  weave  a  spell,  to  fascinate  with 
fluent  phrase  to  induce  the  sale  of  a  policy. 
Now,  if  a  business  man  is  known  not  to 
have  a  life  insurance  policy,  it  excites  the 
query,  "I  wonder  why?"  Of  course  the 
premiums  exceed  the  death  losses,  and  long 
years  of  payment  enable  the  companies  to 
meet  the  presently  occurring  losses.  I  have 
never  known  anyone  to  regret  these  con- 
stantly recurring  payments,  year  after 
year,  and  all  the  while  the  insured  has  had 
protection.  Anxiety  and  worry  yield  to 
the  comforting  conviction,  day  by  day,  that 
his  insurance  will  enable  his  estate  to  make 
full  restitution  to  those  who  have  given  him 
their  confidence  and  credit,  or  better  still, 
that  his  insurance  will  care  for  and  main- 
tain his  loved  ones  when  his  supporting 
hand  no  longer  avails. 

The  Good  Book  tells  us  that  "a  contented 
mind  is  better  than  great  riches."  Life 
insurance  has  been  most  effective  in  bring- 
ing the  contented  mind  within  the  reach  of 
all. 

A  Chinese  Fire  in  China 

A  Capetown  insurance  man  has  received 
from  his  brother  at  Hankow  the  following 
account  of  a  local  blaze: 

We  had  a  huge  Chinese  fire  yesterday, 
the  first  I  have  turned  out  to.  It  was  an 
appalling  and  at  the  same  time  a  wonderful 
sight.  Imagine  a  big  block  of  mat  huts  and 
mud  buildings,  measuring,  say,  400  yards 
squai'e,  starting  to  fire  at  one  end, 'the 
whole  place  dry  as  dust  after  the  summer, 
and  a  brisk  breeze  blowing.  The  buildings 
accommodated  six  thousand  Chinese,  and 
gradually,  as  the  fire  crosses  and  starts  to 
burn  the  next-  hut — and  not  until  then— do 
the  family  start  to  move.  Then  there  is  a 
scurry;  out  they  pour,  bringing  old  beds, 
bits  of  furniture,  food,  and  generally  a  coffin 
as  well.  They  run  the  most  colossal  risks, 
and  yet  they  always  seem  to  bring  their 
chances  off.  Well,  as  the  whole  space 
became  one  roaring  inferno,  spreading 
towards  the  Foreign  Houses,  the  Russian, 
French,  British  and  German  brigades  hosed 
it  from  the  lee  side,  while  the  Chinese 
brigade  did  the  pole  work.      This  last  ex- 


pression needs  explanation.  The  only  way 
the  Chinese  deal  with  fires  is  with  very  long 
poles.  With  these  they  push  down  the 
burning  bull  lings,  so  as  to  smother  the 
fire,  and  they  pull  down  some  outer  build- 
ings so  as  to  create  a  sort  of  safety  place. 
But  as  to  the  fire  itself,  when  it  was  properly 
under  way  the  spectacle  it  presented  was 
this:  On  your  right  you  had  a  vast  burn- 
ing space,  about  400  yards  square,  while 
immediately  next  to  it,  to  windward,  you 
had  some  five  or  six  thousand  Chinese, 
wretched,  half  clothed,  half  starved  ci'ea- 
tures,  the  very  poorest  people  on  God's 
earth — for  a  whole  family  of  them  will  live 
on  about  4  d.  a  day.  There  they  were,  all 
huddled  together,  with  their  furniture  and 
scanty  belongings  stacked  around  them, 
and  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  on  the  out- 
skirts the  spectators,  numbering  another 
five  or  six  thousand. 

The  writer  goes  on  to  depict  the  absolute 
stoical  calm  of  the  people  as  they  sit  watch- 
ing their  homes  burnt  to  the  ground,  and 
states  that,  within  a  fortnight,  the  whole  of 
the  ground  will  have  been  cleared  of  the 
debris  and  new  houses  erected.  He  adds, 
"No  matter  how  long  you  live  here,  you 
never  understand  the  Chinaman."  — Insur- 
ance, of  Cape  Town. 


The  jitney  accident — stepping  on  or  ofi"  a 
moving  car — single  or  double  indemnity — 
falling  off  or  thrown  off  while  riding  on  the 
running  board  or  seated  on  a  door — or  if 
jitney  car  is  illegal — or  if  chauff'eur  is  un- 
licensed or  intoxicated  —  what  about  the 
accident  insurance  on  the  surety  bond? 
Don't  all  answer  at  once. 


The  New  York  Life  is  making  a  desperate 
effort  to  keep  from  going  backward  in  out- 
standing business.  It  appears  to  be  very 
near  the  point  where  it  will  yearly  decline 
in  insurance  liability.  Last  year,  despite 
its  tremendous  organization  of  agents  and 
hired  men,  it  did  not  write  as  much  as  the 
law  allows — the  limit  law  which  it  changed. 


Why  do  governors  appoint  state  officials 
without  first  extorting  their  written  resig- 
nations ? 
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HARTFORD     FIRE     INSURANCE     CO. 

Leads  All  Companies  in  American  Prem- 
iums —  Gains  in  Assets,  Reinsurance 
Reserve,  and  Coast  Business 

Onr  great  American  centenarian, 
the  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
maintains  its  lead  in  American  prem- 
iums, by  about  a  million.  Moreover, 
it  was  one  of  the  few  American  or 
foreign  companies  which  made  an 
underwriting  profit  in  the  past  year. 
This  is  a  significant  fact,  for  in  later 
years  we  have  grown  to  expect  our 
large  companies  to  rel\'  for  profit  on 
interest  earnings  only  in  bad  years. 

The  Hartford  Fire  increased  its  gross 
assets  from  826,525,973  to  $26,954,098 
in  1914.  This  is  a  gain  of  more  than 
6428,000  in  a  year  when  good  security 
quotations  have  fallen  more  than  ever 
before.  The  real  assets  and  the  real 
surplus  funds  of  all  insurance  compan- 
ies are  more  than  the  reported  figures, 
because  the  market  quotations  are  the 
artificial  ones  of  a  no-sales  market. 
Therefore  the  Hartford  has  even  more 
than  the  assets  mentioned  and  more 
than  the  §9,043,103  surplus  to  policy- 
holders as  reported. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast,  General  Agent 
Dixwell  Hewitt  and  his  staff  did  ex- 
ceedingly well.  They  advanced  the 
premiums  of  the  department  from 
§1,183,395  to  81,278,367,  with  only 
43.0  percent  losses.  In  any  year,  but 
more  especially  in  a  bad  year,  this  is 
a  record  to  be  proud  of. 


Washington.  —  In  this  state  credits  for 
warrantie;-  are  to  be  withdrawn  by  the  fire 
companies,  because  of  section  34  of  the  hiws 
of  1911,  which  is  summarized  on  page  5  of 
the  January  Coast  Review.  Tlie  stipi-eme 
court,  for  the  first  time,  dealt  with  section 


34,  which  provides  that  breaches  of  war- 
ranties in  a  policy  do  not  avoid  it  unless 
made  with  intent  to  deceive. 

Another  Mutual   Fails 

The  Planters'  Fire,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
was  unable  to  pay  a  loss  claim,  and  the 
courts  appointed  a  receiver.  Losses  for  two 
years  have  been  heavy — and  heavy  losses 
have  a  way  of  frightening  mutual  members 
who  refuse  to  pay  assessments.  The  Plant- 
ers' assets  consist  chiefly  of  $40,000  prem- 
ium notes  which  the  drawers  will  not  pay. 


Don't  Climb  an  Electric  Light  Pole 

The  interesting  possibility  of  the  discovery 
of  the  elixir  of  life  by  the  wizards  at  the 
Rockefeller  Institute  is  offset  to  a  more  or 
less  extent  by  the  increasing  risks  to  which 
our  highly  specialized  civilization  subject 
us.  The  Maryland  court  of  appeals,  in 
State  V.  Chesapeake  &  Potomac  Telephone 
Company,  91  Atlantic  Reporter,  149,  holds: 
"Spikes  in  an  electric  light  pole  to 
facilitate  the  ascent  of  employees  in  repair- 
ing wires,  etc.,  do  not  constitute  an  implied 
invitation  to  third  persons  to  climb  the  pole, 
so  that,  where  a  householder  made  use  of 
the  spikes  to  climb  a  pole  to  rescue  a  kitten 
belonging  to  his  children,  and,  coming  in 
contact  with  a  high  tension  wire,  received 
a  shock  that  resulted  in  his  death,  he  was 
not  an  invitee,  but  at  most  a  bare  licensee, 
as  to  whom  the  company  owning  the  pole 
owed  no  duty  except  not  to  willfully  expose 
him  to  the  risk  of  injury." — Docket. 


Insurance  Week  at  ELxposition. — Program  pos- 
sibly about  as  follows:  April  18,  insurance 
day;  being  Sunday,  clergymen  are  requested 
to  base  their  sermons  on  the  rise  of  San 
Francisco  in  nine  years.  April  20,  disease 
and  accident  prevention  day,  under  auspices 
of  life  and  casualty  people.  April  22,  fra- 
ternal day,  by  fraternal  organizations. 
April  24,  fire  prevention  day,  by  fire  insur- 
ance men  and  public  and  commercial  bodies. 


The  agency  superintendent  of  the  Fidelity- 
Phenix,  F.  W.  Koeckert,  is  visiting  this 
Coast. 


FIRE,    MARINE    and   AUTOMOBILE    INSURANCE 
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1915 


Hartford  Fire 

Insurance  Company 

Of  HARTFORD,  CONN. 

ABSTRACT   OF    STATEMENT.  JANUARY  1,  19J5 

Capital  Stock     $  2,000,000  00 

Reserve  for  Unearned  Premiums 15,251,453  23 

Reserve  for  Outstanding  Losses 1,654,270  34 

Reserve  for  Taxes  and  all  other  Claims 505,272  77 

Special  Reserve 500,000  00 

Net  Surplus 7,043,103  12 

Total  Assets, $26,954,099  46 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,       ....         9,543,103  12 

LOSSES  PAID  SINCE  ORGANIZATION,    $175,642,504 

PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 

DIXWELL    MEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM  GILLILAND,  Ass't  General  Agent 

4-30   California  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

City  and  Marine  Department,  441   California    Street 

SPECIAT^    A.GEXTS    A>fD    ADJUSTERS 

GEO.   E.  DEVINE,  SUPT.  OF  AGENCIES,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
J.  J.   DENNIS,   PORTLAND  C.   E.  MILLER,  BUTTE 

MILTON  E.  SPALDING,  SAN   FRANCISCO  NEIL   STEWART,  SPOKANE 

ROBERT   E.  DOLLARD.  SAN    FRANCISCO  P.  H.  GRIFFITH,  LOS   ANGELES 

W.  S.  DENNIS,  SAN    FRANCISCO  ERNEST    E.    PRICE,    LOS    ANGELES 

L.  H.  EARLE,  SAN    FRANCISCO 
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ONE    THING    AND    ANOTHER 


"They  say"  nobody  rends  an  insurance 
journal,  but  if  we  merely  remark  that  the 
Lean  &  Lank  insurance  company  has  been 
losing  money  for  several  years  there  is  an 
exclamation  blending  pain,  anger  and  a 
threat,  roaring  up  to  the  skies  and  rattling 
the  windows  of  "the  street." 

Certainly,  one  of  the  reasons  capital  is 
withdrawing  from  insurance  is  the  unfriendly 
attitude  of  legislatures,  governors  and  state 
insurance  commissioners.  There  was  no 
American  fire  underwriting  profit  last  year. 

*  »         * 

The  colored  people  work  nobly  in  the 
insurance  offices  of  San  Fi'anci^co.  These 
colored  men — messengers,  supply  clerks, 
elevator-runners,  janitors,  porters,  etc. —are 
a  faithful  lot  of  workers,  who  are  prompt, 
honest  and  don't  study  the  clock.  I  am 
glad  to  testify  to  their  industry  and  loyalty. 
The  only  colored  employee  not  quite  up  to 
standard  sold  me  a  lottery  ticket  that   won 

only  $1.25. 

*  *         » 

Joy  seems  rather  confined  these  de- 
pressed, high  ratio,  much  law-making,  bond 
voting  and  tax- increasing  days. 

*  »         * 

r-  When  you  come  to  San  Francisco  this 
summer  bring  your  overcoat.  If  you  are 
contemplating  a  trip  to  Yosemite,  arrange 
to  go  there  before  June  15. 
«  #  » 
Bless  me!  though  a  reformer  myself,  I 
can't  tell  the  difference  twixt  reformer  and 

performer — in  San  Francisco  or  Sacramento. 

*  *         * 

Formerly,  I  believe,  the  "1"  in  "half" 
was  pronounced.  The  actor  blue-bloods 
knocked  1  out  of  the  pronunciation,  against 
the  protest  of  the  noisy  "pit."  Some  folks 
still  pronounce  it  "haffff"  and  some  "hawf." 
Boston,  "hahhf." 

«         *         « 

There  is  talk  of  building  on  the  former 
Alliance  lot  on  California  street  specially 
for  the  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  by  the  new 
owners. 


Jumps    12  Stories  for  Life    Insurance 
Money 

John  W.  Reiii,  formerly  a  rich  oil  man  in 
Los  Angeles,  succeeded  in  his  second  attempt 
to  commit  suicide.  On  March  8  Reid  leaped 
out  from  tlie  twelth  story  roof  of  a  hotel 
and  was  instantly  killed.  Previously,  in 
the  same  hotel,  after  buying  a  coflfin,  he 
tried  "the  gas  route,"  but  was  resuscitated. 
In  a  farewell  letter  the  unfortunate  man 
said  that  the  ^Mexican  and  European  wars 
had  made  him  a  pauper.  The  letter  to  the 
widow  suggests,  in  some  parts,  an  impaired 
mind.  The  following  dealt  with  his  life 
insurance: 

March  8,  ]91o. 

Dearest  wife:  You  will  find  our  affairs 
fully  explained  in  my  letter  of  December  it. 
I  tried  hard  to  make  a  new  start  by  solicit- 
ing insurance,  but  it  was  no  use,  and  I  can 
bear  it  no  longer.  Read  very  carefully  all 
the  papers  left  in  dress-suit  case.  Also  safe 
deposit  vaults,  and  follow  the  advice  given. 
You  will  find  letters  from  the  insurance 
coiiipanyin  an  envelope  marked  "receipts," 
which  will  tell  you  the  exact  amount 
monthly  the  insurance  company  is  to  pay 
you.  First  of  all,  see  Mr.  Folsom,  manager 
of  the  insurance  company.  Title  Insiu-ance 
building,  room  700,  Fifth  and  Spring,  and 
make,  through  Mr.  Folsom,  application  for 
insurance.  Follow  Fcjlsom's  advice.  Wait 
for  three  weeks  if  company  does  not  do  the 
right  thing  and  see  Mr.  Regan  concerning 
insurance.  Be  careful  to  read  all  papers 
you  sign  and  all  deeds.  If  you  don't  under- 
stand papers  take  them  to  Mr.  Regan  before 
signing.  No  honest  man  will  object  to 
showing  papers  to  a  lawyer.  Never  take 
insurance  receipts  or  policies  from  safety 
deposit  vaults.  Pray  for  me. 
»         *         * 

The  CaHfornia  I.  A.  C.  lias  ruled  that  the 
employer  is  liable  for  injuries  to  an  employe 
out  of  tiie  state  but  working  for  him  and 
hurt  or  killed  by  accident  arising  from  his 
employment.  This  extension  of  jurisdiction 
applies  particularly  to  sailormen. 
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LIFE,    CASUALTY,    ETC 


The    Frankfort    General's     Half    Century 
Year 

This  is  the  fiftieth  year  of  the  Frankfort 
General,  the  company  having  begun  busi- 
ness in  1865.  A  special  effort  for  new  busi- 
ness in  its  iubilee  year  will  be  made  by  U. 
S.  Manager  Franklin  and  his  staff  of  agents. 
Walter  A.  Chowen,  the  Pacific  Coast  general 
agent,  and  his  staff  will  do  their  part  in  the 
labor  to  make  it  a  record  year. 


Surety    Underwriters    of    San     Francisco 
Charged  with  Conspiracy 

Recent  action  of  the  California  state  insur- 
ance department  prompted  the  filing  in 
court  of  the  following  sensational  allega- 
tions : 

"The  Board  of  Surety  Underwriters  is  a 
combination  of  insurance  companies  main- 
tained for  the  controlling  of  rates  and  the 
suppression  of  competition. 

"The  Board  has  conspired  to  destroy 
companies  not  members  and  has  obtained 
the  co-operation  of  the  insurance  commis- 
sioner in  the  scheme. 

"  The  appointment  of  Phelps,  July  1, 
1914,  was  procured  through  the  influence  of 
the  Board. 

"Before  appointment  to  the  office  Phelps 
was  secretary  of  the  (Los  Angeles)  Board 
of  Fire  Underwriters  and  all  his  sympathies 
and  prejudices  were  in  favor  of  companies 
belonging  to  a  board. 

"Phelps,  previous  to  his  appointment, 
said  he  would  put  the  Commonwealth  Bond- 
ing and  Casualty  Company  out  of  business." 


Embezzlements  More  Than  Double 

Known  embezzlements  in  1W14  amounted 
to  about  $8,000,000,  as  against  $3,750,000  in 
1913.  Banks  and  trust  companies  suffered 
most,  paying  nearly  all  the  $4,261,000 
increase  of  embezzlements.  General  busi- 
ness also  suffered  seriously.  The^^e  signifi- 
cant totals  are  from  figures  compiled  by  the 
Fidelity  c<c  Casualty  Co. 


Jitney  Head  Lines 

Woman  Run  Over  by  Jitney  Bus  and  Then 
by  Another 

Jitney  Bus  Hits   Car;  5   of  Its    Passengers 
Hurt 

Victim  of  Jitney  Accident  Dies 

Boy  Run  Over  by  Jitney 

Jitneys  Cause  Two  Deaths 

Jitney  Overturns  and  Kills  Driver 

Three  Women  Struck  Down  by  Jitney  Bus 


The  Frankfort  General  has  over  $6,000,- 
000  fire  and  miscellaneous  premium  income. 


New  Records 

The  Prudential  Insurance  Company  of 
America  makes  known  the  fact  that  it  broke 
all  world's  records  during  1914,  in  securing 
the  greatest  amount  of  insurance  in  a  single 
year  of  any  company  in  the  world,  and 
explains  further  that  it  accomplished  this 
feat  at  the  lowest  expense-rate  ever  recorded 
in  the  company's  history.  The  total  paid- 
for  insurance,  issued  and  revived,  was 
$518,963,851,  and  the  number  of  policies 
2,506,882. 

The  number  of  policies  in  force  at  the 
close  of  the  year  was  12,835,645,  and  the 
total  insurance  in  force,  $2,592,478,248. 

The  ordinary  business  alone  secured  dur- 
ing the  year  amounted  to  $172,181,481,  and 
on  June  15th  last  the  ordinary  business 
reached  the  sum  of  $1,000,000,000. 

A  new  record  for  himself  and  for  the 
Bankers  Life  wliich  he  represents  as  general 
agent  was  set  recently  by  G.  F.  Murrell  of 
Pittsburg,  who  entered  the  city  of  Johns- 
town, Pa.,  at  noon  one  day  and  had  written 
a  total  of  $37,000  of  insurance  by  noon  of 
the  succeeding  day.  His  achievement 
means  $37,000  in  eight  working  hours  or  at 
the  rate  of  better  than  $4,000  an  hour.  Mr, 
Murrell's  previous  record  was  $29,000  in 
the  same  length  of  time. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co. 

At  the  rate  of  increase  made  last  year, 
this  g;reat  leader  is  now  a  12-millionaire. 
The  assets  gained  $795,373  in  assets  in  1914. 
The  capital  paid  up  is  $1,000,000.  The  net 
surplus  is  over  $2,000,000,  making  the 
surplus  as  regards  policyholders  $3,039,129, 
which  is  a  gain. 

For  the  first  time,  the  company's  total 
premiums  passed  the  9-million  post.  The 
total  income  was  nearly  10  millions.  Ex- 
penditures were  over  a  million  less  than 
the  income. 

The  past  year  was  a  favorable  one  for  the 
Fidelity  &  Casualty  Company  of  New  York. 
The  foregoing  figures  prove  that,  as  does 
also  the  loss  and  expense  combined  ratio  of 
92.6  percent  of  the  premiums.  The  com- 
pany is  prominent  and  successful,  in  the 
Pacific  Coast  field,  where  it  has  been  repre- 
sented for  many  years. 

The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.  has  a  record 
of  $48,580,800  losses  paid  up  to  January  1st 
of  this  rear. 

This  New  York  company  writes  21  kinds 
of  insurance,  which  we  may  summarize  as 
fidelity  and  surety  bonds,  personal  illness  or 
injuries,  burglary  and  other  forms  of  theft, 
liability,  automobile,  physicians  and  drug- 
gists, plate  glass,  steamboiler,  fly-wheel 
breakage  and  damage,  elevator,  workmen's 
compensation,  and  the  like.  Any  required 
first-class  indemnity  of  these  kinds  the  com- 
pany and  its  agents  will  promptly  supply. 


$1,000  Prize 

The  American  Social  Hygiene  Association 
has  been  offered  a  prize  of  $1 ,000  by  the 
Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company,  to  be 
awarded  to  the  author  of  the  best  original 
pamphlet  on  social  hygiene  for  adolescents 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  sixteen  years, 
approved  by  a  committee  of  judges  to  be 
selected  by  the  association. 

Competition  for  this  prize  is  open  to  all. 

Address  manuscripts  and  requests  for 
further  information  to  The  American  Social 
Hygiene  Association,  Inc.,  105  West  40tli 
Street,  New  York  City. 


Grand  Jury  Laughs 

The  foolish  charges  made  to  the  San 
Francisco  grand  jui'y  about  the  manage- 
ment of  the  West  Coast  Life  were  investi- 
gated and  then  laughed  out  of  court. 
The  jurors  shook  hands  with  the  company's 
officers,  who  were  congratulated  after  being 
interrogated. 


January  Embezzlements 

Press  notices  and  dispatches  as  collated 
by  the  bonding  department  of  the  Fidelity 
&  Casualty  Company  of  New  York  indicate 
for  the  month  of  January,  1915,  the  follow- 
ing defalcations: 

Banks  and  trust  companies  $  23,890.00 
Beneficial  associations  .    .    .        3,100.00 

Public  service 143,022.25 

General  business 122,906.91 

Insurance  companies  .  .  .  2,362.64 
Court  and  trust  companies  .  19,108.52 
Transpoi'tation  companies  .  25,940.66 
Miscellaneous 9,404.52 

Total $349,735.50 


Los  Angeles,  March  17. — Another  suit  to 
declare  the  employer's  liability  law  of  Cali- 
fornia unconstitutional,  this  time  on  the 
basis  that  it  denies  plaintiffs  before  the 
industrial  accident  board  the  right  to  trial 
by  jury,  was  filed  today.  M.  M.  Estell  seeks 
to  recover  through  the  courts  damages  that 
the  Board  denied  him. 


Albany,  N.  Y.,  March  19.  —  The  state 
senate  today  passed  the  bill  amending  the 
workmen's  compensation  laws  so  as  to 
empower  employees  and  employers  to  settle 
injury  claims  between  themselves.  The 
assembly  passed  the  measure  last  night  and 
it  now  goes  to  the  governor. 


The  Beneficial  wrote  about  $5,800,000  new 
business.  President  Joseph  Smith  is  re- 
elected and  so  are  all  the  other  oflScers. 


A.  Duncan  Reid  of  the  Globe    Indemnity 
will  soon  visit  this  Coast. 


The  Hartford  Acci.  &  Indemnity  may 
write  live  stock  and  theft  of  live  stock  insur- 
ance.    We  hope  so. 
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FIRE    INSURANCE 


San  Francisco  Civic  League  Report 
California  Assembly  Bills 

March  11th,  1915. 
To  the  otticevs  and  members  of  the    Civic 
League     of     Improvement     Clubs     and 
Associations  of  S.  F. 
Gentlemen : 

Once  ajrain  your  committee  on  fire  insur- 
ance, fire  protection  and  fire  department, 
finds  as  its  main  duty  the  consideration  of 
the  insurance  laws  now  before  the  state 
legislature,  but  we  are  pleased  also  to  state 
that  witli  few  exceptions  the  bills  now 
before  us  show  a  better  knowledge  of  tlie 
subjects  ti'eated. 

Approved 
Alter  careful  perusal  of  the  various    pro- 
posed measures,  we  have  to  recommend  as 
follows : 
Tiie  bills  which  warrant  our  approval  are: 
Assembly  Bill  No.  858  and  Senate  Bill  No. 

901,  providing  for  what  is  called  a  "revolv- 
ing fund"  to  pay  for  necessary  expenses  of 
the  insurance  commissioner's  office.  This 
money  to  be  derived  from  taxes  and  fees 
collected  from  the  insurance  companies. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  861  and  Senate  Bill  No. 

902,  making  the  salary  of  the  insurance 
commissioner  §>6,000  per  year,  which  we 
consider  none  too  much  for  an  able  and 
experienced  man  in  that  position. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  539  and  Senate  Bill  No. 
1197,  punishing  the  crime  of  embezzlement 
on  the  part  of  agents  and  brokers.  It  seems 
strange  that  an  effective  law  in  that  matter 
does  not  now  exist. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  862  and  Senate  Bill  No. 
1055.  To  prevent  what  is  generally  called 
underground  business,  meaning  the  placing 
by  agents  or  brokers  of  insurance  with  un- 
authorized or  unlicensed  companies,  pro- 
vided the  above  bills  can  be  so  drawn  as 
not  to  effect  any  injustice  or  unwarranted 
exactions. 

Assembly  Bills  Nos.  1173  and  865  and 
Senate  Bill  No.  570.  These  are  what  is 
called  anti-rebate  measures.  Laws  to  this 
effect  have    been    in    force   in   New   York, 


Massachusetts,  Illinois  and  several  other 
states,  and  being  for  the  protection  of  the 
general  insuring  public  should  have  been 
enacted  long  ago. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  859  and  Senate  Bill 
No.  900.  These  are  laws  for  the  benefit  of 
home  industry  in  insurance  and  to  prevent 
unauthorized  persons  from  transacting  the 
business  without  paying  proper  license, 
fees,  taxes,  etc. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  863.  This  bill  being 
an  amendment  to  No.  section  611  of  the 
Political  Code  of  California  has  been  intro- 
duced at  the  request  of  the  insurance  com- 
missioner and  relates  to  the  advertising  of 
annual  statements  of  insurance  companies. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  1481.  This  bill  adding 
a  new  section  to  be  known  as  section  597a 
of  the  Political  Code  is  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  insurance  commissioner  more 
power  to  prevent  the  organization  or  author- 
ization of  fraudulent  iusurance  corporations. 

Senate  Bill  No.  158.  Allowing  insurance 
companies  to  withdraw  securities  previously 
deposited  with  the  state  to  enable  them  to 
do  business  in  another  state  whenever  the 
companies  cease  to  do  business  in  that 
other  state. 

Senate  Bill  Xo.  761.  This  bill  provi<les 
for  the  accumulation  of  a  safety  fund  by 
tire  insurance  companies  and  is  similar  to 
the  law  of  New  York  and  several  other 
states.  It  is  for  the  better  protection  of 
policyholder  and  is  therefore  very  desirable. 

Assembly  Bills  Nos.  864  and  1176  and 
Senate  Bill  No.  572.  These  bills  seem  to  be 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  insurance 
public  from  irresponsible  agents  and  should 
I'.e  adopted. 

Assembly  Bills  Nos.  1174  and  866  and 
Senate  Bill  No.  866.  These  bills  being  for 
the  purpose  of  licensing  insurance  brokers 
are  for  the  protection  of  the  insuring  public 
and  should  be  adopted  with  the  exception 
that  the  broker  being  the  agent  or  rather 
attorney  for  the  assured  should  be  held 
responsible  for  his  acts,  also  that  the  license 
fee  should  be  recjuired  of  all  persons  acting 
as  insurance  brokers. 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 
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Disapproved 

The  following  bills  your  committee  con- 
siders as  undesirable  and  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  public  welfare  for  the  reasons  as 
given : 

Senate  Bill  No.  29.  This  bill  treats  with 
the  problem  of  rate  making;  and  as  laws  of 
similar  nature  have  (especially  during  the 
last  twD  or  thi'ee  years)  been  proven  very 
unsatisfactory,  notably  that  a  similar  law 
passed  in  Kansas  was  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  lower  courts  and  the  decisions 
of  the  lower  courts  were  sustained  by  the 
United  States  supreme  court  we  recommend 
that  this  law  be  not  enacted. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  979.  This  law  seems 
to  us  to  be  superfluous  as  there  are  quite 
sufficient  safeguards  on  the  statute  books 
at  the  present  time. 

Assembly  Bills  Nos.  1-441  and  1402  and 
Senate  Bill  No.  581.  These  bills  seem  to  be 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  taxes  on  insur- 
ance companies,  and  as  it  is  an  acknowl- 
edged and  well  known  fact  that  all  such 
taxes  eventually  have  to  be  paid  by  the 
ins^uring  public  such  additional  burdens 
should  not  be  levied. 

Assembly  Bills  Nos.  1023,  1303  and  976 
and  Senate  Bill  No.  1157.  As  experience 
shows  that  reciprocal  and  inter-insurance 
and  mutual  fire  insurance  has  been  disas- 
trous for  the  insuring  public,  we  disapprove 
of  all  such  pretended  protection. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  7S6.  The  present 
standard  fire  insurance  policy  having  been 
gotten  up  by  a  committee  of  merchants  and 
bankers,  shortly  after  the  great  conflagra- 
tion of  1906,  is  equitable  and  it  therefore 
seems  to  us  entirely  an  unnecessary  expense 
to  revise  the  forms. 

Assembly  Concurrent  Resolution  No.  6. 
This  is  a  proposition  to  establish  a  commis- 
sion to  investigate  all  kinds  of  insurance, 
travel  over  the  state,  summon  and  examine 
witnesses,  etc.,  propose  an  entirely  new 
set  of  laws,  and  in  short  make  all  kinds  of 
disturbance  and  trouble  at  an  enormous 
expense  for  the  people  with  no  material 
benefit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  Trittenbach,  Chairman. 
E.  P.  Figel. 


Fire    Underwriters    Association      of     the 
Pacific 

The  39th  annual  meeting  of  this  organiza- 
tion of  Coast  field  men  will  be  held  in  the 
Board's  assembly  room,  San  Francisco, 
April  20  and  21.  President  Medcraft  will 
deliver  the  annual  address.  Two  proposed 
amendments  are  to  be  voted  on — article  iv 
of  the  constitution  and  section  3  of  the  by- 
laws. 


Arson  Case  in  Everett,  Wash. 

John  Goldthorp  confessed  in  the  superior 
court  that  he  set  fire  to  his  home  at  3002 
Nassau  street.  He  was  sentenced  to  the 
penitentiary  at  Walla  Walla  for  from  one  to 
ten  years. 

Tlie  incendiary  declined  the  services  of  an 
attorney.  The  latter  said  "it  is  no  crime 
under  the  law  to  burn  property  owned  by 
onesell."  "You  can't  show  that  by  any 
law  of  this  state,"  interrupted   Judge  Bell. 

The  attorney,  G.  W.  Louttit,  said  he  had 
asked  Goldthorp  why  he  fired  his  home; 
that  Goldthorp  said  it  was  either  suicide 
or  arson ;  that  he  had  for  a  year  contem- 
plated jumping  off  the  dock  with  a  boom 
chain  about  his  neck.  Goldthorp' s  mental- 
ity, said  Louttit,  he  estimated  to  be  that  of 
a  normal  boy  of  10-12  years.  He  has  given 
a  mortgage  in  violation  of  Louttit's  advice, 
yesterday,  for  all  he  possessed,  and  had 
stated,  he  said,  that  the  only  way  he  saw 
out  of  his  financial  troubles  was  by  burn- 
ing his  home  for  the  insurance  thereon. 
Louttit  said  Goldthorp  had  an  insane  desira 
to  get  out  of  Everett,  and  had  asked  the 
sheriff  if  he  could  be  gotten  away  from  the 
city  at  once  if  he  would  plead  guilty. 

"John  Goldthorp  has  been  a  good  citi- 
zen," said  Louttit.  "He  has  been  a  sort 
of  a  joke,  but  he  has  been  harmless,  and 
nothing  ever  malicious  or  spiteful  or  mean 
has  been  reported  concerning  him." 

The  court  admitted  that  the  accused  had 
been  a  good  citizen,  a  trustful  man  and  not 
suspicious.  He  had  been  sorely  tempted 
by  financial  difficulties. 


?rontana.— Taxes  may  be  levied  in  unin 
corirorated  towns  for  fire  protection. 
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The  California   Insurance  Co.  Field  Men's  Notes 

The  California's  loss  ratio  in  1914  was  only  The  .Etna's  field    men    are   now:    J.    A. 

43   percent.      The   reinsurance   reserve  in-  Murphy,  general  adjuster;  H.  F.  Mills,  John 

creased  somewhat,    but   there  was  a   good  F.    Breeden,   Geo.    F.    Eoberts,    Fred     H. 

underwriting  profit.  Rhoads,  H.  E.  O'Brien,    J.    A.    Gallagher, 

The  capital  is$400,000  and  the  net  surplus  G.  S.  Mariner   and  E  .    Y.    Culver,    special 

is  $179,598,  making  the  policyholders'  sur-  agents  and  adjusters.     G.  E.    Townsend   is 

plus  $579,598    or  over  half   the  $1,024,513  now    assistant   general  agent,    with   E.    S. 

^gggj^g  Livingston,  in  the  fire  and   automobile   de- 

The  direct  business  of  the   California   has  partraents. 

been  recently  confined  to  this  Coast.      The  At  Seattle,  C.  M.  Rupe   is    succeeded   by 

policies  of  this  company  have  the  strongest  A.  Dukinfield,  for  the  California, 

financial  backing.  At  Los  Angeles,  H.  H.  Smith  is  succeeded 

~~'        .           .     -ton.  by  A.  C.  Anderson,    transferred   from   San 

American  Companies    Premiums  in  1894  ^         ■        ^    ^^^^  ^^^  York  Underwriters. 

and    1914  ^ 

Company                                        Prems.  1894       Prems.  1914  R-  N.  Loucks,  Jr.,  aSSlStS   E.  B.    Flack    at 

Agricultural      $  961.215        $1,704,781  Los  Angeles,  for  the  Christensen    &   Good- 
Continental    3,197,722         8,347,375  win  companies. 

German-American  of  N.Y.    .3.154,960         8,675,173  The  Phoenix  Assurance  has  added  H.  G. 

Germania 1,120,021           2,999,438  ^             .     •.    ^   ,  j     i.   ^    ^  r        a          i           itt 

uiens  Falls 739,849         2,410,128  Large  to  its  field  Staff  at  Los  Angeles.    Wm. 

Hanover 1,338,047         2,279.286  J.  Moriu  and  Victor  L.  McNail  are  not  with 

Home 4,622,984        15,259.556  the  Irving  oflice  now. 

Niagara 1,226,432           3,827  597  t.     t    o     vi        <•  *i        n              +•      + 

Queen 2,100.614         5,065,279  Manager  B.  J.  Smith  of  the  Connecticut 

Westchester 1.487.050         3,372,637  and  Westcliester,  has  added  Fred  S.  Dick  to 

jEi-no^ 3,966,333        10,816.447  his  field   staft',    with    headquarters   in   San 

♦American  Central 792,958           1,940.738  Francisco. 

American,  N.J 529,863           3,972,867  ,.                   xt-   ,  i-             j      .i          /-,                  •   i 

Concordia 408.373         1,149,905  ■     Manager    ^lebl.ng    of     the     Commercial 

Connecticut 1.666,730         3,537,418  Union  and  Palatine  has  added   A.   E.    Field 

Fire  Association  of  Phila.   .   .    2.254,502           4,307,132  tO  his  California  field   staff. 

Fireman's  Fund 1.766.819         6.627,131  ^^^^  Northern  Assurance   has   added   H. 

Girard 4()9..508  a^i.baz 

Hartford  Fire 5,690  233        10,203,400  D-  Schumann  to  its  field  force,   with  head- 
Ins.  Co.  Nonh  America            5.438.488         9.698,224  quarters  ill  San  Francisco. 

Michigan  F^&  M. 355,070           700,808  ^  ^.^^^^  ^j  ^^^^  Hartford  Fire  has 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  ....       91o,188           1,920,810  .                            .       ,      .          , 

National 2,300,583         8,643,551  recovered    from    injuries   received    in    the 

Northwestern  National    .  .  .      675.750         2,738.480  railway  accident.     Mr.  Miller's  headquarters 

Pennsylvania 1,591.379         3,648.191  will  hereafter  be  at  Butte,  Mont.,  instead  of 

Phoenix,  Conn 3,507,580           5,399,701  „   ,     T  al-P  Titv    TTtnh 

St.PaulF.&M 1,264,194          6,604.983  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah. 

Springfield  F.  &  M 1,776,048         5,880,495  M.  B.  Boothby's   headquarters    for   Law 

♦Including  half  reinsured  prems.  about  $3.800,000.  -gnion   &   Rock  and    Union    Assurance    are 

.                 ^  IT           /-k            T»  •   .  OL  now  at  Portland.     W.  J.  Kulp  is  the   field 

Apartment  House  Over  a  Faint  shop  ^^                 '  , 

^  representative    at    Denver.      The    Spokane 

Portland,  March  22.-Fire  originating  in  g^^^j^i  ^g^^^^y  ^^^^  been  given  up  and  N. 

the  packing  room  ot  the  Ohio  Varnish  Com-  ^^^.^^  j^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^.  ^^.j^j,  ^^^^  ^^^^ 
pany  early  today  swept  with    such   rapidity 

through    an   apartment    house    above     the  Bertheau,  Selbach  &  B.  have  added  Wm. 

paint  shop  tliat  100  occupants   were    forced  Sheldon,  S.  F.,  Miles  D.  Warren,  Portland, 

to   make    hurried    exits,     many     in     their  a"^^  Walter  E.  Feltliouse,  Spokane,  to  their 

night  clothing.  fi«ld  force. 

In  three  months   Texas  has  had   48,000  You  always  feel  better  if  you  can  and  do 

fires,  nearly  half  in  living-houses.  speak  well  of  a  man  or  a  company. 
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St.  Paul  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co. 

Now  a  10  millionaire,  having  $10,162,45-4 
assets.  Capital  is  now  $1,000,000.  Surplus 
to  policyholders,  $4,216,643.  Premiums, 
$6,604,98.3,  a  gain  of  $495,128.  This  com- 
pany is  represented  by  Christensen  &  Good- 
win on  this  Coast. 


Preferred  Accident 

Assets  are  now  $3,315,203,  a  gain  of  over 
$333,000;  capital  is  now  $700,000,  an  in- 
crease; surplus  to  policyholders,  $1,700,000, 
an  increase;  premiums,  $1,997,009,  a  gain 
of  $26,419;  unearned  premiums,  $969,531,  a 
decline  of  $93,611.  Dividends  paid  stock- 
holders, $168,000,  as  during  the  previous 
two  years.  Loss  ratio,  37;  expense  ratio, 
48.  This  company  began  as  a  mutual.  It 
has  originated  several  policy  contracts.  The 
manager  in  this  field  is  Geo.  C.  Farrell. 


The  Prudential 

The  total  1914  income  from  all  sources 
was  $103,226,011,  while  the  disbursements 
aggregated  $65,015,442,  the  largest  single 
items  being  for  claims,  including  matured 
endowments  and  annuities,  $24,194,680, 
and  dividends  to  policyholders,  $6,884,327. 
Over  $30,000,000  were  added  to  the  reserves 
held  to  protect  policy  contracts. 

Total  payments  to  policyholders  were 
$39,273,810,  divided  as  follows:  death  claims, 
$22,935,699;  to  hving  policyholders,  $16,338,- 
110. 

The  assets  of  the  company  on  January 
1st  were  $361,459,866,  and  the  liabilities 
$324,978,567;  the  capital  and  surplus  at 
that  time  being  $36,481,299. 


The  Bankers  Life  Company  of  Des  Moines 
has  reached  and  passed  the  $100,000,000 
mark  in  the  amount  of  legal  reserve  insur- 
ance in  force.  This  big  total  has  been 
written  in  three  years  and  three  months,  or 
at  the  rate  of  better  than  $30,000,000  a  year 
which  is  believed  to  be  a  new  record  for  the 
amount  of  business  written  by  any  legal 
reserve  company  in  the  first  three  years   of 


its  history.  With  a  record  of  over  §43,000,- 
000  of  business  written  in  1914,  the  Bankers 
Life  has  fixed  $50,000,000  as  its  goal  for 
business  to  be  written  during  the  current 
year. 


Northwestern  Mutual  Sues  Commissioner 

Tiie  Northwestern  Mutual  Fire  Associa- 
tion of  Seattle  lias  begun  suit  in  the  TJ.  S. 
district  court  against  John  E.  Phelps,  Cali- 
fornia state  insurance  commissioner,  to  com- 
pel him  to  issue  it  a  certificate  of  authority 
to  do  business  in  the  state.  The  commis- 
sioner refused  to  renew  the  license,  says 
the  complaint,  without  assigning  any  reason 
therefor.  Manager  W.  F.  Snyder  makes 
affidavit  that  the  commissioner  is  prejudiced 
against  fii-e  companies  doing  business  on 
the  mutual  plan. 


Fire  Destroys  Fourth  Church  in  Five 
Months 

Sebastopol,  Cal.,  March  22.— The  Con- 
gregational church  at  Graton,  three  miles 
from  liere,  was  totally  destroyed  early  this 
morning  by  fire.  This  is  the  fourth  church 
fire  near  here  within  five  months. 

First  the  Methodist  church  at  Sebastopol 
was  burned  to  the  ground.  Then  the 
Sebastopol  Congregational  church  was  partly 
destroyed.  A  stick  of  dynamite  was  found 
under  the  church.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  burn  the  Catholic  church,  but  this  fire 
w^as  extinguished  before  much  damage  had 
been  done.  Also  the  Berry  Growers'  Asso- 
ciation building  here  was  partly  destroyed 
by  fire. 

A  fact  about  all  the  fires  is  that  they  have 
taken  place  between  the  hours  of  3  and  4  a. 
m.  It  is  believed  that  all  are  the  work  of 
one  man,  probably  insane  or  a  fanatical 
opponent  of  religion.  The  police  have  not 
the  slightest  clew  or  suspicion. 


Hartford. —  Prominent  fire  and  life  men 
have  incorporated  the  American  Eeinsur- 
ance  Co.  with  a  capital  of  possibly  $5,000,- 
000. 


124 


The  Coast  Review 


New  Zealand  Insurance  Company 

Gains  in  Assets  and  Surplus 

The  head  office  annual  statement  of  tlie 
New  Zealand  Insurance  Company,  of  Auck- 
land, as  submitted  to  the  shareholders  on 
February  10,  is  a  summary  of  strong  and 
increasing  resources,  and  a  showinji  of  a 
substantial  profit  on  the  year's  under- 
writing. 

The  assets  are  now  $6,537, 4'lo,  as  against 
16,043,135  a  year  before.  This  is  a  gain  of 
nearly  half  a  million.  The  net  surplus  has 
advanced  from  $1,291,899  to  $1,482,960, 
which  is  a  gain  of  nearly  $200,000.  Tlie 
capital  being  $2,250,000  paid  up,  the  surplus 
as  regards  policyholders  is  $3,732,960. 

Premiums  net,  fire,  marine  and  accident, 
in  the  year  were  $3,496,545.  This  is  about 
the  same  as  in  1913.  Interest  and  rents 
brought  in  $238,370,  out  of  which  the  stock- 
holders were  paid,  as  in  the  previous  year. 
$225,000  or  10  percent  on  the  capital  — 
£45,000  or  6  s.  per  share. 

Of  the  government  securities  and  deben- 
tures (bonds)  owned  by  the  New  Zealand, 
there  are  $250,000  in  California  and  $198,000 
in  Massachusetts.  Altogether,  in  govern- 
ment, municipal  and  railway  bonds  the 
company  has  invested  $2,609,890.  Provision 
for  war  contingencies  have  been  made  by 
transferring  $112,500  to  (increasing)  the 
investment  fluctuation  and  contingency 
account  in  the  liabilities. 

The  United  States  department  confines 
its  business  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  Clinton 
Folger  and  W.  M.  Speyer  are  the  joint 
managers.  There  are  six  lieutenants  or 
representatives  in  the  field,  to-wit:  Frederic 
Williams,  W.  G.  Fortmann,  C.  P.  Lyndall, 
i).  A.  Parker,  Volney  Seebeck  and  R.  E. 
Oehlmann. 


The  American  local  agency  system  may 
not  last.  The  fire  companies  are  peeved 
because  brokers  and  locals  insisted  on  the 
companies  paying  the  "wai-"  tax  and 
because  organized  agents  supported  in 
Texas,  Kansas,  Missouri  and  Kentucky, 
and  now  favor  in  California,  control  of 
rating  by  the  state.  If  the  fire  companies 
should  conclude  to    sub-^titute    salaries   for 


commissions,  and  reduce  the  representatives 
one-half,  where  would  the  local  agents, 
brokers  and  insurance  journalists  migrate  ? 

Pacific  Mutual  Leader 

The  Pacific  ^Mutual  leads  in  California 
accident  and  health  premiums,  with  $360,- 
655. 


Let  Us  Have  an  Insurance    Federation  in 
California 

Reports  from  Ohio  and  ^Missouri  of  the 
beneficial  results  following  tiie  organization 
of  instirance  federations  in  those  states  per- 
suade us  to  urge  all  insurance  men  in  Cali- 
fornia and  later  in  other  Coast  states, 
to  join  the  movement  and  to  organize — 
first.   The  Insurance  Federation  of  California. 

Acknowledged  With  Thanks 

Insurance  World  Chart,  39th  annual  pub- 
lication, a  condensed  history  of  the  leading 
fire,  marine  and  casualty  companies  for  ten 
years— figuratively  speaking. 

The  Insurance  Library  Association  of 
Boston  Bulletin,  a  quarterly  publication. 

Argus  Insurance  Chart — a  compilation  of 
figures  showing  business  done  in  the  past 
ten  years  by  the  leading  American  and 
foreign  fire  insurance  companies  in  the 
United  States. 

Neat  little  pincushion  made  from  the 
bark  of  the  giant  redwood  tree  —  compli- 
ments of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  of  Los 
Angeles. 


Life. — The  impeachment  of  the  Oklahoma 
state  insurance  commissioner  brings  out  the 
charge,  among  ten  charges,  that  he  em- 
ployed to  examine  the  International  Life  a 
man  who  was  selling  to  that  company  his 
interest  in  the  Jeflferson  Life  of  Oklanoma, 
of  which  he  was  founder.  The  examina- 
tion report  was  favorable  to  the  St.  Louis 
company 


Automobile. — Officers  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Automobile  Association  are:  president,  Sam 
B.  Stoy,  London  &  Lancashire;  vice  presi- 
dent, T.  H.  Williams,  American;  secretary, 
A.  E,  Webber,  Fireman's  Fund. 
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A*         HEAD    OFFICE    ANNUAL    STATEMENT         ^ 


of  the 


INew  Zealand 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LTD. 

of  AUCKLAND,   NEW  ZEALAND 

For  the  Year  Ending  November  30,  1914 

ASSETS 

Mortgages  and  Shares $    979,020  58 

Real  Estate 1,747,285  95 

Government  Bonds  and  Debentures 2,609,893  78 

Branch  and  Agency  Balances      480,082  10 

Cash  in   Banks,  on  Hand,  and  Fixed  Deposits 666,760  89 

Other  Assets 54,402  33 

$6,537,445  63 
LIABILITIES 

Appropriation  for  Unpaid  Losses $    760,405  00 

Sundry  Creditors  and  Unearned  Premiums 504,240  77 

Investment  Fluctuation  Account 129,839  93 

Reinsurance  Reserve  Fund 1,410,000  00 

CAPITAL       2,250,000  00 

SURPLUS 1,482,959  93 

$6,537,445  63 

In  Business  on  the  Pacific  Coast  Since  1875 


Pacific  Department 

In  Company's  Building,     -    330  -  340  California  street 
SAN  FRANCISCO,    -    CAL. 

Clinton  Folger      W.  M.  Speyer 

JOINT    MANAGERS 


SPECIAL  AGENTS 

Frederic  Williams,  Denver,  Colo.  W.  G.  Fortmann,  Portland,  Ore. 

C.  P.  Lyndall,  Los  Angeles,  Gal.  D.  A.  Parker,  San  Francisco 

Volney  Seebeck,  Spokane,  Wash.  R.  E.  Oehlmann,  San  Francisco 
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MUTUAL   FAILURES 

Three    Oregon    Mutuals    Put    Into    A 
Receivership 

Salem,  Or.,  March  1. — Directors  of  the 
Horticultural  Fire  Relief  Association  of 
Oregon,  a  fire  mutual,  with  headquarters  in 
this  city,  tlirough  its  manager,  B.  J.  ^Miles, 
todaj-  tiled  an  application  for  a  receiver.  It 
was  asked  that  Harvey  Wells,  state  ln.<ur- 
ance  commissioner,  be  named.  The  re- 
ceivership will  include  the  Merchants 
Mutual  Fire  Assurance  Association  of  Salem 
and  the  Pacific  Home  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company,  which  were  recently  taken 
over  by  the  Horticultural  Fire  Kelief  Associ- 
ation. 

Insurance  Commissioner  Wells  today  esti- 
mates that  not  over  40  percent  of  the  liabil- 
ities of  the  companies  will  be  paid. 

The  total  insurance  of  the  Horticultural 
Fire  Relief  Association  in  force  December 
:^»1,  was  $H,030,o6(i,  of  the  MerchaiUs  :\Iutual 
$8,808,000,  and  the  Pacific  Home  Mutual, 
$1,676,000.  The  Horticultural  had  unpaid 
claims  totaling  $2.3,842  at  that  time,  the 
Merchants  Mutual  $4,570  and  no  assets,  and 
the  Pacific  Home  $6,000  and  no  assets. 

According  to  the  report  of  W.  W.  Cham- 
breau,  expert  accountant,  the  total  apparent 
assets  of  the  Horticultural  Fire  Relief 
Association  are  So7,72n  and  the  total  appar- 
ent liabilities  $12;'),0ir).  The  assets  are 
divided  into  $46,870  ordinary,  and  $10,SoO 
continsent,  and  $76,205  of  the  liabilities  are 
classed  as  contingent. 

Many  Unpaid  Claims 

Insurance  Commissioner  Wells  says: 
"A  short  time  after  I  took  possession  of 
this  ottice  it  became  apparent  to  me  from 
inquiries  from  all  parts  of  the  state  that  the 
Horticultural  Fire  Relief,  Oregon  Merchants 
Mutual  Fire  Assurance  Association,  and  the 
Pacific  Home  Mutiiai  Fire  Insurance  com- 
pany were  having  trouble  in  meeting  their 
obligations,  and  also  in  collecting  assess- 
ments levied  during  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber. 


"The  result  of  a  special  investigation 
showed  these  three  comj)anies  to  be  in  such 
a  financial  condition  tliat  ihe  board  of  di- 
rectors deemed  it  advisat)le  to  notify  the 
insurancedepartment  of  same,  and  on  being 
informed  of  conditions,  I  decided  that  im- 
mediate steps  should  be  taken  to  protect 
the  policyholders  and  warn  those  who  held 
insurance  in  these  companies  to  secure  new 
insurance,  and  I  further  requested  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  these  companies  to 
petition  the  circuit  court  of  this  county  for 
a  receiver  to  take  charge  of  their  affairs." 

The  Oregon  Merchants  was  taken  over 
.lanuary  15  and  the  Pacific  Home  last  fall, 
by  the  Horticultural  men,  but  the  insur- 
ance state  department  was  never  notified. 

The  expert  accountant  found  that  the 
bookkeeping  methods  were  very  incomplete, 
and  the  directors  seemed  to  have  no  definite 
idea  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  until  after 
the  expert  had  finished  his  exaiuiua- 
tion. 
$50,000  Surplus    Lost  and  Many  Claims   Still  Unpaid 

"Our  financial  troubles  are  not  so  nuich 
due  to  a  lack  of  new  business  as  the  great 
number  of  fires  we  have  had  during  the 
past  three  months,''  said  B.  J.  Miles, 
manager  and  vice  president  of  the  associa- 
tion today.  "We  made  an  assessment  last 
November  hoping  we  could  tide  the  associa- 
tion over.  By  reason  of  the  assessment, 
business  fell  of!. 

"We  have  always  done  business  at  less 
than  the  board  rate,  but  the  fire  record 
within  the  past  year  has  been  very  excessive 
very  much  above  the  rate  that  has  prevailed 
in  past  years. 

"Because  we  are  a  mutual  concern,  we 
are  not  supposed  to  carry  any  large  reserve, 
and  our  surplus  of  $40,000  or  $50,000  has 
been  absorbed  and  still  there  was  not 
enough  to  pay  losses  during  the  year." 


The  charter  of  the  Hartford  Fire  is  to  be 
amended  so  as  to  allow  the  company  to 
write  earthquake  and  sprinkler  leakage 
business. 


Montana  wisely  refused  to  "self-insure" 
its  public  buildings. 
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Coast  Premiums  and  Losses   by 
and  Departments 

Prem.  Income 

Rolla  V.  Watt 1,773,77(1 

Home.  N.  Y 1,68-1.276 

Wayman  ct  Henry l.GC4,020 

National,  Colonial  M.  c*c  T.  .   .  1,096,230 

Sun  and  Michigan    .   .              ■  567.790 

G.  H.  Tyson •   ■  1.532,501 

Dixwell  Hewitt        1,424,275 

Fireman's  Fund 1,255,982 

National  Union 619,636 

Northwestern  Mutual    ....  1.54,624 

Northwestern  National    .   .   .  427,983 

Sam  Stoy 727,290 

New  York  Underwriters  .   .    .  363,452 

A.W.Thornton 829.133 

R.  W.  Osborn      348,939 

Chapman  &  Xauman         ...  127,564 

Vulcan 88,218 

.7.  C.  .Johnston 663,9.58 

B.J  Smith 692,746 

Bertheau,  Selbach  &  Bertheau  277,590 

Watson  ct  Taylor 85,398 

J.  F.  Cobb 218.193 

Geo.  W.  Dornin 836,841 

Frank  M.  Avery 432.804 

McClure  Kelley     1(18,735 

Edw.  Brown  &  Sons 908,238 

New  Hampshire 191,372 

Curtis  &  Gordon      282.379 

E.  T.  Niebling 908,820 

W.  W.  Alverson     660.108 

C.  C.  Kinney 289,093 

E.  G.  Richards 826,223 

Continental 931.005 

Northwestern  F.  &  M 40,386 

Columbian  National 23,441 

Germnnia  Fire 2.')4,292 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  ....  206,688 

Atlas 459,030 

Norwich  Union 391,435 

H.  W.  Fores 210,863 

Scottish  Union  and  the  State  .  535,247 

FIremensand  G.  A 328,220 

Edw.  Potter  &  Sons 421,900 

Geo.  O.  Hoadley          129,849 

Pacific  States 94,280 

Allemannia 24,180 

Christensen  &  (rood win    .   .   .  772,556 

Hamburg-Bremen 46,735 

New  Zealand 478,941 
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Agencies 

Loss.  Incur'd 
867,5.56 

930,178 

806.748 

547, .806 

2.58.938 

751,035 

675,770 

627,795 

325,005 

48,243 
183,838 
370.620 
154,788 
432.126 
176,723 

34,273 

43,432 
312,722 
326.802 
134,373 

27,760 

84,860 
445,393 
206.842 

72.651 
461.739 

84.149 
190,124 
338,492 
285,2.52 
148,545 
404,471 
390,642 

20.474 
2,209 
141,080 
128,252 
181.965 
203,844 

78,4.!0 
248,779 
159,664 
171.040 
188,797 

48,436 

5,967 

413,581 

15,830 
246,087 


Edwin  Parrish 639,037  325,757 

H.  H.  Smith 417..582  283,165 

Royal  Exchange 111,530  38,6-50 

John  A.  Hougaard 61,061  17.515 

48 

Premiums  and  losses  hunirred  as  reported 
to  the  Coa.st  Review,  so  far,  give  an  average 
loss  ratio  of  48  percent. 


Sacramento.  — The  anti-twisting  bill,  a 
truly  meritorious  measure  is  being  supported 
by  life  men.  On  general  principles  the 
"twister"  should  be  suppressed,  for  he  is 
always  a  liar  and  a  cheat.  He  causes  loss 
to  policyholders  by  deceiving  them,  and  he 
unsettles  confidence  in  life  insurance.  It  is 
said  that  a  San  Francisco  general  agency 
has  built  up  a  large  business  mainly  by 
twisting  policies  from  other  companies. 


Many  years  ago  a  (lerman  in  Peoria,  111., 
started  a  P)-ct  restaurant.  Everything  was 
3  cents  or  multiples  thereof.  Cup  of  coffee 
and  milk  and  sugar,  3  cents;  one  egg  cooked 
to  order,  3  cents;  sand  witch,  bread  and 
butter,  plate  of  beans,  glass  of  milk,  bowl 
of  soup,  dish  of  fruit,  pie,  slice  of  cake — all 
3  cents  each.  Soon  this  tlirifty  man  had 
branch  restaurants  in  all  neighljoring  towns. 
Now  he  owns  the  leading  hotel  in  Peoria. 
So  Los  Angeles,  with  its  new  jitney  restau- 
rant has  "nothing  on"  the  Illinois  man. 


There  is  an  old  saying  that  a  man  is 
judged  by  the  company  he  keeps,  and  there 
is  a  lot  of  truth  in  it.  It  is  a  fair  judgment, 
however,  only  when  the  individual  upon 
whom  it  is  passed  has  a  say  in  the  selection 
of  his  company.  Any  worthy  man's  pref- 
erence, in  his  business  as  in  liis  social  life, 
is  naturally  for  agreeable,  helpful  compan- 
ions whose  character,  intelligence  and  am- 
bitions are  an  inspiration  to  him;  compan- 
ions with  whose  aims  and  methods  he  is  in 
full  sympathy;  companions  whom  he 
respects  and  who  respect  him.  who  are  good 
fellows  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term. — 
Metropolitan's  Intelligencer. 


Why  not  name  the  proposed    new    state 
Ourkansas? 
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ADAM  GILLILAND 
Assistant    General    Agent 

Pacific  Department  of  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co. 
Recently  Completed  40tli  Year  of  Continuous  Service  With  the 

Company 


Adam  Gilliland,  who  entered  the  forty  first  year  of  continnons  service  with  tlie 
Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company  on  February  iith  of  this  year,  lOlo,  is  respected  and 
iitced  by  all  his  associates.  He  is  modest,  conservative,  thouj^htful,  considerate  and 
capable.  "He  delivers  the  goods,"  as  the  saying  is.  For  many  years  he  was  manager  of 
the  city  department.  After  the  fire,  as  general  adju.^ter,  he  had  full  cliarge  of  the 
adjustment  of  the  company's  conflagration  losses,  and  was  later  made  assistant  general 
agent.  On  or  about  April  10  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilliland^go  East  on  a  six  months'  visit. 
Their  itinerary  will  include  Hartford  and  the  principal  cities  and  other  places  of  interest. 
We  express  tlie  cordial  general  wish  for  pleasant  journeys,  a  hap[)y  vacation,  and  a  safe 
return  home. 
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A  Pleasant  Affair  in  Honor  of   Adam 
Giiliiand 

When  the  j^enial  assistant  -lenerHl  agent 
of  the  Pacific  department  of  the  Hartford 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  Adam  Giiliiand, 
recently  neared  the  completion  of  the  for- 
tieth year  of  service  with  the  company,  his 
associates  resolved  to  commemorate  the 
anniversary  in  some  pleasing  way.  They 
gave  an  informal  dinner  at  the  University 
Club  with  Adam  as  the  gnest  of  honor  on 
February  13.  They  there  presented  him 
with  a  handsome  traveling  bag  for  liis 
Eastern  tour,  and  enthusiastically  resolved 
to  make  1915  a  "Giiliiand  Year"  in  the 
Pacific  department. 

General  Agent  Hewitt  read,  with  added 
eloquence,  the  following  verses,  which  had 
been  written  for  tlie  occasion  by  a  mutual 
friend : 

TO    ADAM    Gn.LlLAND 
From  all  the  walks  and  all  the  desks 

We  gather  here  toniglit 
To  bid  "God  Speed"  and  quick  return 
To  one  whom  we  deligiit— 

To  know  as  man,  and  meet  as  friend; 

Co  worker  in  this  band 
Of  loyal  hearts  and  faithful  souls; 

Our  Adam  Giiliiand. 

We  meet  to  say  "Good  Bye,"  and  yet, 

For  those  that  here  remain 
Each  feels  these  words  are  not  "Farewell." 

But  just  "Auf  Wiedersehen." 

Xo  brighter  skies,  nor  fruitful  fields, 
Nor  landscape  fair  you'll  find, 

No  truer  liearts,  nor  stronger  friends 
Tlian  those  you  leave  behind. 

Tho'  Hartford  spreads  its  welcome  wide 

With  friends  and  comrades  true, 
Remember,  California  holds 

A  stronger  tie  for  you. 
And  where  oursnow-capped  peakscan  pierce 

The  storms  that  o'er  them  ride 
And  bring  the  rains  that  carry  joy 

To  home  and  fireside. 
This  laud  is  yours,  wherein  your  hands 

Have  labored,  not  in  vain; 
These  forty  years  of  faithful  work 

Must  hold  the  stronger  rein. 


Sweet  are  the  fields  and  sweet  the  streams 
Where  Hartford  chiefs  reside, 

But  sweeter  yet  the  loving  thoughts 
That  call  you  to  their  side. 

For  us  the  thought  to  each  and  all 

That  faithful  duty  done, 
Brings  honor's  palm  and  full  reward. 

As  for  a  battle  won. 

The  earnest  strife,  the  whole-souled  work — 

Where  every  man's  a  team 
( 'arries  afar  to  each  true  iieart 

Sweet  honor's  golden  beam. 

Xo  laggard  by  the  wayside  feels 

The  pure  delights  that  fall, 
To  one  who  knows  that  heart  and  brain 

Are  answering  to  the  call— 

The  "Bugle  Call"  of  duty  where 

The  fight  is  fast  and  strong ; 
Where  honest  work  the  story  tells 

Through  contests  fierce  and  long. 

Then  take  from  each  and  every  heart 

That  greets  yon  here  tonight 
( )nr  loving  prayer  to  hold  you  safe 

When  absent  from  our  sight. 

And  this  fond  thought  our  dearest  wish: 
Adam,  where-e're  you  roam — 

Whatever  lands  your  footsteps  find. 
That — in  unr  hearts — is  "Home." 

There  were  present  the  guest  of  honor  and 
the  following  named  personal  friends  and 
l)usiness  associates:  Messrs.  Dixwell  Hewitt, 
J.  F.  Kennison,  George  E.  Devine,  H.  M. 
Kelly,  M.  dlilliland,  M.  E.  Spalding,  R  E. 
Dollard,  P.  H.  (Triffith,  D.  Dennis,  W. 
Dennis,  C.  E.  Miller,  L.  H.  Flarle,  F.  M. 
Branch,  Lichteustein,  W.  Grove,  Kelly, 
Conner  and  Meherin. 


Personal. — Geo.  W.  Blossom  &.  Co.  of 
Fred  S.  James  &  Co.,  Cliicago;  W.  A. 
Eckardt  and  wife,  of  Beilingham,  Wash.; 
N.  R.  Wall  of  N.  R.  Wall  and  E.  T.  Camp- 
bell Co.,  American  Central  general  agents, 
St.  Louis ;  and  the  senior  memlier  of  Hunter, 
Mellen  &,  Co.,  Seattle;  —  visitors  in  San 
Francisco. 


Why  do  printers  never  grow  rich  ? 
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New  Nevada  Law  —  It  Authorizes  Com- 
missioner to  Appear  Before  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters 

Senate  Bill  No.  113,  introduced  by  the 
judiciary  committee,  February  27,  was 
passed  by  both  houses  and  became  a  law  by 
the  governor's  signature  March  12.  The 
new  law  relates  to  the  office  of  the  ex-officio 
state  insurance  commissioner  and  extends 
and  further  defines  his  duties. 

The  commissioner  ( state  controller )  is 
empowered  to  enforce  all  present  insurance 
laws,  and  is  additionally  empowered. 

Licenses 

He  must  issue  a  license  to  insurance  solic- 
itors upon  written  request  from  general 
agents  or  officers  of  authorized  companies, 
licenses  being  good  until  February  1  of  the 
following  year,  unless  revoked.  Fine  of 
$100  or  50  days  in  jail,  or  both,  and  debar- 
ment from  further  soliciting.  Fee,  $1  for 
each  company  represented. 

Revocation  if  Judgment  Claim  Unpaid  60  Days 

Commissioner  is  authorized  to  revoke  or 
suspend  license  of  any  company  which  does 
not  pay  any  claim  within  60  days  after 
final  judgment. 

The  commissioner  must  plan  all  fire  in- 
surance required  by  state  on  its  property, 
in  authorized  companies. 

Power  To  Inspect  State  Property 

He  shall  also  have  power  to  inspect  all 
state  buildings,  and  to  order  all  necessary 
tire-extinguishing  and  safety  appliances  for 
their  protection;  and  the  further  power  to 
order  removal  of  combustibles  and  rubbish 
from  such  state  property,  and  to  oi'der 
changes  in  entrances  and  exits  for  safety  of 
inmates,  together  with  such  fire  escapes  as 
he  may  deem  necessary. 

Examinations 

The  commissioner  has  the  right  to  exam- 
ine any  company,  on  his  own  volition,  or 
on  sworn  statement  of  five  policyholders, 
stockholders  or  creditors;  and  pending 
examination  he  may  withdraw  or  withhold 
certificate  of  authority. 

Moneys  collected  by  the  insurance  de- 
partment are  to  be  turned  into  the  state 
treasury  as  "the  general  insurance  fund." 


Any  balance  exceeding  $5,000  on  January  1 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  "general  fund." 
All  department  claims  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  general  insurance  fund. 

The  commissioner  may  appoint  as  deputy 
any  competent  person  to  make  an  examina- 
tion of  a  non-resident  company,  the  ex- 
penses to  be  borne  by  such  company,  but 
in  no  case  to  be  higher  than  the  compensa- 
tion allowed  for  such  services  by  the  local 
laws  of  the  state  where  such  examination  is 
made. 

Reports  To  Be  Made  To  Board  of  Underwriters 

Section  7  is  as  follows: 

When  twenty-five  percent  of  the  taxpayers 
of  any  city  or  town  in  the  state  desire  a 
survey  of  the  water-works  and  fire  appliances 
of  the  town  or  city,  with  a  view  of  asking 
for  a  reduction  of  fire  insurance  rates,  the 
insurance  commissioner  shall  deputize  some 
suitable  person  to  make  such  survey  and 
file  a  full  report  in  his  office,  said  report  to 
be  placed  with  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Underwriters,  before  which  board  the  state 
insurance  commissioner  or  deputy  shall 
appear  to  argue  a  reduction  of  insurance 
rates,  should  said  report  warrant  it.  All 
the  expense  of  such  proceeding  shall  be 
borne  by  the  town  or  city  upon  whose 
behalf  the  proceedings  are  had,  and  shall 
be  deposited  with  the  insurance  commis- 
sioner before  action  is  taken.  The  compen- 
sation allowed  such  deputy  while  actually  in 
the  employ  of  the  state  shall  be  five  dollars 
per  diem  and  actual  expenses  while  traveling. 


Why  should  a  state  regulate  insurance 
rates  any  more  than  bank  interest,  depart- 
ment store  prices,  or  restaurant  charges  ? 
What  would  you  think  of  bank  clerks  or 
restaurant  waiters  who  went  to  Saci'amento 
or  other  capital  and  urged  the  legislators  to 
establish  a  state  price  rating  bureau  ?  How 
long  would  they  hold  their  jobs  ? 


The  New  York  Life  does  not  adA^ertise 
this  year  "securities  reported  at  market 
value."  One  item  in  the  annual  statement 
reads  "bonds  and  stocks  owned  by  com- 
pany (book  value)."  And  "stocks"  too? 
Those  awful  stocks — which  nowaiays  seem 
to  fluctuate  and  fall  less  than  bonds. 
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— Fire  mutuals  may  now  enter  Montana. 
—The  trustees  of  the  Ohio  German  Fire  have 
paid  their  third  dividend. 
—The  Chinese  on  this  Coast  are  boycotting 
Japanese  stores  and  Japanese  goods. 

—Life.— Companies  may  now  issue  in  Idaho 
both  participating  and  non-participating 
poHcies. 

—At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers Association  of  the  Pacific  next 
month  new  officers,  as  per  recommendation 
of  the  nominating  committee,  will  be 
elected  as  follows:  H.  P.  Blanchard,  presi- 
dent; Washington  Irving,  vice  president; 
Calvert  Meade,  assistant  secretary;  J.  P. 
Moore,  assistant  secretary-librarian ;  A.  W. 
Thornton,  Rolla  V.  Watt,  F.  C.  Staniford, 
executive  committee;  T.  H.  Williams, 
George  O.  Smith,  W.  H.  Gibbons,  library 
committee. 

— Incendiary. — The  actions  of  the  boy  Coe 
who  confessed  to  setting  the  Weed  fire  were 
so  unusual  that  the  court  announces  that  it 
will  not  send  him  to  the  penitentiary.  The 
particulars  of  this  case  are  printed  else- 
where. The  boy  was  caught  in  a  sort  of 
"moving  picture  detective  story"  way.  He 
asked  a  thousand  dollars  (ten,  one  dispatch 
says)  blackmail,  to  be  deposited  on  a  store 
counter  in  a  conspicuous  place.  A  bag  of 
iron  washers  were  put  there.  The  boy 
walked  in  and  in  the  presence  of  witnesses 
took  the  bag  off  the  counter. 

— Saturday,  April  24,  is  fire  prevention  day 
in  California.  There  is  to  be  a  parade — 
unless  it  rains  pitchforks,  which  it  won't. 
All  who  are  engaged  in  insurance  in  San 
Francisco,  California,  or  elsewhere,  are  in- 
vited to  remain  sober  and  participate  in  the 
day's  events,  beginning  with  a  march 
under  the  shining  white  banner  of  the  P.  P. 
I.  Club,  up  Market  to  Van  Ness,  thence  to 
the  teagrounds  at  the  fair  grounds.  The 
automobile  division  must  include  no  jitney 
"busses."  Those  who  own  or  think  they 
own  or  rent  machines  are  invited  to  invite 
their  more  lucky  fellows  to  take  a  ride  in 
their  wagon. 


—  The  U.  S.  government  accepts  the  indem- 
nity of  the  Pacific  Coast  Casualty  up  to 
$32,000  on  any  one  bond. 
— The  Ocean  A.  &  Guarantee  is  to  be  placed 
under  a  new  management  in  San  Francisco, 
Leonard  C.  Jones  returning  to  Salt  Lake. 
His  appointment  was  only  provisional. 
— Clergymen  Will  Commemorate.  —  The  clergy- 
men of  San  Francisco  will  on  Sunday, 
April  18,  "nine  years  after,"  commemorate 
the  anniversary  services  of  thanksgiving 
for  the  rebuilding  of  the  burned  city  and 
the  cooperative  spirit  of  our  people  as  shown 
in  insurance  and  in  the  great  and  beautiful 
exposition. 

— Salt  Lake. — John  James's  reappointment 
as  insurance  commissioner  of  L^rah  has 
been  confirmed  without  dissent.  Mr.  James 
was  first  appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired 
term  of  Mr.  Done,  who  resigned  to  engage 
in  work  for  the  National  Board.  Commis- 
sioner James  is  now,  with  Actuary  Paul  L. 
Woolston,  in  San  Francisco,  examining  the 
West  Coast  Life. 

— The  life  companies  have  made  loans  on 
farms,  as  compiled  by  a  truthful  congress- 
man, as  follows:  California,  $5,861,978; 
Colorado  $2,017,028;  Idaho,  $1,696,272; 
Washington,  $1,347, .387;  New  Mexico, 
$1,111,994;  Oregon,  $639,451;  Utah,  $474,- 
582;  Montana,  $445,4.35;  Arizona,  $411,973; 
Wyoming,  843,200.  Of  the  5  billion  in  life 
assets,  only  one-tenth  on  the  security  of 
farm  lands,  which  is  the  safest  security  in 
the  world  at  one-half  its  value  as  a  3-per 
cent  earner. 

— Insurance  Congress.  —  Commissioner  Hath- 
away of  the  World's  Insurance  Congress 
announces  the  appointment  of  an  advisory 
program  committee  for  the  convention. 
The  committee  include  these  insurance 
presidents:  R.  M.  Bissell,  Hartford  Fire; 
Forest  F.  Dryden,  Prudential ;  Henry  Evans, 
Continental  and  Fidelity-Phenix;  John  M. 
Holcombe,  Phoenix  ^Mutual  Life;  Edson  S. 
Lott,  U.  S.  Casualty;  E.  G.  Snow,  Home  of 
New  York.  There  is  one  vice  president  of 
a  company,  Geo.  T.  Dexter,  Mutual  Life. 
There  are  fourteen  otliers  —  managers, 
agents,  actuaries  and  journalists. 
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— J.  D.  Colinan,  general  agent  for  the  Home 
at  Portland,  is  in  town.  John  looks  well 
and  happy. 

— Honolulu. — In  a  speech  at  a  promotion^ 
meeting  here,  H.  J.  Saunders,  an  officer  of 
a  life  company,  said  he  owned  and  published 
a  weekly  insurance  journal  in  San  Francisco, 
which  he  pledged  to  help  boost  the  "Visit 
Hawaii"  movement. 

— The  Panama  Pacific  Ins.  Club  formally 
opened  its  headquarters  at  433  California 
street,  San  Francisco,  last  week.  There  is 
room  aplenty  for  members  and  guests,  and 
all  the  comforts  of  home  but  one.  This  will 
be  remedied  soon. 

— Over  the  Divide.  — Arthur  Brown  writes 
us :  Kindly  correct  the  error  on  page  39  of 
your  January  issue  in  which  you  give  the 
names  of  those  who  "passed  over  the 
divide— W.  H.  Hill,  Denver."  Uncle  Billy 
Hill,  as  he  was  affectionately  known  to  all 
of  us,  passed  his  insurance  life  in  Nevada 
and  California,  commencing  as  a  local  agent 
in  Virginia  City  in  1876,  and  was  a  San 
Franciscan  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
— Sacramento. — Southern  California  locals, 
who  dread  non-board  competition,  are  red- 
hot  for  the  Kehoe  state-rating  measure. 
The  better  class  of  fire  insurance  men 
oppose  this  bill,  as  indeed  they  would 
suspect  and  oppose  any  bill  fathered  by 
Kehoe,  who  is  an  insurance  baiter.  State- 
rating  in  any  disguise  has  everywhere 
proved  disastrous  to  fire  underwriting. 
The  leading  men  who  support  it  are  the 
enemies  of  the  companies. 
— Sacramento. — The  anti-rebate  bill  liere 
seems  likely  to  get  out  of  committee  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass.  It  is  a  life 
agents'  bill  chiefly,  though  supported  by 
fire  agents  and  brokers.  The  life  men  are 
busy  for  it.  The  anti-rebate  law,  applying 
only  to  insurance  and  not  to  pianos  and 
autos,  etc.,  is  favored  as  a  deterrent  to 
commission-rebating  and  not  as  a  positive 
preventive.  With  penalties  for  violation 
of  the  law,  rebating  will  no  longer  be  an  open 
and  shameless  discrimination  against  the 
small  policyholder  for  the  benefit  of  the 
arge.  The  law  will  also  give  the  state 
insurance  department  something  to  do. 


— "Co-insurance"  should  be  compulsory. 

— Why  is  a  dyspeptic  gloomy  and  a  doomed 
consumptive  cheerful  ? 

— Casualty. — Marshal  A.  Frank,  formerly  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  Casualty,  is  organizing  a 
new  casualty  company  in  San  Francisco. 

— Sacramento.  —  The  bill  imposing  a  $10 
annual  license  tax  on  all  insurance  brokers 
will  probably  become  a  law. 

— We  hear  that  Commissioner  Phelps  of 
California  and  his  bondsmen  are  to  be  sued 
for  damages  in  sums  equal  to  or  more  than 
the  bond  given. 

— The  incendiary  loves  a  vacant  house. 
Four  empty  houses  in  a  row  on  Atlantic 
street,  near  Wood,  in  Oakland,  Cal.,  were 
burned  by  incendiaries  this  morning. 

— The  biggest  January  in  the  career  of  the 
Northern  Life  of  Seattle  was  January,  1915, 
which  gained  33J  percent  in  new  business 
over  any  other  Janus-moonth. 
— San  Francisco. — The  new-  West  Coast-San 
Francisco  Life  Insurance  Co.  has  been 
licensed.  It  will  take  over  the  West  Coast 
and  the  San  Francisco  companies'  assets 
and  obligations. 

— Sacramento.  —  The  Progressive  Prender- 
gast  non-boarders'  bill  is  up  for  hearing. 
The  bill  provides  that  the  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  shall  not  discriminate  against 
non-board  companies  but  shall  permit  them 
to  get  their  share  of  business. 
— If  the  amount  paid  by  the  Mutual  Life  to 
its  policyholders,  over  $1,000,000,000,  were 
in  silver  dollars,  piled  one  above  another, 
the  tower  or  column  would  be  3,000  Mt. 
Tamalpaises  high,  or  about  1,500  miles 
above  the  clouds.  To  haul  this  silver  w'ould 
require  a  thousand  freight  cars. 
— License  Revoked.  —  The  new  California 
state  insurance  commissioner  has  revoked 
the  license  of  the  Property  Underwriters' 
Association.  Manager  Stovel's  attorney 
expresses  the  opinion  that  the  commissioner 
has  exceeded  his  authority.  The  associa- 
tion is  an  interinsurer's  exchange  which 
reinsures  in  an  English  company.  No  law 
has  been  violated.  Suits  will  be  begun  for  a 
license  and  probably  for  damages. 
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California    Accident  and  Health  Insurance 
In  1914 

Company  Prems.  Losses 

iEtna  A.  &  L $        l'"*  *  •    ■   • 

mna  L 132,449  62,583 

American  C 19.214  12,786 

American  N 3,526  1,200 

Casualty  Co.  of  A 957  381 

Connecticut  G 2,138  110 

Columbian  N 5,748  1,672 

Commonwealth  B 2,880  3,859 

Continental  C 124.406  65,846 

Employers  Liability 33,961  9,106 

Federal  C 9.083  2,780 

Fidelity  &  Casualty          ....  92,125  47,853 

Fidelity  &B 116.301  17,843 

Frankfort  G 18.846  12,343 

General  A.,  F.  &  L 6.320  3,027 

Globe  Ind 12.067  14,714 

Great  Eastern  C 29.326  6,448 

*Great  Western  A 4,153  711 

Guardian  C.  &  G 4.874  1.450 

Hartford  Acei.  &  Ind 758  ... 

Inter-Ocean  C 5,128  1,998 

Inter-State  Businessmen's  A.    .  13,951  2,664 

London  G.&  A 8,470  5,405 

London  &  Lancashire  G.  &  A.  .  12,854  9.784 

Loyal  Protective 7,319  5,388 

Maryland  C 22,124  19.689 

Masonic  Protective 11,449  4..507 

Massachusetts  Bonding   ....  47,644  21.660 

*Masonic  Mutual  A 4,065  2,176 

Metropolitan  C 5,983  1,762 

Midland  C 12,253  4,650 

National  C 29.876  7,779 

New  Amsterdam  C 15.343  5,153 

New  England  C 2,639  821 

New  .Jersey  F.  &  P.  G 412  57 

North  American  A 65,240  29,388 

Occidental  Life    ...              .   .  157,774  70,830 

Ocean  Acei.  &  Guar 5,841  426 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty 41,588  11,535 

Pacific  Mutual  Life 360,6.55  182,.549 

Pacific  Surety t    115  19,136 

Philadelphia  L 133  15 

Preferred  A 62,023  21.108 

Prudential  C 1,670  981 

Reliance  L 5,947  1,190 

Ridgely  Protective 19,064  11,475 

Royal  Indemnity 25,794  5, .547 

Southwestern  S 8,924  3,235 

Standard  Accident 79,990  .30,471 

Travelers 326,0.W  157.481 

United  States  Casualty    .       .   .  7,130  2,764 

United  States  F.  &  G 8.034  4,205 

United  States  Health  &  A.      .   .  6,486  3,120 

Western  Ind 5,280  890 

♦Western  L.  &  A 22,683  3,896 

Totals $2,028,8.51  $918,443 

*  Assessment  company. 

X  Excess  of  reinsurance  and  return  premiums  over 
gross  premiums    received. 


American     Central     Insurance     Company 

Assets  of  this  old  St.  Louis  Company, 
$4,320,590;  net  surplus,  $1,156,705;  income, 
$.3, 295, .382;  expenditures,  $3,299,098.  Be- 
cause of  the  reinsurance  of  half  the  busi- 
ness the  assets  and  premium  receipts  are 
reduced.  Otherwise,  both  would  have 
shown  an  increase.  Losses  paid  were  little 
more  than  in  1913. 


President  Taylor   of  Connecticut   Mutual 
Life 

The  keynote  in  the  business  of  life  insur- 
ance today  is  service  to  policyholders. 
What  is  that  service?  Are  not  these  its 
prime  requisites:  To  guarantee  absolute 
protection  to  families  and  estates;  to  main- 
tain an  adequate  surplus;  to  invest  in  sound 
securities;  to  resort  to  no  experiments  or 
expedients,  for  competitive  or  other  tem- 
porary purposes;  to  limit  expenses  to  legiti- 
mate ends;  to  cover,  in  insurance  contracts, 
only  those  undertakings  that  experience 
warrants;  to  increase  new  business  at  only 
such  economic  cost  as  will  secure  to  present 
policyholders  the  benefits  to  accrue  from  a 
normal  accession  of  selected  lives;  to  meet 
all  obligations  promptly;  and  to  protect,  by 
proper  means,  trust  funds  and  their  owners 
from  unduly  burdensome  and  adverse 
legislation? 


Among  death  claims  recently  paid  by  the 
Union  Mutual  Life  are  these:  Harry  B. 
Hayes,  East  Oakland,  Cal. ;  Wm.  Whitfield, 
Knowles,  Cal. ;  Howard  D.  McLeod,  Los 
Angeles,  Cal. ;  Andrew  Hecht,  Oakland, 
Cal. ;  Clinton  D.  Higgins,  Riverside,  Cal. ; 
Frank  Z.  Towle,  San  Andreas,  Cal.;  Willis 
F.  Bonney.  ins.  agt.,  Pueblo,  Colo.;  Ida  B. 
Ozmon,  Pueblo,  Colo. ;  Judge  Jesse  P. 
Houser,  Mt.  Vernon,  Wash. ;  Clayton  C. 
Rhoads,  Seattle;  Story  L.  Jameson,  Seattle; 
Frank  Rigler,  Portland.  Endowment  claims 
were  paid  in  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco, 
Napa,  Nicasio,  Orville,  Tuolumne,  Cal. ; 
Rawlins,  Wyo. ;  and  Greeley,  Colo. 


Another. — The  Scottish  Union  &  National 
Indemnity  has  been  incorporated  at  Hart- 
ford. 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 
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1914  Was  Not  Favorable  to   Fire    Under- 
writing 
Outgo  More  Than  Income 

PeoiJle  who  think  fire  underwriting  is  all 
pleasant  "beer  and  skittles,"  should  glance 
at  the  following  list  of  companies  which, 
with  many  others,  paid  out  more  money 
than  they  took  in.  Perhaps  some  of  the 
companies  should  have  curtailed  their  divi- 
dends but  as  the  excess  payments  do  not 
signify  financial  trouble,  no  criticism  is  due. 
The  excess  payments  were  caused  by  excess 
fire  losses,  which  were  unusual  in  numbers 
of  claims  and  totals  of  losses. 

The  list  is  by  no  means  complete.  Some 
of  the  largest  companies  report  more  paid 
out  than  taken  in,  but  their  large  assets  and 
surplus  funds  are  not  materially  affected  or 
not  at  all  affected  by  the  unusual  outgo. 

It  should  not  be  inferred  from  this  list 
that  any  of  the  companies  was  a  serious 
loser  or  turned  in  the  direction  of  reinsur- 
ance. They  have  interest  incomes  to  draw 
on  or  surplus  funds  which  can  be  safely 
lessened.  The  intelligent  reader  will  merely 
note  that  the  companies'  unusual  1914  ex- 
perience, of  which  these  figures  are  samples, 
is  testimony  to  the  risk  which  the  fire  in- 
surance company  runs  every  year. 

Income  Expenditures 

Alleraannia $     920.775  $   92S,l'jS 

Amazon 102.481  147,606 

Anglo-American 163,721  219,8o7 

Atlantic 90.438  91,274 

Buffalo-German 745,218  801,378 

Capital  Fire ^81,232  294,086 

City 31,713  33,962 

City  of  New  York 589.554  634,906 

Commerce 293,482  323.944 

County  Fire 469.064  604,802 

Dixie      512.646  522,453 

Farmers 495,183  518,762 

Forrest  City 192,248  200,315 

German,  111 919,510  1,033.707 

German,  W.  Va 275.S14  348,361 

German-American,  Baltimore  429,381  502,817 

General,  Paris 476.727  498,174 

Humboldt 841,168  896,924 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 2,101,956  2,311,188 

Metropolitan 80.542  102,734 

Michigan  Millers  Mutual  .   .   .  .     884.232  915,860 

Pacific 579,411  679,734 

Pittsburg  Underw 4,253,888  4,397,773 

Reliance 780.351  872,558 

Skandia       825,114  894,380 

Stuyvesant 744,075  930.623 

Teutonia 672,420  776,176 

Toledo 63.670  99,814 


The  Fire  Insurance  Broker   and    His 
Liability 

Person  employing  insurance  broker  to 
procure  insurance,  and  telling  him  of  other 
insurance,  held  not  negligent  in  failing  to 
examine  the  policy  when  delivered,  so  as  to 
discover  that  it  prohibited  other  insurance. 
Israelson  v.  Williams,  151  N.  Y.  S.  679. 

Retention  of  policy  procured  through 
broker,  without  knowledge  that  it  provided 
that  other  insurance  should  render  it  void, 
held  not  a  waiver  of  insured's  rights  against 
the  broker  for  his  negligence. — Id. 

Where  insurance  broker  negligently  pro- 
cured policy  with  provision  against  other 
insurance,  action  against  the  company,  and 
settlement  thereof  without  recognition  of 
liability,  held  not  to  inure  to  his  benefit  or 
to  relieve  him  of  liability.— Id. 


Dismissed.— For  reasons  best  known  to 
themselves,  a  San  Francisco  legal  firm  pro- 
cured a  share  of  stock  in  the  name  of  their 
female  stenographer,  thus  enabhng  them  to 
appear  in  court  with' a  suit  to  enjoin  the 
San  Francisco  Life  from  merging  with  the 
AVest  Coast  Life.  The  bluff  didn't  work. 
Judge  Seawell  promptly  dismissed  the  suit, 
as  two  -  thirds  of  the  stockholders  were 
known  to  be  in  favor  of  joining  the  proposed 
new  company.  The  real  parties  beiiind 
this  suit  can,  at  present,  only  be  surmised. 


Bonding.  —  The  new  Commonwealth 
Bonding  Co.  and  the  California  insurance 
department  have  adjusted  their  differences, 
the  Texas  company  having  agreed  to  substi- 
tute other  securities  and  pay  in  more 
capital. 


The  tri-ennial  examination  of  the  New- 
England  Mutual  Life  by  its  home  state 
brings  the  usual  complimentary  comments 
on  the  company's  condition  and  manage- 
ment. 


To  the  average  agent  reader,  19-20ths  of 
the  printed  insurance  news  has  not  even 
the  value  of  interesting  gossip.  Besides, 
the  news  item  very  seldom  brings  home  any 
bacon. 
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Assignment  to  Niece  Invalidates. —  In  our  Legal 
Digest  is  a  decision — Equitable  Life  v.  Ad- 
ministrator—  which  made  an  assigned  policy 
invalid  because  the  uncle  insured,  assigned 
it  to  his  niece,  she  agreeing  to  pay  the 
premiums.  The  court  not  only  ruled  that 
the  niece  had  no  insurable  interest  and 
could  not  collect,  but  that  the  assignment 
to  her  invalidated  the  polity  as  to  the 
innocent  insured's  estate.  This  decision, 
in  the  latter  respect,  surely  seems  unjust. 
The  defendant  Equitable  had  received  its 
premiums,  as  per  contract,  and  there  is  no 
evidence  that  the  assignment  to  the  niece 
had  in  any  way  increased  the  hazard. 
Indeed,  why  shouldn't  a  niece  have  an 
insurable  interest  in,  say,  a  childless  uncle's 
estate?  Anyway,  the  estate  was  in  equity 
entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the  policy;  and 
we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Equitable  Life 
should  quietly  pay  the  face  of  the  policy. 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  is  first,  the 
Travelers  second  and  the  Occidental  Life  of 
Los  Angeles  is  third  in  volume  of  19J4  Cali- 
fornia accident  and  health  premiums. 


Seattle,  March  22.— Fire  in  basement  of 
Epler  block.     Small  damage. 

Over  $2,000,000  accident  and  health  prem- 
iums in  CaMfornia  in  1914,  with  4.5.9  percent 
losses. 

The  American  Surety  paid  10  percent 
dividends  out  of  its  surplus  funds  last  year. 
The  underwriting  expenses  were  61  percent 
of  the  premiums.  This  appears  to  be  about 
the  company's  average  expense  ratio. 

Of  the  27  millioiis  of  assets  of  the  Hart- 
ford Fire  the  real  estate  amounts  to  only 
$728,000.  The  bonds,  reported  at  market 
value,  amount  to  over  18  millions.  This 
company  has  agencies  in  all  the  prominent 
localities  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Sacramento. — Eureka  Kehoe  has  intro- 
duced a  bill  favored  by  the  surety  com- 
panies. It  requires  California  insurance 
companies  also  to  put  up  a  $20,000  surety 
bond. 

For  60  days  the  California  insurance  de- 
partment stands  enjoined  against  any 
action  against  the  Commoiawealth  Bonding. 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Oi'ffaitized  JSfiS 

Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,«)89,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  with  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

Fof  full  iiifornidtioii  icritetfie  Compauif  at 
LOS  ANGELES,    CALIFOHXIA 
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Insurance   Company 

Of  America.  N.  Y. 


NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  l,  1915) 


NET  SURPLUS,     '' 

E.  F.  BEDDALL  N.  S.  BARTOW 

President  Secretary 


10,187,030 
4,021,442 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 
Vice-President 


Gross  Assets  T4'  $107,521,857 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  46,783,587 
Net  Surplus  -  -  17,380,987 
Losses  Paid    -    -    260,831,312 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
-      LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 


Royal 

Insurance 

COMPANY  ^ 

■     Limited/' 


DEPARTMENT    OFFICES:      Boston,    New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

San   Francisco,   Montreal.  (S'  Agencies  in  all  principal  cities  and  Towns 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOG  ARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.  KELLAM,  Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  :  Frank  M.  Gilcrest,  H.  R.  Burke,  J.  K.  Urmston 
J.  B.  Walden,  D.  L.  Stewart,  C.  D.  Gabrielson,  E.  P.  Eldred, 
J.  H.  Banks,  F.  J.  Perry,  J.  T.  O'Brien,  R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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Technical  Defense  by  a  Surety    Company 

lu  action  against  foi-eign  surety  company, 
objection  to  service  of  summons  because 
made  on  the  deputy  commissioner  of  insur- 
ance, instead  of  tlie  commissioner,  held 
technical,  and  not  to  appeal  favorably  to  a 
court  of  justice.— Banlcers'  Surety  Co  v. 
Town  of  Holly,  219  F.  96. 


was    recognized    nevertheless.  —  Insurance 
Tost. 


Chicago. — A.  G.  Dugan,  AVestern  man- 
ager of  the  Hartford  Fire,  had  a  birthday 
last  Sunday.  In  recognition  of  the  event, 
his  close  friends  in  the  fire  insurance  busi- 
ness presented  him  with  a  handsome  watch 
and  fob,  suitably  inscribed,  on  Saturday. 
The  presentation  took  place  in  the  office  of 
John  Marshal,  Jr.,  all  the  subscribers  being 
present,  and  the  presentation  address  was 
made  by  M.  F.  Driscoll,  chaplain  of  the 
Purety  League.  The  watch  was  inclosed 
in  a  beautiful  sealskin  case,  and  athough 
the  case  may  have  cost  more  than  tlie 
watch  itself,  the  spirit  of  the  occasion  and 
the  cordial  good  will  which   it    represented, 


Fire. — The  Home  of  Xew  York  has  made 
a  very  interesting  tabulation  of  the  propor- 
tionate distribution  of  each  dollar  of  prem- 
ium income  for  1914.  This  tabulation  shows 
that  of  each  100  cents  84.30  percent  waa 
paid  within  the  state  wliere  it  was  collected 
for  losses,  taxes,  licenses,  commissions  and 
field  supervision;  loss  claims,  56.49;  com- 
missions, 19  96;  insurance  department 
taxes,  licenses,  fees,  etc.,  3.03;  field  super- 
vision, 4.02;  for  printing,  advertising  and 
supplies,  2.22;  administration,  5.77,  and 
set  aside  for  the  reserve  required  by  law, 
5.19  cents;  a  total  of  97.48  cents,  leaving 
2.52  cents  underwriting  profit  carried  to 
surplus  and  held  for  additional  protection 
of  policyholders.  No  part  of  the  premium 
income  was  paid  out  in  dividends,  they 
being  provided  by  the  iniere.<t  on  the 
investments. 


Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 

American  of  Newark 


Cnartered  In  1846 


Capital  Stock 

liabilities 

Special  Reserve  Fund 

Net  Surplus 

Total  Assets 


Sl.OOO.OOO.OO 

5,452,043.92 

300,000.00 

3,252,859.29 

SlO,OO4.903.21 


Paoifio  Branch  Office,     San  Franoisco,  Cal. 

GEORGE  O.  HOADLEY,  Manager 

Thos.  H.  ■VTilliams,  Asst.  M^r. 
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The  '^Home  Life'^ 

The  fifly-fihh  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ide  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  its  policyholders  during 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  830,631,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  $3, 1  10,507  includ- 
ing dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
$4,533,420,  and  is  now 

§120,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 
JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE, 

Clans  Spreckels  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Undiminished    Earning    Power    No    Bar 
to  Compensation   Pension 

The  fact  that  an  injured  workman 
may  earn  the  same  salary  after,  as 
before,  an  accident  does  not  militate 
against  his  claim  for  compensation 
under  the  Quebec  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act,  on  account  of  dimin- 
ished working  capacity,  according  to  a 
decision  handed  down  Vjjt^  Mr.  Justice 
Lavergne,  speaking  for  himself  and 
his  colleagues,  the  Chief  Justice,  .Jus- 
tices Trenholme,  Cross  and  Carroll,  of 
the  Quebec  Court  of  Appeals. 

Ambroise  Lariviere,  owner  of  a  saw 
mill  at  St.  Ours,  appealed  from  a  judg- 
ment of  the  lower  court,  condemning 
him  to  pay  Arthur  Girouard,  a  former 
employee,  a  life  pension  of  $59.37. 
Girouard  lost  an  eye  when  one  of  the 
teeth  of  a  circular  saw  he  was  operat- 
ing, flew  off.  He  sued  under  the 
Workmen's  Compensation    Act,     and 


defendant  denied  responsibility,  claim- 
ing that  the  mishap  was  due  to  the 
inexcusable  fault  of  the  plaintiff.  De- 
fendant pleaded  that  any  way  the  vic- 
tim's earning  power  had  not  been  de- 
creased, since  he  was  earning  as  much, 
if  not  more,  after  the  accident,  than  he 
had  earned  before. 

Mr.  Justice  Lavergne  pointed  out 
that  the  partial  and  permanent  inca- 
pacity consisted  in  a  diminution  in  the 
aptitude  to  work.  The  victim  in  the 
present  case  had  worked  at  different 
trades — as  a  chauffeur,  a  carpenter, 
mechanic,  laborer  and  farm  hand. 
The  physicians  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  accident  had  induced  a  re- 
duction in  working  capacity  of  30  per 
cent.  As  he  earned  $475  a  year,  he 
would  thus  have  a  right  to  a  pension 
of  S72;  the  lower  court  had  granted 
him  S59.37. 

After  reviewing  the  evidence,  and 
finding  that  there  had  been  no  inex- 
cusable fault  on  the  part  of  plaintiff, 
His  Lordship  held  that  he  had  really 
suffered  a  diminution  in  working  abil- 
ity. He  now  had  open  to  him  only 
laboring  and  farm  work — as  the  ab- 
sence of  an  eye  precluded  his  following 
the  other  avocations. 

"The  fact  that,  after  he  had  re- 
covered from  his  injuries,"  proceeded 
His  Lordship,  "the  plaintiff  for  a 
certain  time  earned  as  much  as  he 
had  earned  previous  to  the  accident, 
as  a  laborer,  cannot  be  taken  as  a  con- 
clusive reason  to  fix  his  salary  at  that 
minimum.  This  incurable  infirmity 
from  which  he  is  suffering  will  ever 
be  prejudicial  to  him.  Judgment  con- 
firmed with  costs  and  appeal  dis- 
missed. ' ' — Chronicle,  Montreal. 
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ORGANIZED 
APRIL  I3th,  1853 


Main  Offices 

56  Cedar  Street 


THE    HOME 

Insurance    Company 

NEW  YORK 


ELBRIDGE   G.   SINOW, 
President 


The  completion  of  SIXTY  YEARS 
finds  THE  HOME  in  the  premier  posi- 
tion among  the  Insurance  Companies  of 
the  world  not  only  in  respect  of  FIRE 
ASSETS  and  SURPLUS  to  POLICY- 
HOLDERS— but  with  an  unexcelled  rec- 
cord  for  fair  dealing  in  every  emergency 
as  well  as  in  ordinary  routine — with  an 
unsurpassed  equipment,  and  with  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  readiness  to  serve 
the  public,  its  agents  and  brokers. 
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Testifies  at  Murder    Trial    and    Is    Mur- 
dered 

Chico,  Cal.  —  In  almost  the  same 
spot  where  in  December  Thomas  Rey- 
nolds was  murdered  and  for  which 
murder  Frank  Cook  is  on  trial  at 
Quincy,  George  Miller,  principal  wit- 
ness against  Cook,  was  murdered  at  1 
o'clock  in  the  morning  and  his  bakery 
in  Portola,  twenty  miles  from  Quincy, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  to  cover  the 
crime. 

Miller's  body  was  burned  to  a  crisp, 
but  two  bullet  holes  were  found  in  his 
skull.  He  returned  in  the  evening  from 
Quincy,  where  he  had  testified  at  the 
trial,  and  told  friends  that  he  expected 
to  be  killed  for  what  he  knew. 

To  guard  against  assassination  he 
placed  blankets  across  the  windows 
and  barricaded  the  doors  of  his   bak- 


ery. There  is  intense  excitement  and 
it  is  believed  now  the  same  man  who 
killed  Reynolds  killed  Miller. 

Up  Quincy  way  and  Alturas  there  is 
a  bad  element. 

Auto  Clubs  To  Self  Insure 

A  New  York  bill  provides  that  any 
club  of  auto-owners  of  300  members 
may  mutually  insure  their  machines 
against  fire,  theft  and  liability. 

Arizona  proposes  to  make  the  com- 
panies report  premiums  received  in 
every  city  of  more  than  3,000.  How 
many  are  there?  What's  the  nigger 
in  the  woodpile? 

CASUALTY 

The  Hartford  Steamboiler,  repre- 
sented by  H.  R.  Mann  &  Co.,  will  in- 
crease its  capital  to  $3,000,000. 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid  Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY   PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Manager 

R.   C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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LAKE  YOU  PLEASED?         I 
IF  NOT,  SEE  —J 


US 


POLICIES    UP  TO  TME   MINUTE 

LIPE,  ACCIDENT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE  " 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldc.  LOS    ANGELES,  CAL. 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -         -         $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,      ....       7,543,103.12 
Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

H.   R.   MANN,   Manager 
F.  M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,  Assistant  Managers 
Palflc     Coast  Deftartment :    339-34-1     Sansome     St..    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  :  —  A.  E.  Bailey.  1213  Hoge  Bldg,  Seattle.  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash. —  V.  H.  Quitzow.  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco — A.  C.  Anderson, 
447  Douglas  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  {Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  1S33) 

(FIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120.152.00 

Surplus $723,433.00 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

34  0  California  Street,         ...        San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


Business  Others  that  which  they  cannot   do  for 

Business  is  simply  doing  for   others  themselves, 
ihat  which  they  are  unable  to  do   for         jr^.^^  a  simple  neighborhood  service 

themselves.  ^^  g^  nation-wide   system   we   see   the 

The  men  who  make  things,  the  men  dependence  upon,    the    predominance 

who  sell  things,  the  men  who    render  of  the  individual, 
professional  services,  are  all  doing  for 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell  Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fair  Coirimissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  Policyholders 

— In  short :   A  good,  all-round. 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
Write  for  full  information  today — 
HOME    OFFICE  -  SEATTLE 


LIFE 

HEALTH 

ACCIDENT 


3"1C 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


The  employer  is  dependent  upon  the 
worker,  the  worker  is  dependent  on  the 
employer  and  both  are  dependent  on 


It  is  all  up  to  the  individual. 

The  whole  business  system  in  all  its 
expansion  and  complexity  is  but  the 
composite  of  the  individual.     It  is  the 


I 


A    LIMITED    NUMBER     OF    GOOD    AGENTS   ARE 
ON   A  SALARY   BASIS.    WRITE 


WANTED 


BANKERS  LIFE  CO. 


DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


the  merchant  who  sells  and  the  indi- 
vidual who  finally  buys. 

No  one  in  or  out  of    the    system    is 
independent. 


individual  who  makes  the  whole. 

The  spirit  of  the  whole,  for  good  or 
for  evil,  comes  from  the  individual, 
good  or  evil. — Cottrell's. 


The  World's  Record ! 

During  1914  The  Prudential  issued  and  revived 
$518,963,821 

paid-for  Life  Insurance  at  the  lowe^  expense-rate  in 
its  history. 


This  is  the  greatest  amount  ever  written   in  a  single  year  by 
any  company  in  the  world. 


THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST  F.  DRYDEN.  President.  Home  Office,  NEWARK.  N.  J. 

Incorporated  Under  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
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LIFE 

C.  H.  Rosenbaum,  Chicago  repre- 
sentative of  the  Bankers  Life  Company 
of  Des  Moines,  has  in  eight  months 
written  insurance  on  the  lives  of  fifty 
Chicago  bankers.  This  is  believed  to 
be  a  new  record  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness. Among  the  men  written  by  Mr. 
Rosenbaum  are  some  of  the  best  known 
financiers  of  the  nation. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Nashville  Life 


Underwriters  Association  last  Saturday 
the  special  agent  members  led  a  move- 
ment that  administered  a  considerable 
jolt  to  the  general  agents  and  company 
members  who  employ  "spotters"  in  the 
big  concerns  of  the  city  so  that  they 
might  be  tipped  off  whenever  there 
was  a  likelihood  of  an  agent  landing  a 
policy  anywhere  around  where  the 
"spotters"  are  employed. — Western 
Underwriter. 


GOOD   AGENTS   WANTED 

THE 

West    Coast    Life    Insurance    Co. 

Home  Office :  West  Coast  Life  Building,  Northwest  Corner 
Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets,  San  Francisco 


ORIGINAL    AND    ATTRACTIVE 
ORDINARY    AND    INDUSTRIAL 

Policies  Which  IVIeet  With  Instant  Favor 


OFFICERS—  THOS.  L.  MILLER,  President 

C.   O.  G.    MILLER,   Vice-PresiHent 

JULIAN  SONNTAG,  second  Vice-President 

WILLIAM  C.  HAMMOND,  Secretary 


Health  and  Accident  Insurance — Automobile  Liability 

__,  _  and  Property  Damage  Burglary. 

ty/^    /7     .      fL,    (yi  M  X  J  KIMBALL  C.  ATWOOD,  President 

WILFRID  C.  POTTER,  Secretary 

Assets,  January  1,  1915 $3,315,203 

Surplus  and    Reserve    (including 
^-  ^^  Capital)  for  the  Protection  of 

f^*^  CJ^  "C^  Policyholders      2,609,531 

^  Claims  Paid.  Over 9,000,000 

OF-  NEW  voRK.  Voluntary  Reserve  for  Contingencies  .    .         100,000 

HEALTH     AND     ACCIDENT    POLICIES 

The  Best  Insurance  for  Business  and  Professional  Men  The  Easiest  Insurance  for  Agents  to  sell 

Liberal  Commissions  and  Renewal  Contracts  to  Good  Men 

GEO.  C.   FARRELL,  Manager  Pacific  Coast  Dept. 

466-467-458  Mills  Building,  San  Francisco 
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1792~^^^^  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE— ^QTC 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS, $18,613,414..00 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore. 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


FIRE 

Nevada  City,  March  17. — Fire  early 
this  morning  destroyed  the  twenty- 
stamp  mill  and  concentration  plant  of 
the  Plumbago  mine  near  Allegheny, 
Sierra  county.  The  loss  is  placed  at 
$35,000  with  $15,000  insurance. 

The  father  of  U.  S.  Manager  Kelsey 
of  the  Hamburg-Bremen  and  Western 
Manager  Kelsey  of  the  Sun,  himself  a 
fire  underwriter  of  note,  Benjamin 
Kelsey,  died  last  week  in  his  88th 
year. 

Arson. — Edgar  Newsom,  of  Colum- 
bus, Ga.,  was  last  week  sentenced  to 
j&ve  years  in  prison  for  burning  a 
dwelling,  and  Fort  McElroy,  of  the 
same  town  was  given  two  years  for  a 
similar  offense.  E.  B.  Preston  is  fac- 
ing trial  for  setting  fire  to  his  store  in 
the  suburbs  of  Columbus. 


LIFE 

The  Metropolitan  and  Prudential, 
now  mutuals,  have  old  low  non-partic- 
ipating rates.  They  ask  for  amended 
legislation  permitting  the  payment  of 
25  percent  of  the  premiums  for  ex- 
penses. 

The  National  Temperance  Life  of 
Texas  has  been  swallowed.  Because 
there  are  too  few  teetotalers  in  Texas  ? 

The  Grange  Life  Assurance  of  Lan- 
sing, Mich.,  starts  with  $100,000 
capital  and  some  surplus,  and  will  al 
once  increase  both.  The  new  com- 
pany will  make  a  specialty  of  insuring 
"grangers,"  otherwise  farmers,  "when 
the  frost  is  on  the  fodder"  and  at  all 
times. 

PLATE   GLASS 

The  New  Amsterdam  has  reinsured 
the  National  Plate  Glass,  which  quits. 
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H    F#i?E  AUTOMOBILE    f. 

NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance   Company 
Assets,     -     $6,916,921.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -      $3,503,411.00 

■  DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company 

Assets,     -     $2,278,039.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,574,706.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS 

iii     Assets,  -  $10,742,403.00    Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,862,302.00 
EDWIN     PARRISM,    Manager 

Pacific  Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing  paid-for   Insurance   in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance    Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 

ARTHUR    L.  BATES,  President 

Address      Albf.ht  E.  Awde,    Supt.  of  Agencies 
7  \V.  Madison  St.  Chicago.  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 

Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

T.  H.   McAUis,    Manager.    Sherlock     Bldg.. 
Portland,  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Seattle. 
Wash. 
J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


EVIL 
The  human  evil  in  the  world  can  be  regarded  as 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  human  freedom.  The 
highest  product  of  evolution  is  not  a  set  of  automata 
mechanically  constrained  or  coerced  to  go  right,  but 
human  beings,  knowing  good  and  evil,  who  can    go 


GERMAN  I A 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  January  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,    -     -     -     81,000,000  00 

Assets, 7,284,654  80 

Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 

wrong  if  they  choose,  and  whose  will  to  do  right 
gradually  develops;  at  a  cost  in  suffering  and  error, 
great  indeed,  but  not  too  great  for  the  worthwhileness 
of  the  ultimate  product. — Sir  Oliver  Lodge. 


ABOUT  WORDS 
Wed — Pledge.     Wedding — A  pledging.     Anglo- 
Saxon. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

{LIMITED) 

Of  London,  England 
With  which  is  Incorporated  the 

MancKester  Assurance  Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,    •     •    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,962,091.00 


Office:    100-106    Sansome  St.,         San  Francisco 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  H.  PALACHE,  Assistant  IVIanag^er 


SURETY 

The  Southwestern  Surety  expects  to 
add  $200,000  new  capital  soon. 

The  Texas  Fidelity  and  Bonding 
faces  a  receivership. 

At  Seattle,  W.  S.  Lewis,  a  surety 
man,  committed  suicide. 

ACCIDENT 

The  Royal  Indemnity  has  appointed 
C.  M.  N.  Carwin  its  health  and  acci- 
dent department  superintendent  at  San 
Francisco. 


At  Los  Angeles  Geo.  A.  Calkins  will 
represent  the  General  Accident. 
HAIL 
The  German-American  of  New  York 
is  now  writing  hail    through    its    new 
department  at  Minneapolis,  which    is 
the  center  of  the  hail  well  wet  country. 
FIRE 

The  Travelers  Fire  is  to  be  the 
name. 

Sensible  North  Dakota  legislators 
"killed"  the  bills  for  state  regulation 
of  fire  insurance  rates. 
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BONDS 

Jitney  owners  are  organizing  an 
interinsurance  exchange  in  Kansas 
City,  the  stocks  refusing  to  write  them. 
In  San  Francisco  supervisors  are  afraid 
to  require  bonds,  though  the  jitneys 
have  killed  several  people.  The  1,000 
jitney  owners  probably  control  5,000 
votes. 


MARINE 

Los  Angeles,  March.  22.  —  Prompt 
action  on  the  part  of  Morgan  Adams, 
wealthy  owner  of  the  power  yacht 
Lasata,  is  responsible  today  for  the 
rescue  of  a  number  of  well-known 
society  people  who  were  guests  on  his 
boat  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  late 
yesterday.  Adams'  yacht  took  fire  on 
the  return  trip  from  Catalina. 


NEW 


NEW 


MONTHLY  INCOME  BONDS 

A  new  idea  added  to  the  Popular  Monthly 
Installment  Insurance.  Gives  the  Agent  a 
ready  opening  by  gaining  the  prospect's  w^ill- 
ing  attention.  Complete  Line,  Life,  Limited 
Pay,  Endow^ments 

For  Contracts,  address  I   A.  Ewing,  General  Manager,  or  Chas.  A.  Cohen. 
Supervisor  of  Agencies,  Home  Office 

SAN    FRANCISCO   LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

San  Francisco,   California 

Southern  California  Territory,  Address  W.  H.  Cramer,  President 
SOUTHERN  AGENCY  COMPANY 
1129  Marsh-Strong  Bldg..  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Territory  in  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Arizona,  Nevada 


NEW 


NEW 


ORGANIZED    179  7 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 


Assets,   Over         ..... 
Losses  Paid,   Over        .... 

Pacific    Department  : 

J.   L   FULLER,   Manager 
FRANK    L.  HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


$13,000,000.00 
$100,000,000.00 

332  Pine  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 

430  California  St.,        -  -       San  Francisco,   Cal. 

A.   C.    OLDS,    Manager 


Is 
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The  FRANKFORT 

General  Insurance  Co. 

Established  1865  Entered  United  States  1896 

U.  S.  Department,  123  William  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Workmen's  Compensation 

Workmen's  Collective 

Liability 

Burglary 

Personal  Accident  and  Health 

Industrial  Accident  and  Health 


Agents  Wanted  For  Unoccupied  Territory 
Apply  to  New  York  office  or  to 

WALTER  A.  CHOWEN, 

Resident  Secretary, 

340  Sansome  Street,    San  Francisco 

Central  California  Agency 
BEN  LEONARD  COMPANY 
en  "J"  St.,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

Southern  California  Agency 

CONSOLIDATED  AGENCY    COMPANY 

334  Central  Building,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance  Compan}} 

Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Cash  Capital,  .         -         -        .        .        $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -        -        -       1,263,340.00 

Assets, 4,195,444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department,  604  Merchants  Ex.,  S.  F 

FIELD   REPRESENTATIVES: 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF,  Northern  California. 
604  Merchants  Exchange,  S.  F. 

E.  W.  HALL.  Bay  Counties, 
500  Syndicate  Bldg.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California, 
302  Stimson  Bldg..  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon,  British  Columbia  and 
Western  Washington,     722  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 
Washington.    Address— Spokane,  Wash, 


FIRE 

Many  Church  Fires 

Churches  are  burning  notably  —  in  Cali- 
fornia, Utah,  Oregon,  etc.  At  Sebastopol 
and  vicinity.  At  Pendleton,  First  Presby- 
terian.    At  Springville,  Latter  Day  Saints. 


THE 

Standard  Accident 

Insurance  Company 

Of  Detroit,  Mich. 

LEM  W.  BOWEN,  President  J.  S.  HEATON,  Secy. 

Cash  Capital,  $1,000,000 

Gross  Assets,        -      4,930,330 

Claims  Paid,       -       19,565,180 

Writes  Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance. 
Accident  Policies  Provide  for— Unlimited  In- 
demnity, Beneficiary  Benefits,  Accumula- 
tions, Optional  Benefits,  Hospital  Indemnity, 
Combination  Features,  Surgeons'  Fees  Where 
no  Claim  for  Disability  is  Made,  Special 
Benefits     for     Sunstroke,      Freezing,      Etc. 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  for  Women. 
Contracts  Practically  Without  Conditions. 

CLARENCE  F.  BRIGGS, 

SUPT.  Pacific  Coast  Department. 
California,  Oregon.  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Ari- 
zona, Utah,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

H.   H.   HAIGHT,   District  Agent. 
Contracts  Unexcelled.       Agents  Everywhere. 


Classes  of  Risks 

Risks  are  divided  into  two  classes,  pre- 
ferred and  non-preferred. 

Risks  that  are  written  at  a  profit  are  the 
"preferred  risks." 

Risks  that  are  written  at  a  loss  are  the 
''non-preferred  risks." 

The  class  of  underwriting,  and  not  the 
class  of  property  underwritten,  makes  the 
risk  "preferred"  or  "non-preferred." 

Protected  dwellings,  brick,  n-iercantile 
and  other  desirable  property  written  at  a 
poor  rate  and  above  cash  value  are  "non- 
preferred  risks."     They  don't  pay. 

Cotton,  .coal  oil,  oil  derricks,  field  grain, 
frame  ranges,  cordwood,  saw  mills  and  other 
protected  or  non-protected  property  written 
at  a  good  rate  and  below  cash  values  are 
"preferred  risks."     They  do  pay. 

The  hazard  makes  the  rate. 

The  underwriter  agent  makes  the  risk 
"profitable"  or  "unprofitable;"  "pre- 
ferred" or  "non  -  preferred."  —  Fireman's 
Fund  Record. 
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.  .  _    d^^^t-^^t    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

/Xincricari  central         ^f  st.  louis  Established  1853 

Assets,  $4,320,590        Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid,  $29,707,385 

^-        Oca- -I    F-  ^   "•   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^t»     r    am  of  St.  Paul,   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets,  $10,162,454    Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $4,216,643       Losses  Paid,  $47,792,188 


LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 
m^M^^^^^t^U^    F-  &  W-  UNDERWRITERS        MinilASftfa     UNDERWRITERS 

Mercantile         o,  st.  louis  mmnesoia     q,  st.  Paui 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156,705  Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156,705 

TERRITORY— California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department:— 235  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION  LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus,       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

(Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Ptiiladelpfiia. ) 
Total  Assets,  -  $27,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  $11,878,186.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906,        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AGENTS : 

T.  F.  O'GRADY,  San  Francisco:  GEO.  F.  STANIFORD,  Loa  Angelea; Portland 

315  California  Street,  -  -  -  San  Francisco 


Assassins  Cost  Bankers  Life  $4,000  Two  Winchester  rifle  bullets  found 
The  hazard  of  human  life,  even  in  their  mark,  one  in  his  breast,  another 
our  land  of  peace,  is  no  better  illus-  through  his  head.  The  money,  $6,500, 
trated  than  in  the  case  of  William  under  the  seat  of  his  automobile,  was 
Dick  of  Walsenburg,  Colo.  He  was  not  taken.  Since  robbery  is  not  be- 
in  the  prime  of  life,  had  never  been  Sieved  to  have  been  the  motive  for  his 
sick,  and  looked  forward  to  many  murder,  the  affair  is  a  complete 
happy  years,  yet  death  cut  him  down  mystery.  His  only  life  insurance  was 
without  warning.  He  was  on  his  way  ^^^^h  the  Bankers  Life  of  Des  Moines, 
to  a  mine  near  Walsenburg  with  .  A  Wisconsin  bill  provides  that  no 
money  to  pay  off  the  miners.  Two  assessor  of  incomes  shall  do  any  insur- 
men  were  in  ambush  along  the  way.  ance  business. 
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Pacific  Department,  Insuran 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

HARTFORD 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

ce  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

OF 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J.  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DtPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

Y.  &L  M.  Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,    Mast. 

Largest    Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets    $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8,979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,490,436.53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus      590,434  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,014,985.00 


OFFICE:    KOHL     BUILDING, 

Corner  California  and   Montgomery  Streets,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst  Manager 


SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

F,  J.  R.  WEBBER        GEO.  C.  CODDIXG         L.  B.  ROGERS      J.  E.  CRANDALL 
FRANK  H.  YOUNG  H.  K.  NOURSE 


C.  H.  ANDERSON 


Lloyds   insure    jitney    buses — not      cent;  against  fire,  2  percent,   and  col 
busses — against  theft  for  3^  of   1    per     lision,  2. 


88 


The    Coast    Review 


LIFE 

The  Pennsylvania  legislature  is  con- 
sidering a  bill  providing  that  life  insur- 
ance policies  or  annuities  upon  the  life 
of  any  person  issued  for  the  benefit  of 
a  wife  and  children  shall  be  vested  in 
such  beneficiaries  full  and  clear  from 
all  claims  of  the  creditors  of  the  in- 
sured, notwithstanding  the  right  to 
change  the  beneficiary  named  has  been 
reserved  by  the  insured  or  is  permitted 
by  the  insurer. 

"The  only  sure  way  you  can  find 
out  whether  a  man  is  open  for  life 
insurance  is  to  ask  him." 

What  a  nation  of  guj^s  we  Ameri- 
cans would  be  if  the  policies  of  insur- 
ance we  carry  were  as  conspicuous  a 
part  of  our  equipment  as  the  clothes 
we  wear.  Last  year  we  discarded 
over  a  billion  of  insurance  by  lapsation 
and  surrender,  and  most  of  it,  we 
venture  to  say,  because  of  misfits. 
The  trouble  all  came  from  the  fact 
that  the  agent  did  not  study  his  man 
and  adjust  the  policy  to  his  needs. — 
Pacific  Mutual  News. 
FIRE 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  reports 
light  February  fire  losses. 

President  Damon  of  tlie  Springfield 
Fire,  in  his  annual  summary  of  the 
company's  business,  spoke  of  fire 
underwriting  and  business  conditions 
in  1914  as  follows: 

The  year  started  badly  with  some 
ten  weeks  of  practically  continuous 
zero  weather,  Avhich  extended  well 
over  the  entire  countrj^.  As  we  all 
know,  such  conditions  cause  many 
more  fires  to  start  and  handicap  the 
firemen  by  frozen  hydrants  and  other- 


wise, so  the  fires  are   much  more    de- 
structive. 

Then  came  the  tariff  reduction, 
which  checked  the  enterprise  of  hun- 
dreds of  manufacturers  who  could  not 
tell  whether  they  could  prosper  under 
the  reduction,  which  in  many  lines 
was  a  very  material  factor.  This  situ- 
ation and  the  state  of  mind  resulting 
therefrom  was  reflected  in  the  loss 
ratio  in  all  manufacturing  sections  of 
the  country,  for  while  hesitating  re- 
garding future  operations,  in  many 
cases  precautions  were  neglected  which 
are  carefully  observed  in  .prosperous 
times. 

That  carelessness  contributes  very 
largely  to  the  fire  loss  is  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge;  in  fact,  eliminate 
that  element  and  the  frightful  annual 
destruction  of  property  by  fire  in  this 
country  would  be  reduced  at  least  one- 
half. 

Lastly  came  the  terrible  European 
war,  which  not  only  deprived  many 
manufacturers  of  important  foreign 
markets  for  their  products,  but  was  an 
even  more  serious  l)low  to  our  South- 
ern states,  as  it  reduced  the  value  of 
their  one  great  crop,  cotton,  over 
$300,000,000.  Few  of  us  have  any 
realization  of  what  such  a  calamity 
means  to  that  large  and  important 
section  of  our  country. 

Some  Things   Burning 

"Movies,"  apartment  houses,  cotton, 
electric  light  and  power  stations,  im- 
plement factories,  warehouses,  j>rinter- 
ies,  stores,  barns,  dwellings,  woodwork- 
eries,  schools,  factory  lofts,  machine 
shops,  department  stores,  churches, 
post  offices,  paint  shops,  live  stock, 
saloons,  hotels,  carriage  shops,  deli- 
catessen stores,  wall  paper  stores. 
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GENERAL 

Do  you  remember  Thunder  Mountain — 
almost  solid  gold  in  Idaho — written  up  in  a 
Philadelphia  popular  weekly  glowingly, 
convincingly,  deceptively,  by  Wm.  Allen 
White  of  fake  Kansas  ?  How  much  did 
White  get  for  that  misleading  article  ?  How 
many  men  are  today  in  poverty  and  unhappy 


because  of  it  ?  When  White  writes,  discount 
it — especially  if  he  writes  against  insurance 
and  for  Kansas. 

Accounts  Muddled.  —  The  secretary  of  the 
United  Commercial  Travelers  resigned,  and 
now  the  Ohio  state  ins.  dept.  reports  a 
$34,000  "discrepancy." 


The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

9iambur^  -<fBremen 

^ire  insurance  Companu 

HAMBURG.  GERMANY 

U.  S.  BRANCH   STATEMENT,   DECEMBER  31,   1914 


ASSETS 

State  Bonds        $     20,425  00 

Municipal  and  Railroad  Bonds 1,581,410  21 

Cash  in  Banks 79,016  27 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection 195,785  42 


LIABILITIES 

Reserve  for  Reinsurance 51,116,384  75 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses 165,005  00 

Reserve  for  Taxes  and  all  other  Liabilities       35,000  00 
Surplus 560,247  15 


$1,876,636  90 
Cash  Assets  in  the  United  States,         .        .        -        - 
Deposited  with  Insurance  Departments  and  Trustees, 
Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States  over    -        -        -        - 


$1,876,636  90 

Sl,876,636  90 

1,626,835  21 

28,000,000  00 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 


Insurance  in  force,  96,033  Policies  for 


$228,305,763 


AVHAT  XO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay  to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,  Dividends,  Surrender 
Values.  Annuities  and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 
It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 


Total  Premiums  received,  Deo.  1.  1846,  to  Dec.  31, 1914 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period 

Excess  of  amount  returned  ...--- 


$294,743,273.70 

304,068,509.45 

9,325,235,75 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 

Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co.  ji  New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853  !j  Organized  1826 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation  I  North  River  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1910  Organized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Company    organized  i824 

WM.    W.   AL  VERS  ON,   Manager 
3  7  4    Pine  Street,        ...        -        San  Francisco,  California 


Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 


c..^^:oi  A...-*.  *  R-  R-  Roper,  San  Francisco       A.  M.  Lovelace.  Portland 

Special  Agents -,  ,p    „    ir„l„l,„,.    l  „=   a „I„„         W    T    Ronth.  SnnWnno 


AMPLE  FACILITIES  for  Handling 
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Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

"The    Oldest  Scottish  Insurance  Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50  -  52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOTCH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES: 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIN,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREN  CAMPBELL,  Special  Agt,  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHN,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  N.   Y. 
ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  DECEMBER   31,  1914 

Assets $11,858,729  53 

Liabilities 8,319,608  72 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,539,120  81 

Losses  Paid  to  December  31,  1914     .      .    .    48,580,800  32 
This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 

Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary.  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public,  Teams  I  Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage),  Automobile  (Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision),  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam -Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

f  California— CHAS.  J.  BOSWORTH,  General  Agent.  Merchants  Exchange, 
Pacific  Coast  Department:  S  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— SEELEY  &  CO..  Ill  S.  10th 
(  St.,  Tacoma;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of    LONDON 

Cash   Assets,      .      .      .     $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  — C.  \V.  RoHRKR,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Rod  E.  Smith.  Portland,  Oregon; 
T.  S.  Heath.  Denver;  I.  E.  John.sen,  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinmann,  B.L.  Penfield,  San  Francisco. 
Percy  J.  Perry,  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 

J.  M.  MENDELL,  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

W.M.  Hackett.  Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch— Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


It  is  said  that  Lloyds  of  London  are  Henry  Hewett  of  Portland  is  dead, 

nowinsurins  at  1  ^-3  against  war  between  aged  68. 

Germany  and  the  United  States;  that  The  Merchants  Life,  an  Iowa  assess- 

Lloyds    insured    against    rain   on    the  ment  society,  has  capitalized  as  a  legal 

opening  day  of  the  San  Francisco  fair,  reserve  company. 


Pacific  Fire  Manual  91 


From. 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

A  Book  of  Instructions.     For  Local  Agents. 

Cloth  Bound.    Price  $1.50. 

Quartz  Mill  and   Hoisting  Works 

$    .    .    .    On  the  frame  steam  power  building  while  occu- 
pied as    ...    . 
$    .    .    .    On  the  fixed  and  movable  machinery,  tools  and 
implements,  including  shafting,  gearing,  pul- 
leys and  belting,  all  while  contained  in   above 
:lescribed  building,  and  situate    .... 
Privileged    to  make  alterations  and   repairs,  external 
additions  excepted,  incidental  to  the  business,  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  15  days  at  any  one  time. 

Warranted  by  the  assured  that  (Here  insert  watchniiin's 
clause,  as  below). 

$    .    .    .    Total  concurrent  insurance  permitted. 
Watchman's  Clause 

Every  policy  of  insurance  covering  mining  property 
(and  other  property  as  below)  should  contain  the  following 
watchman  clause,  except  as  hereinafter  provided: 

It  is  warranted  by  the  insured  that  whenever  any  of 
the  following  named  parts  of  the  plant  described  in  this 

policy,  towit: 

is  idle  or  not  in  operation,  from  any  cause  whatever,  com- 
petent watchmen  shall  be  employed,  and  due  diligence 
used  to  keep  a  continuous  watch  both  day  and  night  in 
and  immediately  about  said  part  of  the  plant.  If  any  of 
the  above  named  parts  is  idle  or  not  in  operation  for  a 
period  of  more  than  thirty  (30)  days  without  the  written 
consent  of  this  company,  this  policy  shall  be  void. 

In  the  blank  in  the  form  of  watchman  clause  must  be 
mentioned  all  of  the  principal  buildings  in  or  on  which 
the  policy  covers. 

Note. — Where  the  full  watchman  clause  (as  above  described) 
is  not  used  in  policies  of  insurance  covering  mining  property,  the 
annual  rate  on  such  property  shall  be  increased  50  cents. 

(The  three-fourths  loss  clause  may  be  used  in  lieu  of 
the  watchman  clause  on  a  policy  covering    a   plant   on 

(65  ) 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FOUR  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  &^  Mercantile 

Insurance   Company  of  London  and  Edinburgh 

Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 


ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 

(which  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Co) 


$9,139,794.00 


E.  G.  BICHABBS,  Manager 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street.  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  Representatives: 

E.  .T.  Young.  201  American  Bank  Bldg..  Seattle ;  P.  \V.  Gedney.  .501  Empire  State  Bldg.,  Spokane.Wash. ; 
E.  C.  Willey.  16+5  TremontSt.,  Denver.  Colo.  ;C.  Harris.  515  Title  Ins.  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles;  H.  E.  Smith, 
224  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland.  Dr.;    G.W.Dearborn,  F.  J.  Schoeneman.  C.  F.  Milliman.  San  Francisco. 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

THEN 
Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company,  Are  you  represented  here?  Ol 
course  the  company  is  represented  there.  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Harm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an    applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "I  control  $ 

J  premiums."    "My  business  is  chiefly ." 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you. 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Lookins  Eor  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad  hand  and  the  warm 
eye  They  will  pay  you  a  handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance     Company 
or    Great    Britain. 

Organized  \f^2i. 


North  American  Branch: 

Hartford,   Conn. 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 

MANAGER. 


FiELD    REPRESENTATIVES: 

FRED  W.  GASTON,  Tacoma,  Wash.. 

Oregon,  Washington.  British  Columbia. 

JOHN  M.   HOPKINS.  State  Agent, 

JOHN  L.  REAMS,  Special  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUNDSON,   Realty  Building. 

Spokane,  Wash.. 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  Arizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE : 

409  California  Street 


MUTUAL    FIRE 

Salem,  Or.,  March  5.  —  President 
Pemberton  of  the  defunct  Horticul- 
tural Fire  Relief  is  dead.  The  super- 
intendent of  the    mutual,    Pvalph    W. 


yesterday.       Worry  over   the     failure 
caused  both  deaths. 

FIRE 
The  Home  has  reinsured  the  Texas, 
Arkansas    and  Oklahoma  business    of 


Feeney,  committed  suicide  in  Portland     the  Mechanicsa  &  Traders. 


The    Coast  Review 


93 


FIRE 

The  Wilmington  (  Del.  )  Fire  will 
retire  because  of  the  ire  of  its  stock- 
holders. 

The  Reinsurance  Clearing  House  is 
being  organized  by  large  writers  to 
take  care  of  excess  American  lines. 

The  Franklin  Fire  has  reinsured 
nearly  all  its  business  in  Tennessee 
and  Kentuckee,  we  see. 


Ocean  Park,  March  3. — Savoy  hotel 
badly  damaged. 

El  Centro,  Cal.,  Feb.  16. —Alfalfa 
Mill  Co.  plant.  Loss  covered  by  in- 
surance. 

The  London  &  Lancashire  is  now 
writing  hail  business  in  the  North- 
west from  Minneapolis. 

The  president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Fire  makes  a  fine  half-tone  portrait. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President 


W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  IManager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (Incorporated  i85i) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States j  524  276  00 

Surplus $1,053,889.00 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

3  40    CALIFORNIA  STREET        -        -        .         SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  SCOTT  &  HENLEY,  Managers. 


TOTAL  ASSETS  REPRESENTED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co. 

of  Watertown,  N,  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  III. 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


22,000     EDITION 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 
202  -  204  Sansome  St..  SAN  FRANCISCO 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
12th   EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey   Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.50 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


THE   POWER  THAT'S  MORE  THAN  ME 
By  Hon.  Joel  Moody 
Sometime,  1  think  I  know  the  right, 

But  when  I  act  I  do  the  wrong; 
I  feel  my  way  as  in  the  night. 

1  grope  and  know  I  am  not  strong; 
But  sometimes  this  I  feel-a-Hght 

Doth  shine  for  me  I  cannot  see; 
And  in  my  thoughts  and  in  my  song, 

There  is  a  power  that's  more  than  me. 

It  seems  to  me  this  mortal  life 

Is  but  the  journey  of  a  day. 
And  as  I  go  I  meet  with  strife, 

And  I  step  in  pitfalls  on  the  way. 
I  find  a  world  with  sorrow  rife. 

But  still  from  these  1  cannot  flee; 
And  in  my  weakness  trust  and  pray 

To  that  high  power  that's  more  than  me. 

Why  do  I  strive  to  place  my  feet 

On  nobler  heights  of  vantage  ground  ? 
Why  do  I  spurn  a  humbler  seat 

For  one  more  lofty  to  be  found  ? 
Yet  strive  and  sink  amid  defeat; 

But  what  if  I  should  cease  to  be  ? 
Some  other  harp  the  notes  would  sound 

By  that  sweet  power  that's  more  than  me. 

For  those  I  love  why  do  I  yearn  ? 

Why  weep  for  those  dear  ones  I've  lost  ? 
Does  wisdom's  candle  cease  to  bujn 

When  my  sad  soul  is  tempest  tost  ? 
There  is  a  truth  that  1  must  learn 

If  I  would  from  my  sorrows  flee — 
It  is  to  trust  at  any  cost 

To  that  kind  power  that's  more  than  me. 

I  ride  the  crest  of  yonder  sea — 

1  sail  beyond  the  bounds  of  time, 
I  hope  that  outward  toward  the  lea 

I'll  reach  some  other  better  clime 
Within  the  vast  eternity; 

But  there  I  yet  myself  must  be. 
Imbued  with  tho'ts  and  song  sublime 

By  that  high  power  that's  more  than  me. 


DEATH 

It  is  as  natural  to  die  as  to  be  born.  —  Lord 
Bacon. 

It  is  as  natural  to  die  as  to  go  to  sleep.  There- 
fore insure  against  earning-loss. 


ASTRONOMY 
Was  I  wrong  in  saying  that  it  is  astronomy  which 
has  made  us  a  soul  capable  of  comprehending  nature; 
that  under  heavens  always  overcast  and  starless,  the 
earth  itself  would  have  been  for  us  eternally  unintel- 
ligible; that  we  should  there  have  seen  only  caprice 
and  disorder;  and  that,  not  knowing  the  world,  we 
should  never  have  been  able  to  subdue  it  ?  What 
science  could  have  been  more  useful  ?  —  Henry 
Poincare. 

I  have  set  my  heart  on  nothing,  you  see 
And  so  the  world  goes  well  with  me. 

— William  Winter. 


FROM  SURETYSHIP,  BLESS  THYSELF 
"If  any  desire  thee  to  be  his  surety,  give  him  a 
part  of  what  thou  hast  to  spare;  if  he  press  thee 
further  he  is  not  thy  friend  at  all,  for  friendship 
rather  chooscth  harm  to  itself  than  offereth  it.  If 
thou  be  bound  for  a  stranger,  thou  art  a  fool;  if  for 
a  merchant,  thou  puttest  thy  estate  to  learn  to  swim; 
if  for  a  churchman,  he  hath  no  inheritance;  if  for  a 
lawyer,  he  will  find  an  evasion  by  syllable  or  word 
to  abuse  thee;  if  for  a  poor  man,  thou  must  pay  it 
thyself;  if  for  a  rich  man,  he  needs  not;  therefore, 
from  suretyship,  as  from  a  manslayer  or  enchanter, 
bless  thyself;  "for  the  best  profit  and  return  will  be 
that  thou  force  him  for  whom  thou  are  bound,  to  pay 
it  himself,  he  will  become  thy  enemy;  if  thou  use  to 
pay  it  thyself,  thou  wilt  become  a  beggar." — Sir 
Walter  Raleigh. 


"The  past  is  past,''  we  say,  and  it  is  not  true;  the 
past  is  always  present.  "We  have  to  bear  the 
burden  of  our  past,"  we  sigh;  and  it  is  not  true;  the 
past  bears  our  burdens. — Maeterlinck. 


TO  COAST  PRESS  You  are  at  liberty  to  use 
anything  in  these  pages  without  credit.  The 
editor  will  answer  any  questions  pertaining  to 
insurance  or  companies.  You  are  invited  to  become 
the  agent  of  the  Coast  Review  for  your  town 
When  you  print  fire,  accident  and  death  news 
give  particulars  of  insurance  and  mail  us  a  marked 
copy  of  your  paper.  Hand  this  copy  to  the  next 
brightest  insurance  agent  and  solicit  his  subscription. 
Collect  and  retain  your  commission. 
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Royal  ExcKahgc  Assurance 


OF     LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 
Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY,  United  States  Mgr. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING,   State  Agent 

For    Oregon,  Washington    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING.  SEATTLE 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED  1782 


AV.   IRVIIVG 

General   Agent    for   Pacific  Coast 

R,  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 


3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 


CANTON 


I 


nsurance 


Oiii 


ice 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)        -        -  $    250,000  00 

Cash  Assets  (Gold)       -       -        -  2,267,816  75 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,554,193  31 

Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -  225,000  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


PARROTT    &  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San    Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


The  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Head  Office  for  United  States: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates- 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liiability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        -        -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal    Insurance    Building 
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The  German  auxiliar}-  cruiser  Priiiz 
Eitel  Friedrich,  it  transpires,  sank 
five  ships  with  grain  cargoes  from 
Pacific  coast  ports.  The  Chareas, 
owned  by  a  British  corporation ;  French 
bark  Pierre  Loti ;  French  bark  Jacob- 
son;  British  ship  Invercoe;  American 
clipper  ship  William  P.  Frye.  Wheat 
and  barley  cargoes  valued  at  $500,000, 
some  insurance  placed  in  San  Fran- 
cisco; Frye  insured  by  government 
fund. 

Lumber  Steamer  Swept  by    Flames 

Eureka,  Cal.,  March  10. — Steamer 
Washington  caught  fire  while  lying 
along  side  the  Little  River  Redwood 
Company's  wharf  today.  The  ship 
was  half  loaded  with  lumber.  The 
fire  started  in  the  engine  room  from 
unknown  cause.  Tug  Relief,  bay 
steamer  Antelope  and  steamer  Bonita 
poured  water  into  the  vessel  for  several 
hours.  Damage  will  be  considerable, 
although  the  Washington  is  not  a  total 
loss. 

GENERAL 

Oklahoma  is  to  have  a  graduated 
income  tax,  based  on  profits.  If  the 
profit  is  12  percent  the  state  will  take 
half.  Combustible  property  owners 
will  therefore  pay  double  taxes. 

Horse  Heaven  in  Good  Shape 
North  Yakima,  Wash.  Mar.  7.— E. 
D.  Fear  of  this  city,  who  has  400  acres 
af  winter  wheat  in  the  Galde  district, 
Horse  Heaven,  on  his  return  from  a 
visit  there,  says  he  never  saw  the 
country  looking  better  or  the  pros- 
pects brighter  for  a  crop. 

"I  saw  thousands  of  acres  of  winter 
wheat  and  other  grains  and  you  never 


saw  anything  prettier  for  this  time  of 
year,"  he  said.  "The  soil  is  full  of 
moisture  and  the  grain  in  fine  condi- 
tion. It  all  looks  mighty  fine  to  me 
just  now  and  the  wheat  and  other 
grain  that  will  roll  out  of  there  this 
fall  will  bring  prosperity  to  the  ranch- 
ers of  the  dry-farming  country." 

Two  Moscow  Garages  to  Be    Made 
Larger 

Moscow,  Idaho,  March  7. — One  of 
the  oldest  frame  buildings  in  town 
was  razed  yesterday  on  Main  street 
preparatory  to  the  construction  of  a 
large  addition  to  the  garage  of  the 
Moscow  Auto  company.  The  property 
is  that  of  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Moore,  a  pio- 
neer resident  here,  now  a  resident  of 
Walla  Walla. 

Boy     Burham     B.    Coe,     17,     Confesses 
Starting   Fire  in  Weed  Timber  Plant 

Weed,  Cal.,  March  17. — Before  being 
taken  to  San  Francisco  to  face  a  charge 
of  sending  a  threatening  letter  to  C. 
E.  Evans,  superintendent  of  the  Weed 
Lumber  Companj',  Burnham  B.  Coe, 
seventeen  year-old  son  of  a  prominent 
Weed  family,  confessed  to  starting  the 
fire  that  destroj^ed  several  million  feet 
of  lumber  in  the  Weed  Lumber  Com- 
pany's yards,  on  March  4th.  The  con- 
fession was  made  to  Postoffice  Inspector 
Fahey. 

Coe's  letter  to  Evans  threatened 
more  fires  if  81,000  were  not  left  for 
him  on  the  counter  of  E.  B.  Cava- 
imugh's  store  at  Edge  wood.  On  re- 
ceiving the  letter,  Evans  notified  the 
authorities  and  a  bag  of  washers  was 
left  at  the  place  named.  During  the 
day  Coe  came  into  the  store,  took  the 
bag  and  was  leaving  the  building  when 
arrested. 
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ESTABLISHED     1873 

Office   of   Ecl^\^arcl   E.    Potter 

General    Agent 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,   without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL   AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE   ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble   of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.   E.  POTTER    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the  Best   Insurance   While   You  Are  About  It 
It   Costs    No    More 


OLD   AND 
TRIED 


GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .  $3,889,296  00        UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .    $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profiu    ...  $  432,560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSIRANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  INDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    .    .    $3,053,576  00         Undivided  Profits    .    .    .    $811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSIRANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .$1,080,978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits   .    .    .    $173,718  00 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.   W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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FIRE 

Watchful   Foresters 

The  protective  organizations  of  the 
national  forest  sj'stem  handled  6,112 
forest  fires  in  1914,  or  about  1,000 
more  than  occurred  in  1910.  The 
loss  of  merchantable  timber  was  about 
$400,000,  as  compared  with  815,000,- 
000  in  1910. 

Mysterious   Blaze 

Oakland,  March  5. — The  police  are 
todaj'  investigating  the  mysterious  fire 
last  night  in  the  home  of  R.  Fars, 
9104  D  street.  The  flames  started 
from  a  lighted  street  lantern  which 
had  been  left  with  the  globe  off  in  one 
of  the  rooms.  According  to  Fars,  he 
left  home  yesterday  morning  in  com- 
pany with  J.  C.  Joseph  of  5717  Orion 
street  to  seek  a  home  for  his  four 
children,  declaring  that  his  wife  had 
deserted  him.  Fars  carried  SI, 000 
insurance  on  the  place,  which  was  not 
yet  completed. 

Canadian   Mutual   Auto   Rates 

Toronto,  Ont.,  Thursday.— The  in- 
creasing number  of  autos  in  the  prov- 
ince led  the  Mutual  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association  of  Ontario  to  discuss  the 
insurance  of  them  at  the  thirty-third 
annual  convention.  It  was  decided 
that  autos  should  not  be  insured  for 
more  than  one  year  at  two-thirds  of 
actual  value,  and  the  premium  should 
not  be  less  than  SI  per  $100  per 
annum.  The  association  requested 
that  the  act  be  changed  so  that  losses 
caused  by  smoking  by  the  assured  or 
by  any  other  person  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  assured  need  not  be   paid. 

The  cotton  loss  salvage  at  Galveston 
was  only  l}i  percent. 


Weed,  Cal.,  March  4.  —  Fire  de- 
stroyed about  15  million  feet  of  lumber 
in  3'ard  3  of  Weed  Lumber  Co.  Loss 
S300,000  or  more.  Fire  of  incendiary 
origin.  Holes  drilled  in  fire  buckets 
and  hose  cut. 

Pendleton,  Ore.,  Mar.  7. — Fire  of 
unknown  origin  partially  destroyed  the 
First  Presbj'terian  church  at  4  p.  m. 
today.     The  building  is  fully  insured. 

Spokane,  March  7. — Fire  destroyed 
the  dwelling  of  Richard  Thornburg,  a 
one-storj"  frame,  at  N4014  Madison 
street  in  his  absence  at  10:58  Satur- 
day night.  No  cause  for  the  fire  was 
found. 

Redwood  City,  Cal.,  March  11. — 
Whitney  (E.  M.  C.)  820,000  home 
destroyed. 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  March  11. — A  fire 
believed  to  be  incendiary  at  Wilkeson, 
thirty  miles  from  Tacoma,  early  this 
morning  destroj-ed  a  store,  Union  Hall, 
the  postoffice  and  two  residences.  The 
loss  is  estimated  at  815,000. 

Portland,  Or,  March  11. — Five  fire- 
men were  injured  in  a  fire  here  today 
which  gutted  the  Mount  Tabor  school 
building,  which  is  occupied  by  the 
commercial  department  of  the  Frank- 
lin high  school.  The  police  believe 
the  fire  was  of  incendiary  origin.  The 
flames  were  discovered  before  the 
pupils  had  gathered  for  the  morning 
session . 

The  Hartford  leads  with  81,122,820 
in  Illinois. 

The  Wisconsin  ins.  commissioner 
urges  the  compulsory  installation  of 
sprinklers  in  all  congested  districts. 

New  Mexico  buried  the  valued  policy 
law. 


STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER    $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 


OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE   UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACIPIC    DEPARTMENT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Francisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices  :    L  os  Angeles,  Cal.,  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  IN    EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


1863 


PIRE 


52nd  YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized   in  1863 


1915 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under  the   Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 


J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 


LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE   SECRETARY 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  HI. 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON,  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building  Boston,  Mass. 


Soutfieastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ   HERRMANN.  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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INSURANCE 


PROTECTION 


RcVieW 


An    Insurance    Journal     and     Directory 

IN    ITS    FORTY. FOURTH     YEAR 

San   Francitco:     Merchanta   Exchange  Building 


The  Onla  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West 


INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Publiihm 


California  Life  Business  Last  Year 

Miscellaneous  Business  in  California  Last  Year 

California  Marine  Business  in  1914 

Fire  Mutual  Policyholders  Are  Assessable 

Insurance  Federation  in  California  Is  Urged 

Life,  Liability,  Accident  and  Fire  Decisions 

Nine  Years  After  Events 

Pacific  Coast  Securities  Co. 

Kehoe  State  Rating  Bill  Fails  in  California 

Coast  Fire  Business  by  Agencies 

Death  of  D.  A.  Spencer 

Coast  Fire  Business  Tables 

That  Queer  International  Life 

Two  French  Fire  Companies  Here 

Baltimore  Company  Sued  by  Widow 

F.  U.  A.  P.  Annual  Meeting 

Washington  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Idaho  Fire  Business  in  1914 


Circulating  Extensively   in   all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 

West 


^. 


Price  25  Cents 
$3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan,  China   and 

Australasia 


TKe    Great    Fire    Insurance    Company    of    tKe    W^orld 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,783,618.69 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the   1st  of  January.  1915.  m  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

Assets  $14,783,618.69 

Liabilities  ■.  ■.  ■ 9.961.463.20 

surplus $4,822,155.49 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  a  year  of 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  Policyholders: 

Year  Assets  at  .Tanuary  1.  Income.  Expenditure. 

l906"(San  Francisco  Fire )...   $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12.335.961  

Thus  showing  Excess  OF  Expenditure  of $1,744,116 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 101.013 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH:    Net  premiums:     1848.  $4,519;  1858.  $471,988: 
1868.  $1,739,620;  1878.  $2.422, 1 26    1888. $3,928,010:  1898,  $4,979,422;  1908.  $7,427,618;  1914.  $8,667,549. 
LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  sati.'jfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year  exceeds  $142,000,000.    This  Usbio  sum.  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company  s  business  .evin- 
ces the  confidence  of  the  public  and  i!io  faithfulness  with  which  the  Company  s  los.-.'s  are  adjusted  and  settled. 


Pacific  Department  Establishev)  1852 
In  Company's  New  Biiihihiff 
444  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

Special    Agents: 

R    G    BRUSH  R.  H.  ROUNTKl.K  HARRISON  HOUSEWORTH 

( ib  EO  RGE  F .  G  UE  R  RAZ  CU  ESTER  S.  MYRICK 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Managei 

THOS.  H.  ANDERSON,  Asst   Manaj 


F.  E.  ATKINS 


LOGAN  B.  CHANDLER 
GEO   J.  JA. 
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Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets  Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  'Wanted  in  ever^  City,  town  or  Village 
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Representing 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  Ne-w  YorK 
You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  **oldest  company  in  America**  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  to  Producing  Agents,  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice-president 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


LIFE 

The  Providers  Life  Assurance  has 
been  organized  in  Chicago.  Max 
Spiegel  is  at  the  helm. 

The  new  business  of  the  Western 
States  Life  is  falling  off. 


The   California   State  will 
into  the  Oklahoma  den. 


venture 


"I  don't  look  like  a  man  who  would 
die  very  quickly,  do  I?  But  I  may  die, 
and  on  that  possibility  I  carry  thous- 
ands and  thousands  of  dollars  of  life 
insurance.  I  don't  believe  that  any 
man  does  right  to  himself,  his  wife  or 
his  children  if  he  doesn't  provide  for 
them  with  life  insurance,  so  when  he 
is  gone  they  will  not  be  thrown  on  the 
charity  of  the  world." — Rev.  William 
A.  Sunday. 


In  the  period  between  1880  and  1905, 
the  period  which  I  have  sometimes 
referred  to  as  the  years  of  expansion, 
as  I  have  the  period  preceding  that  to 
the  years  of  development.  In  that 
short  span  of  25  years,  our  business 
was  multiplied  seven  times,  increasing 
from  a  billion  and  a  half  to  ten  and  a 
half  billions,  and  the  assets  from  $420,- 
000,000  to  nearly  $2,700,000,000.— 
Lunger, 

The  New  England  Mutual  was  80 
years  old  last  week.  It  is  a  very  good 
company. 

CASUALTY 

Crawfordsville,  Ind. — The  Ben  Hur, 
operated  by  the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur, 
finding  business  not  paying,  has  re- 
insured. 
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INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Company 

Cash  Capital,     ....     $400,000  00 


Net  Surplus, 
Total  Assets, 


191,636  OO 
1,141,200  OO 


E.  T.  NIBBLING.  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

J.  W.  WARNER,  Assistant  Secretary 


HOME  OFFICE  :     Company's  Building,  550-558  Sacramento   St. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  Seattle     LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles     B.  A.  SIFFORD,  Portland 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  the  rate  of  "  Dollar  for  Dollar." 

Eastern  Department,  Philadelphia,  FRANK  C.  STURTEVANT,  Manager. 

Middle  East  Department,  Pittsburg,  LOGUE  BROS.  &  CO.,  Gen'l  Agts. 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 

OF  LIVERPOOL,  ENG. 


New  York  Department 

57   and   59    William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


LONDON & 
I  LANCASHIRE  f 

FIRE 

.INSURANCE  COMPANY, 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 

Geo.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt.     San  Francisco     W.  B.  Hopkins,  local  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt..     Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
SPECIAL  AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond San  Francisco  David  H.  Parry Seattle 

W.  W.  Gilmore Sacramento  N.  Gardner Denver 

J.  P.  Hague     Los  Angeles  N.  W.  Clayton.  Jr Salt  Lake  City 

G.  L.  Goodell Portland 
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pacific  Coast 
(^asualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR—AUTOMOBILE—PERSONAL AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 
SAN    FRANCISCO 


Hospital    Heroine 

A  verdict  of  "accidental  death"  was 
returned  at  an  inquest  at  Southend 
yesterday  on  Nurse  Daly.  She  came 
from  Grimsby,  and  had  been  a  pro- 
bationer nurse  at  Southend  Sanator- 
ium for  the  past  three  years.  She  had 
been  on  night  duty  on  the  18th,  and 
was  preparing  scrambled  eggs  for  her 
breakfast  when  her  apron  caught  fire. 
She  went  from  the  ward,  with  her 
dress  in  flames,  to  the  bathroom, 
where  she  jumped  into  the  bath,  turn- 
ing round  beneath  the  taps  till  the  fire 
was  out.  Then  she  continued  duty 
until  relieved  by  another  nurse,  al- 
though her  legs  and  body  were  badly 
burned.  —  London  Daily  News  & 
Leader. 

Salt  Lake  has  a  new  12-story  hotel 
with  400  rooms. 


1:3==  Special  Rates  per 


50  COPIES 

100  COPIES 

500  COPIES 

1000  COPIES 


The  Coast  Review^ s 
Pacific  Fire  Chart 

19  15 

FIVE    YEARS'    COMPARATIVE    FIGURES    OF    GENERAL    and  COAST 
BUSINESS  -   PRESENT  CAPITAL  and   NET  SURPLUS 

Five  Years'  Assets  -  Unearned  Premiums  -  Liabilities  -  Surplus  to  Policy- 
holders     Five    Years'    Premiums  -  Losses    -    Expenses   and   Ratios 

Five  Years'  Pacific  We^  Premiums  -  Losses  and  Ratios 

OF  ALL    COMPANIES   IN  THIS   FIELD 
Company  Business    by  Coast  States,  and  San  Francisco  Agency  Business — 
San  Francisco  and  Coast. 

SINGLE    COPIES    25  cts. 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  7,   1915,   $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 

2  01    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,   Manager 

S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 

F.  J.  AGNEW,  " 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell    C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A.  Lathrop 


TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Wrile  to  the  Coast  Review   for   Special  Offer  to 
new  subscribers. 

FIRE 

Lightning   in  Oregon 

Portland,  March  28.  —  Lightning 
late  today  struck  and  partially  wrecked 
the  home  of  D.  E.  Palmer  in  the 
Laurelhurst  district  of  Portland.  The 
chimney  on  the  house  was  badly 
shattered,  and  the  roof  splintered,  but 
not  fired.  The  Palmer  family  was  at 
home,  but  none  was  hurt.  Few  cases 
are  on  record  in  Oregon  of  damage  by 
lightning. 

The  notorious  Frank  W.  Anthony 
of  New  York,  organizer  of  fraudulent 
mutuals,  etc.,  and  awaiting  sentence 
for  fraudulent  use  of  the  mails,  died 
in  the  Wilmington,  Del.,  work  house. 


TH< 


Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
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These  American  Companies  are  ** Home  Industries.** 
They  deserve  your  support. 


Continental  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY  EVANS,   President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  332  South  LaSalle    Street,  Chicago 


Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY   EVANS,  President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  137  South   LaSalle  Street.  Chicago 


Fidelity  [  Fire  ]  Underwriters  of  New  York 

Combined  Assets,  $43,000,032*  Policyholders'  Surplus.  $23,087,709 

♦Includes  excess  deposit  of  $132,846  in  Canada  and  New  Mexico 

Home  Office :    80  Maiden   Lane,  New  York 


Qylnlcn  ^MtiKance  cfoclety 

Limited 

OF    LONDON 

Institutsd  during  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  A.  D.  1714 


'^aw  2/mcn  ^  Mock 

Insurance  Company 


Limited 
OF  LONDON 


PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT 
Insurance  Exchange,  -  -  -  San  Francisco 

HARRY   H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW.  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:      F.  A.   STAHL,  San   Francisco;  F.   F.   RICHARDS,    Los  Angeles: 

W.  J.  KULP,  Denver.  Colo.:       M.  B.  BOOTHBY.  Portland.  Ore. 
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FIRE 
Not  Commerce 

David  Rumsey  has  written  to  Presi- 
dent Evans  of  the  Continental : 

"I  confirm  your  opinion  that  fire 
insurance  is  not  commerce  and,  there- 
fore, fire  insurance  companies  are  left 
free  from  restraint  under  the  powers 
given  to  the  Federal  Trade  Commis- 
sion. The  Federal  Trade  Commission 
act  (in  effect  September  26,  1914)  ap- 
plies in  terms  only  to  'commerce.' 
By  definition  of  the  act  itself  the  word 
'commerce'  as  used  therein  means 
interstate  and  foreign  commerce  to- 
gether with  commerce  in  a  territorj^  of 
the  United  States  or  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  (section  4).  In  fact,  aside 
from  the  definition  contained  in  the 
act,  the  statute  could  not  apply  to 
interstate  commerce  because  the  consti- 


tutional limitations  upon  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Congress  would  not  permit." 

Seattle  Clean-Up  Day 

Firemen  and  policemen  got  busy 
yesterday  and  made  a  record  for  them" 
selves.  The  firemen  cleaned  up  the 
vacant  lots  adjoining  their  stations  and 
devoted  plenty  of  care  to  the  stations 
also.  Policemen  all  over  the  city  ad- 
vertised the  clean-up  campaign  and 
instructed  the  residents  as  to  what  is 
expected  of  them,  meanwhile  finding 
the  time  to  clean  up  parking  strips 
along  their  beats  and  making  notes  of 
vacant  lots  that  needed  attention. 

Wisconsin's  governor  urges  the  legis- 
lature to  repeal  the  law  creating  a  state 
fund  for  insurance  of  state  and  county 
buildings. 


FIRE  INSURANCE 


BY 


WILLIAM    SEXTON 


A  BOOK  FOR  BRIGHT  MEN  EMPLOYED  IN  FIRE 
UNDERWRITING.  -  ADJUSTMENTS.  -  PROBLEMS. 
PRINCIPLES. 


Flexible  Morocco  Binding 
Price  $2.00 


This  is  an  original  work  of  permanent  value.  It  presents  briefly  a  summary 
of  some  of  the  things  which  this  veteran  knows  of  Underwriting  and  Adjust- 
ing. 

ORDER   NOW.       Address  the  COAST  REVIEW,       San  Francisco 
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"THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY   OF  AMERICA." 


ncorporated    1819 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 


Cash  Assets  Now   V 

$23,400,526.99  A 


Losses  Paid 
in 

96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 


Net  Surplus 
$6,668,448.39 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 

All  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  M.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON.  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents 

Main  Office,    301    California  Street 

SAN    FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS 

J.  A.  MURPHV.  General  Adjuster 
H.F.MILLS.  JOHN"   P.   BREEDEN.  GEO.  F.  ROBERTS.  FRED  H.  RAOADS.  H.  E.  O'BRIE.N  . 

J.   A.  GALLAGHER,  G.  S.   MARINER.  E.   V.   CULVER. 

This  Company  has  absolutely  no  connection  with  any  other  corporation 
bearing:  the  name  of  .Etxa. 


(><I3>«0«CZ>00«CZ>00<=>0(><I=>0= 
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HARTrORD  riRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,    MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 


$26  954.099  46 
9.543.103  12 


Assets.  January  1.1915 
Surplus  to  Policyholders. 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND.  Assistant  General  Agent 

43 Q  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 
441  CALIFORNIA  8T. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E.  DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 
J.  J.  DENNIS,  Portland,  Ore. 
MILTON  E.  SPAULDING,  San  Francisco.  Col 
ROBERT  E.  DOLLARD,  San  Francisco,  Cal 
W.  S.  DENNIS.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
L.  H.  EARLE.  San  Francisco.   Cal. 


C.  E.  MILLER,  Salt  Lake  City.   Utah 
NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane.  Wash. 
P.  H.  GRIFFITH.  Los  Angeles.   Cal. 
ERNEST  E.  PRICE,  Los  Angeles,  CaL 


Pacific  West  Insurance  Review 


No.  626 


Establiahed  1871 
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INSURANCE 

Subscription,  $3  a  Year  In  the  44th  Year  Foreign,  $3.50 

Vohime  88  San  Francisco,    California,   U.  S.  A.  Xumber  Four 

Entered  at  San  Francisco  Postoffice  as  second-class  mail  matter 


New  fire  company  begins  business  on 
the  Golden  Coast. 

California  life  (ordinary  and  industrial) 
table  in  this  issue. 

California  marine  business  table  in  this 
issue. 

California  automobile  business  table  in 
this  issue. 

California  life  insurance  gained  last  year. 
Total  premiums  $2,000,000  more. 

D.  A.  Spencer,  an  old-time  fire  man,  died 
suddenly. 

There  are  707,521  lite  policyholders  in 
California. 

California  team  and  vehicle  business 
table  in  this  issue. 

California  burglary  and  theft  figures  in 
this  issue. 

There  are  fewer  insurance  cases  in  court 
lately — or  the  judges  are  holding  'em 
back  to  bunch  'em. 

Hawaii  is  threatened  with  a  territorial 
rating  bureau  law,  which  might 
cause  the  insurers  to  withdraw  from 
the  islands. 


Pendergrast  may  be  rewarded  with  a  job 
in  a  state  office. 

A  life  company   contemplates    reducing 
its  mutual  policy  premium  rates. 

A  total  abstainers'  accident  policy  is  the 
latest. 

Two  French  companies  begin  direct 
business    in   California. 

Denver  has  a  substitution  story. 

Fire  underwriters  have  a  distinct  day 
and  event  Insurance  Week. 

Fire  mutuals  cannot  issue  unassessable 
policies  in  California. 

10,000  California  agents  are  opposed  to 
the  insurance  bills  at  Sacramento. 
Only  80  favor  them. 

The  non-board  companies  oppose  the 
state-rating  bill  at  Sacramento.  It 
will  lessen  their  business. 

A  California  State  Insurance  Federation 
will  insure  safe  sane  insurance  legis- 
lation. 

If  you  bind  the  Coast  Review  preserve 
this  folder. 
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Insurance  in  State  and    Federal  Courts 

OUR    BEST    DIGEST    OF    RECENT    DECISIONS 


LIFE   Insurance  in   Court 

A  policy  reinstated  after  lapse,  upon  the 
false  statement  of  the  insured,  that  he  was 
suffering  from  no  disease  and  had  consulted 
no  physician  for  a  year  previous,  held  unen- 
forceable.— Thorner  v.  John  Hancock  Mut. 
Life  Ins.  Co.,  149  N.  Y.  S.  345. 

The  delivery  of  a  life  policy  by  the  in- 
surer to  the  agent,  who  wrote  the  policy 
and  who  was  to  deliver  it  to  the  insured, 
collecting  the  premiums,  is  not  a  delivery  to 
the  insured.  —  Snedeker  v.  Metropolitan 
Life  Ins.  Co.,  169  S.  W.  570. 

Delivery  to  Insured 

Where  the  agents  of  insurer  retained  the 
policy  for  a  week  after  receipt  from  the 
home  office,  their  retention  did  not  render 
it  effective,  though  the  insured  had  paid  a 
small  part  of  the  premium,  the  policy  de- 
claring that  it  should  not  be  effective  until 
delivered  and  premium  paid  — Id. 


HEALTH   Insurance  in  Court 

A  clause  in  a  health  policy  limiting  the 
company's  liability  in  the  event  of  disability 
or  illness  resulting  wholly  or  in  part  from 
clironic  diseases  referred  to  chronic  diseases 
arising  after  the  application  was  made. 

In  an  action  upon  a  policy,  defended  on 
the  ground  that  the  insured  made  false 
statements  in  his  application  as  to  Udt 
having  received  medical  treatment  within 
five  years,  evidence  held  to  warrant  a  find- 
ing that  the  agent  had  full  knowledge  of 
prior  sickness  of  the  insured. — Strickland  v. 
Peerless  Casualty  Co.,  90  A.  974. 


LIABILITY  Insurance  in  Court 

That  an  indemnity  insurance  company  re- 
fused to  agree  to  a  settlement  whicli  insured 
could  have  procured,  and  a  judgment  for  a 
greater  amount  was  obtained  against  in- 
sured, held  not  to  render  the  insurer  liable 
for  that  part  of  such  judgment  above  the 
amount  of  the  insurer's  liability  as  fixed  by 


the  policy  and  in  excess  of  the  settlement 
which  it  refused  to  accept. — C.  Schmidt  & 
Sons  Brewing  Co.  v.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co., 
90  A.  653. 


AUTOMOBILE   Insurance  in  Court 
Running  Off  Bank 

Insurer  of  an  automobile  against  damage 
by  collision  with  any  other  automobile, 
vehicle,  or  object,  excluding  damage  caused 
by  striking  any  portion  of  the  roadbed,  is 
not  liable  for  damage  to  the  automobile 
running  off  the  main  road  and  down  a  bank 
into  a  river. — Wettengel  v.  United  States 
Lloyds,  147  N.  W.  360. 

Judgment  Against  Stockholder 

An  insurer  iield  not  liable  on  a  policy 
insuring  a  corporation  against  injuries 
caused  by  its  automobile,  for  injuries  cau.^ed 
by  the  automobile  while  conveying  a  stock- 
holder to  his  home,  where  t!ie  person 
injured  recovered  judgment  against  the 
stockholder,  and  not  against  the  corpora- 
tion, although  the  corporation  voluntarily 
defended  the  action  and  paid  the  judg- 
ment. —  Rock  Springs  Distilling  Co.  v. 
Employers'  Indemnity  Co.,  169  S.  W.  730. 


FIRE    Insurance  in   Court 

Vacancy 

That  insurance  company  allowed  insured 
to  move  his  Imilding  held  not  to  estop  it 
from  relying  upon  the  breach  of  a  condition 
declaring  that  the  policy  should  be  void  if 
the  premises  were  unoccupied  for  over  10 
days.  —  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.  v.  Lyon, 
171  S.  W.  801. 

Broker's  Liability 

Where  broker  undertook  to  keep  propcn-- 
ties  insured  and  after  expiration  of  the 
policies  neglected  to  secure  new  policies  for 
a  period  during  which  the  property  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  he  was  liable  for  the  loss. 
Diamond  v.  Duncan,  172  S.  W.  1100. 
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INSURANCE     OF    ALL    KINDS 


Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

111  the  Pacific  West  this  great  EngHsh 
office  wrote  $1,10-4,424  premiums  in  1914, 
with  $468,906  (42.6  percent)  losses  paid  and 
1513,106  (46.6  percent)  losses  incurred. 


Fidelity    &    Deposit    Company 
Widowed  Mother 


Sued   by 


Insured  Bank-Teller   Son  Was  Killed  Seven   Months 
Agro  in  Automobile  Accident 

Destitute  and  dependent  upon  her  friends 
for  assistance,  Mrs.  Florence  G.  White,  an 
aged  widow  and  mother  of  the  late  Edwin 
G.  White,  the  young  Oakland  bank  teller, 
who  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident 
last  September,  has  been  forced  into  court 
in  an  effort  to  collect  an  accident  policy 
which  was  the  total  of  her  son's  estate. 

Through  xlttorney  Elliott  Johnson,  Mrs. 
White  has  begun  suit  against  the  Fidelity 
&  Deposit  Company  of  Maryland.  In  the 
meantime  she  is  being  cared  for  by  friends. 

White  met  his  death  at  College  and 
Shatter  avenues  on  September  23  last,  while 
he  and  two  companions  were  returning  to 
Oakland  from  Berkeley,  the  prohibition 
college  town,  where  they  had  been  visiting 
a  friend. 

Warren  Griffiths,  manager  of  the  insur- 
ance company,  has  repudiated  the  claim  of 
Mrs.  AVhite,  alleging  that  her  son  at  the 
time  he  was  killed  was  under  the  influence 
of  liquor. 

"This  contention  is  absurd,"  said  Attor- 
ney Johnson  in  filing  the  action.  "I  have 
affidavits  from  a  dozen  persons  who  saw 
White  and  his  friends  that  night  at  different 
places  and  all  are  to  the  effect  tliat  AVhite 
was  perfectly  sober.  He  had  the  highest 
reputation  among  his  friends  and  employers. 
Several  persons  have  come  forward  with 
ofifers  of  testimony  as  to  his  character  and 
as  to  his  condition  on  the  night  he  was 
killed. 

"The  insurance  company  officials  have 
quibbled  over  the  payment  of  the  policy. 
They  cannot  possibly  substantiate  their 
allegations.     The  only  result  of  their  refusal 


is  to  delay  the  payment  and  cause  the  aged 
mother  of  the  insured  man  inconvenience 
and  suffering." 


California   Burglary  and  Theft  Insurance 
In  1914 

Company  Prems.  Losses 

iEtna  A.  <&  L $  10.360  $  3,431 

Casualty  Co.  of  A 990  430 

Commonwealth  B 114 

Employers  Liability 6,841  2.578 

Fidelity  &  Casualty          .          .  19,195  6,218 

Fidelity  &D 19,603  4,765 

Frankfort  G 974  374 

General  A.,  F.  &  L *— 1,202  790 

General  1 392 

Globe  Ind 8,237  1,113 

Great  Eastern  C 1,042  413 

Guardian  C.  &  G 548 

Hartford  Acci.  &  Ind 1,293  12 

International    .......  31 

London  G 5.133  2.071 

Maryland 14,177  5,393 

Massachusetts  Bonding  .   .   .  2,738  2,479 

Midland ....  60 

National  S 10.823  2,592 

New  Amsterdam  C 713  513 

New  England 291  1,334 

New  Jersey 2,706  47 

Ocean  Acci.  &  Guar 2,878  1,204 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty 59  171 

Pacific  Surety 34 

Preferred  A.  .   .    : 792  874 

Prudential 59  201 

Royal  Indemnity 13,194  4,117 

Southwestern  S 2.392  11 

United  States 1,570  480 

United  States  F.  &  G 17,043  8,614 

Western  Ind 1,570  430 

Totals $  144,650  $  51,154 

*  Excess  of  reinsurance  and  return  premiums. 


The    Manhattan  Life    agency  meeting  in 
San  Francisco  on  April  26. 


Idaho.  —  The    workmen's    compensation 
bill  was  vetoed. 


The  Metropolitan  Life's  staff  savings  fund 
now  has  $2,617,495  invested,  again  of  over 
$400,000  in  the  year. 


In  Arizona  resident  agents   are   now   re- 
quired. 


134 


The  Coast  Review  of  San  Francisco 


California  Automobile  Business    in   1914 

Including  Auto  Property  Damage 

Net  Prems.  Net  Losses 

Received  Paid 

^tna f  18.856  $  4.358 

^tna(Fire) 45.106  24.709 

American  Auto 32.797  21.960 

Alliance  Assur 690  ... 

Alliance  Insur 1.697  91 

American 5,688  1.149 

Automobile 312  6 

Boston 17.624  7.695 

Casualty  Co *  1.246  *  330 

Columbia 9"6  1.273 

Commonwealth *  11.583  *  1.145 

Commercial  Union  Assur. .  20,220  11.089 

Continental 18.587  5.052 

Emyloyers  Liability  ....  *  8,926  *  2.398 

Federal 19,380  8,778 

Fidelity  and  Casualty    .   .  27,160  10,058 

Fidelity  &D 45,110  4,068 

Fidelity-Phenix 18.687  5,052 

Fireman's  Fund 248,478  76,331 

Frankfort  General    ....  4.165  488 

General  Accident 4,175  4,029 

Globe  Indem *  7,846  *  2,612 

Guardian  C.  &  G 3.156  1,741 

Home  of  New  York  ....  30,242  14,497 

Hartford  Acci.  &  Indem.  .  869  ... 

Hartford  Fire 20.112  3,955 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  12,547  4,305 

Ins.Co.  State  of  Penn.    .   .  14,395  11.438 

Liverpool  &  Lon.  &  Globe  17.363  6,977 

London  &  Lancashire    .   .  14,745  5,152 

London  G.  &  A 9,293  3,106 

Mannheim 3,612  739 

Marine 5,306  3,089 

Maryland  C 9.953  3.359 

Maryland  Motor 3,814  943 

Niagara  Fire 13,802  13,847 

New  Amsterdam          ...  *    943  *  370 

New  England  C 697  122 

Ocean  Acci.  &G 8,811  183 

Old  Colony 3,611  2,486 

Orient 3,884  1,110 

Pacific  Fire 250  428 

Pacific  Surety t— 507  1.707 

Palatini 13,153  6,057 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty    .   .  4,691  1,285 

Phoenix  Assur 56.709  19,285 

Phoenix  Insur 7,242  4,232 

Providence-Washington    .  8,462  4,450 

Prudential •  t— 85  1,294 

Preferred 296  ... 

Prussian  National    ....  308  159 

Queen 13,259  7,255 

Royal  Indemnity *  14,790  •  4,398 

Royal  Ins 54,642  20,009 

Sea 10,259  6,390 

Standard  Acci 8,056  1,206 

Southwestern 4,9r.S  i,%6 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 69,887  25,823 

Stuyvesant 302  857 

Subscribers  in  U.  S.Lloyds     11,66'J  3,112 


Union  Marine 11,149  3,888 

United  States  C *  1.472  »  202 

United  States  F.  &  G.  .    .   .       10,577  4.342 

Western  Indem ♦  93,345  •  18,446 

Totals $1,121,421  $405,870 

*  Includes  Team  and  Vehicle. 

t  Excess  of  reinsurance  and  return  premiums  over 

gross  premiums. 


California  Team  and  Vehicle  Business  in 
1914 

Prems.  Losses 

Rec'd  Paid 

*  Casualty  Co.,*  Commonwealth 
Bonding,  *  Employers'  Liab., 

*  Globe  Indemn.,   *  New  Am- 
sterdam C.     *  Pacific  Surety, 

*  Royal  Indemn.,       *  United 
States. 

Fidelity  &  Casualty $6,742  $2,187 

Fidelity  &  Deposit 9,309  803 

Frankfort  General 8.55  1.001 

Geneial  A..  F.  c<cL 148  21 

Hartford  Acci.  ct  Ind 147  ... 

London  G.  &  A 795  187 

London  &  Lancashire  Guar.   .    .  4,734  1,258 

Massachusetts  Bonding     ....  1,528  421 

Ocean  Acci.  it  Guar 478  .  .  . 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty 1,388  368 

Western  Indem 2,018  263 

Totals $28,137  $6,509 

*  Included  with  automobile. 


Fires 

Spokane,  ]\Iarch  29. — A  fire  early  today 
partially  destroyed  the  Mohawk  building,  in 
the  center  of  the  business  section  here,  and 
caused  a  loss  estimated  in  excess  of  §200,000. 
The  four  upper  floors  of  the  structure  were 
burned  out.  Three  women  sleeping  in  the 
building  were  rescued  by  firemen.  One 
woman  was  lowered  by  a  rope  to  a  lifenet. 


Vice  Pres.  Passmore  of  the  Penn  is  pass- 
ing time  pleasantly  in  California. 


It  Was  a  Bad  Alutual  Failure 

The  late  Horticultural  Fire  Relief,  now  in 
the  hands  of  a  receiver,  will  probably  not 
pay  fire  loss  claimants  as  much  as  10  cents 
on  the  dollar. 


To  fail  is  glorious  if  one  fails  nobly,  but 
to  fail  is  shameful  if  one  fails  through 
cowardice. — Letizia,  motlur  of  Napoleon. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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Black  Goose 

The  Sacramento  Union  says  in  headline: 
"Johnson  Lays  Down." 

Thank  Goodness 

The  Utah  legislature  has  adjourned. 

The  Nevada  legislature  has  adjourned. 

The   jitney  buses  in   San   Francisco   are 
not  increasing. 
Capt.  Donnell  in  Town 

One  of  the  first  and  most  efficient  men 
identified  with  Coast  compacts  and  with 
the  old  Pacific  Insurance  Union  was  Capt. 
S.  M.  Donnell.  For  a  long  time  he  was  at 
Salt  Lake  City.  He  has  come  to  San  Fran- 
cisco from  his  country  home  and  is  at  925 
Grove  street,  where  he  will  be  glad  to  meet 
any  of  his  old  friends. 
Items 

In  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1914, 
265  railway  passengers  were  killed  and 
15,121  were  injured.  In  train  accidents 
the  killed  were  only  85. 

The  Prudential  of  England  has  paid  over 
$800,000  war  claims. 

Water  Sage,  Western  manager  for  the 
German  American,  is  visiting  San  Francisco. 

Washington.  —  S.  B.  45  amending  the 
general  law  relating  to  warranties  in  fire 
policies  was  passed  by  both  houses  and 
signed  by  the  governor.  The  amended  law 
makes  warranties  binding,  as  requested  by 
the  companies. 

Price,  Utah.  —  This  town  has  sold  its 
$10,000  waterworks  bonds  recently  voted. 

British  Columbia. — A.  W.  Rose,  secretary 
of  the  Mainland  board,  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  Commercial  Union  for  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan, 
succeeding  E.  T.  von  Etlinger,  resigned. 

The  rubber  stamp  used  by  brokers, 
"unless  otherwise  ordered,  we  renew," 
etc.,  has  been  sustained  by  the  courts,  as 
authorizing  a  renewal  if  not  otherwise 
ordered. 

Los  Angeles. — The  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers is  now  in  new  and  larger  offices  in 
the  Citizens  bank  building. 

Manager  Frank  J.  Devlin  of  the  Atlas, 
recently  ill,  is  now  recovering. 


Field  Men 

At  Portland  for  the  Geo.  Tyson  com- 
panies L.  D.  Mitchell  succeeds  Harvey 
Wells.  At  San  Francisco,  Meredith  Parker 
has  been  added  to  the  field  stafi".  J.  C. 
Howai-d  is  the  general  adjuster. 

The  wedding  bells  are  ringing  for  Lucien 
Knight,  formerly  a  special  agent  but  latterly 
engaged  in  merchandising. 

Sudden  Death 

A  good  man  has  departed  this  life  suddenly, 
D.  A.  Spencer,  an  old-time  local  agent  and 
adjuster,  for  some  years  the  very  capable 
secretary  of  the  Insurance  Brokers  Exchange 
of  San  Francisco.  The  funeral  from  Mr. 
Spencer's  residence  in  Oakland,  Monday, 
April  5,  was  well  attended  by  brokers  and 
family  friends.  The  services  were  conducted 
by  a  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
The  remains  were  cremated. 

Held  for  Attempt  to  Commit  Arson 

Yreka,  April  3. — At  the  conclusion  of  a 
preliminary  examination  lasting  three  days 
in  Etna  Mills,  John  M.  Slater,  a  wealthy 
resident,  was  bound  over  by  Justice  of  the 
Peace  Cory  on  the  charge  of  attempting 
arson  on  March  4.  Bail  was  fixed  at  $2,000. 
Slater  gave  bonds  this  morning.  A  like 
charge  was  made  against  his  son,  Boyd  S. 
Slater,  but  that  was  dismissed  before  the 
examination  of  the  father  began.  The  son 
is  held  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  as  a 
witness,  but  he  will  be  able  to  give  bonds. 
Redding  Box  Factory  Destroyed 

Redding,  March  30.  —  Fire  which  is 
believed  to  have  been  incendiary,  destroyed 
the  box  factory  of  the  Burns  Lumber  Co., 
near  North  Castella,  early  today.  The  loss 
is  estimated  at  $35,000.  This  is  the  fourth 
large  fire  in  the  lumber  industry  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state  during  the  past 
month. 
What  Is  It  Insured  For? 

A  California  schoolteacher  has  a  book 
printed  in  1529 — Dicty's  "Crelensis  de  Bello 
Trojano." 

The  Fireman's  Fund  leads  in  California 
marine  premiums,  with  $85)9,890,  or  over  a 
third  of  the  grand  total.  The  /Etna  is 
second,  with  $285,395. 
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Fire  Underwriters  Day  at  the  Fair 

Wednesday,  April   21 

"Fire  Underwriters  Day"  at  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition  is  Wednes- 
day, April  21st,  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
biggest  events  of  the  exposition  year. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the 
Pacific  has   declared 

A  Holiday 
in  insurance  circles,  and  every  clerk  and 
person,  from  the  manager  down  to  the 
office  boy,  will  participate  in  the  auto- 
mobile parade,  which  is  to  be  held  in  honor 
of  the  day. 

The  parade  and  ceremonies  on  the  expo- 
sition grounds  are  under  the  assistance  of 
the  Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the 
Pacific.  That  organization  will  hold  a  two 
days'  session  in  San  Francisco,  beginning 
Tuesday,  April  20th.  An  adjournment  is 
to  be  taken  at  noon  on  the  21st  in  order  that 
members  and  employees  may  participate  in 
the  celebration. 

Special  importance  is  attached  to  this 
meeting  and  celebration.  For  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  association  invitations 
have  been  sent  to  all  of  the  agents  in  the 
eleven  Western  states,  British  Columbia, 
Alaska  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  attend 
the  convention.  There  is  every  likelihood 
that  more  than  two  thousand  people  will 
take  part  in  the  parade.  The  parade  of 
automobiles  will  leave  the  Merchants  Ex- 
change building  at  two  o'clock  sharp, 
Wednesday,  April  21st.  Wm.  Sexton  has 
been  appointed 

Grand   Marshal. 

On  arriving  at  the  exposition  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  and 
the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
Pacific  will  be  met  at  the  Scott  street 
entrance  by  exposition  oliicials  and  the 
exposition  band  and  Veteran  Firemen,  and 
escorted  to  the  Court  of  the  Universe,  where 
exercises  are  to  be  held. 

T.  H.  Williams,  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee,  has  appointed  R.  C.  Medcraft, 
the  president  of  the  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association,  to  act  as  chairman.  Holla  V. 
AVatt,  president  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers, and  Wm.  J.  DiUton  are  to  deliver 
addresses. 


A  plaque  is  to  be  presented  by  the  expo- 
sition officials  and  this  will  be  accepted  in 
behalf  of  the  underwriters  by  Wm.  J.  Dutton. 


Two  Companies  Enter   California 

Fred  S.  James  &  Co.  of  New  York,  United 
States  managers  of  the  General  Fire  Assur- 
ance Company  of  Paris  and  the  Urbaine 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Paris,  have 
arranged  to  place  these  companies  in  some 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  states.  George  A.  Crux, 
formerly  assistant  manager  of  the  Cale- 
donian Insurance  Company,  has  been 
selected  to  supervise  the  agencies  in  Cali- 
fornia, Washington  and  Oregon,  and  will 
begin  his  new  duties  at  once.  Agencies  will 
be  established  only  in  the  large  cities  and 
will  report  direct  to  the  New  York  office. 

The  General  Fire  is  the  oldest  and  largest 
of  the  French  companies,  having  been 
organized  in  1819,  and  has  home  office 
assets  aggregating  §9,000,000,  with  a  net 
suplus  of  $.5,000,000.  The  Urbaine  is  also 
one  of  the  oldest  French  companies  and  has 
large  assets  and  surplus. 

Mr.  Crux  will  have  the  title  of  "general 
agent,"  and  will  continue  his  ofiices  in  ,the 
Kohl  building,  San  Francisco,  for  the 
present. 


Licensed  in  Many  States 

The  new  AVest  Coa&t-San  Francisco  Life 
Ins.  Co.  has  been  licenced  in  all  the  states 
of  the  Pacific  West  in  which  it  expects  to  do 
business  now — except  Oregon.  A  license  is 
expected  for  that  state  in  a  day  or  so. 


Portland  will  annex  St.  Johns,  a    suburb 
of  5,0U0  population,  in  June. 


The  McCloud  hotel  los:5  has  been    settled 
for  $28,000. 


Newcastle,  Placer  co.,  Cal.,  has  created 
further  fire  limits  and  voted  $350  for  more 
equipment. 


Chico's  trustees  have  instructed  the  city 
clerk  to  write  to  their  representatives  at 
Sacramento  to  oppose  the  two  platoon  bill 
which  passed  the  assembly. 
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Fire  losses  still  continue  on  this 
Coast.     The  rainy   season    had   none   of 
the  diminishing  effect  as  always  hereto- 
fore.    Several   offices   had    for  the   first 
quarter  as  high  as  60  percent  loss  ratio. 

XX 

It  is  now  scarcely  doubted  that 
the  moral  hazard  is  bad  on  this  Coast  as 
well  as  elsewhere  throughout  the  country. 
The  "rapid  fire"  of  losses  cannot  be 
attributed  to  chance.  The  times  are 
hard  and  many  a  merchant  or  house- 
owner  has  become  careless  and  indiffer- 
ent to  conditions  which  are  favorable  to 
fire  outbreaks.  Dishonest  men  find 
their  only  relief  is  a  sale  to  insurers. 

%x 

San  Francisco's  growth  is  re- 
tarded by  the  waterworks  agitation. 
The  Spring  Valley  company,  of  course, 
will  not  extend  its  mains  into  new  dis- 
tricts, which  must  remain  undeveloped. 
The  socialistic  and  copperhead  elements 
fight  the  purchase  of  the  waterworks, 
and  are  aided  by  irresponsible  people 
who  pay  no  taxes  and  hate  to  pay  water 
bills.  The  opposition  to  the  purchase  of 
Spring  Valley  hurts  the  city's  credit, 
makes  it  more  difficult  to  sell  its  bonds 
or  obtain  loans  on  realty,  and  increases 
the  fire  hazard. 

%% 

The  fire  companies  incurred   an 

American  underwriting  loss  of  $8,000,000 

in  1914. 


The  life  companies  are  making  a 
good  showing  but  it  is  deceptive.  Their 
gains  are  artificial,  beirig  largely  due  to 
the  writing  of  a  mass  of  group  and 
temporary  insurance.  A  great  drive  has 
been    made   for   partnership    insurance. 

%x 

The  proposal  to  buy  Spring 
Valley  waterworks  for  $.34,500,000  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  San  Francisco's 
voters  at  the  polls  but  lacked  the 
necessary  two  -  thirds.  The  experts 
asserted  the  property  was  worth  the 
amount  asked,  but  the  opposition  was 
backed  by  the  bear  interests,  which 
spent  a  good  deal  of  money  in  the 
campaign.  They  easily  hoodwinked  the 
labor  vote  with  the  lie  of  work  immedi- 
ately and  in  abundance,  tearing  up  the 
streets  for  a  rival  city  waterworks. 

XX 

Premiums  are  at  present  falling 
off.  Mercantile  and  factory  stocks, 
already  cut  down,  are  being  still  further 
reduced.  Trade  is  not  good.  Saw  mills 
are  resuming  operations,  with  one  saw 
where  formerly  three  were  employed. 
There  is  a  gleam  of  hope  here  but  the 
reports  as  to  lumbering  in  the  North- 
west are  not  encouraging, 

XX 

Plate  glass  business  in  California 

incurred  only  23  percent  losses.      With 

40  percent  expenses,  there  was  a   profit 

of  37  percent. 
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Insurance  in  State  and   Federal   Courts 

OUR    BEST    DIGEST    OF    RECENT    DECISIONS 


FIRE    Insurance  in  Court 

NEW   HAMPSHIRE 

FoUett   V.  Standard   Fire  Ins.  Co.,    92   At. 

Rep.  956 

Forfeiture — "Attempt"  to   Defraud — Overvaluation 

in  Statement  of  Loss 

Under  a  policy  providing  that  it  should  be 
void  if  insured  should  make  any  attempt  to 
defraud  the  company,  either  before  or  after 
loss,  it  was  not  essential  to  a  forfeiture  that 
the  fraud  be  consummated,  since  the  word 
"attempt"  meant  an  endeavor  to  do  an  act 
carried  beyond  mere  preparation,  but  fall- 
ing short  of  execution;  and  hence  a  false 
overvaluation  by  insured  in  the  statement 
of  loss  furnished  to  the  insurer  was  an  at- 
tempt to  defraud,  avoiding  the  policy. 
Dishonest  State  of  Mind — Statute 

Under  such  provision,  mere  negligence  in 
ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  valuation  in 
the  claim  of  loss  was  not  sufficient  to  avoid 
the  policy,  but  insured's  dishonest  state  of 
mind  must  be  shown  in  that  the  valuation 
was  known  or  believed  or  suspected  to  be 
false;  and  such  rule  was  not  changed  by 
Pub.  St.  c.  170,  §  2,  providing  that  descrip- 
tions and  statements  as  to  value  in  an 
application  should  not  be  treated  as  war- 
ranties, and  that  the  policy  should  not  be 
avoided  by  any  misrepresentation  unless 
"intentionally  and  fraudulently  made," 
since  that  provision  relates  to  misrepre- 
sentation as  an  inducement  to  making  the 
contract. 

Avoidance  of  Policy — False  Swearing  at  Trial 

Knowingly  giving  false  testimony  at  the 
trial  of  an  action  on  a  firo  policy  is  an 
"attempt  to  defraud,"  within  a  provision 
of  the  policy  that  such  an  attempt,  before 
or  after  loss,  should  defeat  the  policy. 


Proof  of  Loss — Materiality 
Though  a  provision  in  a  policy  calling  for 
a  sworn  proof  of  loss  is  invalid  under  the 
statute,  insured's  overvaluation  of  the  prop- 
erty in  a  statement  of  loss  under  a  policy 
providing  for  forfeiture  upon  insured's 
attempt  to  defraud  was  a  material  state- 
ment of  fact,  since  it  would  be  likely  to 
influence  the  insurer's  subsequent  conduct 
with  reference  to  the  payment  of  the  loss. 

Where  Books  Are  Burned 

Where  insured's  books  of  account,  bills, 
invoices,  etc.,  were  destroyed  in  the  fire 
which  burned  the  insured  property,  his 
right  to  recover  was  not  barred  by  his  fail- 
ure to  produce  for  examination,  as  required, 
all  books  of  accounts,  etc.,  or  certified 
copies  thereof. 

Insured  held  not  to  have  breaclied  a  re- 
quirement to  attend  for  examination  con- 
cerning a  loss,  where  no  person  was  desig- 
nated by  the  insurer  to  make  such  examina- 
tion.— Central  Nat.  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Chicago, 
111.,  v.  Black,  220  F.  8. 

Sale — Interest 

A  sale  by  one  without  title  or  interest 
passes  no  insurable  interest  in  the  property. 
Niagara  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Layne,  172  S.  W. 
1090. 

Overvaluation 

The  fact  that  estimates  of  the  value  of 
insured's  barn,  which  was  insured  for  |900, 
varied  from  |600  to  $1,000,  does  not  show 
that  the  barn  was  fraudulently  overvalued. 
169  S.  W.  747. 

Three-Fourths  Value    Clause 

The  three-fouths  value  clause  in  fire  poli- 
cies does  not  apply  to  the  estimated  value 
of  real  estate  insured,  unless  the  insured 
has  been  guilty  of  fraud  in  fixing  the  value. 
169  S.  W.  747. 


Insurance  in  Court 
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Fire  Insurance  in  Court 
Inventory — Severable 

Provision  of  policy  as  to  keeping  inven- 
tory and  set  of  books  held  not  to  be  con- 
strued as  applying  to  all  the  property, 
unless  its  express  provisions  compelled  such 
construction.  —  State  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Kellner,  169  S.  W.  636. 

Fire  policy,  specifying  different  amounts 
of  insurance  on  building,  furniture  and 
fixtures,  and  stock  of  merchandise,  held 
severable,  and  failure  to  take  inventory  or 
keep  books,  as  required  therein,  did  not 
avoid  the  insurance  on  the  building,  furni- 
ture, and  fixtures. — Id. 

Concealment  of  Incendiary  Record 

That  the  principal  stockholder  of  a  mer- 
cantile corporation  did  not  reveal  to  an 
insurance  company,  on  applying  for  insur- 
ance upon  the  merchandise,  that  he  had 
previously  burned  another  store  to  collect 
insurance  thereon,  does  not  render  the 
policy  void  for  fraudulent  concealment. 

Interest 

A  policy  made  without  interest  is  a  wager 
policy,  having  nothing  in  common  with 
insurance  but  the  name  and  form. — Moving 
Picture  Co.  of  America  v.  Scottish  Union  & 
National  Ins.  Co.  of  Edinburgh,  90  A.  642. 
Loss  o(  Rents 

Where  defendant  company  had  insured 
plaintiflf  against  loss  of  the  rents  of  certain 
premises  by  fire  and  at  the  time  plaintiff  was 
a  subtenant  of  the  first  floor  at  a  yearly 
rental,  and  had  sublet  the  premises  with  a 
provision  terminating  the  lease  on  destruc- 
tion of  the  building  by  fire,  and  the  building 
was  destroyed  thereby,  plaintiff  was  not 
entitled  to  judgment  on  the  policy. — Id. 

Reformation — Additional  Insurance 

Where  a  contract  with  agent  for  a  policy 
provided  that  the  policy  should  include  an 
agreement  permitting  additional  insurance, 
but  the  agent  wrote  the  policy  without  such 
provision,  insured  was  entitled  to  have  the 
policy  reformed  so  as  to  contain  the  agree- 
ment,  and    to    recover    on    the    policy   as 


reformed. — Palin  v.  Insurance  Co.  of  North 

America,  140  P.  886. 

Waiver 

Where  insured,  after  loss,  was  induced  to 
sign  an  agreement  to  settle  for  $100  and  sur- 
render the  policy,  but  the  insurer  did  not 
pay  or  ofi'er  to  pay  the  money,  and  the 
policy  was  neyer  surrendered,  but  further 
negotiations  followed  inducing  plaintiff  to 
believe  that  defendant  had  abandoned  the 
agreement,  such  facts  held  sufficient  to 
show  waiver  thereof. — Id. 

Bill  of  Sale 

Bill  of  sale  given  by  insured  held  not  to 
violate  the  condition  of  a  policy  that  his  in- 
terest was  that  of  sole  and  unconditional 
ownership. 

A  bill  of  sale  held  not  within  the  con- 
dition of  an  insurance  policy  avoiding  it 
should  the  property  be  incumbered  by  a 
chattel  mortgage. — PeteUo  v.  Teutonia  Fire 
Ins.  Co.,  93  A.  137. 

Ownership 

Notwithstanding  provision  invalidating 
policy  if  interest  of  insured  was  other  than 
sole  ownership,  ownership  jointly  with  other 
members  of  family,  or  husband's  interest  in 
household  furniture,  etc.,  held  not  to  in- 
validate the  policy. — North  River  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Dyche,  173  S.  W.  784. 

List  of   Household  Goods 

List  of  personal  property  contained  in 
insured  house  six  months  before  time  of 
loss  held  admissible  in  evidence  to  prove 
amount  of  loss. — Kahn  v.  London  Assur. 
Corporation,  173  S.  W.  695. 

Discrepancy — Appraisement 

A  discrepancy  between  the  amount  of  loss 
fixed  by  the  insured  in  his  claim  of  loss  and 
the  amount  awarded  by  the  appraisers  is 
not  of  itself  proof  of  fraudulent  intent,  such 
as  will  defeat  insured's  claim  for  actual  loss. 

Where  plaintiff  made  out  a  prima  facie 
case,  and  defendants  failed  to  prove  that 
insured  was  guilty  of  any  fraud,  a  verdict 
was  properly  directed  for  plaintiff"  for  the 
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award  made  by  appraisers. — L.  X.  Gross 
Co.  V.  Westchester  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  151  X.  Y. 
S.  945. 

Mutual  Liability 

Defendant  insured  by  his  broker,  in  dis- 
regard of  instructions,  with  a  co-operative 
fire  insurance  company,  held  liable  to  an 
assessment  levied  on  his  policy  by  such 
company  under  X.  Y.  Insurance  Law,  art. 
9,  §  268,  107  X.  E,  1037,  213  N.  Y.  447. 

Cancellation 

Where  insured  took  credit  for  the  un- 
earned premium  as  of  the  day  that  he  sur- 
rendered his  policy,  he  thereby  waived  for 
a  sufficient  consideration  his  right  to  five 
days'  notice  of  cancellation,  and  could  not 
recover  though  loss  occurred  during  the 
five  days. — Kelley  v.  ^Etna  Ins.  Co.,  84  S. 
E.  502. 

Error  in  Name 

That  insured  was  designated  "Seaman  & 
Martin"  instead  of  the  "Seaman  -  Martin 
Company,  a  corporation,"  held  not  to  invali- 
date the  policy. — Lenning  v.  Retail  Mer- 
chant's Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  151  X.    W.  425. 

Misdescription 

Where  agent,  thougli  informed  that  prop- 
erty was  occupied  as  mission  house,  issued 
policy  insuring  it  while  occupied  as  dwelling 
house,  company  held  estopped  to  rely  on 
the  mistake  to  defeat  liability. — 151  X.  W. 
610,  April  9. 

Change  of  Title 

That  one  person  acquired  all  the  shares 
of  a  mercantile  corporation  was  not  a  change 
of  title  which  would  avoid  an  insurance 
policy  issued  in  favor  of  the  corporation. — 
Hamburg- Bremen  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  Germany, 
V.  Ohio  Valley  Dry  Goods  Co.'s  Trustee, 
169  S.  W.  724. 

That  the  sole  stockholder  attempted  to 
transfer  his  stock  to  another  in  fraud  of 
creditors  was  not  such  a  change  as  will 
avoid  the  insurance. — Id. 


Void  as  to  Goods 

Where  the  nature  of  a  claim  giving  no 
insurable  interest  to  a  building  is  material 
to  the  risk  on  goods  in  such  building,  failure 
by  insured  to  disclose  the  nature  of  his 
claim  to  the  building  will  avoid  the  policy 
as  to  the  goods. 
Inquiry 

Where  insurer  makes  no  inquiry,  and 
insured  no  voluntary  statements,  a  fire 
policy  will  be  avoided  only  when  the 
insured  fails  to  disclose  an  incumbrance 
material  to  the  risk. 
Incumbrance 

Failure  to  disclose  an  incumbrance  on  the 
property  is  fraudulent  when  the  insured 
knows  of  it,  and  it  is  such  that  an  ordinarily 
prudent  person  would  know  it  to  be  mater- 
ial to  the  risk. 

An  incumbrance  is  material  to  the  risk  on 
property  injured  against  fire  when  it  is 
such  that  the  insurer,  in  accordance  with 
the  usual  conduct  of  his  business,  would  not 
have  issued  the  policy  had  he  known  it. — Id. 

LIFE   Insurance   in  Court 
Parts  of  One  Contract 

An  application  for  life  insurance  and  the 
policy  issued  thereon  should  be  construed 
together  as  parts  of  one  contract. 
Material  Representation 

Both  at  common  law  and  under  statute, 
any  representation  in  an  application  for  life 
insurance  is  material,  if  the  knowledge  or 
ignorance  of  it  would  reasonably  influence 
the  judgment  of  tlie  insurer  in  making  the 
contract,  or  in  fixing  the  rate  of  premium. 

A  misrepresentation  of  a  material  fact  in 
an  application  for  life  insurance  will  vitiate 
the  policy. 

Where  an  applicant  for  life  insurance 
stated  that  he  had  not  consulted  a  physician 
for  two  years  preceding  the  application, 
but  the  evidence  showed  that  he  had  been 
under  treatment  of  several  physicians  at 
various  times  during  those  two  years,  such 
misrepresentation  was  material,  and  avoids 
the  policy. — Schas  v.  Equitable  Life  Aesur. 
Society,  81  S.  E.  1014. 
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Life  Insurance  in  Court 

Assignment 

Delivery  to  plaintiflF's  mother  of  policy, 
changed  to  designate  plaintiff  as  beneficiary 
in  consideration  of  her  promise  of  marriage, 
held  an  assignment  to  plaintiff. — Tepper  v. 
New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.,  151  N.  Y.  S.  1049. 

Designation  of  "Fannie,  wife,"  as  bene- 
ficiary of  insurance  policy,  held  a  sufficient 
designation  of  Fannie  T. ,  to  whom  insured 
was  engaged  to  be  married. — Id. 


LIABILITY  Insurance  in   Court 
No  Permit 

Insurer,  under  liability  policy  excepting 
injuries  caused  by  persons  employed  in 
violation  of  law,  held  not  estopped,  by 
taking  charge  and  continuing  in  charge  of 
litigation,  to  deny  liability  for  injuries 
caused  by  negligence  of  boy  under  16,  hav- 
ing no  employment  permit. — J.  S.  Stearns 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.,  150  X. 
W.  991. 


ACCIDENT  Insurance  in   Court 
Death  by  Removing  Tire 

Death  of  assured  in  a  policy  covering 
death  from  external,  violent,  and  accidental 
means,  resulting  from  overexertion  in 
removing  a  tire  from  a  wheel  of  an  automo- 
bile held  not  accidental. — 151  X.  W.  479. 

Non-Payment  of  Premium 

Insurer  issuing  a  policy  to  employees 
held  not  entitled  to  defeat  a  recovery  for 
nonpayment  of  premiums  where,  at  the 
time  of  assured' s  death,  his  employer  owed 
him  a  sum  in  excess  of  premiums  due. 
Ptomaine  Poisoning 

Death  as  the  result  of  ptomaine  poisoning 
is  within  an  accident  policy,   providing  for 
payment  in  case  assured  comes  to  his  death 
as  the  result  of  an  accident. 
As  to  Suit,  a  Life  Policy 

A  policy  for  payment  of  a  specified  sum  in 
event  of  assured' s  death  as  result  of  acci- 
dent, held  a  life  policy  within  a  statute  as  to 
the  time  of  actions  on  policies,  and  an 
action  is  not  limited  to  time  specified  in 
policy. — Johnson  v.  Fidelity  ife  Casualty  Co. 
of  Xew  York,  151  X.  W.  593. 


Accident  Insurance  in  Court 

"Accident'' 

The  word  "accident,"  as  used  in  an 
automobile  indemnity  policy,  construed  to 
mean  "undesigned  and  unforeseen  occur- 
rence of  an  unfortunate  character  resulting 
in  bodily  injury  to  a  person  other  than  the 
insured." 
Notice 

A  provision  insuring  against  loss  imposed 
by  law  on  assured  for  damages  on  account 
of  bodily  injuries  accidentally  suffered  only 
requires  notice  of  such  accidents  as  result 
in  bodily  injuries. 

A  provision  that  the  insured  shall  give 
immediate  written  notice  of  any  accident  is 
a  reasonable  requirement,  but  the  "immedi- 
ately" is  to  be  reasonably  construed  in  con- 
nection with  the  circumstances. — Chapin  v. 
Ocean  Accident  &  Guarantee  Corporation, 
147  X.  AV.  4&5. 

Where  no  bodily  injury  is  apparent  at  the 
time  of  an  automobile  accident,  and  there  is 
no  ground  for  believing  that  a  claim  for 
damages  against  the  owner  will  arise,  he 
is  not  required  to  give  assurer  notice  until 
subsequent  facts  suggest  that  liability  to  the 
injured  party  might  arise. — Id. 

Autopsy 

A  demand  made  for  an  autopsy,  less  than 
three  hours  before  the  time  set  for  the 
funeral,  held,  under  the  circumstances,  not 
made  at  a  reasonable  time  or  on  a  proper 
occasion. — Johnson  v.  Bankers'  Mut.  Casu- 
alty Co.,  151  N.  W.  413. 

Refusal  of  a  demand  for  an  autopsy  held 
not  to  defeat  recovery  on  the  policy,  where 
the  demand  was  not  made  at  a  reasonable 
time  or  at  a  proper  occasion. 

A  demand  for  an  autopsy  must  be  unam- 
biguous and  made  within  a  reasonable  time 
after  death  and  on  a  proper  occasion. 

The  insurer's  demand  for  an  autopsy  need 
not  be  made  directly  to  the  widow,  the  sole 
beneficiary,  so  long  as  it  is  communicated  to 
her. 

Where  an  accident  policy  gives  insurer 
the  right  to  an  autopsy,  and  insured  leaves 
a  widow,  who  is  also  sole  beneficiary,  she 
is  the  proper  person  on  whom  to  make  a 
demand  for  an  autopsy. — Id. 
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Pacific    Mutual   Life   Agency    Convention 

Itinerary  and   Progrram 

Monday,  August  9— Opening  banquet  at 
the  Palace  hotel  in  the  evening,  at  which 
delegates  will  have  an  opportunity  to  meet 
and  get  acquainted  with  local  agents  and 
officers  of  the  company. 

Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  August 
10-12 — These  are  the  dates  of  the  annual 
convention  of  the  National  Association  of 
Life  Underwriters,  which  many  agents  will 
wish  to  attend,  some  of  them  as  delegates. 

Friday,  August  13 — Leave  San  Francisco 
for  San  Diego. 

Saturday,  August  14 — Arrive  in  San  Diego. 

Monday,  August  16 — Leave  San  Diego 
by  train  in  the  afternoon,  arriving  in  Los 
Angeles  in  the  evening. 

Tuesday,  August  17 — Morning — Session. 
Afternoon  —  Sight-seeing  by  automobile. 
Evening — Entertainment. 

Wednesday,  August  18— Morning — Ses- 
sion. Afternoon  —  Visiting  at  the  home 
office.     Evening — Closing  banquet. 


The  World's  Insurance   Congress 

The  Insurance  Congress  set  for  next 
October  in  the  big  auditorium  in  San  Fran- 
cisco is  now  taking  concrete  form — "re- 
inforced concrete,"  one  might  say.  Some- 
thing more  definite  will  be  announced 
soon;  but  meantime  this  tentative  part 
program  is  offered : 

"Social  Service  of  Insurance ; "  "  Develop- 
ment of  the  Idea  of  Universal  Safety;" 
"Conservation  of  Human  Life;"  "Inter- 
national Peace;"  "Safety  First,  or  Acci- 
dent Prevention;"  "Fire  Prevention  and 
Fire  Protection."  Papers  and  addresses 
already  provided  for  include  "Human  Life 
as  a  National  Asset,"  by  former  President 
Wm.  H.  Taft;  "Life  Insurance  and  the 
Public  Service,"  by  Surgeon- General  Rupert 
Blue;  "The  Economic  Value  of  Human 
Life  from  the  Standpoint  of  Life  Insurance," 
by  F.  L.  Hoflfinan;  "Life  Insurance,  its 
Opportunities  in  the  Field  of  Health  Edu- 
cation," by  Lee  K.   Frankel;  "Tlie  Great 


Social  Service  Rendered  by  Life  Insurance 
in  the  Prolongation  of  Life,"  by  Dr.  H.  W. 
Cook;  "The  Contribution  of  Life  Insurance 
to  Medical  and  Scientific  Progress,"  by 
John  B.  Lunger. 


"When  does  a  man  really  begin  to  think?" 
I  asked  a  clever  man  of  65  winters.  His 
answer  amazed  me.  "You  must  ask  some- 
body older  than  I  am." 


Glens  Falls  Sparkling  Spray 

"I  always  hesitate  about  taking  a  vaca- 
tion," said  the  cashier  of  a  large  agency 
office.  "If  I  do,  my  employers  will  wonder 
how  I  can  aff"ord  it,  and  if  I  don't,  they 
will  wonder  whether  I  am  afraid  my  accounts 
will  be  examined  in  my  absence." 

Explaining  his  marrying  his  typewriter- 
lady,  he  said:  "It  came  about  in  the  same 
old  way.  We  started  out  to  be  friends, 
but  changed  our  minds  and  got  married." 

The  fire  insurance  business  is  something 
like  what  Pat  said  in  Puck  about  making 
love  to  a  widow.  "Before  ye  begin  ye 
know  what  the  end  will  be  and  yet  ye  are 
hopin'  somethin'  '11  happen.  Ye  make  up 
your  mind  it's  no  use  tryin'  and  then  ye 
discover  ye've  gone  too  far  to  lave  ofl^.  It's 
full  of  disappointins  and  hopes,  and  at  last 
comes  the  greatest  surprise  av  all,  when 
just  what  ye  expected  happins." 

No  man  gets  nervous  prostration  by  push- 
ing his  business ;  he  gets  it  when  it  pushes 
him. 

"I  certainly  have  an  awful  hankerin'  for 
baseball,"  says  an  agent,  "but  it  is  busi- 
ness first  every  time.  Why,  if  I  could  get 
even  a  measley  little  line  on  household 
furniture,  I'd  leave  a  baseball  game  in  the 
ninth  inning  with  the  score  a  tie."  Marvel- 
ous !  if  true. 

"Your  honor,"  said  the  learned  lawyer 
defending  an  arson  case,  "I  shall  first  prove 
to  the  jury  that  the  defendant  is  incapable 
of  such  a  crime.  If  that  does  not  convince, 
I  will  show  that  my  client  was  insane  when 
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he  crime  was  committed.  If  that  fails,  It 
will  prove  an  absolute  alibi ;  and,  as  a  last 
resort,  may  it  please  the  court,  I  will  show 
that  the  building  was  over-insured  and  con- 
sequently there  was  no  loss,  and  that  this 
alleged  crime  was  only  a  neighborly  kind- 
ness to  the  owner  of  the  building." 

"What's  the  use  of  your  wishing  every 
little  while  that  you  were  a  man?"  said  an 
agent  to  his  suffragette  typist. 

"It  would  do  you  good  if  you  had  the 
same  ambition,"  was  the  snippy  reply. 

Every  agent  should  be  ambitious  to  in- 
crease his  business.  Don't  be  content  to 
"hold  your  own" — get  your  own,  for  what 
you  get  is  yours. 

Some  begin  at  the  bottom  and  creep  up, 
while  others  commence  at  the  top  and  slide 
down. 


Liability  Insurance  in  California  Last 
Year 

Net  Prems.  Net  Losses 

Received  Paid 

JEtna  A t            275  $     132 

^.tnaL 128,280  81,816 

Casualty  Co +—10,282  12,436 

Commonwealth  Bond  .   .          28,091  1.179 

Emyloyers  Liability  .   .   .         65,101  67.253 

Fidelity  &  Casualty   .   .   .         67.877  44,122 

Fidelity  &D 39,382  12,853 

Frankfort  General  .   .       .         12,122  27,491 

General  A.  F.  &  L.    ...         11.490  13,972 

Globe  Indem 27,430  26,801 

Guardian  C.  &  G 25.925  11.375 

Hartford  Acci.  &  Indem.  .          4,175  .  .  . 

London  G.  &  A.  Co..  Ltd  .         65,970  67,665 

Lon.  &  Lancashire  G.  &  A.       23,535  4.306 

Maryland 60.606  33,745 

Mass.  Bonding 12.395  14,504 

New  Amsterdam         .    .   .        23,877  38,302 

New  England  C 10,474  5,382 

Ocean  Acci.  &G.        .   .   .          9.391  •—1,655 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty  .   .         79,018  50,843 

Pacifle  Surety 17,225  39,685 

Prudential -|-  —1,135  6,170 

Royal  Indem 94.987  50,952 

Southwestern  Surety    .   .         47,320  421 

Standard  Acci 102  277 

Travelers 2,779  421 

United  States  C 11.873  2,325 

United  States  F.  A  G.    .   .         79,129  39.598 

Western  Indem 5,440  5,345 

Totals $942,853  $657,746 

t  Excess  of  reinsurance  and  return  premiums. 

*  Excess  of  reinsurance  and  salvage  over  gross  losses 

paid. 


Fidelity  and  Surety  Business  in  California 
Last  Year 

Prems.  Losses 

Rec'd  Paid 

.Etna  A $  32,706  $      615 

American  Surety      122,244  27,960 

Casualty  Co 210  ... 

Chicago  Bonding 17,794  10,477 

Commonwealth  Bonding             50,293  46,019 

Equitable  Surety 10,778  710 

Employers'  Liability  ....       *  — 168  .   .   . 

Fidelity  &  Casualty  C 6.399  2.156 

Fidelity  &  D 130,993  59,232 

Globe  Indemn 46,871  17.220 

Guardian  C.  &  G 25.850  10,221 

Hartford  Acci.  &  Indemn.   .   .        5,984  .   .   . 

Illinois  Surety 10,074  416 

International 3,679  .   .   . 

London  &  Lancashire  G.  &  A.          895  .  .   . 

Maryland 38,131  4,844 

Massachusetts  Bonding    .   .   .       34,064  20.649 

National  Surety 154,830  69,501 

New  Amsterdam 6,423 

New  England  C 13,502  3,060 

Ocean  Acci.  &  Guar 444 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty      .   .   .       53.505  2,980 

Pacific  Surety 5.460  20.646 

Royal  Indemn 17,121  475 

Southwestern  Surety     ....       24,797  16.314 

United  States  F.  &  G 231,554  71,489 

Totals $1,044,436  $384,986 

*  Excess  of -reinsurance  and  return  premiums  over 
gross  premiums. 


License  to  Agents 

Under  Oregon  Laws,  1911,  pp.  376,  377,  §§ 
1-4,  the  insurance  commissioner  has  no 
power  to  prescribe  additional  conditions 
precedent  to  the  issuance  of  a  license  to 
agents  for  those  providing  indemnity  among 
each  other  from  fire  loss  or  other  damage  to 
their  own  property,  and  agents  who  comply 
with  the  statutory  requirements  are  entitled 
to  the  license. — Guy  L.  Wallace  &  Co.  v. 
Ferguson,  140  P.  742. 


A  well-known  author  has  adopted  the 
rule  that  all  applicants  for  his  autograph 
must  first  furnish  satisfactory  proof  that 
they  have  read  his  books.  A  young  girl 
recently  wrote  to  the  novelist  for  his  auto- 
graph. By  return  of  post  came  a 
type- written  line: 

"Have  you  read  my  last  book?" 

To  which  the  young  lady  replied — 
"I  sincerely  hope  not." 

The  autograph  came  promptly. 
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MICHIGAN     F.      &     M.      INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

Writing  an  Increasing  Amount  of  Busi- 
ness, with  Good  Average    of    Under- 
writing  Profit  and  Annual   Gain 
The  Michigan  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co.    of 
Detroit,  now  in  its  thirty-fourth  year, 
has  more  than  doubled  its  risks    as- 
sumed   in   the   past    few     years,    has 
nearle  doubled  its   premium    income, 
and  has  increased  its  assets   and    sur- 
plus 50  percent.     Every  year  shows  a 
gain  in  reinsurance  reserve,  and  prac- 
tically  every   year  shows    a    gain    in 
premiums  and  assets. 

The  company  is  growing  in  a  healthy 
way,  and  paying  dividends  only  out  of 
its  interest  earnings.  The  manage- 
ment is  prudent  and  is  building  a 
sound  underwriting  structure  on  last- 
ing foundations. 

The  admitted  assets  are  now  61,524,- 
382,  and  the  surplus  to  policyholders 
is  $745,995  which  is  equal  to  about 
half  of  the  assets.  Or,  in  other  words, 
for  every  dollar  of  liabilities  there  are 
about  two  dollars  of  cash  resources. 
This  is  a  showing  of  strength.  Some 
very  wealthy  men' are,  moreover,  large 
stockholders  of  the  Michigan,  such  as 
the  Ferrys,  the  great  seed  men. 

On  the  Pacific  Coast  this  long  estab- 
lished company  is  represented  by 
Wayman  &  Henry,  joint  managers. 


She  Was   Right 

Husband — You  charge  me  with  reck- 
less extravagance.  When  did  I  ever 
make  a  useless  purchase? 

Wife — Why,  there's  that  tire-extin- 
guisher you  bought  a  year  ago;  we've 
never  used  it  once.  —  Boston  Tran- 
script. 


Workmen's   Compensation    Insurance    in 
California  Last  Year 

Net  Prems.  Net  Losses 

Received  Paid 

.Etna  A %             15  $  .  .   . 

.Etna  L 403.107  108.8% 

Casualty  Co 40.119  8,985 

Commonwealth  Bond  .   .        109,117  23,074 

Employers  Liability  .    .   .       283,646  43.101 

Fidelity  &  Casualty   .   .   .       294,S99  54,855 

Fidelity  &  D 314,424  63,596 

Frankfort  General  .   .              170,642  46.289 

General  A.  F.  A  L.    ...         15.434  2,621 

Globe  Indem 206336  48,621 

Guardian  C.  &  G 256,938  77,523 

Hartford  Acci.  &  Indem.  .         10,852  .   .   . 

London  G.  &  A.  Co..  Ltd  .       236,739  47,522 

Lon.  ifc  Lancashire  G.  &  A.      168,475  23.771 

Maryland    :.......       198.271  35,635 

Mass.  Bonding 85.S13  18,808 

New  Amsterdam         .    .   .        87,507  16.066 

New  England  C 68,523  19.711 

Ocean  Acci.  &  G.        ...        25.95S  3.537 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty  .   .       15S.347  52.244 

Pacific  Surety 2,128  1,270 

Prudential •  —   156  37 

Royal  Indem 295.470  60,9)sl 

Southwestern  Surety    .   .       276,177  86,925 

Standard  Acci 1,371  700 

Travelers 2.872  214 

United  StatfiS  C 33.743  9,7M 

United  States  F.  A  G.    .   .       279,393  69.727 

Western  Indem 73,296  14,012 

Totals f4.098.987  $938,506 

•  Excess  of  reinsurance  and  return  premiums  over 
gross  premiums. 

Workmen's    Collective    Business  in    Cali- 
fornia in  1914 

Prems.  Losses 

.Etna  L .  I        40  S        22 

Employers'  Liability 785  287 

Fidelity  &D 13 

Frankfort  General 8.971  1,926 

Globe  Indemn 1,092  65 

Guardian  C.  &  G 157 

London  G.  &  A 14  ... 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty         .   .            376  l.OSJ 

Royal  Indemn 139  IS 

Totals f    11,417  $    3.5-22 

Sprinkler  Insurance  in  California  in  1914- 

Prems.  Losses 

.Etna  A $       789  $      817 

Hartford  Fire 1.906  .  .   . 

Home  of  New  York     ...       .  476 

Maryland 3,141  171 

United  States 330  778 

Westchester 2.805  1.046 

Totals $9,447  $2,813 


jnuiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiH^^^^^^ 

ORGANIZED     1881 

MICHIGAN 

Fire  ana  Marine  Insurance  Company 

of    Detroit,    Michisan 

Statement    January     1,     1915 

CAPITAL $    400,000  00 

RESERVE  for  unearned  Premiums  on  Unexpired  Policies    .    .        685,952  41 

RESERVE  for  Losses  Unadjusted  and  Not  Due 57,201  59 

NET  SURPLUS 345,995  20 

ASSETS 1,524,381  57 

INCOME 

Net  Premiums $   700,807  52 

Interest,  Etc 70,689  99 


Total  Income $  771,497  57 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Losses  Paid $  427,839  01 

Dividends  to   Stockholders 40,000  00 

Expenses,  Taxes,  etc 330,923  30 

Total  Disbursements $  758,762  31 

COMPARATIVE     FIGURES 

January  1,  19t4  January  1,  1915 

Capital $     400,000  00        $  400,000  00 

Reinsurance  Reserve 663,473  15  685,952  41 

Losses  Unadjusted  and  Not  Due 66,561  87  57,201  59 

Net  Surplus 384,185  24  345,995  20 

Assets 1,547,443  95  1,524,381  57 

D.  M.  FERRY,  Jr.,                      E.  J.  BOOTH,                       H.  E.  EVERETT,  E.  P.  WEBB, 

President                               Vice-President                           Secretary  Asst.  Secretary 


Pacific  Department— Embracing  CALIFORNIA,  NEVADA,  ARIZONA,  UTAH,  WASHINGTON, 
OREGON,  IDAHO,  MONTANA,  HAWAII,  ALASKA  and  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

WILLARD    O.  WAYMAN- -CARL  A.    HENRY 
Joint  General  Agents 

FRANK  E.  STONE  —  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

Assi^ant  General  Agents 

Northwest  corner  Sacramento  and  Sansome  Streets  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL  AGENTS:    Los  Angeles  -  JAMES  F.  BOYLAN,  E.  A.  ROWE;  PortIand--E.  R.  THOMP- 
SON;    Spokane-W.  S.  GILL,  C.  B.  HARRIS;     Seattle  --  BRUCE  KALTZ; 
San  Francieco  ••  W.  W.  CLEVELAND,      JAMES  R.  KENNA.      J.  N.  WATERS. 


LOSSES  PAID  SINCE  ORGANIZATION.  -  -  -         $7,672,658.70 
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Nine  Days   Fire   in   Rome   1850 
Years  Ago 

Origin  Was    Probably  Accidental — Nero 
Saw  His  Palace  and   All    Its   World- 
Gathered  Treasures  Turn  to  Ashes — 
The   Emperor  Gave  Bonuses    to    Re- 
builders,    and    Shelter   and    Food    to 
the   Homeless 
It  was  on  July  19,  a.  d.    64,    anniversary 
of  the  sacking  of  the  city  four  and    a   half 
centuries  before,   that  fire    broke    out    in 
Rome  and  continued  for  nine  days.  The  fire 
began  at  night  time,  at  the  east  end  of   the 
Great  Circus,  at  the  foot  of  the  Palatine  and 
Caelian  hills.      The  seats  of  the  circus  were 
made  of  wood  and  from  the    beginning  the 
fire   was  irresistible.      The  little   stores  or 
shops  within  the  circus  were  filled  with  light 
inflammable  goods,  and  the  flames    rushed 
with  the  southeast  wind  unchecked  by  high 
walls  or   substantial  buildings.      The   city 
valleys  were  soon  topped  by  rolling,  tossing 
billows  of  flames.     Soon  the  hill  homes  and 
crowning  temples    were   ablaze.      The   fire 
brigade,  equipped  only  with  the   apparatus 
of  primitive  times,    was   as  helpless   as   if 
composed  of  the  appointees  of  a    political 
fire  commission  in  an  American  city. 

The  fire  blazed  its  fierce  ways  for  six 
days,  and  then  seemed  to  quiet  down 
preparatory  to  a  complete  dying  out;  but 
fresh  breezes  fanned  it  into  new  life  and 
for  three  more  days  it  roared  along  the 
narrow  and  crooked  streets  and  drove  the 
fleeing  populace  hither  and  thither.  The 
unburned  streets  were  filled  with  young  and 
old  people  and  their  household  goods  and 
carts  and  beasts  of  burden,  and  for  many 
there  was  no  escape  from  flames  which  in- 
sidiously surrounded  them.  There  are 
some  resemblances  to  the  fire  in  Chicago  in 
October,  1871.  There  was  a  river  which 
checked  the  fire ;  there  were  large  wooden 
buildings;  there  were  many  shanties;  and 
many  persons  perished  in  buildings  or  open 
spaces  through  which  the  fire  darted  unex- 
pectedly; there  was  a  helpless  fire  depart- 
ment; there  were  incendiaries  starting  new 
fires,  and  looters  were  everywhere. 


There  is  no  unprejudiced  and  trustworthy 
account  of  the  burning  of  Rome.  Patricians 
who  hated  the  emperor  wrote  the  stories  of 
the  great  conflagration.  It  is  said  that 
men  while  trying  to  check  the  fire  were 
assailed  and  threatened  by  men  who  hurled 
fire  brands  into  the  midst  of  houses,  not 
otherwise  in  danger.  These  fiends  shouted 
that  they  had  authority  to  burn  and  plunder. 
What  authority?  and  why  were  they  given 
it?  and  why  should  they  claim  it?  Did  any 
incendiaries  say  it,  or  was  it  merely  wild 
rumor?  As  Gibbon  says,  "the  most  in- 
credible stories  are  the  best  adapted  to  the 
genius  of  an  enraged  people." 

Many  Conspirators 

Xero  was  suspected.  Conspirators  spread 
reports  that  the  emperor  wanted  the  old 
city  destroyed  and  replaced  by  a  new  and 
better  city.  Then  followed  rumors  that  the 
members  of  a  small  new  religious  sect  had 
started  the  fires  with  the  intention  of  burn- 
ing Rome.  Later,  some  of  these  men  con- 
fessed to  the  crime  of  arson  and  gloried  in 
their  efl'ort  to  destroy  the  city  that  sheltered 
them.  But  at  no  time  was  any  convincing 
evidence  adduced  that  these  men  or  any 
men  or  Nero  or  his  servants  wanted  or  tried 
to  burn  the  capital.  The  great  conflagra- 
tion which  nearly  destroyed  Rome,  like  that 
which  nearly  destroyed  Chicago,  was,  with- 
out reasonable  doubt,  of  accidental  origin, 
in  a  district  of  very  inflammable  construc- 
tion. 

Xero  was  at  Antium,  thirty-five  miles 
away,  when  the  fire  broke  out.  When  he 
heard  that  the  fire  was  a  resistless  conflagra- 
tion and  his  palace  in  danger,  he  returned 
to  Rome  and  led  the  rescuers  and  the  fire- 
fighters. Great  treasures  of  art,  gathered 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  were  consumed 
with  the  palace.  This  was  a  great  personal 
loss  to  the  artist  emperor.  Is  it  not  absurd 
to  say  that  he  would  have  emperiled  these 
prized  works  of  art,  so  laboriously  gathered 
from  Greece,  Egypt,  and  other  conquered 
lands? 

Nero  Was  Generous 

The  young  imperial  ruler  at  once  opened 
the  public  buildings  by  the  river  side  for  the 
homeless.  In  the  midst  of  his  gardens  he 
built  shelters.     To  prevent  greed  from   in- 
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creasing  food  prices  he  fixed  tlie  price  of 
wheat  at  half  the  market  price,  and  shipped 
into  the  city  large  food  supplies  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  the  destitute  inhabitants. 
Nero  did  not  fiddle  while  Rome  burned. 

The  fire  destroyed  ten  of  the  fourteen 
subdivisions  of  the  city.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  despite  the  threats  of  the  looters 
there  was  organized  fire-fighting,  and  the 
flames  for  a  time  seemed  effectually  stayed 
at  the  end  of  the  sixth  day  by  the  deliberate 
demolition  of  blocks  of  buildings.  But 
suddenly,  in  another  part  of  the  city,  as 
was  the  case  in  San  Francisco,  a  new  fire 
broke  out,  and  for  three  more  days  the  city 
was  on  fire. 

Bonuses  To  Builders 

This  was  nearly  1,900  years  ago.  The 
city  was  rebuilt  wisely.  The  streets  were 
widened,  something  that  modern  San  Fran- 
cisco was  unable  to  do.  The  crooked  were 
made  straight.  At  his  own  expense,  the 
artistic  emperor  built  long  rows  of  pillared 
colonnades  in  front  of  the  new  houses, 
luiperial  bonuses  were  paid  owners  who 
rebuilt  within  a  stipulated  time.  Every  new 
building,  by  imperial  command,  must  be 
partly  rebuilt  of  fire-proof  stone,  and 
"party  walls"  were  prohibited.  The  water 
supply  was  increased  and  conserved.  Many 
fountains  were  erected,  and  every  open 
court  had  to  have  accessible  and  abundant 
water  for  the  easy  extinguishment  of  fire. 
The  height  of  buildings  was  limited.  The 
new  city  was  vastly  superior,  in  construc- 
tion and  in  health,  to  the  old  city. 


Twenty  Years  Ago 

B.  Faynionville  was  secretary  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund,  and  the  office  represented 
tho  Rhode  Island  Underwriters  and  the 
Insurance  Company  State  of  Penn. 

Charles  D.  Haven  was  resident  manager 
of  the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe,  which 
then  had  $393,529  Coast  premiums, 

A.  Magill  was  general  agent  for  the  Home 
and  Phoenix,  with  a  total  of  8371,447  Coast 
premiums  for  the  two  companies. 

Belden  &  Cofran  were  manatrers  for  the 
Hartford  Fire,  which  had  §030,757  Coast 
premiums. 


RoUa  V.  Watt  was  manager  for  the  Nor- 
wich Union  and  Royal.  The  Royal's  Coast 
premiums  were  §165,396. 

Brown,  Craig  &  Co.  represented  the 
Phenix,  Greenwich,  Pennsylvania,  Ameri- 
can of  Pa.  and  Svea,  and  ledaU  the  agencies 
in  volume  of  premiums  with  $511,377. 

W.  J.  Callingham  represented  the  Scottish 
Union  &  National  and  the  Orient. 

George  C.  Boardman  was  general  agent 
for  the  .Etna,  which  then  had  ^265,312 
Coast  premiums. 

Tom  C.  Grant  was  general  agent  for  the 
North  British  &  ^Mercantile  which  then  had 
$241,804  Coast  premiums. 

George  H.  Tyson  was  then  as  now, 
general  agent  for  the  German-American, 
which  company  in  1894  had  $231,421  Coast 
premiums. 

W.  S.  Duval  represented  the  Continental, 
which  then  had  §231,168  Coast  premiums. 

Butler  &  Haldan  represented  the  Phoenix 
of  London  and  Providence- Washington. 

Frank  J.  Devlin,  then  as  now,  was  mana- 
ger for  the  Atlas,  which  had  $171,634  Coast 
premiums. 

N.  T.  James  represented  the  Alliance  of 
London. 

Caesar  Bertheau  represented  the  Han- 
over, Germania,  United  Firemens,  and 
Firemen's  of  ^Id. 

William  H.  Friend  was  secretary  of  the 
Sun  of  S.  F. 

Voss,  Conrad  &  Company  represented  the 
Aachen  &  Munich,  Traders,  Glens  Falls 
and  Merchants. 

Franz  Jacoby  represented  the  Prussian- 
National,  which  had  $142,969  premiums. 

Charles  Christensen  had  for  nine  months 
represented  the  American  -  Central,  Dela- 
ware and  Pacific.  The  premium  income  of 
the  office  was  $134,177. 

Catton,  Bell  &  Co.  represented  the  Union 
of  London  with  8130,416  premiums. 

V.  Cams  Driffield  represented  the  Trans- 
Atlantic. 

Walter  Speyer  represented  the  North 
German. 
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H.  W.  Syz  represented  the  Helvetia- 
Swiss  and  the  Baloise. 

Gutte  &  Frank  represented  the  Magde- 
burg. 

Hugh  Craig  represented  the  New  Zealand 
with  $113,734  premiums. 

J.  U.  Reynolds  was  general  agent  for  the 
Westchester  with  |102,521  premiums. 

A.  G.  Dugan  represented  the  Springfield 
with  197,029  premiums. 

John  D.  Bradford  was  general  agent  for 
the  Fire  Association  with  $90, 106  premiums. 

Edward  E.  Potter  represented  the  Frank- 
lin Fire  and  Williamsburg  City,  with  |86,490 
premiums. 

Okell,  Donnell  &  Co.  represented  the 
Patriotic. 

George  W.  Turner  was  general  agent  for 
the  Northwestern  National. 

Warren  &  Langtry  represented  the  Mil- 
waukee Mechanics. 

V.  W.  Gaskill  &  Co.  represented  the 
United  States  Fire. 

There  were  45  general  agencies  and  ap- 
pointments. 


Acknowledged  With  Thanks 

Fireman's  Fund  Register  for  1915,  being 
a  list  of  vessels  owned  on  the  United  States 
Pacific  Coast,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
A  general  hand  book  for  ship  owners  and 
masters. 

Insurance  Digest,  Vol.  27,  for  1914,  by 
Guilford  A.  Deitch.  By  the  Rough  Notes 
Company,  Indianapolis. 

Map  of  the  P.  P.  I.  E.  grounds  at  San 
Francisco,  with  a  brief  descrijition  of  the 
buildings,  illumination  and  artistic  arrange- 
ment in  general.  This  map  is  issued  by 
Geo.  H.  Tyson,  general  agent. 

Territory  of  Hawaii,  6th  Biennial  Report 
of  the  Insurance  Commissioner,  Jan.  1, 
1912— Dec.  31,  1913. 

"Unusual  and  Interesting  Fire  Loss 
Claims,"  an  address  delivered  before  the 
lOlst  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Society  of 
New  York  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  5,  1915,  by 
William  R.  Pitcher. 


Annual  Cyclopedia  of  Insurance 

Hayden's  Annual  Cyclopedia  of  Insur- 
ance in  the  United  States  1913-1914.  This 
useful  work  will  be  a  quarter-century  old 
next  year.  It  is  not  a  very  large  book, 
having  only  649  pages;  but  tlien  valuables 
always  come  done  up  in  small  packages. 

Half  of  this  book  covers  fire  and  marine 
and  half  life,  casualty  and  miscellaneous. 

Contents  are  personal,  company,  legal, 
legislative,  associative,  statistical.  You 
will  always  find  just  what  you  want  in  this 
Cyclopedia,  alphabetically  arranged. 

Price,  $3.00.  Publisher,  The  Insurance 
Journal,  Hartford,  Conn. 


Field  Men 

The  Continental's  field  force  on  this  Coast 

is  as  follows: 

Arthur  G.  Nason  &Co.,  and  F.  P.  Wilson, 

San   Francisco;    George    L.    Mclntire,    Los 

Angeles;  Jay  C.   Wickler,  Sacramento;  W. 

A.    Williams,   Portland;    G.    L.    A.    Lauer, 

Seattle;  J.  W.  Gamble,  Helena. 
The  Fidelity  Phenix  field  men  are: 
Arthur  G.  Nason  &  Co.,  San   Francisco; 

H.  R.  Wickler,  Sacramento;  F.  E.  AldersoH; 

Los  Angeles;  F.  D.  Hougham,  Seattle;    C. 

L.  Bailey,  Spokane. 
The  Fidelity  Underwriters  field  men  are: 
Arthur  G.  Nason  &  Co. ,  and  F.  P.  Wilson, 

San    Francisco;    George   L.    Mclntire,    Los 

Angeles;  Jay  C.  Wickler,  Sacramento. 

The  Hartford  Fire  has  installed  an  exhibit 
in  the  Palace  of  Mines  and  Metallurgy.  You 
are  invited  to  call  and  register  while  on  the 
exposition  grounds.  The  Hartford  booth 
will  be  found  a  most  convenient  and  comfort- 
able place  to  meet  your  friends  and  rest 
when  weary  with  sightseeing.  Supplies  for 
correspondence  will  be  on  hand  and  a 
stenographer  will  be  at  your  service  to 
write  letters  or  telephone  for  you.  Mail 
may  be  addressed  in  care  of  The  Hartford 
Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Undertaker  an  Insurer.  —  Contracts  binding 
an  undertaker  to  furnish  respectable  funer- 
als held  contracts  of  insurance,  rendering 
him  subject  to  regulation,  under  Gen.  Code 
§  670.— 107  N.  E.  758. 


150 


Coast  Review  Extra 


Program  for  "Nine  Years    After"'    Event, 
Saturday,  April   17,    1915 

10a.  m.  }nUtary  Parade— lAne  of  march: 
Start  at  City  Hall,  north  on  Van  Xess 
avenue  to  Lombard,  west  on  Lombard  to 
Steiner,  north  on  Steiner  to  Chestnut,  west 
on  Chestnut  to  Scott  street  entrance. 

Parade  to  be  as  follows: 

First  Division:  Squad  of  mounted  police, 
governor  mayor,  president  of  exposition, 
committee  of  arrangements,  directors  of 
exposition,  fire  commissioners,  city  officials, 
in  autos. 

Second  Division;  Major  General  Arthur 
Murray,  commanding  troops,  United  States 
Army. 

Third  Division  :  Thomas  R.  Murphy, 
marshal;  local  and  visiting  fire  departments. 

Fourth  Division:  T.  A.  Xerney,  marshal; 
representatives  of  state  and  local  military 
organizations. 

Fifth  Division:  Fred  Swanton,  marshal; 
concessionaires. 

Sixth  Division:  Wm.  Klinger,  marshal; 
Insurance  representatives  and  citizens  in 
automobiles. 

Seventh  Division  :  Col.  T.  F.  O'Neii, 
marshal;  municipal  employees. 

11  a.  in.  Revku-  of  Parade  and  exercises  in 
front  of  Fountain  of  Energy,  Exposition 
grounds. 

Exercises:  Address  by  President  Chas.  C. 
Moore;  reply  on  behalf  of  the  insurance 
world  by  Hon.  Morgan  G.  Bulkley,  former 
governor  of  Connecticut  and  U.  S.  senator. 
Address  by  governor  or  representative. 
Address  by  Mayor  Rolph  and  awarding  of 
Scanlan,  SulHvan  and  Rainey  medals  to 
members  of  San  Francisco  Fire  Department 
for  heroic  deeds.  Address  by  Major  General 
Arthur  Murray.  Acceptance  by  John  T. 
Fogarty,  president  of  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners, National  anthem  by  Panama- 
Pacific  Exposition  official  band. 

2  p.  m.  Mines  i?escwf  demonstration,  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Mines. 

2:30  p.  m.  Competition  Exhibition  and  Drills 
on  Drill  Tower  in  front  of  Fire  Station  No. 
2  on  "Zone."  Judges  —  Chief  Tliomas  R. 
Murphy,  former  Assistant  Chief  John  Mc- 
Closkey,  Chief  J.  F.  Layden,  2nd  Assistant 
Chief  John  Conlon  and  Capt.  Chas.  Cullen. 


Event  1  —  Standing  on  sills  drill.  Two 
men  from  each  team,  using  two  ladders. 
Start  from  safety  net  on  signal,  go  to  fifth 
story  window  of  tower  and  return  to  net. 
Medals  to  winning  team. 

Event  2 — Standing  on  ladders.  Two  men 
from  each  team,  using  two  ladders.  Start 
from  safety  net  on  signal,  go  to  fifth-story 
window  of  tower  and  return  to  net.  Medals 
to  winning  team. 

Event  3 — Rescue  drills.  Three  men  from 
each  team,  using  one  ladder  and  one  life 
line.  Two  men  start  from  safety  net  on 
signal,  go  to  fifth  floor  of  tower,  make  life 
line  fast.  One  member  of  team  to  bring 
down  third  member  of  team  from  fifth  floor 
on  life  line  with  him.  Second  meml:>er  of 
team  to  follow  down,  using  Pompier  ladder. 
Medals  to  winning  team. 

Event  4  —  Stand  pipe  and  ladder  drill. 
Four  men  from  each  team,  using  one  32- 
foot  straight  ladder,  one  section  (50  feet)  of 
2f  inch  hose  and  shut-off"  nozzle.  Start  on 
signal  from  ground,  raise  32-foot  ladder,  go 
up  inside  stairway  to  fifth  floor  of  tower. 
Raise  and  connect  50  foot  section  of  2j  inch 
hose  and  shut-off  nozzle.  Take  line  to  roof 
of  fifth  floor  tower  and  play  stream.  Time 
taken  from  starting  signal  until  stream  from 
nozzle  hits  mark.  Competing  teams  may 
raise  hose  in  any  manner  they  elect.  Hoze, 
nozzle  and  nozzle-holder  being  on  ground 
beside  ladder,  not  connected.  Medals  to 
winning  team. 

Event  5  —  Exhibition,  not  competitive. 
Shooting  life  gun  and  rescue  with  life  line. 
Jumping  into  life  net. 

4  p.  m.  Exhibition  Drill  by  United  States 
Life  Saving  crew  in  Yacht  Harbor. 

8  p.  m.  Grand  Fire  Works  Display  and 
special  illumination  of  the  Tower  of  Jewels. 

8:30  p.  m.  Bunmvj  of  Ship  off  Exposition 
Grounds.     Fire  to  be   extinguished  by   fire 
boat.     Carnival  and  dancing  on  "Zone." 
Sunday,  April  18th 

3  p.  m.  Court  of  Universe,  Exposition 
grounds.  Special  "Xine  Years  After  Thanks- 
giving Services."  Chorus  of  one  thousand 
voices. 

Invocation.     Rt.  Rtv.  A\'m.  F.  Nichols. 

San  Francisco — The  Now  City.  Rt.  Rev. 
Etlward  J.  Hanna. 
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Crowned  by  the   Exposition.     Benj.  Ide 

Wheeler,  President  University  of  CaHfornia. 

In  the  Triumph  of   Peace.     David   Starr 

Jordan.  Chancellor  Leland  Stanford  Junior 

University. 

By  a  Co-operative  Spirit.      Rev.    F.    W. 
Clampett,  D.  D. 

Through  the  Brotherhood  of  ^lan.     Rabbi 
Martin  A.  Meyer. 
Benediction.      Rev.  Edwin  H.  Hughes. 
Thornwell  Mullally,  Chairman, 
Committee  on  Special  Events,    Mili- 
tary Affairs  and  Athletics. 


61  Percent  Loss 

Fire  losses  incurred  in  Idaho  last  year 
were  61  percent  of  the  premiums  received. 
As  expenses  average  40  percent,  the  fire 
underwriters  lost  money  in  Idaho — as  usual. 


Hawaii 

In  Hawaii  in  1913  there  were  no  losses  on 
burglary,  package  and  medical  defense  risks. 
In  1912  there  were  no  losses  on  either  burg- 
lary or  fidelity  and  surety  risks.  In  1913 
the  U.  S.  F.  G.  took  in  §il  1,284  in  fidelity 
and  surety  premiums  and  paid  out  $8,009 
losses  besides  commissions  and  expenses. 
In  1913  automobile  risks  brought  in  $24,737 
losses  with  $2,927  losses. 

From  1903  to  1913  inclusive  there  were 
$1,305  burglary  premiums  and  $34  losses; 
$200,974  accident  and  health  premiums  and 
$50,818  losses;  $77,973  automobile  premiums 
and  $15,298  losses;  $119,616  liability  pi-em- 
iums  and  $22,356  losses;  $204,678  fidelity 
and  surety  premiums  and  only  $9,060  losses. 
Total  miscellaneous  premiums,  $622,772; 
losses,  $100,091. 


In  order  that  San  Francisco  shall  not  be 
behind  otlier  cities  in  its  fire  prevention 
system  and  that  it  shall  be  recognized  as  not 
only  having  the  best  fire  department  for 
extinguishing  fires,  but  that  it  may  also 
adopt  the  best  means  to  prevent  fires,  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
San  Francisco  have  had  a  report  prepared 
on  the  Fire  Prevention  Bureaus  of  the 
United  States  by  Heller  and  Wilson,  con- 
snlting  engineers  and  experts  on    fire   pro- 


■  tection.  As  a  fitting  part  for  the  exercises 
for  the  observance  of  Fire  Prevention  Day, 
April  17th,  this  report  will  be  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  by  Mr. 
Heller.  It  is  to  serve  as  the  foundation  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Fire  Prevention 
Bui-eau  in  San  Francisco  following  the 
methods  which  are  in  use  in  the  lai'ger 
cities  of  the  East. 


Northwest    Unprofitable 

Fire  insurance  companies  show  heavy 
losses  above  income  in  the  Northwest  dur- 
ing the  year  1914.  It  has  never  been  a 
profitable  field  and  is  getting  worse.  Returns 
received  from  a  number  of  companies  in  the 
state  of  Washington  show: 

Premiums $2,671,296 

Losses  and  expenses      .    .    .     2,853,288 

Loss   to  companies 181,992 

The  current  year  has  made  a  very  bad 
start,  and  an  increase  in  rates  will  soon 
have  to  be  made,  to  meet  the  abnormal  loss 
record. 

The  state  of  Oregon  shows  a  heavy  loss  to 
the  companies  also;  and  Idaho  has  made  its 
usual  bad  record  with  heavy  losses  to  com- 
panies operating  in  that  state. 


Incendiary. — Miss  Lydia  Brewer,  owner 
of  Van  Ness  hotel,  619  Van  Ness  avenue, 
S.  F.,  smelled  smoke  on  the  third  floor  of 
tlie  hotel  and  traced  the  odor  to  a  bathroom. 
There  she  found  three  lighted  candles  sur- 
rounded by  rubbish.  She  stamped  out  the 
lights  and  then  reported  the  matter  to  the 
police. 

The  Hartford  Agent  prints  a  picture  of 
the  Hartford  Fire  agent  at  Antioch,  Cal., 
H.  F.  Beede,  who  was  appointed  December 
22,  1880,  a  very  long  time  ago.  Mr.  Beede 
went  to  Antioch  in  1868. 


Suicide. — Wm.  Egard,  a  solicitor,  com- 
mitted suicide  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Penn 
Mutual  in  San  Francisco,  last  week.  A 
letter  to  the  coroner  said  he  killed  himself 
because  he  had  no  money. 


The  Northern  Life  of  Seattle  will   occupy 
its  new  building  in  about  40  days. 
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Pacific  Coast  (Life)  Securities  Co. 

Corporation  Commissioner  H.  L.  Carnahan 
has  refused  to  permit  tlie  Pacific  Coast 
Securities  Company  of  San  Francisco  and 
Oakland  to  sell  5,000  shares  of  its  capital 
stock  at  $15  a  share.  The  ground  stated  is 
that  the  company's  business  is  "unfair, 
unjust  and  inequitable,"  and  that  it  does 
not  intend  to  do  a  fair  and  honest  business. 

Carnahan  charges  E.  H.  McConkey,  vice- 
president,  with  failing  to  report  the  true 
status  of  the  company's  aflfairs.  He  says 
that  McConkey  failed  to  report  the  loss  of 
the  agency  of  the  California  State  Life  Insur- 
ance company. 

"If  apphcants  are  dishonest  with  this 
department,"  says  Carnahan  in  denying 
the  application,  "it  is  a  fair  conclusion  that 
they  will  also  be  dishonest  in  their  dealings 
with  the  public  to  whom  they  desire  to  sell 
their  securities." 

AValter  A.  Gompertz,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  company,  says  that  the  concern 
is  perfectly  legitimate,  and  has  been  doing 
business  for  the  last  three  years;  that  it  is 
general  agent  for  the  California  State  Life, 
and  in  order  to  finance  agents  has  been 
selling  stock.  It  has  disposed  of  about 
$80,000  worth. 

Carnahan  claims  that  the  California  Life 
has  revoked  its  agency. 

The  officers  of  the  concern  are : 

President,  Ergo  R.  Majors,  Oakland; 
vice  president,  E.  H.  McConkey;  secretary, 
W.  A.  Gompertz,  Berkeley;  assistant  sec- 
retary, E.  Sjosten,  Oakland. 

Other  directors — P.  A.  Vollmer,  cashier 
of  the  Anglo  -  California  Trust  Company, 
Oakland  branch,  and  Dr.  W.  D.  Hunting- 
ton, Oakland. 


The  Millers  National  of  Chicago,  which 
had  paid  all  fees  to  the  California  state 
insurance  department,  is  still  waiting  for 
a  license.  The  company,  which  has  over  a 
million  net  surplus,  is  preparing  to  bring 
suit  against  the  new  commissioner  and  his 
bondsmen   lor  a  license  and  for  damages. 

Salt  Lake  City. — Heralded  by  unwonted 
thunder  claps,  a  hurricane  descended  on 
Salt  Lake  City  Saturday  noon.      The   wind 


blew  seventy-two  miles  an  hour  for  a  few 
minutes,  this  being  the  second  greatest 
wind  velocity  ever  recorded  here.  Tlie 
strongest  wind  Salt  Lake  ever  experienced 
was  seventy-five  miles  an  hour.  Windows 
were  broken,  signboards  and  trees  blown 
down,  awnings  dislodged  and  wires  tangled 
during  the  fifteen  minutes  the  swirling  gusts 
lasted. 


Lumber  Fire 

Vancouver,  B.  C,  April  6. — Complix,  a 
lumbering  town  at  the  north  end  of  Arrow 
Lakes,  Kootenay,  was  practically  destroyed 
by  fire  last  night,  with  a  loss  of  §250,000. 
Fourteen  million  feet  of  lumber  owned  by 
the  Forest  Mills,  a  lightdraft  river  steamer, 
several  mill  buildingie  and  plant,  a  hotel  and 
seventeen  dwelling  houses  were  burned. 
The  fire  is  believed  to  have  been  incendiary. 
The  cut  lumber  was  valued  at  $200,000,  which 
was  insured  to  90  percent  of  its  value. 


Boiler  and  Machinery  Business  in  California 

Prems.  Losses 

Rec'd  Paid 

Casualty  Co.  of  A $*— 489  $  .   .   . 

Employers'  Liability  Assur.    .   .        236 

Fidelity  &  Casualty 10.457 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler 39.907  1,981 

London  G.it  A 1,026  .   .   . 

Maryland 6,194  .   .   . 

Ocean  A.»t  G 499  ... 

Royal  Indemnity      1,166  .   .   . 

United  States  C 248  ... 

Totals $59,243  $1,981 

•  Excess  of  reinsurance  and  return  premiums  paid 
over  premiums  received. 


Sample  of  an  ELxpert 

Here  is  the  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Virginia  alive, 
well  and  growing,  with  over  11  millions  of 
assets.  And  yet  we  recall  the  fact  that 
Wolfe,  a  professional  examiner  who  seems 
to  love  the  limelight,  made  a  sensational 
report  about  its  liabilities,  some  years  ago. 
Which  adverse  report  was  turned  down  and 
ignored  by  the  state  authorities,  and  did  no 
harm  to  the  Virginia. 


Marine. — The  Spanish  -  U.  S.  war  stamp 
tax  on  marine  policies  has  been  held  at 
Washington  by  the  supreme  court  as 
unconstitutional  because  a  tax  on   exports. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 

LIFE,    CASUALTY,    ETC. 
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Invited  Death  by  Shooting  is  Not  an 
Accident 

"  When  a  person  voluntarily  invites 
another  to  deadly  encounter,  if  mortally 
wounded,  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  acci- 
dental," declares  the  supreme  court  in  a 
decision  filed  at  Sacramento  by  the  supreme 
court  last  week  in  the  case  of  Agnes  M. 
Price  against  the  Occidental  Life  Insurance 
Company,  which  she  sued  for  $2,500  for 
the  tragic  death  of  her  husband  William 
A.  Price,  on  July  5, 1910,  in  Madera  county. 

Price  and  Frank  Kates  had  trouble  on 
the  date  mentioned,  and  in  an  encounter 
Kates  shot  and  killed  Price.  The  court 
declares  that  the  dead  man  invited  the 
fight,  and  the  fact  that  he  died  from  wounds 
inflicted  at  that  time  precludes  his  benefic- 
iary from  recovering  the  amount  of  the 
insurance.  It  was  necessary  that  the  plain- 
tiff prove  that  the  cause  of  death  was  due 
to  accident.  This  could  not  be  proved,  for 
it  is  claimed  that  Price  assumed  the  risk  of 
death  when  he  attacked  Kates.  The  su- 
preme court  affirmed  the  Madera  courts 
which  refused  Mrs.  Price  the  plaintiff,  the 
right  to  recover  from  the  insurer. 


W.  C.  A. — Chasing  a   Hat 

Chasing  a  fellow- workman's  hat  led  to  an 
unsuccessful  claim  for  compensation  at  the 
Salford  county  court  recently.  The  man 
explained  that  he  threw  down  his  tools  to 
chase  another  workman's  hat  that  had 
blown  off.  As  he  stooped  to  pick  up  the 
hat  he  was  struck  by  a  heavy  clinker, 
thrown  by  the  owner  of  the  hat  with  the 
object  of  stopping  its  progress.  He  was 
away  from  work  two  months.  His  em- 
ployers admitted  the  facts,  but  urged  that 
the  accident  did  not  arise  out  of  the  employ- 
ment. For  the  workman  it  was  contended 
that  he  was  entitled  to  compensation  because 
it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  employers  that 
all  the  workmen  should  be  interrupted  as 
little  as  possible  in  their  duties,  and  if  the 
claimant  had  not  stopped  the  hat  it  might 
have  blown  over  a  wall   and  caused   much 


more  delay.  Judge  Mellor,  K.  C,  held 
that  the  workmen's  injury  was  purely  an 
accident,  for  which  the  employers  could  not 
be  held  liable,  and  gave  an  award  in  their 
favor. — Insurance,  Cape  Town. 


Bankrupt's  Life  Insurance 

Under  Bankr.  Act,  §  70a,  a  trustee  has  no 
right  to  an  insurance  policy  having  no  cash 
surrender  value,  and  is  entitled  to  such 
surrender  value  only,  though  the  entire  pro- 
ceeds become  available  before  adjudication. 
King  v.  Miles,  67  So.  182. 

Where  policies  were  assigned  to  secure  a 
debt  exceeding  their  surrender  value,  and 
were  exempt  under  Laws  1908,  c.  175,  court 
in  suit  between  trustee  in  bankruptcy,  and 
assignee  held  to  have  no  power  to  adjudi- 
cate the  title  to  the  policies. — Id. 

Bankrupt,  by  listing  insurance  policies  in 
schedule,  held  not  to  have  waived  exemp- 
tion thereof.— King  v.  Miles,  67  So.  182. 


Law  Against   Estimates   of  Profits    or 
Dividends 

If  the  life  insurance  agents  who  are,  in 
spite  of  the  statutory  prohibition,  still  in- 
clined to  overstep  the  mark,  could  read  the 
complaints  that  have  been  received  by  the 
department  of  insurance  from  policyholders 
who  have  been  disappointed  in  the  profits 
realized  on  their  policies,  there  would  be  a 
speedy  termination  of  the  practice,  assum- 
ing that  a  life  insurance  agent  is  building 
for  the  future  as  well  as  for  the  present,  and 
that  he  has  in  mind  the  interests  of  the 
company  when  the  dividend  periods  of  the 
policies  he  is  now  writing  come  to  mature. 
As  a  rule  it  is  against  the  agent  that  the 
vituperation  of  the  disappointed  policy- 
holder is  directed.  The  company  is  for  him 
more  or  less  an  abstraction,  but  in  the 
agent  he  has  something  tangible,  against 
which  to  direct  his  attack,  and  whether  the 
agent  is  with  the  same  company  or  with 
another  company  such  a  result  must  be 
greatly  to  his  disadvantage. — G.  D.  Finlay- 
son,  Dominion  Supt.  of  Ins. 
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"Insurance  for  the  Sake  of  Insurance"  is 
the  title  of  an  article  by  Leon  F.  Foss  in  The 
Standard.  "Ordinary' '  policies  are  favored 
as  against  endowment  and  limited  payment 
ones.  A  table  gives  year  by  year  for  twenty 
years  the  increasing  self  endowment  and 
the  decreasing  amount  at  company's  risk. 
But  the  ordinary  policy  would  likewise 
show  gains  in  the  one  column  and  decreases 
in  the  other.  The  Foss  argument  is  only 
comparative,  and  really  is  an  argument  for 
the  "natural  premium"  policy,  which  gives 
the  greatest  amount  at  "company's  risk." 
The  fact  is  beyond  dispute  that  all  legal 
reserve  policies  should  be  "endowment" — 
oh,  foolish  name  —  that  is  payable  at  a 
stipulated  time  or  at  prior  death.  There 
would  then  be  no  swindling  by  the  sale  of 
"limited"  as  "endowment."  Every  life 
policy  should  state  in  bold  type, 

"This  policy  is  payable  at  age  (giving  age 
and  date  of  payment)  or  at  prior  death,  if 
then  in  force." 

The  law  should  prohibit — good  common 
sense  should  stop  at  once — the  issuance  of 
life  policies  with  no  age  limit  to  the  pay- 
ment of  premiums.  Such  a  law,  or  uni- 
versal practice,  making  all  life  policies 
"endowment"  would  boom   life  insurance. 


The  Prudential  Now  Sells  Only  Participating 
Insurance. — Agents  of  The  Prudential  Insur- 
ance Company  of  America  began,  on  Mon- 
day, April  .5th,  to  sell  participating  policies 
of  life  insurance,  in  accordance  with  recent 
action  taken  by  the  board  of  directors  under 
the  provision  of  a  new  law  signed  by 
Governor  Fielder  of  New  Jersey.  In  future 
all  Prudential  policies  will  be  participating 
in  form  as  well  as  in  fact.  Outstanding 
Prudential  policies  have  now  automatically 
become  participating  without  the  necessity 
of  legislation  and  policyholders  will  benefit 
accordingly. 

Montana's  new  compensation  law  is 
effective  July  1. 


Answers 

H.  B. — The  ^tna  Life  and  the  Union 
Central  Life  are  the  only  companies  creat- 
ing paid-up  capital  out  of  the  surplus  funds, 
as  far  as  we  know. 


Acknowledged  With  Thanks 

"Directions  for  Living  and  Sleeping  in 
the  Open  Air"  (twenty- four  pages)  contains 
the  necessary  information  for  the  cure  of 
tuberculosis  at  home.  Profusely  illustrated 
with  diagrams  and  plans  for  the  construc- 
tion of  shacks,  covered  porches,  etc. 

"Hints  and  Helps  for  Tuberculosis  Pa- 
tients" gives  in  detail  the  rules  that  patients 
should  follow  if  they  desire  to  be  restored 
to  health  and  working  efficiency.  All 
persons  having  the  disease  or  threatened 
with  it  should  have  a  copy. 

"Smallpox  and  its  Prevention"  (ten  pages) 
describes  the  nature  of  this  disease  and  the 
value  of  vaccination;  emphasizes  the  fact 
that  the  disease  rarely  attacks  those  who 
have  been  vaccinated.  Printed  in  English 
and  French. 

"Teeth,  Tonsils  and  Adenoids"  (sixteen 
pages)  emphasizes  the  need  of  the  care  of 
the  teeth;  shows  the  proper  way  of  brush- 
ing the  teeth  and  the  bad  effects  of  careless- 
ness. Illustrated.  Printed  in  English, 
German,  French,  Polish,  Italian  and  Yid- 
dish. 

The  foregoing  are  printed  for  free  distri. 
bution  by  the  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Co.  of 
New  York. 


Accident  on  the  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  in  Cali- 
fornia.    Many  hurt. 

Accident  on  the  Southern  Pacific  in  Cali- 
fornia.    Several  hurt. 

Another  accident  on  the  Southern  Pacific 
R.  R.  One  man  killed  and  several  men 
iniured. 


Misrepresentations.  —  A  life  policy  held  gov- 
erned by  Rev.  St.  1909,  so  that  insurer 
could  not  defeat  a  recovery  for  insured's 
misrepresentations  as  to  the  condition  of 
his  health,  unless  that  condition  contrib- 
uted to  his  death. — Dodt  v.  Prudential  Ins. 
Co.  of  America,  171  S.  W.  655. 
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Leaky  Taps  Lower  Fernie  Reservoir 

Fernie,  B.  C,  April  11. — The  water  works 
superintendent  and  staff  are  busy  inspecting 
waterworks  fittings  in  view  of  the  serious 
situation  arising  from  the  Fairy  creek  main 
not  filling  the  reserve  reservoir,  the  cause 
for  which  the  city  engineer  considers  is 
defective  fittings.  "Where  leaky  taps  are 
found  in  private  dwellings,  the  owner  is 
given  48  hours  to  repair  or  have  the  water 
turned  off.  A  thorough  inspection  of  all 
the  main  fittings  will  also  be  made  soon. 


Oregon  Loss  Ratio  73  Percent 

Figures  of  premiums  and  losses  in  Oregon 
last  year,  as  reported  to  The  Coast  Review, 
give  an  average  loss  ratio  of  73  per 
cent.  For  the  blessed  privilege  of  doing 
business  in  Oregon  the  fire  underwriters 
made  a  net  loss  of  about  0350,000. 


Washington  Fire  Loss  Ratio    63    Percent 

Figures  reported  to  the  Coast  Review 
indicate  for  the  state  of  Washington  a  loss 
incurred  ratio  of  63  percent  of  the  premiums 
last  year.  The  net  loss  of  the  companies 
appears  to  have  been  more  than  $200,000, 
after  paying  losses,  expenses  and  special 
taxes. 

California. — Grand  and  trial  jurors  will 
hereafter  receive  §3  a  day. 

Sacramento. — Registration  of  life  policies 
bill  was  passed  by  the  senate.  It  must  be 
bad,  as  Kehoe,  insurance  baiter,  intro- 
duced it. 


Inland  Marine  Loss. — The  Steamboat  Mon- 
arch sprang  a  leak  while  on  San  Francisco 
bay  and  was  just  able  to  land  at  Selby  and 
save  her  65  passengers.  Then  she  sank. 
The  boat's  carpenter  says  the  Monarch  was 
built  for  river  travel  and  the  bay  waves 
opened  her  seams. 


California  Marine  Premiums  in  1914  increased 
some  $129,000.  Losses  were  $600,000  less. 
Loss  ratio  was  54.2  against  81.5.  The 
amount  written  $100,000,000  less.  The 
amount  in  force  gained  nearly  $4,000,000. 
These  figures,  however,  have  no  particular 
significance. 


Plate    Glass    Business   in  California   Last 
Year 

Prems.  Losses 

Company  Rec'd  Paid 

^=Etna  A.  &  L $    8,414  $  2.564 

Casualty  Co.  of  A 1,296  531 

Commonwealth  B 619  159 

Employers  Liability 3,996  1,084 

Fidelity  &  Casualty      25,106  8.469 

Fidelity  <fc  D 44,148  7,561 

Globe  Ind 4,619  876 

Great  Eastern  C 2,356  985 

Guardian  C.  <&  G 84  ... 

Hartford  Acci.  &  Ind 394  .       . 

Lloyds  Plate  Glass 12,416  2,607 

London  &  Lancashire 6,447  1,659 

Maryland 14,275  3.014 

Massachusetts  Bonding  ....  4,802  1,248 

Metropolitan 14.054  4,179 

Midland 51 

New  Amsterdam  C 5,524  1,309 

New  England 652  264 

New  Jersey 6,758  2,184 

New  York 18.031  6.698 

Ocean  Acci.  &  Guar 3,752  429 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty 104  255 

Pacific  .Surety *— 1,930  6,306 

Prudential * — 202  574 

Royal  Indemnity 8,850  2,191 

Southwestern  S 2,445  672 

United  .States 1,432  474 

United  States  F.  &  G 8.309  1,449 

Western  Ind 4,334  1,166 

Totals S  203,269             $  57.905 

*  Excess  of  reinsurance  and  return  premiums  over 
gross  premiums. 


Explosion. — That  was  a  big  explosion  dam- 
age at  Kansas  City.  A  seven-story  cooling 
plant  was  wrecked.  It  is  a  total  loss.  The 
stock  of  fresh  meats  was  charred.  The  loss 
was  about  $600,000. 


The  merging  of  the  Equitable  Surety  and 
the  New  England  C.  as  a  new  company  is 
rumored. 

The  Postal  Casualty  Co.  is  the  latest.  It 
will  write  you  right  off  by  mail  while  you 
wait.     Weigh  it. 

Denver. — G.  L.  Schuyler  succeeds  A.  B. 
Williams  as  state  agt.  for  Connecticut  Fire. 

Arizona  has  barred  the  fraternal  Heralds 
of  Liberty,  as  having  an  odorous  financial 
egg. 

Industrial  insurance  outstanding  in  U.  S. 
gained  nearly  a  billion  in  1914. 
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FIRE     AND     MARINE     INSURANCE 


All  Fire  Mutual  Policyholders  in  Cal- 
ifornia Are   Assessable 

Under  the  statutes  of  California  all  fire 
mutual  policyholders  in  California  are 
assessable  under  their  mutual  contracts. 
The  law  is  quite  plain. 

No  fire  mutual  can  abrogate  this  law. 

No  fire  mutual  does  abrogate  it. 

No  mutual  policy  issued  in  California 
explicitly  agrees  that  because  of  the  pay- 
ment of  premium  in  cash  the  policyholder 
shall  not  be  liable  to  assessment. 

The  words  "it  is  understood"  there  shall 
be  no  liability  to  an  assessment  under  this 
policy  is  not  an  agreement. 

The  holder  of  a  policy  issued  by  a  mutual 
from  any  state  is  subject  to  the  by-laws  of 
such  company  —  and  the  by-law's  of  all 
mutuals  provide  for  the  levying  of  an 
assessment  to  meet  losses. 

In  any  event,  the  laws  of  California  make 
the  holder  of  any  fire  mutual  policyholder 
liable  for  assessments  to  pay  losses. 

The  history  of  the  California  Farmers,  a 
fire  mutual,  may  be  recalled  as  something 
to  the  point.  The  many  policyholders  of 
that  skyrocket  were  sure  they  were  not 
subject  to  any  assessment;  but  the  court 
and  the  shei'ifF  thought  they  were.  The 
receiver  levied  assessments  and  collected 
them  from  the  distressed  policyholders, 
much  to  their  grief  and  expense  and  furtlier 
loss  of  time  in  responding  to  summons. 


9  Years  After 

"The  great  insurance  companies  fulfilled 
their  obligations,  and  if  they  had  been 
untrue  to  their  trust  the  rehabilitation  of 
San  Francisco  would  have  been  impossible 
and  this  exposition  would  have  been  im- 
possible. So  this  great  exposition  itself  ia 
the  finest  exhibit  the  insurance  men  can 
offer. 

"I  wish  to  make  public  acknowledgment 
of  the  services  of  Insurance  Commissioner 
Hathaway  and  his  associates,  who  have 
brought    150  insurance  congresses    to  San 


Francisco  and  who  rendered  such  invaluable 
services  to  the  exposition.  Among  the 
many  agencies  and  forces  which  have  built 
this  great  exposition  the  insurance  men 
stand  well  to  the  fore." — President  Moore, 
in  his  address  on  the  fair  grounds,  April  17. 


The  Parade  in  San  Francisco 

The  9  Years  After  celebration  was  an 
enthusiastic  aff'air.  The  fifth  division  of 
the  great  parade  was  taken  up  entirely  by 
insurance  people.  There  were  more  than 
a  hundred  auto  loads  of  insurance  men  and 
women.  All  were  plentifully  supplied  with 
banners,  pennants  and  serpentines  with 
which  they  entangled  the  occupants  of  the 
various  machines. 

Three  floats  representing  San  Francisco 
before  the  fire,  immediately  after  the  con- 
flagration and  San  Francisco  of  today  were 
loudly  applauded  all  along  the  line. 

The  "Before  the  Fire"  float  represented 
old  San  Francisco  with  its  famous  landmarks 
and  buildings  neatly  represented. 

"After  the  Fire"  showed  the  ruins  with 
great  steel  girders  twisted  and  fallen, 
buildings  crumpled  into  a  mass  of  stone 
and  brick  and  thoroughfares  piled  with 
debris. 

'  'San  Francisco  Today' '  pictured  San  Fran- 
cisco rebuilt  and  finer  than  ever. 


Jetsam 

A  term  descriptive  of  goods  which,  by  the 
act  of  the  owner,  have  been  voluntarily  cast 
ovarboard  from  a  vessel,  in  a  storm  or  other 
emergency,  to  lighten  the  ship.  1  C.  B, 
113. 

Jetsam  is  where  goods  are  cast  into  the 
sea,  and  there  sink  and  remain  under 
water.     1  Bl.  Comm,  292. 

Flotsam 

Jetsam  difi'ers  from  "flotsam"  in  this: 
that  in  the  latter  the  goods  float,  while  in 
the  former  they  sink,  and  remain  under 
water.  It  dift'ers  also  from  "ligan." — From 
Black's  Law  Dictionary. 
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CALIFORNIA   MARINE   BUSINESS  IN   1914 

Amount  Premiums       Net  Losses  Loss  In  Force  Dec.  filst. 

Company  Written  Rec'd  Paid  Ratio  Risks  Premiums 

^tna 114,277,579  $285,395  |243,361  85.3  $3,336,370  $203,796 

Alliance 556,222  1,425  *— 1,027  .    .  144,298  970 

Alliance  Insur 2,598,757  42,187  29,982  71.0  516,866  31,931 

Allianz  Insur.     .....  2,009,610  32,119  9,156  28.5  402,686  19,570 

American  &  Foreign    .    .  30,620,587  18,366  794  4.3  15,485  25 

Atlantic  Mutual     ....  1,031,230  3,368  579,865  841 

Boston 2,624,025  93,031  82,753  88.9  798,257  79,293 

British  &  Foreign     .    .    .  37,491,563  113,570  14,776  13.0  389,398  23,907 

Canton  Ins.  Office        .    .  23,033,424  122,8.37  99,492  80.9  1,430,156  62,025 

Columbia 180,212  956  1,273  132.0  9,010  363 

Commercial  Union  Assur.  57,777,457  31,412  25,918  82.5  261,450  7,813 

Continental 9,200  96  4,500  64 

Federal     12,164,853  38,476  26,349  68.4  415,845  19,868 

Fireman's  Fund    ....  92,051,560  899,890  199,016  49.7  4,548,694  192,133 

Fonciere 7,890,032  25,567  13,988  54.7  371,236  8,486 

General  of  Germany     .    .  1,788,395  5,511  7,950  144.2  1,898  6 

Hartford  Fire 347,103  4,376  537  12.2  347,103  4,376 

Home  of  New  York  .    .    .  9,528,085  43,906  12,061  27.4  2,558,188  37,184 

Indemnity 993,326  14,944  4,148  27.8  168,889  6,747 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  Amer.  7,433,627  150,061  89,719  59.7  1,939,394  83,480 

London  Assur 14,949,936  31,193  24,678  79.1  547,921  13,128 

Mannheim 31,356,560  84,080  41,680  49.5  759,666  39,233 

Marine 6,538.501  7,550  542  7.1  145,554  978 

Maritime 2,475,555  52,747  18,467  35.0  820,873  29,114 

Massachusetts 2,064,061  17,782  1,070  6.0  317,536  7,172 

Michigan  Commercial  .    .  102,802  4,565  2,175  47.6  7,409  989 

Nord  Deutsche 8,763,512  45,226  16,693  36.9  

North  China 7,579,977  35,635  15,921  44.6  315,083  13,369 

Ocean 4,898,447  23,784  16,697  70.2  310,940  10,609 

Phoenix  Assur 3,959,639  69,861  37,896  54.2  385,155  29,203 

Providence-Washington  4,551,847  57,699  38,201  66.2  645,267  38,854 

Queen 5,057,551  1,344  54,830  83 

Reliance 709,445  5,735  14  .    .  264,530  1,716 

Royal 5,536,053  7,556  1,078  14.2  88,972  489 

Sea 13,071,356  48,306  10,304  21.3  209,905  2,325 

St.  PaulF.  &M 6,692,296  66,549  43,808  65.8  1,472,803  35,135 

Standard 20,175,975  103,034  38,263  37.1  1,266,856  46,669 

Subscribers  at  U.S.Lloyds  8,284,784  29,012  18,882  65.0  375,882  4,377 

Switzerland  Gen' 1     .    .    .  32,509,560  184,382  62,274  33.7  1,465,474  61,891 

Thames  &  Mersey     .    .    .  6,604,310  62,217  30,903  49.6  1,122,771  37,761 

Union  Marine 1,696,137  101,928  58,486  57.6  1,129,255  56,963 

Western  Assur 5,936,042  48,738  20,046  41.3  873,135  33,150 

Yang-tsze 13,416,816  77,846  49,824  64.0     961,442  42,345 

Totals $511,338^09  $2^94^264  §1,408,159  54.2  $39,182,438  $1,288,434 

*  Reinsurance  premiums  received  exceeded  losses  paid. 
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Idaho  Fire  Business 

in  1914 

Reported  to  the  Coast  Review 

Written 

Prems.     Losses  Inc. 

jEtna 

11. 442,060 

$28,392 

$21,570 

Aachen  &  Munich  .   . 

348.894 

7,430 

5,897 

Agricultural 

274,188 

5,700 

7,145 

Alliance 

186,070 

2,996 

3.476 

American,  N.  J.    ... 

371,000 

7,630 

504 

American  Central     .   . 

1.101,492 

20.756 

21,816 

Atlas 

835,452 
200,185 

15,827 
4,424 

9,525 

British  America  .   .  . 

1,413 

California 

705,083 

13,350 

7,514 

Caledonian 

394,380 

8,924 

6,291 

Camden 

39,684 

786 

Citizens 

341,002 

7,714 

4,819 

Colonial  Fire  Underw. 

420,505 

8,425 

7.800 

Commonwealth,  N.  Y. 

296,490 

5,567 

5,707 

Comm'l  Union  Assur. 

1,675,340 

29,813 

5,-578 

Connecticut 

829.294 

14,892 

8,289 

Concordia 

169,148 

3,827 

1,063 

Delaware  Underw.    . 

229,583 

4.871 

4,588 

Detroit  F.  &  M.    .   .   . 

120,500 

2.728 

438 

Equitable  F.  &  M.  .   . 

44,883 

838 

1,398 

Fidelity-Phenix  .... 

1,104,906 

19,036 

12,597 

Fireman's  Fund  .  .   . 

1,889,669 

34,112 

16,505 

First  National  .  . 

63,390 

1,555 

Franklin 

365.455 

6.888 

4,650 

Germania  Fire    .  .   . 

755,040 

14.533 

12.110 

German-American,  N."i 

.  1,081,712 

18,783 

17,323 

Germ.-Alliance  Ins.  A'n       52,617 

985 

1,355 

Globe  Underw 

103.820 

2,389 

2,306 

Globe  &  Rutgers    .  . 

237,648 

7.001 

2,668 

Hartford 

4,057,508 

84,859 

79,648 

Hamburg-Bremen  .  . 

191,175 

3,566 

112 

Home  of  Utah  .... 

909,836 

14,084 

9.295 

Homeof  N.  Y 

5.294,778 

61.723 

17.538 

Ins.  Co.  North  Americs 

I  1.312,436 

26,532 

13.732 

Imperial  Assur.  .  .   . 

37,650 

670 

20 

Law  Union  &  Rock  . 

561,571 

9.840 

5.905 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe 

2,095,936 

36,584 

22.442 

Liv.&  Lon.&  Globe,  N.^ 

41.500 

618 

London  &  Lancashire 

(U8,050 

12,187 

3.204 

London  Assurance    . 

.    l,l:j.5.385 

20,774 

21.751 

Merchants  Fire,  N.  Y. 

162,985 

2,815 

2.271 

Mercantile  F.&  M.    . 

123,957 

2,217 

3.700 

Michigan  F.  &  M.  .   . 

.       159,411 

3,107 

4.057 

Milwaukee  Mechanics 

.       672.795 

12,444 

2,636 

Minnesota  Underw.  . 

171.050 

2,S74 

4,648 

National  Union  .  .   . 

.    1.252,105 

22,162 

6,993 

National  Fire  .... 

2,126,096 

23,342 

9,103 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  . 

.       919,376 

lfi,7S0 

6.826 

Newark 

.       154.812 

3,528 

3,128 

New  Zealand 548.648 

Niagara  Fire 786.274 

Niagara-Detroit  Und.  .  179.905 

Northern  Assur 1,598,068 

Northwestern  F.  &  M.  .  133,213 

Northwestern  Mutual .  6,156.003 

Northwestern  Nat'l  .  .  1.031,441 

North  British  &  Merc.  .  1,338.995 

Norwich  Union  ....  1,334,468 

Old  Colony 500 

Orient 374,905 

Palatine 661,067 

Pennsylvania  Fire    .  .  705,536 

People's  National     .   .  107,905 

Phoenix  Assur 723,553 

Phoenix  of  Hartford    .  909,634 

Prov.-Wash 323.400 

Prussian  National  .  .  .  5%.230 

Queen  of  A 1,281.117 

Rochester-Ger.  Und.  .  364,850 

Royal 1,886.195 

Royal  Exchange     .  .   .  447,097 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 1,419,175 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  886.607 

Springfield     .....  1,389.390 

Standard 195,887 

Sun  of  London    ....  886,060 

Svea 3%,246 

Union  Assurance    .  .  .  76:3.362 

Vulcan       120.141 

Western  Assur 205.211 

Westchester 324,171 


11.223 

3,796 

14.960 

5.790 

3.660 

4.337 

32,651 

29.992 

2,391 

1,085 

41.505 

14.332 

17,484 

7,505 

26,814 

17,317 

27.100 

18,976 

60 

6,059 

2,576 

12,726 

14,960 

12.427 

7,430 

2,810 

1,871 

15.261 

10,893 

16,378 

13,656 

6,828 

5,032 

8.797 

6,539 

24.25;5 

14.805 

8,075 

3,521 

38,375 

25,494 

8,489 

2.532 

26,714 

18,484 

16.119 

7.256 

31.615 

24.865 

3,577 

2  917 

17.751 

14.791 

9.582 

9,031 

12.727 

10,967 

2.542 

865 

3.704 

2,105 

63.984 

5,003 

President  Damon  of  the  Springfield  F.  & 
M.  has  returned  home,  after  a  brief  visit  to 
this  Coast. 

Arthur  Worley,  joint  foreign  fire  manager 
of  the  North  British  &  INIercantile,  and  E. 
G.  Kichards,  United  States  manager,  and 
W.  S.  Berdan,  deputy  assistant  manager, 
are  in  San  Francisco,  attending  a  meeting 
of  the  company's  Coast  agents  at  the 
Palace  hotel. 

G.  W.  Grossenbach,  second  vice  president 
of  the  Milwaukee  Mechanics,  visited  the 
agents  of  his  company  in  the  Northwest, 
and  made  a  flying  trip  to  San  Francisco 
last  week. 

Maj.  A.  White,  president  of  the  City  of 
New  York  and  of  the  New  York  Plate  Glass, 
was  a  San  Francisco  visitor  last  week. 
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Washington  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Reported  to  the  Coast  Review 

Written  Prems.     Losses  Inc. 

JEtna, $11,056,020  $185,917  $114,825 

Aachen  &  Munich    .   .  1,082,403  18,737  15,764 

Agricultural 2,185.189  36,208  31,649 

Alliance 1.267.363  20,577  8.871 

American.  N.  J      ...  3,305,009  46,635  32,287 

American  Central    .   .  3,174,530  61,713  36,855 

Atlas 4,597,489  71,637  31,300 

British  America       .   .  1,418.408  23,096  19,900 

Boston 922,934  14,278  8,092 

California 3,497.197  59,763  31,587 

Caledonian 2,671,478  43,950  25,362 

Caledonian-Amer.   .  .  318.371  4,295  277 

Camden 1,134.273  17,519  5,949 

Citizens 1,484,504  25,838  16,979 

City  of  New  York  .   .   .  4,478,982  60.304  27,215 

Colonial  Fire  Underw  2,011,918  35.1.52  19.462 

Commonwealth,  N.  Y.  1,354,044  15.911  10,195 

Comm'l  Union,  N.  Y.  .  690,045  9.011  3.698 

Comm'l  Union,  London  6.559,925  108,916  45,006 

Concordia 636,990  11,339  18,551 

Connecticut 3,138.569  55.047  17,392 

Detroit.  F.  &  M.     ...  392.562  5,-558  979 

Equitable  F.  <&  M.     .   .  493.716  7.404  4,475 

Fidelity-Phenix     .   .   .  5,378,000  &4,026  38,024 

Fireman's  Fund    .       .  8,991,785  181,2.59  166,896 

Firemen's 3,038,160  53,838  34,989 

Fire  Association   .   .   .  2,383,.388  48,751  26,803 

Franklin  Fire    ....  1,475,733  22,108  12,496 

German  Fire,  Pa   .   .   .  197,153  3.498  7,252 

Germania  Underw  .   .  19,425  232  .  .  . 

Germania  Fire  ....  2,810,269  48,280  25,876 

German-American,  Pa.  407,896  5,877  3,063 

German-Amer.,N.  Y.  .  6.766,%2  115,577  81.014 

Germ. -Alliance  Ins.A'n  5.35,889  8,366  5,736 

Globe  &  Rutgers  .   .  .  3,270.387  62,217  37,676 

Globe  Underw 155,774  3,577  3,639 

Hamburg-Bremen  .   .  766,755  13,747  6,286 

Hartford  Fire     ....  9,819,010  162,689  89,174 

Home  of  N.  Y 14,723,379  168,470  123.106 

Home,  Utah 525.287  8.251  2,490 

Imperial  Assur.    .   .   .  915,097  13,912  9,091 

Ins.  Co.  North  Amer.  4.6.54.627  84.972  69,303 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.  2,184.017  42,723  37,748 

Law  Union  ifc  Rock  .  .  1.850,754  24,878  21,304 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe   .  8,64.5,099  162,736  119,345 

Lon.  &  Lancashire    .  5,039,271  83,036  48,664 

London  Assur 7,429,943  124,379  82,793 

Merchants,  N.  Y.    .   .  421,224  7,440  9,23S 

Mechanics  &  Traders  8:M,753  11,990  7,948 

Mercantile  F.&M.Und  657,894  9,423  4.116 

Michigan  F.  &  M.    .   .  752,801  12,318  10.000 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  5,788,387  83,740  62,797 

Minnesota  Underw.    .  682,4-50  8,785  2,194 


National  Union       .   .  3.864,.312 

National  Ben  Franklin  963,192 

National  Fire    ....  6,601.079 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  .   .  3.945,874 

New  Jersey 997,542 

New  Hampshire  .   .   .  2,1-52,8.56 

New  Zealand     ....  3,130,3.32 

Newark 852,838 

Netherlands 946,888 

Niagara  Fire 4,126,564 

Niagara  Detroit  Uw'rs  614,353 

Northern  Assur.  .   .   .  6,338,385 

North  British  &  Merc.  7,782,005 

Norwich  Union    .   .   .  4,138,171 

Northwestern  Nat'l  .  .  6,832,390 
Northwestern  Mutual.  .50,522,157 

Old  Colony 360,685 

Orient 2,084,588 

Pacific 1,688,968 

Palatine 3,559,898 

Pennsylvania  Fire  .   .  3.016.7.58 

People's  National    .   .  214,855 

Philadelphia    Underw  1,606,-520 

Phoenix    of    Hartford  5,898,8-51 

Phoenix  Assur.     .  .   .  5,276,963 

Prov.-Wash 1.933,868 

Prussian  National  .   .  1,942,677 

Queen  of  A 5.650,808 

Rhode  Island 708,002 

Rochester-Ger.  Und.   .  2,521,967 

Royal            9,5.56,332 

Royal  Exchange  .  .   .  3,083.040 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M.   .  .   .  3,914,836 

Scottish  Union  &  N.    .  4,1.58,175 

Springfield  F.&  M.  .   .  5,009.993 

Standard      1,109,304 

Stuyvesant 2.053,392 

Sun  of  London  ....  4,786,507 

Svea 3,482,-522 

United  Firemen's    .   .  217,087 

Union  Assur 3,316,396 

Vulcan 479,474 

Westchester 2,.352,021 

Western  Assur 2,324,029 


50,999 

37,280 

16,282 

6,687 

103,446 

68,547 

63,005 

28,933 

18,-504 

9,793 

40,781 

18,405 

54,826 

45,231 

18.148 

1,237 

11,464 

924 

78,342 

48  013 

10,029 

2.846 

110,884 

52,311 

124,778 

90,645 

78,438 

29,993 

86.457 

47,649 

405.326 

184,874 

5,508 

2,563 

32.245 

28,021 

20,130 

17,146 

54,507 

41,901 

50  344 

33  143 

3,664 

2,119 

28,671 

14,279 

92,-530 

63,277 

81,975 

56,644 

34,975 

16,390 

27.411 

19,360 

100,405 

87,514 

9.289 

1,905 

45.834 

19.261 

159.348 

135,452 

48  ,,339 

11,472 

73,856 

44,979 

65,624 

45,141 

105,505 

83,994 

14,476 

4,662 

32,226 

27,686 

79,139 

40,048 

67,123 

48,952 

3,150 

1,999 

46,682 

39,520 

8,636 

10,918 

40,878 

22,429 

35,549 

23,949 

Oscar  Dornin  of  the  Board  submitted  to  a 
surgical  operation  today.  His  left  arm,  for 
some  time  giving  him  great  pain,  was 
removed. 

E.  T.  Von  Etlinger  is  in  town,  and  wants 
to  make  satisfactory  connection. 

The  German  Fire  of  Ilhnois  had  an  84 
percent  loss  ratio  in  Colorado  last  year. 
The  general  average  for  Colorado  was  40 
percent. 


160 


The  Coa^  Review  of  San  Francisco 


Let  Us  Have  an  Insurance   Federation  in 
California 

The  Insurance  Federation  of  Missouri 

Secretary's  Office,  Pierce  Building 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

February  12,  1915. 
E.  H.  Bacon,  Editor  Coast  Eeview. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  favor  of  Feb- 
ruary 8th  beg  to  advise  that  the  object  of 
the  Federation  is  the  bringing  together  of 
all  interests  concerned  in  the  question  of 
the  business  of  insurance  in  all  of  its 
branches  for  the  protection  of  the  business 
against  legislative  encroachment,  particu- 
larly "State  Insurance." 

In  Missouri  we  have  an  organization, 
which  we  believe  is  sufficiently  strong  as  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  any  legislation  that 
would  seriously  injure  the  business.  Insur- 
ance men  of  Missouri  believe  that  the  busi- 
ness of  insurance  should  still  continue  to  be 
operated  by  stock,  or  mutual  insurance 
companies,  and  that  it  is  not  a  function  of 
government  justifying  state  control.  While 
we  are  convinced  that  the  socialistic  propa- 
ganda of  State  Insurance  is  on  the  wane, 
we  do  not  propose  to  take  a  chance  of  being 
eliminated  from  the  business  before  the 
fallacy  of  State  Insurance  can  be  demon- 
strated. In  Missouri  we  have  declined  to 
permit  the  operation  of  the  State  Fund, 
even  in  competition  with  us  in  the  insur- 
ing of  compensation,  as  we  know  the  state 
cannot  compete  unless  it  resorts  to  unfair 
practices. 

Monopolistic  State  Insurance  was  accepted 
as  a  foregone  conclusion  in  this  state 
before  the  Federation  was  formed.  Today 
we  have  before  our  legislature  two  compen- 
sation bills — one  advocated  by  labor,  and 
the  other  by  the  employers,  neither  of 
which  provide  for  a  State  Insurance  feature. 

In  California  you  have  been  fortunate  in 
having  in  the  personnel  of  the  members  of 
your  Industrial  Commission  very  high  class 
men,  but  this  may  be  changed  for  reasons 
best  known  to  yourself;  therefore  my  advice 
to  the  Insurance  Fraternity  in  California  is 
that  they  waste  no  time  in  forming  a  Federa- 
tion, and  let  it  be  known  that  the  Insur- 
ance Fraternity  is  prepared  to  defend   their 


business  against  attacks  from  any  source. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions 
you  care  to  ask  in  reference  to  the  Federa- 
tion. 

I  am  sending  you  under  separate  cover  the 
latest     issue    of    the     "Western    Insurance 
Review,  which  will  give  you  an   outline   of 
the  annual  convention  held  in  St.  Louis. 
Yours  very  truly, 

E.  V.  Thompson,  President. 


The  Federation  Movement 

There  is  no  doubt  in  our  mind  that  any 
effort  to  bring  the  Federation  movement 
under  company  control  would  not  only 
seriously  impair  its  influence,  but  would 
be  a  sure  means  of  killing  it.  The  insur- 
ance Federation  movement  is  an  agency 
movement,  pure  and  simple. 

To  attempt  to  have  the  casualty  general 
agents  dominate  would  be  sure  to  create  dis- 
satisfaction among  the  tire  and  life  agents. 
The  greatest  good  of  the  Federation  move- 
ment will  come  from  the  activities  of  the 
agents  in  the  small  cities.  The  great 
majority  of  these  agents  derive  most  of  their 
income  from  the  fire  insurance  business  and 
are  generally  termed  tire  agents,  though  a 
great  many  of  them  handle  life  and  casualty 
companies. 

We  believe  the  office  of  president  of  state 
Federations  should  be  equally  distributed 
among  the  three  great  branches  of  insur- 
ance— fire,  life  and  casualty.  To  particularly 
favor  any  one  branch  of  the  business  is  sure 
to  create  petty  jealousies. 

The  agents  have  a  great  opportunity 
through  the  Federation  movement  to  render 
the  business  of  insurance  everlasting  service 
in  creating  a  better  understanding  among 
themselves,  the  policyholders  and  the  com- 
panies. 

An  insurance  educational  campaign  han- 
dled by  the  companies  is  not  going  to 
flourish  among  existing  American  political 
factions.  The  agents  and  policyholders  can 
do  a  much  greater  service  than  the  com- 
pany. Politicians  as  a  rule  veto  any  sug- 
gestion made  by  an  insurance  company  upon 
the  general  assumption  that  it  is  all  for  the 
good   of   the  company.        The    Federation 
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will  necessarily  require  the  hearty  support 
of  the  companies,  but  it  seems  that  it  will 
be  wise  to  keep  company  influence  out  of 
the  management  as  far  as  possible,  and  that 
the  afl'airs  be  conducted  wholly  by  the  repre- 
sentatives in  the  field. — Western  Insurance 
Review. 


San  Francisco  Civic  League  Report 

April  Sth,  1915. 
To  the   officers  and  members  of   the  Civic 
League    of      Improvement     Clubs     and 
Associations    of   San   Francisco. 
Gentlemen : 

Regarding  improvements  in  the  fire  de- 
partment, the  committee  has  to  report  that 
on  the  advice  of  Chief  Murphy  and  for  the 
sake  of  economy  and  greater  efficiency,  the 
two  engine  houses  formerly  located  respect- 
ively on  the  west  side  of  Stockton  street 
between  Jackson  and  Pacific  streets  and  on 
the  south  side  of  Broadway  between  Dupont 
and  Stockton  streets  are  being  consolidated 
into  one  house  on  the  east  side  of  Powell 
street  between  Pacific  and  Broadway  streets. 
This  new  house  will  contain  Engine  No.  5, 
Chemical  No.  5  and  Truck  No.  2. 

Plans  are  completed  for  a  new  brick  build- 
ing on  the  south  side  of  Post  street  between 
Polk  and  Larkin  streets  for  housing  Engine 
No.  3,  Chemical  No.  6  and  Battery  No.  1. 

The  Two  Platoon  Plan 

Regarding  legislative  matters,  we  under- 
stand that  attempts  are  still  being  made  at 
Sacramento  to  modify  the  so-called  two 
platoon  system  bill  so  as  to  take  in  San 
Francisco  and  Los  Angeles  and  other  char- 
tered cities.  We  therefore  repeat  that  such 
action  can  not  be  too  strongly  condemned 
as  a  measure  amounting  to  a  raid  on  the 
treasuries  of  these  cities  as  it  has  been  shown 
repeatedly  from  the  experience  of  other  cities 
that  the  two  platoon  system  is  an  absolutely 
needless  expenditure  of  the  tax  payers  money 
without  any  benefit  in  any  manner,  shape  or 
form. 

The  estimate  of  Chief  Murphy  that  the 
increased  expenditure  to  this  city  would 
amount  to  no  less  than  §600,000  the  first 
year,  would  virtually  amount  to  an  increase 
of  fire  insurance  rates  of  15  percent  based  on 
the  estimate  of  last  year's  total  gross  fire 


insurance  premiums  amounting  to  $4,052,- 
070  (not  taking  into  consideration  any  fire 
insurance  losses  or  expenses  whatever) .  To 
prove  Chief  Murphy's  contention  that  the 
department  would  become  if  anything  less 
efficient,  we  will  state  that  the  Seattle  fire 
department  saw  fit  to  drop  men  from  the 
roll  forgoing  into  the  jitney-bus  business. 

It  seems  to  your  committee  that  the  San 
Francisco  fire  department  employees  have 
no  cause  for  complaint  as  to  their  lot  in  this 
world.  The  lowest  wages  for  uniformed 
employees  are  $120  per  month,  whereas 
engineers  get  $140  per  month,  lieutenants 
§142.50,  captains  S155,  battalion  chiefs  $225, 
assistant  chiefs  $250  and  $300.  It  is  true 
that  they  are  supposed  to  be  in  and  about 
their  respective  engine  houses  day  and 
night,  excepting  three  hours  per  day  al 
lowed  them  for  meals.  They  are  also  allowed 
one  day  ofl"  after  each  four  days  of  duty  and 
seventeen  days  vacation  with  full  pay  each 
year.  If  permanently  disabled  while  on 
duty  every  employee  is  entitled  to  a  pension 
of  one-half  his  salary.  Any  member  of  the 
department  having  reached  the  age  of  55 
years  after  being  in  its  employ  twenty  years 
is  retired  on  a  pension  of  one-half  his  salary. 
Any  member  of  the  fire  department  who 
has  been  in  its  service  for  twenty-five  years 
may  at  his  option  retire  on  a  pension  of  one- 
half  pay. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Committee  on  Fire  Insurance,  Fire 
Protection  and  Fire  Department. 
G.  Trittenbach,  Chairman. 
E.  T.  Figel. 


Mortgagee's  Failure  to  Insure.  —  The  lender's 
acceptance  of  past-due  interest  held  not  to 
constitute  a  waiver  of  his  right  to  declare  a 
default  and  enforce  payment  because  of  the 
borrower's  failure  to  keep  the  property 
insured  as  required  by  the  security  deed. — 
Mechanics'  Realty  &  Improvement  Co.  v. 
Leva,  84  S.  E.  222. 


If  your  fire  insurance  commission  income 
is  not  stifficient  to  sujjport  your  automobile, 
take  a  life  insurance  agency.  Write  now  to 
some  of  our  advertisers.  Or  an  accident 
agency. 
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That  Queer  International  Life 

The  International  Life  took  over  the 
Tennessee  Life  and  its  obhgations.  But 
there  was,  seemingly,  a  bug.  On  the  date 
of  the  exchange  of  the  business,  an  ordinary 
life  contract  was  issued  to  the  assured. 
There  was  no  new  application,  but  a  photo- 
graph of  the  original  application  was 
attached  to  the  new  policy,  and  also  a  rider 
explaining  that  the  policy  was  issued  in 
exchange  for  the  policy  of  the  Tennessee 
Life.  This  new  contract  contained  a  suicide 
clause  and  a  clause  that  the  policy  was  non- 
forfeitable from  the  date  of  issue  and  incon- 
testable  after  one  year. 

The  "bug"  was  a  requirement  of  a  certifi- 
cate of  health  from  the  "reinsured"  policy- 
holders. 

The  insured  declined  to  sign  a  certificate 
of  good  health,  but  demanded  the  exchange 
policy  under  the  original  contract  which 
did  not  require  a  certificate.  The  policy 
was  issued  on  the  application  made  in  1909 
by  Wm.  B.  Sillman  to  the  Tennessee   Life. 

Later  the  insured  committed  suicide,  and 
the  court  held  that  he  had  outlived  the 
suicide  clause  and  that  the  International 
was  liable  under  the  policy. 

The  case  was  that  of  Mattie  D.  Sillman 
against  the  International  Life,  widow  of 
insured.  The  policy  was  for  $2,500,  a  5- 
year  term  contract.  The  decision  against 
the  company  is  by  the  supreme  court  of 
Tennessee.  We  gather  these  facts  from  the 
Insurance  Vindicator. 

What  kind  of  a  deal  did  the  International 
Life  give  the  "reinsured"  policyholders  of 
the  California  National  Life?  Were  they 
required  or  tricked  into  giving  health 
certificates,  and  then  given  a  new  less 
favorable  contract. 


Great  Britain.  —  The  Prudential's  income 
increased  $3,142,000  last  year,  despite  the 
great  war.  The  industrial  premiums  in- 
creased $1,500,000,  and  the  total  exceeded 
$40,000,000.  The  ordinary  premiums  ex- 
ceeded $25,000,000,  for  the  first  time.      The 


total  number  of  industrial  policies  has 
turned  the  20  million  mark,  insuring 
1,318,500,000.  Notwithstanding  the  out- 
break  of  the  war,  no  additional  premiums 
were  charged  on  outstanding  policies.  So 
far,  $750,000  in  claims  has  been  paid  on 
7,000  sailors'  and  soldiers'  lives. 


Substitution  in  Denver 

Valentine  Turley,  furniture  dealer,  carried 
$19,000  life  insurance,  was  alleged  to  have 
died  of  heart  disease  while  cranking  his 
machine.  A  body  alleged  to  have  been 
Turley' s  was  cremated.  This  body  was 
bought  at  a  Denver  medical  college.  Two 
of  the  conspirators  have  confessed. 


Failure  of  the  Anchor  Life 

The  failure  of  the  Anchor  Life  Insurance 
Company  is  not  a  reflection  on  the  Indiana 
law  under  which  it  operated,  but  is  a 
damaging  reflection  upon  the  laxity  of  its 
enforcement.  There  are  sufficient  safe- 
guards in  the  law  to  prevent  any  such 
failure  as  that  of  the  Anchor  Life — provided 
they  are  efiiciently  and  intelligently 
enforced.  The  legislature  has  never  had 
an  adequate  conception  of  the  real,  serious 
importance  of  the  insurance  branch  of  the 
auditor  of  state's  office,  and  it  has  cramped 
it  in  its  administration  of  tlie  insurance 
laws.  With  a  revenue  exceeding  half  a 
million  dollars  this  department's  appropria- 
tion of  considerably  less  than  $20,000, 
including  salaries  and  printing,  has  con- 
stantly been  kept  far  below  its  needs,  and 
today  we  are  suffering  the  consequences. — 
Rough  Notes,  Indianapolis. 


Life  (ordinary)  insurance  in  force  in  this 
country  is  now  about  $15,000,000,000.  The 
amount  written  in  1914  was  some  $1,750,- 
000,000.  The  gain  in  insui-ance  in  force 
was  $630,000,000.  The  terminations  were 
$1,200,000.  A  tremendous  amount  of  new 
business  must  be  written  to  equal  the 
terminations. 
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Beginnings  of  the  Metropolitan  Life 

In  the  year  1863  there  was  incorporated  in 
New  York  the  National  Union  Life  and 
Limb  Insurance  Company,  to  insure  against 
death  and  accident  for  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
in  the  Civil  war.  The  name  of  this  com- 
pany was  afterward  changed  to  the  National 
Life  and  Travelers  Insurance  Co.  Three 
years  later  two  new  companies  were  formed 
from  it.  One  was  the  National  Travelers, 
which  transacted  accident  business  only. 
In  1868  its  name  was  changed  to  the 
Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co.,  and  it 
afterward  wrote  life  insurance  only. 

In  the  year  1869  and  for  many  years 
thereafter  the  company,  through  another 
organization,  did  a  large  business  on  the 
weekly  premium  plan,  in  addition  to  that 
secured  on  annual,  semi-annual  and  quar- 
terly bases. 

Competition  was  very  keen,  particularly 
that  by  companies  doing  a  tontine  business. 
The  officers,  directors  and  stockholders  of 
the  new  company  had  their  worries.  There 
were  sad  days  for  American  life  insurance 
in  the  '70s.  The  new  business  of  the  Metro- 
politan fell  from  $17,753,399  in  1873  to 
1537,181  in  1879.  This  was  a  sample  of  the 
declining  business  of  all  the  companies. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1879  the  company 
began  the  issuance  of  industrial  policies. 
That  plan,  though  long  tried  in  England, 
was  still  regarded  as  in  the  experimental 
stage.  It  was  not  until  the  end  of  1886  that 
the  Prudential  of  London,  thirty-eight  years 
old,  adopted  the  American  net  premium 
basis  of  valuation.  Previously  it  had  its 
own  rule  of  computing  the  reserve  liability. 

The  foregoing  is  compiled  from  the  very 
beautiful  and  valuable  book  of  the  history 
of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co., 
issued  by  the  company. 


country,  and  therefore  swallow  the  glib 
stuff  handed  them  by  a  lying  life  insurance 
solicitor. 


An  agent  of  the  California  State  has  been 
writing  business  among  the  ignorant  Portu- 
guese around  Dixon,  by  gross  misrepresen- 
tation. The  agent  promised  enormous 
"profits"  from  the  "investment"  in  a 
policy  in  his  company.  The  Portuguese 
workingmen — milkers  and  farm  laborers — 
are  illiterate  and  credulous.  They  have 
heard  that  fortunes  are  easily  made  in  this 


Multiplying  Your  Income 

Or,  "How  to  Sell  Life  Insurance."  By 
William  T.  Nash,  author  of  several  works 
on  the  subject.  Published  by  the  Spectator 
Co.,  New  York. 

To  succeed  requires  no  special  gift  and 
involves  no  secrets.  Success  is  simply  the 
result  of  thoughtful,  patient  industry  prop- 
erly directed.  We  have  Mr.  Nash's  word 
for  it,  and  he  ought  to  know. 

First  of  all,  you  simply  must  be  an 
optimist,  a  booster.  The  world  has  no 
use  for  a  bear,  a  pessimist.  See  the  dough- 
nut, not  the  hole,  and  you  will  be  given 
the  glad  hand. 

An  agent's  success  is  not  due  to  any 
technical  knowledge. 

There  is  a  never  ending  new  crop  of  insur- 
able material. 

Tact  is  the  keynote  of  acting.  The  part 
of  a  solicitor  is  acting.  He  must  control 
himself. 

Do  not  underestimate  the  prospect' s  ability 
or  needs.  Men  do  not  appreciate  being 
invoiced  at  less  than  their  value.  Make  a 
mistake  in  their  favor. 

Remember,  today's  work  is  never  finished 
until  plans  for  tomorrow  are  complete. 

When  appealing  to  a  prospect  to  insure 
his  life,  forget  yourself  and  your  commis- 
sions.    Consider  only  your  client's  interest. 

A  successful  agent  says:  "I  attribute  my 
success  principally  to  two  causes:  first,  my 
calls  never  last  longer  than  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes;  second,  I  never  sit  down  to  talk." 

These  quotations  will  give  the  reader 
some  idea  of  the  practical  nature  of  the 
contents  of  this  valuable  little  book  of  115 
pages.     It  abounds  in  useful  hints. 


Suing  Insurance  Commissioner.  —  Where  the 
insurance  commissioner  in  excess  of  his 
authority  threatens  to  revoke  the  license  of 
an  insurance  agent,  the  only  remedy  of  the 
agent  is  by  action  to  restrain  cancellation  of 
the  license. — Calvin  Phillips  &  Co.  v.  Fish- 
bach,  146  P.  181. 
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Where  the  State  Butts   In 

Texas  loss  ratio 82 

Washington  loss  ratio 63 

Oregon  loss  ratio "3 

Wherever  the  state  interferes  with  rate- 
making  the  companies  and  the  locals  lose 
money,  and  property  goes  uninsured. 

Why  don't  the  companies    cease   writing 
entirely  in  such  states? 
Make  a  good  example ! 

Among  recent  death  claims  paid  by  the 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  are 
these:  Edward  Mansbach,  Los  Angeles, 
$20,111 ;  Jas.  P.  Morgan,  Redlands,  $10,000; 
John  M.  Thomas,  Grass  Valley,  Cal.,  $-5,000; 
Jno.  P.  Neville,  Oakland,  $.5,013;  Clara 
Calvert,  Long  Beach,  Cal.,  $5,018;  Joseph 
Carlo,  Honolulu,  $20,124.  The  largest 
policy  paid  in  the  four  weeks  ending  Feb- 
ruary 20  was  for  $61,000,  on  the  life  of  a 
Virginia  banker.  This  great  company  has 
paid  $538,000,000  death  claims. 

Think  of  it!  $519,000,000  of  new  insur- 
ance  written  in  one  year  by  a  life  insurance 
cojQpany — the  Prudential  of  Newark,  We 
gave  the  particulars  in  our  March  number; 
but  this  record-break,  the  largest  total  ever 
made  by  any  company,  covering  2,506,882 
policies,  I  am  sure  is  worth  noting  here. 


The  Postal  Life,  a  "mail  order"  com- 
pany, which  makes  a  showing  because  of 
companies  which  it  reinsured,  has  been 
dropping  in  resources  for  four  years  past. 
Its  new  business  again  fell  off  last  year. 
Its  insurance  in  force  fell  off  more  than 
its  $2,575,220  business  written  by  the  aid  of 
advertising  through  the  postotiice.  Watch- 
ful waiting  at  the  postoffice  is  not  a  good 
poluy. 

Further  modification  of  the  New  York 
acquisition  expense-limitation  law  is  being 
sought.  The  amendment  peruiiti?  maximum 
expenditures  to  equal  either  the  loadings  or 
25  percent  of  the  net  premiums,  whichever 
is  the  larger. 


Assistant    General    Agent   George   E. 
Townsend 

As  briefly  stated  in  our  March  issue,  the 
.Etna  Insurance  Company  has  promoted 
Agency  Superintendent  Townsend  to  the 
position  of  assistant  general  agent  of  the 
Pacific  department,  of  which  W.  H.  Breed- 
ing is  general  agent.  Thus  the  services  and 
ability  of  another  young  Coast  insurance 
man  have  been  recognized  by  elevation  to  a 
post  of  executive  responsibility. 

Mr.  Townsend  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  San  Francisco.  He  began  insur- 
ance work  in  1892  as  an  office  boy  in  the 
Robert  Dickson  general  agency  for  the 
Royal  Exchange,  Queen  and    Connecticut. 

When  the  Connecticut  set  up  an  inde- 
pendent Coast  department,  with  Benj. 
J.  Smith  a.'^  manager,  Mr.  Townsend  went 
with  the  new  department.  In  the  confla- 
gration year,  1906,  he  was  appointed  a 
special  agent  for  the  Connecticut  and 
traveled  in  the  Coast  counties  of  northern 
and  southern  California  until  1910. 

In  1910  Mr.  Townsend  joined  the  .Etna 
in  the  same  capacity,  and  for  three  years 
he  traveled  through  northern  California, 
Nevada  and  southern  Oregon  as  special 
agent  for  the  company.  When  General 
Agent  Sanderson  died,  his  successor. 
General  Agent  Breeding,  called  Mr.  Town- 
send  in  from  tlie  field  and  appointed  him 
agency  superintendent.  Now,  after  five 
years  with  the  .Etna  and  a  total  of  twenty- 
three  years  of  insurance  experience,  he  is 
rewarded  by  a  department  executive  posi- 
tion with  one  of  the  great  fire  insurance 
companies  of  the  world. 


Field  Men's  Directory  in  this  issue.     Send 
us  any  corrections  and  additions. 


The  Glens  Falls  issues  fire,  tornado,  rent, 
use  and  occupancy,  automobile  and  inland 
marine  policies. 

Very  generally  colds  are  contracted  in 
unventilated  houses  and  cars. 
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Utah  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Reported  to  The  Coast  Review 

Written  Prems.     Losses  Inc. 

^tna $  843.825  $11,501  $12,428 

Aachen  &  Munich  .   .   .  241.720  2.818  2,392 

Agricultural 282.330  3,280  338 

Alliance      165.471  2,143  759 

Allemannia 744,241  9,340  357 

American-Central  .   .   .  572,308  7,756  4,636 

American.  N.J 423.100  4,882  428 

Atlas  Assur 684.350  8,251  2,775 

Boston     204.175  1.974  575 

British  America  ....  170.613  1.832  475 

California 588.209  6.477  2.237 

Caledonian 297.080  3,805  6,488 

Camden 39,084  415  ... 

Citizens 333,4.50  4.3a3  139 

Colonial  Fire  Underw.  412.766  4.486  789 

Com'l  Union,  N,  Y.   .  .  228.240  2.507  1.341 

Com'l  Union  Assur.  .   .  1,852.332  18.331  4.236 

Concordia 248,835  3.586  2.813 

Connecticut 653.021  8.950  8.064 

Delaware  Underw.     .  .  222.599  2.810  2.745 

DetroitF.  &M 110,466  1.210  11 

Equitable  F.  &  M.  .   .    .  107.324  1.107  17 

Firemen's,  X.  J 827.640  10,060  1,461 

Fire  Association     .       .  170,.566  2.560  1,752 

Fidelity-Phenix  ....  1.673,024  21.517  3,672 

Fireman's  Fund      .   .   .  1.053,305  13.572  1.765 

First  National  .....  53,000  646  ... 

Franklin 191.966  2,818  507 

Germania 245,954  2,876  2.715 

German,  Pa 256,008  3,190  709 

Germ.-American.  N.  Y.  1.034,848  12,179  4.820 

Germ.  Alliance  Ins.  A'n  66.926  800  423 

Globe  &  Rutgers  ....  743,203  7.037  15.407 

Globe  Underwriters  .   .  194.566  1,859  29 

Hartford  Fire 4.144.282  60.438  32,613 

Hanover 409,710  4,726  2.886 

Hamburg-Bremen  .   .   .  63,400  778  .  .   . 

Home  Fire.  Utah    .   .   .  3,956,227  42,943  18,783 

Home,  N.  Y 6,208,265  51.528  35,619 

Imperial  Assur 60.802  714  84 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.  408,842  6,219  2,442 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  Amer.     500.794  6,945  6,327 

Law  Union  &  Rock  .   .  252,965  2.894  2,587 

Liv.&Lon.&  Globe  .   .  1,6-58.343  13.377  23.694 

Liv.ALon.ct  Globe. N.Y.       85,100  757  19 

London  &  Lancashire  .  963,626  11,834  13.092 

London  Assur 462.071  6,670  3.912 

Merchants,  N.  Y.    ...  21.408  880  40 

Mechanics  <&  Traders  .  153.254  1.387  41 

Merc.  F.&  M.  Underw.  153,300  1,718  324 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  1.653,920  20,565  2,945 

Minnesota  Underw.  .   .  125,058  1.609  1.495 

Michigan  F.  &  M. .   .  .  113.855  1.128  141 

National     1,842,370  14,873  8,685 


National  Union  ....  757.016 

Nat'l  Ben  Franklin  .   .  1.710,327 

N.  Y.  Underwriters    .  .  350,485 

New  Hampshire  ....  585,389 

New  Zealand 232.567 

Newark 225,243 

Netherlands     587.151 

Niagara  Fire 586.992 

Niagara-Detroit  Und.  .  217.367 

Northern  Assur 965,890 

Northwestern  Mutual  .  2,648,955 

Northwestern  Nat'l   .   .  1,151,237 

North  British  &  Merc.  .  202,150 

Norwich  Union    ....  678,131 

Old  Colony 21,750 

Orient 164,800 

Palatine 484,204 

Pennsylvania  Fire     .   .  236.815 

People's  National   .   .   .  213,375 

Phoenix  Assur 578,193 

Philadelphia  Underw.  188.857 

Phoenix  of  Hartford    .  1,196.245 

Pro V. -Wash .356  925 

Prussian  National     .   .  905,703 

Queen 965.670 

Rochester-German  Und.     183.650 

Royal 1,887.809 

Royal  Exchange     .  .  397,490 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 579.110 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  568.312 

Springfield 1.028,495 

State  Assur 101,124 

Standard 94,990 

Stuyvesant 263.117 

Sun,  London 457,092 

Svea 335.917 

Union  Assur 398.075 

Vulcan 81,300 

Western  Assurance    .  .  220,039 

Westchester 182,736 
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Sacramento.  —  Benedict's  senate  bill 
makes  it  embezzlement  for  an  insurance 
broker  to  appropriate  money  due  his  com- 
pany. Other  collectors  are  allowed  to 
pocket  their  collections  and  go  scot  free. — 
Benedict  of  the  California  senate,  which  is 
to  be  abolished,  introduced  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit misrepresentation  of  an  insurance 
policy.  Other  contracts  may  be  misrepre- 
sented and  the  offender  go  scot  free.  The 
assembly  voted  to  make  the  tax-payers  pay 
for  its  junketing  trip  to  San  Diego,  and  all 
incidentals,  including  tips  to  the  porter  and 
stops  at  life-saving  stations  at  the  bars. 
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ONE    THING    AND    ANOTHER 


If  Massachusetts  bad  been  engaged  in 
state  fire  insurance  how  would  it  have  paid 
the  net  fire  insurance  loss  of  $9,683,000 
incurred  in  that  state  in  1914? 

*  *         * 

The  fire  insurers  paid  31.28^  in  losses  in 
Massachusetts  for  every  $1.00  of  premiums 
collected  in  the  state,  last  year.  Add  40 
cents  for  expenses  and  special  taxes,  and 
the  total  of  expenditures  was  $1.68^  for 
every  $1.00  of  Bay  State  premiums.  A 
cheerful  business,  this  of  fire  loss  indemnity! 

The  underwriters  collected  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1914  $14,146,000  premiums,  and 
paid  $18,170,000  losses  and  $5,659,000  ex- 
penses. 

This  is  a  net  loss  of  $9,683,000.  Never- 
theless, the  politicians  will  go  on  abusing 
fire  insurance,  hammering  away  at  rates, 
ranting  about  "the  trust,"  passing  petty 
restrictive  laws,  and  making  rates  for  a 
business  that  made  no  underwriting  profit 
in  the  United  States  last  year.  And  the 
number  of  fire  insurance  companies   keeps 

decreasing. 

«         *         * 

It  is  estimated  that  the  direct  cost  of  the 
European  war  is  $35,000,000  a  day.  This 
is  worse  than  building  up  a  new  life  insur- 
ance company. 

*  *         * 

Don't  forget  your  old  friends:  they  are 
surer  than  the  new.  Besides,  the  day 
comes  to  every  man  when  he  can  no  longer 
make  new  friends. 

*  *         « 

Maj.  Christensen,  iiiniself  from  Missouri, 
tells  this  story.  An  Arkansas  traveler 
drove  up  to  a  farm  house  far  from  any 
town.  Rapping  on  the  door,  a  comely 
white  woman  responded.  "Madam,"  said 
the  traveler,  "I  want  to  speak  to  your 
husband."  "You-all'll  find  'im  in  the  field 
down  thar  right  smart. ' '  The  traveler  went 
in  search  of  the  woman's  husband  but  soon 
returned  and  told  the  farmer's  wife  he 
couldn't  find  her  husband.  "Oh,  he's 
thar,"  she  said.  "There's  only  a  coal- 
black    negro     plowing    there,  "    said    the 


visitor.  The  woman  laughed,  "yeh,  dat's 
my  ole  man,  dat's  my  husband."  The 
traveler  upbraided  her  for  marrying  a  black 
man.  "You  think  I  done  wrong  to  marry 
an  industrious  black  man,"  the  woman 
retorted;  "you  should  just  see  mah  sister'3 
husband — he's  a  Missourian." 
«         *         * 

Lapses  and  policy  loans  (the  latter  being 
usually  a  form  of  lapsing)  are  increasing  as 
"the  times"  grow  harder.  This  is  inevitable 
and  is  in  accordance  with  the  contract. 
Men  insure  in  large  amounts  because  of 
the  promise  of  policy  loans  in  times  of  stress. 
Existing  investments  are  not  disturbed  by 
unusual  loans  to  policyholders,  notwith- 
standing the  lamentations  of  the  sob  broth- 
erhood. 

*  *         * 

It  is  easy  for  the  companies  to  off'set  un- 
usual losses.  They  have  but  to  reduce  the 
advertising  appropriation.     Truly  there  are 

titewads  in  the  business. 

»         *         » 

The  special  agent  must  know  all  about 
the  business  or  prepare  to  get  out.  The 
day  of  the  hussler-russler  is  about  over. 

*  *         * 

Two  men  of  82  summers  met  on  Sansome 
street  and  asked,  "Well,  how's  your 
health?"  Each  answered,  "First  rate." 
They  chatted  cheerfully  and  I  butted  in 
with,  "How  do  you  boys  explain  your  liale 
age  and  perfect  health?"  One,  the  stronger, 
answered:  "1  have  always  led  a  temperate 
life.  I  have  neither  smoked  nor  chewed 
tobacco  nor  drunk  aleoliolic  drinks  of  any 
kind  since  a  very  young  man.  I  sleep 
soundly,  keep  regular  hours,  and  always 
eat  a  little  less  than  I  want  to  while  at 
the  table."  The  other  octogenarian  said: 
"I  have  never  indulged  in  alcoholic  drinks 
either,  but  I  believe  I  have  lived  long  and 
kept  my  health  because  I  have  always  loved 
the  Lord."  I  thought  of  the  old  story  of 
two  brothers  over  90  and  of  opposite  habits, 
witnesses,  whom  the  Judge  asked  the 
question  which  I  had  just  asked;  but  I  said 
nothing.  The  Judge  was  sorry  he  asked 
the  question. 
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Examined. — The  New  York  insurance  de- 
partment recently  made  the  usual  triennial 
examination  of  the  Continental  Insurance 
Company.  The  company  has  total  admitted 
assets  of  §28, 728, 098.  The  liabilities  amount 
to  §11,062,722,  which,  after  deducting  the 
§2,000,000  capital,  the  $600,000  special 
reserve  and  the  §600,000  guaranty  surplus, 
leaves  a  net  surplus  of  §14,465,376,  an  in- 
crease of  §1,239,906  over  the  amount  the 
company  reported  in  its  annual  statement. 
This  gain  in  surplus  is  due  to  higher  valua- 
tions of  stocks  and  bonds  by  the  examiners 
than  those  reported  by  the  Continental. 
«         *         * 

Damon  5th  of  a  Century.  —  The  twentieth 
anniversary  of  the  election  of  A.  W.  Damon 
to  tlie  presidency  of  the  Springfield  F.  &  M. 
Ins.  Co.  fell  on  April  8.  The  company  is 
in  its  6oth  year  but  its  best  period  is  the 
past  twenty  years  under  President  Damon. 
In  this  time  its  assets  and  premiums  have 
trebled,  and  its  clear  funds— capital  and 
surplus — have  more  than  doubled.  In  the 
meantime  the  Baltimore  and  San  Francisco 
conflagration  losses  were  incurred  and  paid. 
The  underwriting  experience  has  been 
favorable,  the  average  loss  ratio  being  only 
51.1  percent  of  the  premiums.  The  stock- 
holders have  received  dividends  every  year, 
except   1866,    when     Portland,     Me.,     was 

burned. 

*         *         « 

Seems  Complimentary.  —  Mayor  Rolph,  pro- 
claiming the  San  Francisco  9th  anniversary 
of  the  fire,  loosened  up  a  bit  when  he  said: 

"And  furthermore,  from  a  careful  analysis 
of  the  statistics  and  facts  that  contributed  to 
the  rehabilitation  of  this  city,  it  appears  to 
us  to  offer  the  most  striking  illustration  of 
the  great  forces  that  made  it  possible.  And 
chief  among  such  forces  we  recognize  that 
throughout,  and  by  reason  of  the  long 
period  of  peace  enjoyed  by  this  Nation, 
there  has  developed  a  co-operative  life,  in 
which  the  brotherhood  of  man  has  been  the 
primal  factor. 

"Thus,  when  the  city  suffered  in  the 
destruction  of  property  to  the  extent  of 
several  hundred  million  dollars,  the  means 
for  its  replacement  had  already  been  pro- 
vided for   through   the    co-operative   spirit 


known  as  insurance,  to  the  end  that  the 
burden  of  this  city's  reconstruction  fell  very 
largely  and  evenly,  through  that  part  of 
the  civilized  world  of  leading  commercial 
activity. 

"Nor  does  the  fact  that  a  commercial 
spirit  entered  of  necessity  into  the  act 
diminish  the  force  of  the  altruistic  life  thus 
presented." 

You  will  observe  that  no  reference  in  the 

above  is  made  to  fire  insurance. 
»         *         * 

Mutual  Life  Dividends. —  The  .Mutual  Life  of 
New  York  has  distributed  as  dividends  to 
its  policyholders  these  increasing  sums  in 
nine  years : 

In  1906 §  2,785,919 

In  1907 4,321,493 

In  1908    8,311,256 

In  1909  11,005,915 

In  1910   ,    12,301,770 

In  1911 13,631,858 

In  1912   15,006,280 

In  1913   17,201,730 

In  1914 17,626,265 

*  *         » 

Not  a  Rebate. — A  licensed  insurance  agent 
engaged  in  negotiating  loans  held  not  to 
violate  Laws  1911,  p.  195,  §  33,  prohibiting 
rebating,  by  obtaining  from  applicants  for 
loans  the  exclusive  right  to  write  insurance. 
Calvin  Phillips  &  Co.  v.  Fishback,  146  P. 
181. 

The  purpose  of  Laws  1911,  p.  195,  §  33, 
prohibiting  rebating,  is  to  establish  and 
maintain  uniform  rates  of  insurance. — Id. 

*  *         * 

San  Jose,  Cal.  —  There  is  now  no  horse- 
drawn  fire  apparatus  in  this  city.  Hay 
farmers  must  now  raise  gasoline.  Two 
popidous  districts  are  left  without  fire  pro- 
tection by  withdrawal  of  apparatus  from 
east  San  Jose  and  from  Second  and  Jackson 
streets.     The  politicians  need  the  money. 

*  *         * 

S.  H.  Wolfe,  "expert  examiner,"  once 
criticised  a  company  because  it  lent  money 
on  canned  tomatoes,  a  staple  provision  of 
universal  sale  and  uniform  value.  It  is  to 
laugh. 

*  *         * 

You  can  easily  "c"  the  little  diflference 
between  rude  and  crude. 
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Coast  Premiums  and  Losses  by  Agencies 
and  Departments 

Prem.  Income    Loss.  Incur'd 

Rolla  V.  Watt J  1,773.776        $    867.556 

In  1913 1.726.972  982.178 

Home.  N.  Y 1.684.276  930.178 

In  1913 1.554,344  750,688 

Wayman&  Henry 1.664,020  806.748 

In  1913    .       . 1.755.665  729,330 

Dixwell  Hewitt        1,424,275  675.770 

In  1913 1.354.212  640.777 

G   H.  Tyson 1.379.430  688.496 

In  1913 1.413.371  620.644 

Fireman's  Fund 1.255.982  627.795 

In  1913       1,443,028  720.566 

W.  H.  Breeding 1,087,749  488,288 

In  1913 1,008.569  411,702 

Continental 933,005  390,642 

In  1913 853.194  422.344 

E.  T.  Niebling 908.826  338,492 

In  1913 559.573  239,094 

Edw.  Brown  &  Sons 908.238  461.739 

In  1913 812.553  403.681 

R.  P.  Fabj 905,035  410,475 

In  1913 861,169  384,981 

Geo.  W.  Dornin 836.841  445.393 

In  1913 825.146  448,319 

A.  W.  Thornton 829,133  432,126 

In  1913 7M,366  352.426 

E.  G.  Richards 826.223  401.471 

In  1913 851.628  334,227 

Christensen  &  Goodwin    .  .  .  772.556  413,58i 

In  1913 751,144  405,878 

Sam  B.  Stoy 727,290  370.624 

In  1913 648.214  320.084 

B.J  Smith 692,746  326.802 

In  1913 474.688  230.720 

Northern  Assur 684.997  3&1,742 

In  1913 624,283  285,819 

J.  C.  Johnston 663.958  312.722 

In  1913 617,781  268,299 

W.  W.  Alverson 660,108  285,2.32 

In  1913 399,036  l;:X).964 

Northwestern  Mutual    ....  658,146  305,548 

In  1913 586,193  273,763 

Edwin  Parrish 639,037  325,757 

In  1913 610,753  250,240 

National  Union 619.636  325,005 

In  1913 413,489  2:32.007 

Fidelity-Phenix 613,108  284,681 

In  1913 496,729  197,037 

W.  Irving 538,316  238.874 

In  1913 497,106  258,470 

Scottish  Union  and  the  State  .  535,247  248,779 

In  1913 459.275  219,319 

New  Zealand 478,941  246,087 

In  1913 500.903  223.929 


Prem.  Income    Loss.  Incur'd 

California 471.730  218.807 

In  1913 472,112  188.845 

Atlas 459.030  181.965 

In  1913 449.937  251,901 

Frank  M.Avery 432.804  206.842 

In  1913 265.310  106.101 

Geo.  O.  Hoadley       429.849  188,797 

In  1913    .   .              390.920  194,529 

Northwestern  National    .   .  .  427.983  183,838 

In  1913 334,847  194.988 

Edw.  Potter  &  Sons 421.900  171.040 

In  1913    .   .       410.698  174.263 

H.  H.  Smith 417,.382  283.165 

In  1913 181,098  100,627 

Norwich  Union 391.435  203.844 

In  1913 344,294  160,493 

H.  R.  Mann  &  Co 407.038  168.063 

In  1913 404,399  154,135 

A.  C.  Olds 349,705  230.005 

In  1913 317,338  184,640 

R.W.  Osborn     348.939  176.723 

In  1913 313,123  155.833 

Firemens  and  G.  A 328.220  159.664 

In  1913 194.625  105,928 

Western  and  British  America  311,798  147.886 

C.  C.  Kinney 289,093  148,515 

H.  Letton 283,956  125,249 

In  1913 233,987  132,599 

Curtis  &  Gordon      282,379  190.124 

In  1913 259,243  100.479 

Bertheau,  Selbach  &  Bertheau  277.590  134.373 

In  1913 204.155  74,458 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn 272,664  181,052 

Germania  Fire 254,292  141,080 

In  1913 219,862  158,183 

J.F.Cobb 218.193  84,860 

In  1913 230,018  83,-508 

H.  W.  Fores 210,863  78.430 

In  1913 190.124  62.859 

Miller,  Henley  &  Scott ....  207,675  118.931 

In  1913 196,386  74,869 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  ....  206,688  128.252 

In  1913 179,705  98.645 

New  Hampshire 191,372  84.149 

In  1913 179.913  62.672 

McClure  Kelley     168.735  72,6.51 

In  1913    .  • 140.260  48.895 

Stuyvesant 165,644  82,826 

In  1913 224,790  81,738 

Chapman  &  Nauman     ....  141,912  37,047 

In  1913 71,024  17.800 

New  Jersey .  129.401  68.689 

In  1913 121.597  43,620 

Royal  Exchange 111,530  38.650 

In  1913       112.876  48332 
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Pacific  States  ...       94, 

In  1913 101, 

Vulcan 88, 

In  1913 73 

Watson  &  Taylor 85 

In  1913 77, 

John  A.  Hougaard 61, 

In  1913 39 

Capital 56 

In  1913 28 

Hamburg-Bremen 46 

In  1913 43 

Northwestern  F.  &  M 40 

In  1913 15 

Allemannia .  24 

In  1913 21 

Columbian  National 23 


Oscar  Dornin,  who  had  his  offending  arm 
amputated,  is  doing  well.  The  trouble  was 
tuberculosis  of  the  bone. 

Manager  Devlin  is  now  home  and  rapidly 
recovering  from  the  recent  operation. 
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Arizona  59  Percent 

The  loss   incurred  ratio    in    Arizona   in 
1914  appears  to  have  averaged  59  percent. 


A  Non-Board  Bill 

At  Sacramento  H.  B.  979,  introduced  by 
Progressive  Prendergast,  is  a  non-board 
measure  designed  to  bust  graded  commis- 
sions and  separation  The  real  author  has 
overlooked  the  fact  that  in  Minnesota  this 
matter  was  tlireshed  out  judicially  and  the 
courts  held  that  the  companies  had  a  legal 
right  to  pay  graded  commissions  and  at  the 
same  time  require  the  elimination  of  any 
company  from  the  agency — just  the  same  as 
any  other  employer. 

But  this  bill  a  law  will  make  trouble,  and 
locals  and  brokers  should  beat  it. 

It  aff"ects  the  Board  of  Fire  Unierwriters, 
all  local  boards,  and  the  Insurance  Brokers 
Exchange. 

It  puts  the  kibosh  on  them  all  and  may 
make  its  author  the  next  insurance  com- 
missioner of  California. 

No  discriminating  practice  or  tending  to 
discriminate  against  any  other  company, 
agent  or  solicitor  because  of  his  non  affilia- 
tion with  any  organization. 


The  insurance  commissioner  must  revoke 
the  license  of  any  fire  company  or  agent 
guilty  of  discriminating  against  any  disliked 
company  or  agent.  Violation  of  this  law 
entails  also  a  fine  of  from  $250  to  $500. 


There  is  an  intimation  that  the  new 
president  of  the  New  Jersey  Fire  will  make 
a  change  in  the  California  representation. 


President   Evans   of   the 
visiting  the  Pacific  Coast. 


Continental   is 


Medical    Defense    Business   in  California 
in  1914 

Prems.  Losses 

Company                                                  Rec'd  Paid 

Maryland $  3,333  $  845 

Medical  Protective 154  .  .   . 

Pacific  Surety *  —85  150 

Pacific  Coast  Casualty 210  .  .  . 

Totals $3,612  $  995 

*  Excess  of  reinsurance  and  return  premiums  over 
srross  premiums. 


The  California  state  compensation  insur- 
ance fund  led  all  competitors  in  1914,  writ- 
ing net  premiums  of  $547,161,  or  about 
$144,000  in  excess  of  the  writings  of  its 
closest  competitor.  The  operating  expense 
of  the  fund,  other  than  claims,  amounted  to 
8  percent  of  net  premiums.  No  commissions 
were  paid. 

Fifteen  percent  of  all  premiums  earned  in 
1914,  amounting  to  more  than  $70,000,  is 
being  returned  to  policyholders  —  except 
those  who  paid  only  the  minimum  premium. 
This  return  is  being  made  as  the  actual  pay- 
roll of  employers  is  ascertained,  and  about 
one-half  of  the  sum  has  been  paid  to  date. 
In  addition,  the  fund  has  an  unapportioned 
surplus  of  28  percent,  which  will  be  returned 
to  1914  policyholders  when  the  excess  of 
legal  reserves  over  actual  loss  is  determined 
and  withdrawn. 


Seattle. — The  Fire  Underwriters  Inspec- 
tion Bureau  issues  a  map  showing  47  pro- 
tected steel  frame  fireproof  buildings  in  this 
city;  31  reinforced  concrete  fireproof,  and 
24  protected  by  automatic  sprinklers;  also 
mains  and  hydrants  and  fire  apparatus. 
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California  Life  Insurance 

The  Metropolitan  Life  leads  in  life  insur- 
ance written  in  California  in  1914.  The 
Prudential  is  second. 


The  Metropolitan  leads  in  life  insurance 
in  force  in  California. 

Five    companies    now     write     industrial 
insurance  in  California. 


Total  new  ordinary  life  insurance  written 
last  year  was  §98,879,035,  a  gain  of  about  a 
million. 

Total  new  industrial  insurance  written 
was  $18,122,243,  a  gain  of  about  §1,523,600. 

There  are  707,521  policyholders  in  the 
state,  a  gain  of  78,628  in  the  year.  The 
holders  of  small  industrial  policies  are  63 
percent. 

More  Acknowledgments 

The  Handy  Chart  of  Casualty,  Surety  and 
Miscellaneous  Insurance  Companies  in 
America.  Issued  by  the  Spectator  Com- 
pany.    Price  25c. 

American  Type  of  Isthmian  Canal,  speech 
by  Hon.  John  F.  Dryden,  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  June  14,  1906. 

State  of  Colorado  Insurance  Department — 
Preliminary  Report  showing  Colorado  busi- 
ness of  all  insurance  companies  transacting 
business  in  Colorado  during  1914. 

State  of  New  York  Insurance  Department 
List  of  persons,  partnership,  associations 
and  corporations  licensed  as  brokers  in  the 
state  of  New  York. 

State  of  New  York  Insurance  Depart- 
ment —  Statistical  tables  compiled  from 
annual  statements  for  the  year  1914. 

The  Argus  Casualty  Chart  for  1915. 
Compliments  of  the  Herald-Argus  Company 
of  Atlanta,  Ga. 


The  Pacific  West  should  have  a  live  stock 
insurance  company.  There  is  much  in- 
quiry for  such  insurance.  The  demand  for 
horses,  especially  draft  horses,  will  not  de- 
crease. 


Compensation 

Sacramento.  —  Senate  measures  in  the 
form  of  amendments  to  the  workmen's  com- 
pensation act,  by  which  the  injured  work- 
man would  be  allowed  to  select  his  own 
physician  and  under  which  he  would 
receive  compensation  for  his  injuries  after 
a  period  of  one  week,  instead  of  two  weeks, 
as  the  present  law  states,  have  been  turned 
down. 


Our  Exchanges 

J.  H.  C.  Whiting  of  the  solid  and  useful 
American  Exchange  &  Review,  has  passed 
behind  the  veil. 

Our  weekly  exchanges  all  arrive  about 
the  same  day. 

Those  exchanges  which  have  not  already 
done  so  are  hereby  asked  to  change  the 
Coast  Review  mailing  address  to  122 
Halleck  street,  San  Francisco,  where  our 
editor  headquarters  are  near  a  life  -  saving 
station  —  and  where  we  have  a  turnace. 
Our  business  office  is  to  be  changed. 


Obituary.  —  ]\Iose  Oppenheimer,  who 
recently  died  after  an  operation  for  appendi- 
citis, had  been  a  successful  local  agent  at 
Spokane  for  a  quarter-century.  He  repre- 
sented the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  and 
four  other  companies  and  did  the  largest 
business  in  his  field.  Not  long  before  his 
death  he  formed  the  Mo.se  Oppenheimer 
Co.,  an  incorporation,  to  continue  the  busi- 
ness for  his  family.  The  son  is  now  in 
charge  and  the  agency  is  being  continued 
as  formerly.  The  business  will  doubtless  be 
quite  as  successful  as  heretofore,  for,  as  we 
hear,  the  younger  Oppenheimer  inherits 
his  father's  business  ability.  The  late 
Mose  Oppenheimer  was  a  square  man,  a 
good  citizen,  and  a  kind  and  generous 
employer.  He  paid  good  salaries  and  was 
always  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
employees. 


The  worst  enemy  of  insurance  as  an 
investment  is  too  often  the  state  insurance 
commissioner  who  does  not  recognize  or  is 
indifferent  to  the  fact  that  the  stockholder 
is  as  much  entitled  to  protection  and  foster- 
ing care  as  the  policyholder. 


Fearl 


earless  an 


d  Ju^ 


171 


New  Sacramento  Company  Airing 

A  majority  of  the  directors  of  the  Pacidc 
States  Holding  Co.  (controlling  the  new 
Pacific  National  Fire)  have  signed  a  letter 
mailed  to  stockholders,  accusing  the  presi- 
dent of  the  fire  company,  G.  W.  Cai  twright, 
with  negotiating  a  loan  of  §200,000  with  the 
Oakland  &  Antioch  Land  Co.  and  paying 
over  $28, .^86  on  same  with  insufficient 
security. 

It  is  alleged  that  in  selling  stock  the  sub- 
scribers were  promised  that  all  loans  would 
be  made  in  territory  in  which  stock  was 
sold.  These  promises  by  Cartwright,  made 
in  San  Diego,  Fresno  and  Bakersfield,  have 
not  been  kept,  it  is  asserted. 

It  is  further  asserted  that  the  actual  value 
of  the  land  on  which  $28,386  was  paid  on  a 
$200, 0(X)  loan  is  but  $6,953. 

The  letter  also  says  President  Cartwright 
was  to  receive  a  fourth  of  $100,000  to  be  lent 
to  the  Western  Mortgage  &  Guaranty  Co., 
and  to  be  paid  out  of  subscriptions  to  stock 
to  be  sold  in  the  bay  counties.  The  stock- 
holders  are  urged  to  remove  Cartwright. 


Sacramento,  April  20. — All  insurance  and 
surety  agents  are  required  to  be  licensed  by 
the  state  insurance  commissioner,  under  a 
bill  passed  by  the  senate  today.  Agents  of 
mutual,  fraternal,  reciprocal  and  inter- 
insurance  companies  are  exempted. 


Title  Insurance  in  California  in  1914 

Prems.  Losses 

California  Pacific $82,335  S         18 

City  Abstract 12.741  .   .  . 

Los  Angeles 15,221  .   .  . 

Los  Angeles  Title      107,520  .  .   . 

Oakland  Title  &  G 4,5&i  .  .   . 

Standard  Title 26,377  .   .   . 

Title  Guaranty 239.575  .   .  . 

Title  Insurance     441,554  9,277 

Title  Ins.  &  G 49,520  4,493 

Totals $  979,171  $13,788 

Credit   Insurance   in    California   in    1914 

Prems.  Losses 

American  Credit $  30,437  $  8.436 

Live  Stock  Insurance  in  California  in  1914 

Prems.  Losses 

Indiana  and  Ohio $  6,578  $  5,88.3 


"Amortization' ' 

"In  buying  bonds  on  the  market,  a  life 
insurance  company  must  sometimes  pay 
more  than  par  value,  while  able  in  other 
cases  to  buy  them  at  a  discount,  depending 
in  each  instance  upon  the  rate  of  interest 
called  for,  the  time  to  run,  the  prevailing 
financial  conditions,  etc.  A  high  class  bond 
of  and  running  twenty  years  would  ordi- 
narily cost  more  tlian  par — say  for  example, 
$1,050.  Inasmuch  as  the  company  will 
receive  only  $1,000  for  the  bond  at  maturity, 
the  transaction  involves  an  apparent  loss 
of  $50,  and  the  net  return  would  be  a  trifle 
less  than  4^  percent  interest  on  the  sum 
invested. 

"It  would  not  be  proper  to  charge  off  the 
whole  of  the  $50  in  the  first  year,  nor  to 
defer  the  entry  until  maturity.  Accordingly, 
the  amount  is  "averaged,"  or  propor- 
tionately distributed  throughout  the  period 
and  the  proper  sum  is  deducted  each  year 
from  the  book  value,  in  such  manner  as  to 
bring  the  latter  to  exactly  par  at  maturity. 

"The  balance  thus  ascertained  each  year 
is  entered  as  the  'amortized'  book  value. 

"In  like  manner  a  bond  may  be  bought 
in  some  instances  at  less  than  par,  say 
$980.  As  it  will  be  worth  $1 ,000  at  maturity, 
there  will  be  an  apparent  profit  of  $20. 
This  gain,  however,  does  not  rightly  accrue 
in  the  first  year,  nor  in  the  last.  It  is 
therefore  apportioned,  in  the  same  manner 
as  before,  throughout  the  period,  and  the 
proper  sum  is  added  each  year  so  as  to 
bring  the  amortized  book  value  to  exactly 
par  when  the  bond  becomes  due  and  pay- 
able." —  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  Annual 
Report. 


Among  the  in-town  visitors  are  Fred 
Tebben  and  family.  Mr.  Tebben  is  special 
for  the  Christensen  &  Goodwin  department 
at  Portland.  Also  Carl  A.  Truitt,  special 
for  the  agency  at  Stockton. 


A  Contra  Costa  man  is  sorry  he  tele- 
phoned the  discovery  of  a  stolen  automobile 
in  a  shady  nook  and  got  the  sheriff  to  help 
him  "salve"  it.  He  should  have  waited 
until  the  insured  off'ered  the  reward  it  did 
not  pay. 
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New  Mexico,  94  Percent 
Figures  in  the  Coast  Review  office   indi- 
cate over  94  percent  loss  rate  to  premiums 
in  New  Mexico  last  year. 


The  Late  D.  A.  Spencer 

Another  familiar  face  has  vanished  from 
"The  Street."  D.  A.  Spencer,  the  able 
secretarj'  of  the  Insurance  Brokers'  Ex- 
change of  San  Francisco,  on  Friday  answered 
a  friend's  inquiry,  near  the  ferries,  "I  am 
feeling  fine  today  but  have  had  the  grippe." 
On  the  following  morning  our  old  friend 
was  dead. 

D.  A.  Spencer  was  a  good  man  and  a 
good  friend.  He  had  been  identified  with 
fii'e  insurance  for  many  years,  as  a  special 
agent,  a  local  agent,  an  adjuster,  a  manager, 
and  a  secretary  of  a  local  company.  He 
was  secretary  of  the  new  Home  Fire  of 
Seattle  when  that  city  was  burned  in  1889. 
The  company  paid  its  892,000  conflagration 
losses  and  wound  up  its  affairs.  Spencer 
then  opened  a  local  agency.  Later  he 
returned  to  San  Francisco  as  manager  for 
the  new  department  of  the  Westchester. 
"When  San  Francisco  burned  he  was  engaged 
in  adjusting  work. 

As  secretary  of  the  Insurance  Brokers' 
Exchange  Spencer  brought  his  various 
experiences  into  the  service  of  the  exchange 
in  its  dealings  with  the  problems  for  which 
it  had  been  organized.  He  was  diplomatic 
and  resourceful,  and  steered  the  institution 
away  from  the  reefs  and  shoals  which 
threatened  it. 

Mr.  Spencer  had  passed  the  Psalmist's 
aUoted  span  for  man. 


No  successor  to  Harvey  "Wells  at  Port- 
land has  yet  been  selected  by  General 
Agent  Tyson.  L.  D.  Mitchell's  head- 
quarters are  at  Seattle.  He  travels  in 
AVashington  jointly  with  W.  T.  Burwell. 

"Walter  Sage,  Western  manager  for  the 
German  American,  recently  visited  San 
Francisco. 

The  older  the  Ufe  company  the  more  its 
business  expires.  Age  and  expiration  go 
together — and  youth  and  inspiration. 


Why? 

Why  doesn't  the  New  York  Life  allow  its 
agents  and  employees  to  join  or  affiliate 
with  any  association  of  life  men  ? 

Why  shouldn't  the  truth  be  told  about 
any  company  ? 

Why  didn't  Jimmy  Rolph  mention  fire 
insurance  ? 

Why  didn't  the  speakers  at  the  opening 
of  the  fair  mention  the  man  who  made 
canal  and  fair  possible  ? 

AYhy  don't  the  fire  companies  stop  legis- 
lative nonsense  by  ceasing  to  write  in 
the  state? 

Why  didn't  Mayor  Rolph  meet  and  greet 
the  parade  on  Fire  Underwriters'  Day? 


Results  in  Oregon  During  1914 

From    figures  just   published,    insurance 
companies  have  lost  money  in  the  state  of 
Oregon  for  the   year  1914.      The  losses   in 
Oregon  thus  far  for  the  year  1915  have  been 
nearly  3  times  those  of  the  same  period  for 
1914;      and      unless      conditions      change 
materially   in    the   near   future,   it   wiU   be 
necessary  for  the  companies  to  call  for   an 
increase    in   rate.      The    figures   speak   for 
themselves: 
Premium  income,  1914  .    .    .  $3,467,900 
Lossses  and  expenses  ....    3,941,256 
Loss  over  and  above  losses  and 

expenses. 473,356 


It  might  not  be  a  bad  idea  to  impeach 
an  insurance  commissioner  now  and  then. 
Especially  him  with  the  swelled  head. 


California  business   will  not   get  better 

until  the  legislature  adjourns  May  8.  Much 

damage  may  be  done  at  Sacramento  mean- 
time. 


The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  has  written 
fifty  twenty  -  year  endowment  policies  of 
$1,000  each  on  the  lives  of  fifty  picked 
students  of  the  senior  class  in  favor  of  the 
Cniversity  of  California.  Seven  hundred 
students  have  pledged  themselves  to  pay 
three  dollars  a  year  until  the  policies  shall 
have  matured. 
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Kehoe-Adair  Bill  Fails 

The  senate  at  Sacramento  defeated  the 
state -rate -making  bill,  which  had  the 
support  of  the  unwise  California  association 
of  local  agents.  The  vote  was  14  for  to  2-4 
against.  The  state  insurance  commissioner, 
formerly  a  local  agent  at  Los  Angeles, 
supported  the  bill.  Though  some  local 
agents  favored  the  measure  because  it 
would  kill  non-board  competition,  a  number 
of  unwise  non-board  locals  also  favored  it. 


Life. — Albany,  X.  Y.,  April  15.  — Life 
insurance  representatives  were  among  those 
who  opposed  Senator  Ogden  L.  Mills' 
secured  debts  tax  bill  before  the  senate 
committee  on  taxation  and  retrenchment  at 
Albany  on  Tuesday,  April  13th.  Robert 
Lynn  Cox,  general  counsel  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  Life  Insurance  Presidents,  told  the 
committee  that  the  initial  registration  tax 
of  one-half  of  one  percent  on  the  assets  of 
the  life  insurance  companies  of  New  York 
state,  as  imposed  by  the  bill,  would  amount 
to  seven  and  one-quarter  million  dollars 
and  that  the  annual  tax  of  one  and  one- 
half  mills,  imposed  in  addition  by  the  bill, 
would  amount  to  two  and  one-quarter 
million  dollars.  He  said  this  tax  ultimately 
would  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  policy- 
liolders  in  every  state  of  the  country — that 
New  York,  so  far  as  life  insurance  was 
affected  by  the  bill,  was  seeking  to  impose 
a  tax  on  the  property  of  people  living  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  He  urged 
the  exemption  of  life  insurance  companies 
from  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
already  paying  substantial  taxes  in  every 
state,  including  New  York.  On  Wednes- 
day, the  day  following  the  hearing,  the 
Mills  bill  was  abandoned  and  a  substitute 
agreed  upon  which  does  not  affect  life 
insurance  companies. 


Change  of  Date.  —  The  Manhattan  Life 
Insurance  Company,  which  intended  to 
hold  its  agency  convention  at  San  Francisco 
on  April  26th,  has  seen  fit  to  postpone  the 
gathering  so  that  more  agents  than  those 
who  would  be  present  on  April  28th  may,  if 
possible,  be  able  to  attend. 

I.  Jalonick  is  visiting  this  Coast. 


Spokane   Life  Notes 

The  Life  Underwriters  Association  of 
Spokane,  to  be  a  branch  of  the  National 
Association  of  Life  Underwriters,  was  or- 
ganized Friday  evening,  April  16.  A  sec- 
ond merting  was  held  April  19  at  which  the 
by-laws  and  constitution  were  adopted  and 
the  details  of  the  organization  completed. 
H.  H.  AVard  of  Portland,  Pacific  Mutual; 
Guy  Withers,  Equitable,  of  Seattle,  and 
others  addressed  the  local  underwriters  at 
the  dinner  prior  to  the  business  meeting. 

The  new  officers  are:  H.  Cole  Evans,  su- 
perintendent Metropolitan,  president;  Jo- 
seph Preston,  superintendent  Prudential, 
vice  president;  Charles  A.  McCoy,  general 
agent  Equitable,  second  vice  president;  and 
H.  R.  Fenstamaker,  superintendent  of 
agents  Central  Life  of  Des  Moines,  secre- 
tary-treasurer. This  organization  takes  up 
the  work  dropped  by  the  Inland  Empire  Life 
Underwriters  Association.  Life  insurance 
men  have  felt  for  some  time  that  there 
should  be  an  organization  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  business.  The  new^  associa- 
tion starts  out  with  strong  prospects  and  a 
full  delegation  to  the  National  Association's 
convention  at  San  Francisco  will  result. 

Mr.  Evans,  the  new  president  of  the  Spo- 
kane association,  has  only  been  in  Spokane 
a  few  weeks,  having  succeeded  George  D. 
Bennett,  who  was  transferred  to  Salt  Lake 
City  to  look  after  the  Metropolitan's  en- 
larged business  there. 


Vice  President  Piatt  of  the  North  America 
has  been  visiting  California. 

In  Western  Union  territory  the  new  term 
rules  will  gradually  be  put  into  effect — two 
and  a  half  rates  for  three  years  and  four 
rates  for  five  years. 

Of  131  fire  companies  only  28  made  Ameri- 
can underwriting  profits  in  1914. 

Edward  E  Potter,  the  veteran  California 
fire  underwriter  and  olive  orchardist,  went 
to  Cuba  to  meet  young  man  Spring,  and  at 
last  accounts  was  on  the  way  to  the  Canary 
Islands,  bound  thence  to  the  Continent,  to 
some  country  where  the  warriors  are  not 
raising  Cain — possibly  Spain. 
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CHIPS 

— Wyoming's  new  resident  agency  law  goes 
into  effect  May  15. 

—President  Faynionville  is  attending  the 
meeting  of  the  Western  Union. 

— The  Fireman's  Fund  new  building  is  now 
one  of  the  beautiful  landmarks  of  San 
Francisco. 

— A  large  life  company  wants  an  active  man 
with  executive  ability  to  take  charge  of  a 
good  interior  field  in  California.  Address 
in  confidence  Editor  Coast  Review. 

— Not  a  clarivoyant,  fortune-teller,  palmist 
or  medium  predicted  the  California  earth- 
quake and  burning  of  San  Francisco. 
Nobody  had  a  lock  of  the  hair  of  the  clerk 
debonair  who  makes  earthquakes. 

— In  one  of  our  advance  issues  we  erron- 
eously stated  that  H.  Dukenfeld  had  been 
appointed  special  agent  for  the  Caledonian, 
instead  of  another  company.  The  Cale- 
donian has  appointed  no  special  agent  in 
the  Nortliwest.  Charles  A.  Colvin  is  super- 
intendent of  agencies  for  that  section. 

— Agents  in  Northern  California  Wanted. — 
Manager  Lawrence,  Claus  Spreckels  build- 
ing, San  Francisco,  has  desirable  Home 
Life  territory  to  offer  agents  and  solicitors 
in  northern  California.  The  Home  Life  has 
over  $30,000,000  assets  and  is  paying  its 
policyholders  a  thousand  dollars  every  busi- 
ness day. 

— Philadelphia,  April  15. — Western  Union 
prohibits  practice  of  making  long-time  de- 
posits in  country  banks  to  influence  busi- 
ness. Revenue  stamps  on  agents'  bonds 
must  be  bought,  stuck  and  canceled  by 
agents,  to  avoid  invalidity  of  bonds.  The 
standard  term  rule  is  to  be  applied  to 
tornado  insurance. 

— The  Millers'  National  began  suit  this 
week  in  the  federal  court  for  a  restraining 
order  and  writ  of  mandate  directed  against 
J.  E.  Phelps  as  insurance  commissioner  of 
California.  This  is  the  fourth  action 
brought  by  insurance  concerns  to  compel 
the  commissioner  to  issue  certificates  per- 
mitting them  to  continue  operations.  Suits 
for  damages  are  talked  of. 


— Spokane,  April  16.  —  Empire  Music  Co. 
store,  412  Sprague. 

— Ellensburg,  AVash.,  April  12.  —  State 
Normal  school  bldg.  damaged. 

— Salem,  Ore.,  April  16. — Mutuals  must 
return  unearned  premiums,  rules  state 
attorney  general. 

— The  Cosmopolitan  Life  of  Georgia  has 
retired.  The  price,  and  no  market  for  cotton 
hurt  life  insurance  in  the  South. 

— Hood  River,  Or.,  April  19.  —  Robert 
Robinson's  home  was  burned  today.  Two 
daughters,  14  and  7,  lost  their  lives. 

— -Napoleon's  mother  was  married  at  13  and 
bore  13  children  during  the  nineteen  years 
of  her  life.  She  accompanied  her  husband, 
an  oflicer  under  Paoli,  in  Corsica's  war — 
shared  his  perils  and  rough  life  in  the 
mountains.  Napoleon  was  born  soon  after 
the  close  of  the  war.  Here's  an  idea  for 
those  who  believe  in  pre-natal  influences. 
For  those  who  believe  in  inheritance,  here  is 
a  fact:  Napoleon  died,  it  appears,  of  the  same 
stomach  disease  which  ended  his  father's 
life  at  age  35. 

— The  Fire  Underwriters  Day  events  were 
carried  out  as  published  in  the  Coast 
Review  advance  sheet.  California  and 
adjacent  streets  were  filled  w'ith  double- 
decker  autos  at  1:30  p.  m.,  loaded  with 
people  from  the  various  offices.  Everybody 
wore  a  badge  and  carried  a  banner  or  a 
package  Away,  with  cheers,  moved  the 
procession.  Uncle  William  Sexton  was  the 
grand  marshal.  Into  the  fair  grounds  and 
through  the  court  of  the  universe  they 
marched  and  the  band  played.  Chief 
Charlie  Moore  made  the  speech  of  welcome 
to  our  city.  He  presented  a  plaque  to 
President  Medcraft  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers Association  of  the  Pacific.  In 
behalf  of  the  fire  underwriters,  Mr.  Medcraft 
responded.  Wm  J.  Button  and  Rolla  V. 
Watt  made  clever  impromptu  speeches  from 
cylinders  of  manuscripts.  We  all  cheered. 
Everybody  on  the  platform  wore  a  new  high 
silk  hat.  This  explains  the  absence  of  the 
insurance  press.  Truly,  tlie  afi'air  was  a 
success  and  satisfactory  all  round. 
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— The  Illinois  Surety  is  being  sued  for  a 
large  sum  due  under  a  policy  claim  which 
the  company  refuses  to  pay. 

— Fire. — This  week  in  San  Francisco  fire  at 
Ellis  and  Franklin  streets  destroyed  a  lot 
of  one-story  frames  and  contents,  including 
restaurant,  groceries,  saloon  and  shops. 

—The  ^'Etna  Life  recently  brought  suit 
against  a  policyholder  for  the  premium 
which  he  had  paid  to  its  agent,  who  had 
"forgotten"  to  turn  it  over  to  his  employer, 
the  company.  The  policyholder  was  com- 
pelled by  a  Philadelphia  court  to  pay  the 
premium  over  again  to  the  ^Etna  Life. 

— Owens  &  Phillips,  brokers,  say  in  re 
Isaac  Rothman  &  Co.  Fire  in  New  York, 
April  12,  that  several  of  the  daily  papers 
credit  it  to  "celluloid"  w'hich  is  the  trade 
name  owned  and  used  exclusively  by  The 
Celluloid  Company,  of  New  Jersey,  for  a 
pyroxylin  material  manufactured  by  them; 
and  that  there  was  no  "celluloid"  whatever 
in  the  burnt  premises,  our  clients  never 
having  sold  Messrs.  Isaac  Rothman   &   Co. 

— Marine  Limitation  of  Liability.  —  The 
United  States  "limitation  of  liability"  law, 
providing  that  the  liability  of  American 
steamship  comjianies  must  be  limited  to  the 
value  of  tlie  vessel  at  its  destination,  was 
invoked  by  the  Independent  Steamship 
Company  against  twenty-three  survivors  of 
wreck  of  the  Hanalei,  which  was  a  total 
loss.  The  survivors  sued  for  $60,000 
damages.  The  only  property  liable  was 
the  amount  of  unpaid  freight  bills,  which 
just  paid  court  costs. 

— Fire. — Portland,  Ore.,  April  19.  —  Fire 
which  broke  out  here  last  night  in  the 
Blake-McFall  Paper  Company's  six-story 
building,  Fourth  and  Ankeny  streets, 
caused  a  loss  of  $250,000.  The  Oregon 
naval  militia  was  called  to  aid  the  fire- 
fighters, and  two  fireboats  and  a  dozen 
engines  played  streams  through  the  windows 
and  doors.  The  presence  of  fire  walls  pre- 
vented the  spread  of  the  flames  to  adjoining 
buildings.  Fifteen  firemen  were  overcome 
by  smoke  and  several  had  to  be  taken  to 
hospitals. 


— Many  incendiary  fires  on  the  Coast — and 
not  an  incendiary  from  the  East  or  Middle 
West. 

— Twenty  years  ago  there  were  45  fire 
general  agencies  and  departments  in  San 
Francisco. 

— An  extraordinary  number  of  incendiary 
fires  are  reported  on  the  Atlantic  Coast. 
Why  doesn't  the  National  Board  keep 
track  of  them? 

— New  England. — Out  at  the  fair  today, 
April  24,  the  descendants  of  the  Mayflower 
pilgrims  celebrated.  Herbert  Folger,  assist- 
ant general  agent  of  the  Tyson  companies, 
made  a  thoughtful  and  entertaining  address 
on  the  "^ligration  of  the  Pilgrims." 

—Meeting  of  the  F.  U.  A.  P.— The  39th  annual 
meeting  of  the  Fire  Underwriters  Associa- 
tion of  the  Pacific,  held  in  the  Board 
assembly  room,  San  Francisco,  April  20  and 
21  this  year,  in  Insurance  Week,  was  the 
usual  practical  gettogether  of  the  Coast  field 
men.  President  Medcraft  presided.  The 
papers  were  fully  up  to  the  high  standard 
of  the  past.  On  the  afternoon  of  Wednes- 
day there  was  an  adjournment  for  it  was 
Fire  Underwriters'  day  at  the  fair.  The 
banquet  in  the  evening  was  attended  by 
some  250  men  from  all  over  the  Coast  and 
including  visitors  from  the  East.  The  feast 
was  enlivened  further  by  orchestral  and 
vocal  music.  The  University  of  California 
octette  sang.  Harold  Parish  Williams  was 
the  soloist.  A  new  banquet  feature  was  the 
reading  of  the  Knapsack  by  Editor  Heuer, 
who  mounted  the  pulpit  in  the  upper  story 
and  roused  the  audience  below  with  a  fusi- 
lade  of  witty  things.  The  new  president, 
H.  P.  Blanchard,  was  introduced;  the  new 
vice  president,  W.  Irving,  was  detained 
at  home  by  order  of  his  physician.  Mr. 
Blanchard  asked  for  the  co-operation  of  all 
the  members  of  the  association  in  the 
ensuing  year  and  promised  to  do  aU  in  his 
power  to  make  the  next  meeting  as  success- 
ful as  this  one.  We  must  not  forget  to 
mention  the  song  for  the  occasion,  com- 
posed by  poets  A.  M.  Brown  and  R.  C. 
Medcraft,  with  music  composed  by  the 
latter. 
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"How's  business?"   "Business  is  rotten." 
Modesto,    Cal.,    April  2.  —  Player   drug 
store  and  cigars. 

Kweer  Langgwaj.  —  Blood,  food,  good, 
should,  shoulder,  bolder,  coal,  dole,  poll. 

Life.— The  E.  H.  Lestock  Gregorys  are 
again  in  conspicuous  press  evidence  by 
suing  for  and  fighting  divorce.  Sometimes 
a  whole  column.  There  is  $20,000  unpaid 
alimony,  dating  back  to  the  interlocutory 
decree  in  October  1904 — $150  a  month. 
The  record  was  destroyed  in  1906  fire.  So 
Lestock  fights  final  decree.  Nine  months 
after  the  temporary  decree  the  two  marital 
contractors  signed  a  joint  stipulation  dis- 
missing the  divorce  action.  Mrs.  Gregory 
claims  that  her  signature  to  this  stipulation 
was  secured  fraudulently,  inasmuch  as  she 
did  not  know  what  she  was  signing.  Shortly 
afterward,  she  avers,  her  husband  persuaded 
her  to  give  him  several  letters  which  he  had 
written  her  admitting  indiscretions  with 
other  women.     Then  he  sent  her  to  Phila- 


delphia to  get  a  divorce.  She  failed  in  the 
effort.  Again  reconciled.  Husband,  after 
three  years,  sent  wife  to  Europe.  Another 
reconciliation,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  lived  in 
the  same  house  three  whole  days.  Then 
Mr.  sent  Mrs.  to  Los  Angeles  to  get  a 
divorce.  Court  now  refuses  to  grant  decree 
because  of  reconciliation.  §20,000  saved. 
The  public  waits  for  new  developments; 
Lestock  is  general  agent  for  .Etna  Life  for 
California.     Truly  it  is  funny. 

Legal  Points.  —  "Where  a  soliciting  agent 
makes  out  an  application  incorrectly  after 
the  facts  are  truthfully  stated  to  him,  such 
error  is  chargeable  to  the  insurer.  — 151  N. 
W.  7. 

The  funds  deposited  with  the  treasurer  by 
an  insurance  company,  which  has  become 
insolvent  and  ceased  to  be  a  going  concern, 
cannot  be  garnished  by  a  judgment  credi- 
tor.—Oglesby  V.  Durr,  173  S.  W.  275. 


Great    waste   of 
socialist  lecturer. 


time:    listening     to    a 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Organ  i  zed  1808 


Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  with  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

For  fall  information  write  ffte  Company  at 
LOS  ANGELES,    CALIFORNIA 
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NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  1. 1915) 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 

.      $10,187,030 


NET  SURPLUS,     "         .         .      4,021,442 

E.  F.  BEDDALL  N.  S.  BARTOW  GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 

President  Secretary  Vice-President 

Gross  Assets  '^^;,^  $107,521,857 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  46,783,587 
Net  Surplus  -  -  17,380,987 
Losses  Paid    -    -    260,831,312 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 

LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 

DEPARTMENT    OFFICES:      Boston,   Nev^r  York,  Chicago,   Atlanta, 

San  Francisco,   Montreal.  tS'  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


RoyAl 

^iNSURANGE 
COMPANY  . 


ROLLA  V-  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOGARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.  KELLAM,  Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL  AGENTS:  Frank  M.  Gilcrest,  H.  R.  Burke,  J.  K.  Urmston 
J.  B.  Walden,  D.  L.  Stewart,  C.  D.  Gabrielson,  E.  P.  Eldred, 
J.  H.  Banks,  F.  J.  Perry,  J.  T.  O'Brien,  R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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Our  Directory  of  Pacific  Coast  Fieldmcn 


Special  Agents  are  invited 
Aetna 

San  Francisco— J.  A.  Murphy,  geu'l 
adjuster;        H.F.Mills 

E.  V.  Culver.  G.  F.  Roberts 
Los  Angeles— H.  E.  O'Brien 

J.  A.  Gallagher 
Seattle— F.  H.  Rhoads 
Spokane— G.  S.  Mariner 
Butte,  Mont— Jno.  P.  Breeden 

W.  W.  Alverson 

San  Francisco— R.  R-  Roper 
Los  Angeles— T.  J,  Keleher 
Portland— A.  M.  Lovelace 
Spokane— \V.  T.  Booth 

Atlas 

Denver— Wm.  Manning 
Portland— A.  E.  Ehrhorn 
San  Francisco-F.  H.  Elster 

Craig  Owens 
Spokane — E.  K.  Lower 
Los  Angeles— H.  R.  Jackson 

Bertheau,  Setback  &  Bertheau 

San  Francisco— Wm.  Sheldon 
Los  Angeles— R.  L.  Mot^'ulloch 
Portland — Miles  D.  Warren 
Spokane— Walter  E.  Felthouse 

Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

San  Francisco — 

W.  H.  Gibbons.  L.  M.  Hale 

W.  B.  Westlake 
Los  Angeles— Chas. Van  Valkenbnrg 
Seattle— W.  P.  Porep 
Spokane— Chas.  A.  Wendler 
Denver— Jesse  DeBruhl 

California 

San  Francisco— J.  \V.  Warner. Asst.SeC 
H.  C.  R.  Buswell.  Supt.  of  Agen's 
John  M.  Clayton 

Los  Angeles— Leigli  H.  Roljins 

Seattle— A.  X.  Lindsay, 
\.  Dukinfleld 

Portland— B.  A.  SifFord 

Chapman  &  Nauman  Co. 

San  Francisco — Theo.  SchlosSer 
Seattle — Edw  B.  Fleming 

Christensen  &  Goodwin 

San  Francisco — R.  De  Lappe 

Geo.  T.  Gray,  Carl  A.  Truitt 
Los  Angeles— E.  B.  Flack 

R.  X.  Louoks,  Jr. 
Seattle— Will.  F.  Zwiok 
Spokane— Walter  A.  Frai^ier 
Portland — Fred  Tebben 
Helena— John  B.  Fritschi 
Boise — L.  L.  Dibble 

James  F.  Cobb  Co.  Inc. 

San  Francisco— Robt.  R.  Henley 
Los  Angeles— Geo.  .S.  Caruthers,  Jr. 

Connecticut  &  Westchester 

San  Francisco— C.  W.  Von  Tagen 

Fred  S.  Dick 
Los  Angeles— L.  P.  .Stephens 
Portland— James  S.  Reed 
Salt  Lake— W.  S.  Ferris 
Spokane— John  M.  Gordon 


to  send  us  corrections 

Continental  and  Fidelity 
Underwriters 

San  Francisco— F.  P.  Wilson 

A.  G.  Nason  &  Co. 
Sacramento— Jay  C.  Wickler 
Los  Angeles— G.  L.  Mclntire 
Portland— W.  A.  Williams 
Helena— J.  W.  Gamble 
Seattle — G.  L.  .i.  Lauer 

Curtis  &  Gordon 

San  Francisco — 

Clarence  L.  Greenwalt 
Portland — E.  C.  Morgan 
Los  Angeles— Leo  L.  Gibscn 

The  James  H.  de  Veuve  Co. 

Seanle— B.D..Smalley,H.A.Canfield 

B.  D.  .Smalley  Jr. 
Portland— D.  T.  Child 
San  Francisco — Earl  de  Veuve 

Fireman's  Fund 

San  Francisco — R.  D.  Hunter 
Samuel  Simmen,  John  J.  Ham- 
mond, Kenneth  Brown, 
A.  E.  Webber,  Bayard  E.Nourse 
Miran  B.  .Swett 

Los  Angeles — Weldon  D.  Whelan 
Cheater  A.  Swift 
Geo.  D.  Gilmore 

Portland— H.  B.  Tickner 

Seattle— Frank  L.  Emerick 

Spokane— Jas.  R.  Quick 

Denver— F.  G.  White.  W.  P.  CofTey 
Frederick  R.  Lanagan 
S.  E.  Norton 

Dallas-C.   C.   Wright.  J.  H.  Snell 
J.  C.  Evans 

Helena— C.  D.  French 

Fire  Association  and  Philadel- 
phia Underwriters 

San  Francisco— Thos.  F.  0'Gro<ly 
Charles  L.  Barsotti,  Howard  W. 
Hogan 
Los  Angeles— Geo.  F.  Staniford 
Portland— Frank  S.  Glover 
Seattle-C.  R.  Harold 
Helena— PVrcy  B.  Churchill 
Denver— L.  D.  Griffin 

Fidelity -Phenix  of  New  York 

San  Francisco— Arthur  G.Xason&Co 
Seattle— Fred  D.  Hougham 
Spokane— Charles  L.  Bailey 
Los  Angeles-F.  Earl  Alderson 
Sacramento— H.  R.  Wickler 

Germania  Fire 

San  Francisco— Fred  S.  Penfield 
Seattle— Per  Lee  Welty 
Spokane— Z.  M.  Boyer 

George  O.  Hoadley 

San  Francisco— Alex  J.  Cartwright 
Portland— A.  H.  Jackson 
Spokane— F.  J.  Root 
Los  Angeles— Mark  B.  Harris 

Dixwell  Hewitt 

San  Francisco— Geo.  E.  Devine, 
.Supt.  of  Agencies 
>L  E.   Spalding.  R.  E.  Dollard 
Wm.  S.Dennis,  L.  H.Earle 

Los  Angeles— P.  H.  Griffith 
E.  E.  Price 

Portland— J.  J.  Dennis 

Spokane—  Xeil  Stewart 

Butte- Chas.  E.  Miller 


Home    New   York 

San  Francisco— Harry  L.  Roff. 
J.  J.  Sheahan,  H.  W.  Wagenet 

E.  A.  Sheahan,  G.  W.  Madison 
Los  Angeles — Chas.  Quitzow 

James  S.  Suydam 
Portland— J.  D,  Coleman. 

John  C.  Fox,  Edgar  Stevens 
Spokane — Vernon  B.  McDowell 
Salt  Lake— Junius  Young, 
Great  Falls— Benn  A.  Scott 

Ins.    Co.     of  North    America    & 
Alliance 

San  Francisco — A.  C.  Wright 

F.  J.  Mayer 
Portland— Walter  E.  Bliss 
Los  Angeles — Wm.  F.  Kuhl 
Spokane— M.  H.  Reeves 
Billings,  Mont.— <Jilman  L.  Camp 

Law  Union  &  Rock  and  Union 
Assurance 

San  Francisco  —  E.  M.  Brodenstein 
Branch  sec'y ;    J.  Percy  Carroll, 
Supt.  of  Agencies 
F.  A.  Stahl.  X'oah  L.  Nelson 

Los  Angeles — F.  F.  Richards 

Portland— M.  B.  Boothby 

Denver— W.  J.  Kulp 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

San  Francisco— R.  H.  Rountree 

Harrison  Houseworth 

Chester  S.  Myrick,  Geo.  J.  .lanes 
Los  Angeles— R.  G.  Brush 

Logan  B.  Chandler 
Portland—  G.  F.  Giierraz 
Walla  Walla— F.  E.  Atkins 
Great  Falls— Grnnt  R.  Brown 

London  &  Lancashire  and  Orient 

San  Francisco— Geo.  Ormond  Smith, 
Agency  Sup't;  W.  B.  Hopkins, 
local  sec'y;     Geo.  T.  Richmond 

Los  Angeles  — J.  P.  Yates.  .Agency 
S'npt. ;  J.  P.  Hague 

Sacramento — Wm.  W.  Gilmore 

Portland— G.  L.  Goodell 

Seattle— David  H.  Parry 

Denver— Xicholas  Gardner 

Salt  Lake— X.  W.  Clayton.  .Ir. 

London 

San   Francisco— Wm.  H.  Hackett 
Supt.  of  Agencies 

Phillip  R.  Weinmann.  Ben  L 

Penfield 
Los  .Angeles— C.  W.  Rohrer 
Portland- Gus  J.  Roth 
Seattle— P.  J.  Perry 
Spokane— J.  E.  Johnsen 
Denver— T.  S.  Heath 

Macdonald  &  Miles 
San  Francisco — R.  H.  Jenkins 
Seattle — Frank  B.  Benson 

National  Union 

San  Francisco— Dixwell  Davenport 

J.  R.  Bertholf 
Oakland— E.  W.  Hall 
Los  Angeles— William  51.  Stodghill 
Seattle — Henry  G.  Graan 
Spokane — J.  F.  Price 

New  York  Underwriters  Agency 

San  Francisco— \'.  H.  Quitzow 
Los  Angeles— A.  C.  .Anderson 
Seattle— A.  E.  Bailey 
Spokane — H.  U.  Hagen 
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New  Zealand 

San  Francisco— D.  A.  Parker 
R.  E.  Oehlmaun 

Los  Angeles— C.  P.  Lyndall 

Portland— W.  G.  Fortmann 

Denver— Fred  Williams 

Spokane— Volney  Seebeck 
E.  T.  Niebling 

San  Francisco  —  John  E.  Cosgrove, 
Supt.  of  Agencies;  A.  E.  Field 
F.  J.  H.  Mamiiiig,  Geo.  F.  Heuer 

Los  Angeles— Walter  H.  Young 

Portland— H.  E.  Parkhurst 

Seattle— Geo.  W.  Swan 

Helena— I.  M.  Fisher.  Jr. 

North  British  and  Mercantile, 
Commonwealth,  New  York 

Seattle— E.  J.  Young 
Spokane— P.  W.  Gedney 
Los  Angeles— Chas.  Harris 
San  Francisco— F.  J.  Schoeneman 

C.  F.  Milliman,  G.  W.  Dearborn 
Denver— E.  C.  Willey 
Portland— H.  E.  Smith 
Helena— O.scar  Unmack 
Dallas — Wirt  Leake  • 

Houston — H.  J  Thomson 

Northern 
San  Francisco— H.  D.  Schumann 
Sacramento— L.  C.  Holloway 
Los  Angeles — G.  Mueller 
Portland— D.  Ross  Atkinson 
Seattle— F.  B.  Welpton 
Butte — E.  C.  Fotheringham 

Northwestern  National 
Seattle— A.  M.  Jones 
Los  Angeles— W.  E.  Labry 
San  Francisco— C.  W.  Greene 

H.  L.  Clark 
Tacoma— L    S.  Frudenfeld 
Spokane— G.  F.  Xickerson 
Norwich  Union 
Los  Angeles — F.  C.  Staniford 
San  Francisco  — William    L.  Wallace 
Portland— A.  W.  Giesy 

H.  W.  Randall 

A.  C.  Olds 
San  Francisco — Paul  St.  John 
Los  Angeles— Warren  (Jarapbell 
Sacramento— E.  E.  Panabaker 
Portland— Chas.  A.  flolvin 
Edwin  Parrish 
Portland  — Chester  A.  Deering 
Spokane — .John  A.  Carlson 
Los  Angeles — O.  D.Baldwin 

B.  C.  Fisher 
Sacramento — W.  D.  Young 
San  Francisco — R.  T.   Boyd 
C.  C.  Trowbridge 


Pennsylvania 

San  Francisco— S.  P.  Mesick,  F.  J. 

Agnew,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

F.  A.  Lathrop 
Oakland— F.J.  Agnew, Supt  of  Agen. 
Los  Angeles— A.  C.  McConnell 
Portland— Chas.  V.  McCarthy 

Phoenix,  London 

San  Francisco— G.  A.  R.  Heuer 

WillardT.  Lovell, 

Munro  English,  Chas.  R.  Stone 

Geo.  A.  Yocum,  W.  H.  Ticknor 
Portland— Edwin  C.  F.  Knowles 

B. W.  Jones 
Spokane  —  .1.    Robb    Gay 
Los  Angeles — Otho  N.Hall 

H.G.  Large.    B.  J.  Kellner 

E.  E.  Potter  &  Sons 

San  Francisco — E.  G.  Potter, 

Sup't  of  Agencies;  R.  H.  Davis 
Los  Angeles— C.  H.  Gatchel 
Portland — E.  A.  Parsons 
Seattle— C.  R.  Kerns 
Bozeman — C.  E.  Dunlop 

Royal  Exchange 

Denvei — W.  J.  Ciscel 

Seattle— Lawrence  F.  Lamping 

Royal   and  Queen 

San  Francisco — F.  M.  Gilcrest 
J.  E.  Walden.    Fred.  H.   Farr 
R.  .S.  Folger 

Fresno— E.  P.  Eldred 

Los  Angeles— J.  K.  Urmstoil 
F.  J.  Perry 

Sacramento— D.  L.  Stewart 

Portland— H.  R.  Burke 

Seattle — Matt  B.  Evans 

Salt  Lake— J.  H.  Banks 

Salem,  Or. — C.  D.  Gabrielson 

Spokane — J.  T.  O'Brien 

Springfield 

San  Francisco— Geo.  C.  Codding 

Frank  H.  Young,  H.  K.  Nourse 
Los  Angeles— J.  E.  Crandall 
Portland— J.  F.  R,  Webber 
Seattle— C.  H.  Anderson 
Salt  Lake— L.  B.  Rogers 

Scottish  Union  &  National  and 
State  Assurance 

San  Francisco— J.  H.  Fuller 

Rollin  M.  Kelley 
Los  Angeles  —  Chas.  Niemann 
Tacoma— Fred  W.  Gaston 
Spokane— H.  C.  Edmundsoh 
Denver— John   M.  Hopkins,    J.   L. 

Reams 


Seeley  &  Co. 

San   Francisco — Frank  F.  Wood, 
Mgr.  for  northern  CaL; 
Jos.  H.  Cote 

Los  Angeles — J.  Krug,  Jr.,  for 
southern  Cal. 

Portland— E.  R.  J.  Demmer,  J.  M. 
Hiatt.L.  R.  Boyle.  R.  D.  Murray, 
Louis  Van  Orman,  for  Oregon. 

Seaule- H.  O.  Price,  H.  L.  Leath. 
O.  R.  Daly,  J.  H.  Pethrick,  F.  W. 
Bert,  Jr.,  Norman  Burscher, 
C.  H.  Powers,  A.  H.  Pertrand, 
F.  W.  Merrick,  D,  E.  Dwyer,  for 
western  Washington. 

Spokane — 0.  R.  Daly,  for  eastern 
Washington  and  northern  Idaho 

Vancouver.  B.  C. — W.  A.  Wand,  for 
western  British  Columbia 

Fernie,  B.  c— J.  F.  Fleck,  for  east- 
ern British  Columbia  and  west- 
ern Alberta. 

Geo.  H.  Tyson 

San  Francisco — Harry  Benner, 
Cliford  ("only,  Supt  of  Agents 
J.  C.  Howard,  General  Adjuster 
J.  B.  Hatcher,  H.  L.  Cope 
Douglas  Parker.  C.  E.  E.  Ellis 
Meredith  Parker 

Los   Angeles — F.  G.  Ainley 
E.  R.  Holland 

Sacramento — E.  F.  Hewit 
Portland— A.  M.  Peckham 
Seattle— W.T.Burwell.L.D.MitCheli 
Spokane — F.  O.  Vincent 
Salt  Lake  City — Arthur  A.  Ferns 
Wayman  and  Henry 

San  Francisco  —  W.    W.    Cleveland, 

J.  R.  Kenna,  E.  P.   Caine,  John 

A.  Faull    J.  N.Waters 
Los  Angeles— Edward  A,  Rowe 

James  F.  Boylan 
Portland — E.  R.  Thompson 
Seattle— Bruce  Kaltz 
Spokane-W.  S.  Gill,  C.  B.  Harris 
Denver— C.  S.  Hill 

Western  and  British  America 
Seattle— H.  P.  Hildreth 
San  Francisco — J.  C.  Crooks 
Los  Angeles — Jno.  W.  Byrnes 

Appraisers 

San  Francisco — J.  P.  Treanor 
Portland — W'm.  B.  Honeyman 


$125,000  Fire  in  Portland 
Portland,  (Ore.)  April  25.  —  Fire 
originating  early  today  on  the  third 
floor  of  the  Albers  Brothers'  dock  on 
the  waterfront  sprea:!  to  the  firm's 
mill  adjoining  and  before  it  was 
quenched  caused  damage  to  machinery 
and  stock  estimated  at  $125,000.  The 
plant   adjoins    the    Broadway    bridge, 


which  spans  the  Willamette  river, 
and  the  bridge  for  a  time  was  seriously 
menaced.  The  greater  part  of  the 
damage  was  to  stock. 

R.  D.  Tweeddale,  formerly  in  San 
Francisco  and  a  partner  of  Robert 
Dickson,  is  now  country  state  agent 
for  the  City  of  N.  Y.  in  Maryland. 
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Main  Offices 
56  Cedar  Street 


ORGANIZED 
APRIL  13th,  1853 


THE    HOME 

Insurance    Company 

NEW  YORK 


ELBRIDGE   G.   SNOW, 
President 


The  completion  of  SIXTY  YEARS 
finds  THE  HOME  in  the  premier  posi- 
tion among  the  Insurance  Companies  of 
the  world  not  only  in  respect  of  FIRE 
ASSETS  and  SURPLUS  to  POLICY- 
HOLDERS— but  with  an  unexcelled  rec- 
cord  for  fair  dealing  in  every  emergency 
as  well  as  in  ordinary  routine — with  an 
unsurpassed  equipment,  and  with  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  readiness  to  serve 
the  public,  its  agents  and  brokers. 
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Trial  Policies 

j!\.gents  will  render  an  appreciated 
service  by  not  issuing  a  policy  un- 
certain of  acceptance  without  having 
at  least  the  assurance  that  earned 
premium  will  be  paid  if  policy  is  re- 
turned for  cancellation. 

Some  property  owners  methodically 
steal  periods  of  insurance  in  this  way. 

Greater  caution  in  this  matter  is  re- 
quired now  than  heretofore,  because 
if  a  policy  is  held  after  date  of  its 
commencement,  revenue  stamps  are 
without  rebate.  One  company,  doing 
a  large  business,  says  it  had  about 
9,000  "cancelled"  and  "not  taken" 
policies  returned  last  year.  If  we  may 
suppose  that  they  averaged  ten  days 
of  unpaid  earned  premium  the  aggre- 
gate will  be  two    hundred    and   forty- 


six  years.  "Trial"  policies  are  a 
trouble  to  agents  and  expensive  to 
companies. — Now  and  Then. 


A  Perfect  Stranger 

During  the  trial  of  Brokamp  v.  Cin- 
cinnati Traction  Company  in  the  Com- 
mon Pleas  Court  the  following  took 
place • 

Attorney:  I  will  ask  you  if  you 
saw  the  wagon  and  the  car  before  the 
accident? 

Witness:     Yes,  sir. 

Attorney:  I  will  now  ask  you  if 
you  saw  the  actual  impact? 

Witness:  I  don't  know  such  a  man. 
The  Docket. 


Oroville,  Cal.,  is  again  "wet."     It 
was  losing  miners'  business  to  Chico. 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid  Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabliities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY   PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Manager 

R.    C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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LAKE  YOU  PLEASED?         I 
TF  MOT    SRR  ^ 


IF  NOT,  SEE 


US 


POLICIES    UP  TO   THE   MINUTE 

LirE,  ACCIDENT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE  " 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldg.  LOS    A>'GELES.  CAL. 


n 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -        -         $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,      -  -        -        -       7,543,103.12 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

H.   R.   MANN,   Manager 
F.   M.   BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Manag^ers 
Paific     Coast  Department:    339-34^f    Sansome    St..    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  :  —  A.  E.  Bailey.  1213  Hoge  Bldg,  Seattle,  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash. —  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco — A.  C.  Anderson. 
447  Douglas  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


W.  R.   BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (Incorporated  isss) 

(FIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120,152.00 

Surplus $723,4337ob 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

340  California  Street,         -         -         -         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


A  bill  in  California  amends  the 
workmen's  comi>?nsation  act  and  pro- 
vides for  indemnity  for  a  1  percent 
disability;  that  in  computing  a  per- 
manent disability  no  reference  shall 
be   made    to    a    permanent    disability 


existing  at  the  time  of  the  latest  acci- 
dent, and  nothing  in  the  act  shall  bar 
the  right  of  an  injured  workman  to 
sue  for  the  collection  of  compensation 
within  245  weeks  of  injury  upon  the 
ground  that  the  original  injury  has 
caused  further  disability. 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell  Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fair  Commissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  Policyholders 

— In  short :   A  good,  all-round, 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
Write  for  full  information  today — 
HOME    OFFICE  —  SEATTLE 


LIFE 

HEALTH 

ACCIDENT 


3-1 C 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


LIFE 

A  bill  has  passed  the  California 
senate  and  will  probably  be  passed  by 
the  lower  house  committee,   providing 

B 


average  of  twenty-five  cents  a  policy. 
Companies  have  the  option  of  coming 
under  the  law  or  staying  out,  but  if 
one  policy    is    registered,    then   every 


for  the  registration  of  all  policies 
written  in  California  and  the  deposit 
of  the  full  net  value  of  the  policy  with 
the    state    as    special    security    at    an 


policy  must  be  registered.    The  present 
law  is  similar. 


The     hypercritical 
hypocritical  man. 


man    is  too  often    a 


During  1914  The  Prudentiars 

expense-rate  was  the  lowest  in  its  history. 

It  made  the  remarkable  record  while  issuing  and  reviving 
the  largest  amount  of  life  insurance  ever  recorded  in  a  single 
year  by  any  company  in  the  world. 

As  an  example  of  two-handed  efficiency,  this  achievement 
will  stand  unapproached  for  many  a  day. 

THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST  F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  Office.  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

Incorporated  Under  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
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LIFE 

The  Anchor  Life  Insurance  Company 
was  organized  as  a  stock  life  insurance 
company  under  the  Indiana  statute  of 
1899.  It  was  incorporated  October  31, 
1906,  and  a  license  to  operate  in 
Indiana  was  granted  June  17,  1907. 
It  passed  under  its  present  manage- 
ment when  it  was  bought  from  another 
Indiana  institution,  which  had  come 
into  control  of  the  company  following 
the  failure  of  the  Columbus  Securities 
Company,  which  went  into  the  hands 
of  a  receiver  some  time  ago.  The 
transaction  by  which  the  Anchor  took 
over  the  business  of  the  Majestic  Life 
Insurance  Company,  November  20, 
1914,  also  has  figured  heavily  in  the 
alleged  impairment  of  the  company's 
resources. 

Archbishop    Ireland    on    Life    Insurance 

"I  cannot  understand  why  there 
should  be  a  single  individual  with 
any  responsibility  whatsoever,  who 
has  family,  relatives  or  friends,  who 
has  not  an  insurance  upon  his  life. 
I  hold  as  benefactors  of  humanity  and 


society  those  who  go  around  using 
eloquence,  poetry  and  persuasion  and 
everything  else,  and  win  them  to  go 
out  and  insure  their  lives.  I  have 
very  little  regard  for  any  man  who 
leaves  this  world  without  having  been 
able  to  leave  behind  him  a  life  insur- 
ance policy,  so  that  those  dependent 
on  him  are  provided  for;  so  that  any 
debts  he  himself  may  have  are  paid, 
and  if  he  has  not  much  of  an  estate, 
so  that  he  himself  may  be  buried  in 
decency  and  honor." — Archbishop  Ire- 
land, in  Minneapolis. 

A  Milwaukee  judge  last  week  ruled 
that  the  holder  of  a  life  policy  cannot 
change  the  name  of  a  beneficiary  even 
if  the  policy  expressly  permits  it.  The 
insured  in  this  case  made  his  wife  the 
beneficiary  and  afterward  made  his 
daughters  the  beneficiaries.  The  court 
held  that  the  state  law  of  Wisconsin 
prohibits  such  change. 

TO  POST  MASTER:  You  are  authorized  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 

TO  HOTEL  KEEPER:  You  are  authorized  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 


GOOD   AGENTS   WANTED 

THE 

West    Coast    Life    Insxirance    Co. 

Home  Office  :  West  Coast  Life  Building,  Northwest  Corner 
Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets,  San  Francisco 


ORIGINAL    AND    ATTRACTIVE 
ORDINARY    AND    INDUSTRIAL 

Policies  Which  Meet  With  Instant  Favor 


OFFICERS-  THOS.  L.  MILLER,  President 

C.   O.   G.    MILLER,   Vice-President 

JULIAN  SONNTAG,  second  Vice-President 

WILLIAM  C.  HAMMOND,  Secretary 
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1792 


—  FIRE  INSURANCE 


AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE- 


1915 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 


OF    PHILADELPHIA 


ASSETS, $18,613,414.00 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL.  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore. 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


Oil    Danger 

Recently  at  Seattle  the  steamer 
Whatcom  veered  25  feet  from  her 
course  and  carved  through  the  outer 
end  of  a  trestle  owned  by  the  General 
Petroleum  Company,  at  the  foot  of 
Charles  street,  just  north  of  the  Seattle 
Construction  and  Dry  Dock  plant,  after 
which  she  shoved  her  nose  through 
the  steel  side  of  the  company's  oil 
barge,  Nuuana,  inflicting  a  wound 
through  which  black  oil  poured  for 
hours. 

The  oil  spread  rapidly  along  the 
waterfront,  but  fortunately  no  pile 
driver  or  steamboat  firemen  threw  over- 
board any  live  coals,  so  the  waterfront 
was  saved  from  a  general  conflagration. 
But  citizens  who  have  dealings  along 
the  front  will  note  the  oil  fumes  for  a 
long  time.     Just  a  few  hours  after  the 


accident,  the  piling  under  wharves 
north  and  south  for  some  distance  was 
heavily  coated  with  oil. 

Fire  authorities  fought  hard  when 
the  General  Petroleum  Co.  sought  en- 
trance of  the  city  council,  some  months 
ago.  The  standard  requirements  for 
the  storage  of  fuel  oil  in  large  quanti- 
ties demand  that  it  be  on  land,  in 
permanent  and  substantial  tanks,  200 
feet  from  any  body  of  water.  But 
this  company,  arguing  they  would 
cheapen  oil,  gained  permission  to 
permanently  moor  a  tanker  in  the 
harbor. 

Jay  Gould,  railroad  magnate,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  began  his  business  career 
as  a  clerk  in  a  tin  shop.  At  20  he 
was  tanning  and  selling  leather. 

Henry  Clay  sold  and  delivered  corn 
and  flour  in  his  youth. 
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AUTOMOBILE    I 

NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance    Company 
Assets,     -     $6,916,921.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -      $3,503,411.00 

■  DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company  1 

Assets,     -     $2,278,039.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,574,706.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS 

ill     Assets,  -  $10,742,403.00    Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,862,302.00 
EDWIIN     PARRISH,    Manager 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing  paid-for  Insurance  in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance   Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 

ARTHUR    L.  BATES,  President 

Address      Albert  E.  Awde,    Snpt.  of  Agencies 
7  \V.  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 

Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

T.  H.    McAllis,   Manager,    Sherlock     Bldg., 
Portland,  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren.  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Seattle, 
Wash. 
J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


In  the  past  year  the  raih-oads  of  the 
United  States  have  been  discharging 
employees  at  the  rate  of  10,000  a 
month.  The  freight  carried  has  de- 
clined  very    much.     The   number    of 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  January  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,  -  -  -  $1,000,000  00 
Assets,  -----  7,284,654  80 
Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 

employees  killed  while  on  duty  in  fiscal 
1914  was  2,523  against  2,939  in  the 
previous  fiscal  year. 

Peter  Cooper  tried  his  hand  at  sell- 
ing hats,  bricks,  carriages  and  grocer- 
ies before  he  established  his  extensive 
glue  factory. 
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Pacific  Department;  Insuran 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE   INSURANCE  CO. 

HARTFORD 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

ce  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

OF 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J.  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

K.  &.  M.  Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,    Mass. 

Largest    Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets     $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8,979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,490,436.53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 
the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus 590,434  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,014,985.00 


OFFICE:    KOHL    BUILDING, 

Corner  California  and  Montgomery  Streets,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst  Manager 

SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

F.  J,  R.  WEBBER        GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.  B.  ROGERS       J.  E.  CRANDALL        C,  H.  ANDERSON 
FRANK  H.  YOUNG  H.  K.  NOURSE 


Prairie    fires  in  North   Dakota  last         In  eastern  Washington  bumper  wheat 
week  caused  over  $100,000  damage.         crops  are  predicted. 
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The  "Home  Life" 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ide  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  its  policyholders  during 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  $30,631,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  $3, 1 10,507 includ- 
ing dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
$4,533,420,  and  is  now 

$120,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 

JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE. 

Clans  Spreckels  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


War  Risk    Bureau's  Gains 

Officials  of  the  War  Risk  Bureau, 
which  carried  insurance  on  the  two 
American  steamships  which  were  sunk 
by  mines  in  the  North  Sea,  were 
heartened  by  news  that  900  bales  of 
cotton  from  the  Evelyn  had  come 
ashore  and  had  been  salved.  It  is 
possible  to  save  cotton  that  has  been 
wet,  and  the  officials  hope  to  recover 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  loss  in 
this  way. 

In  addition  the  bureau  had  $750,000 
on  the  cotton  carried  by  E.  N.  Brei- 
tung's  Dacia,  now  held  for  a  French 
prize  court.  It  is  expected  that  the 
court  will  allow  this  cotton  to  be  sold, 
so  that  the  government  will  not  have 
to  bear  any  large  loss.  The  question 
of  indemnifying  an  insured  vessel  for 
delays  due  to  the  war  has  not  been 
passed  on. 
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ACCIDENT 

The  widow  of  Dr.  W.  C.  Merrick,  a 
dentist  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  been 
given  judgment  against  the  Travelers 
for  $6,742  under  an  accident  policy. 
She  claims  that  while  her  husband  was 
treating  a  patient  for  infected  gums, 
the  patient  coughed  and  germs  en- 
tered Dr.  Merrick's  nose,  resulting  in 
his  illness  and  death  shortly  after- 
wards. The  jury  held  that  the  cough- 
ing was  an  accident. 


Group    accident    insurance 
latest  by  the  Pacific  Mutual. 


IS 


the 
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at  the  north  end  of  Market  street,  had 

Redding,  Cal.,  April  7.  —  A   large  been  untenanted  for  a  week, 
two-story  residence  belonging  to  John  SURETY 

Bull,  an  Ingot  mining  man,    was    de-         ^he  American    Surety    has    cut    its 

stroyed  here  at  12:30  this  morning  by  dividend  one-half.     This   company  is 

a  fire  which  seemed    to    have    started  said  to  be  owned  by  New  York  Central 

near  the  roof.     The  house,  which  was  ^    ^  capitalists. 

The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

^ire  insurance  Companu 

HAMBURG,  GERMANY 

BRANCH   STATEMENT.   DECEMBER  31,   1914 

ASSETS  LIABILITIES 

State  Bonds        $     20,425  00  Reserve  for  Reinsurance $1416,384  75 

Municipal  and  Railroad  Bonds  ...  1,581,410  21  Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses .       165,005  00 

Cash  in  Banks ....         79,016  27  Reserve  for  Taxes  and  all  other  Liabilities       35,000  00 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection 195,785  42  Surplus 560,247  15 

$1,876,636  90  $1,876,636  90 

Cash  Assets  in  the  United  States, Sl,876,636  90 

Deposited  with  Insurance  Departments  and  Trustees,     -  1,626,835  21 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States  over    ....  28,000,000  00 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 

Insurance  in  force,  96,033  rolicies  for  -  $228,305,763 

WHAT  NO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay  to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,  Dividends,  Surrender 
Values,  Annuities  and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 
It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 

Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1, 1846,  to  Dec,  31, 1914  ....  $294,743,273.70 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period  -  -  -         304,068,509.45 

Excess  of  amount  returned  ...----..  9,325,235.75 


PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT 


Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation 


New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1826 

North  River  Insurance  Co. 

Organised  1910  Organized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Company    organized  1824 

WM.    W.  ALVERSON,  Manager 
374.   Pine  Street,        .       .       -       -       San  Francisco,  California 

Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 

c.,^.:oi  A„^„t=i  R-  R-  Roper,  San  Francisco       A.  M.  Lovelace.  Portland       AMPLE  FACILITIES  for  Handling 
special  Agents  ,  ,j,_  jj_  Keleher,  Los  Angeles       W.  T.  Booth,  Spokane  Large  Lkifts. 
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Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

"The    Oldest  Scottish  Insurance   Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50-52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOTCH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES  : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIN,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREN  CAMPBELL,  Special  Agt.  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHN,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York.  N.    Y. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  DECEMBER   31,  1914 

Assets $11,858,729  53 

Liabilities 8,319,608  72 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2.539,120  81 

Losses  Paid  to  December  31,  1914     .      .    .    48,580,800  32 
This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 

Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary.  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public,  Teams  (Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage),  Automobile  i  Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision  i.  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

(  California— CHAS.  J.  BOSWORTH,  General  Agent.  Merchants  Excliange, 
Pacific  Coast  Department:  ]  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oresfon— .SEELKY  ct  CO..  Ill  S.  10th 
(St.,  Tacoma;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle;  Board  of  Tra<le  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of    L0NI>0X 

Cash   Assets,      .      .      .      $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  — C.  \V.  Rohrf.k.  Los  Angeles,  Cal.:  Rod  E.  Smith,  Portland.  Oregon; 
T.  S.  Heath,  Denver;  .1.  E.  Johnsen,  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinmaxn.  B.  L.  Penfield,  San  Francisco. 
Percy  J    Perry,  Seattle. 

A,  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL.  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

Wm.  Hackett.  .Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch  — Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


The  United  States  fuel  ship  Caesar  hibit  ever  made  by  a  government  in 
brought  500  tons  of  government  ex-  an  exposition.  It  will  occupy  more 
hibits  to  the  Panama- Pacific  Inter-  than  192,000  square  feet,  and  will  rep- 
national    Exposition    on    January   13.  resent  every  department  of  the  govern- 


The  display  constitutes  the  largest  ex-      ment. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

(LIMITED) 

Of  London,  England 
With  which  is  Incorporated  the 


MancKesterA 


ssurance 


Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,    •     ■    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,962,091.00 


Office:     lOO    Sansome  St., 


San  Francisco 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  M.  PALACME,  Assistant  Manager 


3    Killed    by    Stepping     Into     Electrified 
Water-Puddle 

Los  Angeles,  March  28.  —  When 
Cornelius  ValkhofE  went  out  to  his 
rabbit  hutch  today  to  procure  a  hare 
for  a  birthday  dinner  he  stepped  into 
a  water  puddle  as  he  touched  the  latch 
of  the  hutch  gate  and  fell  dead.  An 
electric  cable  leading  to  a  nearby 
crematory  had  broken  during  the  night 
and  turned  its  2,200-volt  current  into 
the  wire  fence  surrounding  the  hutch. 

Mrs.  Valkhoff  saw  her  husband 
writhe  and  fall   in   a   contorted   heap 


and  rushed  out  to  aid  him.  She 
stepped  into  the  puddle  as  she  touched 
his  hand,  and  fell  across  his  body 
dead . 

Harris  Skinner,  who  occupied  half 
of  the  Volkhoff  dwelling,  was  the  next 
to  invade  the  fatal  short-circuit,  bent 
on  rendering  aid,  and  he,  too,  died. 

The  hares  in  the  hutch  were  un- 
hurt. 

It  is  claimed  that  "Tipperary"  was 
written  in  North  Yakima,  Wash.,  in 
1905. 
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LIFE 

The  Manhattan  Life.  —  Vice-Presi- 
dent Roche  announces  the  following 
agency  appointments:  Spelz  &  Moore 
at  Chicago;  Rush,  Apperson  &  Golds- 
borough  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  W.  H. 
Jones  at  Salida,  Kansas;  George  A. 
Hubbard  and  C.  J.  Bowell  at  Omaha, 
Nebraska;  Harry  P.  Bradley  at  Grand 


Island,  Nebraska;    and  .John  A.   Cul- 
breath  at  Denver,  Colo. 


The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  issued 
and  paid  on  April  7th  its  check  for 
845,000  in  settlement  of  the  Skillman 
death  claim,  in  Trenton,  within  24 
hours  from  the  time  it  received  the 
proof  of  loss. 


NEW 


NEW 


MONTHLY  INCOME  BONDS 

A  new  idea  added  to  the  Popular  Monthly 
Installment  Insurance.  Gives  the  Agent  a 
ready  opening  by  gaining  the  prospect's  will- 
ing attention.  Complete  Line,  Life,  Limited 
Pay,  Endow^ments 


For  Contracts,  address  I   A.  Ewing,  General  Manager,  or  Chas.  A.  Cohen. 
Supervisor  of  Agencies,  Home  Office 

SAN    FRANCISCO   LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

San  Francisco,   California 


Southern  California  Territory,  Address  W.  Cramer,  President 

SOUTHERN  AGENCY  COMPANY 
1129  Marsh-Strong  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


Territory  in  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Arizona,  Nevada 


NEW 


NEW 


ORGANIZED    1797 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 
Assets,   Over $13,000,000.00 

Losses  Paid,  Over $100,000,000.00 

Pacific   Department  : 
J.   L   FULLER,   Manager  3  32  Pine  Street 


FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


^ 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
108-110  Sansome  Street,        -       San  Francisco,   Cal. 
A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 


[^ 
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The  FRANKFORT 

General  Insurance  Co. 

Established  1865  Entered  United  States  1896 

U.  S,  Department,  123  William  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Workmen's  Compensation 

Workmen's  Collective 

Liability 

Burglary 

Personal  Accident  and  Health 

Industrial  Accident  and  Health 


Agents  Wanted  For  Unoccupied  Territory 
Apply  to  New  York  office  or  to 

WALTER  A.  CHOWEN, 

Resident  Secretary, 

340  Sansome  Street,    San  Francisco 

Central  California  Agency 
BEN  LEONARD  COMPANY 
617  "J"  St.,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

Southern  California  Agency 

CONSOLIDATED  AGENCY    COMPANY 

334  Central  Building,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance  Company 

or  Pittsburg.  Pa. 

Cash  Capital.  -         -         -        .        -        Jl.OOO.OOO.OO 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -        -        -       1,263,340,00 

Assets, 4,195,444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department,  604  Merchants  Ex.,   S.  F 

FIELD   REPRESENTATIVES: 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF,  Northern  California. 
604  Merchants  Exchange,  S.  F. 

E.  W.  HALL.  Bay  Counties, 
500  Syndicate  Bldg.,  OaJiland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California, 
302  Stimsou  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon,  British  Columbia  and 
Western  Washington,     722  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaha  Montana  and  Eastern 
Washington,    Address — Spokane,  Wash, 


West  Virginia  has  declared  a  mora- 
torium. Times  are  hard  there  now. 
The  revenue  from  saloon  licenses  is 
lost  but  what  is  the  matter  with  lev}^- 
ing  a  new  large  tax  on  the  insurance 
companies? 


LIFE 

Forty-six  members  of  the  Sacra- 
mento Life  Insurance  Underwriters 
association,  with  members  of  the  San 
Francisco  association  and  men  promi- 
nent in  life  business  as  guests,  held 
their  regular  monthly  banquet  at  the 
Sacramento  hotel  last  night.  Eleven 
applications  for  membership  were  re- 
ceived and  voted  upon  favorably.  The 
following  were  voted  members  of  the 
Sacramento  association :  J.  R.  Whisner, 
C.  E.  Ferguson,  J.  R.  Kruse,  James 
Riley,  Earl  D.  Warts,  J.  L.  Sterner, 
W.  F.  Bliss,  James  Keane,  S.  F.  Mc- 
Anear  and  Fred  A.  Johnson. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  banquet 
the  following  responded  to  toasts: 
Horace  Hunter  of  San  Francisco,  W. 
Witherinton  of  San  Francisco,  L.  B, 
Messner,  vice  -  president  of  the  San 
Francisco  association,  and  others. 

GENERAL 

Utah  has  a  new  powder  plant  cost- 
ing a  million,  with  a  dynamite  capac- 
ity of  1,250,000  pounds  a  month. 


Build  Your  Own  Business 

under    our    direct    general    agency 
yi      contract.     This  is  a  liberal  propo- 
W      sition  for  which  men  of  ability  can 
qualify.       A  few    exceptional    op- 
portunities   are    open  at    present 
For  particulars,  address: 

JOHN  F.  ROCHE,  Vice-President 

The  Manhattan  Life 

Insurance  Co.       organized  isso 

66  Broadway,  New  York 
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/K»^^^t^r^*^    g-^m^t-^^i    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

/xmcrican  ^^cntrcii         ^j  st.  louIs  Established  1853 

Assets,  $4,320,590        Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid,  $29,707,385 

^|.       |>2,--|    F.  &  M.  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

»t«     r'aUl  of  St.   Paul,   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets,  $10,162,454    Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $4,216,643       Losses  Paid,  $47,792,188 


LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 


Mercantile  '■  "  "„•,  TuT""'     Minnesota  "".".Tpi""' 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156,705  Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156,705 

TERRITORY— California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department: — 235  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION  LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus,       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

( Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Pfiiladelphia. ) 
Total  Assets,  -  $27,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders.  -  $11,878,186.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906,        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AOENT8  : 

T.  F.  O'GRADY,  San  Francisco;  GEO.  F.  STANIFORD,  Lo8  Angeles; Portland 

315  California  Street,  -  .  -  San  Francisco 


GENERAL  Neenah,  Wis.,   April  9. —A   house 

Fell  from  the  Cheops  Pyramid  owned     by      Jacob     Rhyner,     Mensha 

Three  men  are  in  a  hospital  at  Mena  resident,  was  threatened  with  destruc- 

suffering  from  injuries  as  the  result  of  tion  when  the  sun,  shining  through  a 

falls  from  the  big  Pyramid.      One  has  bottle  of  spring  water  that  had   been 

so  injured  his  spine  that  he  will   have  left  on  the  porch,  set  the   building  on 

to  be  conveyed  back  to  Australia  on  a  fire. 


The  Great  Southern  of  Kaintuck  is 
a  company  of  the  past. 


water-bed  and  remain  on  his  back  for 

the  rest  of  his  life.      Altogether  seven 

men  have    fallen    in    the    attempt    to 

slimb   the   Cheops    Pyramid.       Four         The  Southern  States  Fire  of  Alabama 

were  killed  instantaneously.  is  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 


Pacific  Fire  Manual 
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Front 


Pacific  Fire  Manual 


A  Book  of  Instructions.     For  Local  Agents. 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FOUR  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  &?  Mercantile 

Insurance    Company  Of  London  and  Edinburgh 

Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 


ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 

(which  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Co) 


$9,139,794.00 


E.  G.  BICHABDS,  Manatjer 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street.  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  Representatives: 

E.  J.  Young.  201  American  Bank  Bldg..  Seattle:  P.  W.  Gedney.  501  Empire  .«tate  Bldg.,  Spokane.AVash  . 
E.  C.  Willey.  1645  TremontSt.,  Denver.  Colo.;C.  Harris.  515  Title  Ins.  Bid?.,  Los  Angeles;  H.  E.  .Smith, 
224  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland.  Or. ;    G.  W.  Dearborn,  F.  J.  Schoeneman,  C.  F.  Milliman,  San  Francisco. . 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

TMEN 
Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  out  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company,  Are  you  represented  here?  Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there.  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Harm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an   applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."    "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."    "My  business  is  chiefly . 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you. 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad  hand  and  the  warm 
eye  They  will  pay  you  a  handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance     Company 
or    Great    Britain. 

Organized  1824, 

FIRE    -    LIGHTNING     -    TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE    -    SPRINKLER    LEAKAGE 


North  American  Branch: 

Hartford,  Conn. 

JAMES  II.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 


FIELD    REPRESENTATIVES  t 

FRED  W.  GASTON*,  Tacoma.  Wash., 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia. 

JOHN  L.  REAMS,  State  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUXDSON.   Realty  Building. 

Spokane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco.  Gal., 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  .\rizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE : 

420  Montgomery  Street 


FIRE 

Soledad,  April  11. — Fire  starting  in  a 
butcher  shop  at  Front  and  Soledad 
streets  at  4  a.  m.  today  burned  half  a 
block  of  frame  business  buildings  and 
for  a  time  threatened  the  entire  town. 


Its  sj)read  was  stopped  by  tearing  down 
Francioni  Brothers'  livery  stable. 

The  Occidental  has  Avithdrawn  from 
terrible  Texas. 

The  Newark  will  double  its  capital. 
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FIRE 

Colorado  loss  ratio  40. 
The  president  of  the  Xevv  Jersey  fire 
has  resigned. 

Fire  reinsurance  premiums  last  year 
amounted  to  some  843,000,000. 

Klamath  co.,  Cal. ,  is  to  have  an- 
other big  sawmill,  near  Olene.  It  will 
cut  2,500,000  feet  this  summer. 


Nova  Scotia  towns  propose  to  organ- 
ize the  Municipal  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Union. 

The  late  J.  M.  De  Camp,  general 
agent  for  the  Liverpool  &  London  & 
Globe  at  Cincinnati  for  many  years, 
one  of  the  kindest  and  most  courteous 
of  men,  died  of  pneumonia,  with  little 
warning,  aged  69, 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorpokatedi85i) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Surplus $1,033,889.00 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

3  40    CALIFORNIA   STREET        ...         SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER,  SCOTT  &  HENLEY,  Managers. 


TOTAL  ASSETS  kEPRESENTED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co. 

of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York.  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  III. 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 
202  -  204  Sansome  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


22,000     EDITION 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
12th    EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey  Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.50 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Collect  and    Pay    Promptly 

Yes,  and  general  prosperity,  you 
know,  soon  reflects  back  to  the  indi- 
viduals who  make  it ;  so  that  what  we 
do  for  others  by  the  prompt  payment 
of  our  obligations  we  are  in  reality 
doing  for  ourselves. 

Past-due  debts  are  worth  less  than 
their  face  value,  even  though  they  are 
finally  paid  in  full. 

This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  cost 
of  collection  must  be  subtracted  from 
their  face. 

Every  business  or  individual  with  a 
small  number  of  past-due  accounts 
can  and  Avill  pay  their  obligations  more 
promptly  than  those  lax  in  their  collec- 
tions. 

Every  business  or  individual  main- 
tains credit  by  insisting  on  debtors 
maintaining  theirs. 

Bankers  take  this  into  consideration 
in  extending  credit. 

This  principle  will  hold  as  good  in 
the  million  dollar  concern  as  with  the 
man  with  only  honesty  for  his  capital. 

Wagering  on  War's  Finish 

London,  April  2. — Betting  on  the 
outcome  of  the  war  is  all  the  rage  in 
London  now.  Several  firms  and  indi- 
viduals, through  Lloyds  Exchange, 
have  posted  today  the  following  book 
on  the  duration  of  hostilities : 

That  the  war  will  end  before  May  1, 
1915 — 3  to  1  against. 

That  the  war  will  end  before  June 
1,  1915—2  to  1  against. 

That  the  war  will  end  before  Sep- 
tember 1,  1915 — even  money. 


That  the  war  will  end  before  Decem- 
ber 1,  1915— 10  to  1  on. 

That  the  war  will  end  before  March 
1,  1916—115  to  1  on. 

That  Germany  will  take  Paris — 25 
to  1  against. 

That  Germany  will  take  Warsaw — 
5  to  1  against. 


The  Panama  -  Pacific  International 
Exposition  established  new  pre-exposi- 
tion  attendance  records  before  the 
gates  closed  on  .January  10  to  remain 
closed  until  the  opening  day  of  Febru- 
ary 20.  The  attendance  was  2,500,000. 
In  addition  to  being  greater  than  the 
combined  pre-exposition  attendance  of 
all  other  great  expositions  this  is 
almost  equal  to  the  total  attendance  of 
the  Lewis  &  Clark  exposition  in  1905. 
Total  pre-exposition  receipts  for  the 
1915  exposition  were  $679,383  as  com- 
pared to  the  St.  Louis  pre-exposition 
total  of  $208,149  which  gives  the  Cali- 
fornia exposition  an  excess  of  $471,234. 
The  attendance  on  the  last  day  of  the 
pre-exposition  period  was  more  than 
50,000.  The  daily  average  at  Buffalo 
during  the  exposition  period  was 
29,000;  at  Seattle's  Alaska  -  Yukon 
20,000;  at  Omaha  11,600;  at  James- 
town 6,800;  at  St.  Louis  68,000  and 
at  Chicago  120,000. 


Philip  D.  Armour  sold  groceries  on 
commission. 

Millard  Fillmore  was  apprenticed  to 
a  wool  carder  in  his  youth. 

Thomas  A.  Edison  began  his  career 
as  a  newsboy  on  a  train. 
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Royal  Exchahgc  Assurance 


OF     LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 
Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


CANTON 


I 


nsurance 


Offi 


ice 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY,  United  States  Mgr. 


(LIMITED) 
OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)        -       .  $   250,000  00 

Cash  Assets  (Gold)       -       -       -  2,745,650  72 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,941,508  60 

Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -  225,000  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING,   State  Agent 

For    Oregon,  Washington    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING,  SEATTLE 


PARROTT    &  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San   Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


PHOENIX 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED  1782 


W.   IRVIJVO 

General  Agent    for  Pacific  Coast 

R,  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 


3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 


The  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Head  Office  for  United  States  : 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  Iomt  rates- 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        -        -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal   Insurance    Building 
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The   Mallard   Duck 

The  mallard  is  the  largest  and  most 
highly  prized  of  the  resident  ducks  in 
California.  It  is  widely  distributed 
throughout  the  interior  of  the  state, 
but,  being  a  typical  river  duck,  is  sel- 
dom found  on  salt  water  and  only 
"sparingly  on  the  marshes  along  the 
coast . 

This  duck  is  one  of  the  commonest 
breeding  ducks  from  the  Mississippi 
river  west  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  On 
the  Atlantic  coast  it  occurs  only  as  a 
straggler,  its  place  being  taken  by  the 
black  duck.  In  many  places  the  male 
bird  is  called  green-head,  and  the 
female  gray  mallard  or  even  gray  duck. 

This  duck  can  be  distinguished  from 
all  others  by  the  green  head  and  white 
ring  around  the  neck  of  the  male  and 
the  violet  speculum  on  the  wing  of 
both  sexes.  In  flight  a  white  band  on 
the  fanlike  tail  also  makes  a  good 
field  mark.  To  many  people  who 
have  never  seen  it  in  the  open  the 
mallard  is  familiar  because  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  often  found  domesticated. 

The  number  of  eggs  varies  from 
eight  to  fifteen.  Like  that  of  all  ducks 
and  geese,  the  nest  is  lined  with  down 
feathers  plucked  by  the  sitting  bird 
from  her  own  breast.  This  down  is 
covered  over  the  eggs  whenever  the 
female  leaves  the  nest  to  feed.  It 
helps  to  keep  the  eggs  warm  and  also 
keeps  them  from  being  seen  by  ene- 
mies. 

As  a  rule  they  are  found  in  pairs,  or 
at  least  in  small  flocks.  They  are 
very  swift  flyers  and  their  j^rogress  on 
land  is  far  superior  to  that  of  most 
other  ducks. 


During  the  summer  months  the 
male  birds  take  on  a  very  peculiar 
plumage.  As  this  plumage  overshad- 
ows the  bright  plumage  of  the  spring 
months  it  is  known  as  the  eclipse. 

As  the  supply  of  mallard  ducks  in 
California  is  probably  dependent  to  a 
large  extent  on  birds  raised  within  the 
state,  it  is  only  natural  that  the 
annual  toll  taken  by  the  hunter  has 
caused  a  very  noticeable  decrease  in 
their  numbers.  If  given  protection 
there  is  no  reason  why  this  duck  will 
not  persist  as  a  member  of  our  fauna. 
The  mallard  more  than  most  ducks 
seems  to  have  brains  enough  to  quickly 
learn  to  keep  out  of  gunshot ;  in  addi- 
tion it  contents  itself  with  a  small 
amount  of  water  and  will  even  nest 
where  the  only  water  is  an  irrigation 
ditch  some  distance  away. — A.  Br3-ant. 


More  than  40,000  square  feet  of  ex- 
hibit space  will  be  occupied  by  the 
German  government  at  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition.  The 
German  display  will  be  divided  between 
the  Palaces  of  Education,  Liberal  Arts, 
Varied  Industries  and  Machinery.  In 
addition  to  these  exhibits  there  will 
be  displays  in  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts 
and  other  exhibit  palaces  by  German 
industries.  The  war  has  stimulated 
interest  in  the  exposition  on  the  part 
of  Germany,  for  before  the  declara- 
tion of  war  Germany  was  not  partici- 
pating officially. 


Sugar  beets  yield  in  Utah  13  tons 
per  acre.  There  are  11  beet  sugar 
factories  in  the  state,  supplied  by 
7,481  growers. 
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ESTABLISHED     1873 

Office   of   Ed^vard   E.    Potter 

General    Asent 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,    without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL   AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE   ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble   of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.  E.  POTTER    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the  Best   Insurance   White   You  Are  About  It 
It   Costs    No    More 

"rrnkS""  GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .  $3,889,296  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .    $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profiu    ...  $  432,560  00 


FIREMEN'S    INSIRANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  INDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    .    .    $3,053,576  00         Undivided  Profits    .    .    .    $811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSIRANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .$1,080,978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits   .    .    .    $173,718  00 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.   W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Gal. 
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NSURANCE 


APRIL 


In  its  44th  year 


MARINE 

Fourteen  sailing  vessels  from  Pacific 
coast  ports  loaded  with  grain  and  bound 
for  Great  Britain  succeeded  in  running 
the  German  submarine  blockade  with- 
out difficulty,  and  arrived  at  their  des- 
tination safely.  Insurance  rates  were 
heavy  on  the  cargoes.  The  total  value 
of  the  grain  cargoes  was  about  $1,000,- 
000.  Most  of  the  vessels  sailing  from 
California,  Oregon  and  Washington 
flew  the  French  tri-color,  but  some  of 
the  windjammers  flew  the  British, 
Russian  and  Norwegian  flags. 

Insurance  on  the  Pacific  coast  fleet 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway 
Company  has  been  renewed,  and  as 
a  result  of  the  big  losses  sustained  by 
underwriters,  by  European  war  cap- 
tures and  sinkings,  the  rates  paid 
show  a  considerable  advance.  The 
steamers  Prince  Rupert  and  Prince 
George,  of  the  Seattle-British  Columbia 
service,  were  reinsured  at  a  rate  of  5^ 
percent,  compared  with  5  percent  in 
1914.  The  rate  on  the  steamer  Prince 
John  was  advanced  from  8^  percent 
to  11/^  percent,  while  in  the  case  of 
the  steamer  Prince  Albert  the  rate  will 
be  123^  percent,  compared  with  9  per 
cent  in  1914. 

FIRE 

Rocklin,  Cal.,  April  15. — The  par- 
sonage of  the  Congregational  church, 
occupied  by  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ogle, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  which  had  its 
origin  in  a  defective  flue. 


FIRE 


Explosion    of  Gasoline    Kills   5 

The  explosion  of  an  1,100-gallon 
distributing  tank  full  of  gasoline,  in 
the  pumphouse  of  the  Crew-Levick 
Company,  dealer  in  petroleum  pro- 
ducts at  Atlantic  and  Montauk  avenues, 
East  New  York,  killed  one  man  and 
four  boys,  seriously  injured  five  others, 
broke  every  window  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  resulted  in  slight  injuries, 
to  many  from  falling  glass  and  flying 
debris.  The  building  was  destroyed, 
a  distributing  tank  containing  1,100 
gallons  of  kerosene  going  with  the 
rest;  and  it  is  considered  remarkable 
that  two  tank  cars,  each  containing 
8,000  gallons  of  gasoline,  which  were 
being  switched  about  in  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  yards,  just  across  the 
street,  at  the  time  of  the  explosion, 
were  not  set  off  by  the  flying  oil,  and 
that  the  two  16,000  gallon  tanks  in  the 
yard  back  of  the  pumphouse  also 
escaped. 

Snohomish,  April  5. — J.  H.  Stevens 
was  sent  to  the  county  jail  this  morn- 
ing. He  was  found  guilty  of  attempt- 
ing to  set  fire  to  the  George  Bickford 
barn.  He  was  evidently  temporarily 
crazed,  having  been  addicted  to  the 
morphine  habit. 

A  Home  of  New  York  agent  who 
had  represented  the  company  in  a 
Nebraska  town  since  July,  1859,  has 
just  died. 


STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER     $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 


OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE   UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACiriC    DEPARTMEINT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-aRL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Francisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices  :    Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Portlanci,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  IN   EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


■•'■,i3 


1863 


riRE 


S2nd  YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized  in  1863 


1915 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under  the   Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 


LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE,  Jr. 

MARINE  SECRETARY 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON.  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building  Boston,  Mass. 


Souttieastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 

Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 
FRANZ  HERRMANN,  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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INSURANCE 


PROTECTION 


ReVieW 


An     Insurance     Journal     and     Directory 

IN    ITS     FORTY-FOURTH     YEAR 

San   Francisco:      122  Halleck  Street 


The  Onlu  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West 


INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Publishers 


Coast  1914  Fire  Business  Supplement 

Outside  Coast  Fire  Loss  Ratio  62  Percent   of   Earned   Premiums 

The  Home  People  Buy  Franklin  Fire 

Death  of  A.  D.  Smith,  a  Former  Coast  Underwriter 

Hawaii  and  Nevada  Fire  Business 

Alaska  and  Oregon  Fire  Business 

Fraternal  Brotherhood  of  Los  Angeles  Nay  Be  Merged 

West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life  Ins.  Co.  Completing  its  Organization 

Anti-Rebate  Laws  Defended 

Creation  of  Life  Capital  Out  of  the  Surplus 

Coast  Review  Fire  Chart  1915 

All  Adverse  Bills  at  Sacramento  Beaten 

Prudential  Agents  Meet  in  San  Francisco 

Montana  Fire  Business  in  1914 

County  and  Outside  Mutuals'  Business  in  California 

Some  Zincographs 

In  1868  and  20  Years  Ago 


Circulating  Extensively  in  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


^= 


Price  25  Cents 
;3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan,  China  and 
Australasia 


J 


TKe    Great    Fire    Insvirance    Company    of    the    ^World 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,783,618.69 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the  1st  of  January.  1915.  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

$14,783,618.69 

9.961.463.20 


Assets    .   . 
Liabilities 


surplus $4,822,155.49 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  a  year  ot 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figiu:es  may  interest  Policyholders :  ^  ^.^ 

vpor  .        \ssets  at  January  1.  Income.  Expenditure. 

1906'(San  Fruncisoo  Fire).  ..   $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12.335.961  

Thus  showing  Excess  or  Expenditure  of $1,744,116 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 101.013 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  UNITLD  STATES  BRANCH:    Net  premiums:     1848.  W;519:  1858   $471,988: 
1868   $1  739  620- 1 878. $2,422  P.6    1888.$3.928,010:  1898.  $4,979,422;  1908,$7,427.618;  1914,  $8,667,549. 
LOSSES.-The  amount  paid  in  .;.t,<faction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  State.Uo  the  beginning  of  the  prese^^^ 
vear  .-xceeds  $1 42  000  000      Tb ;     '  -  rge  sum .  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company  s  business  ^vin- 
Lf  the  confidence  of  the  public  .:.,:;  .be  faithfulness  with  which  the  Company',  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled. 

ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manag 

THOS.  H.  ANDERSON,  Asst.  Mar 


Pacific  Department  Establi-    i  d  1852 
In  Coinpany's  Kew  Bnihiiuff 
444  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

Speciai    Agents: 

I      rj    lunmH  R   H   ROf      meF  HARRISON  HOUSENYOl.  LOGAN  B.  CHANDLE 

^•^•JeII^EF.GUERRAz''-      •  >IIErrERS.MYRICK  F.  E.         KINS  GEO.  J.  . 


The  Coast  Re  view,  May  6,   1915 


Kfci-!^^ 


Conflagration-Proof  Insurance 


Losses  paid  to  date,  -         -  over  $166,000,000 


RftanC  DEPARTMENT 
ggRMAN  k       k  pHOENIX 

AhericaK- M?>M    "'HartfoP^ 
Alliance-  ^^^^-  "Jnoerwrito^ 


Equiuble  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Co. 

Geq  H  Tyson  General  AfiEMT. 

Herbert  Folccr.  AssTQCNLAfiEin 
SAN  FRANUSCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets  Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  cver^  City,  town  or  Village 
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Representing 


The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


►f  N 


cw 


YorK 


You  will  make  money. 


The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  *'oldest  company  in  America"  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terins  to  Producing  Agents,  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice -President 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


LIFE 
Loans  on   Life  Policies 

In  considering  applications  for  fidel- 
ity bonds  underwriters  are  interested  to 
see  to  what  extent,  if  at  all,  the  appli- 
cant is  indebted,  and  how  far,  if  at  all, 
he  protects  his  dependents  with  life 
insurance  policies.  The  latter,  of 
course,  is  a  good  sign,  and  the  former, 
distinctly  bad.  In  border-line  cases 
these  two  items  will  sometimes  de- 
termine the  decision. 

It  is  a  development  of  serious  import 
that  loans  upon  life  policies  have  in- 
creased enormously  in  recent  years. 
From  figures  embodied  in  the  reports 
made  by  life  companies  to  the  State 
Insurance  Department  of  New  York  it 
appears  that,  whereas  ten  years  ago 
only  $132,000,000  was  borrowed  upon 
policies,  ten  years  later  $550,000,000 


of  policy  loans  were  outstanding. 
Every  year  in  the  interval  shows  a 
substantial  increase  over  the  figures 
for  the  preceding  year.  As  only  about 
ten  percent  of  these  loans  are  ever  re- 
paid, it  is  clear  that  American  life 
insurance  is  only  a  myth  to  the  extent 
of  this  enormous  lien  upon  the  policies. 
Monthly  Bulletin  of  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty Co. 

We  Often  Pay  $100  for  $1 

It  is  suggested  that  the  above  would  be  a 
good  card  for  a  Hfe  company  or  a  life  agent. 
Because  it  is  true. 

MARINE 

Nome. — Although  a  big  lead  has 
opened  in  the  icepack  five  miles  off- 
shore, a  late  season  is  predicted,  as 
during  the  last  month  there  has  been 
much  snow  and  ice. 
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INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Company 

Cash  Capital,  ....  $400,000  00 
Net  Surplus,  ....  191,636  OO 
Total  Assets,      .      .      .       1,141,200  00 


E.  T.  NIBBLING,  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

J.  W.  WARNER,  Assistant  Secretary 


HOME  OFFICE  :     Company's  Building,  550-558  Sacramento   St. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  Seattle     LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles     B.  A.  SIFFORD,  Portland 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  the  rate  of  "  Dollar  for  Dollar." 

Eastern  Department,  Philadelphia,  FRANK  C.  STURTEVANT,  Manager. 

Middle  East  Department,  Pittsburg,  LOGUE  BROS.  &  CO.,  Gen'l  Agts. 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 

OF  LIVERPOOL,  ENG. 


New  York  Department 

57   and   59   William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


LONDON & 
i  LANCASHIRE  f 

.    FIRE    \ 

^INSURANCE  COMPANY  J, 
~y^^       LTD.     _=— ^ 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 
Geo.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt.     San  Francisco    W.  B.  Hopkins,  local  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt..     Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
SPECIAL  AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond San  Francisco  David  H.  Parry Seattle 

W.  W.  Gilmore Sacramento  N.  Gardner Denver 

J.P.Hague Los  Angeles  N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr .  Salt  Lake  City 

G.  L.  Goodell Portland 
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pacific  Coast 
(^asualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR—AUTOMOBILE—PERSONAL AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY   BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 
SAN    FRANCISCO 


CASUALTY 
Short  Fall   Fatal 

Edith  S.  Hatfield  has  obtained  ver- 
dict number  three  in  the  courts  of  Des 
Moines  for  accident  insurance  due  on 
the  life  of  her  husband  who  fell  against 
a  box  while  working  a  screw-driver 
and  died  shortly  afterwards.  The 
third  was  from  the  Travelers  Protective 
Association  of  America  and  was  for 
$5,456.25. 

A  San  Francisco  carpenter  fell  back- 
ward only  two  feet,  while  working 
over  a  railing.  He  struck  the  corner 
of  the  railing  in  his  back,  fell  ill  with 
traumatic  pneumonia,  and  died. 
FIRE 

Centralia,  April  26. — Fire  early  yes- 
terday destroyed  the  barn  of  W.  A. 
Jackson  and  damaged  his  home  in  the 
south  end  of  the  city. 


1:::^==  Special  Rates  per 


50  COPIES 

100  COPIES 

500  COPIES 

1000  COPIES 

The  Coast  Review^ s 
Pacific  Fire  Chart 

FIVE    YEARS'    COMPARATIVE    FIGURES    OF    GENERAL    and  COAST 
BUSINESS  -   PRESENT  CAPITAL  and   NET  SURPLUS 

Five  Years'  Assets  -  Unearned  Premiums  -  Liabilities  -  Surplus  to  Policy- 
holders     Five    Years'    Premiums  -  Losses    -    Expenses   and   Ratios 

Five  Years'  Pacific  We^  Premiums  -  Losses  and  Ratios 

OF   ALL    COMPANIES   IN  THIS   FIELD 
Company  Business    by  Coast  States,  and  San  Francisco  Agency  Business- 
San  Francisco  and  Coast. 

SINGLE    COPIES    25  cts. 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  i,   1915,   $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
2  0  1    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,   Manager 
S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW,  "  " 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell    C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A.  Lathrop 


TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast  Review   for   Special  Offer  to 
new   subscribers. 

FIRE 

California  $25,000  Home  Burns 

The  greatest  property  damage  caused 
by  the  80-mile  gale  of  April  29  was 
suffered  by  A.  W.  Jackson,  wealthy 
lumberman,  whose  S25,000  residence 
in  Woodside,  San  Mateo  county,  was 
burned  down.  Telegraph  and  tele- 
phone and  electric  light  wires  were 
swept  down,  and  all  the  peninsula 
towns  were  in  darkness  during  the 
early  hours  of  the  night. 

The  ousted  president  of  the  New 
Jersey  Fire  says  he  retired  because  he 
opposed  payment  of  dividends  before 
earned. 

Florida  locals  are  working  for  hostile 
legislation. 


The 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
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These  American  Companies  are  **Home  Industries." 
They  deserve  your  support. 


Continental  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY  EVANS,  President 


Home  Office: 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


Western  Office: 
332  Sonth  LaSalle   Street,  Chicago 


Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY   EVANS,   President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  137  Sonth  LaSalle  Street,  Chicago 


Fidelity  [  Fire  ]  Underwriters  of  New  York 

Combined  Assets.  $43,000,032*  Policyholders"  Surplus.  $23,087,709 

*Include8  excess  deposit  of  $132,846  in  Canada  and  New  Mexico 

Home  Office :    80  Maiden   Lane,  New  York 


Limited 

OF     LONDON 

Institutad  during  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  A.  D.  1714 


Insurance  Company 


Limited 
OF   LONDON 


FOUNDED  A.D.   1806 

PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT 
Insurance  Exchange,  -  -  -  San  Francisco 

HARRY   H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW.  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:      F.   A.   .STAHL.  San   Francisco;  F.   F.   RICHARDS.    Los  Angeles: 

\V.  J.  KULP.  Denver,  Colo.;        M.  B.  BOOTHBY,  Portland,  Ore. 
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GENERAL 

Auto  Agent  Held    Up   by    Pretended 
Clients,  Who   Flee  With  Car 

San  Jose,  April  28. — J.  R.  Andrews, 
an  automobile  salesman,  yesterday  took 
two  well  dressed  young  men  out  in  a 
brand  new  automobile  to  test  the  ma- 
chine, which  they  had  expressed  a 
desire  to  buy.  Two  miles  west  of  this 
city,  the  prospective  clients  drew  out 
revolvers,  holding  Andrews  up,  and 
robbing  him  of  a  $100  gold  watch  and 
a  sum  of  money.  Then  they  threw 
Andrews  out  of  the  car,  and  drove  off 
at  top  speed,  going  north. 

The  report  that  a  portion  of  the 
Panama  canal  is  built  over  a  volcano 
has  caused  some  disquietude.  But 
surely  the  clever  American  engineers 
will  be  able  so  to  arrange  it  that,  in 
the  event  of  an  explosion,  the  water  in 


the  canal  will  automatically  extinguish 
the  fire? — Punch, 

The  British  American  War  Relief 
Fund  issues  an  appeal  to  British  sym- 
pathizers in  behalf  of  the  soldiers  and 
sailors  at  the  front  and  in  the  hospitals. 
Any  cash  donations  will  be  spent  in 
this  country  in  purchases.  The  Brit- 
ish American  War  Relief  Fund,  of  200 
Fifth  avenue.  New  York,  was  organized 
last  October  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding warm  clothing,  comforts  and 
necessities  for  soldiers  and  sailors  on 
active  service  and  in  the  hospitals. 
The  fund  has  already  received  and 
despatched  over  200,000  articles  to  the 
troops. 

Last  year  New  York  City  had  12,598 
fires,  with  a  loss  of  $8,217,810,  or 
SI. 44  per  capita.  There  are  357,036 
buildings  in  the  city. 


FIRE  INSURANCE 


BY 


WILLIAM    SEXTON 


A  BOOK  FOR  BRIGHT  MEN  EMPLOYED  IN  FIRE 
UNDERWRITING.  -  ADJUSTMENTS.  -  PROBLEMS. 
PRINCIPLES. 


Flexible  Morocco  Binding 
Price  $2.00 


This  is  an  original  work  of  permanent  value.  It  presents  briefly  a  summary 
of  some  of  the  things  which  this  veteran  knows  of  Underw^riting  and  Adjust- 
ing. 

ORDER   NOW.       Address  the  COAST  REVIEW,       San  Francisco 
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"THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY  OF  AMERICA." 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 


Incorporated    1819 

tljljfcjStJ 


Gash  Assets  Now 

$23,400,526.99 

Losses  Paid 
in 

96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 


5 


Net  Surplus 

$6,668,448.39 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 

All  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  M.  BREEDING,  General  Asent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON,  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents  Jf 

Main  Office,    301    California  Street  y 

SAN    FRANCISCO  ^ 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS  W 

J.  A.  iMURPHY,  General  Adjuster  S 

i.  F.MILLS.             JOHN   P.   BREEDEN,             GEO.  F.  ROBERTS,              FRED  H.  RAOADS.  H.  E.  O'BRIEN,      A 

J.   A.  GALLAGHER,           G.  S.   MARINER,           E.   V.   CULVER.  1/ 

This  Company  has  absolutely  no  connection  with  any  other  corporation  1? 

bearing  the  name  of  ^Etna.  II 

— 0<zr>00<=:>00<z>00<:z>0(Xz>0 


0<ci>00<=>00<i:>00<z>00<zr>0: 


HARTFORD  FIRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,   MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 


Assets,  January  1,1915,     $26,954,099  46 
Surplus  to  Policyholders,  9,543,103  12 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND,  Assistant  General  Agent 

430  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 
441  CALIFORNIA  ST. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E.  DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 
J.  J.  DENNIS,  Portland,  Ore. 
MILTON  E.  SPAULDING.  SanFrancitco,C<a. 
ROBERT  E.  DOLLARD,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
W.  S.  DENNIS,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
L.  H.  EARLE,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


C.  E.  MILLER.  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah 
NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane.  Wash. 
P.  H.  GRIFFITH,  Los  Angeles,   Cal. 
ERNEST  E.  PRICE,  Los  Angeles,  CaL 
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Established  1871 
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INSURANCE 

Subscription,  |3  a  Year  In  the  44th  Year  Foreign,  $3.50 

Volume  88  San  Francisco,    Cahfornia,   U.  S.  A.  Number  Five 

Entered  at  San  Francisco  Postoffice  as  second-class  mail  matter 


There  is  little  inducement  to 
capital  to  risk  itself  in  fire  loss  indemnity 
in  this  country.  Our  large  and  small 
cities  burn;  our  legislatures  hamper  busi- 
ness and  insurance;  all  authorities  are 
uuited  in  heaping  up  special  taxes  for 
fire  underwriters  to  pay;  and  the  exist- 
ence of  bad  moral  hazards  is  evident  in 
years  of  financial  depression.  In  the 
Pacific  Coast  territory  genei'ally  and  in 
the  United  States  as  a  whole  there  was 
no  underwriting  profit  last  year,  though 
only  one  conflagration  singed  surplus 
funds.  In  many  states,  on  this  Coast 
and  elsewhere,  the  fire  underwriters  paid 
out  more  for  losses  and  expenses  than 
they  received  in  premiums.  And  the 
underwriters  paid  as  taxes  a  part  of  the 
premium  besides! 

xt 

Life  insurance  is  contributing  to 
the  success  of  the  world's  fair  by  holding 
conventions  in  San  Francisco.  Success- 
ful agents  in  competition  are  rewarded 
with  trips  to  the  fair.  Other  forms  of  in- 
surance, too,  are  bringing  many  visitors. 
The  World's  Insurance  Congress  is  a 
great  factor  in  the  attendance  at  the  fair. 

XX 

The    insurance    clerks    of    San 

Francisco   are  to   have    a   "Day" — and 

night — at  the   big  fair,  and  a  beefsteak 

dinner  at  the  California  building. 


The  Prudential  Ins.  Co.  of 
America  has  May  27  as  its  day  at  the 
fair.  Elsewhere  we  print  views  of  the 
beautiful  display  made  by  this  company 
in  the  Mines  building.  The  precious 
minerals  which  the  company's  statistic- 
ians have  dug  up,  concrete  and  sym- 
bolical, will  be  removed  to  the  home 
office  after  the  fair. 

tt 

Something  like  $2   per  1100   of 

premium  is  the  net  underwriting  loss  on 

the   Pacific  Coast   outside  of   California 

last  year.    It  is  not  a  favorable  season  to 

start  a  new  fire  company. 

t% 
What  do  you  think  of  Max  Gold- 
berg's new  companies?     Who  furnished 
the  capitals  and  surpli? 

XX 

The  retirement   of    an    unusual 

number  of  old  mercantile  establishments 

in  the  past  few  months  shakes  one's  faith 

in  the  risking  prosperity. 

XX 

Since  the  war  began  the  British 

mercantile  marine  has  suff'ered  a  loss  of 

1  percent  of  its  total  tonnage. 

Xt 

Wagers  are  being  made  that  the 

war  will  be  over  by  Christmas.     Which 

Christmas? 
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Insurance  in  State  and   Federal  Courts 

OUR    BEST    DIGEST    OF    RECENT    DECISIONS 


MARINE   Insurance  in  Court 

Texas  —  Coiamercial    Union    Assur.     Co., 
Ltd.,  V.  Gulf  Refining  Co.,  174  S.  W. 
Rep.  874 
Negligence — Use  of  Dangerous  Articles — Proximate 
Cause 

One  supplying  gasoline  to  a  boat  carried 
the  same  in  open  buckets,  some  of  which 
were  left  on  the  wharf,  while  others  were 
taken  on  the  boat,  to  be  poured  into  a  tank. 
While  pouring  gasoline  into  the  tank,  a 
match  on  the  boat  was  ignited,  which  set 
fire  to  the  gasoline,  and  the  fire  was  com- 
municated to  another  boat.  Held,  that  the 
negligence  of  placing  open  buckets  of  gaso- 
line on  the  wharf  was  not  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  injury  by  fire  to  the  other 
boat,  but  the  proximate  cause  was  the 
ignition  of  the  gasoline  by  the  match. 

An  employee  of  the  Mary  Ida  testified: 

"I  stepped  on  a  match  on  the  bow  of  the 
Mary  Ida,  and  set  the  can  of  gasoline  that  I 
was  pouring  into  the  Mary  Ida  afire.  It 
broke  out  right  under  my  feet.  I  tried  to 
get  back  to  the  wharf  with  the  can  I  had  in 
my  hand,  and  set  another  can  on  the  wharf 
afire,  and  I  threw  the  can  I  had  in  my 
hand  overboard. 

"It  is  a  fact  that  one  or  more  of  the 
buckets  which  were  thus  set  down  on  the 
wharf  by  the  side  of  the  (insured)  Lynn  II 
caught  fire  when  I  ran  from  the  boat,  Ida, 
with  the  bucket  in  my  hand.  They  did  not 
all  catch  fire  at  that  time,  but  all  caught  fire 
later." 

FIRE    Insurance  in  Court 

A  policy  may  be  reformed  where  there  is 
a  mutual  mistake  or  a  mistake  on  one  side 
and  fraud  on  the  other. — National  Union 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Light's  Adm'r,  173  S.  W. 
365. 

A  policy  may  be  reformed  for  the  mutual 
mistake  of  the  agent  and  the  insured, 
thougli  the  agent's  authority  was  limited, 
where  the  limitation  was  not  known  to  in- 
sured.— Id. 


On  Duty 

Whether  watchman  on  ferryboat  was  "on 
duty"  within  warranty  of  fire  policy,  though 
not  awake  at  all  hoars,  held  for  the  jury. — 
173  S.  W.  373. 

Stored 

Gasoline  was  not  "stored,"  within  the 
terms  of  an  insurance  policy,  by  the  keeping 
of  a  small  quantity  thereof  in  a  closed  re- 
tainer for  occasionally  cleaning  wearing  ap- 
parel.— Hanover  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Eisman, 
146  P.  214. 
Gasoline  Engine  in  Barn 

The  use  of  a  gasoline  engine  in  an  insured 
barn,  to  drive  a  threshing  machine,  does 
not  avoid  the  policy  under  the  clause,  pro- 
hibiting an  alteration  of  the  situation,  so  as 
to  increase  the  risk.  —  Bouchard  v.  Dirigo 
Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  92  A.  899. 

The  use  of  a  gasoline  engine  in  an  in- 
sured barn,  for  driving  threshing  machin- 
ery, does  not  forfeit  the  policy  under  a 
clause  prohibiting  the  keeping  or  using  of 
combustible  fluids. 

A  fire  policy  will,  if  possible,  be  construed 
not  to  prohibit  the  customary  use  of  a  gaso- 
line engine  to  drive  threshing  machinery. 

A  fire  policy  is  not  avoided  by  the  ut^e  of 
prohibited  articles  or  the  general  use  and 
operation  of  the  property  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  business  of  the  insured. — Id. 

Inventory 

That  an  inventory  failed  to  comply  with  a 
policy,  in  that  one-ninth  of  the  stock  was 
not  set  down  by  items,  held  not  to  render 
the  inventory  insufficient  to  autliorize  a 
recovery  of  $23,000,  where  the  stock,  properly 
inventoried,  amounted  to  $42,000. — Hanover 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Eisman,  146  P.  214. 

A  requirement  that  insured  keep  books 
clearly  presenting  a  complete  record  of  the 
business  was  substantially  complied  with  by 
the  keeping  of  books  clearly  showing  such 
matters  to  men  of  ordinary  intelligence. — 
Id. 
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Foreclosure 

An  insurance  policy,  with  mortgage 
clause  attached,  providing  that  the  pol- 
icy shall  not  become  void  for  any  act 
or  neglect  of  the  mortgagor  or  owner,  will 
not  be  avoided  in  the  mortgagee's  hands  by 
commencement  of  foreclosure  proceedings. — 
Jones  v.  Phoenix  Ins.  Co.,  146  P.  354. 

Lump  Sum  Verdict 

In  consolidated  actions  on  insurance  poli- 
cies, in  which  verdict  was  returned  for  lump 
sum,  judgment  held  properly  entered 
against  each  defendant  for  the  proportion- 
ate amount  stipulated  in  its  policy. — Fideli- 
ty-Phoenix Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Friedman,  174 
S.  W.  215. 

Liability  of  Agent 

An  insurance  agent  who  issues  a  policy  in 
violation  of  his  instructions  is  liable  to  the 
company  for  insurance  paid  and  expenses 
incurred  on  account  of  a  loss  under  the  policy. 
Insurance  Co.  of  North  America  v.  Baer,  147 
P.  840. 

An  insurance  agent  cannot  defeat  his  lia- 
bility for  issuing  a  policy  in  violation  of  his 
instructions  by  showing  that  the  company 
might  have  escaped  liability  on  the  policy  by 
litigation.— Id. 

Suit  Against  Agent 

Petition  in  an  action  against  the  soliciting 
agent  of  an  insolvent  fire  insurance  company 
for  loss  sustained  through  failure  of  the 
company  to  perform  its  contract  held  to 
state  a  cause  of  action  on  the  theory  that 
the  agent  was  held  as  a  guarantor  of  any 
loss.— Preston  v.  Preston,  174  S.  W.  2. 

Cancellation 

Notice  of  the  cancellation  of  a  fire  policy 
contained  in  a  registered  letter  w'hich  was 
returned  by  the  insurer's  request  within  a 
less  time  than  provided  for  by  postal  regula- 
tion (Rev.  St.  §  3936  [U.  S.  Comp.  St.  1913, 
§  7418])  held  insufficient  to  avoid  the  policy. 

Where  at  all  equivocal,  a  stipulation  au- 
thorizing cancellation  of  a  policy  should  be 
strictly    construed    against    the   insurer. — 


Fire  Insurance  in   Court 

American  Automobile  Ins.  Co.  v.  Watts,  67 
So.   758. 
Average   Clause 

The  "average  clause"  in  a  fire  policy  on 
the  contents  of  several  buildings  is  valid, 
and  applicable  in  apportioning  under  the 
"coinsurance  clause"  loss  in  one  building. — 
United  States  Cooperage  &  Handle  Co.  v. 
Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.,  174  S.  W.  193. 

False  Inventory 

The  insurer  held  not  responsible  to 
insured  who  made  a  false  inventory,  though 
the  proof  of  loss  was  not  predicated  on  such 
inventory. — Richard  D'Aigle  Co.  v.  Western 
Ins.  Co.  of  Pittsburg,  67  So.  827. 

That  a  false  inventory  was  not  made  to 
deceive  the  insurer  held  not  to  preclude  it 
being  a  breach  of  a  condition  of  the  policy 
such  as  a  barred  recovery. — Id. 

An  accident  policy,  stipulating  for  pay- 
ment for  loss  of  a  hand  by  removal  at  or 
above  the  wrist,  makes  insurer  liable  where 
insured's  hand,  by  reason  of  an  accident, 
was  amputated,  except  a  part  which  was 
practically  worthless.— Moore  v  ^tna  Life 
Ins.  Co.,  186  P.  151. 

Adjuster  Cannot  Waive  Rights 

An  "adjuster"  or  "insurance  adjuster," 
defined  by  Laws  1911,  p.  163.  §  2,  held 
without  authority  to  waive  any  rights  of 
insurer,  unless  authority  is  conferred.  — 
Manheim  v.  Standard  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  145  P.  992. 

Where  a  statute  defines  the  duties  of  an 
insurance  adjuster,  no  presumption  of 
authority  to  perform  other  duties  arises 
from  the  mere  fact  that  he  acted  as 
adjuster. — Id. 

Mortgagor  Insured  May  Sue 

Where  the  mortgage  debt  was  less  than 
the  amount  due  on  the  insurance  policy, 
the  insured  could  sue  on  the  policy  in  her 
own  name  though  a  mortgage  clause  was 
attached  to  the  policy. — Liverpool  &  London 
&  Globe.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Gargill,  145  P.  1134. 
But  the  court  must  protect  mortgagee's 
rights. 
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Vacancy  After  Partial  Loss 

After  a  partial  loss  rendering  the  bnilding 
untenantable,  tlie  insured  is  not  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  vacancy  clause  of  the  policy 
because  he  permits  the  property  to  remain 
unoccupied  with  the  insurer's  knowledge. 

It  is  not  within  the  contemplation  of  the 
parties  that  an  insured  building  shall  be 
occupied  when,  as  a  result  of  its  partial 
destruction  by  fire,  it  becomes  unfit  for 
occupancy. 

Three  Fires  Under  One  Policy 

Where  insured  property  is  totally 
destroyed  as  the  result  of  three  fires,  the 
measure  of  recovery  for  the  final  fire  is  the 
face  of  the  policy,  where  insured  has  com- 
pHed  with  its  terms. — Schmidt  v.  "Williams- 
burg City  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y., 
151  N.  W.  920. 

Total  Loss 

In  determining  whether  there  is  a  "total 
loss"  from  a  fire,  the  question  is  whether 
the  building  is  so  far  destroyed  that  the 
ruins  are  worthless  and  cannot  be  used  in 
reconstructing  it,  so  that  when  rebuilt  it 
will  be  in  as  good  a  condition  as  before  the 
fire.  — City  of  Aurora  v.  Fireman's  Fund 
Ins.  Co.  16.5  S.  W.  .357. 

Binding  Slip 

A  memorandum  of  insurance  known  as  a 
binder  or  binding  slip,  constitutes  a  valid 
contract,  unless  inhibited  by  statute. 

That  a  standard  form  of  policy  is  pre- 
scribed by  statute  does  not  invalidate  a 
parol  contract  of  insurance,  evidenced  by  a 
binder,  intended  to  cover  the  property  up 
to  the  issuance  of  the  policy. 

Premium  Charge 

An  arrangement  by  the  agent  for  insur- 
ance company,  who  was  also  cashier  of  a 
bank,  that  the  premium  should  be  charged 
against  insured's  account  at  the  bank,  does 
not  invalidate  the  policy.  —  Lea  v.  Atlantic 
Fire  Ins.  Co. ,  84  S.  E.  813. 


Fire   Insurance  in   Court 

Ineffective  Ratification 

If  insurance  agents  are  not  authorized  to 
efi'ect  insurance,  it  cannot  be  made  efi'ective 
by  being  ratified  by  insured  after  the  fire. — 
Norwich  Union  Fire  Ins.  Society  v.  Dalton, 
175  S.  W.  459. 

A  Binder  Defined 

A  "binder"  is  a  verbal  contract  of  insur- 
ance in  praesenti,  of  which  the  agent  makes 
a  memorandum,  temporary  in   its  nature, 
and  intended  to  take  the  place  of  an  ordi 
nary  policy  till  the  same  can  be  issued. 

The  mere  request  of  insured  to  insurance 
agents  to  keep  him  protected  may  authorize 
them,  without  notice  to  him,  to  cancel  a 
binder  in  one  company,  and  issue  one  in 
another  company,  if  in  so  doing  they  are 
following  the  custom  of  all  insurance  offices. 
Id. 

Where   Adjusters  Act    • 

Immediate  notice  in  writing  of  loss  under 
insurance  policies,  held  not  required  where 
the  adjusters  acted. — Fidelity-Phenix  Fire 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Friedman,  174  S.  W.  215. 

Written  Agreement  Not  Attached  to  Policy 

AVhere  the  insurer  in  policy,  covering  a 
stock  of  merchandise  while  located  in  a  des- 
ignated building,  agreed  in  a  writing  deliv- 
ered to  insured  that  the  policy  should  cover 
the  stock  while  in  another  building,  it  could 
not  deny  liability  on  the  ground  that  the 
writing  was  not  attached  to  the  policy. — 
Texas  Nat.  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  White,  Blakeney 
&  Fuller  Dry  Goods  Co.,  165  S.  W.  118. 

The  act  of  insured,  who  procured  a  fire 
policy  on  a  stock  of  merchandise,  while 
located  in  a  designated  building,  in  reniov- 
ng  the  stock  to  another  building,  was  not  a 
breach  of  the  policy,  and  an  agent  may 
agree  to  a  modification  of  the  policy  so  as  to 
make  it  apply  to  the  stock  while  in  the 
second  building. — Id. 

Such  modification  is  supported  by  a  con- 
sideration consisting  of  the  forbearance  of 
insured  to  demand  a  cancellation  of  the 
policy  and  a  return  of  the  unearned  prem- 
inm. — Id. 
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Accident  in    Course    of    Employment'' 

Decedent,  a  man  over  middle  age,  work- 
ing in  defendant's  woodworking  shop,  at 
the  time  of  the  seizure  just  preceding  his 
death,  was  furrowing  certain  heavy  posts, 
pushing  them  forward  against  the  knives  of 
the  furrowing  machine  by  pressing  his  ab- 
domen forcibly  against  the  end  of  the  post. 
When  he  had  finished  part  of  them  he  sat 
down  evidently  in  great  pain,  and  died  three 
days  later  from  internal  hemorrhage,  which 
defendant  claimed  was  produced  by  rupture 
resulting  from  cancer.  Held  that,  though 
decedent  was  suffering  from  internal  cancer, 
such  facts  warranted  a  finding  that  the 
unusual  pressure  of  the  posts  on  parts  weak- 
ened by  disease  was  the  proximate  cause  of 
his  death,  and  hence  it  was  caused  by  an 
accident  arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of 
his  employment  entitling  his  widow  to 
compensation  under  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act.  (Act  April  4,  1911  [P.  L.  p. 
134]) — Voorhees  v.  Smith  Shoemaker  Co. 
(N.    J.  Sup.)    92  A.  280. 

An  employe  engaged  in  loading  dirt  to  be 
used  in  filling  up  an  excavation  and  grounds 
to  protect  foundations  of  new  building  held 
engaged  in  work  for  "preservation  of  build- 
ings," within  an  employer's  liability  insur- 
ance policy. — Charles  Wolff  Packing  Co.  v. 
Travelers  Ins.  Co.,  146  P.  1175. 

An  employe  held  not  w'ithin  the  terms  of 
an  employer's  liability  insurance  policy 
applying  only  to  injuries  sustained  on  the 
packing  house  premises  or  ways  immediately 
adjoining,  where  he  was  injured  while 
working  in  a  city  park  across  the  street. 
Id. 

Employer's  liability  policy,  providing  that 
the  insurers  should  be  liable  only  for 
injuries  sustained  on  certain  premises  or 
w^ays  "immediately"  adjoining  does  not 
cover  employe  in  a  park  across  a  street  from 
the  premises. — Id. 

Suit  for  Liability  Premiums 

Failure  of  an  insurer  to  reimburse  insured 
pursuant  to  the  policy  for  certain  expendi- 
tures held  not  a  bar  to  the   insurer's  action 


for  premiums,  where  the  promises  to  make 
reimbursement  and  to  pay  preumiums  were 
independent.  —  Big  Run  Coal  Co.  v.  Em- 
ployers' Indemnity  Co.,  174  S.  W.  25. 


BURGLARY  Insurance  In   Court 

Theft 

A  provision  of  an  insurance  policy  against 
theft  that  the  evidence  of  theft  should  be 
direct,  held  not  to  preclude  a  recovery, 
though  the  evidencie  of  theft  was  purely  cir- 
cumstantial.— Miller  v.  Massachusetts  Bond- 
ing &  Ins.  Co.,  93  A.  320. 


AUTOMOBILE   Insurance  in  Court 

Theft  of  Auto 

In  action  on  policy  covering  loss  of  auto- 
mol)ile  by  theft  by  other  persons  other  than 
employes,  insured  held  to  hold  the  burden 
of  showing  theft  by  some  person  not  in  his 
employment. — Kansas  City  Regal  Auto  Co. 
v.  Old  Colony  Ins.  Co.,  174  S.   W.  453.  • 

Chattel  Mortgage 

Under  policy  of  insurance  prohibiting  in- 
cumbrances or  changes  in  title  or  interest, 
chattel  mortgage  held  merely  to  suspend  in- 
surance, which,  therefore  revived  upon  pay- 
ment and  cancellation  of  the  mortgage. — 
Cottingham  v.  Maryland  Motor  Car  Ins. 
Co.,84S.  E.  274. 


LIFE   Insurance  In  Court 

Unconditional  Delivery 

Delivery  of  a  life  policy  to  the  insurer's 
solicitor  for  unconditional  delivery  to 
insured,  and  mailing  of  the  policy  by  the 
solicitor  to  insured,  held  to  render  the 
policy  binding. — Sutton  v.  Wright,  147 
P.  62. 

Policy  in  Elxchange  by  Reinsurer 

A  policy,  taken  in  exchange  for  a  former 
policy  under  the  provisions  thereof,  held  to 
be  the  same  contract,  so  that  the  insurance 
began,  within  the  suicide  clause,  at  the  date 
of  the  original  policy.  —  Silliman  v.  Inter- 
national Life  Ins.  Co.,  174  S.  W.  1131. 
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Insurance  Commissioner's    Act    Unconsti- 
tutional 

No  Right  To  Say  Whether  an    Agent    is    a   Suitable 
Person 

The  provision  of  Okla.  Rev.  Laws  1910 
which  authorizes  the  insurance  commis- 
sioner to  determine  whether  an  agent 
appointed  by  a  foreign  insurance  company 
within  tlie  state  is  a  suitable  person  held 
violative  of  Const.  U.  S.  Amend.  14,  in  that 
it  prescribes  no  uniform  and  permanent 
test,  and  vests  the  commissioner  with  an 
arbitrary  power. 

The  words  "if  the  facts  warrant  it,"  as 
used  in  Rev.  Laws  1910,  §  3429,  relate  to 
whether  a  foreign  insurance  company  may 
engage  in  business  within  the  state  by  com- 
plying with  the  law,  and  the  sufficiency  of 
the  notice  to  the  insurance  commissioner  of 
the  appointment  of  an  agent. 

The  words  "suitable  person,"  as  used  in 
Rev.  Laws  1910,  §  3429,  relate  to  the  right 
of  the  foreign  insurance  company,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  appoint  some  person  suit- 
able to  it  as  its  agent. — Welch  v.  Maryland 
Casualty  Co.,  147  P.  1046. 


Had  Withdrawn  from  State 

Under  Laws  Colo.  1907,  execution  out- 
side the  state  of  contractor's  bond  delivered 
within  the  state  held  a  transaction  of  busi- 
ness by  foreign  surety  company,  which  had 
withdrawn  from  tlie  state,  authorizing  the 
service  of  process  upon  the  commissioner  of 
insurance. — Id. 

Surety  company,  executing  bond  for  per- 
formance of  contract  which  required  bond 
by  surety  company  authorized  to  operate 
in  the  state,  held  estopped  to  deny  that  it 
was  authorized  to  do  business  and  was 
doing  business  in  the  state,  so  as  to  author- 
ize the  service  of  process  on  the  commis- 
sioner of  insurance. — Id. 


Liability  for  Preventable  Fires 

The  state  fire  marshal  of  Illinois  has 
issued  a  bulletin  in  which  he  says  that 
under  the  common  law  there  is  individual 
liability  for  fire  caused  by  carelessness  of 
property  -  owners.  He  cites  the  recent 
decision  in  New  York  previously  mentioned 


in  these  columns,  that  owners  are  responsible 
for  fires  due  to  their  carelessness  or  neglect, 
and  are  also  responsible  for  the  cost  of  the 
work  of  the  fire  department.  The  Illinois 
supreme  court  in  Noll  v.  Taylor,  held  that 
defendant,  Taylor,  who  started  a  grass  fire 
that  got  beyond  control,  was  liable  for  the 
burning  of  the  plaintiff  Noll's  buildings. 


Delivery  Is  SuflScient  Consideration 

The  delivery  of  a  life  insurance  policy  is  a 
sufficient  consideration  for  a  note  previously 
given  for  the  first  premium.  —  Wadsworth 
V.  Walsh,  150  N.  W.  870. 


Bankruptcy  and  Life  Insurance 

Under  Bankr.  Act,  §  70a,  the  bankrupt 
cannot  be  compelled  to  substitute  himself 
as  beneficiary  in  a  life  insurance  policy  pay- 
able to  his  wife,  and  borrow  the  loan  value 
thereof  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  —  In 
re  L.  Hammel  &  Co.,  221  F.  56. 

In  another  case  in  the  Federal  courts 
(221  F.  134)  it  was  held  that— 

A  trustee  in  bankruptcy  may  recover  from 
the  bankrupt's  wife  property  purchased  by 
her  savings  from  money  given  her  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  household,  which  was 
not  a  valid  gift  by  the  husband. 

Well  now  what  do  you  think  of  that!  The 
poor  wife  cannot  acquire  title  even  to  the 
little  savings  made  by  household  economies. 

Her  best  protection  is  a  life  insurance 
policy  on  her  husband's  life  in  her  favor. 
His  creditors  cannot  touch  that  saving. 


Anti-Rebate  Law  Decision 

The  Illinois  supreme  court  has  ruled  that 
the  company  is  liable  for  act  of  its  agent  in 
granting  rebate,  though  contrary  to  his 
instruction.  The  arrangement  by  which 
applicant  was  to  help  agent  held  shown  to 
be  a  mere  device  to  evade  the  law.  108 
N.  E.  679.  The  statute  providing  penalty 
for  discriminating  between  applicants  was 
held  valid. 


The  National  Convention  of  Insurance 
Commissioners  has  passed  resolutions  favor- 
ing an  up-to-date  mortality  tal)le,  to  be 
adopted  next  year. 
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Insurance  Company  of  North  America 

Big  gains  by  this  old  Philadelphia  company 
in  assets,  reinsurance  reserve,  surplus, 
amount  at  risk,  premiums  and  income. 
There  was  a  substantial  underwriting  profit. 
The  North  America  leads  in  marine  and 
inland  premiums,  and  is  among  the  leaders 
in  assets,  capital  and  surplus. 

Nearly  $700,000  was  added  to  the  assets 
last  year,  bringing  the  total  up  to  118,613,- 
414.  The  surplus  to  policyholders  is  $8,875,- 
681,  the  capital  being  $4,000,000.  The 
premium  income  is  likely  to  pass  the 
110,000,000  post  this  year. 

On  this  Coast  Manager  Johnston  advanced 
the  company's  premiums  from  $477,272  to 
$521,028.  The  loss  ratio  was  one  point  less 
than  the  average  for  all  companies. 


Wilbur  Springs  Burned 

Fire  broke  out  in  the  buildings  at  "Wilbur 
Springs,  Cal.,  last  week  and  before  it  was 
checked  it  had  destroyed  nearly  every 
building  of  that  resort.  The  flames  stopped 
only  because  there  was  nothing  more  within 
reach  to  be  burned. 

The  buildings  that  went  up  in  smoke  were 
the  fine,  new  hotel  erected  two  or  three 
years  ago  at  a  cost  of  $15,000,  the  dining 
hall,  the  women's  building,  the  men's  build- 
ing, the  dormitory  for  housing  the  em- 
ployees, and  all  the  cottages  except  four. 
The  only  buildings  saved  are  the  four  cot- 
tages and  the  bath  house,  and  the  building 
known  as  the  canyon  house. 

The  Wilbur  Springs  resort  is  located  in  a 
narrow  canyon,  and  the  buildings  were  nec- 
essarily close  together,  so  when  one  caught 
fire  there  was  no  way  to  save  the  others.  A 
stifi"  breeze  helped  the  flames. 

The  30  guests  succeeded  in  saving  most  of 
their  effects.  Nearly  all  the  contents  of  the 
buildings,  owing  to  the  intense  heat,  had  to 
be  abandoned  to  destruction. 

The  loss  is  partially  covered  by  insurance. 


western  Underwriters  trimmed  the  suckers 
down  to  the  quick  quick.  Then  its  operat- 
ors forgot  it  and  floated  the  warehousemen's 
Fire  Ins.  Assn.  out  on  the  blue  for  the  long 
green,  and  took  over  the  business  of  the 
former,  except  its  debts  for  losses  unpaid. 
The  operators  have  been  indicted. 

Beware  of   interinsurers  and  reciprocals. 
Pin  your  faith  to  the  company  with  cash. 


Civic  League  Congratulations 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  May  13,  1915. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Civic 
League     of    Improvement     Clubs     and 
Associations  of  San  Francisco 
Gentlemen : 

Your  committee  is  pleased  to  report  that 
virtually  all  its  recommendations  in  regard 
to  insurance  legislation  most  beneficial  to 
the  public  have  been  followed  by  the  legis- 
lature, even  to  tlie  defeat  of  the  proposed 
"two  platoon  system"  in  the  fire  depart- 
ment, which  means  a  saving  to  the  tax- 
payers of  San  Francisco  alone  of  at  least 
$600,000  per  year. 

The  other  measures  recommended  by  your 
committee  and  approved  by  the   legislature 
are  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  tax-payers  and 
insuring  public  and  it  now  only  remains  for 
the  governor  to  signify  his  approval  by  affix- 
ing his  signature. 
Respectfully, 
Committee  on  Fire  Insurance, 
Fire  Department  and  Fire  Protection. 
G.  Trittenbach,  Chairman. 
E.  P.  Figel. 


The  Federal  Union  of  Slieecawgo  now  has 
capital  enough  to  risk  it  all  in  wiser  states 
than  lUinwah. 


Interinsurers 

Texas   interinsurers   are   in   bad   repute, 
worse  than  any  on  this  Coast.     The  South- 


It  has  been  said  concerning  the  excessive 
fire  loss  of  1914,  that  hampered  financial 
conditions  making  it  difficult  to  negotiate 
loans  from  banks,  fire  insurance  companies, 
with  their  unbusinesslike  competitive  habit 
of  quick  adjustments  and  prompt  payments, 
have  suffered  to  meet  quick  need  of  money. 
Glens  Falls  Now  and  Then. 
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California  County  Mutual  1914  Business 

Amount                Net  Prems.  and  Assess-  Losses 

Written                          ments  Rec'd  Paid 

Butte  County  Farmers,  Chico    .    .        $        6,600                   $       129  $       100 

Farmers,  Fort  Bragg 51,760                           536  17 

Farmers,  Turlock 486,971                        8,807  5,043 

Farmers,  Woodland 209,516                       5,045  5,286 

Farmers  M .,  Stockton 753,221                        7,317  3,758 

Hilmar,  Hilmar  Colony 133,055                        2,372  1,480 

Humboldt  County,  Femdale 296,192                       2,146  1,114 

Lake  County  Farmers,  Lakeport 96,884                           606  .    .    . 

Los  Angeles  County.  Los  Angeles 2,129,409                      18,852  6,763 

Napa  County  Farmers,  Napa 171,890                       1,158  935 

Orange  County  Farmers,  Santa  Ana 1,422,039                      10,271  6.871 

Patrons,  Tulare 128,554                       4,415  2,500 

Sacramento  County  Patrons  &  Farmers,  Sacramento  .        282,221                        2,499  487 

San  Bernardino  County,  Ontario 1,231,150                     10,042  4.742 

San  Diego  County,  San  Diego 29,445                           266  400 

Santa  Barbara  County  Farmers,  Santa  Barbara    .    .    .        246,853                        2,312  1,346 

Santa  Clara  County,  San  Jose 236,167                       3,532  2,569 

Scandinavian  Protective,  Kingsburg 1,195,620                     30,849  12,835 

Sonoma  County  Farmers,  Santa  Rosa 1,527,407                       9,721  11,186 

Ventura  County,  Ventura 1,216,196                     11,506  7,051 

Westside,  Patterson      23,715                           163  .    .    . 

Totals       $11,874,866                $132,546  $74,485 

Outside  Mutuals'  Fire  Business  in  California  in  1914 

Amount                    Premiums                 Xet  losses  Loss 

Written                     Received                       Paid  Ratio 

Central  Manufacturers $    991,094                 $  12,723                 $  3,025  23.7 

Fitchburg  Mutual 182,591                       2,761                           95  3.4 

Indiana  Lumbermens 436,850                       7,143                     4,068  56.9 

Lumbermens 692,635                      11,809                     7,277  61.6 

Lumber 562,131                       9,668                     5,833  60.3 

Northwestern  Mutual 1,527,466                   154,625                   50.711  32.8 

Oregon  Fire  Relief 110,345                           976                     1,312  134.5 

Pennsylvania  Lumbermens 483,050                       7,814                     5,423  69.4 

$-1,986,162                $207,518                $77,745  37.5 

— Portland,  Or. — The  municipal  dock  line  — Sale  by  plaintiff  of  the  insured  premises 
was  divided  among  forty  agents  of  this  city.  avoids  the  policy,  when  it  contains  a  pro- 
— Sacramento.— The  $10  license  of  brokers,       vision  to  that  effect,  and  a  sale  back  to  the 

favored  by  the  Insurance  Brokers  Exchange  plaintiff  does  not  work  a  revivor.  —  173  S. 
of  San  Francisco,  was  one  of  two  insurance       W.  30. 

bills  passed.    The  safety  fund  bill,  similar  to      — Our  fire   figures,  solicited    and  collected 

the  New  York  law,  and  like  the  one  that  from  the  companit-s,  liave  caused  us  more 
failed  two  years  ago,  slid  through  all  right.  trouble  than  ever  l)efore — more  delays,  more 
California  tire  companies  may  take  advantage  revisions  and  one  dash  thing  after  another, 
of  this  law  and  continue  in  business  as  usual.  Of  course  we  lay  it  all  to  the  wawr  in  Urup. 
with  a  small  capital  and  tiie  full  reinsurance  But  never  again,  it  is  us  to  the  trout  brook 
reserve,  it  burned  out  in  any  great  tire.                next  time. 
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Hawaii  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Reported  to  the  Coast  Review 

Written  Prems.     Losses  Inc. 

.Etna $    557,233  $10,120  $    5 

Agricultural 72,778  1,494  16 

Alliance 197,060  3,228  5 

American  Central  .   .   .  259.726  4,428  1,559 

Atlas 862,240  15,249  560 

British  America .   .  .  156.103  3.282  30 

California 743,468  14,718  2.450 

Caledonian 411,375  6,779  851 

Camden 46,200  1,217  .  .   . 

Citizens 101.325  2,026  .  .   . 

Colonial  Fire  Underw.  573.565  10,935  3,482 

Comm'l  Union  Assur.  .  611.691  13,831  421 

Com'l  Union.  N.  Y.    .  .        54,745  768  ... 

Connecticut 74,951  1,637  29 

Concordia 15,500  203  ... 

Delaware  Underw.    .   .        46.450  670  ... 

Detroit  F.  &  M 25,475  853  2 

Equitable  F.  &  M.  .    .   .         57,425  702  3 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    1,056,996  17,861  3,117 

Globe  &  Rutgers  ....  466,839  10,826  76 

Hartford 792,849  14.011  152 

Home  of  N.  Y 778.525  9,773  277 

Imperial  Assur 30.683  494  7 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  493,250  10,881  872 

London  &  Lancashire  .  866.908  15,054  4,896 

London  Assurance    .   .  675.937  17,057  1,566 

Mercantile  F.&  M.    .   .  56,435  962  ... 

Michigan  F.  &  M.  .   .  .        15.350  283  ... 

Minnesota  Underw 14  ... 

National  Union  ....  260.957  4,852  9 

National  Fire 473,659  10,700  42 

Newark 26,958  678  17 

New  Zealand 538,980  11,638  5,767 

Niagara  Fire 584,754  9.741  1,287 

Niagara-Detroit  Under.     105.508  1,731  6 

North  British  &  Merc.  .  594.812  12,455  2,494 

Norwich  Union  ....  534,278  10,062  3,331 

Orient 222,017  3,741  754 

Old  Colony 5,000  .  40  ... 

Palatine 336,233  5,747  339 

Philadelphia  Under.     .  147,600  3.199  13 

Phoenix  Assur 352,204  5,948  82 

Phoenix  of  Hartford    .  441,935  8,695  1,501 

Prov.-Wash 125,862  2,178  .   .   . 

Queen 844,403  8,387  2,270 

Royal 1.021,717  20,458  366 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 338,434  5,578  1,273 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  886,607  16,119  7.256 

Springfield 514,8-50  10,883  3,112 


Written 

Svea 114,472 

Vulcan        120.141 

Western  Assur 86,850 

Westchester 13.399 

Fire  Association    .   .   .  335.400 

German  Alliance  .   .   .  51,485 

German  American     .   .  667,268 


Prems. 

Loss.  Inc. 

2,169 

2,542 

865 

1,876 

2,306 

8,172 

5 

974 

4 

11,458 

4,804 

Home    People    Now  Control  the  Franklin 
Fire 

All  rumors  concerning  this  old  Franklin 
Fire  of  Philadelphia — rumors  which  have 
been  flying  about  for  a  year  past — will  now 
take  a  long  rest.  A  syndicate  identified 
with  the  Home  of  New  York  has  secured 
control  of  the  stock,  which  stockholders  of 
the  Home  have  purchased. 

The  Home  reinsures  all  of  the  Franklin's 
business.  The  old  company,  organized  in 
1829,  will  hereafter  be  operated  by  the 
Home  staff,  which  of  course  will  maintain 
the  Franklin's  fine  reputation. 

The  Franklin  was  organized  in  1829.  It 
operates  in  nearly  all  the  states  of  the  Union 
and  has  always  borne  a  good  reputation 
and  has  written  good  classes  of  business. 
In  recent  years  it  has  been  somewhat 
unfortunate. 


Marine. — The  storm  of  the  first  of  May- 
week  swept  from  Nome  to  Mazatlan  along 
the  Pacific  coast  and  did  much  damage  to 
shipping.  The  Norwegian  ship  Aggi  went 
ashore  on  Santa  Rosa  island.  The  fisher 
Sintran  is  a  wreck  on  Alaskan  rocks.  One 
coaster  facing  a  Nor'we.ster  was  driven  back 
60  miles.  The  gale  was  booming  along  at 
100  miles  an  hour. 


IT.  S.  Manager  Guile  of  the  Sun  recently 
passed  the  30th  anniversary  of  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  position.  His  associates  did 
not  forget  the  anniversary.  There  were 
many  congratulations  from  friends,  and 
the  office  staff  presented  him  with  a  vase 
filled  with  roses.  Mr.  Guile,  by  the  way,  is 
married  to  a  San  Francisco  lady. 


There  is  no  music  like  the  singing  of  the 
tea-kettle. 

Man  is  the  marvel  and  the  justification  of 
the  universe. 
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Nevada  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Reported  to  The  Coast  Review 

Written  Prems.     Losses  Inc 

.^tna $  683.353  $18,299  $11,377 

Aachen  &  Munich  .   .   .  146.087  3.255  35S 

Agricultural 172.263  4.098  1,052 

Alliance     118.675  2,623  1,565 

American-Central  .   .   .  109,223  2,534  1,231 

Atlas  Assur 432.824  .   .   .  2,865 

California 517,339  9,122  2.418 

Caledonian 140,190  3,244  1,350 

Citizens 176.675  3,312  1.206 

Colonial  Fire  Underw.  14.250  180  5 

Com'l  Union  Assur.  .   .  155,390  8.068  2.,562 

Concordia 63,337  1.731  5 

Connecticut       483,252  10.052  1.734 

Delaware  Underw.     .   .  81.382  2.683  43 

DetroitF.  &M 121.480  2.186  .   .   . 

Fire  Association     .   .   .  412.677  10.269  1,902 

Fidelity-Phenix  ....  68,145  1.654  838 

Fireman's  Fund      .   .   .  554,030  12,253  4,372 

First  National 18,268  505  156 

Germ.-American,  N.  Y.  232,746  5.105  3,305 

Germ.  Alliance  Ins.  A'n  35.,513  840  478 

Globe&  Rutgers  .   .   .   .  358.400  5,278  627 

Globe  Underwriters  .   .  28.700  678  ... 

Hartford  Fire 1.324,730  27.203  5.060 

Hamburg-Bremen  .   .   .  29,2.50  814  ... 

Home,  N.  Y 1,218,705  17,954  4,032 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  Amer.  278,325  5,431  2.920 

Law  Union  &  Rock   .   .  228.050  4,400  111 

Liv.&Lon.&  Globe  .   .  070,664  14.972  7..511 

Llv.&Lon.&  Globe, N.Y.  6.500  149  ... 

London  &  Lancashire  .  318,997  7,005  7,116 

London  Assur 821,149  18,037  5.390 

Merc.  F.&  M.  Underw.  3,250  69  ... 

Michigan  F.  &  M.  .    .   .  89.125  2,490  2.54 

National 449.220  6.069  2,810 

N.Y.  Underwriters    .   .  377.383  7.991  4,417 

New  Zealand 191.620  3,500  1.6.55 

Newark 113,380  3,798  62 

Niagara  Fire 494,715  10,170  4,393 

Niagara-Detroit  Und.  .  66,246  1,199  75 

Northern  Assur 254,364  0.561  4,174 

North  British  &  Merc.  .  533,797  12,264  1.953 

Norwich  Union    ....  199,188  4.244  4.017 

Orient 74.725  2.313  2,282 

Palatine 150.915  3.607  122 

Pennsylvania  Fire     .   .  357.719  7,145  4,082 

Phoenix  Assur 391,175  7,099  1,997 

Philadelphia  Underw.  258.461  .5,525  1.275 

Phoenix  of  Hartford    .  229.0.57  5.362  1.339 

Prov.-Wash 68.886  1.506  236 

Queen 728.474  17,501  5.081 

Royal 1,33'.).792  33,079  6.981 

St.  Paul  Y.&U 114,132  2,4.51  1.273 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  213.222  5,125  401 

Springfield 610.679  17,842  9,355 


Sun.  London 412.768 

Svea 190,337 

Union  Assur 291.968 

Western  Assurance    .   .  165,425 

Westchester 190.2,50 


10,220 


1,571 


5,.541 

1,619 

5.211 

88 

2.552 

40 

4,366 

12 

Criticising  Directors  Ousted   From   Office 
at  Sacramento 

The  charges  against  President  Cartwright, 
mentioned  in  our  regular  April  issue,  were 
uj?  before  the  stockholders  last  week.  The 
result  was  the  ousting  of  three  directors  of 
the  Pacific  National  Fire  and  the  election  of 
an  entire  new  directorate.  Directors  C. 
Meredith,  J.  M.  Anderson  and  J.  L.  Arho- 
gast  were  voted  out  of  office.  They  had 
brought  the  various  charges. 

The  three  directors  expressed  a  desire  for 
the  removal  of  G.  W.  Cartwright  as  presi- 
dent. Directors  W.  F.  Gormley  and  G.  W. 
Peltier  stood  by  Cartwright. 

At  this  meeting  91.5  percent  of  the  stock 
of  the  company  was  represented.  The  new 
board  is  composed  of  W.  F.  Gormley,  presi- 
dent; F.  J.  Hunger,  G.  W.  Peltier,  A.  N. 
Bullock,  H.  .J.  Barceleux. 

Cartwright  was  charged  with  negotiating 
a  loan  with  insutiicient  security. 


New  Corporation  Tax  in  California 

A  definite  taxation  plan  has  been  adopted 
by  the  senate  education  committee  to  meet 
a  loss  of  nearly  $900,000  to  the  school  fund 
of  the  state  through  abolition  of  the  poll 
tax.  Under  tliis  plan  the  state  intends  to 
meet  two-thirds  of  the  loss  through  enact- 
ment of  a  new  corporation  license  tax  and 
increases  in  the  inheritance  tax. 


The  United  States  manager  of  the   Svea, 
Morris  Duncan,  is  dead. 


The  Equitable  F.  &  M.  has  added  $100,000 
to  its  capital  and  $200,000  to  its  surplus. 


Supt.  Stanifordof  the  Norwich  Union  now 
makes  his  headquarters  in  San    Francisco. 


A  Chicago  Hearst  paper  says  that  .S2 
Illinois  senators  not  voting  its  way  are 
either  attorneys  for  or  on  the  pay-roll  of 
the  fire  underwriters.  The  Chicago  Exam- 
ner  is  a  cheerful  liar. 
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Oregon  Fire 

Reported  to 


Business  in  1914 

the  Coast  Review 


Written 

.Etna $  4,495,263 

Aachen  &  Munich    .   .  713,716 

Agricultural 282,330 

Alliance 616,946 

American.  N.  J      ...  1,021,803 

American  Central    .   .  1,591,863 

Atlas 1,841.434 

British  America    .   .   .  439,183 

Boston 292.748 

California 2,231,651 

Caledonian 1,603,599 

Camden 447,390 

Citizens 762,416 

City  of  New  York  .   .   .  722,858 

Colonial  Fire  Underw  764,963 

Commonwealth,  N.  Y.  957,233 

Comm'l  Union,  N.  Y.  .  357,655 

Comm'l  Union,  London  3,582,882 

Concordia 182,519 

Connecticut 2,188,975 

Detroit  F.&M.      .   .   .  326,937 

Equitable  F.  &  M.    .   .  238,450 

Fidelity-Phenix     .   .   .  2,400.166 

Fireman's  Fund    .    .   .  5,458,443 

Firemen's 1.067,016 

Fire  Association  .  .  .  2,867,561 

Franklin  Fire    ....  848,575 

Germania  Underw  .   .  500 

Germanla  Fire  ....  2,422,209 

German-American,  Pa.  439,170 

German-Amer.,N.  Y.  .  4,978,044 

Germ. -Alliance  Ins.A'n  .356,572 

Globe  &  Rutgers  .   .   .  2,976,117 

Globe  Underw 78,725 

Hamburg-Bremen  .   .  404,912 

Hartford  Fire     ....  4,521,649 

HomeofN.  Y 10,424,249 

Home,  Utah 216,486 

Imperial  Assur.    .   .   .  430,199 

Ins.  Co.  North  Amer.  2,251,744 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.  1,920,515 

Law  Union  &  Rock  .   .  992,864 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  5,097,355 
Liv.&  Lon.&Globe.N.Y.     354,236 

Lon.  &  Lancashire    .  3,719,102 

London  Assur 3,653,172 

Mercantile  F.&M.  Und  214,613 

Michigan  F.  &  M.    .   .  465,436 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  2,820,573 

Minnesota  Underw.    .  119,726 

National  Union       .   .  3.482,852 

National  Ben  l^^ranklin  1.268,711 

National  Fire    ....  4.042,104 


Prems.     Losses  Inc. 
$  62.324      $  41.814 


10,061 

3,280 

8,921 

14,396 

26.551 

28,248 

5,380 

3,843 

38,939 

26,714 

6,536 

11,927 

8.255 

10,510 

14.223 

4,759 

57,398 

2.999 

33,849 

5,114 

4,136 

32,452 

95,384 

23,117 

42,703 

10,493 

17 

35,489 

5,037 

70,728 

5,282 

33,244 

1.454 

6,322 

72.395 

108,427 

3,978 

5,864 

33,256 

30,920 

11,693 

89,335 

4,511 

57,017 

56,609 

3.043 

6,257 

43,078 

2,058 

47,865 

19,925 

49,273 


14,450 

338 

5,643 

11,197 

19,630 

13,237 

595 

5,.3o0 

27,665 

39,755 

4,159 

11.742 

4,537 

9,747 

8,734 

2,948 

29,125 

10,180 

20,158 

3.332 

1,476 

19.091 

72,708 

13.457 

34,733 

14,347 

29,185 

2,240 

49,984 

3.256 

19.571 

5,118 

7,804 

69.107 

84,781 

1,602 

1,644 

28.551 

25,775 

23,266 

63,349 

474 

32,433 

39,759 

3,044 

3,280 

45,207 

4,821 

35,567 

13,750 

24,112 


N.  Y.  Underwriters  .   .  $2,464,071 

New  Jersey 788,398 

New  Hampshire  .   .   .  372,362 

New  Zealand     ....  2,497,921 

Newark 738,745 

Netherlands 844,833 

Niagara  Fire 3,097,934 

Niagara  Detroit  Uw'rs  612,724 

Nord  Deutsche  ....  1,116,678 

Northern  Assur.  .   .   .  4,369,466 

North  British  &  Merc.  5,774,013 

Norwich  Union    .   .   .  3.842,994 

Northwestern  Nat'l  .  .  3,496.259 

Northwestern  Mutual.  4,865,017 

Northwestern  F.  <k  M.  517,063 

Nord  Deutsche  ....  1,116,678 

Old  Colony 203.650 

Orient 1,072,394 

Pacific 757,269 

Palatine 1,590,401 

Pennsylvania  Fire  .   .  1,468,841 

People's  National    .   .  191,919 

Philadelphia    Underw  558,515 

Phoenix    of    Hartford  3,246,182 

Phoenix  Assur.     .   .   .  3,423.076 

Prov.-Wash 813,728 

Prussian  National  .   .  1,317,227 

Queen  of  A 4,293,047 

Rhode  Island 387,910 

Rochester-Ger.  Und.   .  874,780 

Royal         4,981.159 

Royal  Exchange  .  .   .  1,471,265 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M.   .   .  .  1,736,357 

Scottish  Union  &  N.    .  2,858,725 

Security 756,608 

Springfield  F.  &  M.  .   .  3,250,288 

Standard      460,610 

Stuyvesant 1,111,164 

Sun  of  London  ....  2.993,358 

Svea 1.288,256 

United  Firemen's    .  .  205,451 

Union  Assur 1,276,211 

Vulcan 285,103 

Westchester 1.017,833 

Western  Assur 1,131,767 


$36,300 
11,561 

4,851 
39,466 
12,488 
11,610 
51,468 

9,779 
19,139 
67,893 
81,339 
57,203 
41,052 
25,7.54 

4,208 
19,139 

2,423 
16,046 

9,560 
24,217 
23,020 

3,941 
10.131 
52,633 
48,829 
12.746 
18,809 
63,704 

4,456 
13,360 
86,120 
19,142 
31,477 
34,807 

9,598 
59,640 

6,366 
18,958 
46,416 
19,632 

3,028 
24,760 

4,524 
16,924 
15,472 


$20,311 
11.457 

5,342 
29.746 

6,518 

6,726 
35,410 

3,998 
11,309 
62,727 
53,642 
32.269 
20,008 
61,196 

3,168 
11,309 

2.521 
13.385 
12,227 
28.414 
19,087 

6.393 

3,217 
30,003 
23,206 
21,441 
11,922 
32,380 

5.789 

7.164 
53,882 

5,861 
26,417 
23.689 

7,672 
44,758 

5,538 
10,331 
30,023 
19,306 

5,327 
21.537 

6,306 

8,512 
16,727 


H.  B.  Mariner,  of  Hilo,  Hawaii,  is  in 
town.  This  is  his  first  visit  for  several 
years.  He  came  up  on  the  Enterprise,  four 
days  late,  which  was  unable  to  pass  the 
bar.  Hence  the  passengers  were  sick.  This 
Mariner  of  the  raging  main  was  formerly  a 
San  Francisco  clerk  in  Tom  Grant's  office. 
He  acknowledges  he  knows  less  about 
insurance  now  that  he  has  a  company  of 
his  own  than  when  he   was   a   clerk. 
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Alaska  Fire  Business 

Reported  to  the  Coast 
Written 

.Etna S  367.755 

Aachen  &  Munich    .   .  26,000 

Agricultural 102,022 

Alliance    . 28,600 

American,  X.  J      ...  35,250 

American  Central    .   .  16.000 

Atlas ^--'^ 

British  America    .  .  -  88,200 

Boston 23,750 

California 304,680 

Caledonian 130,965 

Camden 7,500 

Citizens 446,112 

Colonial  Fire  Underw  132,585 

Comm'l  Union,  London  346,748 

Concordia 100,955 

Connecticut 90.640 

Delaware  Underw.    .   .  159,925 

Detroit  F.&M.      .   .   .  41,766 

Fidelity-Phenix     .   .   .  8:5.-524 

Fireman's  Fund    .       .  155.965 

Fire  .^.ssociation  .   .   .  56,900 

German.  Pa 1.000 

Germauia  Underw  .  .  '2,500 

German-Amer. ,  N.  Y.  .  .3.59,959 

Germ. -Alliance  Ins.A'n  34,029 

Globe  &  Rutgers   .   .   .  320,424 

Globe  Underw 15.500 

Hamburg-Bremen   .   .  9,000 

Hartford  Fire     ....  736,430 

Home  of  N.  Y 199,365 

Home.  Utah 18,7.50 

Imperial  Assur.    .   .   .  21,893 

Ins.  Co.  North   Amer.  190,705 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.  158.635 

Law  Union  &  Rock  .   .  143,298 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .  154,2.50 

Liv.it  Lon.&Globe.N.Y.  17 ..500 

Lon.  &  Lancashire    .  176.514 

London  Assur 4>*7.289 

Mercantile  F.etM.Und  12,600 

Michigan  F.  et  M.    .   .  21.125 

National  Union       .   .  734..500 

National  Fire    ....  573.965 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  .   .  201,588 

New  Zealand     ....  1-56.995 

Newark 66.440 

Niagara  Fire 319.009 

Niagara  Detroit  Uw'rs  125,479 

Northern  Assur.  .   .   .  163,000 

North  British  vt  Mere.  13-5.500 

Norwich  Union     .   .   .  279,410 

Orient 18,910 


in  1914 

Review 

Prems.     Losses  Inc. 

$    8.018 

$  2,364 

814 

47 

3.111 

125 

793 

200 

814 

.   .   . 

273 

1,339 

718 

3,610 

7,893 

596 

33 

7,831 

1,999 

3.933 

1.621 

243 

12,470 

8,405 

4,960 

32 

8,068 

89 

4,160 

29 

2,508 

286 

5,9.56 

43 

1,016 

1,365 

2,766 

479 

5.462 

4,871 

1.836 

56 

50 

5.836 

11,049 

734 

1.6.36 

6.861 

147 

118 

201 

.  .   . 

15,518 

694 

5.698 

600 

462 

418 

5.904 

400 

5.545 

3,783 

140 

4,336 

12.500 

115 

4.641 

9,116 

13.976 

14.140 

169 

1.419 

5.648 

11,1.84 

1,091 

4.556 

4.297 

4.372 

383 

2.382 

9.25 

181 

3.275 

3.273 

4.400 

2,304 

9,103 

3,043 

Palatine 182,787 

Pennsylvania  Fire  .   .  71,5-50 

People's  National    .   .  29,500 

Philadelphia    Underw  28,250 

Phoenix    of    Hartford  302.497 

Phoenix  Assur.     .   .   .  2.52.287 

Prov.-Wash 96,500 

Queen  of  A 193,602 

Rochester-Ger.  Und.   .  20,050 

Royal         369.643 

St.  Paul  F.&  M.   .   .   .  9.350 

Scottish  Union  &  X.    .  96,470 

Springfield  F.  &  M.  .   .  254,487 

Sun  of  London  ....  105,645 

Svea 107.934 

Union  Assur 149,641 

\A'estchester 97,4.50 

Western  Assur.  .       .   .  183,075 


4,246 

398 

2,008 

1,031 

808 

5,602 

104 

6,308 

50 

2.379 

200 

4,713 

112 

1,037 

8,494 

229 

204 

3.284 

7.936 

2.55 

5.474 

1.840 

3.326 

3,491 

201 

3,840 

1.988 

2.635 

3.246 

Nevada 

Loss  experience,  for  a  wonder,  not  bad, 
being  only  33.8  percent  in  1914. 

The  Republic  Underwriters  goes  to  J.  H. 
Ankele.     The  prei=ent  office  is  discontinued. 

The  himbermen's  mutuals  in  California 
fared  ill  last  year.  One  had  62  percent  loss 
ratio,  another  57,  another  60,  another  69, 
all  on  new  business. 

Vice  President  Wyper  of  the  Hartford 
Fire  is  visitin»  Northwestern  Canada. 

Andrew  Derby  Smith,  an  old  time  San 
Francisco  fire  underwriter,  died  at  his  home 
in  Oakland,  May  11,  in  his  77th  year.  The 
remains  were  cremated.  The  deceased 
was  the  father  of  Manager  Harry  Homes 
Smith. 

Farmers  Mutual  Convention:  San  Fran- 
cisco, May  13. 

Last  year  the  Franklin  Fire's  loss  and 
expense  ratio  was  108  percent  of  the  prem- 
iums. In  1913  it  was  103;  in  1912,  106.  In 
all  three  years  the  outgo  exceeded  the 
income.  These  losses  may  have  started  the 
adverse  rumors.  Continued  net  losses 
usually  do  start  rumors. 

But  the  Dixie  Fire  is  still  struggling 
though  for  seven  years  doing  a  losing  busi- 
ness. And  the  Queen  City  of  South  Dakota, 
nine  years  with  excess  losses  and  expenses 
over  premiums— it  still  lives,  with  pluck 
minus  luck. 
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At  122  Halleck  St. 

The  Coast  Review  editorial  office  is  now 
at  122  Halleck  street,  exactly  beneath 
where  it  was  35  years  ago.  New  business 
office  will  be  announced  later.  Telephone 
will  soon  be  re-installed. 


Coast  50  Percent  Loss  Ratio 

We  have  over  §33,200,000  Coast  fire 
premiums  reported  to  us,  with  $16,800,000 
losses  incurred.  The  average  loss  ratio  is 
over  50  percent.  There  was  a  large  gain  in 
premiums.  The  loss  ratio  outside  of  Cali- 
fornia was  60  percent. 


Kunning  Kehoe's  Latest  Beaten 

The  resolution  by  Eureka  Kehoe  pro- 
viding for  a  holdover  senate  committee  to 
investigate  fire  insurance  companies' 
records  with  a  view  to  state  fire  insurance 
if  there  is  any  money  in  the  business  was 
defeated  by  17  to  18  in  the  senate.  Kehoe 
is  mad  clean  through. 


The  Canton  Deposits  More  Bonds 

The  Canton  Insurance  Office  of  Hong 
Kong  has  deposited  additional  bonds  in  the 
United  States,  bringing  the  total  up  to 
$399,500. 


The  Panama  Pacific  Ins.  Club  button  is  a 
handsome  ornament  for  the  coat  lapel.  The 
monogram  is  white  in  red  setting.  The 
name  is  in  gold  in  blue  circle.  At  top  and 
bottom  are  scrolls  with  the  words  "insur- 
ance" and  "protection  for  all." 


California's  loss  ratio  in  1914  was  40.8. 
American  companies,  41.6;  foreign  com- 
panies, 39.3.  Premiums  gained  $700,000, 
over  1500,000  of  which  was  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. Loss  ratio  outside  of  the  Bay  cities 
was  50  percent. 


Wm.  J.  Dutton,  ex-president  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company  of 
San  Francisco,  and  a  member  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  World's  Insurance 
Congress,  left  Friday,  May  7,  for  a  two 
months'  trip  to  Xew  Orleans,  Havana,  Cuba, 


New  York,  Boston,  and  a  number  of  East- 
ern cities.  He  has  been  delegated  as  a 
special  commissioner  to  represent  the 
World's  Insurance  Congress  by  President 
C.  C.  Moore  of  the  Panama-Pacific  Inter- 
national Exposition. 


Montana  Loss  Ratio  41  Percent 

Fate  seems  again  kind  to  the  fire  com- 
panies in  Montana  last  year.  With  some 
§1,933,000  premiums,  the  losses  incurred 
were  41  percent  of  the  same. 


Indeed  ? 

Undeniable  Comments.  —  Comments  are 
wafted  from  the  Pacific  Coast  upon  the  bad 
faith  which  crops  out  among  underwriters 
every  year  in  observing  their  own  rules  and 
regulations.  It  is  a  pity  there  is  any  truth 
in  these  comments,  but,  alas!  they  are 
undeniable. — The  Spectator. 


Too  Poor 

Unable  to  pay  their  way  so  far  as  San 
Francisco  the  National  Association  of  Locals 
will  meet  in  Indianapolis  at  the  same  time 
as  the  Insurance  Congress  meets  in  San 
Francisco. 


Adjuster  Lockey  of  Helena,  Mont.,  is   in 
town. 


J.  P.  Treanor,  appraiser  and  adjuster, 
now  has  office  with  Mr.  Fish  in  the 
Merchants  Exchange  bldg. 


The  fire  company  with  an  income 
generally  more  than  the  outgo  can  stand  a 
lot  of  fire.  That's  an  item  for  the  agent  to 
consider  when  he  consults  the  Coast  Review 
Fire  Chart — and  that's  why  the  income  and 
the  outgo  are  in  parallel  columns. 


Sacramento. — The  fire-boats  at  San  Fran- 
cisco protect  state  property,  all  shipping 
near-by,  and  are  at  the  service  of  near-by 
bay  town  water-fronts.  The  state  should 
pay  half  the  up-keep  (§50,000),  and  the 
legislature  agrees — but  the  governor  vetoed 
two  years  ago. 
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Montana  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Reported  to  the  Coast  Review 

Written  Prems.     Losses  Inc. 

^tna ;  $2,990,887  |6-1,051  $30,507 

Aachen  &  Munich  .   .   .      628.257  12.212  9,748 

Agricultural 504,129  10.963  2.833 

Alliance 778,035  16,379  7,707 

American,  X.  J.    .   .  .        779,135  14,853  4,111 

American  Central  .   .   .    2.156,259  48,923  22.197 

Atlas 1,357,009  28.626  8,023 

British  America  .   .  .          350,617  6.557  4,361 

California 1,027,350  21,540  6.519 

Caledonian 682.240  13,728  7,251 

Camden 14,050  294  ... 

Citizens 488,374  11.170  9,254 

Colonial  Fire  Underw.       512.544  10,924  7,861 

Commonwealth.  N.  Y.        297.993  5.890  2.086 

Comm'l  Union  Assur.  .    2,964,501  59,476  5,536 

Com'l  Union.  N.Y.    .   .      264,663  5.145  74 

Connecticut 2.034,131  45.558  21.125 

Concordia 302,541  7,541  1,392 

Delaware  Underw.    .   .      348,002  7,668  3.864 

Detroit  F.  &  M 168,200  3,430  95 

Equitable  F.  &  M.  .   .   .       148,754  2,919  422 

Fidelity-Phenix  ....    2,147.400  45,410  15,256 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    3.976.805  91,804  27,182 

Firemens 572.216  10.497  2.697 

First  National  .   .       .   .        19,«66  378  ... 

Franklin               ....      592.668  12,241  4,686 

GermaniaFire     ....      958,091  20,397  10.198 

Hartford 3.874.233  95.386  60,013 

Hamburg-Bremen  .  .  .      110.110  2.211  333 

Home  of  Utah 88.875  1.7:J2  491 

Homeof  N.Y.  .   .   .   .   .   5,938,845  123,743  53,368 

Imperial  Assur 136,433  3,135  912 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  2,129,185  50,146  11,166 

Ins.  Co.  Stateof  Penn.  .     463,623  9.175  4.228 

Law  Union  &  Rock  .   .      774.502  13,526  8,852 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe     .    3,:»2,310  57.906  19.530 

Liv.&Lon.& Globe,  N.Y.     136,215  2,534  1,082 

London  &  Lancashire  .    1,154,179  24,290  11.803 

London  Assurance     .   .    1.961,588  42,970  9,117 

Merchants  Fire.  N.  Y.  .      431,273  8.370  3,632 

Mercantile  F.&  M.    .   .      208,195  .3.974  408 

Michigan  F.  &  M,  .   .   .      430,230  8,165  1,597 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .      651,608  13.117  3,482 

Minnesota  Underw.  .   .       153.152  2,721  1.460 

Montana  Fire 1,626.962  35,%0  16.986 

National  Ben-Franklin       272,599  5.:i50  134 

National  Union  ....      197,.56l  22,032  10.426 

National  Fire 2,928.144  4U,7<,)2  15,972 

N.  Y.  Underwriters  .   .    1.037,653  20.294  6,000 


Written 

Newark 181.258 

New  Hampshire  ....  589.928 

New  Zealand 750,976 

Niagara  Fire 8,000 

Northern  Assur 2.040,536 

Northwestern  F.  &  M.  .  658,854 

Northwestern  Nat'l  .   .  1.060,-525 

North  British  &  Merc.  .  2,474.189 

Norwich  Union  ....  1,908.565 

Orient 446.358 

Palatine 1,041,841 

Pennsylvania  Fire    .   .  1,047,423 

Phoenix  Assur 1,450,593 

Phoenix  of  Hartford    .  1.909,584 

Prov.-Wash 516,753 

Prussian  National  .  .  .  688.271 

Queen 1.973,837 

Rocky  Mountain  F.  .   .  661,521 

Rochester-Ger.  Und.  .  633.273 

Royal 3.306,590 

Royal  Exchange     .   .   .  544.721 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 2,756,810 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  1,322,712 

Security 651,564 

Springfield 2,006,726 

State  Assurance  ....  254,683 

Standard 297.859 

Sun  of  London    ....  1.516,803 

Svea 1,148,072 

Union  Assurance    .  .   .  837,728 

Vulcan        382,489 

Western  Assur 272,835 

Westchester 576,755 


Anglo-American    ...  $  100,250 

Continental 1,768.427 

Fire  Association    .  .   .  1,888,301 

German  Alliance  .   .   .  292.250 

German  American     .  .  2.ol7,042 

Girard      224,944 

Glens  Falls 484.024 

Globe 647.687 

Hanover 734.286 

Merchants.  Colo.  .   .  .  130,367 

Michigan  Comm'l     .   .  305.375 

Minneapolis  F.  &  M.    .  792.384 

Montana 1,626.962 

Mutual  Fire 1.088.717 

New  Brunswick     .   .   .  470,515 

Niagara 1,003,201 

North  River 809,421 

Northern 343,614 

Northwestern  F.   &  M.  1,303.955 

Reliance 296,204 

Twin  City     874,616 

Willian>sburg  City    .   .  490,621 

Yorkshire      765,187 

The  latter  figures  are  taken  from 
dept.  report. 


Prems. 

Loss.  lac- 

4.137 

2.408 

13.483 

4.343 

15.208 

5.267 

100 

46,491 

19.140 

16.538 

10,533 

21.195 

10,003 

39.749 

11.484 

44.6:30 

17.877 

9.131 

3,051 

21.574 

4.536 

21.243 

7.263 

31.338 

7.214 

39.761 

13.841 

12,311 

6.444 

11, .535 

6.331 

37,646 

15,492 

13,291 

1.115 

14,528 

5,912 

68.392 

29.206 

10.939 

7.512 

61.860 

28,030 

28,420 

17,543 

12.165 

2,337 

51.253 

32,443 

4.989 

536 

5.817 

3,003 

32,253 

21.275 

39,017 

9,050 

14.847 

13.239 

8.280 

246 

4.401 

2.457 

12,792 

5,852 

1  7,385 

$  2,736 

33,562 

12.587 

44.260 

28,046 

6,000 

1,&16 

54,267 

17,942 

4.394 

619 

9.572 

4.111 

20.692 

7.001 

16.610 

5.573 

8,370 

3.632 

6.248 

2.061 

17,312 

5.858 

35.960 

24.877 

23.830 

1.015 

9,886 

1.567 

22.350 

15.163 

13.046 

1.702 

6.866 

1.284 

71  .,552 

28.555 

6.035 

2.271 

45.388 

lb,078 

9,.517 

6,914 

14.961 

5,121 

the  Montana  ins. 
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Our  Big  Fire  Table 

The  final  Pacific  Coast  Fire  Table  Siipple- 
lent,  witli  thif?  issue,  has  received  a  deal  of 
dishing  and  some  addition — but  no  sub- 
■action — since  it  first  appeared.  Our  Cali- 
)rnia  figures  do  not  agree,  quite  often,  with 
lose  filed  with  the  state  insurance  depart- 
lent;  but  these  differences  are  due  to  the 
underwriters"  which  report  to  us  and  not 
)  the  department,  and  also  due  to  the  fact 
lat  some  of  our  figures  are  net  a*  reported 
y  the  home  office. 

The  companies  <lid  fairly  well  on  the 
oast  as  a  whole.  There  was  a  good 
icrease  in  premiums.  The  total  of  33^ 
lillions  is  the  largest  ever  reported  for  this 
eld.  The  average  percentage  of  losses  to 
remiums  earned  left  an  underwriting  profit 
f  about  9  percent,  but  the  whole  territory 
ntside  of  California  produced  no  profit. 

Idaho,  Oregon,  Washingron  and  New 
lexico  were  especially  bad. 


United  States  Manager  K.  G.  Richards 
as  been  elected  president  of  the  National 
ioard. 

President  Bigelow  of  the  St.  Paul  F.  &  M. 
ns  Co.,  who  has  been  visiting  San  Fran- 
isco  and  other  Coast  points,  has  returned 
onae. 

United  States  Manager  Beresford  of  the 
'hoenix  Assurance  is  making  his  first  visit 
3  San  Francisco  today. 

The  Providence  Washington  has  reinsured 
11  the  business  of  the  New  Jersey,  except 
!iat  in  its  home  state,  to  which  the  rein- 
ured  company  will  hereafter  restrict  its 
usiness. 

President  Wood  of  the  Lloyds  Plate  Glass, 
■ho  has  been  visiting  San  Francisco,  is  now 
omeward  bound.  He  will  visit  Portland 
nd  Seattle  for  the  first  time. 

Kenneth  Lowden,  special  for  the  Norwich 
In  ion,  has  resigned  and  will  engage  in  local 
gency  and  realty  in  Oakland.  He  is  a  son 
f  the  late  W.  H.  Lowden.  The  company 
reated  Kenneth  very  handsomely. 

Stockholders  of  the  Home  are  being 
ffered  options  on  Franklin  Fire  stock  at 
52,  par  82o. 


Volcanic 

Stockton,  Cal.,  is  in  eruption.  Streams  of 
"mud"  are  being  thrown  out.  Expert  Du 
Val  is  investigating  the  crater.  Blasts  of 
smoke  and  hot  air  are  reported.  Several 
agents  threaten,  "in  self  defence,"  to  be- 
come mixed  agencies  and  "protect"  their 
business  by  placing  the  endangered  part  in 
their  own  non-board  companies.  On  the 
otlier  hand  it  is  possible  that  the  board 
companies  thus  endangered  will  retire,  can- 
cel and  re-write.  A  non-board  agency  in 
Stockton  is  declared  to  be  getting  more  than 
its  share  by  unfair  competition.  A  rate- war 
is  possible. 

Los    Angeles    Fire    Causes    S.30,000    Loss 

Los  Angeles,  May  27.  —  Officials  of  the 
Eastern  Outfitting  company,  e^imated 
today  that  their  losses  in  the  "dark  fire," 
which  raged  in  the  basement  of  their  six 
story  building  would  be  more  than  $30,000. 
Firemen  fought  the  smouldering  blaze  in 
relays,  wearing  smoke  helmets  as  protection 
against  the  thick  fumes.  Simultaneously 
two  more  alarms  were  turned  in  and  at  one 
time  half  the  fire  apparatus  of  the  city  was 
engaged. 


San  Jose  Fire 

At  3  a.  m.  29  May  fire  broke  out  in  cooper- 
shop  of  A.  Lorentz  Co.  and  spread  to  Bean 
Spray  Pump  Co.  plant.  Loss  perhaps  $100,- 
000. 


Walter  Speyer  has  returned  from  Speyer- 
ing  out  the  land  of  Howahyou.  He  visited 
all  the  islands  and  surveyed  the  volcano 
noted  for  its  toasted  postcards. 

We  are  informed  that  the  Twin  Cities, 
referred  to  elsewhere,  built  its  sudden 
Montana  business  out  of  hail  premiums. 
Therefore  no  criticism  applies. 

The  New  Jersey  Fire  for  the  past  two 
years  had  107  outgo  percentage.  It  was  a 
non-boarder. 

The  Prudential  of  England  has  already 
paid  $1,000,000  death  claims  arising  through 
the  war. 

Accident  policies  permitting  Americans  to 
travel  to  and  in  Europe  are  being  canceled. 


Coast  Review  Extra 


Idaho 

E.  Van  Valkeuburg,  now  with  a  life  com- 
pany as  district  manager,  must  answer  a 
charge  of  embezzlement  while  insurance 
commissioner. 

Bonds 

The  rule  as  to  reinsurance  of  federal 
surety  risks  in  specified  companies  only  is 
objected  to  by  the  Pacific  Coast  Casualty, 
which  therefore  has  surrendered  its  license 
to  write  such  bonds. 

Hostile  Act 

The  action  of  the  California  state  insur- 
ance departuient  in  employing  S.  H.  Wolfe 
to  examine  the  Pacific  Coast  Casualty  Co.  is 
denounced  as  unfriendly.  The  company 
was  recently  examined  by  the  preceding 
commissioner,  who  approved  the  reorganiza- 
tion plan  of  the  new  (the  present)  owners 
of  the  company.  Green  and  Frank  were 
the  former  managers  and  controllers,  and 
they  left  "a  nice  rae.-s"  for  the  men  who 
bought  the  control.  The  president  is  T.  H. 
Miller  and  the  directors  are  men  of  property 
and  good  reputation.  They  have  virtually 
created  a  new  and  clean  company.  After 
the  grand  jury  "turned  down"  Wolfe,  the 
New  Yorker,  whose  conduct  was  certainly 
.censurable,  Commissioner  Phelps  re-ein- 
ployed  him  to  "examine"  the  Pacific  Coast 
Casualty  Co.  Wolfe  is  charged  with  being 
biased  against  Mr.  Miller,  and  surely  his 
conduct  indicates  bias.  The  new  examina- 
tion was  unnecessary  and  if  insisted  on 
should  have  been  made  jointly  with  other 
states.  As  it  is,  the  commissioner  violated 
the  civil  service  law.  His  conduct  is  open 
to  severe  criticism. 

San  Francisco. —A  proposal  to  sell  Hetch- 
Hetchy  bonds  to  a  syndicate  at  a  discount 
develops  the  fact  that  the  loss  to  the  city 
would  be  more  than  the  alleged  excess  cost 
of  Spring  Valley.  There  is  a  proposition  to 
buy  the  water  company's  distributing  plant 
only,  thus  letting  the  company  supply  other 
cities  with  water.  There  is  an  immense 
supply  of  water  beneath  and  nearby  the 
city.     The  rainfall  in  the  Big  Basin  seventy 


miles  south  often  exceeds  100  inches  a  yea: 
Water  enough  for  a  hundred  years'  growt 
can  be  procured  near  San  Francisco.  Tl: 
act  granting  the  right  to  use  Hetch-Hetch 
valley  as  reservoir  and  water-shed  wj 
wisely  qualified  by  this  clause:  "The  cil 
must  use  all  the  available  water  that  sY 
now  has  or  may  hereafter  acquire."  Th 
worries  the  confiscationists. 

This  Should  Make  a  Legislator  Sick 

American  life  companies  collected  $660 
000,000  premiums  last  year  and  paid  S265 
000,000  death  and  "as  good  as  death 
claims.  The  companies  took  in  $880, 000, 0( 
cash  and  paid  out  $647,000,000. 

Life  Lapsing  Increases 

Last  year  life  policies  lapsed  and  surrei 
dered  in  this  pschycologically  prospero) 
country  increased  17  percent.  To  pay  tl 
$103,000,000  therefor  the  companies  we: 
not  obliged  to  sell  a  single  security. 

The  state  corporation  commission  ' 
Virginia  said  of  Examiner  Wolfe's  repo 
on  the  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Virginia:  "Sa: 
report  of  Mr.  AVoIfe  is  inaccurate  ar 
untrue  in  many  important  particulars,  ar 
he  was  unable  to  sustain  the  same  upc 
oral  cross  examination  at  said  hearing;  th; 
some  of  his  charges  and  conclusions  again 
said  company  are  unsupported  by  his  ow 
findings  of  fact,  and  still  more  of  them  ai 
unwarranted  by  the  real  facts  in  the  case. 
Wolfe  was  charged  with  doing  a  gra: 
wrong  and  injustice  to  the  company  an 
its  officers.  The  San  Francisco  grand  jui 
impolitely  ignored  Wolfe  and  his  charges  i 
another  case. 

The  165  members  of  the  Prudential's  $100 
000  club  will  be  increased  to  250  at  the  191 
convention,  says  Geo.  B.  Speer,  a  vi< 
president.  A  campaign  of  education  hj 
begun  already,  to  make  every  agent  moi 
efficient.  Speer  will  spur  them  on,  and  0 
will  promise  them  gold  galore.  The  hon 
office  was  well  represented  at  the  successf 
San  Francisco  $100,000  club  meeting.  Tl 
attendance  was  Panama  Pacific  fair. 
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LIFE,    CASUALTY,    ETC 


Fraternal  Insurance  Merger  Near 

Reports  are  in  circulation  to  the  effect 
that  there  is  impending  a  consolidation  of 
the  Fraternal  Brotherhood,  the  only  insur- 
ance order  having  headquarters  in  Cali- 
fornia, with  the  American  Insurance  Union 
of  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Secretary  C.  W.  Dempster  of  the  Fraternal 
Brotherhood  was  recently  in  conference 
with  former  Congressman  J.  J.  Lentz, 
president  of  the  American  Insurance  Union, 
with  reference  to  a  possible  merger.  This 
is  admitted  by  Vice  President  A.  Morgan 
Duke  of  the  Fraternal  Brotherhood.  The 
plan  has  been  laid  before  the  trustees  of  the 
Fraternal  Brotherhood.  Lentz,  and  two  of 
his  officers,  Dr.  George  W.  Hoglan  and 
Julius  W.  Beams,  have  been  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  have  filed  an  application  with  the 
state  insurance  department  for  permission 
to  do  business  in  California. 

The  objections  of  rating  Treasurer  Hughes' 
adherents  are  understood  to  be  that  it 
would  be  poor  policy  to  allow  the  Fraternal 
Brotherhood  with  its  30,594  members  and 
11,086,391  in  assets  to  be  absorbed  by  the 
American  Insurance  Union  with  its  29,133 
members  and  its  $320,000  in  assets. 

Vice  President  A,  Morgan  Duke  is  quoted 
thus : 

"On  general  principals  I  am  in  favor  of 
consolidating  fraternal  organizations  like 
the  Fraternal  Brotherhood  with  similar 
organizations  equally  strong,  so  as  to  reduce 
the  overhead  expenses.  No  formal  appli- 
cation for  the  consolidation  of  the  Fraternal 
Brotherhood  with  the  American  Insurance 
Union  has  been  made.  There  has  been  no 
correspondence  with  the  officers  of  the 
Insurance  Union  looking  to  that  end.  Some 
months  ago  Secretary  Dempster,  on  his  own 
initiative  and  not  acting  for  the  order,  went 
over  the  subject  of  consolidation  with  some 
of  the  Eastern  orders,  among  them  this 
Columbus  society,  and  presented  an  informal 
report  to  our  board  of  trustees,  but  no  action 
was  taken.  Whether  any  terms  would  be 
advantageous  would  be  a  subject  for  an 
actuary  to  study  and  report  upon. 


"We  couldn't  'sell  out'  if  we  wanted  to, 
in  the  sense  that  reports  imply.  We  would 
have  to  get  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
supreme  governing  body,  and  then  the 
consent  of  the  insurance  commissioners  of 
California  and  Ohio.  I  do  not  imagine  that 
the  California  commissioner  would  grant 
the  right  of  merging  with  the  American 
Insurance  Union  or  with  any  other  order, 
if  it  were  not  to  the  advantage  of  all  of  our 
members.  In  any  event  consolidation  is 
not  under  consideration  at  this  time." 


Permanent  Injury 

The  Workmeii's  Compensation  Act  (St. 
1913,  §  2394-9.  subd.  5)  provides  that  in 
case  of  permanent  injury  to  an  employe 
who  is  over  55  years  of  age  the  compensa- 
tion shall  be  reduced  5  percent,  if  over  60 
years  by  10  percent,  and  if  over  65  years 
by  15  per  cent.  Preceding  subdivisions 
provide  that,  in  case  of  the  death  of  an 
injured  employe,  a  sum  equal  to  the  com- 
pensation for  permanent  injury  or  disability 
shall  be  paid  as  a  penalty  to  the  surviving 
defendants  of  the  employe.  Held,  that  the 
term  "permanent  injury"  is  used  in  the 
ordinary  sense,  and  cannot  be  expanded  so 
as  to  include  injuries  resulting  in  death; 
hence  in  case  of  death  no  reduction  for 
the  advanced  age  of  the  employe  can  be 
enforced. — City  of  Milwauke  v.  Eitzow  We.st 
Pub.  Co. 


The  Denver  undertaker  who  furnished  a 
corpse  and  conspired  to  collect  insurance  on 
a  live  man  has  been  found — guilty. 


Wilbur  S.  Tupper  got  a  $13,000  judgment 
against  the  Pioneer  for  a  breach  of  contract, 
but  not  the  |75,000  he  sued  for.  Wilbur  is 
a  modest  man. 


A  New  York  woman  has  brought  suit  to 
compel  her  husband  to  insure  his  life  in 
favor  of  herself  and  his  children. 


A    thin    wall    doth   divide  the   sanity  of 
nations  from  madness. 
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The  Whole  Life  Policy 

Life  insurance  has  for  its  primary  pur- 
pose tlie  payment  of  a  certain  sum  at  death. 

While  special  circumstances  require  special 
contracts,  the  policy  most  sold,  most  liked 
and  most  desirable  to  present,  where  plain 
protection  is  wanted,  is  the  straight  life 
policy. 

To  the  man  who  has  a  family  dependent 
on  him;  to  the  man  who  realizes  that  death 
is  as  likely  to  pick  him  as  any  other  of  the 
thousands  who  the  mortality  tables  show 
will  be  taken  away  each  year  at  his  age ;  to 
the  man  who  realizes  the  extent  of  his 
family's  dependence  on  him,  and  their  utter 
helplessness  in  the  event  of  his  loss;  to  such 
a  man,  who  is  the  average  man,  the  desire 
will  be  to  have  just  as  much  protection  as 
his  money  can  possibly  buy. 

The  straight  life  policy  offers  practically 
only  one  thing.  It  has  no  great  induce- 
ment as  an  investment.  It  simply  offers 
for  the  money  expended  the  greatest  amount 
of  protection  against  death  which  it  is 
possible  to  get  during  the  life  of  the  insured. 
So,  in  presenting  the  straight  life  policy,  it 
is  necesssary  to  talk  only  of  things  any  man 
understands. 

Does  the  prospect  know  the  uncertainty 
of  his  own  life  as  shown  by  mortality 
statistics?  Does  he  realize  the  exact 
financial  loss  his  death  will  mean  to  his 
family.  These  are  the  only  questions  to  be 
decided. 

In  answering  these  questions,  it  helps 
considerably  to  get  out  a  pencil  and  do  a 
little  figuring. 

For  example,  suppose  the  prospect  is  35 
years  old  and  has  a  wife  and  two  children. 
According  to  mortality  tables  he  has,  on 
tlie  other  hand,  no  assurance  that  he  will 
not  be  one  of  tlie  9  out  of  1,000  at  his  age 
who  will  certainly  die  that  year;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  he  lives,  the  chances  are 
that  he  has  about  32  years  ahead  of  him. 

Suppose  his  salary  is  $2,000  a  year. 
Should  he  be  one  of  the  nine  dying  this 
year,  $64,000  of  salary  would  be  lost,  figur- 
ing his  salary  at  $2,000  per  year.  At  least 
half  of  this  sum  would  represent  actual  loss 
to  his  family.     No  matter  what  the  previous 


thrift  of  the  prospect,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  save  enough  from  his  salary  to  replace 
any  considerable  part  of  the  amount  lost  by 
death. — Walter  A.  McGeorge  in  Prudential 
Weekly  Record. 


Creation  of   Life    Insurance    Capital    Out 
of  the  Surplus 

In  1908  the  Union  Central  Life  of  Cincin- 
nati declared  a  big  stock  dividend,  payable 
to  stockholders  out  of  its  surplus  funds. 
Many  state  insurance  commissioners  pro- 
tested that  this  action  by  the  company  was 
wrong  and  illegal — that  the  money  thus 
taken  belonged  to  the  policyholders. 

The  matter  was  taken  into  court  on  the 
relation  of  the  state  attorney-general.  The 
court  sustained  the  company,  holding  that 
it  had  the  right  to  pay  its  stockholders  a 
$400,000  stock  dividend  out  of  the  surplus, 
thus  raising  the  capital  from  $100,000  to 
$500,000. 

James  G.  Bell  also  brought  suit  in  Ohio 
against  the  Union  Central  to  decide  on  the 
validity  of  this  big  special  dividend  to  the 
stockholders. 

The  Bell  suit  was  won  by  defendant  in 
the  lower  court  but  this  decision  was  re- 
versed by  the  circuit  court,  and  the  latter 
decision,  adverse  to  the  company,  was 
reaffirmed  by  the  state  supreme  court. 


February  Embezzlements 

Press  notices  and  dispatches  as  collated 
by  the  bonding  department  of  the  Fidelity 
&  Casualty  Company  of  New  York  indicate 
for  the  month  of  February,  1915,  the  follow- 
ing defalcations: 
Banks  and  trust  companies  $  97,610.00 
Beneficial  associations  .    .    .      86,569.00 

Public  service 10,032.00 

General  business        ....    205,868.00 
Insurance  companies     .    .    .  129.00 

Court  and  trust  companies  .    118,130.00 
Transportation  companies   .  400.00 

Miscellaneous 226,652.00 


Total 


$745,990.00 


Civilization  has  been  truly  said  to  be  but 
the  thin  veneer  of  savagery. 


Covering  the   Pacific  West 
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Employers'   Liability   Assurance    Corpora- 
tion 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  shareholders 
of  the  Employers'  Liability  Corporation  it 
was  stated  that  three  of  the  directors,  forty- 
one  members  of  the  head  office  staff,  and 
twenty-one  members  of  the  branch  start', 
making  a  total  of  sixty-five  patriotic  gentle- 
men, are  all  serving  their  country  in  one 
capacity  or  another  with  the  army  or  the 
navy.  This  splendid  record  is  only  one 
more  example  of  the  way  in  which  insur- 
ance men  are  showing  their  "grit"  at  this 
juncture. 

Another  interesting  point  in  the  report  of 
the  shareholders'  gathering  was  the  state- 
ment that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
shareholders  to  increase  the  dividend  The 
dividend  is  declared  by  the  directors  and 
announced  to  the  shareholders,  and  they 
sanction  it.  If  they  choose  to  reduce  it  in 
amount,  they  are  at  liberty  to  do  so,  but 
they  cannot  increase  it,  certainly  without 
notice.  Apparently,  the  shareholders  in 
this  company  are  in  precisely  the  same 
position  as  members  of  parliament  as 
regards  the  spending  of  public  money,  for 
no  private  member  may  propose  an  amend- 
ment to  any  bill,  or  suggest  any  new  bill, 
which  involves  a  charge  upon  the  public 
funds.  In  the  case  of  the  Employers'  Lia- 
bility shareholders  it  does  seem  curious  that 
they  cannot  directly  deal  with  their  own 
funds,  but  only  indirectly  through  the 
board.  They  elect  the  board,  however. 
Whilst  the  method  of  control  seems  some- 
what roundabout,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  system  has  worked  remarkably  well  in 
the  past,  for  it  would  be  very  difficult  today 
to  find  an  office  whose  financial  arrange- 
ments are  on  a  better  footing  than  the 
Employers'  Liability  Corporation.  The 
arrangement  that  the  shai-eiiolders'  divi- 
dend should  absorb  the  interest  on  invest- 
ments and  that  all  trading  profits  should  be 
transferred  to  reserves  is  the  system  which 
many  offices  would  like  to  adopt,  but  which 
most  shareholders  consider  far  too  ideal,  if 
an  attempt  is  made  to  institute  same. — The 
Policyholder,  Manchester. 


Looking  for  a  Soft  Place 

The  Fraternal  Brotherhood,  a  Los  Angeles 
insurance  fraternal,  is  looking  for  a  soft 
place  to  fall.  Apparently  the  death  rate  is 
appalling  the  management.  There  is  a 
sound  of  sobbing.  The  order  will  probably 
merge  with  a  younger  society  with  a  low 
death  rate. 


The  American  Casualty    of   Tacoma    has 
reinsured  its  accident  and  health  business. 


Drop  of  Nearly  S  700,000  in  Surplus 

From  Dec.  31,  1913,  to  Sept.  30,  1914, 
the  surplus  of  the  American  Surety  fell  from 
$1,110,261  to  §4.55,323,  a  decrease  of  §654,937. 
This  is  one  of  the  findings  of  the  recent 
examination  by  the  New  York  state  depart- 
ment. 


Renewable  term  life  insurance  has 
received  a  bad  jolt  by  the  New  York  court 
of  appeals'  decision,  in  Hochstadter  v. 
^^tna  Life.  The  company  refused  to  pay  a 
suicide  claim  on  the  "renewed"  contract, 
because  the  suicide  was  within  one  year  of 
the  date  of  the  "renewal."  The  court  held 
that  the  continuation  of  the  old  insurance, 
though  without  medical  examination,  was  a 
new  contract. 


Still  the  Equitable  Life  doesn't  mutualize 
as  long  since  promised.     Why  not? 

The  Continental  Life  and  T.  of  Salt  Lake 
is  being  sued  by  John  Ryan  for  $5,000.  He 
is  beneficiary  of  a  $5,000  policy  on  the  life 
of  AV.  J.  Doyle  of  Xapa  co.,  Cal. 

Best's  Life  Insurance  News  of  3Iay  1 
contains  a  review  of  the  examination  of  the 
Western  Life  Indemnity  Co.,  an  Illinois 
assessment  company  which  has  taken  over 
some  seven  hat-passers.  The  president 
receives  $10,000  a  year  and  the  secretary 
$2,400,  and  the  agency  manager  $3,600  and 
a  bonus  of  1  percent  of  gross  premiums  and 
50  cts  per  capita  of  all  reinsured  fellows  who 
renew. 

Has  the  International  Life  treated  the 
reinsured  policyholders  of  the  California 
National  Life  as  it  did  the  reinsured  policy- 
holders of  the  Tennessee  Life? 
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Certain  Insurance  or  Possible  Purse? 
Bell-Clapper  Fell  on  Uninsured  Man 

We  are  brought  up  short  every  once  in  a 
while  with  a  realization  that  what  is  called 
life  is  itself  very  apt  to  become  lifeless  with- 
out a  moment's  warning.  Probably  each 
of  yon  know  of  some  sudden  and  unlooked- 
for  death  in  your  own  locality.  One  of  the 
saddei^t  receiitly  to  occur  was  that  of  the 
church  sexton  at  Okeene,  Oklahoma. 

This  man,  though  poor,  was  very  happy 
with  his  wife  and  four  small  children.  He 
had  been  solicited  by  a  good  friend,  the 
local  banker  in  his  home  town,  to  take  out 
insurance  but  felt  that  he  could  not  make 
his  deposits.  This  friend  oflfered  to  let  him 
pay  the  deposits  in  small  amounts  monthly 
so  as  to  make  it  real  easy  for  him.  The 
sexton  knew  his  family  would  be  still 
poorer  when  he  was  taken  away.  Still  he 
held  back. 

On  Sunday,  April  18th,  this  man  was 
attending  to  his  customary  duties  about  tlie 
church,  talking  cheerfully  to  the  children 
and  teachers.  Time  for  Sunday-school  had 
come,  and  the  sexton  started  to  ring  the 
last  bell,  when  the  heavy  iron  clapper  of 
the  bell  fell,  striking  him  on  the  head.  He 
lived  only  a  few  hours. 

He  had  no  life  insurance.  The  people  of 
the  town  generously  raised  a  purse  of  $500 
and  gave  it  to  the  widow. 

If  this  man  had  carried  insurance,  even  a 
small  amount,  his  widow  and  family  would 
not  now  be  objects  of  charity. 

Life  insurance  compels  respect  for  the 
insured  and  those  he  is  protecting,  since  a 
life  contract  is  virtually  a  cei'tificate  of  a 
bank  account. — The  Arnett  Annotations. 


Marshall  A.  Frank,  formerly  of  Balti- 
more, and  sometime  ago  the  controlling 
owner  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Casualty,  is 
organizing  a  surety  company  in  California, 
to  handle  business  which  he  controls.  Some 
years  ago  another  man  organized  a  company 
on  the  same  lines  in  San  Francisco  to  write 
a  single  policy.  This  company  lasted  about 
fifteen  minutes  after  the  insurance  depart- 
ment made  an  investigation. 


74,  26,  7 
John  H.  Nolan,  Chicago  general  agent  or 
the  like  for  the  Travelers,  walked  26  miles 
in  7  hours  on  his  74th  birthday  last  week. 
He  expects  to  beat  this  record  on  his  80th 
birthday.  Nolan  eats  no  meat  nor  fish,  nor 
shell  things  nor  mushrooms,  and  he  always 
sleeps  with  a  window  open.  Otherwise  he 
might  live  to  be  a  hundred. 


West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life  Insurance 
Company 

Thomas  L.  Miller,  president  of  the  West 
Coast  Life,  has  been  elected  president  of 
this  new  company.  Gordon  Thompson,  of 
the  San  Francisco  Life  has  been  elected 
secretary  of  the  new  company.  Other 
officers  are:  Francis  T.  Kiesling,  Julian 
Sonntag,  E.  D.  Roberts,  Victor  Etienne, 
Jr.,  I.  A.  Ewing,  vice  president;  B.  W. 
Ford,  treasurer  and  assistant,  secretary; 
George  W.  Beaudry,  actuary;  Dr.  W.  R. 
Chmes,  medical  director;  Dr.  M.  0.  Austin, 
assistant  medical  director. 


Disappearance  Mystery  Ends 

George  Walker,  which  isn't  his  name, 
disappeared  eight  years  ago  from  his  home 
in  a  northern  city.  He  had  taken  out  a 
policy  for  $4,000  in  the  Bankers  Life  of  Des 
Moines  in  1900.  Upon  leaving  home  he 
told  his  wife  and  children  they  might  never 
see  him  again.  They  kept  up  the  premium.s 
on  his  life  insurance  and  recently  asked 
payment  on  the  ground  that  he  was  legally 
dead  since  he  had  not  been  seen  or  heard 
from  for  over  seven  years.  E.  H.  Stearns, 
special  representative  of  the  Bankers  Life, 
was  not  sure  the  man  was  dead  and  started 
out  to  find  him.  With  no  clue  except  that 
of  his  occupation,  and  after  a  long  search, 
the  man  was  located  in  Alabama.  He  ad- 
mitted his  identity,  made  a  signed  state- 
ment that  he  was  alive,  and  requested  only 
that  his  whereabouts  be  kept  from  the 
knowledge  of  his  family. 


The  /Etna  Life  expends  the  limit  allowed 
by  the  New  York  law  for  "exploitation." 
It  will  write  less  term  business  hereafter. 

Why  doesn't  S.  Herbert  Wolfe  publish  to 
an  admiring  world  his  first  name  ? 
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FIRE    INSURANCE 


Law  Union  &  Rock 

The  Law  Union  &  Rock  of  London  had 
$1,230,000,  net  fire  premiums  in  1914,  with 
1585,000  losses  or  48  percent.  Premiums 
gained  $30,000.  The  company's  assets  now 
total  $48,698,185. 

The  Pacific  Coast  representative  is  H.  H. 
Smith,  who  has  offices  in  the  Insurance 
Exchange  building,  San  Francisco. 


That  Sacramento  Young   Hopeful 

The  Pacific  National  Fire  of  Sacramento 
paid  $250,000  for  promotion  expenses. 
Each  hundred  dollars  of  capital  and  surplus 
as  a  starter  cost  the  owner  $25  for  promo- 
tion expenses.  This  is  20  percent  of  the 
sum  paid  in.  It  is  a  long  ways  to  a  divi- 
dend equal  to  the  initial  cost.  This  com- 
pany was  first  mentioned  by  us  in  March, 
1911,  as  starting  in  Fresno.  Four  months 
ago  it  had  got  as  far  as  a  license.  Last 
month  it  announoed  itself  as  ready  to 
begin  business.  Already  there  have  been 
kilkenny  fights.  The  promoter  in  chief  and 
chief  prophet  is  G.  W.  Cartwright,  at  last 
occounts  the  president.  The  owner  is  the 
Pacific  States  Holding  Co.,  whose  stock  is 
held  by  various  money-to-burn  small  busi- 
ness men  and  farmers  of  the  towns  and 
valleys  of  the  state. 


Are  Union  Labor  Men's  Risks  Good  Ones? 

Before  the  United  States  commission  on 
industrial  relations  a  witness  testified  that 
at  the  time  of  the  railway  men's  strike  in 
1911  forty-two  percent  of  the  strikers 
owned  their  homes  or  were  buying  them. 
The  strike  cost  15  percent  of  these  their 
homes.  Of  the  whole  number,  91  percent 
moved  to  cheaper  quarters.  Twelve  per- 
cent had  to  sell  their  furniture.  The  aver- 
age period  of  idleness  caused  by  the  strike 
was  one  year. 

We  were  first  impressed  by  the  inferiority 
of  the  union  workman's  home  as  an  insur- 
ance risk  by  the  effects  of  the  street  car- 
men's strike  in  San  Francisco  a   few    years 


ago.  The  striking  carmen  had  to  give  up 
the  homes  they  had  began  paying  for  and 
lose  the  money  already  paid.  There  must 
have  been  temptation  to  sell  out  to  the 
insurers  when  the  failure  of  the  strike  was 
certain  and  weekly  benefits  ceased. 


The  Evolution  of  Fire  Insurance 

Men  now  active  in  fire  insurance  were 
passing  on  fire  risks  in  the  days  when  a 
policy  would  not  be  written  without  a 
warrantee  application  in  writing  signed  by 
the  applicant,  giving  the  location,  diagram, 
description,  occupancy,  cash  value,  character 
of  surroundings,  moral  hazard  and  such 
other  particulars  as  would  enable  the  man 
n  the  office  to  intelligently  pass  upon  the 
risk. 

This  old  time  method  placed  fire,  marine 
and  life  underwriting  in  the  same  class. 

The  marine  underwriter  has  a  complete 
record  of  the  ship,  the  captain,  the  proposed 
voyage,  the  dangers  of  the  season,  winds, 
tides  and  currents,  ports  of  call,  ports  of 
departure  and  destination;  the  invoice  cost 
of  the  property  insured,  from  which  to 
decide  the  amount  to  carry  and  to  fix  a 
proper  rate. 

Life  underwriters  are  protected  by  an 
application  and  a  physical  survey  made  by 
the  local  physician  and  signed  by  the  appli- 
cant, which  is  again  passed  on  by  the  head 
examining  physician  at  the  general  agency 
or  home  office,  on  which  approved  examina- 
tion the  policy  is  issued.  The  moral  hazard 
of  the  risk  is  guarded  by  the  love  of  life, 
making  the  chances  of  loss  on  account  of 
overinsurance  nil. 

In  the  evolution  of  fire  underwriting  in 
the  last  forty  years,  the  signed  application 
with  its  warrantees  and  information  is  dis- 
pensed with,  and  a  "daily  report"  contain- 
ing a  copy,  "printed  slip"  of  the  agreement 
is  usually  the  limit  of  the  information  fur- 
nished by  the  agent  to  the  company,  which 
in  a  measure  may  account  for  the  very  high 
and  increasing  cost  of  fire  insurance  to  the 
people. 
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Lax   California    Methods    Anti-Rebate    in 
Life  Insurance 

The  Difference  in  Life  Insurance  Explained,  and 
How  to  Buy  it  in  an  Honest  Way  and  Have  it 
Free  From  Fraud 

Shun  the  advice  of  the  average  banker, 
small  lawyer,  business  man,  or  any  mere 
tyro  who  meddles  in  it  and  knows  nothing 
about  the  business.  The  banker,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  advises  the  company  which 
carries  the  largest  free  deposit  in  his  bank, 
and  the  small  attorney  or  business  man 
usually  advises  any  company  from  whicli  he 
can  receive  a  dishonest  rake-off  from  the 
unscrupulous  agent's  legitimate  commis- 
sion. While  there  are  rarely  exceptions  to 
this  rule,  the  above  usually  do  not  know 
the  first  basal  principle  of  life  insurance,  or 
of  true  economy  in  life  insurance. 

Buy  your  insurance  of  a  good  agent  who 
has  made  insurance  a  life  study,  and  is 
authorized  by  his  company  and  is  legalized 
and  licensed  by  his  state.  The  laborer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire.  Make  the  agent  state 
his  proposition  as  to  economy,  thrift  and 
true  standing  of  his  company,  and  then 
prove  his  assertions.  Bankers  and  others 
should  be  satisfied  with  their  legitimate 
salaries  (the  best  of  them  are)  and  not 
molest  the  legitimate  earnings  of  an  edu- 
cated life  insurance  man.  Thus  you  are 
not  handed  a  gold  brick  on  which  to  lose 
money    for   twenty   years   or   a  life    time. 

Most  bankers,  professional  and  commer- 
cial houses  will  not  allow  their  help,  from 
the  heads  down,  to  pirate  the  legitimate 
earnings  of  a  life  insurance  man,  but 
demand  of  them  to  give  their  full  time  and 
attention  to  their  own  legitimate  business, 
and  the  ones  who  do  not  and  attend  to  their 
own  business  are  the  men  who  rise  in  their 
chosen  professions. 

All  look  forward  to  the  day  of  national 
supervision  of  this  greatest  of  all  industries, 
and  when  an  examination  and  a  diploma 
certifying  to  an  agent's  ability  will  be 
required  of  every  insurance  agent  in  every 
state  in  the  Union,  and  laws   and    punish- 


ment will  be  meted  out  for  illegal  practices, 
and  will  be  enforced  the  same  as  they  have 
been  in  the  state  of  New  York  since  the 
Armstrong  Insurance  Investigation  in  1906. 
Any  honest  life  insurance  officer,  state 
senator  or  assemblyman  can  make  his  name 
famous  and  climb  higher,  by  looking  up  and 
working  on  life  insurance  reform  in  Cali- 
fornia, as  there  is  no  state  in  the  Union 
where  its  morals  are  at  such  a  low  ebb. 

Hughes 

The  Hon.  Charles  E.  Hughes,  formerly  a 
New  York  City  lawyer,  by  his  honest  work 
became  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  today  is  serving  on  the  supreme  court 
bench  at  Washington. 

What  California  has  long  needed  has 
been  an  anti-rebate  law  to  save  the  people 
millions  of  dollars,  notwithstanding  the 
adverse  efforts  of  some  agents  and  com- 
panies to  prevent  it.  A  rate  book  and 
application  blank  in  the  hands  of  any  Tom, 
Dick  and  Harry  does  not  constitute  an 
experienced  agent  or  a  safe  guide  for  the 
people  to  the  best  and  most  economical 
insurance. 

Low  Down  Specimens 

The  truly  upright,  honest  banker  and 
any  professional  or  business  man  does  not 
recommend  one  company  above  another 
unless  he  actually  knows  about  the  busi- 
ness. In  most  cases  he  has  an  ax  to  grind, 
and  pursues  his  perfidious  work.  There  are 
certain  low-down  specimens  of  human 
depravity  in  the  insurance  business  who  are 
running  around  offering  their  hearts  and 
souls  for  helps,  hints,  recommends,  and 
anything  to  get  business  for  any  old  com- 
pany in  any  old  way. 

Gentlemen!  Let  us  be  men!  Let  us  put 
our  honest  business  upon  a  higher  level, 
one  equal  to  the  standard  of  the  state  of 
California  in  other  ways.  Rebating  is  a 
crime  in  many  states.  In  New  York,  if 
they  rebate  commissions,  make  payment  for 
tips,  and  booster  of  any  payment  whatever 
to  any  non-licensed  man,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, it  is  a  crime  for  the  agent,  the 
insured,  booster  and  all,  making  all   crimi- 
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nals  and  the  policy  which  is  a  contract  (as 
fraud  vitiates  a  contract)  not  worth  the 
paper  upon  which  it  is  written. 

Most  business  men  are  too  level  headed 
to  play  with  fire  (and  especially  the  busi- 
ness man  of  California)  or  touch  anything 
dangerous,  or  to  lay  themselves  open  to  the 
danger  of  being  hauled  before  the  grand 
jury,  or  to  expose  their  dear  ones  to  the 
peril  of  a  law  suit  instead  of  an  estate 
created  by  a  life  insurance  policy  after  their 
death.  No  man  will  sink  low  enough  to 
take  chances  of  depriving  his  widow  or 
children  of  what  should  be  rightfully  theirs. 
It  has  been  done.  And  there  is  still  a 
worse  peril.  Don't  leave  any  agent  a  rope 
with  which  to  hang  you.  There  are  many 
agents  serving  sentences  in  the  state  of  New 
York  for  this  particular  oflFense,  and  scores 
of  life  insurance  policies  have  been  cancelled. 
Gentlemen !  What  has  been  done  has  been 
done  in  California  and  must  stand.  But 
let  us  take  no  further  chances;  let  us  lift  the 
business  to  its  high,  rightful  standards 
which  will  enable  every  self-respecting  life 
insurance  man  to  make  an  adequate,  honest 
living,  something  which  only  a  small  percent 
of  them  have  been  doing  in  California  in  the 
past. 

The  Honest  Man 

An  upright,  honest  life  insurance  man 
stands  second  to  none  in  the  good  he  does 
for  humanity.  The  largest  percent  of  them 
are  a  more  careful,  patient,  painstaking  set 
of  gentlemen  than  you  could  find  in  most 
any  other  business.  Take  the  life  insurance 
man  in  the  New  England,  Middle,  Southern 
and  Western  states.  At  least  90  percent  of 
them  are  first  class  business  gentlemen  and 
would  feel  highly  insulted  to  have  a  client 
suggest  such  a  thing  as  a  rebate,  rake  of, 
payment  for  any  information,  or  tip  from 
his  legitimate  earnings;  and  the  average 
business  man  would  never  dream  of  suggest- 
ing or  accepting  such  a  dishonest  bribe. 
The  majority  of  California  insurance  men, 
and  the  professional  and  business  men,  are 
just  as  upright  and  honorable,  if  not  more 
so  than  their  Eastern  brothers ;  but  without 
a  law,  there  still  is  on  this  Coast  that  small 
minority  who  will  stoop  to  any  low-down 
practice,  and  suggest  to  clients  rebates,  pays 


for  suggestions,  payments  for  tips,  etc., 
thereby  degenerating  themselves  and  con- 
taminating a  would-be  self-respecting  client 
or  friend  who  would  freely  give  suggestions 
for  the  mere  asking.  Such  disreputable 
members  of  our  profession  are  the  ones 
who  usually  owe  their  general  agents  large 
balances,  and  cannot,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  pay  their  butcher,  grocer,  clothier, 
etc.,  honest  dues.  These  agents  are  always 
in  debt,  thereby  bring  discredit  upon  the 
business  and  make  it  hard  for  those  who 
are  upright,  who  will  not  stoop  to  dis- 
honesty. Such  men  must  be  led  into  paths 
of  rigliteousness  by  the  enactment  of  proper 
laws,  which  will  make  them  self-respecting 
and  self-sustaining. 

Certainly,  no  company  or  general  agent 
should  countenance  any  dishonest  practice 
of  this  kind;  but  for  the  security  of  all  con- 
cerned, legislatures  should  pass  anti- rebate 
laws. 

Any  state  senator,  or  assemblyman,  Mho 
will  take  the  trouble  to  inform  himself  upon 
life  insurance,  can  make  a  name  and  fame 
for  himself,  the  same  as  Lawyer  Charles  E. 
Hughes  did  during  the  Armstrong  Investi- 
gation in  New  York  state  in  1906.  Millions 
of  policyholders  were  benefited  thereby  and 
millions  of  dollars  were  saved  the  insuring 
public.  Companies  and  agents  were  taught 
the  honest  way;  reforms  were  instituted, 
dislionest  ofiicers  and  agents  lost  their  posi- 
tions, and  confidence  was  restored. 

Investigate!  Any  honest  life  insurance 
man  would  be  pleased  to  give  you  the  bene- 
fit of  his  experience. 

There  are  some  companies  and  agents  so 
crooked  and  corrupt  in  their  business 
methods  and  morals  that  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  ever  tell  the  truth  or  a  straight 
story.  That  is  one  reason  why  anti-rebate 
bills  fail  to  pass.  But  unless  all  signs  fail, 
there  is  something  in  the  air  and  there  will 
be  a  mighty  big  shaking  up  of  some  insur- 
ance companies  and  agents  upon  the  Pacific 
Coast  before  long,  an  upheaval  that  will 
leave  the  Armstrong  investigations  of  New  ' 
York  in  1906  far  in  the  shade. 

Some  legislator  will  climb  to  the  top  of 
his  study  and  exposure  of  life  insurance 
frauds. 
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That  business  men  of  supposed  sagacity 
should  lend  their  names  and  influence  to 
insurance  schemes,  which  in  the  end  must 
reflect  upon  them,  is  strange  indeed.  The 
first  and  greatest  reform  movement  will  be 
anti-rebate  laws  and  a  more  rigid  examina- 
tion of  all  insurance  methods  in  the  Pacific 
Coast  states. 

The  above  circular  letter  was  laid  on  the 
desk  of  every  California  legislator;  perhaps 
it  did  good  service;  let  us  hope  so. 


going  to  try  to  give  you  a  fine  thrashing." 
The  twelve  feet  start  proved  sutficient  for 
the  man  to  make  his  escape. 


Wanted  to  Swindle  a  Fraternal 

Stranger  Oflfer*  to  Divide  with  the  Undertaker 

Deputy  Coroner  Frank  Koepfli  (says  the 
Seattle  Times)  is  seeking  to  learn  the  ident- 
ity of  a  well-dressed,  middle-aged  man  who 
approached  him  with  a  proposition  to  bilk 
an  insurance  order  in  an  Eastern  city  by 
false  identification  of  cases  received  at  the 
morgue  where  the  bodies  are  not  claimed  by 
relatives  or  friends.  Koepfli,  after  chasing 
the  man  three  blocks  down  street,  returned 
to  police  headquarters  and  furnished  the 
detectives  a  description  of  him. 

The  stranger,  apparently  a  man  of  good 
social  position,  called  at  the  morgue,  intro- 
duced himself  to  Koepfli  as  a  man  desiring 
private  conversation  with  him  and  when 
they  had  retired  to  another  room,  the 
visitor  said: 

"You  have  lots  of  unidentified  bodies 
here,  do  you  not?" 

"Yes."  replied  Koepfli.  "Some  of  them 
never  are  identified." 

"Then  why  not  identify  one  and  make  a 
little  money  ? ' '  asked  the  stranger. 
"Be  more  explicit,"  urged  Koepfli. 
"Wfell,"  came  the  response.  "I  have 
been  paying  dues  into  an  Eastern  fraternal 
insurance  company  for  twenty-six  years 
now  and  it's  time  I  got  some  returns  for  it. 
Let's  you  and  I  identify  some  one  as  myself 
and  we'll  split  the  proceeds  fifty-fifty." 

At  this  juncture  Koepfli' s  temper  over- 
came his  discretion  and  he  seized  the  visitor 
by  the  collar,  saying: 

"The  police  station  is  300  feet  from  here. 
The  door  you  came  in  is  twelve  feet  away. 
I'll  give  you  that  much  start  and  then  I'm 


Frank  M.  Dallam,  who  has  figured  largely 
in  Republican  party  politics  of  Washington 
the  last  few  years,  serving  as  secretary  to  the 
two  last  Republican  governors,  has  been 
appointed  a  manager  of  the  Central  Life  of 
Des  Moines  by  the  company's  Northwest 
superintendent,  H.  R.  Fenstamaker.  Mr. 
Dallam  was  a  Spokane  newspaper  man  and 
with  his  father  founded  the  Oroville 
Gazette,  always  keeping  in  the  forefront  of 
Republican  party  pohtics.  Mr.  Dallam's 
acquaintance  is  state  wide  and  he  has  spent 
much  time  at  the  state  capital.  His  terri- 
tory will  be  the  counties  of  southwestern 
Washington,  the  oflice  opened  by  Mr.  Dal- 
lam being  a  new  one. 

The  Montana  Life  has  entered  the  state 
of  Washington,  and  a  tour  of  the  state  is  be- 
ing made  by  General  Manager  Harry  R. 
Cunningham,  formerly  insurance  commis- 
sioner of  Montana.  H.  W.  XewtoU;  of  the 
Gnernsey-Xewton  company  of  Spokane,  has 
been  appointed  general  agent  for  eastern 
Washington.  Mr.  Newton  is  one  of  the 
best  known  insurance  men  in  this  city.  He 
manages  a  large  general  agency  that  repre- 
sents leading  fire  insurance  companies  and 
the  Maryland  Casualty  company. 

R.  M.  Malpas,  agency  manager  of  the 
New  World  Life  Insurance  company,  has 
just  returned  from  an  extended  agency  trip 
through  the  central  West.  The  business  of 
the  New  World  is  increasing  each  month. 

The  Spokane  agency  of  the  Mutual  Life  of 
New  York,  of  which  W.  H.  Shields  is  man- 
ager, stood  fourth  among  the  company's 
agencies  in  proportion  of  allotment  secured 
during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year. 
A  number  of  strong  agents  have  been 
added  to  the  staft'  of  the  Spokane  agency  the 
last  year. 

G.  W.  Martindale,  a  well  known  edu- 
cator, who  represented  the  Central  Life  of 
Des  Moines  as  manager  of  the  Spokane 
office  for  several  years,  was  recently  elected 
secretary  of  tiie  First  National  Life  of  Pierre, 
S.  D.,  and  he  has  removed  to  that  city. 
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A    Warning    Against    Policy     Speculators 

We  would  again  call  the  attention  of 
policyholders  to  the  continued  efforts  of 
certain  cunning  and  unscrupulous  schemers, 
generally  posing  as  "bankers"  or  brokers, 
to  buy  deferred  dividend  policies  at  much 
less  than  their  true  value.  To  this  end 
policies  nearing  the  completion  of  their 
dividejid  periods  are  chosen,  and  the  in- 
sured is  asked  to  obtain  from  his  company 
a  statement  of  what  it  will  pay  in  cash  for 
the  surrender  of  the  policy,  well  knowing 
that  the  company  cannot  lawfully  pay  more 
than  the  reserve  until  the  end  of  the  divi- 
dend period.  That  is,  the  company  cannot 
legally  allow  anything  at  all  on  account  of 
the  deferred  dividend  soon  to  accrue.  The 
.speculator  at  once  offers  considerably  more 
than  the  company  can  lawfully  pay  at  that 
tiaie,  but  a  good  deal  less  than  the  com- 
bined cash  value  and  probable  dividend 
which  the  company  will  be  able  to  pay  at 
the  end  of  the  distribution  period. 

If  the  schemer's  proposition  is  accepted 
and  the  insured  lives  until  the  end  of  the 
distribution  period — a  year,  or  perhaps  three 
or  four  years  later — the  purchaser  will  then 
surrender  the  policy  and  reap  a  tremendous 
profit  on  his  investment.  If  the  policy- 
holder dies  before  the  end  of  the  period  the 
purchaser  will  receive  the  full  face  amount 
of  the  insurance,  which  should  have  gone 
to  the  family  of  the  insured,  and  will  there- 
by realize  a  much  larger  profit  than  in  the 
first  case.  If  the  insured  is  in  failing 
health — likely  soon  to  die — at  the  end  of 
the  dividend  period,  the  purchaser  will 
draw  only  the  dividend  in  dash  'and  a  little 
later,  on  the  death  of  tiie  insured,  wilt 
receive  the  face  amount  of  the  insurance 
also,  all  of  which  should  have  gone  to  the 
family  of  the  insured.  Policyholders  who 
may  receive  seductive  offers  of  this  kind, 
are  urged  to  consult  the  company,  and  have 
the  benefit  of  its  disinterested  but  expert 
advice.  If  in  dire  need  of  money  at  the 
time,  or  if  unable  to  continue  payment  of 
premiums,  the  company  will  lend  the 
policyholder  a  large  part  of  the  amount  for 
which  he  could  sell  his  policy  to  the  specu- 
lator. This  will  meet  present  needs  and 
enable  him  to  maintain  his  policy    in   force 


until  the  end  of  the  dividend  period,  when 
he  will  receive  for  himself  the  accruing 
dividend  and,  if  need  be,  the  surrender 
value  of  the  policy — the  latter  less  the  out- 
standing loan.  —  Mutual  Interests. 


In  Gans  v.  -Etna  Life  Ins.  Co.  the  court 
of  appeals  of  Xew  York  recently  held  that 
where  defendant  company  issued  to  plain- 
tiff's decedent  in  1907  a  term  policy  insur- 
ing the  decedent  for  five  years  and  no 
longer,  except  that  upon  any  anniversary 
of  its  date  it  might  be  exchanged  without 
medical  re-examination  for  a  new  policy 
upon  any  plan  then  in  use  by  the  company, 
and  where  the  decedent,  at  the  end  of  five 
years,  exercised  such  option  and  took  out  a 
new  policy,  dated  April  5,  1912,  providing 
that,  if  the  insured  should  commit  suicide 
in  one  year  from  the  date  thereof,  while 
sane  or  insane,  the  policy  should  be  void, 
and  that  the  policy  and  the  application  for 
it  should  constitute  the  entire  contract 
between  the  parties,  the  application  for 
such  second  policy  having  applied  for  "a 
new  contract  or  policy"  specifying  the  kind 
desired,  the  second  policy  was  an  inde 
pendent  contract,  to  be  construed  solely  in 
view  of  its  own  provisions,  so  that  the  two 
policies  did  not  form  a  single  contract,  made 
April  5,  1907,  under  which  the  suicide 
clause  was  inoperative  at  the  time  of  the 
insured's  suicide  on  December  20,  1912, 
because  not  within  one  year  of  April  5,  1907. 


The  Western  Union  Life  of  Spokane  has 
entered  the  state  of  Wyoming  and  thus 
added  a  fifth  state  to  its  field  of  operations. 
General  Manager  W.  'SI.  ilcConnell  re- 
cently returned  from  an  extended  trip 
through  the  state  appointing  agents.  The 
business  for  the  first  quarter  of  lOlo  indi- 
cates that  this  will  be  a  banner  year  for  the 
Western  Union. 


H.  H.  ^IcLane,  a  well  known  Spokane 
business  man,  has  taken  over  the  agency  of 
the  Provident  Life  &  Trust  company,  and 
will  have  offices  in  the  Paulsen  building. 
Mr.  McLane  succeeds  A.  T.  Anderson,  who 
on  becoming  county  auditor  resigned  the 
Provident  Life  agency. 
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Northern  Life  Insurance  Co.  New  Home  Office  Building  at  Seattle 


The  new  home  office  building  of  tlie 
Northern  Life  Insurance  Co.,  at  the  south- 
east corner  of  Fourth  avenue  and  Seneca 
street  will  when  completed  be  among  the 
most  attractive  structures  in  Seattle,  Tlie 
building  will  be  of  pressed  brick  and  terra 
cotta,  two  stories  high,  with  a  mezzanine 
floor  and  a  basement.  As  the  "graph" 
herewith  shows,  the  building  will  be  of  the 
solid  financial  institution  type,  appropriate 
to  a  growing  and  conservative  life  insurance 
company. 

The  Northern  Life  made  a  substantial 
gain  in  assets  and  in  insurance  in  force,  and 
increased  its  surplus.  For  several  years  it 
has  been  increasing  its  surplus.  The  com- 
pany is  now  increasing  its  capital  to  $150,- 
000,  which  will  enable  it  to  enter  additional 
states  should  it  choose  to  do  so. 

The  Northern  Life,  though  a  young  com- 
pany, now  has  $10,000,000  of  insurance  in 
force. 

The  president  of  the  company  is  H.  C. 
Henry,  a  well  known  Seattle  capitalist. 
Tlie  second  vice  president  and  actuary  is 


T.  M.  Morgan.  The  general  manager  is 
D.  B.  Morgan.  The  secretary  is  Arthur  P. 
John.son.  The  Morgans  were  at  one  time 
in  business  in  San  Francisco.  The  directors 
are  men  of  atfairs,  and  all  the  personnel  and 
the  finances  and  the  practices  of  this  com- 
pany may  be  cited  in  evidence  of  its  general 
worth  and  future  prospects  as  a  permanent 
and  worthy  institution. 


The  .Etna  Life  had  big  increases  in  death 
claims  and  surrendered  policies  last  year 
with  only  a  small  increase  in  premiums. 
Writing  $64,000,000  new  business,  the  in.«ur- 
ance  in  force  gained  only  $5,000,000.  This 
may  explain  the  ^Etna  Life's  high  percent- 
age payment  for  new  business. 


The  Life  Insurance  Policyholders  Pocket 
Index  for  1915  is  the  "very  best"  thing  of 
the  kind  published  anywhere.  Published 
by  The  Spectator  Co.,  New  York  and 
Chicago.  Price  25  cts.  Every  life  man 
should  demand  a  copy. 
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INSURANCE    OF   ALL   KINDS 


Widow    Successfully    Sues    Reliance    Life       In  England  American  Company  Criticised 


Claim  Fought  in  Spite  of    the   Incontestable   Clause 

In  Mae  Dibble  v.  Reliance  Life  tlie 
supreme  court  of  California,  last  week, 
decided  that  defendant's  incontestable  after 
one  year  clause  in  its  policy  prevented  it 
from  setting  up  fraud,  the  year  having 
expired. 

In  1912  Mrs.  Diblile  sued  on  a  $5,000 
policy  on  the  life  of  Robert  Dibble,  her 
husband.  The  insurer,  the  Reliance  Life, 
answered  by  denying  that  the  plaintiff  had 
performed  all  the  conditions  in  the  policy, 
and  further  alleged  that  Dibble  had  com- 
mitted fraud  by  his  answers  to  questions  in 
the  application. 

Plaintiff  demurred  to  both  defenses  in  her 
answer,  and  the  demurrer  was  sustained 
without  leave  to  amend. 

The  defendant  appealed  to  the  supreme 
court,  which  transferred  the  case  to  the 
third  appellant  district  for  decision.  The 
judges  were  unable  to  agree,  two  of  them 
holding  that  there  could  be  no  incontestable 
clause  under  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1668,  and 
that  defendant  could  set  up  fraud  as  a 
defense.  Case  transferred  back  to  the 
supreme  court,  which  ruled  that  the  iucon- 
testable  clause  prevented  the  company  from 
setting  up  fraud. 


Preserve  Neutrality 

Americans,  natural  and  hyphenated,  need 
to  be  reminded  anew  that  this  country  is 
neutral — or  was  one  minute  ago.  What- 
ever as  individuals  we  may  think,  and  say 
in  confidence,  of  the  war  issues,  in  public 
we  should  preserve  an  attitude  of  modera- 
tion and  express  hopes  of  a  speedy  con- 
clusion of  tiie  war.  Anything  in  the  nature 
of  a  boycott  of  insurance  companies  should 
be  severely  condemned,  for  these  companies 
from  fighting  lands  are  needed  and  will  be 
needed,  and  as  they  are  generally  repre- 
sented and  served  by  Americans,  to  Ijoycott 
them  would  be  to  boycott  our  fellow-citizens. 
"Let  us  have  peace." 


New  York  Company  Roasted 

An  English  exchange  asks  "Is  the  New 
York  Life  helping  Germany  ?"  The  wire- 
less from  Berlin  enumerates  as  subscribers 
to  the  new  war  loan  "the  New  York  Life 
Ins.  Co.  2,000,000  marks."  The  Policy- 
holder says : 

"If  the  company  cannot  deny  the  state- 
ment, it  is  just  as  well  that  the  incident 
should  be  noted.  Britishers  have  not  much 
use  at  this  juncture  for  a  company  that  is 
helping  the  enemy,  and  whilst  the  British 
branch  of  the  New  York  Life  is  not  the 
active  institution  that  it  was  a  few  years 
back,  the  premiums  collected  over  here  still 
amount  to  £.319,500  per  annum,  and  it  is 
not  pleasant  to  think  that  directly  or  indi- 
rectly any  of  this  money  should  be  going  to 
provide  munitions  of  war  for  the  destruction 
of  British  soldiers  and  British  interests." 

Another  British  paper  indignantly  asks: 
"Has  the  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.  also  sub- 
scribed to  the  British  war  loan  ?  If  so,  why 
does  it  not  publish  the  fact  of  such  sub- 
scription ?" 

Why  doesn't  the  New  York  Life  subscribe 
to  the  British  war  loan,  as  customary,  and 
publish  the  fact  ? 


The  Provident  Life  &  Trust  Co.  spend  116 
percent  of  the  margins  allowed  by  sec.  97 
of  this  New  York  law.  This  Philadelphia 
company  seems  to  have  that  habit  of  ignor- 
ing the  law.  It  never  reports  dividends 
paid  stockholders.  Because  they  are  so 
high? 


The  Bankers  Life  issues  the  "San  Fran- 
cisco Flyer,"  which  is  a  weekly  card  larger 
than  this  page,  "devoted  to  the  real  hustlers 
bound  for  the  big  show  at  San  Francisco." 
There  are  now  25  leaders.  W.  H.  Ryan's 
leadership  starts  the  machine  i)oet,  who 
grinds  out  "When  the  Irish  get  started 
they  never  tarry,  no  matter  how  far  'tis  to 
Tipperary." 
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ONE    THING    AND    ANOTHER 


Out  at  the  fair  there  is  one  fire  hazard 
not  guarded  against.  I  refer  to  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  hot  air  discharged  at  every 
dedication.  If  it  should  ignite,  where,  oh 
where,  would  be  that  affair,  tlie  P.  P.  fair? 
»  «         * 

Truth  and  happiness  never  grow  less   by 

sharing. 

*  *         * 

Emei'son,  some  where,  says  a  crook  in 
the  back  is  a  crook  in  the  spirit.  Not 
literally,  but  figuratively.  Not  referring  to 
the  hunchback  but  to  liim  whose  stooping, 
cringing  body  is  an  expression  of  the  inner 
self,  I  fancy.  But  truly,  the  human  form 
is  some  faithful  interpretation  of  the  human 
spirit.  It  is  a  crystalization  of  all  forebears 
more  than  a  product  of  living  conditions. 
But  bravery  and  generosity  make  an  up- 
standing man.  Cowardice  and  meanness 
and  miserliness  show  their  signs  in  face  and 

figure. 

*  *         * 

The  voice  proclaims  the  man.  It  can 
never  be  disguised.  The  pinched,  squeaky 
voice,  as  of  the  miser,  the  coward,  and  the 
very  sick,  announce  the  texture  of  the  soul 
or  the  condition  of  the  body.  As  a  rule, 
beware  of  the  man  w'ith  the  pinched, 
.squeaky  voice.  Barring  the  results  of 
accident,  he  is  of  mean  spirit,  ungenerous, 
unsympathetic.  He  is  a  "tightwad."  His 
views  of  life  are  narrow;  he  crawls  in  a  rut; 
his  heart  is  shriveled;  his  cold  lungs  purify 

no  red  blood. 

*  *         * 

An  official  may  be  on  a  western  trip  if  he 
goes  ten  miles  west  of  Boston;  but  if  he  is 
on  a  Western  trip   he  must  cross  the  Alle- 

ghenies. 

*  *         * 

I  have  noticed  that  as  a  rule  men  who 
can't  talk  are  men  who  can  do.  General 
Grant  was  no  talker. 


His  face  was  his  fortune,  and  he  was  sure 
he  needed  no  life  insurance. 

*  *         * 
California's   insurance    commissioner     is 

crying  Wolfe  once  too  often,  I'm  a  thinking. 

*  *         * 

The  Pacific  Mutual  News  of  May  1  prints 
an  entertaining  article  on  "How  San  Fran- 
cisco Came  To  Be,"  by  Forbes  Lindsay. 
W.  A.  Richardson,  an  Englishman,  was 
the  first  settler  of  Yerba  Buena,  now  St. 
Francis  town.  Jacob  Leese  came  up  from 
Los  Angeles  a  year  later,  in  1836.  There  were 
then  two  citizens.  Both  built  wooden 
buildings  on  Dupont  street,  now  Grant 
avenue     in   Chinatown.      The  illustrations 

are  good. 

*  *         * 

We  read  that  the  famous  Vigilance  com- 
mittee was  primarily  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  property  exposed  in 
the  streets  at  the  time  of  a  fire. 

*  *         * 

The  News  last  page  gives  101  thumb 
photos  of  men  of  mark  connected  with  the 
early  history  of  San  Francisco.  We  note 
Mark  Twain  and  Bret  Hart,  journalists; 
Leland  Stanford,  the  first  president  of  the 
Pacific  Mutual  Life;  W.  C  Ralston,  the 
millionaire  banker  who  built  the  Palace 
hotel  and  made  the  fortunes  of  the  friends 
who  deserted  him,  and  who  left  his  family 
only  his  life  insurance;  A.  J.  Bryant,  presi- 
dent of  the  State  Investment;  Wm.  Lane 
Booker,  who  represented   British  insurers. 

*  *         * 

For  a  whole  week  I  have  not  seen  John 
Hays    Hammond's   name   in    print.      This 

won't  do,  John. 

*  «         * 

Not  the  world's  peace  but  the  winning 
warring  nations'  piece — that's  what  they're 
fighting  for. 


Laughing  John  Bunny  left  only  $8,000  to 
his  widow,  although  he  had  been  receiving 
a  tremendously  large  salary  as  "movie" 
actor,  it  is  said — as  much  as  $50,000  a  year. 


Argument  for  War 

He  that  cuts  off'  20  years  of  life  cuts  off  so 
many  years  of  fearing  death. — William  the 
Great. 


204 


Coast  Review  Extra 


Arizona  Fire  Business 

Reported  to  The  Coast 
Written 

.^tna $1,151,248 

Aaclien  &  Munich     .  .      166.300 

Agricultural 919.502 

Alliance 105.405 

American-Central  .    .   .       410,807 

Arizona 1.466.605 

Atlas  Assur 841.618 

British  America   ....    1.631,046 

California 651.156 

Caledonian 394,380 

Citizens 91,785 

Colonial  Fire  Underw.  243.060 
Com'l  Union  Assur.  .   .    1,310.582 

Concordia 34.742 

Connecticut  ......       642.390 

Delaware  Underw.     .   .       137,278 

Detroit  F.  &  M 28.392 

Firemen's.  N.  J 308,825 

Fire  Association  .  .  .  478.598 
Fidelity-Phenix  ....  499,48:5 
Fireman's  Fund      .   .   .    1,444,120 

Franklin 3-57,879 

Germania 395.562 

Germ.-American,  K.  V.  1,286,044 
Germ.  Alliance  Ins.  A'n  48..336 
Globe  &  Rutgers  .  .  .  .  1.002.809 
Globe  Underwriters  .   .        48.250 

Hartford  Fire 1.558,166 

Hamburg-Bremen  .  .  .  50,366 
Home  Fire,  Utah    .   .   .        17,500 

Home,  N.  Y 2,457,056 

Imperial  Assur 57,442 

Ins.  Co.  of  North  Amer.  4.58,182 
Liv.  &  Lon.&  Globe  .  .  1.U6.5.50 
Liv.&  Lon.it  Globe. N.Y.  14.750 
London  &  Lancashire  .      079.147 

London  .\ssur 640,530 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .  182.375 
MichiganF.  ct  M.  .   .   .       191.941 

National 1,895.700 

N.Y.  Underwriters  .  .  435,942 
New  Zealand    .....      705,272 

Newark 231.580 

Niagara  Fire 469,209 

Niagara-Detroit  Und.  .       115,380 

Northern  Assur 383,305 

Northwestern  Nafl  .  .  183,489 
North  British  &  Merc.  .  1,140,090 
Norwich  Union    ....      522,666 

Orient 320,829 

Palatine 375,950 

Pennsylvania  Fire     .   .      369.265 

Phoenix  Assur 639.630 

Philadelphia  Underw.        292.181 


in  1914 

Review 

Prems.     Losses  Inc 

$26,183 

$16,196 

3,9.59 

4.892 

11.321 

4.675 

5.077 

2.298 

11.933 

9,937 

33.904 

19.497 

18,314 

10,744 

3.206 

27 

13,397 

4.696 

8,924 

6.291 

2.150 

123 

5.218 

4.620 

21.343 

12,087 

910 

14.789 

12,782 

4,212 

1-56 

495 

173 

7.785 

8.696 

10,5.55 

9,022 

12,132 

8,863 

36,600 

18,164 

3.219 

444 

9,897 

7,772 

15,798 

7,404 

866 

559 

14,049 

2,900 

757 

38..5:i8 

17.681 

1.040 

62 

425 

5 

48.907 

35.690 

1.399 

481 

11,833 

6.268 

20,133 

15.413 

268 

5 

10,711 

3.225 

13,516 

11,7S3 

4.7:35 

2.600 

4,067 

1,479 

22,453 

10,963. 

11,068 

903 

18,469 

16.518 

7,:546 

4,475 

11,-525 

14,745 

2,437 

2,368 

9.015 

5,032 

5,0:37 

5,055 

14.687 

7.892 

14.273 

21,234 

0,416 

1.374 

9,.s77 

1,017 

9,0ls 

7.406 

15.183 

8.461 

0.3U1 

1.609 

Phoenix  of  Hartford    .  438.109  10.175  2.592 

Prov.-Wash 151.496  3.431  650 

Queen 955,314  22.860  6.942 

Royal 1,615.684  40.1-50  16.478 

Secuiity 2.36.372  4,961  6.308 

St.  Paul  F.  A  M 418.865  12,496  9,025 

.Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  338,373  7,702  12.436 

.Springfield 1,242,823  36.-555  15,665 

Standard 43,954  875  .   .   . 

Sun,  London 823.652  18.860  6,213 

Svea 273,686  6,744  3.231 

Union  Assur 418,781  8,688  8.100 

Western  Assurance    .   .  256,831  3,161  1.151 

Westchester 286,368  7,539  3.595 

Loss  ratio,  58.5  percent. 

Manager  W.  Irving  returned  from  the 
East  today  and  then  went  to  Los  Angeles  to 
meet  U.  S.  Manager  Beresford  of  the  Phoe- 
nix Assurance,  who  is  making  his  first  visit 
to  this  Coast.  Together  they  motor  into 
the  Yosemite  Valley. 

Among  the  death  claims  recently  paid  by 
the  Mutual  Life  of  Xew  York  are  these: 
Tnscon,  Ar.,  Edw.  H.  White,  $5,022;  San 
Francisco,  Julius  Ach,  $15,134;  Los 
Angeles,  Ben  B.  Mayer,  $6,014;  San  Diego, 
Douglas  Halliday,  $5,000;  Fresno,  Lucien 
S.  Franscini,  810,092;  Detroit,  Mich.,  Leo- 
pold Freud,  $102,355;  Portland,  Henry 
Hewett,  fire  ins.  agt.,  $23,583;  Oscar 
Rittenberg,  $12,039;  Walter  B.  Moore, 
$5,000. 

W.  T.  Woods,  president  of  the  Lloyds 
Plate  Glass  (represented  by  Christensen  & 
Goodwin)  is  in  San  Francisco.  Mrs.  Woods 
accompanies  him. 

The  Hartford  Agent  for  April  contains  a 
natural-as-life  full  page  portrait  of  Assist. 
General  Agent  Adam  Gilliland  who  has 
just  returned  from  a  panoramic  view  trip 
through  the  East.  His  40th  anniversary  of 
February  1,  1S75,  when  he  began  as  office 
boy  with  Manager  Flint,  and  the  Pacific 
department  premium  income  was  only 
160,000  as  against  $1,27S,000  in  1914.  As 
this  is  "Gilliland  Year,"  1915  will  do  some- 
thing handsome. 

The  great  "Met"  convention  will  have 
met  in  San  Francisco  on  July  1.  There 
will  be  a  hot  time  in  the  old  town. 
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Perhaps  a  200  Percent  Loss  Ratio 

The  Twin  City  Fire  is  new  and  with  only 
$131,600  net  surphis.  But  it  enters  Mon- 
tana and  shakes  the  plum  tree.  In  1913, 
$5,852  premiums;  in  1914,  $45,388.  Only 
eight  American  companies'  Montana  prem- 
iums exceed  it.  Companies  with  millions 
of  surplus  and  long  in  the  state  did  not 
near  equal  this  insignificant  company  in 
Montana  premiums.  The  28  percent  Twin 
City  loss  ratio  looks  well,  but  hold!  Very 
little  of  the  preminm  income  was  earned. 
The  actual  loss  ratio  appears  to  have  been 
nearer  200  percent. 


Marine  War  Risks 

Report  was  received  today  (^lay  21)  that 
more  than  a  million  dollars  worth  of  wheat 
and  barley,  which  recently  left  San  Fran- 
cisco in  six  sailing  ships  had  safely  reached 
destination  in  England.  The  vessels  were 
the  British  ships  Kinross!,  Falkirk,  Celtic- 
burn,  Port  Caledonia,  the  bark  Inverclyde, 
and  the  French  ship  Ernest  Legube.  The 
cargoes  carried  by  the  vessels  consisted  of 
402,000  centals  of  wheat  and  67,400  centals 
of  barley. 


Postmaster  Liable 

A  federal  court  jury  in  San  Francisco, 
May  10,  held  that  a  former  Visalia  post- 
master is  liable  for  $6,400  registered  money 
deposited  with  his  oflBce  and  without  record 
of  leaving  same  for  New  York.  The  gov- 
ernment sued  and  will  repay  the  surety 
company. 

Fraternal  Day 

Insurance  Week  in  San  Francisco  had 
not  its  last  day  when  the  fraternals  floated 
along  ^Market  st.  and  out  Van  Ness  av.  to 
the  roast  beef  sandwich  and  coffee  grounds. 
The  best  floats  drew  throngs  and  prizes. 
There  were  drills  and  picks  and  feathers 
and  cheers  but  no  jeers.  The  paraders 
were  good-looking,  numerous  and  cheer-full. 
Insurance  Congress  Commissioner  Hath- 
away, himself  an  "old  time"  manager,  was 
among  the  eloquent  speakers.  He  said: 
"Fraternity!        The   very    word     itself     is 


redolent  of  the  insurance  idea,  the  insurance 
spirit.  There  may  be  —  there  are — many 
classes  of  insurance;  many  methods  by 
which  men  are  taught  the  principles  of 
protection.  They  all  make  for  better  man- 
hood and  a  higher  sphere  of  citizenship; 
they  all  cement  a  little  more  lightly  the 
bonds  that  through  insurance  form  the 
greatest  brotherhood  of  man." 


Marine 

From  Sept.  2,  1914,  up  to  May  1,  1915, 
the  Bureau  of  War  Risk  Insurance  at  Wash- 
ington wrote  1140  policies  for  $72,365,885 
and  $1,796,947  premiums.  The  known 
losses  are  $720,653.  The  Bureau  had  no 
insurance  on  the  torpedoed  Gulflight. 

The  torpedoed  English  liner  Lusitania 
was  fully  insured. 


Still  Unsettled 

The  case  of  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Fire 
against  the  California  insurance  department 
is  still  unsettled.  The  point  at  issue  has 
not  been  passed  on  judicially,  but  the  federal 
district  court  in  San  Francisco  refused  to 
grant  the  association  a  temporary  restrain- 
ing order  against  the  department.  It  is 
within  the  authority  of  the  commissioner  to 
refuse  to  renew  the  license  of  any  company 
but  his  action  must  have  the  approval  of  the 
state  attorney  -  general.  In  this  case  the 
legal  points  involved  are  still  under  con- 
sideration by  the  attorney-general.  For  this 
reason  the  federal  court  held  that  the  man- 
damus suit  brought  by  the  association  was 
premature.  Should  the  attorney-general 
decide  against  the  commissioner  then  his 
action  was  premature  and  therefore  justifi- 
cation for  a  suit  for  damages.  The  court 
continued  the  case,  with  a  warning  to  the 
insurance  commissioner  against  further 
delay.  "This  company  has  rights,"  said 
the  court,  scoring  both  the  commissioner 
and  his  lawyer  clerk,  both  of  whom  spent 
an  unpleasant  half  hour  on  the  witness 
stand. 

Why  are  insurance  companies  singled 
out  for  legislative  annoyance? 
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Hawaii  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Reported  to  the  Coast  Review 

Written  Prems.     Los; 

.Etna I    557,233  $10,120 

Agricultural 72,778  1,494 

Alliance 197,060  3.228 

American  Central      .   .  259,726  4,428 

Atlas 862,240  15,249 

British  America  .   .   .  156.103  3.282 

California 743,468  14,718 

Caledonian 411,375  6,779 

Camden 46,200  1,217 

Citizens 101,325  2,026 

Colonial  Fire  Underw.  573,565  10,935 

Comm'l  Union  Assur.  .  611,691  13,831 

Com'l  Union.  N.  Y.    .   ..  54,745  768 

Connecticut 74,951  1,637 

Concordia 15.500  263 

Delaware  Underw.    .   .  46,450  670 

Detroit  F.  &  M 25,475  363 

Equitable  F.  &  M.  .   .   .  57,423  702 

Fire  Association    .   .   .  335,400  8,172 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    1,056,996  17,861 

German  Alliance  .   .   .  51,485  974 

German  American     .   .  667,288  11,458 

Globe  &  Rutgers  ....  466,839  10,826 

Hartford 792,849  14,011 

HomeofN.Y 778,525  9.773 

Imperial  Assur 30,683  494 

Ins.  Co.  North  America  493,250  10,881 

London*  Lancashire  .  866,908  1.5.054 

London  Assurance    .   .  675,937  17,0.57 

Mercantile  F.  A  M.    .   .  56,435  962 

Michigan  F.  &  M,  .   .   .  15,350  283 

Minnesota  Underw 14 

National  Union   ....  260.957  4,852 

National  Fire 473,659  10,700 

Newark 26,<>5S  678 

New  Zealand 538,980  11,638 

Niagara  Fire 584,754  9,741 

Niagara-Detroit  Under.      105,508  1,731 

North  British  &  Merc.  .  594,812  12,455 

Norwich  Union   ....  534,278  10.062 

Orient 222  017  3,741 

Old  Colony 5.000  40 

Palatine 336,233  5,747 

Philadelphia  Under.     .  147,600  3,199 

Phoenix  Assur 352,204  5,948 

Phoenix  of  Hartford    .  441,f>35  8,695 

Prov.-Wash 125,862  •j.178 

Queen 844,403  8,387 

Royal 1,021,717  20,458 
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St.  Paul  F.  &  M 338,434 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  339,251 

Springfield 514,s,30 

Svea 114,472 

Vulcan        120,141 

Western  Assur 86,850 

Westchester 13,399 

The  above  is  revised. 


5.578 

1,273 

6,4.58 

2,959 

10,883 

3,112 

2,169 

2,542 

865 

1,876 

2,306 
1361,042 

$51,766 

The  Coast  Review's  Pacific  Fire  Chart 

This  ruled  and  ruling  Fire  Chart,  the 
best  in  all  the  mart,  is  ready  now  and  full 
of  statistics  by  companies,  and  states  and 
departments.  None  other  like  it:  and  all 
like  it. 


10  Percent  Increase 

The  Coast  fire  premiums,  reported  to  the 
Coast  Review,  are  10  percent  more  than  in 
U)1,S.  Average  loss  ratio,  49.3.  Percentage 
to  earned  premiums,  about  51.  California 
gain  in  premiums,  only  $600,000,  $500,000 
in  San  Francisco.  Average  loss  ratio  out- 
side of  California,  60  percent;  average  ratio 
of  outside  Coast  losses  incurred  to  premiums 
earned,  62  percent.  If  this  experience 
keeps  up,  rates  must  be  advanced. 


Tupper  in  Town 

Wilbur  Tupper,  formerly  president  of  the 
Conservative  Life  of  Los  Angeles,  is  in  San 
Francisco.  He  purposes  to  again  engage  in 
some  business  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  but  will 
visit  the  fairs  and  take  a  rest  for  awhile. 


$150,000  Fire  in  Spokane 

Spokane,  Wash.,  May  18. — The  building 
and  stock  of  Powell,  Sanders  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale grocers,  burned  early  today.  The  loss 
is  estimated  in  excess  of  |I50,0U0.  The 
insurance  is  |135,000. 


Capt.  R.  G.  Brush  of  the  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  is  enjoying  his  long  vaca- 
ion  very  much. 


General  Manager  S.  J.  Pipkin  of  the 
Atlas,  who  has  visited  this  Coast  several 
times,  met  with  a  very  sad  bereavement  last 
month,  his  only  .son  dying  from  the  efiects 
of  a  shell  wound  received  near  Neuve 
Chapelle,  France. 


We  Suppress  No  Insurance  News 
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Employers  Liability  Home  Office  Figures 

Gross  assets,  $13,291,175;  capital,  $1,000,- 
000;  premiums,  $9,660,885;  losses,  |5, 112,- 
410;  loss  ratio,  52.7. 


new  company  formed  by  the  merging  of  the 
West  Goast  and  the  San  Francisco  Life. 


Embezzlements  in  1914 

The  FideUty  &  Casualty's  statistics  of 
embezzlements,  collected  from  press  notes 
and  other  available  sources,  covering  the 
year  1914,  show  about  $4,200,000  more  than 
1913.    The  figures  are  as  follows: 

1914  1913 

Banks  and  trust  companies  .  $5,079,362  $1,290,538 

Benefit  associations 276,057  150.131 

Public  service 555,571  853,646 

General  business 1,055,091  619,793 

Insurance  companies  ....       112,386  183,653 

Court  trusts 134,555  39,704 

Transportation  companies     .      498,869  194,597 

Miscellaneous 263,192  3Sl,r,90 

Totals $7,975,083  $3,713,857 


Why? 

Why  should  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  an  old  man? 

Why  do  cocks  crow  at  4  a.  m.? 

Why  does  a  man  a  failure  at  all  else 
succeed  in  insurance? 

Why  doesn't  the  California  state  insur- 
ance commissioner  make  the  Provident 
Life  and  Trust  fill  out  the  state  blank  and 
report  dividends  paid  stockholders? 

Why  does  an  old  autocar  look  like  war? 

Why  does  the  California  state  insurance 
commissioner  send  clear  to  New  York  for 
an  "expert"  examiner  when  there  are 
more  expert  and  less  pert  examiners  on  this 
Coast? 


Official   Praise    for    the    West    Coast   Life 

Under  authority  of  the  chairman  of  the 
National  Convention  of  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners' examination  committee.  Commis- 
sioner James  has  completed  an  examination 
of  the  West  Coast  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  San  Francisco.  He  finds,  as  everybody 
expected,  that  the  affairs  of  the  company 
are  in  first  class  shape,  and  that  its  financial 
condition  is  excellent.  Commissioner  James 
praises  the  management  and  urges  policy- 
holders to  continue  their  insurance    in   the 


Answers 

F.  E.  B  — Willard  S.  Brown  &  Company 
write  U3  as  to  the  Northern's  experience  in 
the  San  Francisco  conflagration:  "We 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  have  but  one  policy 
in  interest,  a  policy  for  $2,500  for  the 
National  Biscuit  Co.,  on  their  selling  agency 
in  San  Franci.sco.  Upon  learning  that  this 
property  had  been  destroyed  and  that  the 
assured  had  a  value  equal  to  their  insurance 
we  forwarded  them  our  check  for  $2,500, 
and  subsequently  received  a  regular  proof 
of  loss.  The  Northern  did  not,  therefore, 
experience  any  test  of  its  conflagration 
resources  in  San  Francisco,  but  it  did 
receive  such  a  test  in  Baltimore  in  1904, 
where  we  paid  $198,980  without  quibble  or 
dispute  or  discount." 

W.  L.  B. — The  Prussian  National  and  the 
Netherlands  are  non-board  companies. 


Acknowledgments 

1915  Pocket  Register  of  Life  Associations. 
Stipulated  premium  assessment  and  fra- 
ternal. Compliments  of  the  Spectator  Co., 
New  York. 

From  the  Pauama-Pacific  International 
Exposition,  a  complete  list  of  all  the  con- 
gresses, conferences  and  conventions  to  be 
held  in  San  Francisco  during  the  Exposition 
period— Feb.  20  to  Dec.  4. 

Annual  report  of  the  Insurance  Dept.  of 
Montana,  state  auditor's  oflice. 

Post  Magazine  Almanac,  by  Post  Magazine 
and  Ins.  Monitor,  London. 

The  Accident  Insurance  Salesman,  pub- 
ished  by  the  Massachusetts  Bonding  and 
Insurance  Company. 

Abstract  of  Statements  of  Insurance  Com- 
panies in  Canada  for  1914. 


Uneasy  lies  the  head  that  wears  a  crown — 
especially  these  days.  But  easy  lie  the 
figures  of  the  life  agent  and  compiler. 


The  Plate  Glass  Association  of  California 
succeeds  that  "of  the  Pacific." 
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LOOKING    BACKWARD 


In    1868 

The  state  insurance  department  of  Cali- 
fornia was  established  by  the  legislature  of 
1867-8.  The  state  had  previously  taken 
official  cognizance  of  insurance  and  the 
companies  through  the  office  of  the  state 
controller.  The  first  insurance  commis- 
sioner was  Geo.  W.  Mowe. 

The   new  department   found  these    Cali- 
fornia companies: 
Builders, 
California, 

California  Live  Stock, 
Fireman's  Fund, 
German  Mutual, 
Home  Mutual, 
National, 
Occidental, 
Pacific, 
Peoples, 
San  Francisco, 

Union   F.    &   M.,    all  writing  fire     or 
marine.     Also, 

Merchants  Mutual  Marine. 
The    National    and    the    San     Francisco 
retired  immediately. 

There  were  two  California  life  companies : 
the  California  Mutual  Life,  which  soon 
afterward  reinsured  in  the  Republic  Life  of 
Chicago;  and  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life,  which 
is  now  one  of  the  leading  life  companies  of 
the  country,  with  some  33  millions  of  assets 
and  155  millions  of  insurance  in  force. 

The  Builders,  of  which  Thomas  Mooney 
was  president,  was  a  curiosity.  It  declined 
to  make  any  report  to  the  new  department. 
Commissioner  Mowe  demanded  a  statement 
and  forced  the  issue  in  court.  The  financial 
statement  was  found  to  be — 

Assets $  78,0n.27 

Liabilities 189,831.65 

Capital 53,150.00 

Losses  unpaid 17,500.00 

Reinsurance  liability     .    .    .    119,181.65 

Impairment 111,820.38 

For  the  year  ending  May  31,  1868,  the 
Builders  paid  $100,978  fire  losses  and  |26,999 
marine  losses.     The  impairment  not   being 


made  good,  the  attorney  -  general  ordered 
the  reinsurance  and  retirement  of  the  com- 
pany. The  fire  business  was  reinsured  in 
the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  and  the 
marine  business  in  the  Home  Mutual. 

The  capital  of  the  California  was  $200,000; 
of  the  Fireman's  Fund,  $500,000;  of  the 
Occidental,  $300,000;  of  the  Pacific,  $1,000,- 
000;  of  the  Peoples,  $100,000;  of  the  Union, 
$750,000. 

Companies  from  other  states  and  countries 
then  in  California  were: 
Fire  and  marine — 

Mtna, 

British  &  Foreign, 

Hamburg-Bremen, 

Home, 

Imperial  Fire,  N.  Y. , 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe, 

Manhattan  Fire, 

North  American  Fire  of  N.  Y., 

North  China, 

Northern  Assurance, 

North  British  &  Mercantile, 

Phenix  of  New  York, 

Phoenix  of  Hartford, 

Yang  Tze. 
Life— 

jEtna  Life, 

Brooklyn  Life, 

Charter  Oak, 

Connecticut  General, 

Connecticut  Mutual, 

Continental  Life, 

Equitable, 

Excelsior, 

Germania, 

Globe  Mutual, 

Great  Western, 

Mutual  Life, 

Guarantee  Mutual  Life, 

Home  Life, 

Knickerbocker, 

Manhattan  Life, 

Mutual  Life  of  N.  Y., 

Mutual  Benefit, 

New  England  Mutual, 

New  York, 
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North  America, 
Northwestern, 
Travelers, 
Universal, 
World  Miitnal, 
Washington, 

Widows  &  Orphans  Benefit. 
Casualty — 

U.  S.  Casualty  (not  present  co.) 

Mrs.  O'Leary's  cow  was  then  about  two 
years  old  and  ready  for  these  young  Cali- 
fornia companies  in  Chicago.  When  she 
kicked  over  the  lamp  she  kicked  the  Occi- 
dental, Pacific  and  Peoples  out  of  existence. 

Twenty  Years  Ago 

Chico,  California,  local  agents  organized 
the  Chico  Underwriters'  Union. 

L.  L.  Bromwell  was  appointed  manager 
or  the  Milwaukee  Mechanics. 

Those  present  at  the  annual  banquet  of 
the  Fire  Underwriters  Ai^sociation  were  as 
follows:  John  Andrew,  J.  H.  Ankele,  W.  H. 
Bagley,  Franklin  Bangs,  Philip  S.  Bates, 
Geo.  C.  Boardman,  Geo.  W.  Brooks,  Arthur 
M.  Brown,  R.  G.  Brush,  Edwin  H.  Bacon, 
E.  W.  Carpenter,  J.  W.  G.  Cofran,  J.  G. 
Conrad,  Homer  A.  Craig,  H.  Danker,  Clias. 
Dickman,  F.  J,  Devlin,  George  D.  Dornin, 
V.  Carus  Driffield,  A.  S.  Dugan,  Wm.  J. 
Duttoii,  L.  B.  Edwards,  F.  C.  Farnum,  J.  T. 
Fo^arty,  Wra.  H.  Friend,  Herbert  Folirer, 
W.  H.  Gibbous,  James  E.  Graham,  H.  M. 
Grant,  Geo.  F.  Grant,  Tom  C.  Grant,  A.  R. 
Grim,  A.  R.  Gunnison,  E.  F.  Gutschow, 
William  G.  Haitz,  E.  P.  Hanks,  M.  C. 
Harrison,  Rudolph  Herold,  Charles  B.  Hill, 
WiUiam  H.  Hill,  W.  B.  Hopkins,  F.  L. 
Hunter,  R.  D.  Hunter,  Franz  Jacoby,  N.  T. 
Jame-i,  F.  Kellam,  C.  Mason  Kinne,  L.  F. 
Lamping,  Wm.  Low  den,  Wm.  Macdonald, 
Wm.  Maris,  W.  A.  Mathews,  J.  D.  Max- 
well, J.  W.  McKowen,  Calvert  Meade,  R.  C. 
Medcraft,  Geo.  H.  Mendell,  Jr.,  G.  Mes- 
singer,  R.  W.  Osborn,  Chas.  T.  Parker,  J.  J 
Purcell,  Wm.  Reed.  R.  R.  Roper,  Guy  H" 
Salisbury,    L.    M.  Seaton,    B.   D.    Smalley, 

C.  W.   Smith,  Roderick  Smith,  Sidney  H. 
Smith,    D.  A.   Spencer,    Geo.  W.  Spencer, 

D.  J.  Staples,    R.  F.  Stewart,    Charles   R. 
Thompson,    Charles    F.    Towe,     Geo.    W. 


Turner,  Geo.  H.  Tyson,  I.  S.  Watson,  Rolla 
V.  Watt,  Louis  Weinmann,  John  Scott 
Wilson,  W.  C.  Woolley.  The  number  pres- 
ent was  84,  a  number  among  the  largest  of 
the  banquets  in  those  days.  The  number 
now-a-days  is  something  like  200  or  more. 
Of  those  present  at  the  banquet  twenty 
years  ago,  one-fourth  have  since  "crossed 
the  river." 

Charles  E.  Morgan  at  Portland  was  in 
trouble. 

S.  C.  Pardee  was  manager  for  the  Fidelity 
&  Casualty.  He  and  his  assistant,  Charles 
Watson,  had  trouble. 

The  San  Francisco  Life  Underwriters 
Association  was  organized,  with  Henry  K. 
Field,  president,  John  Landers,  vice  presi- 
dent, Clarence  M.  Smith,  secretary,  and 
Dr.  F.  A.  Archibald,  trea.surer.  The  execu- 
tive committee  was  composed  of  A.  G. 
Hawes,  George  H.  Ripley,  and  J.  M.  Kil- 
gariff. 

The  American  Protective  Accident  Benefit 
Association  was  organized  at  Redlands,  Cal. 
Among  the  directors  were  L.  C.  Judkins  of 
Oakland  and  H.  C.  Schertzer  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Tlie  Colima  steamship  sank  off  the  coast 
of  Mexico.  A  son  of  Charles  Cushing  was 
drowned. 

President  Bigelow  placed  the  St.  Paul 
agency  with  Maj.  Charles  Christensen. 

It  was  said  that  quite  a  number  of  man- 
agers had  not  kept  good  faith  in  the  late 
lamented  Pacific  Insurance  Union. 

The  Oregon  fire  loss  ratio  for  1894  was  71 
percent. 

The  average  fire  loss  ratio  for  Idaho  in 
1894  was  107  percent. 

The  fire  loss  ratio  for  Arizona  in  1894  was 
77  percent. 

There  were  21  non-board  companies  with 
over  one-fourth  the  total  Coast  premiums. 
There  was  a  war  of  rates.  The  total  of 
premiums  was  thirty  percent  of  the  total  for 
1914. 

The  Montana  agents  organized  the  Mon- 
tana State  Fire  Underwriters  Association. 
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Annual    Election    of  the     Board    of  Fire 
Underwriters  of  the  Pacific 


R.  W.  Osborn,  President,  and   R.  P.  Fabj, 
Vice  President 

In  accordance  with  a  new  rule  which 
limits  the  term  of  service  of  the  presiding 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters, 
new  officers  were  elected  at  t!ie  annual 
meeting  on  May  7.  Russell  W.  Osborn, 
manager  for  the  Pennsylvania  Fire  was 
elected  president  and  R.  P.  Fabj,  manager 
for  the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  was 
elected  vice  president. 

The  president  and  vice  president  are  in 
eligible  for  re-election  for  two  years. 

Secretary  Mohrliardt  and  Assistant  Sec- 
retary Man  waring  were  re-elected. 

The  Board  committees,  new  and  hold-over 
members,  are  as  follows: 

Executive  Committee 
R.  W.  Osborn,  ex-officio  Edwin  Parrish 

R.  P.  Fabj,  ex-officio  Clinton  Folger 

J.  F.  D.  Curtis  A.  T.  Bailey 

W.  O.  Wayman,  Chairman    G.  O.  Hoadley 

E.  T.  Niebling  W.  S.  Berdan 
W.  H.  Breeding  E.  G.  Snow 

F.  M.  Avery 

Rules  and  Rates 
E   T.  Niebling,  Chairman       W.  M.  Speyer 

F.  M.  Branch  C.  A.  Henry 
W.  Irving                                  Sam  3.  Stoy 
A.  T.  Bailey                              G.  W.  Dornin 
H.  W.  Fores 

Complaints  and  Appeals 

G.  O.  Hoadley,  Chairman       A.  W.  Thornton 
T.  H.  Palache  A.  C.  Olds 

W.  W.  Potter 

Sprinlder 
J.  F.  D.  Curtis,  Chairman      Dixwell  Hewitt 
Geo.  H.  Tyson  C.  C.  Kinney 

F.  J.  Devlin  J.  L.  Fuller 

H.  H.  Smith 

Licenses,   Taxation,   Long  Term  Rule 
R.  W.  Osborn,  Chairman       F.  S.  Penfield 
McKee  Sherard  R.  S.  Medcraft 

Chas.  Christensen  Louis  Weinmann 

Kenneth  Watson 


A  rson 

A.  T.  Bailey,  Chairman  W.   L.  W.  Miller 

A.  W.  Thornton  Burns  Macdonald 
H.  H.  Brown 

San  Francisco  Committee 

Clinton  Folger,  Chairman  J.  J.  Sheahan 

A.  M.  Brown  B.  Faymonville 

A.  J.  Chapman  Benj.  Goodwin 
J.  F.  Magee 

Protective  ifeastires 

Edwin  Parrish,  Chairman  Chas.  Christensen 

Barclay  Henley,  Jr.  Adam  Gilliland 

A.  C.  Olds 

Credit  Rule 

Edw.  Parrish,  Chairman  H.  P.  Blanchard 

John  T.  Fogarty  W.  M.  Speyer 
Cesar  Bertheau 

Mercantile   Schedule 

W.  H.  Breeding,  Chairman  Herbert  Folger 

F.  E.  Stone  Thos.  H.  Anderson 

Geo.  W.  Brooks  F.  B.  Kellam 

Arbitration  Committee 

F.  M.  Avery,  Chairman  J.  F.  D.  Curtis 

Edwin  Parrish  J.  C.   Johnston 
McClure  Kelly 

Statistics 

E.  T.  Niebling,  Chairman  W.  M.  Speyer 

Herbert  Folger  Adam  Gilliland 
Guy  Francis 

Committee  on  Laus 

B.  Faymonville,  Chairman  Geo.  H.  Tyson 
A.  W.  Thornton  W.  H.  Breeding 

C.  A.  Henry  Sam  B.  Stoy 

A.  M.  Brown  John  T.  Fogarty 

Committee  on  Fire  and   IVat^'r 

A.  W.  Thornton,  Chairman  W.  O.  Wayman 

C.  C.  Kinney  J.  F.  D.  Curtis 

W.  M.  Speyer  B.  Faymonville 

Chas.  Christensen  Cesar  Bertheau 


Arizona  Redeemed  Itself 

The  fire  loss  ratio  in  Arizona  of  the  Arid 
Zone  in  191-1,  with  iireinimns  about  $8o0,<  00, 
was  only  58  percent.  New  Mexico  should 
be  ashamed  of  itself. 


The   London  Lloyds  lost  $oO(),000  l>y  the 
torpedoing  of  the  passenger-ship  Lusitania. 
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Death  of  Andrew  Derby  Smith 

Our  older  readers  knew  A.  D.  Smith  when 
he  was  fire  insurance  man,  a  member  of  the 
general  agency  firm  of  Smith  &  Snow,  an 
employee  of  the  old  Pacific  Insurance  Union, 
and  as  the  first  deputy  insurance  commis- 
sioner of  California.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  state  insurance  depart- 
ment, in  1867.  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1863. 

On  May  10,  at  his  home  in  Oakland,  Mr. 
Smith  departed  this  life  aged  76. 

The  deceased  was  a  native  of  Portsmoutli, 
N.  H.  He  studied  law  in  Cincinnati,  in 
the  office  of  President  Lincoln's  first  secre- 
tary of  the  interior,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  For  a  time  he  was  clerk  of  the 
12th  district  court  of  California,  and  was 
later  United  States  commissioner. 

Manager  Harry  H.  Smith  of  the  Law 
Union  &  Rock  and  Union  Assurance  is  a 
son  of  the  late  A.  D.  Smith. 


Hostile   Legislation   Defeated 

Some  hard  work  was  necessary  to  defeat 
hostile  legislation  in  California  this  year. 
The  state  rate-making  bill,  similar  to  that 
presented  two  years  ago  by  the  same  insur- 
ance-baiter, had  the  support  of  a  number  of 
ill-advised  or  unwise  non-board  local  agents. 
It  was  necessary  for  the  home  offices  to  in- 
struct these  agents. 

There  were  board  agents  too  who  fancied 
that  their  interests  and  those  of  their  com- 
panies in  this  proposed  legislation  were  not 
the  same.  They  fancied  that  state  rate- 
making,  though  it  killed  all  profit  and 
reduced  incomes,  would  not  reduce  their 
incomes. 

Finally,  agents  generally,  including  those 
who  had  been  misled  by  the  California 
association  leaders,  joined  heartily  in 
opposition  to  the  several  hostile  bills 
and  contributed  largely  to  their  defeat. 
But  it  may  be  worth  while  to  add  that  the 
association  as  an  organization  did  nothing 
to  defeat  the  objectionable  legislation.  This 
organization,  professing  to  represent  twenty 
times  as  many  locals  as  its  membership  and 
dominated  by  a  tenth  of  its  own  member 
ship,  really  represents  nobody  but  a  handful 


of  malcontents  in  southern  California. 

The  three  objectionable  bills  which  were 
defeated  were  essentially  anti-board  and 
were  therefore  unfriendly  to  all  local  agents, 
board  and  n on- board.  Without  a  central 
board  there  must  be  chaos;  with  state  rate- 
making  there  would  be  a  loss  of  profit,  a 
restriction  of  business  written,  and  tlie 
withdrawal  of  companies. 


The  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company 
and  Hartford  Accident  and  Indemnity 
Company  have  issued  jointly  in  one 
policy  a  complete  coverage  for  golfers, 
offering  protection  against  fire,  public  liabil- 
ity and  personal  accident  —  all  for  five  dol- 
lars. The  policy  covers:  loss  on  clubs,  balls 
and  equipment,  and  clothing,  wherever  the 
pi'operty  may  be  (except  insured's  dwelling), 
against  all  risks  and  perils  of  fire,  lightning, 
navigation  and  transportation  and  covers 
fire  and  lightning  while  in  dwelling,  club 
house,  hotel,  etc.  (except  insured's  dwelling 
and  places  of  public  amusement).  Also 
covers  all  loss  or  damage  by  fire  and  collision 
while  in  an  automobile  on  the  road  or  tem- 
porarily in  a  garage;  limit  §100.  Indemnity 
against  insured's  liability  for  damages  for 
bodily  injuries  caused  by  insured  as  a  result 
of  and  while  insured  is  playing;  limit 
.$•5,000:  personal  insurance  for  accidental 
bodily  injury  sustained  while  insured  is 
playing  or  a  spectator  of  a  game  of  golf. 
For  loss  of  life  or  loss  of  entire  sight  of 
both  eyes,  $5,000,  and  for  loss  of  entire 
sight  of  one  eye,  $2,000. 


In  G.  W.  P.  Co.  case  the  California  sup. 
court  upset  the  decision  of  the  ruling  of  the 
state  Indus,  acci.  com.  in  Mayfield  case.  It 
was  held  that  M.'s  death  was  the  result  of 
his  wilful  disregard  of  his  employing  com- 
pany's rules. 


The  steam  lumber  schooner  Claremont, 
May  23,  struck  the  submerged  end  of  stone 
jetty  while  entering  Coos  Bay  in  a  fog. 
Heavy  seas  pounded  the  ship  on  the  stone 
work  and  soon  made  the  wreck  complete. 
The  Claremont  was  of  774  net  tons. 


Has  California  another  Clunie? 
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—The  Colnnil)ia  Trust  may  write  its  share 
of  Utah  business. 

—If  your  company  doesn't  send  you  a  Coast 
Review  Fire  Chart  let  us  know  and  win  a 
prize  that  v\ill  surprize. 
— Tlie  new  officers  of  the  Franklin  Fire  are: 
Frederic  C.  Buswell  and  Clarence  A.  Lud- 
lum,  vice  presidents;  Charles  L.  Tyner, 
vice  president  and  secretary;  Wilfred 
Kurth,  secretary.     Other  officers  continue. 

— The  annual  conference  of  the  North 
American  department  managers  of  Liver- 
pool &  London  &  Globe  will  this  year  be 
held  for  the  first  time  in  San  Francisco. 
Managers  from  Montreal,  New  York,  New 
Orleans,  Chicago  and  San  Francisco  will  be 
present. 

— Insurance  exchanges  are  under  the  ban 
in  Ohio.  The  attorney-in-fact  is  subject  to 
penalties,  as  likewise  is  every  memlDer  of 
an  exchange.  x\ll  reciprocal  contracts  con- 
stitute insurance,  and  the  exchanges  are 
subject  to  the  surplus  line  5  percent  tax  if 
they  join  with  members  from  other  states. 

— Life. — The  Connecticut  department  ruling 
that  would  prevent  home  office  clerks  from 
soliciting  business  after  office  hours  was 
opposed  by  the  ^tna  Life  at  a  hearing 
before  the  insurance  commissioner.  The 
company's  counsel  argued  that  it  was  very 
important  that  young  men  should  have  this 
experience.  The  full  time  solicitors  objected 
to  the  granting  of  certificates  to  employees 
of  the  home  offices. 

— The  Union  Central  Life  must  again  defend 
its  conversion  of  surplus  into  capital  for  the 
stockholders.  The  California  insurance  de- 
partment brought  on  this  "conversion"  by 
ruling  that  the  capital  of  the  company  must 
be  increased  to  $200,000,  under  the  law  re- 
quiring that  amount  of  admitted  companies 
which  do  not  give  their  policyholders  a  share 
in  the  management.  The  .Etna  Life  like- 
wise, at  different  times,  converted  surplus 
into  capital  for  tlie  stockholders,  through 
the  medium  of  a  big  stock  dividend.  In 
the  Ohio  company  case  the  defendant  will 
probably  win  out. 


— The  proportion  of  uninsured  losses  in  San 
Francisco  is  far  less  now  than  before  the 
fire. 

—The  Bankers  International  of  Colorado  is 
being  examined.  N.  Y.  Wolfe  with  an  e 
seems  to  have  no  pull  with  the  Colorado 
department,  which  employs  home  talent. 

— Fraternal. — Judge  Waste  of  Oakland  de- 
cided last  week  that  fraternal  insurance 
societies  have  no  right  to  restrict  the 
beneficiaries  of  their  policies.  In  this  case 
the  widow  was  awarded  the  proceeds  of  the 
insurance,  as  against  the  claims  of  the 
children  of  the  deceased  by  a  former  wife. 
The  insured  had  changed  the  beneficiary. 

— The  new  state  law  comes  into  force  early 
in  August.  It  effects  123,000  machines. 
The  registration  part  of  the  law  will  be  in 
effect  next  January.  Taxes  or  fees  here- 
after will  be  determined  by  the  individual 
horse  power.  California  now  has  one  auto 
car  to  every  eighteen  inhabitants.  The  man 
who  doesn't  own  one  or  hasn't  owned  one  is 
"a  rare  bird." 

— The  Nebraska  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  has  increased  rates  about  one- 
third,  except  as  to  younger  men,  who  are 
treated  more  tenderly  because  they  are 
needed.  As  for  the  older  men,  the  more 
who  quit,  the  better  for  the  higher-ups  who 
hold  jobs.  For  age  50  and  more  the 
monthly  rates  are  now  $1.50  per  $1,000 
per  month,  or  $18  a  year.  After  awhile 
there  will  be  another  advance.  If  you  are 
an  A.  0.  U.  W.,  get  out  from  under. 

— Walter  A.  Chowen  of  the  Frankfort  Gen- 
eral delivered  a  lecture  last  evening  in  the 
Board's  assembly  room,  San  Francisco,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Fire  Underwriters' 
Association  of  the  Pacific.  The  subject, 
Liability  and  Compensation  Insurance, 
was  handled  in  a  masterly  manner.  Mr. 
Chowen's  hearers  were  somewhat  amazed 
to  learn  of  the  complications,  annoyances, 
uncertainties  and  litigation  possil)ilities  of 
this  relatively  new  branch  of  insurance.  In 
the  evening  of  June  7,  at  the  same  place,  V. 
Cams  DrilHeld  will  lecture  on  "What  Proof 
of  Loss  Should  Show." 
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— An  Illinois  liability  mntnal  is  in  trouble. 
Same  old  story.  Unable  to  collect  assess- 
ments. 

— Oakland,  Cal.  — John  A.  Beckwith  will 
annex  Alaska  in  June  because  he  can.  It 
will  be  a  family  affair. 

— Let  us  hope  for  the  best.  There  must  be 
a  turning  point  in  this  long  dusty  road  of 
hard  times.  People  will  tire  of  these  politi- 
cal fights  against  corporations  and  capital 
generally. 

— The  American  Surety's  resident  agent  at 
San  Francisco,  Vernon  Howard  de  Galloway, 
is  suing  his  wife  for  divorce  on  the  ground 
of  cruelty.  The  Jj^tna  Life's  general  agent 
at  San  Francisco,  Edw.  H.  Lestock  Gregory, 
has  been  granted  a  divorce  from  his  wife. 

— The  county  mutuals  of  California  met  in 
San  Francisco  last  week.  Some  twenty-five 
delegates  were  present.  The  annual  report 
showed  a  grand  total  of  some  $73,000  assets 
with  a  small  average  per  mutual.  Two  fires 
in  quick  succession  would  probably  send 
any  one  of  them  to  "the  bone-yard,"  The 
fixing  of  uniform  rates  was  favored. 

— Portland,  Ore.,  May  6. — Today  in  this  city 
the  entire  Pacific  Northwest  joined  in  a  big 
and  enthusiastic  celebration  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Dalles-Celilo  canal.  This  in- 
cludes also  the  turning  over  to  public  use 
of  the  Willamette  canal  at  Oregon  City, 
which  makes  that  river  navigable  for  220 
miles  inland  from  the  sea.  The  new  canal 
above  the  Dalles  makes  the  Columbia 
navagable   for  nearly  500  miles. 

— Insurance  is  essentially  a  business  of  aver- 
ages. Unusual  losses  must  be  expected — 
indeed,  welcomed,  for  they  stimulate  busi- 
ness. There  will  always  be  lean  years  and 
fat  years.  But  it  seems  there  are  under- 
writers who  have  fancied  otherwise,  and 
who  are  demoralized  by  a  bad  year.  They 
act  as  if  they  thought  the  business  and  the 
country  were  "shot  to  pieces"  without  hope 
of  recovery.  If  there  were  no  bad  years  in 
fire,  marine  and  casualty  business — no  com- 
panies losing  money — the  state  would  do  the 
business. 


— The  Fidelity  &  Casualty  leads  in  Illinois 
accident,  liability  and  burglary  premiums. 

— The  customs  receipts  decline  now  average 
$1,500,000  a  week,  as  compared  with  a  year 
ago's  totals. 

— Marine.  —  The  Mannheim  lost  in  the 
Havana  case.  The  ship  Metis  rammed  the 
lighter  General  Prim  in  Havana  harbor 
some  three  years  ago.  The  federal  court 
of  appeals  at  Richmond,  Va.,  holds  that  the 
Metis  was  not  liable.  The  insured  cargo 
was  insured  in  the  Mannheim. 

— The  Guardian  Casualty  has  filed  a  protest 
with  the  California  insurance  department 
against  the  employment  of  S.  H.  Wolfe  of 
New  York  as  an  examiner.  It  says  that  as 
Wolfe  is  in  the  employ  of  conference  or 
board  companies,  it  would  be  unfair  to 
have  him  acquire  a  knowledge  of  its  affairs, 
which  later  might  be  given  to  competitors. 

— For  the  four  weeks  ending  March  15  the 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  paid 
$2,076,062  in  death  claims  under  policies  on 
which  $1,028,797  premiums  had  been  paid. 
The  return  over  cost  was  $1,047,264.  This 
great  company  has  paid  over  540  million 
dollars  death  claims  and  144  million  dollars 
matured  endowments. 

— A  Texas  company  has  "the  laugh  on" 
the  California  insurance  commissioner  and 
his  Wolfe.  The  Commonwealth  Bonding 
was  "examined"  and  biting  objections  were 
made  to  some  of  its  securities,  which  were 
rejected.  Since  then  these  "bad"  securities 
as  uncovered  by  the  imported  examiner 
have  been  disposed  of  for  a  sum  larger  than 
the  values  claimed  by  the  company  in  its 
annual  statement. 

— In  1914  the  Western  States  Life  new  busi- 
ness fell  off  in  number  of  policies  and  again 
in  total  written.  The  surplus  fell  off,  as  is 
the  case  since  the  beginning.  Death  claims 
just  about  doubled;  surrendered  and  ceased 
policies  more  than  trebled.  The  average 
size  of  policy  in  force  decreased  as  usual. 
This  company  seems  moving  toward  an 
assessment  of  its  stockholders  or  a  reduction 
in  capital.  A  less  expensive  management 
seems  desirable. 
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Kunning  Kehoe  Is  Sore 

Kranky  Kehoe  has  introduced  a  resolution 
for  a  legislative  committee  investigation  of 
fire  insurance,  authorizing  the  insurance 
commissioner  to  inspect  company  and 
agency  books  to  find  out  whether  it  will  pay 
the  state  to  engage  in  fire  insurance  and 
assume  the  risk  of  a  burned  San  Francisco 
or  Los  Angeles.  He  is  very  sore  over  the 
defeat  of  his  pet  rate-making,  soak-the-com- 
pany  bill.  The  companies  may  quit  a 
California  dominated  by  such  demagogues. 


Dredger  Not  Total  Loss 

Vernon,  Sutter  co.,  Cal.,  May  2.— The 
dredger  Hercules,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  yesterday  morning,  was  the  property 
of  the  Ajax  Dredging  company  and  had 
been  leased  to  the  Natomas  Consolidated 
for  reclamation.  The  boat  was  insured, 
but  it  is  not  known  here  for  how  much. 


Dunsmuir,  Cal.,  May  2. — Earl  Pritchard, 
traveling  automobile  insurance  agent,  was 
arrested  today  on  a  charge  of  failure  to 
provide  for  his  family. 

Clarence  Darrow,  from  San  Francisco,  is 
also  wanted  because  of  the  mysterious  dis- 
appearance of  Mrs.  Mary  Hatch. 

Sacramento,  May  3. — This  was  the  coldest 
May  day  here  in  .38  years,  excepting  May  3, 
1892.  On  both  days  the  average  temperature 
was  50  degrees.  It  is  very  strange,  for 
Progressive  Kehoe  is  boiling  hot. 

It  is  Thomas  H.  Williams  now,  he  being 
special  commissioner  on  participation  and 
attendance  at  the  World's  Insurance  Con- 
gress. 

Oscar  Dornin,  chief  accountant  for  the 
Board,  is  recovering  from  an  operation  for 
osteo  sarcoma,  and  is  walking  about  in  the 
hospital,  sure  of  ten  years  more  of  gay  and 
youthful  life. 

Geo.  A.  Viehmann,  president  of  the  New 
Brunswick,  is  now  also  president  of  the 
New  Jersey,  which  is  also  a  good  thing  for 
the  latter. 

Secretary  Braun  of  the  National  Union 
has  resigned. 


Underwriters'  Laboratories  Have  an  Anti- 
Trust  Investigation 

The  Underwriters  Laboratories  in  Chicago 
are  receiving  a  searching  anti-trust  investi- 
gation by  the  government.  The  laboratories 
test  all  sorts  of  new  fire-resisting  and  fire- 
preventing  things,  and  charge  small  fees. 
The  companies  assess  themselves  to  support 
the  work.  It  is  said  some  snide  fire  appa- 
ratus men  are  behind  the  investigation. 


Another  A.  O.  U.  W.  Busts 

The  New  York  state  grand  lodge  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  owes 
$260,574  more  than  its  assets.  It  is  the 
oldest  fraternal  on  the  continent,  dating 
back  to  1868,  and  this  New  York  lodge  was 
founded  in  1874.  The  New  York  state 
insurance  department  is  in  charge. 


Hambui'g-Bremen  now  has  an  "under- 
writers." 

The  recent  large  and  unexpected  invest- 
ments in  American  securities,  through  the 
New  York  stock  exchange,  is  said  to  have 
been  made  with  many  millions  sent  from 
Vienna. 

The  Equitable  Life  is  taking  no  steps  to 
mutualize  as  promised.  And  yet  the  control 
of  the  stock,  which  cost  the  buyer  §2,000,- 
000,  returns  only  $3,570  dividends,  w^hereas 
that  sum  would  easily  earn  $100,000  a  year. 

The  Equitable  Life  has  curtailed  its  home 
office  space  from  four  to  three  floors. 

The  New  York  Life  continues  to  resist  a 
large  death  claim  at  Los  Angeles,  notwith- 
standing jury  and  court  to  the  contrary. 
This  company  is  not  at  all  liberal  in  these 
matters. 

AV.  P.  Cassell  has  been  elected  assistant 
secretary  of  the  National  Union  of  Pitts- 
burg.    He  was  headman  in  Texas. 

The  Travelers  finds  its  death  rate  10  per 
1,000  in  13  years  and  of  these  100  per  1,000 
were  due  to  accidents.  In  other  words,  10 
percent  of  the  deaths  were  violent  and  acci- 
dental. 

Organized  locals  like  to  rock  the  boat. 
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Our  Exchanges 

The  American  Exchange  &  Review  is  our 
paper-weight  but  it  is  our  pleasure  to  testify 
to  its  excellence  nevertheless.  A  solid 
upstanding  monthly,  with  an  insurance 
register  worth  the  $3  price  of  admission. 
Big  companies  and  big  insurance  men  all 
subscribe  for  this  Philadelphia  publication. 

Now  there  was  J.  H.  C.  Whiting.  The 
American  Exchange  &  Review  —  what  a 
name! — testifies  to  the  worth  of  this  saint, 
who  1915  years  ago  would  have  been  within 
the  purview  of  the  Teacher — a  man  with  a 
kindly  word  for  all — and  there  is  no  better 
description  of  a  Christian,  for  the  crux 
thereof  is  "forgive  him  seventy  and  seven 
times."  Therefore  he  can  be  forgiven  for  all 
that  he  may  have  transcended. 

The  Surveyor  is  all  right,  except  where  it 
is  all  wrong — in  the  carper's  column,  which 
is  written  by  the  office  boy. 

The  Insurance  Journal  and  New  England 
Underwriter  has  declared  war  against  Ger- 
many.    Now  we  know  how  it  will  all  end. 


Old  Saying 

A  daughter  is  a  daughter  all  her  life 
A  son's  a  son  until  he  gets  a  wife. 


Jesse  C.  Phillips  is  to  be  the  new  Repub- 
lican superintendent  of  insurance  of  New 
York  state  to  succeed  Frank  Hasbrouck, 
another  good  fellow,  on  July  1.  Mr. 
Phillips,  we  are  assured,  spells  his  name 
correctly  and  is  not  a  member  of  the  Phelps 
family.  He  is  a  lawyer  of  ability  and  good 
reputation,  and  will  not  be  a  disappoint- 
ment. He  was  never  a  local  agent,  thanks 
be. 


Colorado.  —  Agency  qualifications  are 
demanded  by  the  new  law  in  effect  July  12. 
Agents  who  blow  their  nose  without  a 
handkerchief  or  go  a  week  without  blacking 
their  boots  are  disqualified.  There  is  also  a 
resident  agency  law.  Agents  in  Kansas, 
New  Mexico,  Wyoming  and  Utah  will  not 
be  allowed  to  write  a  dwelling,  saloon,  barn 
or  roadhouse  over  the  line  in  Colorado. 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Orffiuiized  1868 

Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  with  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

Fof  fall  information  wHfe  the  Comitany  at 
LOS  ANGELES,   CALIFORNIA 
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Queen 

NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  l,  1915) 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 


ii, 


NET  SURPLUS, 

E.  F.  BEDDALL  N.  S.  BARTOW 

President  Secretary 


10,187,030 
4,021,442 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 
Vice-President 


Gross  Assets  ^1^14^  $107,521,857 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  46,783,587 
Net  Surplus  ■  -  17,380,987 
Losses  Paid    -_^    260,831,312 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 


Royal 

Insurance 

,  COMPANY  ^ 

Limited 


DEPARTMENT     OFFICES; 
San  Francisco,  Montreal. 


Boston,    New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

t^*  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Town« 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOGARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.  KELLAM,  Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING.  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  :  Frank  M.  Gilcrest,  H.  R.  Burke,  J.  K.  Urmston 
J.  B.  Walden,  D.  L.  Stewart,  C.  D.  Gabrielson,  E.  P.  Eldred, 
J.  H.  Banks,  F.  J.  Perry,  J.  T.  O'Brien,  R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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BUSINESS 

The  big  war  spoiled  the  Coast  apple 
market,  and  the  cold  storage  plants  are 
carrying  great  quantities  of  that  fruit. 
Apple-raisers  everywhere  will  do  well  to 
prune  close  this  year  and  next.  If  the  war 
continues  into  another  year,  there  will  be 
few  Europeans  left  to  consume  the  Ameri- 
can fruit  they  are  able  to  buy. 


California  field  crops  are  likely  to  be 
short  in  quantity  this  year.  The  rains 
lasted  so  long  that  the  farmers  could  not 
plow  and  plant  in  many  sections.  Grain 
already  planted  was  flooded  and  washed 
out  in  not  a  few  places.  Perhaps  not  a 
third  as  much  barley  as  usual  was  sown. 
Much  of  the  hay  will  be  volunteer,  the  low 
prices  in  1914  and  the  fear  of  the  increased 
use  of  truck  automobiles  having  been  "a 
damper"  for  the  hay-raisers. 

Savings  banks  in  New  York  are  not 
now  allowed  to  buy  San  Francisco  municipal 
bonds,  owing  to  the  increased  bonded  in- 
debtedness. San  Francisco  city  is  offering 
its  bonds  "over  the  counter,"  with  few 
buyers.  The  city  has  overdone  bond-issu- 
ing but  its  socialistic  folks  talk  of  more 
bonds,  more  railways,  and  the  creation  of  a 
$60,000,000  indebtedness  for  waterworks 
200  miles  away,  to  spite  the  bondholders 
and  stockholders  of  the  local  waterworks 
company.  Meantime,  the  growth  of  popu- 
lation is  at  a  standstill  while  adjacent  towns 
without  water  troubles  are  growing.  San 
Francisco  is  still  in  the  clutches  of  the  labor 
union  political  trust. 


People  in  California  invested  in  the  bonds 
of  the  Western  Pacific  Railway  in  good 
faith,  because  the  bonds  and  interest  were 
guaranteed  by  the  old  established  Eio 
Grande  Railway,  a  part  of  the  trans-moun- 
tain rail  system.  The  road  is  well  built 
and  worth  every  dollar  it  cost.  It  has  the 
lowest  grade  and  should  form  part  of  a 
system  with  a  low  grade  through  the 
mountains.  But  the  times  have  been  un- 
favorable. Xearly  all  railways  have  been 
doing  a  decreasing  business.  The  Western 
Pacific  has  been   unable   to   pay   its   bond 


coupons,  and  the  Rio  Grande  declines  to 
give  the  promised  help.  Both  roads  must 
be  reorganized.  The  bondholders  must 
grin  and  bear  it,  and  watch  sharp  for  pos- 
sible sliarpers.  The  values  are  there,  and 
with  "feeders"  the  road  will  pay  handsomely 
some  day.  Californians,  as  usual,  gave  the 
new  road  no  lift  toward  success.  Your 
Californian  who  will  go  out  of  his  way  to 
help  a  new  worthy  enterprise,  or  an  old  one 
either,  is  a  rare  bird. 


Standard  silver  dollars  in  circulation  in 
the  United  States  of  America  average  only 
67  cents  per  capita,  including  that  counter- 
feit dollar  passed  to  the  editor. 

Gold  is  at  a  premium  in  all  the  warring 
countries  of  Europe. 


California  Bank   Clearings   and    Building 

Permits 

April,  1915 

April,  1914      I 

\pril.  1915 

April,  1914 

San  Francisco— 
$212,429,188 

$216,265,028 

$1,941,020 

$1,707,064 

Los  Angeles— 

87.983,243 

103,728.786 

1,591,399 

1.898,304 

Oakland— 

14,650,560 

15,535.283 

630,302 

405.540 

Sacramento— 

7.850.777 

8,591.214 

San  Diego— 

8,027,791 

11,250.047 

95,350 

240.805 

Fresno— 

4,029.767 

4,271,188 

Stockton— 

4,487.231 

4.219.771 

38,503 

58,742 

San  Jose— 

2,646.181 

2,534,342 

103.077 

83.094 

Pasadena— 

3,951,431 

3,951.575 

96,923 

155.015 

Bakersfield- 

1,548.528 

.032.550 

30.035 

56,629 

Santa  Rosa — 

896.633 

1.046,010 

44,464 

33,788 

Long  Beach— 

2.273.332 

77,611 

San  Francisco  offered  $2,000,000  of  its 
§40,000,000  Hetch-Hetchy  water  bonds  and 
did  not  receive  a  bid.  Capital  is  now 
afraid  of  San  Francisco  bonds.  The  ignorant 
voters  are  too  willing  to  vote  bonds  for  any 
old  thing  and  there  is  unmistakably  a  spirit 
of  hostility  to  outside  capital, 


If  the  European  war  does  not  come 
quickly  to  an  end  we  of  this  country  need 
expect  no  money  from  that  continent  to 
finance  our  ventures  for  many  years. 
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Main  Offices 

56  Cedar  Street 


ORGANIZED 
APRIL  13th.  1853 


THE    HOME 

Insurance    Company 

NEW  YORK 


ELBRIDGE   G.   SNOW, 
President 


The  completion  of  SIXTY  YEARS 
finds  THE  HOME  in  the  premier  posi- 
tion among  the  Insurance  Companies  of 
the  world  not  only  in  respect  of  FIRE 
ASSETS  and  SURPLUS  to  POLICY- 
HOLDERS— but  with  an  unexcelled  rec- 
cord  for  fair  dealing  In  every  emergency 
as  well  as  in  ordinary  routine — with  an 
unsurpassed  equipment,  and  with  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  readiness  to  serve 
the  public,  its  agents  and  brokers. 
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Disease  Not  An  Accident 

Mr.  Justice  Bruneau  at  Montreal, 
decided  this  week  in  a  claim  brought 
under  the  Quebec  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  (Penois  vs.  Gerard,  et 
al.),  that  disease  is  not  a  good  basis 
for  a  claim  under  the  Act.  Plaintiff,  a 
plasterer,  claimed  that  whilst  working 
for  defendant  he  dislocated  a  bone  of 
his  arm,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the 
plaster  had  little  stones  in  it,  and  he 
was  thus  obliged  to  use  much  greater 
force  in  laying  it  on  the  lath  work,  as 
the  stones  prevented  it  from  working 
well  into  the  interstices  between  the 
laths.  The  defendant  repudiated  the 
claim,  on  the  ground  that  the  injury 
of  which  the  plaintiff  complained  was 
in  reality  a  disease  of  a  rheumatic 
nature  and  had  been  long  developing — 
the  "accident"  claimed  being  in  no 
wise  an  accident,  but  the  manifesta- 
tion of  a  long-standing  disease  due  to 
the  state  of  plaintiff's  physical  consti- 
tution. 

There  was  a  difference,  said  the 
court,  between  an  accident  which  is 
ever  produced  by  an  exterior  cause 
and  manifests  itself  in  a  sudden  and 
violent  manner,  and  a  maladie  profes- 
sionelle,  which  proceeded  from  an 
interior  cause,  and  was  often  the  result 
of  slow  and  continuous  evolution.  Thus 
accident  and  disease  differed  as  to  the 
suddenness  and  progressivity  of  their 
manifestation.  The  court  had  only 
the  testimony  of  plaintiff's  own  physi- 
cian to  guide  it,  and  this  physician 
himself  admitted  that  the  duration  of 
the  condition  found  in  plaintiff's  arm 
presupposed  a  predisposition  or  a 
natural  disposition  to  contract  such 
disease.      Hence   the  court  could  not 


attribute  the  condition  to  the  cause 
alleged  by  plaintiff,  but  to  the  contin- 
uous and  normal  exercise  of  his  trade. 
The  compensation  act  covered  only 
accidents  and,  in  no  wise,  maladies 
professionelles.  Action  dismissed  with 
costs. — The  Chronicle,  Montreal. 


The  municipal  railway  in  San  Fran- 
cisco had  an  accident  on  Sunday,  May 
16.  A  small,  heavily  laden  car  on 
Union  st.  ran  awaj^  down  grade  on 
rain-wet  rails,  at  the  top  of  hill  at 
Pierce  street.  The  conductor,  instead 
of  being  at  the  rear  brake,  was  forward, 
collecting  nickels.  At  Scott  there  was 
a  collision  with  a  big  car  turning  in 
from  the  fair.  Bang!  The  street 
covered  with  fallen  humanity.  The 
little  car  was  thrown  clear  of  the  rails 
over  to  the  curb.     Eight  persons  hurt. 


Rather  than  give  a  bond  to  protect  pas- 
sengers from  "damages"  many  jitneys  have 
retired.  In  Seattle  more  than  half  the 
jitneys  quit  in  one  day.  The  municipal 
railways  in  that  city  have  been  losing 
money. 


Is  a  high  rate  of  interest  to  follow  the 
European  war?  The  big  New  York  Central 
has  asked  for  authority  to  pay  6  percent 
interest  on  a  new  $100,000,000  debenture 
bond  issue.  The  war  is  destroying  immense 
amounts  of  active  capital.  Savings  banks 
will  be  affected.  New  deposits  will  be  less 
and  old  deposits  will  be  withdrawn. 


Why  was  it  necessary  for  the  California 
state  insurance  department  to  send  to  New 
York  for  examiners  not  so  well  qualified  as 
those  much  nearer  home? 


Our  gain  in  exports  over  imports  has 
been  averaging  $5,000,000  a  month.  These 
gains  are  largely  due  to  the  exportation  of 
war  materials. 
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ACCIDENT 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  lost  810,000 
by  the  torpedoing  of  the  Lusitania. 
The  .Etna  Life  lost  8200,000  and  the 
Travelers  8400,000. 

FIRE 

In  fixing  rates  in  Chile  buildings 
are  divided  into  four  classes:  Solid,  in 
which  walls  are  entirely  of  brick, 
cement,  etc.,  without  wood;  light, 
which  includes  all  buildings  not  solid ; 
solid  protected,  which  includes  solid 
buildings  protected  by  fire  wall  or  open 
space  of  33  ft.  on  each  side  and  a  fire 
wall  extending  at  least  20  inches  above 
the  top  of  the  roof;  light  protected, 
which  includes  light  buildings  pro- 
tected in  same  way.  Light  protected 
and  solid  buildings  pay  the  same  rate. 

Col.  Trezevant  has  retired.  Good- 
night ! 


Oklahoma's  auditor  is  collecting  2 
percent  premium  tax  on  all  business 
placed  in  unauthorized  companies. 
He  deals  directly  with  propert3'-own- 
ers,  and  if  they  don't  come  through 
he  places  a  lien  on  their  property. 

John  Marshall,  .Jr.,  manager  of  the 
Central  department  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund,  has  been  re-elected  chairman  of 
the  governing  committee  of  the  West- 
ern Union. 

GENERAL 

Connecticut  tax-eaters  are  resolved 
to  collect  one-half  of  one  percent  on 
the  market  value  of  the  stock  of  the 
Connecticut  insurance  companies. 

When  the  great  war  ends,  with  its  stagger- 
ing increase  and  weight  of  taxes,  can 
Europeans  afford  to  be  Our  customers  as 
heretofore? 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid  Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY  PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Manager 

R.   C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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LIFE 

It  is  estimated  that  the  British  life 
offices  have  paid  $13,000,000  war 
claims.  One  company  has  paid  8,500 
claims. 

New  insurance  acquired  by  the 
Bankers  Life  Company  of  Des  Moines 
for  the  first  four  months  of  1915  shows 
a  big  increase  over  former  years.  The 
total  from  January  1  to  May  1  of  the 
present  year  shows  a  gain  of  nearly 
forty  percent  over  that  for  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1914  and  the  gain 
of  this  year  over  the  corresponding 
period  of  1913  is  more  than  fifty  per 
cent.  The  rapid  growth  of  business 
from  month  to  month  is  the  most 
notable  feature  of  the  record  this  year. 
Each  succeeding  month  has  shown  a 
substantial  increase  over  its  predeces- 
sor and  if  the  ratio  of  increase 
continues  the  year  will  be  a  record 
breaker. 

The  Prudential  Life  now  sells  partici- 
pating policies  only.  All  outstanding 
policies  also  participate. 


FIRE 

Complaint  is  made  that  .Johnson  & 
Higgins  are  writing  about  ail  of  the 
five  and  ten  cent  stores  in  the  country 
in  Lloyds,  and  depriving  the  local 
agents  of  their  commissions.  Why 
should  brokers  and  agents  and  their 
families  patronize  these  stores? 

Waco,  Tex.,  has  developed  the 
Insurance  Trust  Company.  It  will 
act  as  general  agent  and  its  local  agents 
will  be  partners  and  share  in  the  large 
profits  of  the  general  agency. 

The  Texas  attorney  -  general  has 
ruled  that  the  new  reciprocal  or  inter- 
insurers  law  is  unconstitutional  because 
the  smart  legislators  did  not  mention 
insurance  in  the  title  of  the  bill. 

It  is  said  that  Johnson  &  Higgins 
write  all  of  the  United  Cigar  stores. 
But  what  of  it?  No  insurance  man 
ever  smokes  one  of  their  cigars. 

TO  POST  MASTER:  You  are  authorized  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 

TO  HOTEL  KEEPER:  You  are  authorized  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 


GOOD   AGENTS   WANTED 

THE 

West    Coast   Life    Insurance    Co, 

Home  Office :  West  Coast  Life  Building,  Northwest  Corner 
Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets,  San  Francisco 


ORIGINAL    AND    ATTRACTIVE 
ORDINARY    AND     INDUSTRIAL 

Policies  Which  Meet  With  Instant  Favor 


OFFICERS 


THOS.  L.  MILLER,  Presitient 

C.   O.  G.    MILLER,   Vice-President 

JULIAN  SONNTAG,  second  Vice-President 

WILLIAM  C.  HAMMOND,  Secretary 
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and  British  companies.     Such  actions 
Jitney  Head   Lines  •       •.         .    t      ■ 

may  invite  retaliation. 
Jitney  Turns  Turtle;  Passenger  Killed  

Woman  in  Oakland  Is  Run   Over  by 

m         T  ...  J  AT    .   T^;^  Merchants  Fire  Lloyds 

Two  Jitneys  and  May  Die 

This    New  York  concern   has    been 

Calgary  school  trustees    have    voted     examined.     The  findings  are:  822,058 
to  accept  only  the  policies  of  Canadian     assets  and  §26,097  liabilities. 

The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

9iambur^ -Bremen 

^ire  insurance  Companj/ 

HAMBURG,  GERMAXY 

U.  S.  BRANCH   STATEMENT,   DECEMBER   31,    1914 

ASSETS  LIABILITIES 

State  Bonds $     20,425  00  Reserve  for  Reinsurance      $1,116,384  75 

Municipal  and  Railroad  Bonds 1,581,410  21  Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses 165,005  00 

Cash  in  Banks 79,016  27  Reserve  for  Taxes  and  all  other  Liabilities       35,000  00 

Premiums  in  course  of  collection 195,785  42  Surplus      560,247  15 

$1,876,636  90  $1,876,636  90 

Cash  Assets  in  the  United  States, 81,876,636  90 

Deposited  M-ith  Insurance  Departments  and  Trustees,     -  1,626,835  21 

Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States  over    ....  28,000,000  00 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Hartf^ord,  Conn. 

Insurance  in  force,  96,033  Policies  for  -  $228,303,763 

WHAT  XO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay    to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments.    Dividends,  Surrender 

Values,  Annuities    and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 

It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 

Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1,1846,  to  Dec.  31, 1914              ....  $294,743,273.70 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period  -  -  -         304,068,509.45 

Excess  of  amount  returned           ...------  9,325,235.75 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 

Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co.     New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853  Organized  1826 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation  I  North  River  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1910  Organized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Company    organized  i824 

WM.    W.  ALVERSON,   Manager 

374    Pine  Street,        ...        -        San  Francisco,  California 

Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 

...         .    I  R.  R.  Roper,  San  Francisco       A.  M.  Lovelace.  Portland        AMPLE  FACILITIES  for  Handlinj 
Special  Agents  ,  -p   g   Keleher,  Los  Angeles       W.  T.  Booth,  Spokane  Large  Lki&s. 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell  Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fair  Commissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  Policyholders 

— In  short :   A  good,  all-round. 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
Write  for  full  information  today — 
HOME    OFFICE  —  SEATTLE 


LIFE 

HEALTH 

ACCIDENT 


3'1C 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


LIFE 

I'he  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men is  in  serious  trouble  in  Nebraska. 


The  Union  Mutual  Life  had  no  losses 
on  the  Lusitania.  The  Connecticut 
Mutual  Life  appears  to  have   escaped 

loss  also. 


OPPORTUNITY :     Districft  Agency  Open  in  Prosperous  Section 
of  Central  West. 

BANKERS  LIFE  COMPANY  DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


LIFE 

The  Germania  Life  now  gives  three 
health  examinations  after  the  third 
year. 


FIRE 

John  L.  Reams  at  Denver  has  been 
promoted  to  the  position  of  state  agent 
for  the  Scottish  Union  &  National. 


EVERY  BUSINESS  DAY  LAST  YEAR 

The  Prudential  paid  463  death  claims,  the  aver- 
age daily  amount  being  $75,946; 
Added  2,881  policies  to  its  insurance  in  force; 
Secured  $1,718,423  in  new  business; 
Increased  its  receipts  $341,808. 
It  was  busy  all  the  time. 
THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST   F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  Office,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

Incorponited  Under  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
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LAKE  YOU  PLEASED?         I 
IF  NOT,  SEE  "^^ 


US 


POLICIES    UP  TO   TME    MINUTE 

LITE,  ACCIDEMT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE  " 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldg.  LOS    AlVGELES.  CAL. 


n 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -        -        $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,      -  -        -        -       7,543,103.12 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

H.   R.   MANN,   Manager 
F.   M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Managers 
Paific     Coast  Department :    339-34-1     Sansome     St.,    SAN     FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  :  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg,  Seattle,  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash. —  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco — A.  C.  Anderson, 
447  Douglas  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles.  Cal. 


W.  R.   BROCK.  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE.  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  aNCORPORATED  1833) 

(  P  I  R  E  ) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120,152.00 

Surplus $723,433.00 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

34  0  California  Street,         -        -         -         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON.  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


FIRE 

Seattle's  fire  loss  in  1914  was 
687.  There  were  522  fires.  The  loss 
on  buildings  was  just  a  little  more 
than  the  loss  on  contents.  The  building 
losses  were  about  ten  percent  of  values. 


Contents  losses  were  about  sixteen  per 
cent  of  values.  The  percent  of  incen- 
diary fires  was  eight. 

The  United  States  supreme  court  has 
again  declared  that  insurance  is  not 
commerce. 
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tT-qO— FIRE  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE— ^^^^ 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS, $18,613,414.47 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF     PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER.  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore. 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


Term   Policy 

Question:  "Why  is  a  term  policy 
cheaper  than  the  guaranteed  addition 
policy  ?" 

Answer:  A  term  policy  provides 
insurance  for  only  a  limited  period, 
does  not  share  in  the  earnings  of  the 
company,  has  no  cash  surrender  value, 
and  ceases  to  be  in  force  the  moment 
the  payments  cease. 

There  is  a  true  saying  in  the  com- 
mercial world  that  "the  memory  of 
quality  remains  long  after  the  price  is 
forgotten." 

Tell  a  merchant  who  really  knows 
his  business  that  the  Get-Big-Quick 
mail  order  house  in  the  big  city  sells 
for  S19.89  a  machine  like  the  one  he 
asks  $25  for  and  he  will  promptly  tell 
you  it  is  not  what  you  pay  that  counts, 
but  what  you  get  for  what  you  pay. 


We  all  know  that  the  cheaper  machine 
is  most  always  an  inferior  imitation. 

It  is  folly  to  pay  SI 9. 89  for  a  ma- 
chine that  will  give  only  imperfect  ser- 
vice for  five  years  and  then  be  useless, 
when  you  can  buy  a  machine  for  $25 
that  will  give  perfect  service  for  a  life- 
time. Suppose  you  do  need  the  ma- 
chine for  only  five  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  the  former  goes  to  the 
scrap  pile,  but  the  latter,  if  you  don't 
need  it  any  more  and  wish  to  sell  it, 
can  be  sold  for  almost  as  much  as  it 
cost. 

Term  insurance  is  a  cheap  machine 
because  it  serves  for  a  term  only.  It 
has  no  oil  cups.  You  must  be  eter- 
nally oiling  its  bearings.  If  j^ou  run 
out  of  oil  or  forget  to  oil  it,  your 
machine  gets  a  hot  box  and  is  there- 
after useless.  —  The  Arnett  Annota- 
tions. 
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FIRE  AUTOMOBILE    I 

NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance    Company 
Assets,     -     $6,916,921.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -      $3,503,411.00 

■  DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company 

Assets,     -     $2,278,039.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,574,706.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS 

Assets,  -  $10,742,403.00    Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,862,302.00 
EDWIN     PARRISH,    Manager 

\m  Pacific  Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG   WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing  paid-for   Insurance  in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance   Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 

ARTHUR    L.  BATES.  President 

Address      Albert  E.  Awde,    Supt.  of  Agencies 
7  \V.  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 

Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

T.  H.    McAUis,   Manager.    Sherlock     Bldg.. 
Portland,  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Seattle, 
Wash. 
J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


LIFE 

The  Texas  governor  denounces  all 
Texas  life  companies  which  paid  high 
promotion  expenses  while  selling  their 
capital  stock. 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  January  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,  -  -  -  $1,000,000  00 
Assets,  -----  7,284,654  80 
Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 

Vice  Pres.  Gaston,  of  the  Metro- 
politan Life  of  New  York,  who  recently 
undenvent  a  surgical  operation,  is 
again  at  his  desk. 

The  Equitable  Life  lost  nearly  a 
quarter  million  dollars  losses  by  the 
torpedoing  of  the  Lusitania. 


In  Its  Forty-fourth  Year 

LIFE    INSURANCE 
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"I'll   Have  To  See   My  Wife   First" 

"If  your  child  should  fall  into  the 
well,  you  would  rescue  him  without 
consulting  your  wife,  wouldn't  you  ? 
Of  course,  this  is  a  strong  illustration. 
But  there  are  some  things  about  which 
you  act  independently.  You  often 
make  her  gifts  without  consulting  her. 
Life  insurance  partakes  somewhat  of 
the  nature  of  a  gift.  You  buy  it  pri- 
marily for  the  benefit  of  your  family. 
Why  should  your  wife  object  to  your 
protecting  her  in  the  event  of  your 
death  ?  On  the  other  hand,  if  you 
fail  to  protect  her,  don't  you  suppose 
she  would  have  cause  to  complain 
then  ?  You  love  your  wife  or  you 
would  not  consider  her  judgment.  If 
you  love  her,  protect  her  right  now. 
It  will  please  her  immeasurably  to 
know  you  have  voluntarily  taken  this 
step  for  her  benefit. ' '- — Arnett  Annota- 
tions. 

The  old-fashioned  notion  was  that 
each  retiring  policyholder  —  each  de- 
serter from  the  ranks,  as  it  were — 
should  pay  a  proper  surrender  charge 
as  a  quid  pro  quo  for  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  whole  body  of  policy- 
holders through  his  retiremont.  While 
tlie  present  law  allows  a  surrender 
charge  there  is  nothing  in  the  law 
forbidding  the  companies  to  waive 
such  charge,  hence  we  find  that  certain 
companies  are  paying  the  full  reserve 
after  the  policy  has  been  in  force  a  few 
years;  in  two  or  three  companies,  after 
only  three  years.  In  other  words,  the 
law  protects  the  deserter  by  stipulating 
that  he  must  be  paid  certain  minimum 


values  but  fails  utterly  to  act  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole  body  of  policy- 
holders by  prohibiting  larger  pay- 
ments to  the  deserter  than  he  is  in 
equity  entitled  to  receive. 

Herein  is  the  defect  in  the  law.  It 
should  define  a  surrender  charge  ad- 
justed to  the  kind  and  age  of  the 
policy ;  and  then  provide  that  no  com- 
pany shall  guarantee  in  its  policies, 
or  pay  in  practice,  a  larger  cash  value 
than  the  reserve,  less  such  surrender 
charge.  If  a  surrender  charge  should 
be  imposed  in  all  cases  when  cash  is 
taken  the  amount  of  such  charge  could 
be  used  to  replace  the  retiring  policy- 
holder without  casting  the  burden  of 
cost  on  the  persistent  policyholders. 
If  need  be  it  could  be  used  as  a  com- 
pensation for  a  decline  in  values,  un- 
expectedly high  mortality  or  other 
contingencies. — Lunger. 

In  August  the  San  Francisco  home 
office  building  of  the  Metropolitan 
Life,  the  temple  on  the  hill,  a  greatly 
enlarged  building,  will  be  dedicated 
anew.  Home  ofiice  officials  will  be 
present. 

The  triennial  agency  convention  of 
the  Coast  department  of  the  Metropol- 
itan Life  in  San  Francisco  in  August 
promises  to  be  the  best  of  the  kind 
ever  held. 

The  Northern  Life  of  Seattle  recently 
paid  a  $5,000  loss  in  Wrangell,  Alaska. 
The  insured  is  John  J.  McTague,  who 
accidentally  lost  his  sight  through  the 
action  of  ammonia  fumes.  He  had 
received  this  "3  in  1"  policy  only  a 
few  days  before  the  accident. 
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The  "Home  Life" 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ide  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  its  policyholders  dunng 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  $30,631,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  |3,  i  10,507  includ- 
ing dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
14,533,420,  and  is  now 

$120,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 
JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE. 

Claus  Spreckels  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


FIRE 
Concrete 

Edison  says  that  of  seven  reinforced 
concrete  buildings  forming  a  part  of 
his  factory  plant,  none  was  destroyed 
and  that  the  total  damage  was  only 
12J/2  percent.  A  small  part  of  an 
upper  floor  fell  but  was  supported  by 
the  floor  below.  The  machinery 
escaped  damage  except  2  percent 
thereof.  Every  brick  and  steel  build- 
ing attacked  by  fire  was  destroyed, 
together  with  all  machinery    therein. 

The  Michigan  anti-compact  law  was 
last  week  held  by  the  insurance  com- 
missioner not  violated  by  the  retire- 
ment of  the  Liverpool  &  London  & 
Globe  and  Commonwealth,  when  they 
retired  from  a  Detroit  agency.  They 
retired  because  the  agency  operated  a 
monthly  payment  plan  which  the  com- 
panies construed  as  a  rebate.  The 
companies     were    charged    with    con- 
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spiracy.  The  commissioner  held  that 
the  withdrawal  from  an  agency  does 
not  stifle  competition. 

San  Francisco,  May  17.  —  This 
morning  at  six  o'clock  the  rear  part 
of  the  Woolworth  ten-cent  store  on 
Fillmore  st.  was  found  ablaze.  The 
high  pressure  system  was  used  by  the 
fire  department  but  the  flames  were 
really  checked  by  the  brick  walls 
nearby.  There  were  about  seven 
stores  and  saloons  damaged. 

Last  week  New  Orleans  had  a  ^$200,- 
000  lumber  fire. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

(LIMITED) 

Of  London,  England 
With  which  is  Incorporated  the 

rlancKester  Assurance  Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,    •     •    $25,000,000.1 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,962,091.00 


Office:    lOO    Sansome  St., 


San  Francisco 


rRAINK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  H.  PALACHE,  Assistant  Manager 


New  Iowa  Law 

The  new  Iowa  law  providing  for  the 
supervision  of  fire,  lightning,  wind 
storm  and  hail  insurance  rates  by  the 
commissioner  of  insurance  is  of  interest, 
not  only  as  a  state  law,  but  as  an 
attempt  made  to  solve  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned  the  prob- 
lems of  bureau  rating.  The  bill  is  a 
modification  of  the  so-called  commis- 
sioners' bill.  It  has  a  strong  anti- 
rebate  clause  and  provides  for  a  penalty 
of  not  less  than  $100  nor  more    than 


$1,000  in  case  of  violation  of  the  law 
by  a  company,  and  for  a  penalty  of  a,- 
fine  of  not  less  than  $20  or  more  than 
$200  in  case  of  violation  by  an  agent, 
and  in  default  of  payment,  imprison- 
ment for  not  more  than  30  days.  In 
so  far  as  the  act  provides  for  rating 
bureaus  it  does  not  apply  to  mutuals, 
but  they  must  file  with  the  commis- 
sioner their  method  of  determining 
rates  and  comply  with  the  law  in  all 
other  respects. — The  Standard.  The 
law  will  be  broken. 
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LIFE 

The  Provider's  Life  Assurance  Com- 
pany is  being  organized  in  Illinois,  by 
Max  Spiegel.  The  capital  stock  is  to 
be  $100,000. 

Michigan  now  compels  fraternal 
insurance  associations  to   have  rituals. 

The  Texas  reciprocal  law  was  found 
to  be  defective.  Next  legislature  will 
pass  a  valid  law. 


FIRE 

The  National  Fire  Protection  Asso- 
sociation  meets  in  New  York  this 
week. 


Tacoma,  May  14.  - 
Great  Northern  hotel. 


Fire    damaged 


In  Texas  last  year  the  fire  under- 
writers made  a  net  loss  of  $2,340,000 
net  loss. 


NEW 


NEW 


MONTHLY  INCOME  BONDS 

A  new  idea  added  to  the  Popular  Monthly 
Installment  Insurance.  Gives  the  Agent  a 
ready  opening  by  gaining  the  prospect's  vi^ill- 
ing  attention.  Complete  Line,  Life,  Limited 
Pay,  Endowments 


For  Contracts,  address  I  A.  Ewing,  General  Manager,  or  Chas.  A.  Cohen. 
Supervisor  of  Agencies,  Home  Office 

SAN    FRANCISCO   LIFE   INSURANCE   COMPANY 

San  Francisco,   California 


Southern  California  Territory,  Address  W.         Cramer,  President 
SOUTHERN  AGENCY  COMPANY 
1129  Marsh-Strong  BIdg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


Territory  in  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Arizona.  Nevada 


NEW 


NEW 


ORGANIZED    179  7 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 


Asset Sy   Over        ..... 

Losses  Paid,   Over        .... 

Pacific    Department 
J.   L   FULLER.   Manager 

FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


$13,000,000.00 
$100,000,000.00 

332  Pine  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


[S] 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
108-110  Sansome  Street,        -       San  Francisco,    Cal. 
A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 


(si 
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The  FRANKFORT 

General  Insurance  Co. 

Established  t865  Entered  United  States  1896 

U.  S,  Department,  123  William  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Workmen's  Compensation 

Workmen's  Collective 

Liability 

Burglary 

Personal  Accident  and  Health 

Industrial  Accident  and  Health 


Agents  Wanted  For  Unoccupied  Territory 
Apply  to  New  York  office  or  to 

WALTER  A.  CHOWEN, 

Resident  Secretary, 

340  Sansome  Street,     San  Francisco 

Central  California  Agency 
BEN  LEONARD  COMPANY 
617  "J"  St.,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

Southern  California  Agency 

CONSOLIDATED  AGENCY    COMPANY 

334  Central  Building,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance   Company} 

Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Cash  Capital.  .....        $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,          -        -        -       1,263,340.00 
Assets, 4,195,444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department,  604  Merchants  Ex..    S.  F 

FIELD   REPRESENTATIVES: 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF,  Northern  California. 
604  Merchants  Exchange.  S.  F. 

E.  W.  HALL.  Bay  Counties. 
500  Syndicate  Bldg.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California, 
302  Stimson  Bldg..  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon,  British  Columbia  and 
Western  Washington,     722  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 
Washington,    Address— Spokane,  Wash, 


FIRE 

The  Oregon  ruling  that  mutuals 
must  return  unearned  premiums  when 
the  policyholder  asks  for  a  cancella- 
tion is  entirely  just.  The  standard 
policy  in  all  respects  governs  the 
mutual  as  well  as  the  stock  company. 


THE 

Standard  Accident 

Insurance  Company 

Of  Detroit,  Mich. 

LEM  W.  BOWEN,  President  J.  S.  HEATON,  Secy. 

Cash  Capital,  $1,000,000 

Gross  Assets,  -  4,930,330 
Claims  Paid,      -      19,565,180 

Writes  Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance. 
Accident  Policies  Provide  for — Unlimited  In- 
demnity. Beneficiary  Benefits,  Accumula- 
tions, Optional  Benefits,  Hospital  Indemnity, 
Combination  Features,  Surgeons'  Fees  Where 
no  Claim  for  Disability  is  Made,  Special 
Benefits     for     Sunstroke,      Freezing,      Etc. 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  for  Women. 
Contracts  Practically  Without  Conditions. 

CLARENCE  F.  BRIGGS, 

SuPT.  Pacific  Coast  Department. 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Ari- 
zona, Utah,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Mills  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

H.  H.  HAIGHT.  District  Agent. 
Contracts  Unexcelled.       Agents  Everywhere. 


CASUALTY 

Colorado's    new    compensation    law 
goes  into  effect  on  August  1. 
LIFE 

The  New  York  Life  now  offers  bene- 
ficiaries the  privilege  of  receiving  the 
amount  of  the  claim  in  small  checks, 
as  required,  the  balance  to  draw  three 
percent  interest.  Why  not  put  it  in 
the  savings  bank  and  draw  4  percent 
interest  ? 

FIRE 

George  W.  Volk,  cashier  of  the 
Home  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York,  has  received  the  Home's  50- 
year  gold  medal,  he  having  been  with 
the  company  for  a  half  century. 

Plenty,  Sask.,  May  1. — Afire  which 
destroyed  the  business  section  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  of  incendiary  origin. 
Seven  buildings  and  contents  were 
destroyed . 
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-  . d-^^t-^^t    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

American  f^cncrai         of  st.  louis  Established  1853 

Assets.  $4,320,590        Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid,  $29,707,385 

^-        i>^--|    F.  &  M.   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

2^t«     r  aUI  of  St.    Paul.    Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets,  $10,162,454    Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $4,216,643       Losses  Paid,  $47,792,188 


LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 
m.M  ^^t-it^    F.  &  M.  UNDERWRITERS         MintiAcnfa     UNDERWRITERS 

Mercantile  „,  st.  louis  minnesota      ,,,  st.  Paui 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets      $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2.156,705  Surplus  to  Policyholders      2.156.705 

TERRITORY — California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department:— 235  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION   LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus.  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus.       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

(Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Phiiadelpfiia. ) 
Total  Assets,  -  827,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  $11,878,186.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906.        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AOENTS : 

T.  F.  O'GRADY,  San  Francisco;  GEO.  F.  STANIFORD.  Los  Angelea; Portland 

315  California  Street,  -  -  -  San  Francisco 


LIFE  not  to  lose  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Hurrell's 

Alfred     Hurrell,    attorney    of     the  efficient  services." 
Association  of    Life    Insurance    Presi-  GENERAL 

dents  since  February,    1911,    has   re-         Agents  for  New  York  suburban  busi- 

signed  from  that  office  to  become  associ-  ness  are  working  for  2.5  percent  com- 

ate  general  solicitor  of  the  Prudential  mission. 

Insurance  Company  of  Newark,   N.  J.         Rough-on-Rats  people  must  get  busy! 

In    an    announcement    made     to    the  Mr.    Cruser   proves  that   phosphorous 

members  of   the  association,    General  attracts    no  rodent  tribe    folks.       Not 

Counsel  Robert  Lynn  Cox  said:  "I  am  fewer  than  150  matches  were  placed  in 

sure  we  all  feel,  too,  that  it  is  fortunate  a  cage  but  nary  a  rat  bit,  nor  a  mouse 

that  the  institution  of  life  insurance  is  either,  though  hungry  all. 
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Pacific  Department,  Insurati 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE   INSURANCE  CO. 

OF 

ce  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

OF 

HARTFORD 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J,  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

r.  &i  M.  Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,    Mags. 

Largest    Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets     $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8,979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,490,436.53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus      590,434  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    51,014,985.00 


OFFICE:    KOHL     BUILDING, 

Corner  California  and   Montgomery  Streets,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst  Manager 


F,  J,  R.  WEBBER 


SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.  B.  ROGERS      J.  E.  CRANDALL 
FRANK  H.  YOUNG  H.  K. NOURSE 


C.  H.  ANDERSON 


Peru  proposes  to  tax  the  profits   of     mountain-desert  republic.       In   other 
all  corporations  operating  in  the  little      words,  make  them  collectors  of  taxes. 
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Insurance  of  Goods  in  Transit  by   Vans 

The  marine  agency  of  F.  Herrman 
&  Co.,  in  Wall  street,  has  placed  before 
the  New  York  Furniture  Warehouse- 
men's Association  an  interesting  prop- 
osition to  insure  goods  in  transit  in 
vans,  under  a  kind  of  open  floating 
policy  of  inland  marine  insurance 
covering  loss  or  damage  to  the  goods 
from  whatsoever  cause.  The  insur- 
ance is  written  by  the  Phoenix  of 
England  for  which  F.  Herrman  &  Co. 
are  marine  agents;  and  the  form  of 
contract  is  virtually  as  follows : 

Attachment  to  policy  No 

...  of  the  company,  issues  to  ...   . 

in as  the  firm  now  is  or  may 

hereafter  be  constituted,  for  themselves 
or  for  any  parties  for  whom  they  are 
agents,  or  for  account  of  whom  it  may 
concern  (loss,  if  any,  payable  to  the 
insured  or  order).  On  household 
furniture,  crockery,  glass  and  china 
ware,  musical  instruments  and  personal 
effects,  held  by  them  in  trust  or  on 
commission  or  on  consignment,  or  on 
which  they  have  made  advances,  or 
sold  but  not  delivered,  or  which  they 
are  advances,  or  sold  but  not  delivered, 
or  which  they  are  under  contract  or 
hired  to  move  and  in  which  they  have 
no  other  interest  than  that  of  common 
carrier,  covering  same  only  by  moving 
vans  (auto  or  horse  drawn)  their  own 
or  those  which  they  have  chartered, 
leased,  hired  or  rented  for  the  purpose. 

This  policy  covers  against  all  loss  or 
damage  from  whatsoever  cause,  in- 
cluding collision,  runaway,  fire,  over- 
turning of  vans,  breakage,  marring 
and  the  theft  of  entire  packages,  while 
on  the  moving  van,  loading  or  unload- 
ing, or  in  transit,  but  only    while    in 


the  custody  of  the  assured  or  their 
employees. 

It  is,  however,  especially  understood 
and  agreed  that  this  policy  does  not 
cover  shipments  on  railroads  and 
canals,  lakes  or  rivers,  or  on  coastwise 
shipments,  or  any  other  conveyance 
except  in  moving  vans,  but  it  covers 
while  in  vans  on  ferries,  etc.,  against 
the  risks  of  stranding,  sinking,  burn- 
ing or  collision. 

This  insurance  is  not  to  cover  more 
than  $2,000  in  any  one  moving  van  at 
any  one  time,  except  on  special  notifi- 
cation and  approval  by  the  company. 

Warranted  by  the  assured  that  goods 
insured  hereunder  are  properly  packed. 
Articles  of  exceptional  value  and 
fragility  must  be  packed  by  expert 
packers.  In  case  of  loss  or  damage, 
on  goods  insured  hereunder,  it  is 
understood  and  agreed  that  these 
assurers  will  have  the  damage  repaired 
by  competent  workmen,  but  in  the 
event  that  the  damage  cannot  be  re- 
paired, the  option  is  reserved  by  these 
assurers  either  to  pay  for  the  damage, 
or  to  replace  the  article  or  articles 
damaged  in  kind  and  amount,  this 
company  to  be  liable  only  for  the 
actual  time  used  by  such  workmen  pro 
rata  to  their  wages. 

Settlement  of  loss  to  be  established 
on  the  commercial  value,  unless  any 
article  or  articles  are  especially  valued 
by  a  specific  notation. 

This  company  is  to  furnish  the 
assured  with  a  record  book  in  which 
the  number  of  van  loads  shipped  and 
the  respective  value  and  approximate 
mileage  is  to  be  entered  and  said 
record  book  is  to  be  open  for  inspection 
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at  any  time  by  an  authorized  repre- 
sentative of  the  company. 

All  moving  van  shipments  made  by 
the  assured  are  to  be  entered  in  this 
record  book  and  at  their  full  estimate 
value. 

This  record  book  is  to  be  provided 
with  a  carbon  copy,  which  is  to  be 
detached  and  mailed  to  the  company 
at  the  end  of  each  month. 

The  company  to  issue  a  certificate 
to  the  assured  authorizing  a  specified 
employee  to  act  for  the  company  in 
case  of  loss  or  damage. 

This  policy  shall  not  be  vitiated  by 
any  unintentional  error  in  valuation 
or  entry. 

Any  and  all  clauses  and  conditions 
in  the  printed  portion  of  this  policy 
and  customs  of  underwriters  in  con- 
flict with  the  terms  of  this  special 
attachment  are  waived  and  declared 
null  and  void. 

The  amount  of  premium  is  to  be 
based  upon  the  number  of  vans,  either 
auto  or  horse  drawn,  owned  and 
operated  by  the  assured  and  upon  the 
basis  of  one  van  load  for  each  yan 
per  day,  and  is  payable  quarterly  in 
advance.  The  adjustment  shall  be 
made  at  the  end  of  every  three  months, 
and  according  to  the  record  book. 

If  the  actual  amount  of  van  loads 
and  the  additional  value  of  same  is 
greater  than  the  estimate,  the  assured 
shall  pay  for  such  excess  at  the  time  of 
such  adjustment.  If  this  amount  is 
less  than  the  estimate  the  company 
shall  pay  the  assured  a  return  prem- 
ium to  the  amount  of  the    difference. 

The  rate  of  premium  for  shipments 
of  not  over  100  miles  to  be  10  cents 
per  van  load  of  $500,    value    and    five 


cents  additional  for  each  additional 
$100.  For  damages  and  losses  to  be 
paid  only  if  amounting  to  $10. 

statement  of  the  ownership,  management,  circula- 
tion, etc.,  required  by  the  act  of  August  24,  1912, 
of  the  Coast  Review,  published  monthly  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. Gal.,  for  April  1.  1915.  Editor.  E.  H.  Bacon, 
Merchants  Exchange  Bldg.,  S.  F.  Managing  editor, 
E.  H.  Bacon,  Merchants  Exchange  Bldg.,  S.  F. 
Business  managers,  E.  H.  Bacon,  Merchants  Ex- 
change Bldg.,  S.  F.  Publisher,  E.  H.  Bacon. 
Merchants  Exchange  Bldg.,  S.  F.  Owners:  E.  H. 
Bacon,  Merchants  Exchange,  S.  F.,  A.  E.  Edwards, 
Berkeley,  Gal.  Known  bondholders,  mortgagees, 
and  other  security  holders,  holding  1  percent  or  more 
of  total  amount  of  bonds,  mortgages,  or  other  securi- 
ties, none.  E.  H.  Bacon,  Publisher.  Sworn  to  and 
subscribed  before  me  this  31st  day  of  March. 
1915.  Charles  Edelmann,  Notary  Public  for  the  city 
and  county  of  San  Francisco,  state  of  California. 
(My  commission  expires  April  17,  1918.)    [Seal.] 

Service 

Attacks  are  continually  made  on  the 
agency  work  of  fire  insurance  com- 
panies by  those  who  think  that  the 
agent  is  unnecessary  and  an  unjust 
expense  to  the  insuring  public.  We 
have  said  before,  and  we  now  repeat, 
that  the  agent  can  and  should  continue 
to  vindicate  their  system  and  them- 
selves by  the  service  they  give.  It  is 
not  merely  in  delivering  the  policy 
and  collecting  and  remitting  the 
premium,  although  these,  of  course, 
are  the  business  aims  of  all  agents. 
There  should  be  in  addition  to  this 
an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  needs 
of  the  insured,  and  a  willingness  to 
help  him  with  advice  and  suggestion 
when  opportunity  offers.  An  agent 
who  intelligently  performs  this  service 
earns  his  commission  and  more,  while 
vindicating  himself  and  the  system  he 
represents. — Fireman's  Fund   Record.. 

Advertising  circulars  sent  to  Canada 
are  subject  to  customs  duties  at  the 
rate  of  15  cents  per  pound.  Customs 
duties  stamps  must  be  affixed  to  backs 
of  envelope  or  wrapper. 
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Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

"The    Oldest  Scottish   Insurance   Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50-52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOTCH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIN,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREN  CAMPBELL,  Special  Agt.  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHN,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  N.    Y. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  DECEMBER   31,  1914 

Assets $11,858,729  53 

Liabilities 8,319,608  72 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,539,120  81 

Losses  Paid  to  December  31,  1914     .      .    .    48,580,800  32 
This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 

Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary.  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public,  Teams  (Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage),  Automobile  (Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision),  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance. 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

(  California— CHAS.  J.  BOSWORTH,  General  Agent,  Merchants  Exchange. 
Pacific  Coast  Department:  S  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— SEELEY  it  CO..  Ill  S.  10th 
(  St.,  Tacoma;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of    LONOON 

Cash   Assets.      .      .      .      $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  — C.  W.  Rohrkr,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.:  Rod  E.  Smith,  Portland,  Oregon; 
T.  S.  Heath.  Denver;  .T.  E.  Johnsen,  Spokane:  P.  R.  Weinmann.  B.L.  Penfield,  San  Francisco. 
Percy  J,  Perry.  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL,  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

\V>t.  IIackett.  Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch—Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


The  effort  of  the  fraternals  to  break  The  New  Amsterdam  now  has  $650,- 

into  the  industrial  field,  with  the    aid  000  capital. 

of  the  New  York  legislature,    was    de-  Forest    fires    in    Alaska  and  Wash- 

feated  by  Gov.  Whitman's  veto.     This  ington  are  reported  this  early  in    the 

is  fortunate  for  the  fraternals.  year. 
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NEW    EDITION 

THE    TWELFTH 


of  the 


fartftr  Jtr^  lianual 

A    BOOK    OF    INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR    LOCAL    AGENTS     : 


The  24th    Thousand 

PUBLISHED  BY  THE  COAST  REVIEW 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Diagrams  in  colors   (  New  matter ) 


Clauses  and  Figures  are  Revised  to  Date 


Only  Manual  of  the  Kind 


Of  Excellent  Service  to  New  and  Old  Agents 


Recommended  by  Brokers,  Locals,  Specials 
and  Managers 


Printed  on  New  Hand-set  Type  and  A-1  Stock 


Price  $1.50.    Postage  Prepaid 

SPECIAL   RATES   FOR  QUANTITIES 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FOUR  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  ^  Mercantile 

Insurance   Company  Of  London  and  Edinburgh 

Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 


ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 

(which  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  Are  assets  of  the  Co) 


$9,139,794.00 


E.  G.  mCHABDS,  Manat/er 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  Representatives: 

E.  J.  Young,  201  American  Bank  Bldg.,  Seattle:  P.  AV.  Gedney,  504  Empire  State  Blrlg.,  Spokane.Wash., 
E.  C.  Willey,  1645  TremontSt.,  Denver,  Colo. ;C.  Harris.  515  Title  Ins.  Bldg., Los  Angeles;  H.  E.  Smith 
224  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland,  Or.;    G.W.Dearborn,  F.  J.  Schoeneman,  C.  F.  Milliman,  SanFrancisco. 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

TMEN 
Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company,  Are  you  represented  here?  Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there.  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Marm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider   me    an    applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."     "My  business  is  chiefly ." 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad  hand  and  the  warm 
eye  They  will  pay  you  a  handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance     Company 
or    Great    Britain. 

Organized  1824, 

FIRE    -    LIGHTNING     -    TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE     -     SPRINKLER    LEAKAGE 


North  American  Branch: 

Hartford,  Conn. 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 


FIELD    REPRESENTATIVES  I 

FRED  W.  GASTON,  Tacoma,  Wash., 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia. 

JOHN  L.  REAMS,  State  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo,, 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUNDSON,   Realty  Building, 

Spokane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco,  CaL, 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  Arizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE: 
420  Montgomery  Street 


Silver  f ractionals  in  circulation  aver- 
age $1.60  per  capita.  Paper  currency, 
$16.60.  Gold,  16.07.  Silver  dollars, 
$0.67.  Gold  certificates,  $9.45.  Aver- 
age money  circulation,  $34.60  per 
inhabitant,  a  gain  of  11  cents. 


It  is  rumored  that  the  suffragettes 
now  contemplate  embarking  upon  an 
ingenious  method  of  raising  funds  for 
the  cause.  They  are,  it  is  said,  about 
to  form  a  company  for  the  manufacture 
and  supply  of  plate  glass. — Punch. 
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MARINE 

The  petition  of  the  Standard  Marine 
Insurance  Company  for  powers  to 
transact  all  classes  of  business  except 
life,  has  been  granted;  and,  incident- 
ally, it  reverses  the  usual  order  of 
things.  Most  marine  companies  are 
being  absorbed  by  larger  concerns, 
seeking  to  have  every  branch  of  insur- 
ance represented  in   their  operations. 


The  Standard  Marine,  however,  is 
striving  on  its  own  account  to  become 
an  "omnibus"  company.  — Review  of 
London. 

San  Francisco  has  about  500,000  popula- 
tion. California  has  less  than  3,000,000. 
But  it  costs  twice  as  much  to  run  San 
Francisco  as  California.  Say  $15,000,000  a 
year  for  San  Francisco  and  $7,500,000  for 
California.  Say  $30  per  capita  for  San 
Francisco  and  $2.73  per  capita  for  California. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  uncorporated  i85i ) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Stiriflus $1,053,889.00 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

3  40    CALIFORNIA   STREET        ...        SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  SCOTT  &  HENLEY,  Managers. 


TOIAL  ASSETS  REPRESENTED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co. 

of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York.  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York.  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington.  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  III. 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool.  Eng. 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 
202  -  204  Sansome  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


22,000     EDITION 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
12th   EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey  Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.50 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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Crickets     Destroy    6,000    Acres    of 
Vegetation 

Olyrapia,  Wash. — Crickets  devastat- 
ing a  section  of  Grant  county,  near 
Wilson  creek,  already  have  destroyed 
everything  edible  on  the  6,000  acres  of 
the  S.  W.  C.  Madigan  ranch  and  now 
occupy  territory  approximately  eight 
miles  square,  so  Gov.  Lister  was  in- 
formed by  telegrams  from  farmers, 
who  applied  for  $10,000  state  aid  to 
fight  the  pest  immediately. 

Volcanic  Ashes  in  California  Town 

Cottonwood,  April  28. — Residents  of 
this  town  awoke  this  morning  to  find 
the  town  covered  with  ashes  from 
Lassen  Peak,  forty  miles  away. 

Pans  full  of  very  fine,  salt-colored 
ashes  were  swept  from  the  sidewalks, 
and  figures  and  letters  could  be  traced 
in  the  volcanic  dust  on  roofs  and  flat 
surfaces. 

Calcium  Carbide  Wolfe  is  enjoying 
the  fair  in  San  Francisco. 

Los  Angeles.  —  Creditors  of  the  In- 
ternational Bonding  Co.  ask  that  it  be 
adjudged  bankrupt. 

San  Francisco's  daily  water  con- 
sumption has  increased  near  four  mil- 
lion gallons  a  day  since  March  1. 

The  Columbia  river  is  now  navigable 
500  miles  because  of  the  new  Dalles- 
Celilo  canal.  It  will  add  to  popula- 
tion and  prosperity  of  the  Northwest. 

Bull  Moose  Kehoe  is  not  dead  yet. 
He  introduced  in  the  California  senate 
a  bill  to  make  five  more  office  holders, 
a  commission  of  five  to  consider  the 
subject  of  social  insurance,  whatever 
that  may  mean.  Kehoe  hopes  to  be 
on  hand  and  "consider"  in  1917. 


Diggs    of  Ohio  for  State  Federation 

W.  S.  Diggs  of  Ohio  made  an  ad- 
dress that  sank  deep.  He  spoke  feel- 
ingly of  the  conditions  in  Ohio,  and 
in  other  states,  pointing  to  the  lament- 
able results  of  state  insurance,  and 
the  manner  in  which  officials  seeking 
to  bolster  the  theory  sacrificed  state 
funds  and  the  protection  of  the  assured. 
He  emphasized  the  fact  that  no  branch 
of  insurance  was  safe  from  attack  in 
states  where  insurance  by  the  common- 
wealth was  once  undertaken;  and  that 
wherever  state  insurance  intruded,  the 
public  which  needed  the  insurance  had 
been  the  loser.  One  of  his  declara- 
tions that  caused  the  auditors  to  look 
at  each  other  and  nod  approval,  was 
that  no  plan  or  suggestion  as  to  insur- 
ance that  did  not  predominately  con- 
sider the  interests  of  the  buyer  of  in- 
surance could  hope  for  success.  He 
closed  with  a  strong  plea  for  "getting 
together,"  and  seeking  as  one  body  of 
insurance  men  the  solution  of  the 
problems  of  insurance.  —  Western 
Underwriter. 

Diggs  of  Ohio  is  for  state  insurance 
federation.  We  are  publishing  articles 
favoring  first  an  insurance  federation 
in  California,  and  then  in  Oregon  and 
Washington. 

The  Arizona  legislature  has  elected 
a  switchman  as  speaker.  One  who 
knows  how  to  switch  the  gas  off  at  the 
right  moment  is  the  man  for  the  job. 
Punch. 

A  Texas  company  cuts  accident  and 
health  rates  20  percent  to  total  ab- 
stainers who  have  been  riding  the 
waterwagon  without  a  tumble  for  six 
months. 
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Royal  ExcKahge  Assurance 


OF     LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 
Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


CANTON 


I 


nsurance 


Offi 


ice 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY,  United  States  Mgr. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING,   State  Agent 

For    Oregron,  Washington    and    Northern     Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING.  SEATTLE 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)        -       -  $   250,000  80 

Cash  Assets  (Gold)       -       -       -  2.745.650  72 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1.941.508  60 

Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -  399,500  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


PARROTT    &  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January.  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San    Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED  1782 

W.  IRVIIVG 

General  Agent   for  Pacific  Coast 

R.  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 

3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 

The  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Head  Office  for  United  States: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates- 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen  s 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        -        -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Royal   Insurance    Buildingr 
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Fearless  and  Ju^ 


The   Regular  Axe-Drop 

It  has  come  on  lAIr.  Hasbrouck's  neck, 
as  he  knew  it  certainly  would;  he  said, 
several  months  ago,  he  had  received  a 
hint. 

Not  to  go  farther  back,  Francis  Hen- 
dricks, in  office  when  the  great  blow 
fell  on  San  Francisco  and  when  the 
reform  cyclone  was  uprooting  things 
and  no  cellars  had  been  got  ready  in 
advance  of  its  coming,  was  made 
scapegoat.  Then  came  Otto  Kelsey, 
and  when  he  refused  to  take  the  scape- 
goat role  and  the  legislature  refused  to 
remove  him  be  had  to  be  allowed  to 
finish  his  term.  Then,  the  greatest  H 
in  the  world  (let  that  letter  stand  for 
Homo,  if  you  will)  being  on  the  throne 
in  Albany,  came  Hotchkiss,  the  Knight 
of  the  Brass  Knuckles  —  vide  Senator 
Hinman's  frank  characterization  of  the 
sort  of  official  ringmaster  required. 
This  was  in  February  of  1909.  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  roared,  and  rapped,  and 
gave  a  half-imitation  of  Gesler  in  the 
cap  scene;  then,  just  after  he  had 
learned  something  and  was  in  the 
willingness  and  therefore  in  the  way 
to  learn  something  more  by  his  own 
confession,  he  knelt  to  the  block  in 
his  turn,  in  February  of  1912.  We 
expressed  regret,  because  it  is  better 
to  keep  the  ills  we  have  than  to  have 
others  we  cannot  exactly  foresee  put 
upon  us,  but  the  state  had  flopped  in 
partisan  control,  and  Gov.  Dix,  of 
course,  must  have  a  Democrat,  so 
came  Mr.  Emmet,  and  he  quite  justi- 
fied the  best  hopes.  Last  April,  how- 
ever, he  evidently  grew  tired  of  stand- 
ing on  a  barrel  and  he  voluntarily 
went  to  another  job  which  suited  him 
better  or  promised  him  better.      Then 


came  Mr.  Hasbrouck,  and    now    once 
more,  chop! 

William  Barnes,  having  a  father-in- 
law  and  in  a  pretty  strong  grip  on  the 
state,  held  his  place  long.  But  for 
many  years  the  supervisors  have  come 
and  gone,  as  the  state  tacked  and 
tacked  back.  By  tradition  and  by 
pretense,  official  supervision  is  for  the 
protection  and  welfare  of  the  people  in 
respect  to  insurance ;  by  long-hardened 
practice,  the  place  is  on  the  slate  with 
the  other  jobs,  and  that  is  all  there  is 
of  the  matter.  Fitness  is  not  con- 
sidered in  the  regularly  -  recurring 
selection;  the  personal  preference  of 
the  Governor  and  the  party  leader  in 
the  upper  branch,  possibly — butusually 
the  strengthening  of  the  party  in  the 
state  with  reference  to  the  next  quad- 
rennial election.  Certain  persons  have 
to  be  "satisfied;"  as  for  the  people, 
they  are  not  considered — their  concern 
in  the  administration  of  supervision  is 
aliunde. 

Good  day,  Mr.  Hasbrouck;  sorry 
you  can't  stay  longer,  but  you  knew 
all  along  (  since  November  )  you 
couldn't.  It's  a  comment  on  the 
quality  of  government  as  administered 
to  us. 

The  next?  He  is  Mr.  Jesse  C. 
Phillips,  of  the  town  of  Andover. 
Nothing  is  known  against  him.  The 
presumptions  of  average  ability  and  of 
good  intentions  are  his,  and  we  hope 
he  will  justify  them.  We  regret  Mr. 
Hasbrouck,  as  we  regretted  Mr. 
Emmet,  and  even  Mr.  Hotchkiss.  But 
so  long  as  the  state  flops  in  disgust 
between  the  Rs  and  the  Ds  the  axe 
will  keep  at  its  work.  The  deputies 
and  chief  under -employes  don't  go 
also;  if  they  did — . — Insurance. 
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Office   of   Ed^^^ard   E.    Potter 

General    Agent 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,   without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL   AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE   ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble   of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.  E.  POTTER    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the  Best   Insurance   While   You  Are  About  It 
It   Costs    No    More 

Tm^r  GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New   York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .   .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Ne-w  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .  $3,889,296  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .    $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  432,560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSIRANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .     .    .    $3,053,576  00  Undivided  Profits    .    .    .    $811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAIvTlNSlRANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .$1,080.978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profiu   .    .    .    $173,718  00 


EDWARD  E,  POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.   W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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FIRE 

Incendiary    Flames     Damage    Two 
Bridges  at  Vancouver 

Vancouver,  B.  C,  April  29.  —  Fire 
this  morning  destroyed  a  large  part  of 
the  Con  naught  bridge  over  False  creek 
at  Gamble  street,  connecting  the  busi- 
ness and  residential  seciions  of  the 
city.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $300,- 
000.  While  the  Gamble  street  fire  was 
raging,  the  Granville  street  bridge,  a 
mile  distant,  was  found  to  be  ablaze, 
but  there  the  flames  were  easily  extin- 
guished. The  assistant  chief  says  both 
fires  were  of  incendiary  origin  but  he 
does  not  say  that  "spies"  set  the  fires. 

Later.  —  One  of  the  bridges  was 
again  set  on  fire. 

Hotel    Fires 

Since  the  recent  announcement  of 
the  provincial  government  to  the  effect 
that  all  hotel  bars  would  be  closed  on 
1st  July,  1915,  without  any  indemnity 
to  their  owners,  four  hotels  in  different 
sections  of  Saskatchewan  have  been 
totally  destroyed  by  fire — three  of  them 
within  forty-eight  hours.  —  Saskatoon 
Item. 

The  Equitable  F.  &  M.  has  added 
$100,000  to  its  capital  and  $200,000 
to  its  surplus. 

Commissioner  Young  of  North 
Carolina  favors  contingent  commis- 
sions— a  flat  12^2  and  a  contingent  on 
the  profits  earned  by  the  agency, 
payable  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  president  and  the  secretary  of 
the  Columbian  National  have  resigned. 


ANCE 

In  its  44th  year 
Meddlesome  Mizzoori 

The  Missouri  fire  rating  bill  as 
framed  by  the  insurance  commission 
was  passed  and  is  now  a  law.  Rating 
bureaus  are  legalized,  subject  to  super- 
vision. All  rates  are  to  be  filed  and 
schedules  furnished  the  assured,  in- 
creases to  be  given  ten  days'  notice 
and  approved  by  the  insurance  depart- 
ment. Discrimination  is  forbidden 
on  risks  of  like  hazard,  and  if  ex- 
perience shows  more  than  a  reasonable 
profit  the  department  may  order  a 
reduction,  subject  to  court  review.  ' 

The  Hamburg- Bremen  is  to  have 
an  underwriters  agency,  called  the 
Pioneer  Fire  Agency. 

Closet  fires,  it  is  asserted,  are  in- 
creasing everywhere.  In  Milwaukee 
three  fires  are  now  being  investigated. 
A  very  suspicious  closet  fire  is  reported 
in  San  Francisco.  The  insured  in- 
vited everybody  in  the  house  to  a 
movie  show.  While  absent  the  fire 
broke  out. 


Luck 

First  Coster.  "Well,  pore  old  Bill's 
gone." 

Second  Coster  (scornfully).  "Pore, 
indeed!  Luckiest  bloke  in  the  market. 
Couldn't  touch  nuffink  wifout  it  turned 
to  money.  Insured  'is  'ouse — burned 
in  a  month.  Insured  'isself  agin 
haccidents — broke  'is  harm  fust  week. 
Joined  the  burial  society  last  Toosday, 
and  now  'e's  'opped  it.  Pore  old  Bill, 
indeed! " — Punch. 


STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER    $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 

OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE   UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 

OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACiriC    DEPARTMENT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Erancisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices  :    Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  IN   EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


1863 


PIRE 


52nd  YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized   in  1863 


1915 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under  the   Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 


LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE   SECRETARY 


H.  p.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON.  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building  Boston,  Mass. 


Southeastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 

Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ  HERRMANN,  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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INSURANCE 


PROTECTION 


F^cVieW 


An    Insurance    Journal     and     Directory 

tN    ITS    FORTY-FOURTH     YEAR 

San   Francisco:     122  halleck  Street 


The  Onlu  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West 


INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Publishers 


Fireman's  Fund  Occupies  New  Office  Building 

Dupont  Buys  Control  of  Equitable  Life 

Los  Angeles  Adopts  2-Platoon  System 

Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Colorado  Fire  Business 

Fire  Underwriting  in  Cuba— Edwin  Manton 

Motion  Picture  Hazards— Claude  Mitchell 

Knights  of  Honor  Receivership 

Fire,  Life,  Fidelity,  Accident  and  Burglary  Decisions 

Brokers  Bill  in  California  and  New  York  Vetoed 

California  Anti-Rebate  Bill  Vetoed 
P.  P.  I.  E.  Awards  Prizes  to  Insurance  Exhibitors 

Field  Men's  Notes 

West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life  Begins  Business 

Small  Quake  Fire  Losses  in  Southern  California 

Legally  Adopted  Child  Does  Not  Share  Life  Insurance 

Ladies  of  Maccabees  of  World  Won't  Pay 

Mutual  Fire  Insurance 


Circulating  Extensively  jii  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


^= 


Price  25  Cents 
$3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan.  China  and 
Australasia 


J 


XHe    Great    Fire    Insxirance    Company    of   tHe    W^orld 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,783,618.69 


Established  1836 


Entered 


The  stateraeut  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the   Ist  of   January,  1915.  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows : 


Assets   .  . 
Liabilities 


.$14,783,618.69 
.     9,961.463.20 


surplus $  4,822,155.49 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  a  year  of 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  Policyholders: 

Year.  Assets  at  January  1.  Income.  Expenditure. 

1906   (San  Francisco  Fire)  .  .  .    $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12.335.961  

Thus  showing  Excess  OF  Expenditure  of $1,744,116 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 101,013 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH:    Net  premiums:    1848,  $4,519;  1858.  $471,988; 
1868.  $1,739,620:  1878,  $2,422,126  1888.  $3,928,010;  1898.  $4,979,422;  1908,  $7,427,618;  1914,  $8,667,549. 
LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year  exceeds  $142,000,000.    This  large  sum.  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business  .evin- 
ces the  confidence  of  the  public  and  the  faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled. 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manage] 

THOS    H.  ANDERSON,  Asst,  Mana 


Pacific  Department  Establi.siied  1852 
In  Compatiy's  New  Buifdinf/ 
444  California  St,,  San  Vrancisco 

Special   Agents : 

R.  G.  BRUSH  R.  H.  ROUXTREE  HARRISON  HOUSEW  *  I, TH  LOGAN  B.  CHANDLER 

GEORGE  F.  GUERRAZ  CHESTER  S.  MYRICK  T.  i:    ATKINS  GEO.  J.  JA 


The  Coast  Review,  June  8,   1915 


over  $166,000,000 


Bvanc  DEPARTMENT 


gePM^  J        I   pHOENIX 

American- M^^.M    "^hartfoi^ 

GERMAN  ^t^pR^'I^^OU 

EWnABLE  Fire  &  Marine  Insurawce  Col 
Geq  H.  Tyson  General  Agent. 

Herbert  Rxcer.  AssT.QENLAsew 
SAN  FRANOSCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets   Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  every?  City,  town  or  Village 
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Representing 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  Ne"w  "YorK 
You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  **oldest  company  in  America"  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  to  Producing  Agents,  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice -President 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


LIFE 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  lost  by 
death,  last  year,  28  policy-holders  who 
had  been  insured  less  than  a  year. 

In  a  recent  four-weeks  the  Mutual 
Life  of  New  York  paid  these  larger 
death  claims:  Alameda,  CaL,  Wel- 
lesley  Moore,  S6,362;  San  Francisco, 
Simon  Blum,  $10,482;  San  Jose,  Sam. 
R.  Johnson,  $6,258;  Santa  Rosa,  Geo. 
W.  Strohl,  $22,900;  Berkeley,  Eliza 
J.  Hesser,  $5,002;  Oakland,  CaL, 
Benj.  Levy,  $5,001;  San  Diego,  Lor- 
enzo W.  Cooke,  $6,076;  Las  Vegas, 
N.  Mex.,  Eman.  Rosen wald,  $15,135; 
Silver  City,  Sam.  Schiff,  $5,000;  Ros- 
well,  Geo.  W.  Wyllps,  $5,000:  Salt 
Lake,  Richard  K.  Thomas,  $7,549; 
Northeastern,  Mass.,  Wm.  S.  Hen- 
nessy,    $61,000;     total    death    claims 


paid,  $2,144,430   or  $714,810  a  day. 
GENERAL 

Officer  (to  reservist) — What  business 
were  you  in? 

Reser\ast — Furniture  mover. 

Officer — Ah !  We'll  put  you  in  the 
van. — Boston  Transcript. 

A  California  Centenarian 

To  ride  forty  miles  in  an  automobile 
to  a  party  is  a  diversion;  to  live  to  be 
104  j^ears  old  is  a  distinction,  and  to 
combine  the  two  is  an  achievement. 
Mrs.  Lydia  HealdSharpless,  Whittier's 
venerable  centenarian,  accompanied 
by  her  grandson  and  family,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leonard  Sharpless  and  two  sons, 
drove  to  Yerba  Linda  to  visit  her 
granddaughter.  Four  generations  of 
the  Sharpless  family  were  present  at 
the  dinner. 
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INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Company 

Cash  Capital,    ....    $400,000  00 


Net  Surplus, 
Total  Assets, 


191,636  00 
1,141,200  00 


E.  T,  NIBBLING,  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS.  Secretary 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

J.  W.  WARNER,  Assistant  Secretary 


HOME  OFFICE:    Company's  Building,  550-558  Sacramento   St. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL 

Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  Seattle     LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles     B.  A.  SIFFORD,  Portland 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  tlie  rate  of  "  Dollar  for  Dollar." 

Eastern  Department,  Philadelphia,  FRANK  C.  STURTEVANT.  Manager. 

Middle  East  Department,  Pittsburg,  LOGUE  BROS.  &  CO.,  Gen'l  Agts. 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 

OF  LIVERPOOL,  ENG. 


New  York  Department 

57   and   59    William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


LONDON & 
I  LANCASHIRE  I 

■    FIRE    L 

I  INSUItANCE  COMPANY  * 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 

Geo.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt.     San  Francisco    W.  B.  Hopkins,  local  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt..     Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
SPECIAL   AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond .San  Franci.-ico  David  H.  Parry Seattle 

W.  W.  Gilmore Sacramento  N.  Gardner Denver 

J.P.Hague      Los  Angeles  N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr Salt  Lake  City 

G.  L.  Goodell Portland 
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Dacific  Coast 
r^asualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR—AUTOMOBILE—PERSONAL AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 

SAN    FRANCISCO 


CASUALTY 

The  Pacific  Casualty  &  Surety  Asso- 
ciation of  San  Francisco  will  have  a 
Joyful  time  and  Ramm  home  some 
sad  truths,  from  Alaska  to  Hawaii, 
and  from  Rockies'  tips  westward,  cut- 
ting out  the  chief  sinner,  Califor- 
nia. 

LIFE 

The  66th  annual  report  of  the 
Australian  Mutual  Provident  Society 
shows  a  good  business  despite  the 
drouth  and  business  depression.  $33,- 
600,000  new  ordinary  insurance  was 
written,  under  23,228  ix)licies,  and 
about  $1,000,000  industrial  insurance 
under  25,580  policies.  The  society 
now  has  $166,454,870  assets.  This  is 
a  wonderful  showing  for  a  country 
with  the  population  of  Australia. 


1:3=*  Special  Rates  per 


50  COPIES 

100  COPIES 

500  COPIES 

1000  COPIES 

The  Coast  Review^ s 
Pacific  Fire  Chart 

FIVE    YEARS'    COMPARATIVE    FIGURES    OF    GENERAL    and  COAST 
BUSINESS  -   PRESENT  CAPITAL  and   NET  SURPLUS 

Five  Years'  Assets  -  Unearned  Premiums  -  Liabilities  -  Surplus  to  Policy- 
holders    Five    Years'    Premiums  -  Losses    -    Expenses   and   Ratios 

Five  Years'  Pacific  We^  Premiums  -  Losses  and  Ratios 

OF  ALL    COMPANIES   IN  THIS   FIELD 
Company  Business    by  Coast  States,  and  San  Francisco  Agency  Business — 
San  Francisco  and  Coast. 

SINGLE    COPIES    25  cts. 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,  1915,   $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
2  0  1    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,  Manager 
S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW,  "  " 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell    C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A.  Lathrop 


TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast  Review  for   Special  Offer  to 
new  subscribers, 

FIRE 
Will  Close  at  Five 

Beginning  May  1  and  continuing 
through  the  summer,  local  fire  insur- 
ance agents'  offices  at  Jackson,  Miss., 
will  be  closed  daily  at  5  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  except  Saturdays,  when  the 
closing  hour  will  be  2  p.  m. — N.  0. 
Vindicator. 

What  time  do  they  close  in  winter? 
8  or  9  or  10? 

$100,000  Fire  At  Portland 

Portland,  Or.,  June  9. — Fire  at  1 
o'clock  this  morning  destroyed  the 
Standard  box  factory  and  rapidly 
spread  to  nearby  water  front  property 
and  did  damage  estimated  above 
$100,000. 


TKe 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts, 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
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These  American  Companies  are  **Home  Industries.  ** 
They  deserve  your  support. 


Continental  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY  EVANS,   President 

Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  332  South  LaSalle    Street,  Chicago 

Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY   EVANS,  President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  137  South   LaSalle  Street,  Chicago 

Fidelity  [  Fire  ]  Underwriters  of  New  York 

Combined  Assets,  $43,000,032*  Policyholders^  Surplus,  $23,087,709 

^Includes  excess  deposit  of  $132,846  in  Canada  and  New  Mexico 

Home  Office:    80  Maiden   Lane,  New  York 


Pinion  ^/uur^ance  cfocletu 


Li  mited 


OF    LONDON 

Institntsd  during  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  A.  D.  1714 


^aw  Pinion  ^  Mock  A/^V  "S 


Insurance  Company 

Limited 
OF  LONDON 


FOUNDED  A.D.    I806 

PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 
Insurance  Exchansre,  ...  San  Francisco 

HARRY   H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW.  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:      F.   A.   STAHL,  San   Francisco;  F.   F.    RICHARDS,    Los  Angeles: 

\V.  J.  KULP,  Denver,  Colo.;        M.  B.  BOOTHBY,   Portland.  Ore. 
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LIFE 

Presentation    to    the    General    Manager 

The  Australian  Mutual  Provident 
presented  General  Manager  Teece  with 
a  portrait  of  himself.  The  likeness 
was  so  good  that  Mr.  Teece,  in  reply, 
said:  "In  his  celebrated  oration  over 
Caesar's  dead  body,  Marc  Antony  re- 
marked, 'the  evil  that  men  do  lives 
after  them,  the  good  is  oft  interred 
with  their  bones.'  Common  experi- 
ence teaches  us  how  true  this  is.  How- 
ever conspicuous  our  lives  may  have 
been,  however  large  a  space  we  have 
filled  in  the  public  eye,  the  relentless 
march  of  time  dims  the  spectacle  of 
our  existence  and,  except  to  our  imme- 
diate successors,  we  become  a  part  of 
forgotten  history.  I  regard  myself, 
therefore,  as  being  specially  favored, 
in  that  the  directors,  both  at  the  head 
office  and  branches,  have  paid  me  the 
great  compliment  of  rescuing  me  from 
oblivion  by  presenting  me  with  this 
picture  to  keep  my  memory  green  in 
the  future  life  of  the  society.  I  deem 
myself  specially  privileged  in  that  I 
have  been  permitted  to  play  a  part, 
more  or  less  prominent,  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  in  the  progress  and 
development  of  this  great  institution, 
which  more  than  any  other  in  this 
commonwealth  has  been  intimately 
associated  with  the  inner  life  and  the 
material  progress  of  the  community." 

The  Knights  of  St.  George  at  Pitts- 
burg* are  planning  to  establish  the 
Knights  Life  Ins.  Co.  to  write  indus- 
trial insurance  on  the  lives  of  children 
of  the  order. 

Commissioner  Mansfield  of  Connecti- 
cut will  grant  agents'  licenses  to  insur- 
ance clerks  and  other  part  time  agents. 


Large    Bronze    Medal    Awarded    the 
Prudential 

The  Exposition  commissioners  had 
designated  one  day  as  "Prudential 
Day' '  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the 
company's  ordinary  agencies  SlOO,- 
000  League  business  conference  which 
brought  in  Prudential  field  managers 
and  special  agents  from  nearly  every 
state  in  the  Union.  The  result  was 
the  biggest  day  for  the  Exposition 
since  it  began.  It  was  estimated  at 
midnight  that  200,000  people  jammed 
the  Zone  at  night.  Prudentially,  the 
day  opened  with  a  big  crowd  at  Fes- 
tival Hall  in  the  Exposition  grounds 
at  11  a.  m.  Mr.  Edward  D.  Duffield, 
Fourth  Vice  President  of  the  Pruden- 
tial, presided  and  introduced  Commis- 
sioner W.  L.  Hathaway  of  the  Ex- 
position Commission,  who  made  a  brief 
talk,  at  the  end  of  which  he  presented 
a  large  bronze  medal  to  the  company, 
through  Mr.  Duffield,  as  evidence  of 
the  commission's  appreciation  and  in 
recognition  of  the  Prudential's  stand- 
ing in  the  insurance  world. 

The  Prudential  officials  from  the 
home  office  attending  the  Exposition 
were:  Wilbur  S.  Johnson,  second  vice 
president;  Edward  D.  Duffield,  fourth 
vice  president;  George  B.  Speer,  Fred 
W.  Tasney  and  George  W.  Munsick, 
assistant  secretaries;  .J.  Allen  Patton, 
associate  medical  director;  Frederick 
H.  .Johnston,  associate  actuary;  Har- 
vey Thomas,  supervisor  of  publica- 
tions; Edward  S.  Andrews,  manager 
Atlantic  division;  Cyrus  H.  Lang, 
manager  Western  division,  ordinary 
agencies.  In  all  about  300  Prudential 
men  helped  to  celebrate  "Prudential 
Day"  at  the  fair. 
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THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY   OF  AMERICA." 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 

Net  Surplus 
$6,668,448.39 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 


ncorporated    1819 


Cash  Assets  Now 

$23,400,526.99 

Losses  Paid 

in 

96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 


All  Losses  Paid  In  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  M.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON,  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents 

Main  Office,    301    California  Street 
SAN    FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS 

J.  A.  MURPHY,  General  Adjuster 

A     H.F.MILLS.  JOHN   P.   BREEDEN,  GEO.  F.  ROBERTS,  FRED  H.  R.^OADS,  H.E.  O'BRIEN,     f\ 

\j  J.   A.  GALLAGHER.  G.  S.   MARINER.  E.   V.  CULVER.  W 

IP  This  Company  has  absolutely  xo  connection  with  any  other  corporation  It 

(l  bearing  the  name  of  ^Etna.  I) 

0<ir>00<z>OCKZ>)0<::i>00<z>0  0<z:>OQ<ii>0()<z>00<z:>00<=>) 


HARTFORD  FIRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,    MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 

Assets.  January  1.1915,     $26,954,099  46 
Surplus  to  Policyholders,  9,543,103  12 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND,  Assistant  General  Agent 

430  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 
441  CALIFORNIA  8T. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E.  DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 
3.  3.  DENNIS,  Portland,  Ore. 
MILTON  E.  SPAULDING,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
ROBERT  E.  DOLLARD,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
W.  S.  DENNIS,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
L.  H.  EARLE,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


C.  E.  MILLER,  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah 
NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane,  Wash. 
P.  H.  GRIFFITH,  Los  Angeles,   CaL 
ERNEST  E.  PRICE,  Los  Angeles,  CaL 


Pacific  West  Insurance  Review 


No.  628 


Established  1871 


JUNE,  1915 
Xne  Coast  Revie^v 

INSURANCE 

Subscription,  $3  a  Year  In  the  44th  Year  Foreign,  $3.50 

Vohime  88  San  Francisco,    CaHfornia,   U.  S.  A.  Number  Six 

Entered  at  San  Francisco  Postoffice  as  second-class  mail  matter 


This  month  has  been  made 
interesting  by  several  events  and  changes. 
The  Fireman's  Fund  lias  moved  into  its 
splendid  new  home  office  building.  Tliere 
was  a  shivering  earth  in  southern  Cali- 
fornia which  did  a  little  damage  and 
started  four  fires.  The  control  of  the 
Equitable  Life  has  again  changed,  at  a 
big  advance  in  price.  Despite  trustees, 
one  wealthy  man  is  in  control  of  this  big 
concern.  This  is  not  good  for  the  com- 
pany nor  for  the  business.  California's 
governor  vetoed  the  anti- rebate  and  the 
brokers'  license  bills.  Life  men  are  poor 
politicians. 

Fire  commissions  and  broker- 
ages are  still  increasing  in  this  country. 
Hush!  don't  tell  it  to  Governor  Johnson. 
In  thirty  years  the  percentage  of  fire 
commissions  and  brokerages  to  fire 
premiums  has  increased  50  percent. 

tt 
Insurance  taxes  of  all  kinds 
are  increasing,  but  Governor  Johnson  in 
his  message  of  January,  1917,  will  not 
mention  that  fact,  though  such  taxes  are 
an  element  of  the  cost  of  insurance  paid 
by  the  people. 

XX 

"Trident"     rhymes     with 
Orient,  Occident,  accident,  independent. 
This  is  a  hint  to  the  four  insurance  poets 


of  San  Francisco.     "The  Trident"  looks 
well. 

XX 

By  aP    means   advise   your 
friends  to  visit   the  San   Francisco  fair 
first.     They  will  then  give  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  special   exhibits  at  the   San 
Diego  fair. 

We  are  arranging  our  Legal 
Eeports  so  that  they  may  be  transferred 
to  your  Legal  Scrap  Book.  Cut  out  the 
digests  and  paste  them  into  your  book, 
under  suitable  general  headings,  and 
you'll  soon  have  a  Law  Book  of  great 
value. 

XX 

It    is    estimated    that    fatal 

accidents   in   this   country   average   500 

a    week,   and    the    number  of    4- weeks 

disability    accidents    average    14,000    a 

week. 

n 

The  "West  Coast-San  Fran- 
cisco  Life  Ins.  Co.  of   San  Francisco  is 
the   second  largest   life   insurance  com- 
pany west  of  the  Missouri  river.     It  has 
$30,000,000  insurance  in  force. 

$t 
The  busy  Japanese  are  pre- 
paring to  engage  in  industrial   life  and 
disability  insurance. 
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As  Against 

Owner  of  Lien 

Purchaser  of  land  subject  to  a  vendor's 
lien,  but  who  assumed  no  personal  liability 
on  the  purchase-money  notes,  and  who  in- 
sured premises  for  his  own  benefit,  held 
entitled  to  proceeds  as  against  owner  of  the 
lien.— Gassaway  v.  Browning,  175  S.  W.  481. 


Where  Notary 

Is  interested 

Where  proof  of  loss  was  defective  because 
the  notary  before  whom  it  was  sworn  was 
interested,  the  insurer  to  raise  that  question 
must  object  to  it  on  that  ground. — Hanover 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  v.  Huff,  175  S. 
W.  465. 

Failen  Building 

Standard  Clause 
A  clause  of  a  policy  rendering  it  void  if 
the  building  or  any  part  thereof  fell,  except 
as  a  result  of  fire,  held  not  to  preclude  re- 
covery on  the  policy,  where  the  evidence 
showed  that  no  substantial  part  of  the  build- 
ing had  fallen  or  become  untenantable,  and 
that  plaintiff  had  not  abandoned  it  before 
the  fire. 

Misstatements  iVIade 
By  Insured 

Misstatements  in  insured's  sworn  state- 
ment, made  after  a  fire  as  to  the  personalty 
destroyed,  held  not  to  preclude  recovery, 
where  it  did  not  appear  that  they  were 
willfully  or  intentionally  made  to  defraud. — 
Phenix  Ins.  Co.  of  Brooklyn  v.  Jones,  85 
S.  E.  206. 

Dynamite  Damage 

Not  a  Riot  Loss 
Evidence  that  before  the  fire  plaintiff's 
house  had  on  several  occasions  been  dam- 
aged by  dynamite  thrown  or  placed  by  an 
unknown  person  or  persons  held  not  to  pre- 
clude recovery  under  an  insurance  policy 
relieving  the  insurer  from  liability  for  loss 
due  to  riot. 


Liability  of 

Local  Agent 

An  agent  held  personally  liable  on  a  policy 
procured  by  him  in  a  company  not  author- 
ized to  do  business  in  the  state. — Drummond 
V.  White-Swearingen  Eealty  Co.,  165  S.  W. 
20. 

Misstatements 

On  evidence  in  actions  on  automobile  pol- 
icies, held,  that  whether  alleged  misstate- 
ments were  made  as  to  year  of  models,  and 
whether  they  they  were  material,  were 
questions  for  the  jury. — Locke  v.  Royal  Ins. 
Co.,  107  N.  E.  911. 

Verdict 

Excessive 

Verdict  for  full  value  of  wheat  covered  by 
policy  held  excessive;  damaged  wheat  hav- 
ing been  sold  with  plaintiff's  consent  by 
owner  of  warehouse  in  which  it  was  con- 
tained.—Goddard  V.  Northwestern  Mut.  Fire 
Ass'n.  148  P.  893. 

Falseliood 

Not  Material 
Under  Rev.  St.  §  4947,  statement  in  policy 
indemnifying  against  loss  of  dividends  from 
burning  of  corporation  plant,  that  for  three 
years  the  corporation  had  earned  dividends 
of  25  to  30  percent,  held  not  material  to  the 
risk,  so  that  its  falsity  was  no  defense. — 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Lester,  176  S.  W.  602. 

Premium 
Note 

Nonpayment  of  note  for  insurance  prem- 
ium held  not  to  affect  the  insurance  in  the 
absence  of  any  provision  to  that  effect  in 
the  note,  the  policy,  or  a  certificate  of 
assignment. 

Change  of 
Title 

Policy  held  not  invalidated  by  deed  to  H. , 
to  which  change  of  title  insurance  agent 
consented,  though  H.  had  not  bought  the 
land,  the  deed  having  been  made  by 
direction  of  real  estate  agents. — Camden 
Fire  Ins.  Ass'n.  v.  Bomar,  176  S.  AV.  156. 
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Liability,  Fidelity  and  Svirety  Insurance  in  HigH  Co\irts 


Under  Civ.  Code,  §  2612,  false  statements 
in  letter  or  application  for  a  fidelity  bond, 
declared  by  the  policy  to  be  warranties, 
held  to  make  the  policy  void  ab  initio, 
though  made  in  good  faith. — Wolverine 
Brass  Works  v.  Pacific  Coast  Casualty  Co. 
of  San  Francisco,  146  P.  184. 

Under  policy  indemnifying  against  loss 
for  personal  injuries,  insurer  held  not  liable, 
where  no  part  of  judgment  had  been  paid, 
and,  not  being  liable,  there  was  nothing  for 
the  judgment  creditor  to  attach,  though  in- 
surer defended  tlie  action  against  insured. — 
Fidehty  &  Casualty  Co.  of  New  York  v. 
Martin,  173  S.  W.  307. 


Dishonesty 

Known 

Under  fidelity  bond,  insurer  held  relieved 
of  liability  for  dishonesty  of  president  of 
corporation,  where  the  corporation  never 
notified  it  of  another  act  of  dishonesty 
known  to  it. 


Not  Liable 

Under  surety  bond  insuring  corporation 
against  larceny  or  embezzlement  by  presi- 
dent, insurer  held  not  liable  for  wrongful 
issuance  of  stock  certificates.  —  Dominion 
Trust  Co.  V.  National  Surety  Co.  221  F.  618. 


A.ccident    and    Bxirglary    Insxirance 


The  Words 

"And"  and  Or" 

Under  a  policy  covering  death  by  external, 
violent,  "or"  accidental  means,  held,  that 
insurer  was  liable  where  insured  was  killed 
by  gun  by  another,  wliether  the  fatal  injury 
was  accidental  or  not.  —  Oklahoma  Nat. 
Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Norton,  145  P.  1138. 

Where  insurer  was  liable  under  one 
provision  for  death  from  violent  "or"  acci- 
dental means,  that  an  independent  pro- 
vision stated  a  difi"erent  liability  for  death 
from  violent  "and"  accidental  means  did 
not  relieve  it  where  death  was  from  a  shot 
not  accidental. 

The  words  "or"  and  "and"  could  not  be 
treated  as  interchangeable,  so  as  to  create 
a  liability  only  where  death  resulted  from 
external  and  violent  means  which  were  also 
accidental. 

The  word  "and"  could  not  be  substituted 
for  "or"  to  relieve  the  insurer  from  liabil- 
ity.—Id. 

Cancellation 

No  attempted  cancellation  by  the  insurer 
wiU  be  eflfective  until  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  insured. — New  Amsterdam  Casualty 
Go.  v.  New  Palestine  Bank,  107  N.  E.  554. 


Intoxicated 

An  insurer,  seeking  to  escape  liability  on 
an  accident  policy  providing  for  monthly 
indemnity  for  loss  of  time  resulting  from 
bodily  injuries  on  the  ground  that  assured 
sustained  an  injury  while  under  the  influ- 
ence of  intoxicating  liquor,  or  in  consequence 
thereof,  has  the  burden  of  proving  the 
defense.  —  Reddick  v.  Northern  Accident 
Co.,  165  S.W.  354. 

Limited  to 

Wages  Only 

Assured,  in  an  accident  and  health  policy 
stipulating  for  a  monthly  indemnity  based 
on  the  money  value  of  his  time,  held  en- 
titled to  recover  an  indemnity  to  the  amount 
of  his  wages  only. — Id. 

Visible 

Marks 

Provisions  in  a  policy  requiring  visible 
marks  of  actual  violence  held  to  determine 
an  evidentiary  fact,  and  not  to  provide  that 
it  should  be  the  sole  proof. — National  Surety 
Co.  V.  Silberberg  Bros.,  176  S.  W.  97. 

Slipping  back  of  bolt  in  door,  locked  the 
night  before,  which  was  seen  through  a  nar- 
row space,  held  visible  evidence  and  visible 
marks  of  forceable  entry. — Id. 
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Extension 

of  Premiums 

An  extension  of  the  premiums  of  a  life  in- 
surance policy  held  to  give  the  insured  the 
benefit  of  the  30  days'  grace  for  the  pay- 
ment of  premiums  after  the  expiration  of 
the  extension.— Martin  v.  Mutual  Life  Ins. 
Co.  of  New  York,  176  S.  \V.  266. 

Knowledge  of 

Local  Agent 

The  knowledge  of  the  local  agents,  who 
negotiated  an  insurance  policy,  is  the 
knowledge  of  the  company,  notwithstand- 
ing a  contrary  provision  in  the  application 
or  policy. — Schuler  v.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins. 
Co.,  176  S.  W.  274. 

Deceased 

Beneficiary 
Under  policy  naming  wife  as  beneficiary, 
held,  a  child  of  insured  might  recover  on 
the  policy,  where  the  wife,  surviving  in- 
sured, died  before  receiving  payment. — 
Clarkston  v.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Co., 
176  S.   W.  437. 

Extended 

Insurance 

Under  Mo.  statutes  provision  of  policy  for 
surrendered  value  after  default  payable  on 
subsequent  anniversary  of  issue  held  not  to 
render  inapplicable  statutory  provisions  for 
extended  insurance. — McLeod  v.  John  Han- 
cock Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  176  S.  W.  234. 

Under  statutes  provision  of  policy  for  paid- 
up  insurance  held  not  to  render  inapplicable 
statutory  provisions  for  extended  insurance 
after  default. — Id. 

Policy  Valid  Though  Beneficiary 

Had    No    Insurable    Interest 

One  may  take  out  a  life  policy  and  make 
it  payable  to  one  having  'no  insurable  inter- 
est. 

A  beneficiary  having  no  insurable  interest 
in  the  life  of  insured  held  entitled  to  recover 
on  the  policy,  which  was  valid  at  its  incep- 
tion, though  she  paid  premiums. — Langford 
v.  National  Life  &  Accident  Ins.  Co.,  173  S. 
W.  414. 


Evidence 

of  Sickness 

Evidence  that  the  insured  had  made  a 
claim  for  sick  indemnity,  under  an  accident 
insurance  policy,  held  inadmissable  as  rais- 
ing collateral  issues  in  an  action  on  a  life 
policy  where  the  defense  was  misrepresenta- 
tion. 

Evidence  of  the  sickness  of  insured  after 
the  policy  was  issued  is  inadmissible  to 
establish  misrepresentations,  in  the  absence 
of  an  ofi^er  to  show  that  the  conditions  ex- 
isted when  the  application  was  made. — 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  v.  Witte, 
67  So.  263. 

Suicide  Clause  in 

Effect  on  Renewal 
Second  insurance  policy  issued  after  the 
expiration  of  the  first  held  a  separate  con- 
tract, so  that  whether  decedent's  suicide 
was  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the 
policy  was  determinable  by  the  date  of  the 
second  policy. — Gans  v.  .Etna  Life  Ins.  Co. 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  108  N.  E.  443. 

Partial  Payment  Does 

Not  Keep  Policy  Alive 
The  payment  of  premiums,  as  prescribed 
in  a  life  insurance  policy,  is  necessary  to 
keep  it  in  force.  Even  acceptance  of  a 
partial  payment  will  not  keep  the  policy 
alive  for  a  proportional  part  of  the  year. — 
Clifton  V.  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New 
York,  84  S.  E.  817. 

Change  in 

Beneficiary 

Under  the  clauses  of  a  life  insurance 
policy,  when  construed  together,  held  that  a 
change  in  beneficiaries  is  not  completed 
until  its  indorsement  by  the  company  on 
the  policy. 

One  whom  the  insured  sought  to  designate 
as  beneficiary  under  a  life  insurance  policy 
cannot  recover  under  the  equitable  doctrine 
of  substitution  in  an  action  in  which  the 
former  beneficiary  is  not  a  party.  —  Rumsey 
v.  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.,  147  P.  337. 


We  Suppress  No  Insurance  News 

MUTUAL  FIRE  INSURANCE 
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A  Mean  Fire  Mutual  Trick 

An  adjuster  writes  as  follows: 

"I  was  called  to  settle  a  loss  in  Belling- 
ham  (Wash.)  on  a  $500  policy  in  a  stock 
company,  covering  on  a  dwelling.  The 
value  of  the  building  was  agreed  to  be  §600, 
and  I  was  about  to  make  up  proofs  for  the 
face  of  the  policy  when,  as  a  matter  of  form, 
the  question  was  asked.  Have  you  any  other 
insurance  ?  The  claimant  replied  that  he 
had  $500,  in  a  mutual  company,  but  he  did 
not  think  it  was  any  good.  I  was  obliged  to 
inform  him  that  we  paid  only  such  propor- 
tion of  the  loss  as  our  policy  bore  to  all  other 
insurance,  or  $300;  and  the  proofs  were 
signed  on  this  basis. 

"Visiting  the  headquarters  of  the  mutual 
to  secure  the  number  of  the  claimant's 
policy,  which  had  been  lost,  I  was  asked 
what  information  I  had  secured  regarding 
the  loss.  My  answer  was  that  the  sound 
value  and  loss  were  determined  to  be  $600, 
which  would  be  $300  for  each  company. 
The  answer  was  that  there  was  a  three- 
quarters  clause  in  their  policy,  'Yes'  I 
returned,  'I  realize  that;  after  considering  it, 
and  your  loss  will  be  one-half  of  three- 
quarters  of  $600,  or  $225,  and  the  insured 
therefore  will  recover  from  both  companies 
$525.' 

"The  mutual  secretary  smiled  blandly 
and  said,  'Have  you  read  our  policy?'  at 
the  same  time  handing  me  one  of  their 
certificates.  The  three-quarter  clause  read: 
'This  company  shall  not  be  liable  for  more 
than  three  -  quarters  of  the  actual  cash 
value  of  the  property  insured,  and  in  ascer- 
taining such  actual  cash  value  all  other 
insurance  shall  be  first  deducted. '  The  effect 
of  this  was  that  ray  policy  of  $500  should  be 
deducted  from  the  value  of  $600  as  ascer- 
tained, and  the  tricky  mutual  paid  three- 
quarters  of  the  difference,  or  only  $75.  The 
insured  received  $300  from  the  stock  com- 
pany, and  $75  from  the  mutual,  or  $125  less 
than  he  would  have  received  had  he  not 
had  any  mutual  policy  whatever." 

Property -owners  should  bear  in  mind 
that  generally  any  mutual    policy  covering 


jointly  with  a  stock  company  is  worse  than 
no  mutual  policy  at  all  for  the  mutual 
policy  must  share  the  loss,  must  be  charged 
with  its  proportion,  though  it  never  pay. 
It  makes  the  liability  of  the  genuine  com- 
pany less.  This  is  equally  true  in  the  case 
of  policies  written  by  wildcat  companies. 

Liability  of  Cash-Premium  Members  of  a 
Mutual 

In  Kennan,  receiver,  v.  Rundle  et  al.,  81 
Wis.  212,  under  sec.  1941,  E.  R.  S.,  Wis., 
it  was  held  that  an  assessment  liability 
exists  upon  the  holders  of  all  kinds  of 
policies  (also  in  other  states  and  territories) , 
without  any  limitation  or  exception  what- 
soever. A  cash  policyholder  is  a  member 
of  the  company  and  liable  to  pay  assess- 
ments for  losses.  Assessments  can  be  made 
in  an  unlimited  amount  to  the  extent  of  the 
obligations  of  the  company  or  association. 

The  ground  for  the  decision  of  the  court 
was  that  inasmuch  as  all  of  the  policy- 
holders were  liable  for  an  unlimited  amount 
of  assessuients  to  the  extent  of  the  liabilities 
of  the  company,  it  was  not  within  the 
power  of  the  company  to  exempt  some  of 
its  policyholders  and  make  the  remaining 
ones,  who  signed  the  bond,  alone  responsible 
for  the  payment  of  its  liabilities.  In  its 
opinion  the  court  said: 

Essential  Characteristics  of  Mutual  Insurance 

The  mutuality  of  liability  to  assessment 
and  obligation  to  pay  pro  rata  for  losses  and 
expenses  are  the  essential  and  distinguishing 
characteristics  of  a  mutual  insurance  com- 
pany. When  this  principle  of  mutuality  is 
violated  in  any  essential  particular  of  its 
business  management,  it  so  far  ceases  to  be 
a  mutual  company.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  if  the  money  to  be  paid  for  all  losses 
and  expenses  is  to  be  raised  through  such  a 
guaranty  bond  or  by  other  extraneous 
means  and  the  members  of  the  company  are 
thereby  exc;npted  from  assessments  and 
the  payment  of  their  pro  rata  shares  of  such 
losses  and  expenses  proportionate  to  their 
insurance,  this  essential  feature  of  mutuality 
is  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  company 
ceases  to  be  a  mutual  company. 
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Control  of  Equitable  Life  Again  Changes 

New  Owner  is  Reported  as  Paying  $4,000,000  for  the 
Controlling  $51,000  Capital  Stock,  Costing  the 
Seller  $3,000,000  and  the  Previous  Seller  $2,000,000 
Paid  to  the  Hydes 

The  Equitable  Life  has  again  been  sold ! 
Thomas  Fortune  Ryan  bought  $51,000  of 
$100,000  shares  of  the  capital  stock  from  the 
Hyde  heirs  and  paid  $2,000,000  for  this 
control. 

Ryan  afterward  sold  the  controlling  inter- 
est to  J.  P.  Morgan,  the  great  financier, 
who,  it  is  reported,  paid  $3,000,000  for  it,  a 
profit  of  a  million. 

Meantime  the  control  of  the  aff"airs  of  the 
society  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees, 
who  were  to  represent  the  policyholders  and 
the  owners. 

It  is  now  announced  that  Gen.  T.  Cole- 
man Dupont,  chief  owner  of  the  Equitable 
building,  has  bought  the  $51,000  shares 
wiiich  control  the  Equitable  Life  company, 
paying  $4,000,000  for  it.  This  was  a  profit 
of  another  million.  The  $100,000  stock  pays, 
by  restriction  in  the  charter,  only  7  percent 
annual  interest.  Gen.  Dupont' s  stock  will 
pay  only  $3,570  a  year  on  an  investment 
which  otherwise  should  pay  $200,000. 

Neither  Mr.  Morgan  nor  Mr-  Dupont  said, 
as  Mr.  Ryan  did,  that  he  bought  the  control 
to  protect  the  life  company. 

Is  it  not  within  the  power  of  the  new 
owner  to  reinsure  the  Equitable  Life  and 
distribute  among  tlie  policyholders  their 
share  of  the  surplus  and  distribute  among 
the  stockholders  their  share? 

"We  have  been  informed  that  the  stock- 
holders have  a  valid  claim  for  a  large  slice  of 
the  Equitable  surplus.  It  is  said  that  Mr. 
Dupont  will  support  the  mutualization  of 
the  company  and  will  surrender  his  controll- 
ing interest  to  the  policyholders  for  a  small 
advance  over  the  cost  to  him. 

Wliatever  may  be  the  high  character  and 
good  intentions  of  Mr.  Dupont,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  this  new  transfer  of  the 
Equitable  control  at  a  large  increase  in  the 
price  paid  will  seriously  affect  the   volume 


of  new  business  written   by   the  company 
unless  it  is  speedily  mutualized. 

The  policyholders  should  ascertain  their 
legal  rights  and  the  extent  of  their  interest 
in  the  Equitable  surplus.  They  cannot 
afford  to  allow  the  company  to  be  the  servant 
or  toy  of  wealthy  men  who  pay  millions  to 
control  it  and  who  sell  the  control  at  a  huge 
profit. 


March  and  April   Embezzlements 

Press  notices  and  dispatches,  as  collated 
by  the  fidelity  and  bonding  department  of 
the  Fidelity  and  Casualty  of  New  York, 
indicate  the  following  defalcations  for  the 
months  of  March  and  April,  1915: 

March  April 

Banks  and  trust  companies  .  $  169,172  $   621,632 

Benefit  associations 7,445  79,164 

Public  service 112,675  22,397 

General  business 113.015  52,856 

Insurance  companies  ....        25,013  4,018 

Transportation  companies     .     140,583  7,552 

Court  and  trust  companies  .        93,000  6,100 

Miscellaneous 14,865  5,770 

Totals $  675,768  $   799,489 


Cracked  Crab  Cruel 

Down  in  Los  Angeles  many  strange  things 
happen.  This  latest  tale  must  be  true,  for  a 
newspaper  man  tells  it  and  the  hospital 
surgeon  vouches  for  it.  The  newspaper  man 
seated  himself  in  a  restaurant  and  began  to 
eat  half-cracked  crab.  Handling  one  leg, 
the  claw  snapped  over  his  thumb. 

The  only  objection  to  this  press  report  is 
that  it  isn't  true.  The  fertile  waters  of  the 
harbor  of  Los  Angeles  will  not  grow 
crabs. 


The  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs  has 
lowered  all  salaries  30  percent  and  abolished 
the  supreme  organizer  office,  thereby  saving 
$1,000  a  week. 


The  Union  Mutual  Life  recently  paid 
matured  endowment  policies  at  Forrest  Hill, 
Glendale,  Los  Angeles,  Pacific  Grove,  Sacra- 
mento, San  Lorenzo,  Cal. ;  Portland,  Or. ; 
Burlington,  Port  Gamble,  Seattle,  Wash. ; 
Evanston,  Wyo. ;  and  White  Horse,  Yu- 
kon T. 
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Cosgrove    Appointed    Assistant    Secretary 

John  E.  Cosgrove  of  the  Commercial 
Union  and  the  Palatine  Pacific  department 
has  been  appointed  assistant  secretary  of 
the  California  Insurance  Company,  of  which 
Geo.  W.  Brooks  is  secretary.  He  succeeds 
J.  W.  Warner,  resigned. 


Los  Angeles  Will  Have  2-Platoon   System 
Soon 

At  the  recent  city  election  Los  Angeles 
voters  who  are  not  taxpayers  voted  to  have 
a  two-platoon  system  in  the  fire  department. 
This  doubles  the  number  of  firemen. 

The  new  firemen  will  be  appointed  in 
August,  when  the  two-platoon  system  will 
go  into  effect. 

Under  the  new  system  the  day  shift  will 
be  on  duty  only  10  hours  and  the  night 
shift  14  hours.  The  entrance  salary  has 
also  been  increased  from  $80  to  $85  per 
month,  with  a  gradual  increase  each  year, 
until  the  maximum  of  $100  per  month  is 
reached  the  fourth  year. 

Applicants  must  have  lived  in  Los  Angeles 
continuously  for  the  past  year,  be  registered 
voters,  and  be  between  the  ages  of  21  and 
35  years.  The  minimum  height  is  5  feet  6f 
inches  and  the  minimum  weight  137|  pounds 
stripped. 


Insurance  Awards  at  the  World's  Fair 

Grand  Prize — The  Prudential. 

Medal  of  Honor — The  Metropolitan  Life. 

Gold  Medal — ^Etna  Life  accident  depart- 
ment. 

Gold  Medal — The  Collective  Insurance  and 
Universal  Safety  Exhibit. 

Gold  Medal — Independent  Order  of  Forest- 
ers. 

Gold  Medal  —  "Workmen's  Compensation 
Service  Bureau. 

Bronze  Medal — Hartford  Fire. 

Bronze  Medal  —  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America, 

Bronze  Medal — Royal  Neighbors  of  Amer- 
ica. 


Pacific  Mutual  Examination 

Realizing  that  an  official  examination  in 
the  hands  of  our  field  representatives  is  the 
best  evidence  ofthe  very  substantial  progress 
which  the  company  has  made  during  recent 
years,  the  officers  of  the  Pacific  Mutual 
Life  have  requested  the  committee  on 
examinations  of  the  Xational  Convention  of 
Insurance  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States  to  verify  the  annual  report  of  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1914,  and  prepare  an  official  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  company  as  of 
June  30,  1915,  for  the  benefit  of  its  many 
policyholders  throughout  the  country.  The 
committee  on  examinations  appointed  the 
insurance  commissioners  of  Oklahoma  and 
Virginia  to  assist  the  California  insurance 
department  in  this  work,  which  is  now  in 
progress  by  three  examiners. 


Arson  at  Los  Angeles.  —  Papers  full  of 
accounts  of  arrest  of  several  people  believed 
to  be  members  of  an  arson  gang.  Fires  of 
suspicious  origin  have  occurred  in  several 
parts  of  this  city  but  notably  in  the  Latin 
quarter.  F.  G.  Anselm  and  wife  Flora  of 
9th  and  Los  Angeles  streets;  Rosso  Guzzo, 
3342  Enterprise;  Villa  Garafalo,  2S11  North 
Main;  Domenco  La  Turco,  1411  San  Pablo, 
are  in  jail.  Other  arrests  are  expected. 
Papers  say  one  company  has  in  one  year 
paid  $2.50,000  fraudulent  claims  in  this  city, 
but  of  course  this  is  a  ridiculous  statement. 


Adin,  Modoc  co.,  Cal.,  June  21.  —  Both 
sides  of  chief  street  burned  today.  Fire 
started  in  North's  store.     Loss  $22,01)0. 


San  Francisco. — A  4-story  Class  C  building 
will  soon  go  up  on  Sansome  street,  next  to 
the  Mutual  Life  building,  where  the  old 
State  Investment  was.  The  Fire  Associa- 
tion and  Philadelphia  L^nderwriters  (Man- 
ager Frank  M.  Avery)  will  occupy  the 
ground  floor. 


The  Frankfort  General  is  cutting  down 
expenses,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
acquisition  cost  law. 


Some  300  plate  glass  windows  were  broken 
by  the  "war"  explosion  of  giant  power  on 
the  sound  at  Seattle;  and  5,000  window 
panes  were  broken.  The  plate  glass  ins. 
companies  are  trying  to  look  pleasant. 
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A  California  law  says,  in  fact,  the  insur- 
ance commissioner  must  know  nothing 
about  insurance.  This  law  has  never,  up  to 
the  present  minute,  been  brolven  by  any 
governor   when    appointing    an     insurance 

commissioner. 

»         »         * 

The  days  are  here,  the  happiest  of  the 
year,  when  we  drop  our  vocations  and  take 
up  onr  avocations  and  have  our  vacations. 

*  *         « 

At  Sacramento  a  legislator,  member  of  a 
committee  who  had  been  listening  to  pro- 
tests, said:  "Some  of  you  insurance  men 
use    too    big  words.      I  don't   understand 

them." 

*  *         * 

Men  are  most  likely  to  die  between  the 
ages  of  65  and  69.     Women  are  most  likely 

to  dye  between  the  ages  of  30  and  70. 

*  *         » 

The  companies  or  managers  know  tliey 
can  get  along  without  news  or  statistics  or 
publicity  or  the  insurance  journalist;  and 
he  knows  he  can  get  along  without  the 
companies,  for  he  knows  he  can  successfully 
run  a  company  of  his  own  any  day.  Which 
is  the  reason  he  writes  so  wisely  and  con- 
vincingly on  How  to  Conduct  the  Insurance 

Business. 

*  «         * 

There  recently  passed  away  in  a  bay  city 
a  descendant  of  a  brother  or  cousin  of 
George  Washington.  He  was  a  government 
employee  and  an  artist.  He  was  "built" 
like  the  Father  of  his  Country  and  doubtless 
resembled  him.  He  told  me  that  George 
had  descendants  living. 

*  *         * 

Running  over  old  Coast  Reviews  I  note 
the  fact  that  a  few  Coast  insurance  men 
have  committed  suicide.  Several  causes 
were:  insanity,  loss  of  good  position, 
embezzlement  and  arrest  or  fear  of  it, 
women,  whiskey,  blindness,  failure.  There 
was   also  a    shooting    affair,  which  did  not 

end  fatally. 

*  »         * 

There  are  very  few  complete  editions  of 
the  Coast  Review.  Possibly  there  is  none, 
for  we  doubt  if  anybody  has  copies  of  the 


first  four  issues  —  September,  October, 
November  and  December,  1871.  Three  of 
these  issues  contained  accounts  of  the 
Chicago  fire  and  special  advertisements  of 
the  local  and  other  companies  interested  in 
that  bankrupting  loss. 

*  *         * 

Young,  ambitious  men  engaged  in  Coast 
insurance  should  procure  a  file  of  the  Coast 
Review,  or  as  near  a  complete  file  as 
possible.  It  will  soon  be  too  late.  The 
various  numbers  of  this  journal  present  a 
history  of  the  events  and  practices  and 
progress  of  insurances  not  only  in  this  field 
but  in  the  world.  Among  our  "Chips"  is 
a  suggestion  of  where  such  a  file  may  be 
procured  at  a  reasonable  price. 

*  *         * 

Before  me  is  a  picture,  a  half-tone,  of  a 
complimentary  banquet  in  Maine.  The 
diners  look  very  solemn.  The  reason  ia 
very  apparent.  The  tables  are  covered 
with  bottles  but  they  are  salt  and  pepper 
bottles.  Every  man's  hand  is  under  the 
table.  But  do  my  eyes  deceive  me?  No; 
for  in  plain  sight,  doubtless  overlooked,  is 
a  filled  wineglass.  The  owner  didn't  have 
time  to  thrust  this  wineglass  under  the 
table  when  the  flash-light  was  flashed. 
»         *         * 

Poor  old  Europe  is  now  filled  with  cripples, 
orphans,  widows  and  old  maids — victims  of 
this  greatest  of  wars.  The  dead  are  legion, 
buried  in  sea  and  trench.  And  not  the 
least  of  the  evils  is  the  possibility  that 
world-wide  boycotts,  a  generation  long,  may 
follow  the  anguish  and  bitterness  of  slaugh- 
tering strife. 

*  «         * 

The  most  serious  troubles  in  this  short 
life  are  the  imaginary  ones. 

*  *         * 

All  the  warring  nations  are  now  trench- 
ing. After  this  cruel  war  is  over  they  all 
will  be  re-trenching. 

*  »         » 

In  the  Pacific  West  the  fire  underwriters 
made  a  million  more  underwriting  profit 
than  they  did  in  all  the  Western  Union 
field,  last  year. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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Acknowledgments 

Best's  Insurance  Reports,  Fire  and  Marine, 
1915. 

"Tlie  Problem  of  High  Taxes  in  San 
Francisco,"  is  a  discussion  of  some  of  the 
avoidable  causes  of  waste  and  inefficiency  in 
transacting  the  city's  business.  It  is  issued 
by  the  California  State  Tax  Association. 

The  Insurance  Almanac,  1915,  published 
by  the  Weekly  Underwriter  gives  "official 
information  on  all  lines  of  insurance  facts, 
figures,  names,  dates,  laws,  taxes,  fees, 
legislation,  calendars  of  insurance  events, 
general  information  and  complete  index." 
Price,  |1. 

Connecticut  Insurance  Report,  Part  II, 
devoted  to  life,  accident,  casualty,  fidelity 
and  surety  business  of  1914.  Compliments 
of  Burton  Mansfield,  insurance  commis- 
sioner. 

From  the  Sanborn  Map  Co.  we  are  iu 
receipt  of  a  3x10  ft.  map  of  the  P.  P.  I.  E. 
showing  in  detail  the  location  of  all  the 
exhibit  palaces,  concessions,  high  pressure 
mains,  hydrants,  fire  alarm  boxes,  etc.,  etc. 
It  also  gives  the  dimensions  of  the  various 
buildings,  and  of  course  indicates,  by  means 
of  colors,  their  composition,  whether  of 
wood,  brick  or  concrete.  It  is  geometrically 
correct  in  every  way,  is  printed  on  cloth 
and  speaks  well  for  the  Sanborn  Map  com- 
pany. 

Pasadena  Doctor  Sued  for  $125,000 

Mrs.  Annie  L.  Caldwell,  wife  of  Thomas 
Caldwell,  Pasadena,  yesterday  filed  a  $125,- 
000  malpractice  suit  against  Dr.  F.  C.  C. 
Mattison  of  Pasadena. 

Mrs.  Caldwell  states  Dr.  Mattison  had 
been  a  close  friend  and  that  in  1910  he 
induced  her  to  allow  him  to  operate  upon 
her.  He  wanted  nothing  for  his  services, 
she  alleges,  but  she  made  him  a  present  of 
a  $150  diamond  ring. 

She  alleges  that  he  performed  a  different 
operation  than  that  he  agreed  to  perform 
and  as  the  result  her  health  has  been  im- 
paired. 


Fraternal    Rates    Upheld   in    Washington 

Olympia,  Wash.,  June  5. — The  supreme 
court  decided,  in  the  case  of  Jesse  Thomas 
against  Knights  of  the  Maccabbees  of  the 
World,  that  fraternal  insurance  societies 
have  full  authority  to  increase  their  assess- 
ments to  an  amount  that  will  enable  them 
to  pay  out  on  their  insurance,  notwithstand- 
ing any  statements  to  the  contrary  made  in 
membership  certificates. 

The  court  also  ruled  that  aside  from  the 
general  principles  of  law,  the  strict  terms  of 
the  Washington  insurance  code  would  not 
allow  the  Maccabees  to  continue  doing  an 
insurance  business  under  the  assessment 
plan  at  rates  that  would  not  pay  out  accord- 
ing to  accepted  mortality  tables. 

The  governing  body  of  the  Maccabees  in- 
creased Thomas'  monthly  assessment  from 
90  cents  to  $l.Go. 

Tliis  ruling  may  apply  to  fire  mutuals,  as 
to  the  "strict  terms,'  of  the  Washington  in- 
surance code,  for  the  mutuals'  rates — those 
doing  a  general  business — are  certainly  too 
low  to  pay  fire  claims  in  full. 


Liability  Act  Construed 

Washington  Junel. — Inthefirst  decision 
under  the  1910  amendment  to  the  federal 
employers'  liability  law,  the  supreme  court 
today  held  that  an  administrator  is  per- 
mitted to  recover  both  for  pecuniary  loss  to 
an  employee's  estate  and  for  the  pain  and 
suffering  endured  by  the  deceased. 


Royal  Arcanum  Council  Wins 

Washington,  June  1. — The  power  of  the 
supreme  council  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  to 
amend  its  by-laws  to  change  its  insurance 
assessments  was  upheld  today  by  the  supreme 
court.  The  decision  is  the  culmination  of  a 
long  and  bitter  fight. 


The  Union  Mutual  Life  is  desirous  to  find 
Charles  O.  Tilton,  First  and  Brannan  sts., 
San  Francisco.  Insurance  is  due  him  or  his 
heirs. 
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Memorial    Tribute    to    Secretary-Manager 
Spencer 

The  members  of  the  Insurance  Brokers 
Exchange  of  San  Francisco  in  meeting 
assembled  this  12th  day  of  May,  1915,  tak- 
ing cognizance  of  the  passing  of  their  late 
secretary-manager,  David  A.  Spencer,  desire 
to  record  the  expression  of  their  great  sor- 
row in  the  loss  of  an  honored  friend  and 
able,  upright  and  earnest  counsellor,  through 
whose  rare  discernment,  unfailing  devotion 
and  singleness  of  purpose,  more  than  to 
any  other  factors,  the  organization,  up- 
building and  development  of  their  Exchange 
have  been  accomplished.  From  the  incep- 
tion of  the  Insurance  Brokers  Exchange  in 
1906  and  until  the  last  day  of  his  life,  he 
served  its  best  interests  with  distinguished 
ability,  fairness  to  all,  unswerving  fidel- 
ity and  uniform  courtesy.  In  the  long 
record  of  activities  which  mark  the  history 
of  this  Exchange,  there  has  been  no  import- 
ant matter  in  which  his  wise  judgment  and 
earnest  nature  have  not  been  of  inestimable 
value  and  many  of  its  most  serious  problems 
have  been  solved  by  his  patient  and  careful 
study.  To  one  and  all,  he  was  ever  ready 
to  render  advice  and  assistance.  He  was 
moulded  a  true  gentleman  and  his  kindness 
and  consideration  won  for  him  in  life  the 
respect  and  love  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact  and  an  enduring  place  in  the 
hearts  of  his  associates. 

Recalling  his  many  virtues  and  sterling 
worth,  we  feel  that  it  is  eminently  fit  that 
we  should  in  some  way,  however  inadequate, 


express  the  high  esteem  in  which  we  held 
him ; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Insurance  Brokers  Exchange 
hereby  place  upon  their  minutes  this  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  David  A.  Spencer,  and 
that  an  engrossed  copy  thereof  be  sent  to 
his  bereaved  family. 

And  be  it  further  resolved  that  we  convey 
to  his  beloved  wife  and  the  members  of  his 
family  and  to  his  friends  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy and  sentiments  of  condolence  in  their 
irreparable  loss. 


British    Columbia 

Some  57  companies  and  "underwriters" 
report  to  us  their  1914  experience  in  British 
Columbia.  Their  average  51.2  percent  loss 
ratio  is  doubtless  that  of  those  companies 
reporting  to  Montreal. 


Write  in  Saskatchewan 

.Etna,  California,  Detroit  F.  &  M., 
Fidelity- Phenix,  Firemens,  Germania,  Ins. 
Co.  State  of  Penn.,  Nat.  Ben  Franklin, 
National  Union,  Niagara-Detroit,  Niagara, 
Northwestern  National,  Scottish  Union  & 
National  write  in  Saskatchewan.  In  1914 
they  wrote  $111,517  premiums  in  the  prov- 
ince, with  a  loss  ratio  of  50.7  percent. 


Write  in  Alberta 

.Etna,  California,  Detroit  F.  &  M. , 
Fidelity-Phenix,  Fire  Association,  Firemans 
Fund,  Firemens,  Germania,  Ins.  Co.  State 
of  Penn.,  National  Ben  Frankliia,  National 
Union,  Niagara- Detroit,  Niagara,  North- 
western National,  Scottish  Union  &  National 
write  in  Alberta.  In  1914  they  wrote  $200,- 
030  in  the  province  and  incurred  39  percent 
losses. 


Write  on  Mexico  Property 

Atlas,  Colonial  Underw. .  Connecticut, 
Fire  Association,  Firemans  Fund,  Hartford, 
National,  Newark,  Niagara,  "Westchester 
write  on  property  in  Mexico.  In  1914  they 
wrote  86,308  premiums  and  incurred  §11,428 
losses,  the  latter  borne  by  three  companies. 


Coast  Review  Extra 


225 


Sutter  1732 

This  is  the  new  telephone  number  of  the 
Coast  Keview.  We  are  now  in  the  "Sutter" 
district  and  not  "Kearny,"  and  it  was 
therefore  necessary  to  change  the  number. 


High  Expense  Rate 

In  1914  the  fire  and  fire-marine  expense 
rate  in  this  country  was  40.7  percent  of  the 
receiv'ed  premiums.  A  quarter-centuty  ago 
it  was  about  33.0.  Tlie  rate  has  been 
steadily  rising.  For  ten  years  past  it  aver- 
aged 38.9  percent  of  the  premiums  received. 


Tlie  Coast  Review  Fire  Chart  is  snis 
generis.  It  is  instructive,  tells  the  local 
agent  and  broker  what  they  ought  to  know, 
serves  them  and  their  clients,  and  helps  to 
eliminate  weak  couipanies  that  were  better 
reinsured.  The  weak  companies  never  send 
this  Chart  to  their  agents.  Pick  out  the 
companies  that  will  retire  this  year. 


Lecture. — The  associate  members  of  the 
F.  U.  A.  P.  on  the  evening  of  June  21  in 
the  Board  assembly  room  will  listen  to 
Benj.  F.  Cator,  on  "Surety  and  Fidelity 
Insurance."  Managers,  clerks  and  all  who 
do  not  know  it  all  are  invited. 


The  great  dynamite  explosion  at  Seattle 
caused  vibrations  which  set  off  several  fire 
alarms.  There  appears  to  be  no  ground  to 
doubt  the  assertion  that  somebody  delil)er- 
ately  caused  the  explosion.  The  bay  was 
still,  the  scow  was  at  anchor  and  there  was 
no  collision. 


Mrs.  Lucile  Field  of  Ross,  Marin  county, 
Cal.,  whose  sensational  charges  against  the 
Rev.  Hubert  Cowley-Carroll  were  the  cause 
of  an  investigation  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Episcopal  diocese  two  years  ago,  narrowly 
escaped  death  in  a  fire,  which  destroyed  her 
home  in  the  early  morning  of  May  31.  ]Mrs. 
Field  said  that  one  of  her  cats  tripped  her 
up  while  she  was  carrying  a  kerosene  lamp. 
The  lamp  broke  and  set  fire  to  the  house. 

When  I  am  indisposed  I  look  at  the  S 
mark  in  a  British  paper  and  am  amused 
into  health  and  hilarity. 


State    of    New    York    Department    Report 

There  Was  An  Underwriting  Loss 

Albany,  May  31,  1915. 

Part  I  of  the  annual  report  of  the  New 
York  state  insurance  department  covering 
the  audited  statements  of  the  264  fire,  fire- 
marine  and  marine  insurance  companies  for 
1914  authorized  to  transact  the  above  classes 
of  business  in  this  state  was  today  given  to 
the  public  by  Superintendent  of  Insurance 
Hasbrouck. 

A  summary  of  the  operations  and  financial 
condition  of  these  companies  shows  that 
they  held  on  December  31  last,  admitted 
assets  of  $733,836,069,  an  increase  of 
§34,484,264  over  1913.  The  liabilities,  ex- 
cluding capital,  are  stated  to  have  been 
§407,227,481,  an  increase  of  $27,382,839  over 
the  previous  year. 

The  total  income  was  ^425,983,160,  an 
increase  of  $24,606,096.  Of  the  income 
$375,878,661  was  for  premiums,  being  an 
increase  in  premiums  of  $21,856,685.  The 
total  disbursements  were  $403,992,837, 
exceeding  those  of  1913  by  $27,875,578.  The 
loss  payments  to  policyholders  shows  the 
large  increase  of  $23,548,914,  the  amount  of 
unpaid  loss  claims  also  being  very  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The  total  insurance  in  force  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  $61,500,000,000,  an  increase  of 
about  §4,000,000,000.  The  underwriting 
results  based  on  earned  premiums  show  a 
loss  from  underwriting  of  $549,193.  The 
gain  from  investments  was  $31,147,544;  the 
loss  to  surplus,  due  to  dividends,  balance  of 
remittances  to  and  from  the  home  offices  of 
foreign  fire  insurance  companies  and  changes 
in  special  reserve  items,  amounted  to 
$,30,070,199;  the  total  result  being  a  net 
gain  in  surplus  from  all  sources  of  $519,152. 

The  companies  wrote  in  the  state  of  New 
York  $6,203,256,572  of  fire  risks  in  1914,  a 
decrease  of  $64,614,^308  over  the  preceding 
year. 

Wyoming 

Some  44  companies  and  "underwriters" 
report  to  us  their  1914  experience  in  Wyo- 
ming. Their  $274,436  premiums  carried  a 
loss  incurred  ratio  of  36.3  percent. 
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Wyoming  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Reported  to  the  Coast  Review 

Written         Prems.     Losses  Inc. 

Agricultural $  lSi.643  $:3.2o9  $  207 

Atlas 476,775  8.653  2.167 

British  America  .   .   .          187.770  3.095  340 

California 228,139  4,148  116 

Colonial  Fire  Underw.       343.657  5,345  1.515 

Concordia 101,800  2.119  1.298 

Delaware  Underw.    .   .        76,700  1,510  .  .   . 

Fidelity-Phenix  ....       786,916  15,606  3,759 

Fireman's  Fund  ....    1,903,722  38.380  13.714 

Firemen's,  N.  J 176,028  3,0;38  1.003 

Franklin  Fire 77,050  1,4:»  175 

Germania 373.080  6.639  919 

Hartford 2.400               60  ... 

Home  of  N.  Y 1,.521.S50  19.586  12,299 

Home  Fire.  Utah    .   .   .       125,830  2.2S7  308 

Imperial  Assur.  ....          6.757              171  ... 

Law  Union  &  Rock .  .         39,050             520  ... 

Liv.  &  Lon.  &  Globe  .     3,4S4,.538  30.807  2,337 

London  it  Lancashire  .       2.55.035  4.171  1,245 

London  Assurance    .   .      460,.561  7,sil  4.826 

Merchants  Fire  ....        14.042              491  ... 

Michigan  F.  &  M.  .   .   .          8.350              195  ... 

Milwaukee  Mechanics.      .77.000          1,391  50 

National  Union   ....       113,725  3.586  220 

National  Ben  Franklin       39.425              002  .   .  . 

National  Fire 1,097.751  14,231  13,349 

New  Hampshire  ....       268,655           5.042  448 

New  Zealand 4.55,639           8,.575  4..588 

North  British  i  Merc.  .       318.143           6.844  3.704 

Norwich  Union  ....       .530,709  10..5S7  4.951 

Northern  .Assurance  .   .       844.289  17,202  7.344 

Northwestern  National     204.576           4.549  1,888 

Orient 107.150           1.996  2.269 

People's  National  .   .   .        38,212              751  162 

Phoenix  Assur 2«8,7S1           5.830  3,2:^6 

Prussian  National  .   .   .        82,476           1,283  113 

Royal  Exchange  ....        Si(,.532           1.466  324 

Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l       773.8<V)  14,.51l  6,502 

Security IH'.'^CS           2.272  1.010 

Sun,  London 4^.700          1.116  .  .  . 

Svea 368,9.54           7,067  2,900 

Union  Assur 13*5.600           1.S41  41 

Vulcan        62,600           1.166  293 

Western  Assur 1&1,269           3.139  .   .   . 

Loss  ratio  36.3  percent. 

Secretary  Anderson  is  now  in  charge  of 
the  Insurance  Brokers  Exchange. 


New  Mexico  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Reported  to  The  Coast  Review 

Written  Prems.     Losses  Inc 

Atlas  Assur $  483,720  $  8.567  $  7.485 

British  America  ....     453,103  7.579  5,679 

Colonial  Fire  Underw.        478,397  7.751  —167 

Delaware  Underw.     .   .       227,611  3,718  1.835 

Firemen's,  N.  J 428.819  6.097  4.708 

Fidelity-Phenix  ....       515,926  9.589  16,850 

Fireman's  Fund      .   .   .    1.986.077  32.729  31,268 

Germania 670,987  12.017  6,278 

Home.  N.  Y 1.706.242  22.490  12,9-37 

Liv.  ifc  Lon.  A  Globe  .   .    1.74-5,145  23,459  41,5% 

London  <fc  Lancashire  .      537,409  10,181  13,264 

London  Assur 546,841  9.876  9.417 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  .      184,917  2,888  1.427 

National 3.141.458  30.110  23,845 

National  Union  ....       275,450  8,954  3,334 

Northern  Assur 1,111,167  21,216  33,480 

Northwestern  Nat'l  .   .       323.314  5,228  2,402 

Nonh  British  &.  Merc.  .       703,913  13,366  12,240 

Norwich  Union    ....      839,501  14.479  17.498 

Orient 362,205  6,428  11.332 

Queen 662,346  11,827  11.142 

Royal 1,483,618  26,687  13,876 

Scottish  Union  i  Nat'l    2.858,725  ai.807  23,689 
Lo)<s  ratio,  94  percent. 


Retiring  President  Kremer  of  the  National 
Board  renews  attention  to  increased  taxes 
paid  by  fire  and  fire-marine  insurance  in 
this  country.  In  1909  these  taxes,  exclusive 
of  taxes  on  real  estate,  were  4.80  percent  of 
net  premiums  over  losses.  In  1914  these 
taxes  had  risen  to  6.86  percent.  In  normal 
years  these  special  taxes  average  5.60  per- 
cent of  the  net  premiums  less  losses. 


California's  Industrial  Accident  Commis- 
sion directed  the  Great  Western  Power  Co. 
to  pay  •?2,o00  to  the  family  of  James  May- 
field,  a  lineman  who  was  electro-slain  while 
in  the  company's  employ.  The  supreme 
court  annulled  the  award  becau.>^e  Mayfield 
was  guilty  ot  willful  misconduct  by  failing 
to  wear  insulating  gloves,  as  ordered. 


The  National  Union's  San  Francisco 
oflSce  is  now  at  4-t4  California  street,  fourth 
floor. 

The  Coast  Review  office  is  now  at  122 
Halleck  street,  ground  floor. 
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Colorado  Fire  Business  in  1914 

Reported  to  the  Coast  Review 

Written  Prems.     Losses  Inc. 

Allemania $  1.070,621  $  14.840  $  5.610 

Arizona        1.466.605  33,904  19.497 

British  America    .  .   .  1.574,962  24.674  9,338 

California 1.153.487  17,643  5.646 

Colonial  Fire  Underw.  1.459,940  20,955  18.356 

Commomvealth.  N.  Y.  609.830  7.450  1.697 

Concordia 743.473  11,620  5.488 

Delaware  Underw.  .   .  571,600  8.3G7  3.483 

Fidelity-Phenix    .   .   .  4,366.467  75.497  34,061 

Fireman's  Fund    .   .   .  5,741,930  90.221  27,248 

Firemen's,  N.J.    .  .  .  2,037,876  29.461  12,034 

First  Xational  ....  3,200  42  ... 

Franklin  Fire    ....  1,305.411  20,046  9.052 

Germania 1.734,161  24,750  5.544 

German,  Pa 1,412,918  18,347  2,674 

Home  of  N.  Y 10,216,250  113.125  46,352 

Home  Fire,  Utah  .   .   .  395.117  4.768  967 

Humboldt 344,491  4.481  1,207 

Ins.  Co.  State  of  Penn.  1.957.777  28,196  14,608 

Law  Union  &  Rock  .   .  676,587  7,472  4,228 

Liv.  &  Lon.  ifc  Globe  .  7,198.270  84.312  15,952 

Liv.  &Lon.&Globe,NY  469.700  5,980  1,458 

London  &  Lancashire  1,863,012  26,203  12,363 

London  Assurance  .   .  2,-146,616  40,280  24,912 

Mechanics  &    Traders  602.448  8..341  5,195 

Merchants  Fire,  N.  Y'.  5,550,907  48,011  13,996 

Milwaukee  Mechanics  2,282,545  24,909  7,108 

National  Union    .   .   .  696.770  24.820  19.369 

National  Ben  Franklin  C61.407  9,590  4,692 

National  Fire    ....  4.224.377  58.766  38,290 

Netherlands 285.359  3,809  1,065 

New  Hampshire   .   .   .  1,372.626  21.583  7,780 

New  .Jersey  Fire  .  .   .  99.248  1,663  3.690 

New  Zealand      ....  1.719,802  25.-500  11,263 

North  British  &  Merc.  3.634.531  43.372  15.4.S5 

Norwich  Union    .   .   .  1.855.3:»  28.443  10,962 

Northern  Assurance  .  2.648,251  41,975  23,273 

Northwestern  Nafl    .  3,461,256  37,-552  10,897 

Northwestern  F.  &  M.  116.116  1,511  1,694 

Nord  Deutsche  ....  608,771  8.424  2.104 

Orient 7-57,107  12,094  6,928 

Peoples  National  .   .   .  .341.675  6.639  2,526 

Prussian  National   .   .  1,222,045  21,143  10,457 

Rhode  Island 549,899  7,893  3,831 

Royal  Exchange  .   .   .  1.388.388  18,821  7,-564 

.Scottish  Union  &  Nat'l  2.508.335  37.373  13,589 

Security 1,530,762  21,700  7.129 

Standard 82,-569  1,580  492 

State 432,112  5,-509  1,0-52 

Stuyvesant 293,247  4,185  2,-594 

Svea 1.322.090  19.618  5,667 

Union  Assurance  .  .   .  666,100  7,089  6,486 

Vulcan 236,389  4,076  3,384 

Western  Assur 2.669,688  28,039  10,879 


Agricultural 

Alliance 

American  Central    .   . 

American 

Atlas 

Caledonian 

Camden 

Citizens 

Comc'l  Union  Assur,  . 

Connecticut 

Continental    .   . 

Detroit  F.  &  M 

Equitable  F.  &  M.  .  . 
Fire  Association  .  .  . 
German-American  . 

German,  111 

Girard  F.  &  M 

Glens  Falls 

Hamburg-Bremen    .   . 

Hanover  

Hartford 

Ins.  Co.  North  Amer. 
Merchants  Fire,  Colo. 
Newark  .... 
New  Brunswick 
Niagara  .... 
North  River  .  . 
Occidental  .  .  , 
Palatine  .... 
Pennsylvania  . 
Phoenix,  Conn. 
Phoenix,  London 
Prov.-Wash.    .  . 

Queen    

Reliance  .... 

Royal   

St.  PaulF.  &  M. 
Springfield  .   .   . 

Sun 

Westchester    . 
Williamsburg  City 


1.679.800 

221.259 

1,599.999 

2,816,5-57 

2.077,308 

2,538,166 

426,573 

520.560 

25.737,997 

1,624,666 

8,671,470 

618.267 

131,132 

2,522.781 

6.879.292 

373,259 

1,490,811 

1,105.691 

486.317 

2.012.387 

9.205.292 

5,-587.487 

3.723.875 

951,934 

468.139 

2,013.717 

1,860,367 

21,550 

2,183,192 

3,013,-567 

2,299,716 

792,939 

1,715,412 

2,165,328 

1,035,591 

3.745,252 

1.879,467 

4,403.534 

1,781.598 

1,743.106 

1,258,849 


22,484 

2,990 

17,-511 

42,489 

31,838 

36,019 

5.107 

9.166 

64.253 

23.684 

106.571 

9,636 

1,933 

42,399 

90,978 

6,774 

19,909 

13,1  &4 

7,966 

30,242 

122,444 

67,891 

48,011 

12,5-56 

6,738 

29,321 

19,551 

190 

26,157 

31,822 

42,312 

10,202 

20,323 

34,138 

12,109 

55,524 

27.838 

58.563 

24.729 

27,935 

16,905 


6.147 

1.011 

12.231 

14.083 

6.041 

23.317 

1,770 

1,530 

17.412 

13.732 

50,5-50 

2.118 

3,322 

9.998 

44,772 

5.6&5 

4.340 

3.618 

5.317 

12,067 

57.380 

23.568 

13,996 

5,268 

2,051 

10,743 

8,617 

1,123 

6,723 

14,274 

16.815 

1.118 

7.342 

12.041 

4,6-52 

17,-506 

11,317 

16,151 

14.483 

14,251 

8,654 


Commissioner  Rolph  gives  the  grand  totals 
as:  'Written,  §250,328,762;  net  premiums, 
$3,117,192;  rate,  $1.25;  losses  incurred, 
$1,240,436.  This  is  a  loss  ratio  of  40  per- 
cent. 


Aachen  &  Munich 
^Ftua 


$  2,213,131 
3,684,219 


$  28,225 
59,497 


$  6.784 
19,48-5 


Los  Angeles. — AV.  H.  La  Fountain,  .sur- 
veyor and  adjuster  of  automobile,  fire, 
machinery  and  miscellaneous  losses  now  has 
his  permanent  address  at  324  Title  Insur- 
ance building.  Fifth  and  Spring  streets  in 
this  city.  He  is  prepared  to  handle  lo.sses 
under  nine  varities  of  policies. 
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FIRE  UNDERWRITING  IN  CUBA 

From  a  Paper  by  Edwin  G.  Manton,  London  Assurance  Corporation,  London, 
Read  at  the  39th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fire  Underu-riters  Association  of 
the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Published  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

Cuba  is  a  field  in  which  the  influence  of  paternalism  on  the  part  of 
the  state  is  not  developed  to  any  great  extent  and  there  is  a  comparative 
absence  of  the  repressive  legislative  requirements  which  constitute  so 
important  a  factor  in  the  difficulties  and  expense  of  business  in  the  United 
States.  A  deposit  requirement  is  in  force,  but  this  provision  finds  some 
justification  in  the  absence  of  any  companies  of  the  irresponsible  "wild  cat" 
order.  The  amount  of  the  deposit  is  $75,000,  for  which  approved  bonds 
of  the  country  must  be  lodged  with  the  treasurer-general.  The  first  mort- 
gage bonds  of  the  municipality  of  Havana  are  an  accepted  security  and 
are  deposited  by  several  of  the  admitted  companies. 

At  the  time  of  the  writer's  visit  only  one  company  had  availed  itself — 
by  erecting  its  own  office  building — of  the  alternative  requirement  of  an 
investment   in   real   estate. 

In  the  matter  of  taxation,  the  demands  made  upon  the  companies  are 
less  onerous  than  in  the  United  States  generally.  A  tax  at  'Zy^  per  cent 
upon  premiums  is  collected  by  the  government,  a  municipal  charge  of  $200 
per  annum  is  levied  on  the  business  of  insurance  agencies  in  Havana  and 
a  further  $50  per  annum  is  collected  on  account  of  provincial  taxation. 

Apart  from  the  foregoing  requirements  and  the  formalities  necessary 
to  secure  admission  to  the  field,  the  transaction  of  fire  insurance  business 
is  unattended  by  any  of  the  irksome  regulations  which  confront  the  com- 
panies  in   the  United   States. 

In  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  indeed  in  most  countries  throughout  the 
world,  proof  is  not  lacking  that  the  business  of  fire  insurance  can  be  con- 
ducted to  the  satisfaction  of  policy-holders  without  the  intervention  of  the 
authorities  and  the  passage  of  restrictive  legislation  ostensibly  designed  to 
protect  the  insuring  public. 

*        *        * 

Eepresentation  in  the  provincial  towns  is  secured  through  the  medium 
of  sub-agents  of  the  "non-recording"  class,  it  being  the  general  custom 
to  issue  all  policies  from  the  chief  agency  in  Havana.  By  the  rules  of 
the  Insurance  Association  such  representation  is  limited  to  one  agency  in 
any  town  and  all  appointments  have  to  be  reported  to  the  Association. 
Regular  special  agency  service  as  provided  in  the  United  States  is  dispensed 
with,  but  the  Island  is  visited  at  intervals  by  head  office  inspectors. 

The  general  policy  conditions  observed  by  the  British  offices  differ 
materially  from  any  in  use  on  the  Coast  and  in  some  respects  afford  greater 
protection  to  the  companies  than  the  average  American  form.  The  80  per 
cent  Co-insurance  Clause  (Xew  York  standard)  has  been  introduced  in 
connection  with  insurances  on  sugar  warehouses  and  estates,  wholesale 
tobacco  stores  and  certain  public  warehouses  in  Havana,  but  otherwise  all 
business   is   subject   to   the   average   clause,   which   reads: 
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"If  the  property  hereby  insured  shall,  at  the  breaking  out  of  any  fire, 
be  collectively  of  greater  value  than  the  sum  insured  thereon,  then  the 
Insured  shall  be  considered  as  being  his  own  Insurer  for  the  difference 
and  shall  bear  a  ratable  proportion  of  the  loss  accordingly." 

A  standard  wording  containing  the  American  form  of  Distribution 
Clause  and  other  provisions  commonly  inserted  in  the  States  is  prescribed 
for  open  policies  covering  stocks  of  sugar  anywhere  throughout  the  Island. 
Policy  wordings  otherwise  are  not  encumbered  by  the  permits  and  conces- 
sions so  frequently  introduced  by  brokers  on  the  Coast. 

A  useful  detail  generally  furnished  by  agents  in  wording  policies  is  a 
reference  to  the  construction  and  occupation  of  immediately  adjoining 
buildings  which,  in  the  absence  of  maps,  assists  the  proper  consideration 
of  a  risk. 

The  majority  of  the  companies  are  prepared  on  payment  of  an  extra 
premium  to  waive  the  earthquake  clause  in  their  policy  conditions  but, 
although  tremors  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  eastern  end  of  the 
Island,  there  has  evidently  been  little  demand  for  this  additional  protection. 

*         *         * 

Provision  is  made  in  each  tariff  for  about  300  classes  of  risk  and  special 
ratings  are  recorded  as  sub-sections  under  their  respective  classes.  These 
special  ratings  are  promulgated  without  reference  to  any  analytical  system 
but  are  fixed,  by  vote  of  the  Association,  on  the  request  of  individual  mem- 
bers, as  concessions  upon  normal  rates.  In  case  an  inspection  is  called  for, 
a  committee  of  two  or  three  members  is  appointed  for  this  purpose.  Special 
rating  upon  anything  like  the  scale  in  vogue  on  the  Coast  is  unknown. 

The  ordinary  tariff  rates  are  graded  according  to  construction,  three 
classes  being  provided  for,  viz. : 
Massive 

Mixed    (less  than  50  per  cent  frame)    and  iron 
Frame,  or  less  than  50  per  cent  massive. 

Varying  surcharges  are  prescribed  for  inferior  roofing,  and  exposure. 
Acetylene  or  gasoline  lighting  arrangements,  and  cinematograph  machines 
not  installed  in  accordance  with  standard  regulations  are  also  suitably 
penalized. 

Frame  ranges  carry  the  rate  for  the  highest  rated  occupancy  they 
contain  without  addition  for  the  number  of  buildings  comprising  the  range. 

Term  business  is  accepted  on  the  following  basis: 
Three  years,  2i^   times  the  annual  rate. 
Five     years,  4       times  the  annual  rate. 
These  long  term  discounts  do  not  apply  to  retail  mercantile  risks  or  special 
hazards. 

The  New  York  scale  is  in  force  for  short  term  business  but  for  insur- 
ance effected  for  more  than  one  month  (excepting  those  on  contents  of 
public  warehouses)  fractions  of  a  month  are  not  allowed  for  in  cancellations. 

Special  rules  have  been  adopted  by  the  Association  for  the  compen- 
sation of  agents  who  have  suffered  loss  of  business  through  tariff  infrac- 
tions  committed   by   competitors   in   membership   of   the   Association.      The 
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only  standing  committee  is  elected  annually  for  the  purpose  of  arbitrating 
upon  complaints  of  such  infractions.  The  right  of  appeal  to  a  general 
meeting  of  the  Association  is  granted  by  the  rules.  Penalties  under  these 
rules  range  from  a  fine  of  $50,  payable  to  the  funds  of  the  Association, 
to  the  payment,  to  the  prejudiced  agent  or  agents,  of  a  sum  equal  to  the 
proper  tariff  premium  for  the  risk  forming  the  subject  of  the  complaint. 

Despite  these  protective  measures  complaints  of  rebating  are  by  no 
means  uncommon  and  but  for  the  provision  that  charges  must  be  supported 
by  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  the  '"compensation  committee"  would 
presumably  be  fully  occupied. 

*         »         * 
Tobacco    Risks 

A  substantial  premium  income  attaches  to  the  tobacco  risks  in  Havana. 
From  a  physical  standpoint  the  warehouse  constitutes  one  of  the  most  desir- 
able classes  of  business,  but  in  the  insurance  of  tobacco  stocks  it  must  be 
remembered  that  these  are  particularly  susceptible  to  water  and  smoke 
damage  so  that  an  outbreak  of  limited  extent  may  produce  a  relatively 
heavy  loss.  This  factor  is  all  the  more  important  in  the  case  of  the  higher 
grades  of  tobacco. 

These  warehouses  present  a  few  distinctive  features.  They  mostly 
comprise  several  lock-up  deposits,  often  opening  on  to  a  central  "patio" 
which  improves  the  accessibility  of  the  various  compartments.  The  only 
internal  woodwork  allowed  is  in  the  shape  of  movable  shelves  or  platforms, 
which  must  be  raised  12"  from  the  ground.  Where  selecting  is  done, 
a  certain  amount  of  stock  is  usually  loose  in  course  of  conditioning  but  the 
main  storage  is  in  bales  wrapped  with  palm  leaves.  Beyond  the  handling 
of  the  tobacco  during  conditioning  the  only  process  carried  on  is  that  of 
stripping  the  leaf  from  the  stalk,  this  also  being  done  by  hand.  Excellent 
order  is  usually  found  in  the  arrangement  of  these   risks. 

Cigar  factories,  though  favorably  regarded,  are  somewhat  less  desirable 
as  fire  risks  on  account  of  the  larger  number  of  hands  employed  and  the 
fact  that  these,  whether  male  or  female,  invariably  smoke  while  at  work. 
The  provision  of  work  benches  necessitates  a  larger  amount  of  internal 
woodwork  and  some  arrangement  for  the  finished  stock  is  usual.  An 
idea  of  the  importance  of  this  industry  may  be  formed  from  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  Cuban  cigars  exported  during  1913  was  183,000,000. 
Without  a  mould  or  a  pattern  to  follow,  the  cigar  maker  turns  out  seventy- 
five,  or  even  one  hundred  cigars  a  day,  all  identical  in  shape,  size  and 
weight.  In  the  largest  factory  inspected  by  the  writer  accommodation  was 
provided  for  3000  employees. 

Mention  may  perhaps  be  made  of  a  peculiar  feature  of  the  cigar  fac- 
tories in  Havana,  although  this  has  no  bearing  on  the  fire  risk.  Working 
"by  the  piece,"  and  highly  paid,  the  cigar  maker  insists  on  being  amused. 
This  amusement  takes  the  form  of  being  read  to  aloud.  In  almost  every 
factory  a  professional  reader,  engaged  and  paid  by  the  hands  themselves, 
occupies  a  pulpit  in  the  centre  of  the  room  for  several  hours  daily,  regaling 
his  audience  with  newspapers  and  novels  in   a  truly  dramatic  tone. 
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Cigarette  factories,  as  may  be  imagined,  present  additional  elements 
of  risk  and  when  these  are  found  in  conjunction  with  cigar  factories  a 
restriction  of  line  is  advisable.  In  a  large  factory  the  machinery  is  of  an 
intricate  nature  with  chutes,  running  through  the  various  floors,  for  the 
passage  of  materials,  the  dust  hazard  from  the  cutting  and  cleaning  machines 
is  considerable,  whUe  the  preparation  of  paper  and  the  existence  of  large 
stocks  of  cardboard  boxes  for  packing  all  conduce  to  make  this  a  less 
desirable   class. 


A  modern  development  in  tobacco  culture  is  the  use  of  a  canopy  of 
fine  canvas,  of  the  weight  of  cheesecloth,  supported  on  poles  above  the 
plants,  which  under  this  method  of  cultivation  attain  a  greater  height  and 
produce  leaves  of  finer  texture. 

The  tobacco  leaves  are  selected,  dried  and  cured  on  the  spot.  The 
drying  sheds  on  the  plantations  are  wooden  sheds,  generally  roofed  with 
palm  thatch,  and  containing  the  necessary  racks  across  which  the  stalks  are 
suspended.  Barbed  wire  fencing  may  be  found  surrounding  the  sheds  and 
during  the  drying  season  a  watchman,  provided  with  a  gun  in  lieu  of  a 
clock,  is  usually  ready  to  receive  any  nocturnal  visitors.  These  drying 
sheds  can  not  be  regarded  as  desirable  risks  but  insurances  on  them  are 
placed  as  an  accompaniment  to  city  warehouse  lines  and  they  carry  high 
rates. 


In  the  rating  of  these  mills  the  character  of  the  machinery,  as  well  as 
the  class  of  construction,  is  taken  into  consideration,  the  mills  equipped 
with   the   more   up-to-date   appliances  being  preferentially  regarded. 

This   differentiation  is   illustrated  by  the  following  classification: 

1.  Mills   equipped  with   "triple   effect"   machinery   and  provided  with 
green  megass  burner. 

2.  Mills  equipped  with  "triple  effect"  machinery  without  green  megass 
burner. 

3.  Mills  with  vacuum  pan  process  with  green  megass  burner. 

4.  Mills  with  vacuum  pan  process  without  green  megass  burner. 

5.  Mills    with    distillery    attached     (stock    not    exceeding    twenty-five 
hogsheads). 

6.  Mills   with   distillery   attached    (stock   exceeding   twenty -five  hogs- 
heads). 

In  the  absence  of  a  green  megass  burner  the  megass  or  trash  is  usually 
burnt  as  fuel  and  there  is  the  hazard  of  an  accumulation  of  this  material 
around  the  boiler  firing  place. 

Sugar  mills  as  a  class  have  yielded  favorable  results  and  competition 
for  the  business  "is  decidedly  keen.  Apart  from  the  physical  distinctions 
outlined  the  principal  factor  for  consideration  in  connection  with  this  class 
is  the  care  and  management  of  risks. 
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HAZARDS  OF   THE  MOTION   PICTURE  THEATRE 

From  a  Paper  by  Claude  W.  Mitchell,  Board  of  Fire  Undeniriters,  San  Fran- 
cisco Bead  at  the  39th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Fire  Underwriters  Association 
of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Printed  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

As  advancement  is  made  in  any  one  of  the  many  and  various  industries 
or  business  enterpriser  of  the  world  it  is  not  only  that  particular  one  which 
is  affected  by  the  change.  Some  are  advanced  automatically  and  others 
must,  perforce,  exert  themselves  to  keep  up  the  pace  or  fall  hopelessly 
behind  in  the  race. 

I  think  it  is  not  an  exaggeration  when  I  say  that  at  the  head  of  the 
latter  class  stands  the  fire  insurance  business  or  profession,  if  you  please, 
and  particularly  that  part  of  it  which  has  to  deal  with  hazards  and  the 
means  of  eliminating  them.  Look  back  just  a  few  years  and  think  of  some 
of  the  changes  that  have  been  made  in  various  manufacturing  processes,  of 
new  industries  that  have  been  developed  and  of  the  new  devices  and  articles 
of  utility  that  have  been  placed  on  the  market.  Even  though  an  insurance  en- 
gineer may  have  been  an  expert  in  his  line  ten  years  ago,  of  how  much  value 
would  he  be  to  the  fire  underwriter  today  had  he  not  kept  tab  on  these  new 
things  and  studied  their  attendant  hazards? 

The  industries  that  have  been  born  and  developed  within  the  last  few 
years  are  many  but  the  one  which  in  a  great  many  ways  stands  at  the  head 
of  the  list,  is  th?  motion  picture  industry.  Under  this  heading  is  included 
not  only  the  "movie"  theatre  where  you  take  your  family  or  a  part  of  some 
other  man's  family  at  a  "jitney"  per,  but  the  production  of  the  picture  films 
and  the  manufacture  of  the  films  themselves  as  well  as  the  many  devices 
used  in  the  business. 

*        *        * 

The  most  important  part  of  a  motion  picture  theatre  is  the  operating 
room  and  the  most  important  thing  in  the  operating  room  is  the  operator. 
If  you  will  pardon  the  expression,  I  might  say  he  is  "the  man  behind  the 
gun"  upon  whom  everything  depends.  If  he  thoroughly  understands  his 
business,  is  careful  and  reliable  then  aU  hazards  may  be  considered  as  con- 
siderably minimized  to  begin  with.  But  all  too  often  he  does  not  possess 
these  qualifications.  Not  so  very  long  ago  all  that  was  considered  necessary 
to  be  an  operator  was  to  know  how  to  turn  a  crank  and  splice  a  film,  and 
many  a  man  has  started  in  the  business  with  just  about  that  much  and  no 
more  to  fit  him  for  it.  Fortunately  for  the  insurance  companies  many  of 
these  have  been  eliminated  but  some  of  them  are  still  operating.  To  be 
sure  they  may  become  more  or  less  proficient  in  the  art  of  projection  but 
unless  they  have  very  conscientiously  applied  themselves  they  can  not  be 
proficient  in  their  knowledge  of  other  essential  things.  To  begin  with,  a 
competent  operator  should  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  action  of  the 
electric  current  and  the  various  electrical  devices  he  is  obliged  to  handle. 
One  of  the  things  he  should  not  do  is  to  smoke  while  on  duty. 

It  would  be  well  if  there  were  a  law,  either  state  or  national,  which 
required  operators  to  pass  a  thorough  examination  before  they  were  allowed 
to  operate  a  motion  picture  machine. 
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Insurance  Congress  Program 

The  First  day,  Monday,  October  4th,  has 
been  settled  as  follows : 

Morning  Session 

Call  to  Order —  by  Commissioner  "W.  L. 
Hathaway,  who  after  explaining  objects, 
turns  Congress  over  to  general  chairman. 

Addresses  of  Welcome  —  by  Hon.  Hiram 
"W.  Johnson,  governor  of  California;  and 
Hon.  James  Rolpli,  Jr.,  mayor  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Response  to  Welcome  —  by  Darwin  P. 
Kingsley,  president  of  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

Afternoon  Session 

Opening  Address — "Why  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition  Has  Given 
Prominent  Recognition  to  Insurance,  and 
What  it  hopes  the  World's  Insurance  Con- 
gress Will  Accomplish,"  by  Charles  C. 
Moore,  president  of  the  Exposition. 

Address — "Service  Performed  by  Insur- 
ance," by  Hon.  J.  N.  Gillette,  who  was 
governor  of  California  during  the  recon- 
structive period  of  San  Francisco. 


C.  H.  Anderson  of  Seattle,  superintendent 
of  agencies  for  the  Springfield  and  Newark 
in  the  Northwest,  is  visiting  San  Francisco. 
He  says  general  business  is  beginning  to 
improve  in  his  field.  Though  a  young-look- 
ing man,  Mr.  Anderson  has  a  son  who  is 
city  engineer  of  Centralia,  Wash. 

"The  Trident"  is  a  new  folio  to  be  issued 
semi-occasionally  as  the  official  organ  of  the 
Pacific  department  of  the  London  &  Lan- 
cashire, Orient  and  London  &  Lancashire 
Guarantee  &  Accident  companies,  of  which 
Sam  B.  Stoy  is  manager.  Number  1  is 
number  one,  and  gives  promise  of  being 
A  No.  1.  The  Trident  has  three  good 
points. 

Olympia,  Wash.— The  law  against  dis- 
crimination (  as  to  separation )  is  now  in 
force.  The  Oregon  plan  to  meet  this  law- 
will  dull  its  edge. 

Wm.  Maris  is  handling  the  Fresno  winery 
loss. 

J.  P.  Treanor  is  in  Portland  on  a  marine 
loss. 


President  Evans  of  the  Continental  and 
Fidelity  Phenix  of  New  York  came  very 
quietly  to  San  Francisco  and  went  down  to 
Paso  Robles  springs  for  a  complete  rest. 
While  here  he  transacted  practically  no 
business  but  spent  some  time  at  the  Expo- 
sition. He  has  only  words  of  admiration 
and  praise  for  this  beautiful  and  colossal 
fair. 

Manager  Irving  of  the  Phoenix  Assurance, 
who  accompanied  U.  S.  Manager  Beresford 
to  the  North  and  to  Yellowstone  Park,  has 
returned  home. 

Wm.  J.  Button  is  back  from  his  trip  to 
Cuba. 

Wm.  Sexton  has  returned  from  a  two- 
weeks'  trip  to  Eureka. 

John  Cadman,  broker,  has  returned  from 
a  two-weeks  vacation  on  his  Mission  Peak 
woods  and  creeks  ranch. 

C.  J.  Okell  <fe  Co.  have  been  appointed 
agents  for  the  British  &  F.  automobile 
department. 

San  Francisco.  —  Tlie  Metropolitan  Life 
building  extensions  will  soon  be  finished. 

The  Pennsylvania  Fire  is  now  a  nono- 
genarian  but  feels  like  a  two-year-old. 
Ninety  years   is   a  long,  long  time. 

The  Insurance  Almanac.  —  "An  annual  of 
insurance  facts  for  1915,"  published  by  the 
Underwriter  Printing  and  Publisliing  Co. ,  80 
Maiden  Lane,  New  York.  All  classes  of 
business  represented.  There  are  392  pages, 
of  which  19  are  for  casualty,  etc.,  compan- 
ies, 26  are  for  fire  mutuals  and  their  officers 
and  territory,  36  are  for  domestic  stock  fire 
companies  and  10  to  foreign  fire  and  marine, 
and  39  to  American  life  companies. 

Other  contents  are:  statements  of  com- 
panies, short  rates  in  use  in  this  country, 
fees,  taxes,  laws,  workmen's  compensation 
laws  at  home  and  abroad,  underwriters' 
organizations. 

We  learn  that  the  companies  writing  par- 
cel post  insurance  are  ^tna.  Automobile, 
Columbia,  Commercial  Union,  Federal,  Fire- 
man'sFund,  Hartford  Fire,  Hartford  A.  &L, 
Home,  Providence-Washington,  Queen.  St. 
Paul  F.  &  M.  There  are  1,798,096  auto- 
mobiles in  the  United  States  and  69  com- 
panies writing  thern. 
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World's   Insurance   Congress    Now  in 
Concrete  Shape 

The  executive  committee  of  the  World's 
Insurance  Congress  is  now  complete,  con- 
sisting of  five  well  known  and  representa- 
tive men — three  insurance,  one  ex-insur- 
ance commissioner  and  a  publisher  of  an 
Eastern  insurance  weekly.  Commissioner 
Hathaway  has  done  well. 

A  program  has  been  issued  in  a  tentative 
form,  and  it  is  very  interesting.  We  assume 
that  some  arrangement  will  be  made  for  a 
book  of  proceedings.  A  little  later  we 
hope  to  print  a  full  and  sure  program  of  the 
congress. 


Harry  L.  Seay,  vice  president  of  the  South- 
land Life  Insurance  Co.  of  Dallas,  was  the 
guest  of  honor  at  a  luncheon  given  by  Presi- 
dent Miller  and  Vice  President  Sonntag  of 
the  West  Coast  Life  Insurance  Company. 
Of  the  invited  guests  sorry  to  be  not  present 
was  our  editor  who  was  sick — seasick,  out 
of  sight  of  land,  looking  for  whales  and  other 
submarines.  It — the  luncheon — was  a  very 
pleasant  affair,  we  are  assured  and  certain. 
Miller  and  Sonntag  are  good  hosts. 

Bawling  boys  shouted  "$15,000  jewelry 
stolen  at  the  exposition."  And  it  was  true. 
And  mysterious.  Because  the  jewelry  was 
there.  An  employee  saw  it.  He  turned 
his  back.  He  returned.  The  jewelry  was 
gone.  And  it  has  not  returned.  Did  the 
insurer  weep? 

President  Robt.  J.  Hillas  of  the  Fidelity  & 
Casualty  Co.  of  New  York  recently  visited 
the  agencies  of  his  company  on  this  Coast, 
from  Los  Angeles  to  Vancouver.  And  of 
course  he  visited  the  Exposition.  Mr. 
Hillas  has  been  with  the  F.  &  C.  about 
forty  years. 

Sacramento. — The  California  State  Life 
may  consolidate  with  another  company. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  buy  control  of  the 
stock. 

N.  W.  Smith  and  W.  W.  Derr  of  the  New 
Amsterdam  succeed  A.  R.  Faul,  resigned, 
as  managers  at  San  Francisco. 

Denver.  —  Harold  Rogers  is  now  state 
agent  for  the  Franklin  Fire. 


45  Years  an  Officer 

The  Metropolitan  Life's  Daily  Bulletin 
prints  a  facsimile  letter  w-ritten  by  Presi- 
dent Dow  notifying  John  R.  Hegeman  of 
his  appointment  as  secretary  of  the  com- 
pany. The  letter  is  dated  "319  Broadway, 
New  York,  June  13,  1870."  The  appoint- 
ment by  the  board  of  directors  was  made 
June  11.  Two  days  later  Secretary  Hege- 
man was  also  elected  director  and  vice 
president  pro  tem. 

This  was  forty-five  years  ago.  The  Metro- 
politan Life  then  had  only  §833,914  assets. 
From  less  than  a  million  assets  the  com- 
pany has  advanced  to  $500,000,000  assets. 
And  the  country  has  only  doubled  in  popu- 
lation. 

October  25,  1870,  Mr.  Hegeman  was 
elected  vice  president.  On  October  7,  1891, 
he  was  elected  president.  His  forty-five 
official  years  cover  twenty-one  as  vice  presi- 
dent and  twenty  -  four  (  in  October  )  as 
president.  This  is  a  very  remarkable 
record  of  official  service  with  a  great  com- 
pany, much  of  whose  success  is  due  to  the 
brains  and  personality  of  its  president. 


Very  courteously  the  new  Franklin  owners 
have  allowed  its  Denver  agent,  on  resign- 
ing, to  reinsure  "his"  business  in  his  new 
company,  the  Connecticut. 

The  Franklin  Fire  in  this  field  will  remain 
in  the  general  agency  of  C.  C.  Kinney  for 
ninety  days,  during  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember. On  October  1  the  company  will 
be  transferred  to  the  Home's  representatives 
in  this  field,  towit:  General  Agent  Harry 
Roff,  Assistant  General  Agent  J.  J.  Sheahan, 
San  Francisco;  and,  as  we  assume,  J.  D. 
Coleman,  Portland ;  Junius  Young,  Salt 
Lake  City;  Chas.  Quitzow,  Los  Angeles. 

San  Francisco  insurance  clerks  had  their 
half  holiday  and  dinner  at  the  World's  fair, 
last  week. 

Life. — We  print  in  our  next  issue  some 
interesting  life  figures. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Casualty  &  Surety 
Association  of  San  Francisco  has  been  or- 
ganized, as  announced  in  our  previou  issues. 
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In  the  early  days  of  the  business  (and  that  was  not  so  very  long  ago), 
before  the  formulation  of  rules  governing  construction  and  installation, 
almost  any  kind  of  a  place  was  considered  good  enough  to  install  the 
machine.  No  consideration  whatever  was  given  either  to  the  comfort  of 
the  operator  or  to  the  safety  from  fire.  Now  the  National  Electrical  Code, 
which  is  the  recognized  standard  for  electrical  construction,  has  this  rule 
for  the  construction  of  the  operating  room: 

"Machine  must  be  placed  in  an  enclosure  or  house  made  of  suitable 
fireproof  material;  must  be  ventilated  properly  so  as  to  carry  the  smoke 
and  products  of  combustion  outside  of  the  walls  of  the  building,  properly 
lighted  and  large  enough  for  operator  to  walk  freely  on  either  side  or  back 
of  machine.  All  openings  into  this  booth  must  be  arranged  so  as  to  be  en- 
tirely closed  by  doors  or  shutters  constructed  of  the  same  or  equally  good  fire- 
resisting  material  as  the  booth  itself.  Doors  or  covers  must  be  arranged 
so  as  to  be  held  normally  closed  by  spring  hinges  or  equivalent  devices." 

Why  is  it  necessary  that  such  precautions  be  taken?  Simply  because 
of  the  highly  inflammable  character  of  the  film  used  in  producing  the 
picture.     This  film  is  made  of  nitro-cellulose. 

Cellulose  is  the  structural  material  of  vegetation,  the  substance  of 
which  the  walls  of  plant  cells  are  composed.  The  union  of  a  number  of 
cells  produces  a  fiber,  and  the  fibers  occur  in  the  form  of  bundles,  except 
in  the  case  of  cotton  where  cellulose  in  ultimate  fibers  is  presented  to  us 
by  nature.  Cellulose  fibers  are  physically  very  tough  and  chemically  inert. 
These  properties  adapt  cellulose  wonderfully  for  its  use  in  the  arts.  The 
various  fibers  have  different  chemical  compositions  and  there  are,  therefore, 
many  varieties  of  cellulose. 

Carbon,   Hydrogen    and    Oxygen 

Cellulose  has  been  found  by  analysis  to  be  composed  of  carbon  44.2 
per  cent,  hydrogen  6.3  per  cent  and  oxygen  49.5  per  cent.  It  is  a  white, 
amorphous,  firm,  elastic  substance,  which  burns  quietly  with  a  luminous 
flame  and  is  a  poor  conductor  of  heat  and  electricity. 

Concentrated  nitric  acid  with  cullulose  produces  cellulose  nitrates.  These 
burn  very  rapidly,  the  rate  of  combustion  increasing  with  the  percentage 
of  nitrogen.  The  maximum  theoretical  percentage  of  nitrogen  is  14.14  per 
cent.  The  most  highly  nitrated  products  contain  13.3  to  13.7  per  cent  of 
nitrogen  and  are  known  as  gun-cottons.  Gun-cotton  is  ignited  by  shock, 
differing  in  this  respect  also  from  other  cellulose  nitrates. 

Smokeless  powders  and  gelatine  dynamites  contain  from  12.4  to  12.8 
per  cent  of  nitrogen.  They  require  a  detonator  for  explosion.  Celluloids 
contain  from  10.8  to  11.6  per  cent  of  nitrogen  and  the  nitro-cellulose  from 
which  photographic  film  is  made  contains  about  12  per  cent  of  nitrogen, 
which  places  it  about  half  way  between  celluloid  and  smokeless  powder. 

Nitro-cellulose  film  contains  oxygen  in  such  a  state  that  under  certain 
conditions  this  oxygen  aids  in  supporting  the  combustion  of  the  substance 
itself  without  the  necessity  of  having  an  addition  of  air  in  any  material 
quantity. 

In  the  manufacture  of  the  film  a  solution  is  made  of  the  nitro-cellulose 
and  camphor  in  a  mixture  of  wood  alcohol,  amylaeetate  and  other  solvents. 
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and  this  is  poured  on  a  smooth  surface  and  allowed  to  evaporate,  forming 
a  film.  The  surface  used  is  either  flat  glass  tables  or  a  revolving  drum  with 
specially  prepared  surface.  When  dry  the  film  is  stripped  off,  slit  into  the 
desired  width  and  cut  into  lengths. 

From  this  description  of  the  composition  of  the  ordinary  film,  we  find 
it  is  highlv  inflammable,  and  too  many  precautions  cannot  be  taken  to 
guard  against  the  hazard  which  its  use  introduces.  There  are,  however,  on 
the  market  today  a  few  kinds  of  so-called  "non-inflammable"  film.  This  is 
not  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  non-inflammable.  Properly  speaking,  it 
is  slow-burning.  As  compared  with  common  newspaper,  this  film  is  found 
to  be  less  flammable  and  its  rate  of  combustion  slower.  It  cannot  be  burned 
on  reels  in  the  metal  magazines  ordinarily  used  on  projecting  machines. 
Even  when  ignited  in  a  loose  mass  in  a  large  receiving  box,  such  as  is  some- 
times used,  the  resulting  fire  is  sluggish,  spreads  slowly  and  is  not  explosive 
in  character.  The  oxygen  in  this  film  is  in  such  a  state  that  it  does  not 
support  combustion  as  it  does  in  the  nitro-cellulose  type.  When  the  slow- 
burning  film  is  used  the  recognized  hazards  in  connection  with  the  operation 
of  moving  picture  equipments  are  judged  to  be  greatly  reduced  as  compared 
with  hazards  present  when  ordinary  film  is  iised.  If  the  time  ever  comes 
when  all  motion  picture  producers  use  nothing  but  the  slow-burning  fiilm, 
then  our  present  requirements  may  be  modified  somewhat,  but  with  condi- 
tions as  they  now  exist,  we  are  forced  to  provide  protection  against  the 
hazards  of  the  ordinary,  highly  inflammable  film. 


House  for  the  Machines 

In  building  of  absolutely  fireproof  construction  an  operating  room 
having  the  same  type  of  construction  throughout  would  be  acceptable.  It 
would  be  preferable,  however,  to  have  the  walls  here  made  of  hard  plaster 
and  thicker  than  usual  in  order  to  withstand  the  rough  usage  to  which  they 
would  be  subjected. 

It  is  seldom  that  one  of  the  types  of  construction  previously  mentioned 
is  met  with.  The  one  which  we  usually  find  is  a  metal-lined  operating  room. 
This  is  more  popular  because  it  is  not  so  costly  and  the  materials  are  always 
available  and  supposedly  easier  to  put  together.  But  experience  has  shown 
that  it  takes  a  real  mechanic  to  construct,  properly,  such  an  operating  room 
and  many  a  first  attempt  has  resulted  in  failure. 


The  question  is  raised  sometimes  as  to  the  efficiency  of  a  metal-lined 
operating  room,  that  is,  as  to  whether  or  not  it  would  withstand  successfully 
a  film  fire.  If  the  room  is  of  standard  construction  and  properly  equipped, 
as  to  be  described  later,  and  is  not  used  as  a  store  house  for  inflammable 
material,  then  there  is  no  question  in  my  mind  as  to  what  would  be  the 
result.  The  amount  of  film  within  the  room  at  one  time  is,  comparatively 
speaking,  so  smaU  and  the  duration  of  a  film  fire  for  so  short  a  period  that 
it  is  highly  improbable  that  the  wood  back  of  the  metal  would  be  ignited. 
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Whatever  the  type  of  construction  of  the  operating  room  may  be,  it 
must  be  ventilated  thoroughly  to  the  outdoor  air  to  carry  off  all  smoke  and 
products  of  combustion.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  flames  or  smoke  passing 
through  a  properly  constructed  vent  to  the  outside  of  the  building  present 
less  hazard  to  both  life  and  property  than  they  would  if  forced  to  escape 
through  other  openings  in  the  room  because  of  improper  ventilation.  Vent 
pipes  should  be  constructed  so  as  to  be  able  to  do  their  work  without  com- 
municating heat  or  flame  to  materials  near  which  or  through  which  they 
may  pass. 

Besides  the  opening  for  ventilation  there  must  be  also  an  opening  for 
a  door  into  the  operating  room.  The  cover  or  door  must  be  made  of  equally 
as  good  fire-resisting  material  as  the  rest  of  the  room  and  must  be  arranged 
to  close  automatically  either  by  means  of  a  heavy  spiral  spring  or  by  a 
metal  chain  and  weight  attachment  on  inside  of  operating  room.  In  the 
case  of  a  metal-lined  room  the  door  lining  should  extend  around  all  edges 
of  the  door  and  be  fastened  on  the  outside.  A  trap  door  in  the  floor  is  not 
at  all  desirable. 

*  *        * 
14,000  Degrees  F. 

The  projector  or  motion  picture  machine  is  the  most  important  piece  of 
apparatus  within  the  operating  room.  The  light  for  projecting  the  picture 
is  furnished  by  the  arc  lamp  in  the  lamp  house  at  one  end  of  the  machine. 
The  source  of  light  is  the  arc  formed  at  the  junction  of  two  carbons  con- 
nected to  the  two  sides  of  an  electric  circuit.  Practically  all  illumination 
available  for  use  comes  from  what  is  called  the  crater.  There  is  no  known 
method  of  measuring  the  exact  temperature  of  an  are  light  crater  but  it 
has  been  estimated  variously  as  high  as  8000  degrees  Centigrade  or  14,432 
degrees  Fahrenheit.  Consequently,  the  metal  sides  and  top  of  the  lamp  house 
attain  rather  a  high  degree  of  heat  and  film  coming  in  contact  with  it 
ignites  very  quickly.  With  the  earlier  types  of  machines  it  was  possible 
for  this  to  happen  very  easily,  but  the  better  class  of  machines  made  today 
have  guards  which  greatly  lessen  the  possibility  of  such  an  occurrence. 

*  »        * 

The  point  where  the  light  rays  pass  through  the  film  is  a  source  of 
danger.  It  requires  but  a  very  few  seconds  if  the  film  is  stationary  for  it 
to  be  ignited  by  the  intense  heat  of  the  rays  at  this  point.  This  stationary 
condition  is  reached  if  the  machine  is  stopped  for  any  reason  or  in  some 
cases  if  the  film  breaks  below  the  opening.  The  more  modern  machines  are 
provided  with  shutters  which  automatically  cut  off  the  light  rays  when  this 
condition  exists. 

But  in  the  operation  of  these  safeguards  the  operator  must  be  taken 
into  consideration  again.  Unless  he  is  of  the  "approved"  type,  the  automatic 
shutter,  or  the  film  guards  or  even  the  magazines  themselves  may  be  nimi- 
bered  among  the  missing. 

Formerly  machines  driven  by  hand  only  were  permitted,  but  now  motor- 
driven  machines  are  allowed  under  certain  conditions.  These  machines  must 
be  of  an  approved  type  and  each  make  of  machine  is  approved  for  use  only 
with  certain  kinds  of  motors. 
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Direct  and  Alternating   Currents 

You  have  heard,  doubtless,  the  electric  current  frequently  spoken  of 
as  either  direct  or  alternating.  Direct  current  is  undirectional,  that  is, 
flowing  from  its  source,  through  the  conductors,  in  one  direction  only. 
Alternating  current  reverses  its  direction  frequently,  the  number  of  changes 
in  a  given  time  depending  upon  the  frequency  of  the  circuit.  This  is  de- 
termined by  the  construction  and  speed  of  rotation  of  the  machine  gen- 
erating the  current.  The  frequency  ordinarily  employed  today  is  known 
as  "60  cycles  per  second."  At  this  frequency  the  current  alternates  7200 
times  per  minute. 

Direct  current  is  preferable  to  alternating  current  for  motion  picture 
machine  arc  lamps,  as  it  gives  a  brighter  and  steadier  light  on  the  screen. 
There  are  very  few  places  where  it  is  possible  to  obtain  direct  current  from 
the  power  companies,  so  various  means  have  been  been  employed  to  produce 
it  within  the  premises  of  the  theater.  The  devices  used  to  accomplish  this 
are  motor-generator  sets  and  mercury  arc  rectifiers.  Neither  one  of  these 
should  be  placed  in  the  operating  room  on  account  of  the  possibility  of 
film  coming  in  contact  with  them.  Located  outside  they  present  only  the 
ordinary  electrical  hazards  connected  with  similar  apparatus. 

*         *         * 
Film  Scrap 

All  damaged  and  scrap  film  should  be  removed  and  burned.  If  allowed 
to  be  thrown  in  with  other  refuse  it  may  do  damage  elsewhere.  There  is 
a  certain  manufacturing  concern  in  this  city  which  buys  refuse  to  burn 
in  its  furnaces.  Considerable  film  scrap  is  sometimes  found  in  this  refuse 
and  an  attempt  is  made  to  sort  it  out  and  burn  it  separately.  On  January 
8,  1913,  it  was  evidently  not  all  removed,  for  when  the  fireman  fed  the 
furnace  an  explosion  resulted  which  severely  burned  him,  setting  his 
clothes  on  fire.  Four  sprinkler  heads  were  opened  and  undoubtedly  saved 
the  man's  life  as  well  as  extinguished  the  fire. 

Extinguishing   Film   Fires 

In  the  event  of  fire  in  an  operating  room,  it  is  probable  the  first  idea 
the  average  operator  has  is  to  get  out  as  quickly  as  possible.  There  are, 
however,  some  operators  who  remain  and  try  to  extinguish  the  flames.  In 
order  that  the  latter  may  be  provided  with  the  means  for  accomplishing 
this,  or  at  least  attempting  it,  every  operating  room  should  be  equipped 
with  sand  and  chemical  extinguishers.  Water  is  of  doubtful  value  in  such 
a  place.  The  extinguishers  should  be,  preferably,  of  the  carbon-tetrach- 
loride  type. 

The  demand  for  motion  pictures  in  the  home  has  brought  out  several 
small  machines  and  new  rules  will  be  incorporated  soon  in  the  National 
Electrical  Code  to  govern  their  construction  and  installation.  These  ma- 
chines must  be  constructed  along  special  lines,  one  important  requirement 
being  that  they  can  not  be  used  with  films  employed  on  the  full-sized  com- 
mercial motion  picture  machine.  The  films  must  be  of  the  slow-burning 
type,  having  a  permanent  distinctive  marker  so  that  they  may  be  distin- 
guished readily  from  the  inflammable  kind. 
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LOOKING    BACKWARD 


Ten  Years  Ago 

Discussion  of  "marine  re  -  insurance  " 
gambling  in  Great  Britain.  A  prohibitory 
bill  was  introduced  in  Parliament. 

Advances  to  a  life  solicitor  were  held  not 
to  create  a  debt. 

The  Coast  Keview  published  a  list  of 
fifty-five  legal  reserve  life  insurance  com- 
panies which  had  retired  from  California. 
Of  these  only  two  survive  today. 

W.  L.  Hathaway  was  Mutual  Life  man- 
ager at  Portland. 

The  Coast  Review  pubhshed  a  list  of 
thirty-two  marine  companies  which  had 
retired  from  California. 

Rudolph  Herold,  Jr.,  celebrated  the 
completion  of  thirty  three  years'  service  with 
the  Hamburg  -  Bremen,  twenty-two  years 
of  which  were  in  the  same  building. 

Asbestos  shingles  were  patented. 

J.  F.  D.  Curtis  was  appointed  manager 
for  the  Providence- Washington. 

The  Pacific  Mutual  paid  a  $20,000  acci- 
dent policy  within  two  days  of  the  death  of 
the  insured,  who  was  killed  in  the  accident 
to  the  Twentieth  Century  Limited  train, 
running  a  mile  a  minute. 

Twenty  Years  Ago 

A  Contra  Costa  county  carpenter  sued  the 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  for  $20,000 
alleged  damages  because  an  adjuster  had  tes- 
tified that  said  carpenter  was  probably  guilty 
of  arson.  The  jury  gave  the  carpenter  an 
award  of  $20,000.  The  supreme  court  over- 
turned this  award  and  scored  the  court  and 
jury.  The  company  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  prosecution  of  the  carpenter. 

The  "great  ball-nozzle,"  the  "annihilator 
of  heat,  smoke  and  fiame,"  was  introduced 
into  California.  You  may  find  one  of  these 
ball-nozzles  in  the  San  Leandro  fire  depart- 
ment today. 

New  York  fire  Lloyds  were  writing  a  great 
deal  of  San  Francisco  business,  such  as 
H.  S.  Cochran  &  Co.,  $200,000.  They  were 
not  authorized  to  do  business  in  California- 


The  Hotel  Raymond  in  southern  Cali- 
fornia, burned.  Among  the  insurers  were 
a  number  of  wildcats. 

In  the  United  States  court,  Judge  McKenna 
issued  a  temporary  restraining  order  against 
the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the 
Pacific.  The  Board's  non-intercourse  clause 
was  sustained.  The  court  said:  "For  a 
Board  company  to  dismiss  its  agent  be- 
cause an  agent  of  plaintiff,  or  to  put  him  to 
an  election  of  service,  is  not  an  illegal  act, 
nor  can  a  court  of  equity  restrain  it,  if  done 
without  malice.  The  same  comment  may 
be  made  on  the  act  of  any  such  company,  in 
placing  or  refusing  to  place  insurance  for 
plaintiff  or  its  customers.  Neither  act  is  a 
naked  transgression  against  plaintiff."  The 
injunction  was  dissolved. 

A  San  Jose  paper  contained  this  adver- 
tisement, "Have  you  a  policy  in  any  of  the 
following  companies  ?  If  you  have,  bring 
them  to  our  office  without  delay,  as  we 
have  authority  to  cancel  and  rewrite  them 
at  any  rate  necessary  to  get  the  business. 
R.  &  Co."  Judge  McKenna  enjoined  the 
publications  of  advertisements  like  this  and 
also  threats  of  boycotting  at  Salt  Lake  City. 

J.  M.  Hartley,  special  agent  for  the  Con- 
tinental, dropped  into  the  Coast  Review 
otfice  and  indulged  in  some  interesting 
reminiscences  of  "the  good  old  days  in  Iowa 
in  the  late  fifties."  He  carried  his  father's 
daily  bank  deposit  in  a  market  basket. 
Paper  was  cheap  in  those  days.  Bank  Note 
Detectors  were  on  every  counter  and  shin- 
plasters  were  deposited  daily  in  banks  at 
ten  percent  discount.  The  merchant  was 
afraid  to  keep  his  bank  bills  over  night  for 
fear  that  next  day' s  Detector  would  announce 
the  failure  of  the  issuing  bank.  Farmers 
came  to  town  and  disposed  of  their  hogs 
and  grain  and  hastened  with  the  money  to 
the  stores,  where  they  spent  every  dollar  of 
it  in  the  fear  that  before  they  came  back  to 
town,  the  state  bank  and  private  bank  bills 
would  be  worthless.  There  were  three- 
dollar  bills  in  those  days.  There  was  very 
little  silver  and  no  gold  at  all. 
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The  Uncertainties  of  Life 

In  June,  1914,  The  Mutual  Life  issued  a 
clieck  to  Captain  Oscar  Anderson  of  San 
Francisco  in  payment  of  a  maturing  endow- 
ment policy.  Captain  Anderson  was  at  the 
time  in  Aberdeen,  Washington,  and  desired 
the  proceeds  of  the  policy  to  be  paid  to  his 
wife  in  San  Francisco.  His  endorsement  of 
the  check,  however,  was  necessary,  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  was  worried  lest  the  check 
might  be  lost  in  transit  if  sent  by  mail. 
Accordingly  written  assurance  was  given  by 
our  San  Francisco  manager  to  the  effect  that 
in  case  of  loss  a  duplicate  check  would  be 
issued.  Later,  however,  Mrs.  Anderson, 
having  decided  to  visit  her  husband  at 
Aberdeen,  took  the  clieck  with  her.  He 
endorsed  the  paper  and  she  carried  it  with 
her  on  her  return  journey  to  San  Francisco 
in  September,  sailing  on  the  steamer  Francis 
H.  Leggett.  On  September  18th  the 
steamer  was  foundered  at  sea,  Mrs.  Ander- 
son perished  in  the  wreck,  and  the  check 
of  course  was  lost.  On  receiving  due  proof 
of  the  facts  in  April,  a  duplicate  check  was 
issued  and  duly  delivered  to  Captain  Ander- 
son. The  incident  illustrates  the  uncertain- 
ties of  life,  and  also  the  certainty  that  repu- 
table life  insurance  companies  will  always 
keep  faith  with  policyholders.  Although  the 
policy  itself  may  be  destroyed,  or  the  draft 
for  the  proceeds  may  be  lost,  the  money  will 
be  duly  paid  on  presentation  of  proper 
proofs  of  loss. — ^lutual  Interests. 


Answers 


H.  J. — Premiums  should  be  kept  up  on 
policy  on  disappeared  insured — because  he 
may  re-appear.  A  ]\linnesota  court  has 
ruled  that  though  a  disappeared  person  is 
not  legally  dead  until  the  expiration  of 
seven  years,  siach  person,  as  far  as  the  life 
insurance  policy  is  concerned,  died  when  he 
vanished  and  the  policy  thereupon  became 
due.  Under  this  decision,  the  insurer  is 
required  to  return  premiums  paid  thereafter 
and  interest  on  the  withheld  insurance. 


Underinsnred 

When  we  began  to  lead  up  to  the  question 
of  whether  it  was  worth  while  to  discuss  it 
we  were  confronted  with  certain  facts.  In 
the  first  place  we  have  got  to  assume  that 
the  men  in  this  country  are  underinsnred 
and  the  recent  campaign  has  served  better 
than  anything  we  have  done  heretofore  to 
point  out  that  fact  to  the  American  people. 

There  is  a  fact  that  you  must  remember 
when  you  come  to  discuss  this  matter  with 
executive  officers.  They  say  that  income 
insurance  is  hard  to  sell  because  it  does 
not  seem  to  the  man  that  he  is  getting  as 
much  for  his  money. 

Speaking  by  and  large  the  people  in  this 
country,  as  a  rule,  do  not  have  an  excess  of 
income.  They  have  uses  and  calls  for 
about  all  they  have.  They  are  like  the 
man  who  was  working  in  the  kitchen  one 
day,  doing  some  papering,  when  a  lady 
came  in,  having  been  much  impressed  by  a 
meeting  she  had  attended  the  day  before, 
where  they  had  been  discussing  the  need 
for  greater  thrift  among  the  workingmen. 
She  said:  "My  dear  man,  I  would  like  to 
know  what  you  do  with  your  income." 
He  replied:  "Why,  madam,  I  have  got 
nine  children  and  after  I  get  through  pay- 
ing the  butcher  and  the  baker  and  the  rent 
bill,  I  pack  the  rest  away  in  barrels."  — 
Eobert  Lynn  Cox. 


Receiver  Asked  for  Knights  of  Honor 

St.  Louis,  June  7. — Application  was  made 
to  the  Federal  District  Court  here  today  for 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver  for  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  asking  that  the  lodge  be 
declared  insolvent.  It  is  declared  that  on 
April  30  last  the  liabilities  of  the  order  were 
approximately  $600,000,  and  the  assets 
$400,000,  leaving  a  deficit  of  $200,000. 

The  outstanding  insurance  is  placed  at 
$23,000,000.  The  petition  says  that  an 
official  examination  disclosed  that  the 
order  was  not  carrying  out  its  contracts  in 
good  faith. 
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Metropolitan   Life  Awarded  the  Medal  of 
Honor  at  P.  P.  I.  Ex. 

The  international  jury  of  award  in  the 
social  economy  department  at  the  World's 
Fair  in  San  Francisco — a  jury  composed  of 
representative  men  from  the  Americas  and 
Europe,  awarded  the  Metropolitan  Life  Ins. 
Co.  the  medal  of  honor  for  its  exhibit  at 
the  fair.  The  basis  of  the  award  was 
hygienic  and  sanitation  education. 


Lack  of  a  Comma 

A  comma  will  not  be  supplied  by  con- 
struction after  the  word  "performed"  in 
order  to  make  false  a  negative  answer  to  a 
question  asked  insured,  "Have  you  ever 
had  a  surgical  operation  performed  or 
received  treatment  in  a  hospital  *  *  *  or 
any  public  or  private  institution  for  the 
treatment  of*  *  *  disease?  "  where  the 
proof  showed  that  insured  liad  been  operated 
on  at  her  home. — Tex.  C.  of  A.,  165  S.  W. 
110. 

This  was  a  Ladies  of  Maccabees  of  the 
World  case.  Resistance  to  death  claim 
was  made  by  this  sisterly  fraternal,  because 
deceased  had  answered  "no"  to  question, 
"Have  you  consulted  a  physician?"  whereas 
a  physician  had  attended  lier  at  a  natural 
childbirth. 

The  court  held  that  such  attendance  is 
not  a  medical  consultation. 

In  the  policy  there  was  lack  of  a  needful 
comma;  in  the  defense  there  was  lack  of 
needful  common  sense. 

These  fraternal  insurance  folks  are  always 
seeking  a  pretext  to  fight  a  claim. 


The  rate  of  interest  on  loans  to  policy- 
holders on  the  security  of  their  policies 
having  been  raised  to  6  percent  by  a  large 
company,  other  companies  were  obliged  to 
follow  this  bad  example  to  prevent  a  dis- 
crimination by  borrowing  policyliolders 
against  them ;  for  a  man  holding  policies  in 
several  c;  mpanies,  as  many  men  do  hold, 
will  borrow  from  the  company  charging 
him  the  least  interest.  But  the  fact  is  that 
a  life  company,  holding  the  funds  of  its 
policyholders,  should  not  be  subject  to  such 
discrimination.      The  rate   chargeable    for 


such  policy  loans  should  be  uniform,  by 
law  if  necessary,  and  such  rate  should  not 
be  materially  larger  than  that  earned  by  the 
companies  on  loans  of  equal  security.  The 
rate  of  interest,  high  or  low,  never  induces 
the  policyholder  to  repay  the  loan  nor  deters 
him  from  borrowing  from  his  insurer.  The 
spectacle  of  a  life  company  charging  a  higher 
rate  of  interest  to  its  policyholder  than  to  a 
non-policyholder  who  offers  no  better  secur- 
ity for  the  loan  impresses  this  independent 
observer  as  an  ugly  one.  A  life  insurance 
company  is  one  for  service  to  its  policy- 
holders and  not  a  financial  institution  to 
make  a  profit  off  the  few  for  the  benefit  of 
the  many.  May  it  not  be  true,  too,  that  a 
low  interest  charge  will  persuade  the  bor- 
rowing policyholder  to  repay  loan,  with 
interest,  rather  than  lapse?  The  high  rate 
of  interest  will  not  deter  him  from  borrow- 
ing ;  the  low  rate  of  interest  may  deter  him 
from  lapsing — so  that  he  may  borrow  his 
reserve  again.  This  view,  we  know,  is  un- 
popular, though  original,  not  to  say  aborig- 
inal, provoking  savage  comment. 


From  out  the  East  come  stories  of  better 
business  conditions.  Steel  industries  are 
increasing  their  operations.  Imports  have 
increased  as  compared  with  two  years  ago. 
The  munition  factories  are  running  day  and 
night,  and  other  demands  from  abroad  are 
keeping  many  industries  busy.  Lead,  zinc 
and  copper  have  made  remarkable  advances 
in  price.  If  you  are  thinking  of  buying  a 
flying  machine,  don't,  for  the  price  of  the 
engine  has  jumped  from  |1,250  to  $2,500. 


The  Central  California  Gas  Co.  has  been 
denied  a  stock  and  bond  issue  by  the  Cali- 
fornia railroad  commission,  because  guilty 
of  "fraudulent  financial  practices."  The 
commission  said  it  found  a  deficit  of  $14,753 
instead  of  $611  surplus  as  reported  by  Pres. 
C.  F.  Forney. 


It  is  well  to  reflect  that  the  average  active 
human  life  is  only  12  years. 


How    much  can   you   accomplish    in     12 
years? 
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771  New  Laws  in  California 

Sacramento,  June  12.— Governor  Johnson, 
at  seven  minutes  before  midnight,  com- 
pleted the  task  of  aflSxing  his  signature  to 
771  of  the  997  bills  passed  by  the  recent 
legislature.  At  the  stroke  of  12  the  third 
day's  grace  allowed  by  law  was  at  an  end 
and  the  measures  that  did  not  bear  the 
executive's  signature  had  been  relegated  via 
the  "pocket  veto." 


Second  Holdup    of  Spokane  Bank  in 
Three  RIonths 

Spokane,  June  1. — A  lone  robber  entered 
the  office  of  the  Citizens'  Savings  &  Loan 
Society  at  noon  today,  backed  the  book- 
keeper, George  F.  Preston,  into  a  rear 
room  and  escaped  with  §500.  The  robber 
carried  two  revolvers,  which  he  pointed  at 
Preston,  who  was  alone  in  the  office,  on  the 
street  floor  of  the  largest  office  building  in 
the  city.  As  soon  as  he  obtained  the  money, 
the  robber  backed  into  the  street  and 
mingled  with  the  crowd.  The  oflice  of  the 
society  has  been  robbed  twice  within  three 
months  in  the  same  manner. 


U.  S.  F.  &  G.  vs.  CoUierville    Bank    Case 
Up  for  Third  Time 

The  suit  of  James  F.  Hunter  and  Lamar 
Heiskel,  receivers  of  the  Bank  of  CoUier- 
ville, Tenn.,  against  the  L'nited  States 
Fidelity  &  Guaranty  again  came  up  for 
hearing  in  the  supreme  court  at  Jackson 
last  week.  The  bank  failed  as  a  result  of 
the  embezzlement  of  L.  T.  Ward,  its  cash- 
ier, who  was  recently  pardoned  by  Governor 
Rye  after  serving  nearly  two  years.  The 
IT.  S.  F.  &  G.  was  on  Ward's  bond,  and 
the  receivers  claimed  82o.000  thereunder. 
When  the  case  was  first  tried  in  chancery 
court  in  Memphis,  the  U.  S.  F.  &  G.  won 
the  decision,  from  which  the  receivers 
appealed.  In  the  supreme  court  last  year 
this  decision  was  reversed,  and  the  bonding 
company  appealed. — Vindicator. 


Prudential   Awarded    Grand    Prize   at 
P.  P.  1.  E. 

The  international  jury  of  award  in  the 
department  of  social  economy  of  the  World's 
Fair  at  San  Francisco  gave  the  Prudential 
Ins.  Co.  the  grand  prize,  the  highest  award, 
for  its  big  life  insurance  exhibit.  The  basis 
of  the  award  was  the  fine  display  made. 
The  statistician  of  the  company,  Fi'ederick 
L.  Hoffman,  received  honorable  mention 
for  his  work  in  the  preparation  of  the 
exhibit. 


Two  Hustling  Life  Insurance  Men 

"Let  me  plow  this  field." 

"Thanks." 

"I'm  canvassing  this  district  for  the 
World-Beater  Life  Insurance  Company," 
said  the  willing  worker,  after  finishing  the 
field.     "Do  you  own  this  fine  farm?" 

"Oh,  no,"  replied  the  other  man.  "I'm 
representing  the  Domost  Good  Life  Insur- 
ance Company.  The  farmer  has  gone  to 
town,  but  I  assured  him  the  field  would  be 
plowed  by  the  time  he  got  back." 


National  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Side  Steps  Failure. 
— The  state  insurance  board  of  Nebraska  has 
by  court  order  taken  charge  of  the  National 
Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.  of  Omaha.  This 
company  paid  dividends  to  stockholders 
from  the  start,  while  at  the  same  time 
putting  aside  too  small  reserves  for  pend- 
ing claims.  Its  overhead  expenses  were 
high.  It  is  the  same  old  story.  Prompt 
action  has  barely  saved  the  company  from 
a  receivership — which  may  come  later.  The 
Southwestern  has  taken  over  three  kinds  of 
the  N.  F.  &.  C.  business.  Moral  for  agents: 
study  your  company's  figures. 


Oakland,  June  22. — After  carrying  its  own 
insurance  last  year  for  protection  of  the  city 
against  claims  made  when  employees  are 
killed  or  injured,  Oakland  will  now  be 
insured  by  the  state.  The  city  council  has 
authorized  the  payment  of  $14,000  from  the 
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city   treasury   for   premiums   for  the   next 
fiscal  year. 


Automobile. — Correspondents  of  the  London 
Post  Magazine  complain  of  secrecy  as  to 
motor-car  rates.  They  can  obtain  business 
only  by  immediately  quoting  premium  rates, 
securing  the  premium  and  giving  cover; 
but  must  wait  until  the  office  quotes  prem- 
iums on  receipt  of  form  completed.  One 
writer  says  that  the  managers  of  non-tariff 
companies  are  always  as  well  supplied  with 
even  the  newest  tariffs  as  any  of  the  tariff 
companies,  "and,  this  being  so,  it  is  puerile 
to  keep  the  brokers  or  large  agents  from 
using  the  compendium." 


Post  Magazine  Almanack,  1915. —  This  amaz- 
ingly good  annual  is  published  in  London, 
9  St.  Andrew  st.,  Holborn  Circus,  E.  C,  by 
Trustees  of  T.  J.  W.  Buckley.  Price  varies 
from  say  25  cts  to  90  cts,  according  to  bind- 
ing. There  are  about  300  worth-reading 
pages.  The  advertisements  are  outstanding 
in  interest.  The  Almanack  is  a  directory 
and  a  reference  year  book,  covering  insur- 
ance of  every  kind — couipanies  and  persons. 
Insurance  peers  require  near  two  pages; 
insurance  members  of  parliament,  one  and 
a  fifth.  The  directory  of  actuaries  covers 
four  pages,  as  large  as  these.  Twenty-eight 
insurance  institutes  spread  their  officers' 
and  committees'  names  over  seven  pages. 
The  British  insurance  men  have  a  rifle 
club,  chess  club,  cricket  league,  clerks' 
orphanage,  a  faculty  of  insurance.  The 
Britishers  are  world-beaters  in  insurance,  in 
many  respects,  in  variety,  originality  and 
breadth  of  experience.  This  Almanack 
helps  one  to  understand  the  comprehensive- 
ness and  world  service  of  British  insurance. 

The  advertising  pages  are  hardly  second 
in  interest.  Many  companies  therein  are 
wholly  unknown  in  this  country.  There 
are  such  unusual  names  as  Law,  Legal,  Fine 
Art,  Profits  &  Income,  Abstainers,  Provi- 
dent Clerks,  Pearl,  Drapers,  Refuge,  etc. 
The  statistical  pages  cover  Great  Britain, 
Ireland  and  the  Continent. 


Grange  in  convention  here  adopted  a 
resolution  favoring  the  abolition  of  the 
present  legislature  and  the  substitution  of 
a  lawuiaking  body  to  be  composed  of  not 
more  than  fifteen  members,  elected  for  a 
four-year  term  and  to  remain  in  session 
continuously. 

Why  not?  Is  this  a  hint  of  the  future  for 
all  the  states?  In  California  it  is  proposed 
to  abolish  the  senate  branch,  and  another 
proposition  is  to  substitute  a  commission 
for  the  legislature.  These  changes  will  force 
legislators  to  go  to  work.  But  imagine  a 
Kehoe  elected  for  four  years  and  "con- 
tinuously in  session." 

San  Francisco  Water. — Spring  Valley  Water 
Co.  is  now  extending  its  mains  into  suffer- 
ing outside  districts  of  the  city-county.  The 
city  allows  the  new  compromise  rates, 
which  warrants  the  heavy  expenditures  by 
the  water  company.  Bay  View,  University, 
Richmond  and  Sunset  districts  have  long 
been  shy  of  water,  and  their  development 
delay,  because  of  the  "inspired"  hostile 
attitude  of  the  boards  of  supervisors,  which 
have  threatened  to  create  a  competitive 
water  supply. 


Sacramento  Side  Steps  Safety  Ordinance. — The 
ordinance  prohibiting  the  sale  and  discharge 
of  fireworks  has  been  ignored  this  year  as 
to  the  Fourth  of  July.  The  city  authorities 
will  permit  firecrackers  in  the  city  parks. 
The  example  is  bad.  It  is  a  step  backward 
toward  that  recklessness  which  a  few  years 
ago  caused  many  fires  and  accidents.  Per- 
mission for  firecrackers  in  the  parks  will 
result  in  their  discharge  in  other  parts  of 
the  city  where  fires  may  be  started. 


Would    Abolish     Oregon     Legislature.  —  Tilla- 
mook,   Or.,    May    14.     The    Oregon    State 


Death  claims  were  recently  paid  by  the 
Union  Mutual  Life  at  Clifton  and  Lowell, 
Arizona;  Berkeley,  Hollywood,  Mill  Valley, 
Oakland,  San  Bernardino,  Santa  Cruz,  and 
San  Francisco,  California;  Colorado  Springs 
and  Fruita,  Colorado;  Shelby,  Mont.; 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico;  Portland,  Or.; 
Salt  Lake,  Utah;  Arlington  and  Republic, 
Wash. 
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Detroit  F.  &  M. 

This  company,  which  will  be  a  half 
century  old  next  year,  has  $2,274,404  assets. 
The  surplus  as  to  policyholders  is$l, 532, 127. 
It  is  represented  by  Manager  Edwin  Parrish, 
who  wrote  an  increased  business  for  it,  with 
a  loss  ratio  of  only  29  percent. 


known  companies  to  lose  lots  of  money  on 
both  classes. 


Many  Boxes  of  Dynamite  Explode 

At  2  a.  m.  Sunday,  May  30,  Seattle  and 
the  surrounding  districts  were  sliaken  by 
the  explosion  of  fifteen  tons  of  dynamite  on 
a  scow  anchored  in  Elliott  bay.  The  scow 
and  "Fat"  the  watchman  disappeared.  The 
dynamite  was  shipped  from  San  Francisco 
May  13  and  was  destined  for  Vladivostok. 
There  were  622  50-lb.  boxes  of  Hercules 
powder. 

The  explosion  broke  windows  throughout 
Seattle  and  Everett  and  Bremerton.  It  is 
estiinated  that  between  6,000  and  7,000 
panes  of  glass  were  broken,  including  many 
panes  of  valuable  plate  glass.  Albers  mill- 
plant  was  damaged,  one  wall  being  thrust 
out  of  perpendicular. 

The  cause  of  the  explosion  is  unknown. 
As  at  first  there  was  an  intention  to  ship 
the  dynamite  on  a  Japanese  vessel,  the 
theory  of  a  plot  to  destroy  the  latter  with 
a  bomb  finds  favor.  The  master  of  the 
Kaifuku  received  a  threatening  letter,  say- 
ing that  if  he  carried  munitions  to  the  Rus- 
sians he  would  be  blown  up.  Two  Japanese 
masters  refused  to  accept  the  consignment. 
The  Hazel  Dollar  was  to  take  it  on  June  1. 

The  plate  glass  companies  are  hard  hit. 
Their  losses  may  amount  to  $25,000. 


The  Northwestern  jNIutual  Fire  of  Seattle 
has  been  re-licensed  in  California.  Some 
minor  conditions  have  been  imposed  and 
accepted — to  "save  the  face"  of  thecommis- 
sioner,  we  fancty.  One  of  these  conditions 
is  that  the  mutual  must  state  in  the  policy 
that  policyholders  are  liable  for  all  "losses" 
except  fire  losses.  We  suppose  this  means 
a  liability  for  Manager  Martin's  salary. 
This  Washington  mutual  specializes  on 
growing  grain  and  lumber  hazards,  and  is 
in  for  big  profits  or  big   losses.      AVe   have 


Doubled 


In  ten  years  the  amount  of  fire  insurance 
written  on  this  Coast  has  doubled.  Has  the 
population  doubled? 

The  amount  written  in  California  has  not 
quite  doubled. 

Half  of  the  total  amount  written  is  on 
California  property. 

The  largest  city  total  written  is  in  San 
Francisco. 

The  lowest  large  city  loss  ratio  is  in  San 
Francisco. 


Quake  in  Southern  California 

An  earth  tremble  of  volcanic  origin  did 
some  damage  to  towns  in  Imperial  valley 
and  in  Mexico,  June  22.  Loss  of  life 
occurred  in  the  Mexican  town  of  Mexical  and 
in  the  American  town  of  Calexico.  Two  or 
three  fires  are  reported.  Being  newly  de- 
veloped the  district's  towns  are  rather  flimsy 
in  construction.  El  Centro  in  Imperial 
county  was  the  chief  sufferer.  Chimneys 
and  cornices  and  fire  walls  were  shaken 
down,  as  by  the  quake  of  northern  California 
in  1906.  The  electric  current  for  the 
valley  was  instantly  shut  off  by  the  central 
operator.  His  wit  and  quickness  prevented 
fires,  The  Thing  &  Thing  building  at 
Calexico  was  partly  burned.  The  Delta 
Mercantile  Co.  at  El  Centro  lost  heavily  by 
fire.  In  Calexico  the  Calexico  meat  market 
and  Scott's  grocery  were  damaged  by  fire. 
The  overturning  of  lamps  started  several 
cottage  fires. 


Larger  policies  recently  paid  by  the 
Mutual  Life  include — San  Francisco:  Sig. 
D.  Freshman,  $10,000;  Jas.  Heiman,  $5,039; 
Listan  C.  Robinson,  $5,060,  Los  Angeles: 
O.  E.  F.  Kuck,  $55,833.  Sacramento:  Emil 
Strinmann,  $5,549.  Hueneme,  Cal.,  T.  R. 
Baid,  $20,000.  Piedmont,  Cal.,  Wm.  H. 
Chickering,  $5,055.  Ventnraco.,  Cal,,  Wm. 
A.  Mays,  $10,013.  Denver,  James  A.  Bangs, 
$10,000.  Seattle,  Clarence  Lucas,  §10,0u0. 
Piiiladelphia:  Nathan  A.  Taylor,  $175,283. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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The  Connecticut  Fire 

This  sixty-five  year  old  Hartford  company 
has  $6,769,130  assets,  of  which  $2,259,123  is 
surpkis  to  policyholders.  The  premium 
income  is  over  three  and  one-half  millions. 
The  Connecticut  is  represented  in  this  field 
by  B.  J.  Smith,  who  wrote  an  increased 
business  ($485,233  premiums)  for  the  com- 
pany, with  a  low  loss  ratio.  ManagerSmith 
also  represents  the  Westchester. 


Titanic' 8  Claimants  Win 

New  York,  June  8. — The  right  of  claim- 
ants in  suits  based  on  the  sinking  of  the 
White  Star  liner  Titanic  to  withdraw 
the  limitation  of  liability  proceedings 
brought  by  the  Oceanic  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Ltd.,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
suits  against  the  White  Star  line  in  Eng- 
lish courts,  was  upheld  in  a  decision  ren- 
dered here  today  by  the  United  States  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Appeal. 

The  trial  of  the  limitation  of  liability  pro- 
ceedings is  to  take  place  June  22.  The 
Oceanic  Steam  Navigation  Company,  Ltd., 
by  asking  for  a  limitation  of  liability  under 
the  United  States  statute,  wants  to  settle 
claims  aggregating  $18,000,000  with  $97,000, 
the  Titanic  freight,  passage  and  salvage 
money  on  the  fateful  voyage. 


War 

Books  have  been  written  in  defense  of 
war  as  the  great  character-maker  of  men 
and  nations.  One  writer,  now  much 
quoted,  says:  "God  will  see  to  it  that  war 
always  recurs  as  a  drastic  medicine  for  tlie 
human  race." 

All  life  is  war.  The  prizes,  the  rewards, 
the  luxuries,  and  even  the  necessities,  go  to 
the  victors. 

Can  it  be  possible  that  insurance  rate- 
wars  are  "medicine"  for  the  restoration  of 
business  sanity?  Filing  too  low  schedules 
is  a  form  of  rate-warring  in  the  foolish 
states  which  require  them.  In  states  that 
make  rates,  the  acceptance  of  too  low  rates 
is  a  sort  of  "war"  whereby  only  the  big, 
strong  companies  can  survive. 


Son,"  a  huge  bear,  the  third  float  in  the 
parade,  caught  fire  from  a  short  circuiting 
of  the  wiring,  and  in  a  second  was  a  mass 
of  flames.  The  young  women  on  the  float 
were  removed  to  safety  before  their  dresses 
were  scorched. 


Hartford  Fire  Awarded  a  Medal 

The  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.  has  a  hand- 
some rest  and  welcome  booth  in  a  P.  P.  I. 
Ex.  palace.  For  this  the  company  has  been 
awarded  a  bronze  medal. 


$25,467    Damages   Asked 

The  first  jitney  bus  damage  suit  filed  in 
the  bay  region  is  by  Wendell  S.  Childs,  of 
Oakland,  who  seeks  $25,467  as  compensa- 
tion from  C.  H.  Congdon  and  E.  F.  Smith, 
owners  of  a  jitney,  for  injuries  sustained  by 
Childs  May  18.  A  bus  in  which  Childs  was 
a  passenger  struck  an  auto  truck.  Childs 
received  a  compound  fracture  of  his  right 
leg.  He  alleges  the  jitney  was  being  driven 
carelessly. 


Mrs.  Murphy  —  An'  phwat  is  double  in- 
dimnity  accidint  inshurance  Pat? 

Murphy— Sure,  ye  lie  twice  as  hard  about 
the  ixtent  of  your  in'jries,  an'  the  comp'ny 
tries  twice  as  hard  to  keep  ye  from  gittin'  a 
cint."— Puck. 

Alas  !  there  is  some  truth  in  what  Murphy 
says.  Too  often,  on  technical  grounds,  the 
double  indemnity  claim  is  settled  on  the 
single  indemity  basis. 


Failure  to  disclose  existence  of  mortgage 
or  deed  of  trust  does  not  invalidate  the 
policy — in  North  Carolina  —  except  during 
the  life  of  the  mortgage  or  deed  of  trust. 
The  coinsurance  clause  must  be  applied  for 
by  the  insured  and  the  words  "coinsurance 
contract"  stamped  on  the  policy. 


At  Los  Angeles,   la&t  week,    "A   Native 


No,  William  Henry;  Colon  was  not  so 
named  because  ships  put  coal  on  there — 
though  in  the  '60' s  ship  passengers  had  to 
help  put  coal  on  in  Colon.  This  Panama 
city  was  named  after  Christopher  Colon,  the 
brave  adventurer  who  discovered  the  West 
Indies. 
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Veto  of  the  Brokers'  Bill  Restricting 
Right  of  Lending  Life  Company  to 
Require  Borrower  to  Insure  with  Stip- 
ulated Broker  or  Company 

Gov.  AVhitinan  of  New  York  has  A'etoed  a 
bill  passed  by  the  New  York  legislature 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  insurance 
law,  in  relation  to  the  lending  of  money  by 
life  insurance  corporations.  In  doing  so, 
Governor  Whitman  made  public  the  follow- 
ing veto  message: 

"This  bill  seeks  to  amend  the  insurance 
law  by  adding  a  new  section  to  be  known 
as  section  100a  to  read  as  follows: 

'Certain  conditions  prohibited  on  the 
making  of  loans.  Neither  a  trustee,  director 
or  officer  of  a  life  insurance  company  shall 
direct  or  require  a  borrower  or  such  com- 
pany, upon  mortgage,  to  negotiate  any  policy 
of  insurance  on  the  mortgaged  property 
through  a  particular  insurance  broker  or 
brokers  or  attempt  to  divert  to  any  particu- 
lar insurance  broker  or  brokers  the  patron- 
age of  borrowers  from  such  life  insurance 
company  or  refuse  to  accept  an  insurance 
policy  on  the  property  mortgaged  or  pro- 
posed to  be  mortgaged  because  it  was  not 
negotiated  through  a  particular  insurance 
broker  or  brokers.' 

"The  purpose  of  the  section  added  is  to 
restrict  and  regulate  a  subject  whicli  is 
solely  one  of  contract.  Such  an  amend- 
ment can  only  be  justified  on  the  ground 
that  a  corporation  is  subject  to  regulations 
that  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

"After  a  hearing  and  careful  consideration 
on  the  proposed  bill,  I  fail  to  see  any  useful 
purpose  that  can  be  accomplished.  Even  if 
the  proposed  bill  should  be  approved  it 
simply  places  upon  the  statute  books  a 
statute  which,  in  my  judgment,  is  not 
enforcible. 

"No  act  of  the  legislature  can  compel  a 
corporation  to  loan  its  money  to  individuals 
unless  the  corporation  is  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  terms  upon  which  the  loan  is  made. 

"It  will  be  noted  that  the  above  amend- 
ment applies  to  life  insurance  companies 
alone.  If  the  provision  is  a  good  one  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  be  enacted  in 
regard  to   life   insurance    companies     and 


should  not  aff'ect  other  corporations  lending 
money  on  bonds  and  mortgages,  such  as 
bond  and  mortgage  guarantee  companies, 
trust  companies  and  other  corporations 
whose  business  it  is  to  invest  assets  upon 
bonds  and  mortgage  security. 

"The  purpose  of  the  bill  is  to  take  away 
from  a  single  class  of  lenders  the  right  to 
name  the  insurance  expert  upon  whom  they 
must  rely.  It  is  urged  in  support  of  the 
bill  that  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  lender 
selects  its  fire  insurance  broker  or  not,  as  it 
is  protected  by  the  so-called  mortgagee 
clause.  But  I  believe  that  the  mortgagee 
clause  does  not  protect  the  lender  in  the 
event  of  a  mistake  in  the  date  of  a  pohcy  or 
failure  to  properly  describe  the  property 
covered,  or  numerous  other  contingencies 
involved  in  a  complicated  bond  and  mortgage 
transaction. 

"Furthermore,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  cases 
of  building  loans,  the  qualification  of  the 
broker  who  writes  the  insurance  is  a  most 
serious  matter  and  might  cause  great  loss  to 
the  lender  if  the  broker  should  be  untrust- 
worthy. 

"Neither  the  Armstrong  Investigation 
Committee  nor  any  superintendent  of  insur- 
ance have  suggested  or  in  any  way  recom- 
mended that  the  life  insurance  companies 
should  not  be  free  to  choose  the  broker  to 
write  fire  insurance  on  mortgage  loans. 

"The  superintendent  of  insurance  opposes 
the  enactment  of  this  measure. 

"For  the  above  reasons  I  therefore  dis- 
approve the  bill." 

(Signed)     Charles  S.  Whitman. 


We  have  been  told  that  sometimes  the 
policies  of  superior  fire  companies  have 
been  rejected  by  life  company  lenders  and 
the  policies  of  inferior  insurers  accepted 
instead.  There  may  be  underhand  methods 
whereby  there  is  graft.  Companies  thus 
discriminated  against  by  lending  companies 
or  banks  have  promptly  stopped  such  dis- 
crimination by  lending  the  mortgagor  who 
cancels  the  old  mortgage. 

Gov.  Whitman's  arguments  are  sound. 
No  law  can  compel  a  company  to  lend  on 
mortgage  unless  the  terms  are  satisfactory. 
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and  it  has  a  right  to  require  insurance  on 
mortgaged  property  and  to  negotiate  with 
brokers  and  companies  of  the  lender's 
selection. 

Favoritism,  rebates,  division  of  commis- 
sions— these  are  outside  the  point  at  issue. 


Colorado  Insurance  Report 

The  1915  edition  of  this  annual  is  out  in 
good  time.  Tlie  commissioner  of  insurance, 
D.  M.  Eolph,  has  our  thanks  for  a  copy. 

These  statements  are  in  model  form,  a 
page  per  company.  Brevity  is  the  soul  of 
their  wit  and  service. 

It's  a  pity  the  California  report  is  not 
built  on  the  same  graceful  lines  and  out  by 
June  1  instead  of  December  31. 

The  average  Colorado  fire  premium  rate  is 
1.25  for  1914  and  the  loss  rate  39.8,  but 
the  Occidental  Fire's  was  the  leader  with 
591.0,  for  it  had  a  nominal  premium  and 
say  one  loss.  The  Hartford  led  in  premiuujs. 

Life  insurance  makes  a  respectable  $30,- 
753,257  new  showing.  The  Prudential  is 
outstanding  in  leadership. 

Mrs.  Commissioner  Rolph  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  this  practical  review  and  pre- 
sentment of  insurers'  affairs. 


Fair  Fires 

In  the  Palace  of  Machinery  at  the  Expo- 
sition at  5:30  o'clock  p.  m.  May  31  flames 
were  discovered  on  the  roof  of  the  palace 
directly  above  avenue  E  and  Second  street. 
Damage  to  the  building  was  slight.  Fire- 
men, carrying  a  fire  hose,  climbed  the  net- 
work of  braces  and  steel  rods  to  a  height  of 
125  feet,  then  wriggled  across  a  narrow 
beam  to  where  the  fire  blazed.  The  Expo- 
sition fire  companies'  engines  8,  20  and  23, 
and  fire  boat  No.  2  responded  to  the  alarm. 
Tlie  blaze  was  soon  extinguished.  It  was 
probably  caused  by  an  exhaust  pipe  from 
an  engine  exhibit  on  the  floor. 

The  second  mysterious  fire  in  the  Palace 
of  Fine  Arts  at  the  Exposition,  was  dis- 
covered early  in  a  lavatory  at  the  north  end 
of  the  structure.  For  a  few  miimtes  the 
blaze  threatened  to  become  serious.  Fire- 
men say  they  found  quantities  of  paper  and 
rags  in  the  room. 


Tropico  Planing  Mill  Destroyed  by 
Incendiaries 

Tropico,  Cal.,  June  13.  — A  fire,  believed 
to  have  been  of  incendiary  origin,  totally 
destroyed  the  Neimeyer  planing  mills  on  the 
Los  Feliz  road  this  afternoon.  Owing  to 
the  lack  of  water  the  local  department  was 
unable  to  combat  the  flames  and  put  in  a 
call  for  the  Glendale  department. 

Only  last  week  the  same  mills  were  fired 
in  exactly  the  same  way  in  a  pile  of  saw- 
dust near  the  stacked  lumber,  but  the  blaze 
was  extinguished  the  first  time  before  it  had 
gained  much  headway.  This  afternoon, 
however,  the  fire  had  a  good  start  before 
the  call  was  turned  in. 

The  Tropico  hospital  was  also  endangered 
this  morning  by  a  fierce  blaze  which  started 
in  a  mysterious  manner  in  the  dry  grass 
surrounding  the  building.  Quick  action  on 
the  part  of  firemen  saved  the  building.  An 
incipient  panic  was  calmed  by  the  attend- 
ants. 


The  directors  of  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Company  have  elected  Arthur 
"Williams  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  their  board 
caused  by  the  death  of  General  Thomas  H. 
Hubbard.  Mr,  Williams  is  general  com- 
mercial manager  of  the  New  York  Edison 
Company,  an  engineer  well  -  known,  not 
only  here  but  in  Europe.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi- 
neers, a  former  president  of  the  New  York 
Electrical  Society,  member  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  the 
Municipal  Art  Society,  the  National  Civic 
Federation,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Edison  Savings  Bank  Association,  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Social  Insurance,  the 
National  Geographical  Society,  the  Metro- 
politan Museum  of  Art,  President  of  the 
American  Museum  of  Safety  and  a  member 
of  many  commercial  and  social  bodies.  He 
is  the  author  of  numerous  papers  on  muni- 
cipal ownership,  on  electrical  topics  and  on 
the  relations  of  employers  and  employees. 
His  attainments  in  his  profession  and  along 
sociological  and  scientific  lines  have  been 
recognized  by  France  and  Spain,  both 
nations  having  decorated  him. 
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Bonds  payable  to  bearer  are  now  negoti- 
able instruments  in  California,  by  a  law 
which  was  not  signed  by  the  governor.  In 
the  Kohn  case  the  supreme  court  ruled  that 
such  bonds  were  not  negotiable  when  stolen. 
The  new  law  cures  the  previous  defect,  and 
bankers  and  other  lenders  may  safely  buy 
or  lend  on  such  bonds. 


Henry  Dodge  Estabrook  is  not  the  only 
man  who  takes  him  seriously.  The  Market 
World  &  Chronicle  does  too.  More's  the 
pity,  for  with  such  beacons  we  can  not  get 
on.  The  hasbeeners  must  keep  still  and 
douse  their  glims  or  the  country  will  slide 
into  further  gloom  on  sidepaths.  Watchful 
waiting  would  be  better.  Not  the  man  or 
policy  lingering  far  behind  nor  venturing 
far  in  front  is  wanted  to  restore  prosperity; 
but  the  man  of  sanity  and  compromise,  con- 
ceding this  and  insisting  only  on  a  little. 
Estabrook,  go  back  to  your  trickling  cave 
and  babble  no  more. 


Lumber  men  and  leather  men  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  are  complaining  earnestly  of 
present  conditions,  The  new  tariff,  they 
say,  puts  them  in  a  deep  and  gloomy  hole. 
Lumber  and  leather  and  hides  come  in  free 
from  Canada,  and  a-plenty  too,  while  the 
Dominion  in  turn  places  a  big  tariff  wall 
against  any  of  the  like.  Th(;refore  two- 
thirds  of  the  lumber  and  leather  workmen, 
are  idle  on  this  side  of  the  imaginary  divid- 
ing line.  Free  hides,  they  say,  boosted  beef 
and  the  price  of  shoes;  and  free  lumber  has 
not  increased  the  number  of  new  houses  nor 
tlie  savings  which  lift  mortgages.  Even 
diamonds  are  no  cheaper  nor  purses  more 
pulchritudinous.  There  is  real  depression 
on  the  Coast,  and  reduced  mercantile  stocks, 
and  increased  fire  losses — and  these  things 
are  significant.  If  we  could  but  line  up  all 
the  politicians  against  a  stone  wall  and 
immerse  them  in  gas,  all  would  be  well. 


Business  is  not  good,  and  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  quote  prices  or  sales  or  fail- 
ures or  retirements  to  prove  it.  What  is  to 
be  done?  It  is  folly  to  insist  that  confidence 
will  cure  the  evils.  We  must  first  admit  the 
evils,  discover  the  causes  and  experiment 
with  the  cures.  This  is  a  huge  country, 
large  as  all  Europe,  and  with  100,000,000 
population,  constituting  a  world  of  makers 
and  consumers  within  itself,  all  operating 
under  free  trade  as  regards  themselves.  No 
war  abroad  should  long  affect  the  employ- 
ment or  prosperity  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  We  shall  make  some  progress  by 
admitting  this. 

Chicago,  June  1. — The  annual  reports  of 
the  International  Harvester  Corporation, 
which  represents  the  foreign  business,  and 
the  International  Harvester  Company  of 
New  Jersey,  representing  the  domestic 
trade,  made  public  today,  show  a  decrease 
of  $4,105,245  in  earnings  for  1914,  compared 
with  figures  of  the  preceding  year. 


Many  people  in  this  country  who  have 
fancied  they  had  "fixed  incomes"  find 
themselves  in  a  sad  fix  now.  Dividends 
have  been  lowered  or  discontinued  and 
bond-coupons  have  been  repudiated.  Re- 
ported business  improvements  have  not 
improved  the  condition  of  these  unlucky 
investors,  many  of  whom  are  old  people. 
The  New  Haven  stockholders  are  con- 
spicuous examples  of  losers  who  can  not 
attribute  their  ill  fortunes  to  the  war  in 
Europe. 


An  unfavorable  indication  of  bad  business 
conditions  is  the  recent  reduction  of  salaries 
and    employees    by  large    business  houses. 


The  exactions  of  labor  unions  as  well  as 
legislation  by  demagogues  are  partly  re- 
sponsible for  present  business  conditions 
and  the  idleness  of  20  percent  of  the  work- 
ers. It  does  no  good  to  blink  at  facts. 
Eight  hours  a  day  at  a  third  increase  in 
wages  make  a  50  percent  increase  in  cost. 
The  output  is  a  fifth  less  and  tlie  wage  cost 
a  third  more.  This  necessarily  affects  the 
sale  of  goods  in  competition  abroad  or  at 
home  under  a  lowered  or  abolished 
tariff. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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Secretary  Anderson  of  the  Brokers 
Exchange 

The  late  D.  A.  Spencer's  successor,  S.  M. 
Anderson,  has  assumed  his  new  duties  as 
secretary  of  the  Insurance  Brokers  Exchange 
of  San  Francisco.  He  is  "making  good," 
too,  in  a  busy  and  efficient  way. 

Secretary  Anderson  was  for  twenty  years 
cashier  of  the  Balfour-Guthrie  companies' 
general  agency,  and  after  several  years 
with  the  Shreve  silverware  and  jewelry 
house  he  is  glad  to  return  to  the  insurance 
world.  He  is  a  brother  of  the  late  John 
McC.  Anderson  and  a  son  of  the  senior 
member  of  the  pioneer  jewelry  firm  of 
Anderson  &  Randolph. 


Anti-Rebate  Bill  Vetoed 

Tlie  anti-rebate  bill,  on  which  the  life 
men  spent  their  time  and  "gray  matter"  at 
Sacramento,  was  given  the  ha-ha  pocket 
veto  by  California's  governor.  Not  even 
the  support  of  the  fire  men,  whose  local 
agency  association  president  was  chosen 
because  he  supported  the  governor  at  the 
polls,  could  move  the  unsympathetic  Hiram. 

Worse,  it  is  rumored  that  Hiram  said  a 
business  that  so  requires  the  help  of  the 
state  needs  a  searching  investigation  and 
iron  clad  regulation,  which  he  will  order 
administered  eighteen  months  hence. 

Insurance  men  will  have  brought  this 
punishment  on  themselves  by  asking  the 
legislature  for  anything. 


Church  Mutual  Sued 

The  National  Mutual  Church  Ins.  Co.  of 
Chicago,  which  insures  church  property  on 
the  mutual  plan,  is  being  sued  by  the  Dillon 
M.  E.  Church  of  South  Dillon,  S.  C,  for  the 
loss  of  the  church  building  early  last  January. 
The  Chicago  mutual  sends  out  offers  to  insure 
churches  at  a  stipulated  low  premium.  The 
bait  of  "cheap"  insurance  by  a  "church" 
mutual  is  eagerly  swallowed. 

The  pastor  of  the  South  Carolina  church 
accepted  the  offer.  On  the  day  after  he 
mailed  the  letter  of  acceptance  his  church 
was  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  National  Mutual  Church  Ins.  Co. 
did  not  hesitate.  It  promptly,  shiveringly 
denied  any  liability. 


A  stock  company  would  have  acknowl- 
edged liability  and  paid  the  loss,  as  morally 
and  legally  bound,  under  the  law  and  cus- 
tom of  insurance. 

But  this  Chicago  church  mutual,  sued, 
denies  liability  on  the  ground  that  no  formal 
contract  of  insurance  had  been  entered  into. 
The  mutual  doesn't  care  for  the  equities  of 
the  claim — that  is  certain. 


Pennsylvania  Fire  to  Write  Several  Lines 
of  Insurance 

The  Pennsylvania  Fire  of  Philadelphia 
will  have  its  charter  amended  so  as  to 
write  all  forms  of  fire,  marine,  tornado, 
hail,  sprinkler  leakage  and  automobile,  etc., 
insurance. 


The  broker  bill  imposing  a  state  license 
of  |10,  which  had  the  support  of  the  brokers 
and  the  state  insurance  department,  received 
the  pocket-veto  quietus  from  California's 
governor.  Possibly  he  had  a  $100  license 
in  view,  and  "burning  in  oil  or  something 
like  that."     Or  state  insurance? 


In  California  a  new  law  provides  for  em- 
ployees' collection  of  disability  benefits  for 
occupational  diseases.  What  a  chance  for 
malingering  and  graft?  Our  industries  will 
be  burdened  out  of  existence,  possibly,  and 
the  liability  companies  likewise.  One  com- 
pany, it  is  hinted,  may  retire  from  the  state. 


Marine. — A  Boston  agent,  Fred  H.  Robin- 
son, "conveyed"  116,553  premiums  in  two 
years.    He  rests  in  jail. 


Here  is  a  sample  of  the  new  application 
for  agents'  licenses  in  California:  Weary, 
William,  1700  Market  street,  Milpitas. 


California's  commissioner  notifies  the 
companies  that  license  fees  cannot  be 
returned,  nor  made  to  apply  to  licenses  for 
others,  not  even  if  the  licensee  dies  or  goes 
to  jail  before  his  commission  arrives.  Cali- 
fornia returns  no  money  even  if  the  goods 
are  not  delivered. 


The  American  Life  Convention    meets  in 
Monterey,  Sept.  30,  Oct,  1  and  2. 
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Two  Receiverships — American  Union  and 
United  Surety 

In  last  week's  issue  of  the  Insurance 
World  we  took  occasion  to  comment  on  the 
slowness  with  which  the  Pennsylvania  Insur- 
ance Department  is  liquidating  the  affairs 
of  the  American  Union  Fire  of  Philadelphia. 
It  is  now  just  a  little  over  two  years  since 
the  American  Union,  badly  impaired  finan- 
cially, sought  refuge  in  the  hands  of  a 
receiver.  There  has  been  no  dividend  paid, 
and  there  is  none  in  immediate  prospect. 
But  there  is  another  company  in  the  hands 
of  receivers,  which  presents  a  much  worse 
case  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  creditor,  and 
which  has  still  less  excuse  for  failure  to  pay 
at  least  a  partial  dividend.  That  is  the  old 
defunct  United  Surety  Co.  of  Baltimore. 
Back  in  January,  1911,  almost  four  and  one- 
half  years  ago,  the  leading  stockholder  in 
this  company,  reputed  to  be  wealthy  and  a 
man  of  standing  in  Baltimore,  incouiunction 
with  two  other  directors  of  the  company 
made  application  in  court  for  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver.  In  the  application  claim 
was  made  that  the  company's  reserves  were 
intact  and  that  the  company  was  solvent. 
No  effort  was  made,  so  far  as  we  knew  then 
and  so  far  as  we  have  since  learned,  to  pro- 
tect either  the  company's  agents  or  its 
policyholders. — Insurance  World. 


'The  Hessian   Fly  Is  Scaring  the  Liver 
Out  Of  Me" 

Bosh!  If  it  weren't  the  Hessian  fly,  it 
would  be  the  boll  weevil,  or  the  potato  bug 
or  the  grasshopper,  or  floods,  drouth  or 
something  else. 

Don't  worry  about  the  Hessian  fly  until 
he  has  really  "gone  and  did  and  done  it." 
And  even  then  worry  would  be  useless  for 
it  would  be  time  to  be  up  and  doing  some- 
thing else. 

But  our  government  experts  say  that 
even  in  places  where  the  fly  has  been  that 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  crop  has  been 
affected  and  that  even  infected  districts  will 
yield  a  good  average  crop. 

Ever  since  you  began  to  listen  to  your 
elders,  can't  you  remember  how  there  was 
always  some  calamity  predicted  that  would 
surely  ruin  the  crops  or  country?    And  can 


you  remember  that  it  ever  turned  out  as 
badly  as  predicted? 

If  people  could  only  get  a  healthy  view 
point  on  worry,  they  would  make  it  sneak 
off  to  the  bleak  end  of  nowhere. 

Worry  never  started  or  finished  anything 
good  or  useful,  but  it  has  ruined  nerves, 
digestions,    hearts  and  homes. 

It  is  the  black  thought  starter  and  the 
black  hair  extinguisher. 

It  can  make  a  trouble  no  bigger  than  a 
penny  grow  to  the  proportion  of  the  sun, 
moon  and  stars  in  one. 

But  the  Lord  of  the  Universe,  in  turning 
such  a  pest  loose  upon  His  world,  provided 
its  antidote.  So  when  the  Hessian  fly  or 
anything  else  starts  worry  from  its  hole, 
work  will  make  it  scurry  back  to  cover. 
Worry  will  not  stay  the  ravages  of  the 
Hessian  fly;  but  work  before,  now  and 
later,  will. 

And  work's  first  aid  to  the  injured  is 
Insurance,  which  more  than  anything  else 
helps  to  heal  the  cuts  of  worry's  stinging 
lash.  —  The   Arnett  Annotations. 


An  Automobile  Claim 

The  other  car  used  for  hire  was  not  in  the 
garage  when  hunters  wanted  it,  and  an 
employee  thereupon  took  insured  car  out 
and  conveyed  the  hunters  to  their  destina- 
tion. Returning,  a  tire  was  punctured, 
and  another  garage's  car  came  and  took  the 
hunters  and  received  the  money  therefor. 
The  owner  then  came  and  got  his  car  and 
was  returning  home  with  it  when  it  acci- 
dentally was  burned.  The  insurer,  the 
Maryland  Motor  Car  Ins.  Co.,  denied  liabil- 
ity, under  a  clause  against  the  use  of  the 
car  for  passenger  service  or  for  hire.  The 
supreme  court  of  North  Carolina  held  that 
the  single  hiring  of  the  car,  and  that  too 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  owner,  was 
not  a  violation  of  the  prohibition ;  that  the 
car  was  not  "rented"  in  the  sense  of  that 
word  as  employed  in  the  policy,  nor  could 
its  use  by  the  hunters  be  considered  as 
being  engaged  in  the  "passenger  service." 
At  the  time  the  car  was  used,  moreover, 
the  alleged  forbidden  use  of  it  had  entirely 
ceased.  The  increase  of  risk  by  its  wrong- 
ful  use,  if   there   was    such,  had    entirely 
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ceased.  Thus  the  court,  quoting  Cotting- 
ham  V.  Ins.  Co.,  84  S.  E.  274.  To  which 
we  venture  to  add  that  the  Maryland  Motor 
Car  Ins.  Co.  in  this  case  has  taken  a  very 
narrow  view  and  acted  iUiberally. 


Legally  Adopted  Child  Does  Not  Share 
Life  Insurance  or  Property  of  Its 
Natural  Relatives 

Ventura,  Cal.,  June  13. — Judge  Rogers 
has  rendered  a  decision  that  a  ciiild  adopted 
into  another  family  cannot  share  in  the 
estate  of  its  natural  relatives.  The  case  is 
unique.  When  the  late  John  Darling  died 
he  left  a  large  estate  to  his  children.  But  a 
grandchild,  whose  parents  had  died,  had 
been  adopted  into  a  Santa  Paula  family  and 
was  ignored  in  the  will.  Suit  was  brought 
on  behalf  of  this  grandchild  for  a  share  in 
the  estate  and  denied  by  the  court.  Judge 
Rogers  held  that  the  effect  of  adoption  is  to 
establish  the  legal  relation  of  parent  and 
child  with  all  the  incidents  and  consequences 
of  that  relation  between  the  adopted  parent 
and  the  adopted  child. 


Isolation    May    Make    Tuberculosis 
Epidemic 

San  Francisco  has  an  ordinance  whereby 
the  victim  of  tuberculosis  may  be  seized  and 
interned  as  an  "enemy"  of  society.  This 
foolish  ordinance  has  been  enforced. 

There  is  talk  of  a  special  car  for  con- 
sumptives on  steam  and  electric  roads. 
There  are  camps,  hospitals,  homes  and 
reservations  for  these  doomed  invalids. 

The  bacilli  of  tuberculosis  are  every- 
where, and  for  this  reason  humanity  is 
becoming  immune  to  the  disease.  Many 
autopsies  of  children  prove  that  the  lungs  of 
the  average  child  are  scarred  by  tubercu- 
losis. If  not  thus  scarred,  we  may  assume 
that  at  say  age  30  the  unscarred  will  die  of 
tuberculosis. 

Let  us  assume  that  in  time  governments 
will  isolate  all  persons  afflicted  with  the 
white  plague.  In  theory,  then,  nobody  can 
contract  the  disease.  The  great  plague  will 
be  banished  from  earth.  The  new  genera- 
tion will  then  present  non-resisting  lung 
tissues  to  the   bacilli.     Let  the   disease   be 


again  started  and  it  will  travel  like  fire  in 
dry,  luxuriant  wild  grass.  The  disease  will 
be  an  epidemic.  Where  it  now  kills  thous- 
ands it  will  then  kill  millions. 

We  say  that  proposed  isolation  may  make 
tuberculosis  epidemic.  Such  a  disease  may 
actually  be  the  friend  of  humanity  by  slay- 
ing the  weak  and  thereby  multiplying  the 
strong. 

Are  physicians  absolutely  sure  that  the 
bacillus  of  tuberculosis  is  the  cause  of  the 
disease?  May  it  not  be  they  have  mistaken 
a  symptom  or  a  sequela  for  a  cause?  May 
it  not  be  a  fact  that  constitutional  weakness 
is  the  direct  cause  of  the  disintegration  of 
the  lungs,  or  of  any  organ?  and  the  appear- 
ance and  operations  of  "bacteria  of  disease" 
merely  an  inevitable  sequel? 


President     Kremer     sums     underwriting 
results  in  1914  as  towit: 

Premiums §333,647,016 

Losses  ....  8192,098,565 
Expenses  .  .  135,823,422 
Increas'd  liab.     20,402,740 


$348,324,727 
Loss  in  year  4.21  percent    .      14,677,711 

$348,324,727 
The  ten-year  results  show  a  net  loss   of 
?22,056,390  or  0.78  percent  on  the  under- 
writing account. 

The  premiums  and  losses  dealt  with 
include  those  of  fire  companies  writing 
marine  and  inland  business  also. 


For  a  long  time  dwellings  on  this  Coast 
have  been  unprofitable  risks.  For  several 
years  the  loss  ratio  on  this  class  averaged 
over  85  percent  of  the  premiums.  There  is 
no  sure  accounting  for  the  excessive  losses 
but  the  belief  is  that  the  moral  hazard  is 
the  cause.  Those  companies  which  inserted 
the  three-fourths  value  clause  in  dwelling 
policies  immediately  had  a  favorable  loss 
experience. 


Denver. — In  the  Mountain-Four  field  A. 
C.  Sundell  will  look  after  the  Germania 
Fire's  interests. 
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The  Fidelity-Phenix 

This  consolidation  of  two  large  companies 
has  $15,395,415  assets  and  wrote  $6,553,443 
premiums  in  1914.  Both  figures  are  large 
gains.  The  surplus  to  policyholders  is 
$6,645,814.  In  the  Pacific  West  the  prem- 
ium receipts  were  $613,108,  a  gain  of 
$164,000. 


Marine  Insurance 

The  origin  of  marine  insurance  is  not 
known.  In  olden  times  there  was  undoubt- 
edly individual  guaranties  against  loss  by 
perils  of  the  sea,  including  piracy.  The 
Phoenicians  probably  had  some  form  of 
partial  indemnity  or  shared  losses  but  there 
is  no  mention  of  it  in  any  ancient  annals. 
Some  time  about  the  year  1 100  of  our  era 
marine  insurance  took  definite  and  prac- 
tical form,  in  Northern  Italy.  The  Lom- 
bards (Longbeards),  originally  North  men 
and  seamen,  may  have  been  the  creators  of 
marine  insurance.  The  phraseology  of  the 
marine  policies  of  today  resembles  those  of 
Florence  in  1523.  The  Lloyds  form  is  about 
135  years  old.  It  names  the  vessel,  "where- 
of is  master,  under  God,  for  this  voyage." 
The  old  French  and  English  and  Italian 
heading,  "In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen,"  is 
still  retained  by  a  few  companies.  Insur- 
ances "lost  or  not  lost"  are  still  permitted 
by  some  countries. 

Barratry  comprehends  fraud,  knavery, 
incendiarism,  gross  malversation,  wilful 
illegality  and  criminal  negligence,  by  the 
master  of  the  ship.  Scuttling,  running 
ashore  to  wreck,  setting  ship  on  fire, 
abandoning  tlie  voyage,  selling  the  ship 
and  cargo  and  pocketing  the  proceeds  of 
sale,  deviation  from  course  for  master's 
profit,  are  all  barratrous.  Barratry  of  mas- 
ter and  crew  is  insured  against,  by  owners 
and  shippers. 

In  marine  insurance  "a  particular  aver- 
age" is  a  loss  borne  wholly  by  the  party 
upon  whose  property  it  takes  place.  It  is 
distinct  from  the  "general  average"  for 
which  several  parties  contribute.  The  F. 
P.  A.  clause  is  "free  of  particular  average." 
F.  A.  A.  clause  is  "free  of  all  average." 


Why  Wooden  Buildings  Are  Preferred 

In  the  course  of  conversation  with  a  mer- 
chant in  a  little  town  in  Kansas  the  w'riter 
asked  him  why  he  had  built  a  frame  store 
where  a  brick,  like  those  of  his  neighbors, 
would  have  cost  little  more  and  made  his 
insurance  rates  less. 

His  answer  may  explain  the  general  pref- 
erence for  wooden  buildings  in  small  towns. 

"I  occupied  a  frame  building  in  this  town 
for  years  and  always  enjoyed  good  health. 
Then  I  moved  into  a  brick  building  because 
it  looked  better  and  more  substantial  and 
got  me  a  lower  rate  for  insurance  on  my 
stock.  But  in  winter  it  was  a  cold  and 
cheerless  place,  and  in  rainy  weather  it 
seemed  damp.  My  health  sufi'ered  by  the 
change.  I  spent  a  miserable  year  or  so, 
and  then  put  up  this  one  -  story  wooden 
building.  I  am  feeling  all  right  now,  and 
for  the  sake  of  better  health  am  willing  to 
pay  more  insurance  and  maybe  be  burned 
out." 


Fernando  Somoza  Vivas,  Honduras  consul 
at  San  Francisco,  accused  of  setting  fire  to 
his  house  at  547  Twelth  av. ,  claimed 
immunity  because  a  foreign  consul,  when 
tried  for  arson.  The  jury  acquitted  him. 
Somebody  set  the  fii-e. 


Insurance  men  up  north  in  California 
should  "see  to  it"  that  the  kibosh  is  put  on 
Kehoe.  Let  all  sorts  of  insurance  men  in 
his  senatorial  district  resent,  at  the  polls, 
his  mean  hostility  to  insurance  interests. 
Defeat  him  for  nomination  next  time.  If 
nominated,  defeat  him  at  the  polls.  He  is 
bent  on  mischief  to  local  agents,  hoping  to 
make  votes,  possibly,  or  is  resolved  to  hurt 
the  people  who  opposed  his  vote-catchers. 


The   Dubuque's  loss  ratio  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. 


The  National  Union  Fire  Insurance  Co.  of 
Pittsburg  has  moved  its  offices  from  the 
Mercliants  Exchange  building  to  404-406 
San  Francisco  National  Bank  building. 


AVhen    you  settle   a    loss,  pay   what    the 
premium  paid  for. 
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Fireman's  Fund  In  Its  New  Home  Office 
Building 

On  June  15  the  Fireman's  Fund  Insur- 
ance Company  took  possession  of  its  new 
home  office  building,  in  which  the  new  steel 
furniture  had  finally  been  installed.  The 
delay  in  occupying  the  new  structure  was 
caused  by  the  delay  in  delivery  of  the  new 
furniture. 

An  invitation  was  sent  out  by  the  company 
and  many  friends  responded.  The  sev- 
eral officers  "received"  and  acknowledged 
the  compliments  and  cordial  good  wishes 
expressed.  Everybody  admired  the  build- 
ing, both  as  to  its  exterior  and  interior. 
The  editor  of  this  magazine  received  the 
invitation  card  when  600  miles  away,  and 
was  therefore  unable  to  add  to  the  throng 
or  swell  the  note  of  praise. 


Barton  Winery  Burns 

The  Barton  winery  at  Fresno,  the  oldest 
in  central  California,  was  almost  destroyed 
by  fire,  June  24.  Possibly  600,000  gallons 
of  sweet  wine  escaped  and  overflowed 
twenty  acres  of  land.  This  wine,  fortified, 
burned  with  a  blue  flame,  even  when  float- 
ing in  irrigating  ditches.  The  insurance 
loss  is  §100,000  possibly. 

The  winery  built  in  1882  is  a  total  loss. 
The  property  loss  is  probably  more  than 
$200,000. 


Twenty  Years  Ago 

The  Warren  and  Lanktree  agency  was  in 
trouble. 

A  dentist  read  a  paper  before  the  Insur- 
ance Institute  of  Ireland  on,  "The  Teeth  as 
an  Index  of  the  Constitutional  State  of  Can- 
didates for  Life  Insurance."  He  says  that 
slav'es  were  always  examined  especially  with 
a  view  to  determining  the  condition  of  their 
teeth  by  the  purchasers.  Those  of  sound 
teeth  brought  the  highest  price.  The  teeth 
of  applicants  gave  a  reliable  index  of  their 
general  health.  People  with  bad  teeth  do 
not  possess  the  same  healthy  frames  as 
others  who  have  paid  large  dentist  bills. 

The  Buyer  &  Reich  claim  at  San  Francisco 
was  settled  by  arbitrators  at  §110,000.  The 
original  claim  was  §137,600. 


West  Coast-San   Francisco  Life  Insurance 
Company 

The  new  consolidated  company  begins 
with  §40,000,000  outstanding  insurance  ap- 
proaching §3,000,000  assets.  It  has  a  first 
class  organization,  commanded  by  ex- 
perienced officers  and  entrenched  in  good 
policies  and  excellent  repute. 


That  meant  something  when,  last  year, 
there  were  rumors  that  somebody  had  an 
option  on  the  Franklin  Fire  stock  and  the 
company  might  reinsure.  We  did  not  print 
these  rumors,  because  we  could  not  get  any 
evidence  that  the  rumors  were  well  based. 
But  we  wrote  to  the  Franklin  people  asking 
for  a  denial.  The  denial  came  by  wire  and 
was  printed  in  the  Coast  Review.  Now,  of 
course,  it  is  evident  that  the  reports  touch- 
ing the  sale  of  Franklin  stock  and  control, 
last  year,  were  founded  on  fact.  The  stock 
has  changed  ownership  and  all  the  business 
of  the  company  has  been  reinsured  in  the 
Home  of  New  York. 


He   who   makes   excuses  will  repeat  the 
ofi"ense. 


MANY  SORTS  OF  MEN 

I  am  satisfied  that  there  are  as  many  sorts  of  men 
as  there  are  of  dogs.  It  cannot  be  education  alone 
that  make  the  amazing  difference  we  see.  Besides, 
we  see  men  of  the  very  same  rank  and  riches  and 
education  differing  as  widely  as  the  pointer  does  from 
the  pug.  The  name,  man,  is  common  to  all  the 
sorts,  and  hence  arises  very  great  mischief.  What 
confusion  must  there  be  in  rural  affairs  if  there  were 
no  names  whereby  to  distinguish  hounds,  greyhounds, 
pointers,  spaniels,  terriers,  and  sheep-dogs  from  each 
other.  And  what  pretty  work,  if,  without  regard  to 
the  sorts  of  dogs,  men  were  to  attempt  to  employ 
them.  Yet  that  is  done  in  the  case  of  men.  A  man 
is  always  a  man ;  and  without  the  least  regard  as  to 
the  sort,  they  are  promiscuously  placed  in  all  kinds 
of  situations.  What  would  be  said  of  the  Squire 
who  should  take  a  fox-hound  out  to  find  partridges 
for  him  to  shoot  at?  Yet  would  this  be  more 
absurd  than  to  set  a  man  to  law-making  who  was 
manifestly  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of  sweep- 
ing the  streets  or  digging  out  sewers? — Cobbett. 
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Equitable  Life  Surplus  Possibly  Quite 
Small 

Deducting  reserve  and  other  liabilities, 
and  also  liabilities  for  deferred  dividends, 
and  the  Equitable  Life's  general  surplus  is 
less  than  $11,000,000.  This  is  a  large  sum, 
of  course,  but  the  payment  of  some  $4,000,- 
000  for  a  half  interest  in  the  $100,000  capital 
stock  indicates  a  further  liability  to  the 
stockholders,  on  some  ground  not  disclosed, 
to  the  extent  of  $S, 000, 000.  The  surplus  of 
the  Equitable  is  indicated  to  be  less  than 
$3,000,000  and  not  the  $85,411,366  alleged 
and  advertised. 

Can  the  policyholders  afford  to  mutualize 
the  company  by  paying  the  stockholders 
$8,000,000  out  of  the  $11,000,000  general 
surplus,  for  $100,000  capital  stock?  On  the 
other  hand,  can  they  afford  not  to? 

Will  not  the  payment  of  increasing 
millions  for  the  $51,000  controlling  stock  of 
the  company  cause  uneasiness,  distrust  and 
scandal? 


the  contract. — Van  Arsdale-Osborne  Brok- 
erage Co.  v.  Wilson,  148  P.  686. 


Our  Exchanges 

The  Spectator  has  issued  a  very  attractive 
program  number,  dedicated  to  the  World's 
Insurance  Congress  "in  recognition  of  the 
prominence  accorded  to  the  great  business 
of  insurance  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Inter- 
national  Exposition  in  San  Francisco." 

The  number  contains  seventy-eight  pages 
of  insurance  literature,  profusely  illustrated 
with  views  of  the  Exposition  and  portraits 
of  prominent  insurance  men.  Among  those 
who  have  contributed  articles  for  this  issue 
of  the  Spectator  are:  Herbert  Folger,  T. 
H.  Williams,  A.  W.  Thornton,  Wm.  Sex- 
ton and  R.  W.  Osborn. 

The  advertising  is  very  attractively  set  up 
in  two  colors  and  is  no  mean  feature  of  this 
special  number  which  concludes  with  an 
interesting  historical  sketch  of  the  eight 
leading  cities  of  the  Pacific  Coast. 


Liability  for  Commissions  Paid.  —  Where  a 
brokerage  company's  agent  enters  into  a 
solicitor's  contract  providing  that  the  com- 
pany may  charge  the  solicitor  for  commis- 
sions paid  on  canceled  policies,  held,  that 
the  solicitor  and  his  surety  are  only  liable 
for  commissions  paid  to  the  solicitor  under 


More  Licenses  Required  in  California 

More  Work  and  More  Fees 

All  licenses  to  California  agents  and 
solicitors  in  California,  under  sec.  633  P.  C, 
expire  July  1. 

The  commissioner  requires  licenses  for 
agents  and  their  solicitors  and  all  employees 
who  solicit  business. 

Every  member  of  an  agency  firm  who 
solicits  business  must  have  a  license.  The 
agency,  as  a  real  estate  firm,  must  have  a 
license  for  one  member  of  the  firm  as  the 
insurance  agent.  If  the  agency  commission 
runs  to  two  or  more,  then  two  or  more 
licenses  are  necessary.  For  each  company 
in  the  agency  there  must  be  two  or  more 
licenses.  For  the  insurance  manager  only 
one  license  is  required,  taken  out  by  one 
company.  All  commissions  may  be  taken 
out  in  the  name  of  the  manager,  one  for 
each  company  and  none  for  his  employer. 
Each  salesman  or  sub-solicitor  must  have 
one  license  taken  by  some  one  company  in 
the  agency.  Licenses  of  licensees  run  con- 
currently with  the  company's  commission 
of  authority.  Each  name  mentioned  in  the 
company's  commission  of  authority  must 
have  a  license. 

Each  officer  of  an  agency  corporation  must 
have  a  license  for  each  company  repre- 
sented. If  a  company  has  six  officers  each 
must  have  a  license  for  every  company 
represented,  though  none  of  them  solicit 
business;  and  if  six  companies  are  repre- 
sented, the  agency  corporation  or  its  com- 
panies will  pay  $216  license  fees  at  $1  per 
license;  and  each  solicitor  must  have  at 
least  one  license. 

Heretofore  in  applying  for  licenses  the 
companies  have  listed  the  towns  and  agents 
therein.  The  new-broom  commissioner  now 
requires  the  companies  to  file  the  names  in 
alphabetical  order,  with  street  name  and 
number  and  city  or  town. 

This  last  amended  requirement  makes  a 
lot  of  additional  clerical  work  for  the  offices, 
and  apparently  for  no  good  reason. 
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The  Commercial  Union 

From  the  point  of  view  of  annual  prem- 
ium income  taking  rank  as  the  largest 
British  insurance  office  outside  the  domain 
of  industrial  life  assurance,  the  Commercial 
Union  Assurance  Company  gathered  in  1914 
from  all  sources,  net  premiums  in  excess  of 
forty  million  dollars.  In  the  attainment  of 
a  turnover  of  these  vast  proportions  all  the 
principal  branches  of  insurance  enterprise, 
with  the  single  exception  referred  to  above, 
were  laid  under  contribution.  The  out- 
come is  an  unmistakable  testimony  to  the 
vigor  of  the  administration,  the  efficiency 
of  the  methods  employed,  and  the  repute  in 
which  the  officials  held  among  the  insuring 
public,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  over  a 
world-wide  area.  Predominant  throughout 
the  company's  marvelous  career  of  53  years, 
the  fire  insurance  branch  has  yielded  in 
premium  income  during  that  period  no  less 
a  sum  than  $.306,542,080,  with  claims  of 
1174,226,575,  or56.8  percent— a  ratio  express- 
ive, at  once,  of  the  ability  and  discernment 
displayed  in  the  selection  of  risks  and  the 
productive  power  of  the  wonderful  con- 
nection which  has  made  so  discriminating  a 
selection  possible.  Assets  amounting  to 
upwards  of  11.33,750,000  at  the  end  of  the 
fifty-third  year  impart  a  sense  of  security 
not  easily  disturbed,  and  are  in  keeping  with 
the  position  occupied  by  an  undertaking, 
everything  connected  with  which  is  upon  a 
grand  scale. — Post  Magazine  &  Insurance 
Monitor. 


The  earth  quivers  in  Imperial  county, 
Cal.,  broke  most  of  the  plate  glass  in  thfe 
towns.  Policies  exempt  liability.  Drug 
stores  generally  lost  heavily  because  of 
breakage  of  glass  bottles  and  jars.  The 
shock  originated  in  Mexico  and  its  roar 
was  heard  in  California  before  the  move- 
ment crossed  the  state  line.  Hollow  tile 
structures  seem  to  have  been  worst  damaged. 
A  big  gas  tank  was  tilted.  A  Masonic 
temple  was  split  asunder.  The  quake  was 
also  felt  in  San  Diego.  It  is  reported  that 
the  Globe  Mills  warehouse  at  Calipatria 
burned. 

Portland's  fire  losses  last  year  were  about 
double  those  of  San  Francisco. 


Field  Men's  Notes 

As  far  as  possible  the  Home  management 
will  retain  the  Franklin  field  men. 

In  San  Francisco  D.  T.  Child,  formerly  of 
Portland,  represents  the  J.  H.  de  Veuve  Co. 
companies. 

In  Denver  J.  L.  Reams  alone  represents 
the  Scottish  Union  &  National  and  the 
State. 

Geo.  F.  Guerraz  for  the  Liverpool  &  Lon- 
don &  Globe  has  his  headquarters  at  Seattle ; 
and  Frank  E.  Atkins,  formerly  at  Walla 
Walla,  is  now  stationed  at  Portland. 

At  Los  Angeles  H.  W.  Armstrong  has 
been  added  to  the  Fireman's  Fund  staff; 
and  at  Seattle,  F.  M.  Burnside. 

At  Los  Angeles  J.  W.  Byrnes  is  no  longer 
with  the  Western  and  British  America. 

At  San  Francisco  Jno.  M.  Gordon  is  with 
the  Connecticut  and  Westchester,  trans- 
ferred from  Spokane,  where  he  has  been 
succeeded  by  S.  L.  De  Long. 

F.  C.  Staniford,  Norwich  Union  superin- 
tendent of  agencies,  is  again  making  his 
headquarters  in  San  Francisco.  H.  L. 
Cope,  formerly  with  the  German  American, 
is  special  here  also,  with  Wm.  L.  Wallace. 
At  Portland  A.  W.  Giesy  is  superintendent 
of  agencies.  H.  W.  Randall  is  now  stationed 
at  Spokane. 

At  Los  Angeles  R.  H.  Jenkins,  formerly 
with  Macdonald  &  Miles,  represents  the 
James  F.  Cobb  companies. 

Joe  W.  Warner  is  not  now  with  the  Cali- 
fornia. 

Our  revised  field  men's  directory  appears 
in  the  after  advertising  section. 

Announcement  will  soon  be  made  of  the 
resignation  of  a  special  in  the  Northwest. 


Wire  Fire.— Some  200,000  gallons  of  oil 
and  gasoline  were  burned  at  Vernon,  Cal., 
when  an  electric  light  wire  broke  and  spark- 
ing fell  across  a  gasoline  tank  into  which 
the  oil  was  being  poured.  Explosions  and 
fire  followed. 


It  is  said  that  the  new  buyer  of  the  $51,000 
controlling  stock  of  the  Equitable  Life  paid 
$4,000,000  for  it,  on  which  he  can  legally 
receive  only  $3,570  interest.  Will  he  rein- 
sure the  Equitable? 
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SUN   INSURANCE  OFFICE 

In  Its  206th  Year,    With  13  Million   Surplus    Funds 

The  oldest  insurance  company  in  the 
world,  the  Sun  Insurance  Office  of  London, 
passed  through  fiery  1914  with  a  loss  ratio 
of  only  55.5  percent  of  the  premiums,  and 
with  gains  in  assets,  surplus  and  income. 
Surplus  as  regards  policyholders  is  now  in 
round  numbers  $13,000,000,  and  the  total 
cash  assets  are  in  round  numbers  |19,000,- 
000.  The  annual  income  exceeds  $9,000,000. 
No  life  insurance  business  is  transacted  by 
the  Sun  Insurance  Office.  Including  the 
unpaid  but  subscribed  and  guaranteed  capi- 
tal the  Sun's  total  resources  are  $28,530,959. 

Here  we  have  a  combination  of  age,  suc- 
cess, reputation,  large  surplus  funds,  great 
resources  and  annual  progress,  all  making 
for  the  security  of  the  company's  policy- 
holders the  world  over.  The  Sun  paid 
nearly  $3,000,000  losses  in  the  San  Francisco 
conflagration  and  pursued  the  even  course 
of  its  way  as  if  nothing  unusual  had 
happened.  There  was  not  a  whisper  of 
discontent  by  the  loss  claimants. 

The  United  States  branch  has  nearly 
$5,000,000  invested  in  this  country.  Of 
this   sum,  $1,547,360  is   surplus. 

The  Pacific  department  does  business  in 
eiglit  states  and  in  Alaska.  The  premiums 
in  this  field  increased  $11,000  last  year,  ad- 
vancing to  $477,895.  The  loss  ratio  was  a 
moderate  one.  The  Coast  general  agents, 
jointly,  are  Willard  O.  Wayman  and  Carl 
Henry,  with  offices  on  the  several  fioors  of 
the  building  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
Sacramento  and  Sansome  streets,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 


Accident  is 

a  Sudden  Casualty 

"Accident"  within  accident  insurance 
policy  is  a  casualty  happening  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly. 

Party  suing  on  accident  insurance  policy 
held  bound  to  allege  and  prove  that  death 
resulted  from  accident. — Price  v.  Occidenta 
Life  Ins.  Co.,  147  P.  1175. 

If  insured  invites  a  conflict  with  deadly 
weapons,  his  death  would  not  be  accidental. 


CHIPS 

— It  is  better  to  be  bright  than  president — 
of  a  fire  mutual. 

— "The  loud  laugh  that  speaks  the  vacant 
mind,"  said  William.  The  loud  voice,  too, 
oft  proclaims  the  shallow,  conceited  man. 

— Personal. — Manager  Moray  of  the  Hart- 
ford Accident  &  Indemnity  Co.  is  visiting 
this  Coast. 

— United  States  Manager  E.  G.  Richards  of 
the  North  British  &  Mercantile  has  returned 
to  New  York  after  visiting  the  Panama- 
Pacific  Exposition. 

— He  was  an  old  agent — that  is,  he  had 
represented  his  company  many  years.  He 
was  an  enthusiastic  simplified  speller,  and 
wrote  all  his  letters  to  the  head  office  in 
spelling  that  was  also  phonetic.  But  soon 
came  back  a  complimentary  letter  with  the 
p.  s.  "please  spell  in  the  conventional  way 
hereafter." 

— United  States  Manager  P.  Beresford,  after 
visiting  the  Yosemite  Valley,  the  Panama- 
Pacific  Exposition  and  the  Yellowstone 
Park,  has  returned  to  New  York.  This 
was  Mr.  Beresford' s  first  visit  to  the 
Pacific  Coast.  He  expressed  himself  as 
surprised  by  the  growth  of  the  cities  in  this 
far-off  territory,  as  charmed  by  the  scenery, 
and  delighted  by  the  beautiful  Panama- 
Pacific  fair. 

— I  asked  the  "main  guy"  of  a  big  depart- 
ment store  which  contracts  for  columns  and 
whole  pages  of  advertising  space  in  the 
daily  prints — and  has  a  new  "ad"  every 
day.  "Do  you  ever  doubt  this  advertising 
pays  you?"  He  answered,  "there  is  no 
doubt  at  all.  If  we  cease  to  advertise  for 
a  single  day,  our  business  falls  off  very 
noticeably."  The  best  business  men  in 
this  country  are  Jews,  and  the  biggest  ad- 
vertisers are  Jewish  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers. 

Indeed,  we  all  are  advertisers,  one  way 
or  another.  Personality,  dress,  motor-car, 
horses,  office  building,  home,  social  life 
and  organization  work — what  are  these  but 
agreeable  forms  of  coming  to  the  fore — of 
advertising? 


The   SUN    INSURANCE    OFFICE  is  the  Oldest  Insurance  Company  in  the  World 
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THE  "SUN"  IS  NOW  IN  THE  206th  YEAR  OF  ITS  EXISTENCE.     IT  IS  THE  ONLY  INSUR-       im 

ANCE    COMPANY  IN  THE  WORLD  THAT  HAS  TRANSACTED  BUSINESS  CON-  ^ 

TINUOUSLY  FOR  MORE  THAN  TWO  CENTURIES  lODl 


Sun  Insurance  Office 

Of  LONDON 

TWO  HUNDRED  and  SIXTH  YEAR     FOUNDED   IN  1710 

Subscribed  and  Guaranteed  Capital,        -        $12,000,000 
Total  Resources, 28,530,959 

Statement  of  the  Condition  and  Affairs  of  the  Company   for   Year  Ending 

DECEMBER  31,  J914 

Assets 

Railway   and  Other  Stocks   and   Bonds $ 

Mortgages 

Government  Securities 

Real  Estate  Owned 

Branch  and  Agency  Balances  and  Due  by  Other  Offices  .... 

Bills  Receivable  and  Other  Assets 

Cash  in  Bank  and  on  Hand 


TOTAL  CASH  ASSETS, 


7.747.071 

931,264 

2,536,469 

'      4,792,242 

1,952,770 

167,553 

803,590 

$18,930,959 


Liabilities 


Reinsurance  Reserve $ 

Outstanding  Losses 

Due  Other  Offices 

Branch  and  Agency  Balances 

All  Other  Liabilities 


4,089,311 
1,049,353 

305,602 

103,872 

404,870 

$   5,953,008 

$12,977,951 
Income 

Net  Premiums  Received $  8,178,622 

Interest,  Rents  and  Other  Sources 1,091,085 


Total  Liabilities, 

Surplus, 


TOTAL  INCOME, 


$9,269,707 


Expenditures                   .  .  -..  ... 

Losses  Paid '^. $  4,541,541 

4,025,828 

791,000 


Commissions,  Expenses,  Taxes,  Etc 
Dividends 


Total  Expenditures,  .  $9,358,369 

PACIFIC   DEPARTMENT:    California,  Nevada,  Arizona,  Oregon,  Utah, 
Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Alaska 

WILLARD  O.  WAYMAIN  -CARL  A.  HENRY 

Joint  General  Agents 

FRANK    E.  STONE  — MAXWELL    H.THOMSON 
Assistant  General  Agents 

Northw^est  corner  Sacramento  and  Sansome  Streets,  San  Francisco 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:   Loa  Angeles— J&s.  F.  Bojian,  E.  A.  Rowe;  Portland— E.  R.  Thompson;  Spokane— C. 
B.  Harris;  Seattle— Bruce  Kaltz;  San  Francisco— J.  N.  Waters,  W.  W.  Cleveland,  Jas.  R.  Kenna 


We  Naver  Suppress  Insurance  News 


— Assistant  Manager  Fogarty  of  the  Royal 
and  Queen  has  been  casting  his  Hnes  under 
Glacier  Point  in  the  Yosemite. 

— Manager  Osborn  of  the  Pennsylvania  Fire 
has  been  visiting  the  East,  and  incidentally 
the  home  office  of  his  prosperous  company. 

— The  Southern  Surety  of  St.  Louis,  just  ex- 
amined, has  $94,961  net  surplus,  a  reduction 
of  $16,600  from  the  amount  claimed  by  the 
company.  The  examiners  recommend  more 
careful  underwriting. 

— Montana. — We  were  hasty  in  our  remarks 
anent  the  Twin  City  Fire's  remarkable  in- 
crease in  Montana  premiums.  Tiie  increase, 
we  are  told,  is  in  hail  premiums.  We 
unintentionally  did  the  company  an  injustice. 

— San  Francisco. — Spring  Valley  Water  Co. 
now  furnishes  40,000,000  gallons  a  day  if 
needed.  The  company  says  its  properties 
can  produce  200,000,000  gallons  of  water  a 
day.  But  politicians  can't  win  office  there- 
by.    Hence  Hetch-Hetchy. 

—  Pomona,  Cal. — This  city  has  a  new  fire 
chief,  Robt.  C.  Davidson.  This  is  the  first 
step  toward  a  paid,  two-platoon  fire  depart- 
ment, equipped  with  motor-driven  appara- 
tus. There  will  be  two  day  men,  two 
night  men,  and  the  chief,  on  salaries  and 
20  volunteers. 

— Pasadena,  Cal. — Fire  Chief  Clifford  was 
arrested  for  forcibly  ejecting  a  former  city 
fire  commissioner  from  the  fire  lines,  with- 
out asking  him  to  move.  The  court  admon- 
ished the  chief  to  not  hereafter  use  his  knee 
in  the  back  in  ejecting  trespassers.  The 
charge  of  assault  was  dismissed  on  request 
of  the  district  attorney,  who  said  a  con- 
viction might  impair  the  efficiency  of  the 
fire  department. 

— George  Young,  an  old  time  local  agent  at 
Petaluma,  Cal.,  has  been  a  constant  reader 
of  the  Coast  Review  for  many  years  and  has 
preserved  practically  all  of  his  issues  of  this 
magazine.  Every  copy  is  in  good  condition. 
Now  he  is  willing  to  dispose  of  this  History 
of  Coast  Insurance  to  some  young  and 
ambitious  local  or  special  agent  who  expects 
advancement.  Write  to  him  for  particulars 
and  make  him  an  offer. 


— Our  advertising  forms  go  to  press  in  the 
first  week  of  the  month. 

— A  local  agent  says :  "The  Coast  Review 
Pacific  Fire  Manual  is  the  only  practical 
manual  for  a  new  local  agent." 

—New  York. — President  Henry  Evans  of 
the  Continental  and  Fidelity-Phenix,  has 
returned  from  his  Pacific  Coast  trip,  which 
included  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition. 

— The  Franklin  Fire  will  remain  for  some 
sixty  days  with  its  present  manager,  and 
the  agency  will  then  be  transferred  to  the 
Home's  representatives  in  this  field,  it  is 
believed.  All  the  Franklin's  business  has 
been  reinsured  in  the  Home. 

— Phoenix,  Ari. — The  legislature  is  still  in 
session,  at  a  cost  of  §1,000  a  day.  Seven 
days  were  taken  for  talky-talkonthe  raising 
of  an  employee's  salary  from  $175  to  $200  a 
month,  six  hours  a  day.  The  legislature  is 
unwittingly  working  for  its  own  abolition. 

— Colorado. — Hon.  E.  R.  Harper,  formerly 
lieutenant  governor,  is  now  insurance  com- 
missioner of  Colorado.  He  is  said  to  be  a 
high  class  man.  Mrs.  D.  M.  Rolph  remains 
in  the  department  in  her  former  position, 
that  of  deputy  commissioner  of  insur- 
ance. 

— Chattel  Mortgage. — The  federal  court  of 
appeals  at  Riclmiond,  Va. ,has  ruled  that 
a  chattel  mortgage  placed,  by  the  insured, 
without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the 
insurer,  and  in  existence  at  the  time  of 
the  fire,  renders  the  policy  void.  This  rul- 
ing is  in  line  with  previous  decisions. 

— Tiie  Hartford  Agent  prints  a  picture  of 
the  late  Henry  Hewitt  of  Portland,  together 
with  his  biography.  Mr.  H.  was  born  in 
England  in  January,  1847,  on  a  farm.  He 
came  to  San  Francisco  in  1863.  Among  his 
school- fellows  was  Wm.  Dutton.  He  became 
a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Faulkner,  Bell  &  Co., 
and  was  made  a  special  at  21  for  the 
Imperial.  A  year  later  he  opened  a  branch 
commercial  office  in  Portland,  Or.,  and  also 
represented  the  Fireman's  Fund  for  thirty- 
three  years.  He  represented  the  Hartford 
for  thirty-two  years. 
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Solvent  Members  of  an  Insolvent  Mutual 
May  Be  Compelled  to  Make  Up  De- 
ficiency of  Insolvent  Members 

In  the  case  of  the  Equitable  Mutual  Fire 
Ins.  Corporation  of  New  York's  Receivers 
versus  Murray,  in  the  court  of  appeals  of 
Kentucky,  the  court  said: 

"It  is  the  well  established  rule,  not  only 
in  New  York,  but  elsewhere,  that  the 
receiver  of  an  insolvent  mutual  insurance 
association  may  assess  solvent  members 
thereof  to  make  up  for  the  inability  of  insol- 
vent members  to  respond  to  assessments. 
May  on  Insurance,  §559;  Joyce  on  Insur- 
ance, §§1253,  1275,  1303;  Bangs,  Receiver 
V.  Gray,  12  N.  Y.  477;  Susquehanna  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Co.  v.  Jackenback,  115  Pa. 
492,  9  Atl.  90;  Seaman  v.  Mutual  Insurance 
Co.,  90  Wis.  490,  63  N.  W.  1059;  Davis  v. 
Shearer,  90  Wis.  250,  62  N.  W.  1050;  Wardle 
v.  Townsend,  75  Mich.  385,  42  N.  W.  950,  4 
L.  R.  A.  511. 


Receiver    of  a    New    York    Fire    Mutual 
Advises  Policyholders  as  to  Suits 

John  F.  Nash,  receiver  for  the  National 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Onondaga 
county,  N.  Y.,  sent  out  a  circular  to  its  pol- 
icyholders in  which  he  said : 

"Before  beginning  suits  against  the  indi- 
vidual policyholders  who  have  failed  to  pay 
their  assessments,  I  wish  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  following  important  facts: 

"1.  The  receiver  is  charged  by  the  court 
with  the  duty  of  compelling  every  policy- 
holder to  pay  his  assessments.  This  means 
that  no  policyholder  escapes. 

"2.  The  receiver  cannot  reach  all  delin- 
quent policyholders  at  once,  because  they  re- 
side in  six  different  counties,  but  he  must 
and  will  in  time,  because  he  is  compelled  so 
to  do.  If  he  should  fail  to  do  his  work  for 
any  cause,  another  receiver  would  be  im- 
mediately appointed  to  continue  it. 

"3.  The  receiver  sends  this  notice  be- 
fore turning  over  all  unpaid  assessments  to 
his  attorneys  to  bring  suit.  This  involves 
a  penalty  of  50  percent  upon  every  assess- 
ment, besides  interest  and  costs.      To  illus- 


trate the  meaning  of  this  from  an  actual 
case:  A  owes $20 in  assessments.  He  does 
not  pay  and  is  sued.  He  then  becomes  lia- 
ble for  120  assessment,  $10  penalty  and 
$4.50  court  costs,  making  in  all  $34.50  in  ad- 
dition to  any  legal  expenses  incurred  in  em- 
ploying a  lawyer. 

"4.  If  you  believe,  however,  or  have 
been  advised  that  the  assessments  cannot  be 
collected,  your  attention  is  directed  to  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Sutherland  rendered  in  the 
case  of  John  Hicks,  receiver  of  the  Ameri- 
can Underwriters  Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Monroe  county,  where  the  court  specific- 
ally holds  the  policyholders  liable.  You 
can  refer  also  to  almost  any  firm  of  Syra- 
cuse attorneys,  as  many  have  appeared  in 
actions  brought  by  the  receiver  of  the  North- 
western Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
and  have  advised  payment.  In  every  suit 
brought  in  Onondaga  county,  the  receiver 
has  succeeded  and  the  policyholder  has  paid 
the  assessment,  the  50  percent  penalty  and 
the  court  costs." 


A  Sample  Nebraska  Fire  Mutual 

The  Nebraska  Fire  Mutual  failed;  a 
receiver  was  appointed ;  and  he  reported  to 
the  courts  that  the  mutual' s  sworn  annual 
statements  were  incorrect,  that  the  officers 
had  deliberately  violated  the  state  laws;  and 
that  many  of  the  assets  were  worthless. 
After  the  mutual  was  insolvent  it  continued 
in  business  and  incurred  $69,000  losses. 
The  general  agent  for  Washington  and 
Idaho,  former  governor  Holcomb,  owed  the 
mutual  $10,728.  The  busted  mutual  was  able 
to  pay  very  little  of  its  fire  loss  claims. 


Three  Oregon  Defunct  Mutuals  Will  Pay 
Not  More  Than  10  Cents  on  the 
Dollar 

The  Horticultural  Relief  Association,  the 
Oregon  Merchants  Mutual  and  the  Pacific 
Home  Mutual,  three  Oregon  fire  mutuals 
in  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  will  not  be  able 
to  pay  more  than  10  cents  on  the  $1  of  fire 
loss  debts.  The  poor  loss  claimants  have 
lost  all  faith  in  cheap  fire  insurance. 
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Local  Agents'  Annual  Convention 

No  decision  has  been  reached  by  the 
National  Association  of  Insurance  Agents  in 
regard  to  the  time  and  place  of  the  annual 
convention,  but  this  probably  will  be  settled 
within  a  week.  The  Indianapolis  agents 
have  generously  agreed  to  concede  their 
claims  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  select 
another  place.  The  invitation  from  New 
York  city  has  attracted  attention. 

The  most  interesting  news  is  an  invitation 
received  from  the  California  association  to 
meet  in  »San  Francisco  at  the  time  of  the 
World's  Insurance  Congress.  The  California 
and  Washington  associations  will  undoubt- 
edly now  come  into  affiliation  with  the 
National  Association,  and  new  organizations 
may  be  formed  in  Oregon  and  other  states 
on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  Coast  people 
seem  to  feel  that  affiliation  with  the  National 
Association  at  this  time  will  result  in  the 
organization  of  the  entire  group  of  Pacific 
Coast  states. 

The  foregoing  is  from  the  National  Associ- 
ation Bulletiu. 


Acknowledgments 

New  York  Insurance  Report,  Part  I,  Fire 
and  Marine  (business  of  1914) ,  compliments 
of  Frank  Hasbrouck,  superintendent. 

Connecticut  Insurance  Report,  Part  III, 
Fraternal  Benefit  Societies  (  business  of 
1914) ,  from  the  office  of  the  insurance  com- 
missioner, Burton  Mansfield. 


The  California  local  agents'  association, 
Noah  Adair  and  Commissioner  Phelps 
appear  to  have  little  influence  with  the 
state  administration. 


The  Colon  fire  cost  the  fire  insurers  a 
million  dollars  gold,  or  a  third  of  the  |3,000,- 
000  property  loss  of  430  buildings  and  con- 
tents. The  Colon  fire  put  a  period  to 
twenty-two   squares. 


Los  Angeles  now  has  the  two- platoon 
system  in  its  fire  department.  As  nobody 
drinks  alcoholic  beverages  in  that  city,  the 
efficiency  of  the  department  will  not  be 
lessened  by  the  liberty  of  prolonged  absence. 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Organized  1808 


Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  with  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

For  full  information  write  the  Company  at 
LOS  ANGELES,    CALIFORNIA 
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NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  i,  ms) 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 

.      $10,187,030 


NET  SURPLUS,     "         .        .      4,021,442 

E.  F.  BEDDALL  N.  S.  BARTOW  GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 

President  Secretary  Vice-President 


Gross  Assets  '^^^  $107,521,857 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  46,783,587 
Net  Surplus  -  -  17,380,987 
Losses  Paid    -    -    260,831,312 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 
DEPARTMENT    OFFICES:      Boston,   New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

San   Francisco,    Montreal.  t^"  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


Royal 

i  Insurance 

^COMPANY 


Limited 


ROLLA  V-  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOGARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.  KELLAM,  Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING.  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL   AGENTS  :     Frank   M.    Gilcrest,  H.    R.    Burke,  J.    K.     Urmston 
J.    B.   Walden,  D.  L.    Stewart,   C.    D.   Gabrielson,    E.    P.   Eldred, 
J.   H.    Banks,     F.   J.   Perry,    J.  T.  O'Brien,    R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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ELBRBDGE   G.   SNOW, 
President 


The  completion  of  SIXTY  YEARS 
finds  THE  HOME  In  the  premier  posi- 
tion among  the  Insurance  Companies  of 
the  world  not  only  in  respect  of  FIRE 
ASSETS  and  SURPLUS  to  POLICY- 
HOLDERS— but  with  an  unexcelled  rec- 
cord  for  fair  dealing  in  every  emergency 
as  well  as  in  ordinary  routine — with  an 
unsurpassed  equipment,  and  with  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  readiness  to  serve 
the  public,  its  agents  and  brokers. 
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Six  Hurt  as  Autoist  Averts  Cycle  Crash 

Pomona,  June  13. — Six  men,  riding 
on  a  touring  car  were  hurled  over  a 
fence  and  into  a  grain  field  when  the 
auto  upset  as  the  driver  averted  a 
crash  with  a  motorcycle.  The  car  was 
driven  bj^  James  Sailor  of  Oxnard.  In 
it  was  his  son,  F.  Sailor,  S.  H.  Tree- 
fer  and  three  others,  all  of  Oxnard. 
The  car  was  badly  wrecked.  The 
occupants  were  severely  cut  and  bruised. 


The  London  &  Lancashire  Indem- 
nity Co.  of  America  has  been  licensed 
by  the  New  York  state  insurance  de- 
partment. It  writes  eight  kinds  of 
risks. 


Angel   City  Fires  Incendiary 

Los  Angeles,  June  12.  — Police  and 
firemen  are  investigating  the  origin  of 
four  mysterious  fires  that  occurred 
almost  at  the  same  time  early  today, 
doing  $2,500  damage. 

A  garage  owned  by  Mrs.  F.  H.  Clark 
and  containing  a  $1,200  car  was  de- 
stroyed. The  home  of  L.  Gibbs  was 
damaged  to  the  extent  of  $700.  The 
homes  of  J.  C.  Drake  and  M.  M. 
Crane  were  each  damaged  to  the 
extent  of 


Ralph  B.  Ives,  from  the  home  office, 
is  now  assistant  manager  of  the  West- 
ern department  of  the  ^tna  at  Chicago. 


"What  started  the  row?" 

"A  fake  dentist  sold  a  set  of  celluloid 
teeth  to  the  man  who  eats  fire  in 
the  vaudeville  show." — Philadelphia 
Ledger. 


Argentine  Live  Stocl<   Prices 

Buenos  Aires,  A.  R.,  June  9. — The 
average  price  paid  for  oxen  in  1914 
was  $68.26  United  States  currency. 
Calves  bought  $47.50  and  lambs  $30.01. 

The  Progressive  administration  in  Cal- 
ifornia, it  is  whispered  in  Earlville,  will 
now  devote  a  year  and  a  half  to  a  scheme 
for  the  regulation  of  the  insurance  business. 
Bills  of  the  most  surprising  kind  are  prom- 
ised, since  the  underwriters,  like  manufac- 
turers and  merchants,  do  not  know  how  to 
run  their  business.  It  will  be  a  great  stunt 
in  the  limelight,  and  guaranteed  to  pay  well 
in  votes  at  the  polls. 

Berkeley,  Cal. — Aged  93,  C.  R.  Bishop, 
formerly  a  very  prominent  business  man,  of 
Honolulu,  died  here  this  week.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Fireman's  Fund. 

Corning,  Tehama  co. ,  Cal. — W.  H.  Sam- 
son's big  barn,  150  tons  of  hay  and  nine 
horses  burned  June  23.     Some  insurance. 

Life.— The  Gulf  Coast  and  the  Central 
Southern,  both  of  Mississippi,  have  merged. 
Merging  is  in  the  air. 


Life. — If  the  assets  of  the  Mutual  Life 
were  distributed  to  men,  a  dollar  each,  and 
these  were  to  stand  in  line  and  occupy  two 
feet  each,  the  length  of  that  line  would  be 
231,452  miles.  If  the  line  were  to  march 
three  miles  an  hour,  it  would  take  nearly 
thirteen  years  to  pass  the  reviewing  stand. 


The  German  Fire  of  Illinois  more  than 
doubled  its  premiums  last  year  but  its  loss 
ratio  rose  to  72  percent.  On  the  earned 
premium  basis  the  loss  ratio  appears  to  have 
been  more  than  100  percent.  The  net 
surplus  fell  from  $218,761  to  $57,090.  It 
was  a  bad  year. 


Pennsylvania  Fire  stock,  par  $100,  sells  at 
over 


Liability. — The  Frankfort  General  is  be- 
ing sued  for  $10,000  by  the  Widow  Hecht, 
whose  insured  husband  was  killed  in  Oak- 
land. 
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Popular  Presidential  Vote  in  1912 

Reimer,  Soc.  L 28,750 

Chafin,   Proh 206,275 

Debs,  Soc 900,672 

1,135,697 

Taft,  Rep 3,484,980 

Roosevelt,  Prcg 4,119,583 

7,604,563 
Wilson,  Dem 6,293,454 

13,898,017 

Grand  total 15,033,714 

Grand  total  in  1908  ....  14,888,442 

In  the  Electoral  Colleges  Taft  carried  2 
states  with  8  votes;  Roosevelt,  6  states  with 
88  votes ;  Wilson,  41  states  with  435  votes, 
out  of  a  total  of  531. 

In  1908 the  popular  vote  was:  Taft  7,678,- 
908,  Bryan  6,409,104.  Each  received  the 
highest  vote  ever  given  a  candidate  of  his 
party.  The  total  popular  vote  was  14,888,- 
442,  or  only  145,272  less  than  in  1912. 
Apparently,  in  1912  more  than  a  half  million 
qualified  voters  refrained  from  voting  for  a 
presidential  candidate. 


Nevvair 

Nevvair 

Ladies  and  gentlemen  never  ride  in 
jitney  busses,  nevvair.  "What  I  nevvair? 
Well,  hardly  evvair. 


The  West  Coast  Life  Insurance  Company 
has  a  large  industrial  department,  the  busi- 
ness of  which  is  put  on  the  books  at  an 
advance  cost  and  becomes  self-supporting 
only  after  four  years.  This  business  is  a 
large  asset,  which  under  the  law  is  not 
recognized  but  should  be.  It  represents 
money  advanced  by  the  stockholders  for 
preliminary  expenses.  The  industrial  de- 
partment of  the  company  is  a  valuable 
plant. 


Three  Wisconsin  casualty  companies  have 
merged.     Another  sign  of  the  times. 


How  do  you  pronounce  cafeteria?  Some 
folks  put  the  accent  on  the  penultimate  and 
some  on  the  third  syllable. 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid  Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policvholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE   PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY   PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Manager 

R.   C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 


In  Its  Forty-fourth  Year 
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LIFE 

Health's  Relation  To  Success 

The  magnetic  power  of  good  health 
is  sensed  by  everybody,  but  rarely  esti- 
mated at  its  proper  practical  value. 
It  is  like  the  water — never  missed  till 
the  well  runs  dry. 

What  the  stomach  is  to  the  body, 
good  health  is  to  the  life  writer.  And 
it  is  pretty  generally  recognized  today 
that  nearly  all  the  ills  we  are  heir  to 
are  traceable  to  the  stomach. 

In  like  manner,  we  are  coming  to 
recognize  that  many  of  the  failures  in 
salesmanship  are  due  to  poor  health. 

When  one  is  below  par  physically, 
he  is  handicapped  before  ever  begin- 
ning a  canvass.  The  brain  is  not  clear, 
argument  is  weakened,  initiative  crip- 
pled, optimistic  cheer  and  enthusiasm 
forced,  not  spontaneous  and  winning, 
keenness  to  recognize  the  psychological 
moment  for  closing  is  dulled,  and  the 
weight  and  power  to  accomplish  it 
lessened — result,  inefficiency  and  dis- 
couragement. 


Recognize  the  real  enemy  to  your 
progress,  for  an  enemy  faced  is  half 
conquered. 

Don't  blame  conditions — when  you 
yourself  are  to  blame. 

For,  barring  accidents,  it  is  your 
fault  and  yours  alone,  when  you  are 
not  up  to  par.  You  have  over-eaten, 
or  over  -  exposed  or  over  -  taxed 
yourself  till  you  have  weakened  your 
resistance  and  you  have  to  take  your 
medicine.  Not  a  pleasant  thing  to 
contemplate  but  true  nevertheless  and 
let's  be  honest  enough  to  acknowledge 
it  ! 

Your  efficiency,  your  progress,  the 
power  of  3^our  personality,  your  per- 
manent success  are  largely  dependent 
upon  your  good  health. 

Recognize  its  importance,  value  its 
possibilities  and  develop  and  guard  it 
with  good  sense  and  good  judgment. — 
The  Arnett  Annotations. 

The  Northern  Life  of  Seattle  is  selecting 
by  contest  a  delegation  of  agents  to  visit  the 
Great  Fair  in  San  Francisco. 


GOOD   AGENTS   WANTED 

THE 

W^est    Coast    Life    Insurance    Co, 

Home  Office :  West  Coast  Life  Building,  Northwest  Corner 
Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets,  San  Francisco 


ORIGINAL    AND    ATTRACTIVE 
ORDINARY    AND    INDUSTRIAL 

Policies  Wliicii  Meet  With  instant  Favor 

OFFICERS—  THOS.  L.  MILLER,  President 

C.   O.  G.    MILLER,   Vice-Preslftent 

JULIAN  SONNTAG,  second  Vice-President 

WILLIAM  C.  HAMMOND,  Secretary 
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Mutual  Fire  Liability  in  Oregon  additional   assessment    or    any    number    of 

Some  time  ago  we  had  occasion   to   write  assessments, 

to  the  state  insurance  department  of  Oregon.  


The  insurance  commissioner  answered  that  x   Kansas  farmer,   who  harvests  20,000 

he  had  carefully  examined   the    state    act  bushels  of  wheat  yearly,    has  just  insured 

regulating  fire  mutuals  and  found   no   pro-  1,-515  acres  of  wheat  against  damage  by  hail, 

vision     Umiting     "in     any   manner"     the  The  policy  is  for  $15,000  and  the   premium 

liability  of  members    of    mutual     to     one  ^-^g  $850.85. 

The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Instirance  Company  in  America 

^ambur^  -ifBremen 

^Ire  insurance  Companj/ 

HAMBURG,  GERMANY 

Pacific  Department:     334  California  Street,     -     SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
MACDONALD  &  MILES,  Managers 

Organized  in  1S54  Entered  United  States  in  1S58 

Total  Losses  Paid  in  tKe  United  States,      $27,000,000 

United   States   Branch  :    123  William  Street,         -         NEW    YORK 

H.  N.  KELSEY,  Manager 

A.GE3VTS       TV  A.  iV  TED       IN       UNREPRESENTED       POINTS 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Ha.rtl'orci,  Conn. 

Insurance  in  force,  90,033  Policies  for  -  $228,305,763 

WHAT  XO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay    to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,   Dividends,   Surrender 
Values,  Annuities   and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in    premiums. 

It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 

Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1. 1S46,  to  Dec.  31,  1914  ....  $294,743,273.70 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period  ...         304,068,509.45 

Excess  of  amount  returned  ...---...  9,325,235.75 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 

Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co.  ii  New  Brunswici(  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853  Organized  1826 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation  ;  North  River  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1910  Organized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Company    organized  1824 

WM.    W.  ALVERSON,   Manager 

3  7  4    Pine  Street,        ...        -        San  Francisco,  California 

Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 

„       ...        .    t  R.  R.  Roper,  San  Francisco       A.  M.  Lovelace.  Portland        AMPLE  FACILITIES  for  Handlinr 
bpecial  Agents  ,  ,j,   g   Keleher.  Los  Angeles       W.  T.  Booth,  Spokane  Large  Lirw. 


The  Coast   Review 


77 


The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell  Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fait  Commissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  Policyholders 

— In  short :   A  good,  all-round. 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
Write  for  full  information  today — 
HOME    OFFICE  —  SEATTLE 


LIFE 

HEALTH 

ACCIDENT 


3'1C 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


OPPORTUNITY :     Distridt  Agency  Open  in  Prosperous  Section 
of  Central  West. 

BANKERS  LIFE  COMPANY  DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


Last  Year  The  Prudential 

w^rote  more  life  insurance  than  any  other  company  in  the 
w^orld. 

It  has  assets  of  more  than  $361,000,000,  with  liabilities 
of  nearly  $325,000,000. 

It  had  a  1914  income  of  §103,226,010.98  and  a  capital  and 
surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  $36,481,299.54. 

Surely  these  figures  mean  the  certainty  that  an  insur- 
^Ml  Insug^!^  ant  seeks. 

THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST   F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  Office.  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

Incorporated  Under  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 


Left  Dividends  Taxed 

Mississippi  taxes  life  insurance  premiums 
2i  percent,  thus  penalizing  thrift  and  family 
protection  as  is  the  custom  of  politicians. 
Death  and  endownient  payments  and  policy 
dividends  paid  are  deducted.  Some  of  the 
companies  deducted  dividends  left  with  them 
to  accumulate  or  to  apply  to  future  insur- 
ance.    The  attorney  general  now  rules  that 


such  dividends  not  being  "paid"  are  tax- 
able—twice taxable.  You  can't  get  ahead 
of  an  American  politician,  bent  on  "swell- 
ing" the  revenue. 


Marine. — Rates  via  Panama  are  half  those 
via  Suez.  No  submarines  are  allowed  around 
our  canal. 
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I         ARE  YOU  PLEASED?         I 


IF  NOT,  SEE 


us 
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POLICIES    UP  TO   TME   MINUTE 

LITE,  ACCIDENT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE" 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldo.  LOS    ANGELES.  CAL. 


n 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -         -         $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,      -  -         -         -       7,543,103.12 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

H.   R.   MANN,   Manager 
F.   M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Managers 
Pacific     Coast  Depai-tment:    339-341    Sansome     St..    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  :  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg,  Seattle,  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash. —  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco — A.  C.  Anderson, 
447  Douglas  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  1833) 

(EIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120,152.00 

Surjtlus $723,433.00 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

34  0  California  Street,         -        -        -         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


"Here's  a  penny  for  you,  Willie,"  Commercial  failures    are  increasing 

said  sister's  beau.     "Now,  tell  me    if  in  number.      The    smaller    shops    are 

you  ever   look    through    the    keyhole  now  failing. 

when  I  am  in  the    parlor  with  your  Colon,  Panama,  will  hereafter  be  fire 

sister?"  proof,   as  regards    all    new    buildings, 

"Sometimes  I  do,"  admitted  Willie,  So  much  for   the    recent   razing    fire. 

'  'when  mama  isn't  using  it. ' '  Wooden  buildings  can  get  no  insurance. 
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1792~^*^^  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE— ^^^^ 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS, $18,613,414.47 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore. 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


Memphis  Mutual  Fails 

The  Manufacturers,  Merchants  and  Me- 
chanics Fire  of  Menaphis  is  in  the  hands  of 
a  receiver.  It  Uved  seven  years  and  died 
with  $387  cash  assets  and  $20,000  fire  loss 
debts. 

Portland,  Ore.,  June  3. — This  city  has  an 
"arson  squad"  as  a  part  of  its  fire  bureau. 
Fire  Marshal  Stevens  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  tliree  experienced  firemen  as  a  squad 
to  conduct  arson  investigations.  Whenever 
there  are  any  suspicious  circumstances  in 
connection  with  a  fire  the  squad  will  investi- 
gate. 

Live  Stock. — License  was  received  this 
week  by  the  Western  Live  Stock  Insurance 
Company  of  Peoria,  authorizing  them  to 
transact  business  in  Connecticut.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  Atlantic  Horse  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Providence,  R.  I.,  was  this  week 
taken  over  by  the  Western  Live  Stock  and 
all  of  its  policies  reinsured  as  of  June  1st, 
1915. 


Mutual  Fire  Insurance 

You  have  a  policy  in  a  mutual  fire  insur- 
ance company,  you  say?  Have  you  con- 
sidered the  fact  that  you  thereby  become  a 
partner  in  a  business  in  which  you  have  no 
voice  or  control?  Are  you  aware  that  you 
assume  a  liability  for  bad  management,  bad 
underwriting  and  excessive  losses?  Have 
you  read  the  by-laws?  Do  you  know  that 
those  by-laws  have  not  been  recently 
changed  to  your  disadvantage  and  hazard? 
Are  you  sure  you  have  not  put  yourself  in 
the  power  of  dishonest  men  or  in  legal 
bondage  to  contracts  made  by  reckless  men? 


Denver. — W.  C.  Newman,  lately  with  the 
Pacific  Coast  Casualty,  is  now  with  the 
Colorado  State  Fund. 

When  the  editor  of  this  paper  visited 
Kansas  he  was  greatly  amused  by  the  men 
who  spoke  easy  and  carried  no  club  but  a 
brand. 

Ho !  for  Hobohemia  in  the  forest  primeval. 
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FIRE 


AUTOMOBILE    f 

NIAGARA    FIRE    insurance    Company 
Assets,     -     $6,916,921.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -      $3,503,411.00 

DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company 
Assets,     -     $2,278,039.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,574,706.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS 

Assets,  -  $10,742,403.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,862,302.00 
EDWIN     PARRISM,    Manaser 

Pacific  Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco 
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GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing  paid-for   Insurance  in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance   Company 

PORTLAND,  MAIXE. 

ARTHUR   L.  BATES,  President 

Address      Albert  E.  Awde,    Supt.  of  Agencies 
7  \V.  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT  HUNT,   Manager 
Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

T.  H.  McAllis,  Manager,  Sherlock  Bldg., 
Portland,  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Seattle. 
Wash. 

J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


GERMAN  I A 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  January  1,  1915. 


AUTOMOBILE 

An  unusual  number  of  thefts  and 
damages  by  automobile  joy  riders. 
Such  theft  is  now  a  gross  misdemeanor. 


Cash  Capital,     -     -     -     §1,000,000  00 

Assets, 7,284,654  80 

Net  Surplus,     -     -     -       2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 

FIRE 

Capital  Fire  of   N.    H.    will   be   a 
$300,000  company  soon  or  sooner. 

German  companies  report  decreased 
fire  losses. 
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Our  Directory  of  Pacific  Coast  Fieldmen 


Special  Agents  are  invited  to  send  us  corrections 


Aetna 

Sun  Francisco— J.  A.  Murphy,  gen'l 
adjuster;        H.F.Mills 

E.  V.  Culver,  G.  F.  Roberts 
Los  Angeles — H.  E.  O'Brien 

J.  A.  Gallaglier 
Seattle— F.  H.  Rhoads 
Spokane— G.  S.  Mariner 
Butte,  Mont — Jno.  P.  Breeden 


W.   W.  Alverson 

San  Francisco— R.  R.  Roper 
Los  Angeles— T.  J,  Keleher 
Portland — A.  M.  Lovelace 
Spokane— VV.  T.  Booth 

Atlas 

Denver — "Wm.  Manninpr 
Portland— A.  E.  Ehrhorn 
San  Francisco-Fred  H.  Elster 

Craig  Owens 
Spokane — E.  K.  Lower 
Los  Angeles— H.  R.  Jackson 

Bertheau,  Setback  &  Bertheau 

San  Francisco— Wm.  Sheldon 
Los  Angeles— R.  L.  McCulloch 
Portland — Miles  D.  Warren 
Spokane— Walter  E.  Felthouse 

Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

San  Francisco — 

W.  H.  Gibbons,  L.  M.  Hale 

W.  B.  Westlake 
Los  Angeles— Chas. Van  Valkenburg 
Seattle — W.  P.  Porep 
Spokane— Chas.  A.  Wendler 
Denver — Jesse  DeBruhl 

California 

San  Francisco— J.  E  CosgroveAsSt  See 
H.  C.  R.  Buswell.  Supt.  of  Agen's 
John  M.  Clayton 

Los  Angeles— Leigh  H.  Robins 

Seattle— A.  X.  Lindsay, 
A.  Dukinfield 

Portland— B.  A.  Sifford 

Chapman  &  Nauman  Co. 

San  Francisco — Theo.  SchlosSer 
Seattle — Edw  B.  Fleming 

Christensen  &  Goodwin 

San  Francisco — R.  De  Lappe 

Geo.  T.  Gray,  Carl  A,  Truitt 
Los  Angeles— E.  B.  Flack 

R.  X.  Loucks,  Jr. 
Seattle— Wm.  F.  Zwick 
Spokane— Walter  A.  Frazier 
Portland— Fred  Tebben 
Helena— John  B.  Fritschi 
Boise— L.  L.  Dibble 

James  F.  Cobb  Co.  Inc. 

Los  Angeles— R.  H.  Jenkins 

Connecticut  &  Westchsster 

San  Francisco— C.  W.  Von  Tagen 
Fred  S.  Dick,  John  M.  Gordon 
Los  Angeles— L.  P.  Stephens 
Portland— .lames  S.  Reed 
Salt  Lake— W.  S.  Ferris 
Spokane — S.  L.  DeLong 


Continental  and  Fidelity 
Underwriters 

San  Francisco— F.  P.  Wilson 

A.  G.  Xason  &  Co. 
Sacramento— Jay  C.  Wickler 
Los  Angeles— G.  L.  Mclntlre 
Portland— W'.  A.  Williams 
Helena— J.  W.  Gamble 
Seattle — G.  L.  .\^.  Lauer 

Curtis  &  Gordon 

San  Francisco — 

Clarence  L.  Greenwalt 
Portland— E.  C.  Morgan 
Los  Angeles— Leo  L.  Gibscn 

The  James  H.  de  Veuve  Co. 

Seattle— B.D.Smalley.H.  A. Canfield 

B.  D.  Smalley  Jr. 
San  Francisco— D.  T.  Child 

Fireman's  Fund 

San  Francisco — R.  D.  Hunter 
Samuel  Simmen,  John  J,  Ham- 
mond, Kenneth  Brown, 
A.  E.  Webber,  Bayard  E.Xourse 
Xiran  B.  Swett 

Los  Angeles — Weldon  D.  Whelan 
Chester  A.  Swift,    George  D, 
Gilmore,  W.  H.  Armstrong 

Portland— H.  B.  Tickner 

Seattle — Frank   L.  Emerick 
F.  M.  Burnside 

Spokane — Jas.  R.  Quick 

Denver— F.  G.  White,  W.  P.  Coffey 
Frederick  R.  Lanagan 
S.  E.  Xorton 

Dallas— C.  C.  Wright,  J.  H.  Snell 
J.  C.  Evans 

Helena— C.  D.  French 

Fire  Association  and  Philadel- 
phia Underwriters 

San  Francisco— Thos.  F.  O'Grady 
Charles  L.  Barsotti,  Howard  W. 
Hogan 
Los  Angeles— Geo.  F.  Staniford 
Portland— Frank  S.  Glover 
Seattle-C.  R.  Harold 
Helena— Percy  B.  Churchill 
Denver— L.  D.  Griffin 

Fidelity-Phenix  of  New  York 

San  Francisco— Arthur  G.Xason&Co 
Seattle — Fred  D.  Hougham 
Spokane — Charles  L.  Bailey 
Los  Angeles— F.  Earl  Alderson 
Sacramento— H.  R.  Wickler 

Germania  Fire 

San  Francisco— Fred  S.  Penfield 
Seattle— Per  Lee  Welty 
Spokane— Z.  M,  Boyer 

George  O.  Haadley 

San  Francisco— Alex  J.  Cartwright 
Portland— A.  H..Iaekson 
Spokane— F.  J.  Root 
Los  Angeles— Mark  B.  Harris 
Dixwell  Hewitt 

San  Francisco— Geo.  E.  Devine, 
Snpt.  of  Agencies 
M.  E.  Spalding.  R.  E.  Dollard 
Wm.  S.Dennis.  L.  H.  Earle 

Los  Angeles— P.  H.  Griffith 
E.  E.  Price 

Portland— J.  J.  Dennis 

Spokane—  Xeil  Stewart 

Butte— Chas.  E.  Miller 


Home    New    York 

San  Francisco—  Harry  L.  Roff. 
J.  J.  Sheahan,  H.  W.  Wagenet 

E.  A.  Sheahan,  G.  W.  Madison 
Los  Angeles — Chas.  Quitzow 

James  S.  Suydam 
Portland— J.  D,  Coleman. 

John  C.  Fox,  Edgar  Stevens 
Spokane — Vernon  B.  McDowell 
Salt  Lake— Junius  Young, 
Great  Falls— Benn  A.  Scott 

Ins.    Co.     of  North    America    & 
Alliance 

San  Francisco — A,  C.  Wright 

F.  J.  Mayer 
Portland— Walter  E.  Bliss 
Los  Angeles — Wm.  F.  Kuhl 
Spokane — M.  H.  Reeves 
Billings,  Mont. — Oilman  L.  Camp 

Law  Union  &  Rock  and  Union 
Assurance 

San  Francisco  —  E.  M.  Brodenstein 
Branch  Sec"y ;    J.  Percy  Carroll. 
Supt.  of  Agencies 
F.  A.  Stahl.  Xoah  L.  Nelson 

Los  Angeles — F.  F.  Richards 

Portland— M.  B.  Boothby 

Denvei — W.  J.  Kulp 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

San  Francisco — R,  H.  Rountree 

Harrison  Houseworth 

Chester  S.  Myrick,  Geo.  J.  Janes 
Los  Angeles — R.  G.  Brush 

Logan  B.  Chandler 
Seattle—  G.  F.  Guerraz 
Portland— F.  E.  Atkins 
Great  Falls— Grant  R.  Brown 

London  &  Lancashire  and  Orient 

San  Francisco— Geo.  Ormond  Smith, 
Agency  Sup't;  W.  B.  Hopkins, 
local  see'y:     Geo.  T.  Richmond 

Los  Angeles —  J.  P.  Yates,  Agency 
Supt.  ;  J.  P.  Hague 

Sacramento — Wm.  W.  Gilmore 

Portland— G.  L.  Goodell 

Seattle— David  H.  Parry 

Denver— Xicholas  Gardner 

Salt  Lake— X.  W.  Clayton,  Jr. 

London 

San  Francisco— Wm.  H.  Hackett 
Supt.  of  Agencies 

Phillip  R,  Weinmann,  Ben  L 

Penfield 
Los  Angeles — C.  W.  Rohrer 
Portland— Gus  J.  Roth 
Seattle— P.  3.  Perry 
Spokane — J.  E.  Johnsen 
Denver— T.  S.  Heath 

Macdonald  &  Miles 
San  Francisco — R.  H.  Jenkins 
Seattle — Frank  B.  Benson 

National  Union 

San  Francisco— Dixwell  Davenport 

J.  R.  Bertholf 
Oakland— E.  W.  Hall 
Los  Angeles— William  M.  Stodghill 
Seattle — Henry  G.  Graau 
Spokane— J.  F.  Price 

New  York  Underwriters  Agency 

San  Francisco— V.  H.  Quitzow 
Los  Angeles— A.  C.  Anderson 
Seattle— A.  E.  Bailey 
Spokane— H.  B.  Hagen 
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New  Zealand 

San  Francisco— D.  A.  Parker 

R.  E.  Oehlmann 
Los  Angeles— C.  P.  Lyndall 
Portland— W.  G.  Fortmann 
Denver— Fred  Williams 
Spokane— Volney  Seebeck 

E.  T.  Niebling 

San  Francisco  —  John  E.  Cosgrove, 
Supt.  of  Agencies ;  A.  E.  Field 
F.  J.  H.  Manning,  Geo.  F.  Heuer 

Los  Angeles— Walter  H.  Young 

Portland— H.  E.  Parkhurst 

Seattle— Geo.  W.  Swan 

Helena— I.  M.  Fisher.  Jr. 

North  British  and  Mercantile, 
Commonwealth,  New  York 

Seattle— E.  J.  Young 

Spokane— P.  W.  Gedney 

Los  Angeles— Chas.  Harris 

San  Francisco— F.  J.  Schoeneman 

C.  F.  Milliman,  G.  W.  Dearborn 
Denver— E.  C.  Willey 
Portland— H.  E.  Smith 
Helena— Oscar  Unmack 
Dallas— Wirt  Leake 
Houston— H.J  Thomson 

Northern 

San  Francisco— H.  D.  Schumann 
Sacramento— L.  C.  Holloway 
Los  Angeles— G.  Mueller 
Portland— D.  Ross  Atkinson 
Seattle— F.  B.  Welpton 
Butte— E.  C.  Fotheringham 

Northwestern  National 

Seattle— A.  M.  Jones 

Los  Angeles— W.  E.  Labry 

San  Francisco— 0.  W.  Greene 

H.  L.  Clark 
Tacoma— L    S.  Frudenfeld 
Spokane — G.  F.  Nickerson 

Norwich  Union 

San  Francisco— F.  C.  Staniford,  Supt 
of  Agencies,  William  L.  Wallace, 
H.  L. Cope 

Portland— A.  W.  Giesy.  Supt.  of 
Agencies 

Spokane— H.  W.  Randall 
A.  C.  Olds 

San  Francisco— Paul  St.  John 

Los  Angeles— Warren  Campbell 

Sacramento— E.  E.  Panabaker 

Portland— Chas.  A.Colvin 


Edwin  Parriah 

Portland— Chester  A.  Deering 
Spokane— John  A.  Carlson 
Los  Angeles— O.  D.Baldwin 

B.  C.  Fisher 
Sacramento— W.  D.  Young 
San  Francisco— R.  T.  Boyd 
C.  C.  Trowbridge 

Pennsylvania 

San  Francisco— S.  P.  Mesick,  F.J. 

Agnew,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

F.  A.  Lathrop 
Oakland— F.J.  Agnew, Supt  of  Agen. 
Los  Angeles— A.  C.  McConnell 
Portland— Chas.  V.  McCarthy 

Phoenix,  London 

San  Francisco— G.  A.  R.  Heuer 

Willard  T.  Lovell. 

Munro  English,  Chas.  R.  Stone 

Geo.  A.  Yocum,  W.  H.  Ticknor 
Portland— Edwin  C.  F.  Knowies 

B. W.  Jones 
Spokane  — J.    Robb    Gay 
Los  Angeles— Otho  N.Hall 

H.  G.  Large,    B.  J.  Kellner 

E.  E.  Potter  &  Sons 

San  Francisco— E.  G.  Potter, 

Sup'tof  Agencies;  R.  H.  Davis 
Los  Angeles— C.  H.  Gatchel 
Portland— E.  A.  Parsons 
Seattle— C.  R.  Kerns 
Bozeman— C.  E.  Dunlop 

Royal  Exchange 

Denver — W.  J.  Ciscel 

Seattle— Lawrence  F.  Lamping 

Royal  and  Queen 

San  Francisco— F.  M.  Gilcrest 
J.  E.  Walden,   Fred.  H.  Farr 
R.  S.  Folger 

Fresno— E.  P.  Eldred 

Los  Angeles— J.  K.  Urmston 
F.  J.  Perry 

Sacramento— D.  L.  Stewart 

Portland— H.  R.  Biu-ke 

Seattle— Matt  B.  Evans 

Salt  Lake— J.  H.  Banks 

Salem.  Or.— C.  D.  Gabrielson 

Spokane— J.  T.  O'Brien 


Springfield 

San  Francisco — Geo.  C.  Codding 

Frank  H.  Young,  H.  K.  Nourse 
Los  Angeles— J.  E.  Crandall 
Portland— J.  F.  R,  Webber 
Seattle— C.  H.  Anderson 
Salt  Lake— L.  B.  Rogers 


Scottish  Union  &  National  and 
State  Assurance 

San  Francisco — J.  H.  Fuller 

RoUin  M.  Kelley 
Los  Angeles  —  Chas.  Niemann 
Tacoma— Fred  W.  Gaston 
Spokane— H.  C.  Edmundson 
Denver— J.  L.  Reams 

Geo.  H.  Tyson 

San  Francisco— Harry  Benner, 
Cliford  c;only,  Supt  of  Agents 
J.  0.  Howard,  General  Adjuster 
J.  B.  Hatcher 

Douglas  Parker,  C.  E.  E.  Ellis 
Meredith  Parker 

Los   Angeles— F.  G.  Ainley 
E.  R.  Holland 

Sacramento— E.  F.  Hewit 

Portland— A.  M.  Peckham 

Seattle— W.T.Burwell,  L.D.Mitchell 

Spokane— F.  O.  Vincent 

Salt  Lake  City— Arthur  A.  Ferns 

Wayman  and  Henry 

San  Francisco— W.  W.  Cleveland, 
J.  R.  Kenna.  E.  P.  Caine,  John 
A.  FauU   J.  N. Waters 

Los  Angeles— Edward  A,  Rowe 
James  F.  Boylan 

Portland— E.  R.  Thompson 

Seattle— Bruce  Kaltz 

Spokane— W.S.Gill,   C.B.Harris 

Denver— C.  S.  Hill 

Western  and  British  America 

Seattle— H.  P.  Hildreth 
San  Francisco— J.  C.  Crooks 

Appraisers 

San  Francisco — J.  P.  Treanor 
Portland— Wm.  B.  Honeyman 


ACCIDENT 

The  annual  meeting  of  The  Health 
and  Accident  Underwriters  Conference 
will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  LaSalle, 
Chicago,  Illinois,  on  August  17th, 
18th  and  19th.  A  high  class  program 
for  the  meeting  is  now  being  arranged. 
FIRE 

The  Alleghany  county  (Pa.)  fire  marshal 
reports  8U  percent  of  the  1914  fires  as  of 
incendiary  origin. 

Grass  Valley,  CaL,  May  21.  —  The  com- 
plete surface  plant  of  the   California   mine, 


including  mill,  hoist  and  big  gallows  frame, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  this  morning.  The 
work  is  believed  to  have  been  that  of  an 
incendiary.  The  machinery  was  damaged 
by  the  great  heat. 

Down  in  ole  No'th  Ca'lina  fire  policies 
next  year  must  give  the  basis  rate,  deficiency 
charge,  credit  for  improvements  and  the 
rate  at  which  written,  and  when  the  rate  is 
changed  the  policyholder  must  be  given  full 
details  of  the  change,  together  with  notice 
of  the  filing  of  same  with  the  czar.  Before 
delivering  a  policy  on  town  property  the 
agent  must  inspect,  survey  and  approve  the 
risk  as  to  value  and  insurable  condition. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

(LIMITED) 

Of  London,  England 
With  which  is  Incorporated  the 

Iiancheslrer  Assurance  Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,    ■     •    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,962,091.00 


Office:    lOO    Sansome  St., 


San  Francisco 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  M.  PALACHE,  Assistant  Manager 


FIRE 

The  Three  Trades  Fire  of  Kentucky 
has  surrendered  its  foggy  ghost. 

The  Walla  Walla  receiver  will  soon 
pay  a  final  dividend  of  10  percent. 

Fire  Sweeps  Fresno  County  Grain 
Fields 

Mendota,  June  14.  —  Thousands  of 
acres  of  dry  feed  and  grain  were  de- 
stroyed in  western  Fresno  county  by  a 
fire  of  unknown  origin  yesterday.  This 
is  the  first  serious  field  fire  of  the  year. 
The  loss  will  reach  $15,000. 


A  section  thirty  by  twenty  miles  was 
burned  over  in  this  vicinity,  most  of 
the  ground  being  covered  with  dry 
grass.  Small  fields  of  barley  and 
wheat  were  destroyed,  but  no  build- 
ings. From  Mendota  the  fire  spread 
rapidly  toward  Coalinga,  and  tonight 
all  territory  west  of  the  oil  district  had 
been  swept  by  flames. 

The  fire  is  under  control. 
Warehouse  Burned 

Delavan,  Colusa  co.,  Cal.,  June  17. — 
Warehouse  600  feet  long  burned;  loss 
$15,000;  insured;  origin  believed  incendiary. 
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LIFE 

The  Bankers  Life  Company  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  has  purchased  an  entire 
half  blocV  of  ground  as  a  site  for  a  new 
home  office  building.  All  of  the  great 
insurance  company  buildings  of  the 
nation  will  be  investigated  before 
definite  plans  are  made.  The  best  and 
most  desirable  features  of  all  are  to  be 
incorporated    into   the    new     Bankers 


Life  building  which  will  be  a  model 
home  office  for  a  life  insurance  com- 
pany. The  dimensions  of  the  new 
site  are  330  by  132,  which  will  afford 
room  for  a  building  as  large  as  needed 
and  still  leave  plenty  of  room  for  land- 
scape effects  in  conformity  with  the 
requirements  for  a  structure  of  that 
magnitude. 


NEW 


NEW 


MONTHLY  INCOME  BONDS 

A  new  idea  added  to  the  Popular  Monthly 
Installment  Insurance.  Gives  the  Agent  a 
ready  opening  by  gaining  the  prospect's  w^ill- 
ing  attention.  Complete  Line,  Life,  Limited 
Pay,  Endowments 

For  Contracts,  address  I  A.  Ewing,  General  Manager,  or  Chas.  A.  Cohen. 
Supervisor  of  Agencies,  Home  Office 

SAN    FRANCISCO   LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

San  Francisco,   California 

Southern  California  Territory,  Address  W.         Cramer,  President 
SOUTHERN  AGENCY  COMPANY 
1129  Marsh-Strong  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


NEW 


Territory  in  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Arizona,  Nevada 


NEW 


ORGANIZED    179  7 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 


Assets,   Over        ..... 
Losses  Paid,   Over        .... 

Pacific   Department 
J.   L.   FULLER,   Manager 

FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


$13,000,000.00 
$100,000,000.00 

332  Pine  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


I 1 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
108-110  Sansome  Street,        -      San  Francisco,   Cal. 
A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 
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The  FRANKFORT 

General  Insurance  Co. 

Established  1865  Entered  United  States  1896 

U.  S.  Department,  123  William  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Workmen's  Compensation 
Workmen's  Collective 
Liability- 
Burglary 

Personal  Accident  and  Health 
Industrial  Accident  and  Health 


Agents  Wanted  For  Unoccupied  Territory- 
Apply  to  New  York  ofSce  or  to 

WALTER  A.  CHOWEN, 

Resident  Secretary, 

340  Sansome  Street,    San  Francisco 

Central  California  Agency 
BEN  LEONARD  COMPANY 
617  "J"  St.,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

Soutliern  California  Agency 

CONSOLIDATED  AGENCY    COMPANY 

334  Central  Building,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance   Compan}^ 

Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Cash  Capital,  -         .         .        .        .        $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -        -        -       1,263,340.00 

Assets, 4,195.444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department,  604  Merchants  Ex.,    S.  F 

FIELD   REPRESENTATIVES: 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF,  Northern  California, 
6U4  Merchants  Exchange,  S.  F. 

E.  W.  HALL,  Bay  Counties. 
500  Syndicate  Bldg.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California. 
302  Stimson  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon,  British  Columbia  and 
Western  Washington,     722  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 
Washington,    Address— Spokane,  Wash, 


$80,000   Fire  in   Seattle 

Seattle,  June  4. — The  loss  hy  the  early 
morning  fire  that  destroyed  the  Pacific  Coal 
Company's  retail  and  tug  boat  bunkers  at 
the  foot  of  Dearborn  street  caused  loss 
estimated  at  $S0,000.  The  power-house 
and  engine-house   were   not  injured.     The 


Build  Your  Own  Business 

under    our    direct    general    agency 
/Lfl      contract.     This  is  a  liberal  propo- 
W      sition  for  which  men  of  ability  can 
qualify.       A  few    exceptional    op- 
portunities   are    open  at    present. 
For  particulars,   address: 

JOHN  F.  ROCHE,  Vice-President 

The  Manhattan  Life 

Insurance  Co.        organized  isso 

66  Broadway,   New  York 


huge  shipbuilding  plant  of  the  Seattle  Con- 
struction and  Dry  Dock  Company  nearby 
was  not  touched.  The  fire  will  not  stop  the 
business  of  the  coal  company,  which  has 
other  bunkers.  The  loss  is  fully  covered 
by  insurance. 


A  famous  American  once  visited  a  menag- 
erie at  Washington,  and  pausing  before  a 
particularly  ugly  monkey,  exclaimed  — 
"What  a  resemblance  to— So-and-So." 

The  words  were  scarcely  spoken  when  he 
turned  and  saw  standing  at  his  side  the 
very  man  whom  he  had  complimented. 
"I  beg  your  pardon!"  said  the  gallant 
colonel.  "I  would  not  have  made  the 
remark  had  I  known  you  were  near  me, 
and  I  am  ready  to  make  the  most  humble 
apology.  But — "  looking  first  at  the  man 
and  then  at  the  animal —  "hang  it  if  I  can 
tell  whether  I  ought  to  apologize  to  you  or 
to  the  monkey ! ' ' 

Mr.  Rittenhouse  is  issuing  much  loud  and 
ill-perfumed  nonsense  on  the  increase  of 
mortality  from  degenerative  diseases. 
There  is  no  increase,  and  such  disease  of 
this  character  as  these  are  can  not  be  post- 
poned indefinitely.  Mr.  Rittenhouse  is 
merely  a  hutnbug  who  as  usual  is  on  to  his 
job.  There  is  no  alarming  increase  in 
organic  mortality  in  a  generation  in  the 
United  States. 
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y.  . d-^^t-».^t    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

/XmCnCan    t^Cntrdl  ^f  st.   LouIs  Established   1853 

Assets,  $4,320,590        Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid,  $29,707,385 

^-        i>^--|    F.  &  M.   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^t.     r'^aUl  of  St.   Paul,   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets,  $10,162,454     Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $4,216,643       Losses  Paid,  $47,792,188 


LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 

Mercantile  '■  *  "<,•,  TS"""     Minnesota  'ZTAl?' 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156,705  Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156,705 

TERRITORY— California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department:— 2S5  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION  LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750.000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus.       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

( Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia. ) 
Total  Assets,  -  $27,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  $11,878,186.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906,        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AOENTS  : 

T.  F.  O'GRADY,  San  Francisco:  GEO.  F.  STANIFORD,  Los  Angeles; Portland 

315  California  Street,  _  -  .  San  Franc/sco 


An  automobile  shipment  to  Russia  land,  caught  fire,  which  roared  in  her 
was  set  on  fire  at  the  dock  at  Tacoma.  hold  and  disabled  her  engines.  Cap- 
One  machine  was  destroyed  by  the  in-  tain  Krebs  accepted  a  tow  after  drift- 
cendiary.  This  fire,  together  with  the  ing  south  for  twenty  hours,  and  the 
recent  dynamite  explosion  at  Seattle,  vessel  was  brought  back  to  San  Fran- 
and  the  repeated  firing  of  bridges  at  cisco.  Fire  extinguished. 
Vancouver,  seems  to  prove  that  crazy  Rain  and  Snow  in  Arizona 
"patriots"  from  Europe  are  repaying  Phoenix,  June  4.— Forty-eight  hundredths 
safety  and  hospitality  with  acts  of  of  an  inch,  ahnost  aa  much  as  the  total  June 
violence.  rainfall    in   the   last    fifteen    years,    fell  in 

Phoenix   yesterday   and   last   night.     A   2- 

Marine.— The  steamer  Mackinaw,  in  inch  snowfall  is  reported  from  Baker  moun- 

ballast  from  San  Francisco   for    Port-  tain,  eighty- five  miles  northeast  of  here. 
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Pacific   Department,  Insuran 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE   INSURANCE  CO. 

HARTFORD 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

ce  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

OF 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J.  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

F.  &».  M.  Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,   Mase. 

Largest    Fire   Insurance  Company   Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets    $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8,979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,490,436.53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 
the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus     590,434  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,014,985.00 


OFFICE:    KOHL     BUILDING, 

Corner  California  and   Montgomery  Streets,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst.  Manager 


F.  J    R.  WEBBER 


SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.  B.  ROGERS      J.  E.  CRANDALL        C.  H.  ANDERSON 
FRANK  H.  YOUNG  H.  K.  NOURSE 


If  you  dont  like  my  views  write  your  own  That  meant   sometliing,  when  the   presi- 

to  the  editor.  of  the  New  Jersey  Fire  suddenly  resigned. 
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The  "Home  Life" 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ide  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  its  policyholders  during 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  |30,63 1,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  |3, 1 10,507includ- 
ing  dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
14,533,420,  and  is  now 

$120,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 
JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE. 

Clans  Spreckels  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


LIFE 

Wanted    to    Examine    Policy — Death 
Came    Before    Delivery 

"You  never  can  tell"  is  working 
along  into  so  common  an  expression 
that  it  has  almost  reached  the  slang 
stage.  But  it  has  a  most  important 
meaning  in  connection  with  life  insur- 
ance, which  the  experience  of  an  agent 
fully  illustrates. 

He  sold  a  farmer  in  the  Middle 
West  a  policy  for  $2,000.  The  appli- 
cation was  signed,  and  every  arrange- 
ment made,  but,  though  urged,  the 
applicant  declined  to  make  payment 
in  advance,  in  order  to  be  immediately 
insured.  He  said  that  he  wanted  to 
examine  the  policy  first  and  was  will- 
ing to  take  the  risk  of  waiting.  The 
agent  duly  received  the  policy,  but  it 
was  a  week  before  he  had  a  chance  to 
make  the  distant  trip  into  the  country 
to  deliver  the  policy.     Imagine  his  sur- 
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prise  to  find  the  dooryard  filled  with 
neighbors,  and  the  prospective  policy- 
holder dangerously  injured,  death  com- 
ing a  day  or  two  later. 

The  farmer  had  been  willing  to  take 
a  chance,  but  his  family  lost  by  that 
unnecessary  proceeding.  The  hazard 
is  not  always  as  close  as  this,  but  it  is 
never  absent.  Once  that  decision  has 
been  fixed  upon  a  policy,  it  is  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  become  owner  of  if  with- 
out delay. — The  Union  Mutual. 


The  Prudential  directorate  now  has 
no  "interlocking"  directors. 
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Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

"Thk    Oldest  Scottish  IifsuRANCE  Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50  -  52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOTCH  ONDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Gulhrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES  : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIN,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREX  CAMPBELL,  Speeial  Agt.  Los  Angeles 
ED.E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agf,  Sacramento,  Cal.    PAUL  ST.  JOHN,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  N.    Y. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  DECEMBER   31,  1914 

Assets $11,858,729  53 

Liabilities 8,319,608  72 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,539,120  81 

Losses  Paid  to  December  31,  1914  .  .  .  48,580,800  32 
This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 
Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary.  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public.  Teams  i  Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage*,  Automobile  i  Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision  i.  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance.  _ 

(  California— CHAS.  J.  BOSWORTH,  General  Agent.  Merchants  Exchange, 
Pacific  Coast  Department:  i  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— SEELEY  &.  CO..  Ill  S.  loth 
(  St.,  Tacoma;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of    LONDOX 

Cash   Assets,      .      .      .     $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECIAL  AGENTS- C.  \V.  Rohrer,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.:  Rod  E.  Smith,  Portland.  Oregon; 
T.  S.  Heath.  Denver;  J.  E.  Johxsen,  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinmann.  B.L.  Pexfield,  San  Francisco. 
Percy  J.  Perry,  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL.  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

\v>r.  Hackett.  Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch— Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


The  familj'  was  anxious  to  keep  the  they    could    collect.      When    she    had 

cook  who  had  proved  a  veritable  treas-  saved    a   sufficient    number    she    ex- 

ure.     When  she   developed  a    passion  changed  them   for  a  trunk,  and   left, 

for  gathering  trading  stamps  the  family  The    National    has   covered  a  large 

decided  to  humor  her,  and  save  her  all  war  supply  liability. 
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NEW    EDITION 

THE    TWELFTH 


oft 


fartftr  3\xt  Manual 

A    BOOK    OF    INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR    LOCAL    AGENTS     :     :     : 

The  24th    Thousand 

PUBLISHED   BY  THE  COAST  REVIEW 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Diagrams  in  colors   (  New  matter ) 


Clauses  and  Figures  are  Revised  to  Date 


Only  Manual  of  the  Kind 


Of  Excellent  Service  to  New  and  Old  Agents 


Recommended  by  Brokers,  Locals,  Specials 
and  Managers 


Printed  on  New  Hand-set  Type  and  A-1  Stock 


Price  $1.50.    Postage  Prepaid 

SPECIAL   RATES   FOR  QUANTITIES 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FOUR  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  fe?  Mercantile 

Insurance    Company  Of  London  and  Edinburgh 

Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 

$9,139,794.00 

E.  G.  JRICHARDS,  Manager 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 

FrELD  Representatives: 

E.  J.  Young,  201  American  Bank  Bldg.,  Seattle :  P.  W.  Gedney,  504  Empire  State  Bldg.,  Spokane.Wash.. 
E.  C.  Willey,  1645  Tremont  St.,  Denver,  Colo. ;  C.  Harris,  515  Title  Ins.  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles ;  H.  E  mith 
221  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland,  Or. ;    G.  W.  Dearborn,  F.  J,  Schoeneman,  C.  F.  Milliman,  San  Fran  c  see 


ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 

(which  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  Are  assets  of  the  Co.) 


AGEINTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  ihc  business? 

THEN 
Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company,  Are  you  represented  here?  Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there.  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  sjjecial  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Marm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  \i  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an   applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."    "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."    "My  business  is  chiefly ." 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad  hand  and  the  warm 
eye  TTiey  will  pay  you  a  handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance     Company 
Of    Great    Britain. 

Organized  1^24, 

FIRE    -    LIGHTNING     •    TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE    -    SPRINKLER    LEAKAGE 


North  American  Branch: 

Hartfortt,  Conn, 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 


FIELD    REPRESENTATIVES! 

FRED  AV.  GASTON,  Tacoma,  Wash., 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia. 

JOHN  L.  REAMS,  State  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUNDSOX,   Realty  Building. 

SF>okane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  .\rizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE : 

420  Montgomery  Street 


Olympia,  Wash.,  June  2 — This  city 
is  without  street  lights.  The  contract 
with  the  local  company  has  not  been 
renewed.     The  city  has  no  funds. 

The  contention  of  the  lighting  and 
power  company,  as  given  out  in  a  re- 


cent statement,  is  that  the  city  trans- 
ferred from  the  lighting  fund  some 
$2,300  to  conduct  a  condemnation 
case  against  the  Olympia  Water 
Works  Company,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  over  the  water  system. 
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GENERAL 
No    Insurance 

Spokane,  June  1. — Physicians  who 
are  called  during  a  visit  of  the  stork 
are  entitled  to  an  additional  fee  in  the 
case  of  twins,  according  to  justice  S.  C. 
Hyde  today,  who  decided  that  A.  O. 
Long,  a  nurseryman  of  Opportunity, 
should  pay  Dr.  E.  F.  Crane  $50  for 
services. 


A  transfer  company  hauled  a  load  of 
"wet"  goods  through  "dry"  Glendale 
to  a  wet  village  in  southern  California, 
and  left  one  keg  conspicuously  un- 
covered. The  defendant  pleaded  ig- 
norance of  the  law  and  was  therefore 
fined  only  $50.  The  driver  was  allowed 
to  go  free. 

The  Oklahoma  Fire  quits,  after  rein- 
suring in  the  Concordia. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  ( incorporated  i85i) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Surpl^is $1,053,889.00 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

3  4  0    CALIFORNIA   STREET        ...         SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  SCOTT  &  HENLEY,  Managers. 


TOTAL  ASSETS  REPRESENTED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co. 

of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York.  N.  Y, 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  III. 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 
202  -  204  Sansome  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


22,000     EDITION 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
1 2th  EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey  Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.50 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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Two  Fish  Stories— Each    Caught   19 
Black  Bass 

George  Kuhns,  vice  president  of  the 
Bankers  Life  Company,  is  back  from 
a  business  trip  to  Kentucky  during 
which  he  enjoyed  a  day  of  remarkable 
fishing  at  Reelfoot  lake  in  Tennessee. 
Mr.  Kuhns  broke  the  season's  record 
at  Reelfoot  with  a  morning's  catch  of 
nineteen  black  bass.  The  Clinton 
(Ky.)  Journal  gives  this  account  of 
the  event: 

"George  Kuhns,  E.  W.  Nothstine 
and  R.  G.  Hake  of  the  Bankers  Life 
Company  of  Des  Moines,  who  were 
the  guests  of  T.  D.  Samuels  of  Clinton 
at  Reelfoot  lake  last  Monday,  have 
returned  to  their  homes  having  thor- 
oughly enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  Mr. 
Samuels.  Mr.  Kuhns  broke  the  sea- 
son's record  in  his  morning's  catch  of 
nineteen  black  bass.  They  weighed 
from  one  to  three  and  one-half  pounds 
each  and  were  caught  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Ward,  proprietor  of  the 
Reelfoot  Lake  Hotel,  declared  black 
bass  would  not  bite  when  the  wind 
was  in  the  East." 

Reelfoot  lake  was  formed  about  100 
years  ago  during  the  great  earthquake 
which  shook  North  America  from  the 
Alleghenies  to  San  Diego,  caused  a 
great  depression  which  was  filled  with 
water  when  the  Mississippi  reversed 
itself  and  ran  uphill  for  several  days. 
The  lake  bed  was  a  forest  of  great 
cypress  trees  and  the  hollow  trunks  of 
these,  still  standing,  are  the  favorite 
haunts  of  the  black  bass,  who  strike 
readily  when  the  angler  casts  directly 
into  them.  This  sort  of  casting  re- 
quires considerable  skill  and  the  Ten- 


nessee fishermen  have  great  respect  for 
the  work  of  their  Northern  guest  who 
broke  the  season's  record. 

Smith,  La.,  June  9.  ■ —  Joe  Martin 
has  just  brought  in  the  finest  mess  of 
bass  of  the  season,  and  with  it  a  strange 
tale.  He  had  thirty-six  big-mouth 
black  bass  that  he  caught  at  two  hauls 
with  a  string  line. 

He  was  using  small  minnows  for 
bait  and  had  no  luck.  After  fishing 
about  an  hour  he  caught  a  little  eel. 
He  proceeded  to  string  it,  declaring 
he  was  going  to  have  something  to 
show,  anyhow. 

He  dropped  the  long  stringing  line 
over  the  side  of  his  boat,  fished  for 
nearly  an  hour,  and  caught  a  five-inch 
trout. 

He  started  to  pull  up  his  line  to 
string  the  trout,  and  felt  a  fierce  tug 
and  after  a  hard  struggle  he  pulled  in 
nineteen  big  black-mouthed  bass,  run- 
ning from  a  pound  to  two  and  a  half 
pounds. 

The  bass  had  tried  to  swallow  the 
eel,  and  it  had  slid  through  their  gills 
and  strung  them.  Joe  put  the  bass 
on  another  line,  dropped  the  eel  over- 
board again.  In  forty-five  minutes  he 
pulled  in  seventeen  more  bass. 

Well,  John  Cadman,  what  do  you 
think  of  these  fish  stories? 

It  is  stated  that  in  the  United  King- 
dom the  financial  stringency  caused  by 
the  war  has  been  much  relieved  by  life 
insurance  loans  amounting  to  $100,- 
000,000,  on  the  security  of  the  policies. 

Managers  and  specials  are  invited  to  send 
in  corrections  and  additions  to  onr  Field 
Men's  Directory. 
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Royal  Exchahge  Assurance 


OF     LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 

Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY,  United  States  Mgr. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING,   State  Agent 

For    Oregon,  Washinsrton    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING,  SEATTLE 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED  1782 


W.  IRVIKG 

General  Agent    for   Pacific  Coast 

R.  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 


3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 


CANTON 


I 


nsurance 


om 


ice 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG,  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)        -       -  $   250,000  00 

Cash  Assets  (Gold)       -       -       -  2,745,650  72 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,941,508  60 

Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -  399,500  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


PARROTT    <&  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San   Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


The  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Head  Office  for  United  States: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates. 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        -        -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal   Insurance    Building 
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FIRE 

The  former  president  of  the  Prov.- 
Wash.,  J.  H.  De  Wolfe,  is  dead,  in 
his  79th. 

In  W.  U.  territory  the  '14  loss  ratio 
was  57.5  percent.  Of  the  110  million 
premiums,  the  union  companies  wrote 

84. 

Saves  Bats  in   Fire 

Chicago,  Jane  1  .  —  When  a  shoe 
shop,  left  in  his  charge,  took  fire, 
George  Watts,  a  negro  bootblack, 
rushed  heroically  in  and  saved  what  to 
him  seemed  the  most  valuable  articles, 
two  baseball  bats,  before  he  spread  the 
alarm . 

Fire  Insurance  Is  the  Life  Preserver 
Insurance  has  been  called  the  hand- 
maid of  commerce.  It  is  more  than 
that — capital  is  the  life  and  insurance 
the  life-preserver  of  commerce.  Under 
its  protecting  aegis  the  fleets  of  com- 
merce sail  the  seas,  the  merchant  gives 
and  receives  credit,  and  the  banker 
rests  secure  as  the  custodian  of  the 
funds  of  others. — Wm.  J.  Dutton. 

A  new  re-insurance  plan  introduced 
by  the  Eagle  Fire  is  as  follows :  The 
Eagle  will  confine  itself  exclusively  to 
the  re-insurance  of  direct  writing  com- 
panies. It  has  negotiated  treaties  with 
various  direct  writing  companies  locat- 
ed in  different  sections  of  the  country, 
whereby  those  companies  agree  to  ac- 
cept and  the  Eagle  agrees  to  give  them 
as  retrocessionaires  a  fixed  percentage 
in  each  instance  of  all  the  re-insurance 
affected  with  it  by  other  companies, 
except  that  the  Eagle  agrees  to  retro- 
cede  no  re-insurance  to  a  i-etrocession- 
aire  in  the  territory  where  that  retro- 
cessionaire operates  directly  for  the 
issuance  of  policies. 


GENERAL 

Racing 

Racing  for  purses  with  horses  is  a 
good  thing  if  it  improves  the  breed  of 
hoi-ses.  Racing  for  volume  of  insur- 
ance premiums  is  a  good  thing  if  it 
improves  contracts  and  betters  the  re- 
lations between  insurer  and  insured. 
But  neither  kind  of  racing  is  a  good 
thing  if  it  promotes  gambling,  chica- 
nery, fraud,  hostile  legislation  and  bad 
practices  generally. 

A  Briglit  Policeman 

A  pompous  Eastern  city  official  upon 
reaching  his  home  one  evening  found 
the  street  blockaded  and  a  heap  of 
earth  piled  against  his  doorstep.  Ob- 
serving a  workman,  wielding  his  shovel 
in  a  near-by  ditch,  he  accosted  a  pass- 
ing policeman  and  complained  that 
the  laborer  was  trespassing  upon  pri- 
vate property. 

"What  do  yez  mean  by  t'rowin' 
dirrt  on  th'  gintleman's  steps?"  de- 
manded the  police  officer  pompously. 

"There's  no  other  placet'  t'rowit," 
replied  the  workman  indifferently. 

"Well,  thin,  in  thot  case,  yez  had 
better  dig  another  hole  an'  t'row  it  in 
there." 

Timely   Discipline 

"Did  the  fellow  who  set  himself  on 
fire  smoking  in  the  theatre  get  badly 
burned?" 

"No;  smoking  is  forbidden  there  so 
they  immediately  put  him  out." — 
Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

"Train  hits  automobile"  and  kills 
occupants  is  a  common  newspaper 
heading.  An  equally  common  head 
line  is  "Run  over  by  an  automobile 
while  crossing  street." 
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ESTABLISHED     1873 

Office   of   EclA?^ar(l   E.    Potter 

General    Agent 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,   without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL   AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE   ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble  of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.  E.  POTTER    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coeist  Department. 

Get  the  Best   Insurance   While   You  Are  About  it 
it   Costs    No    iVIore 

°'ii,^S"  GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .  $3,889,296  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 


GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .   $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  432,560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    .    ,    $3,053,576  00         Undivided  Profits   .    ,    .    $811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAnTnSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders .    .$1,080,978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits   .   .    .    $173,718  00 


EDWARD  E.  POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.   W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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NSURANCE 


JUNE 


In  its  44th  year 


LIFE 


The  demagogue  flourishes  every- 
where, even  in  the  Philippines,  where 
on  the  first  of  next  rnonth  a  law  will 
prohibit  life  companies  from  "discrim- 
inating" against  any  brown,  yellow  or 
black  skinned  person  in  the-  matter  of 
rates,  as  compared  with  the  rates 
granted  people  of  the  white  or  Caucas- 
ian race.  No  matter  if  the  whites  do 
live  the  longest. 

An  Illinois  congressman  is  out  with 
a  blast — he  thinks  it  is  a  bomb — against 
life  insurance.  He  wants  it  abolished 
by  law,  because,  he  says,  it  is  merely 
a  banking  scheme  for  the  service  of 
Wall  street. 


The  congressman  proclaims  from  his 
roof-top  this  solemn  warning:  "The  5 
billion  dollars  held  by  the  life  insur- 
ance companies  in  this  country  is  a 
fund  which  menaces  our  democratic 
institutions.  It  is  a  power  too  great 
to  be  allowed  a  few  men,  for  with  this 
money  they  can  debauch  courts  and 
legislators  and  officials.  They  can 
force  down  or  up  prices  of  bonds  and 
stocks.  They  can  bankrupt  railroads 
and  steamship  lines,  and  they  can  lend 
and  foreclose  and  bankrupt  merchants 
and  builders  and  manufacturers.  They 
can  shake  the  federal  government  itself, 
and  make  and  unmake  senators,  con- 
gressmen and  presidents."  Or  words 
to  that  effect.     It  is  awesome  stuff. 


The  Robertson  law  in  Texas,  requir- 
ing the  investment  of  75  percent  of  the 
Texas  premium  reserves  in  the  state,  is 
to  be  repealed.  The  companies  that 
retired  because  of  the  law  want  to 
come  back,  and  they  have  offered 
succour  to  a  coin-hungry  state  with 
an  investment  of  $30,000,000  imme- 
diately and  pay  back  taxes  besides. 
The  latter  is  the  cheese  that  tempts. 

What  effect  will  the  repeal  of  the 
law  have  on  the  many  Texas  life  com- 
panies organized  when  the  Eastern 
companies  withdrew?  They  seem 
flourishing  now  but  can  they  sur- 
vive when  the  steam-rollej  of  com- 
petition starts? 

Since  the  above  was  typed,  news  comes 
tliat  the  Gibson  bill  repealing  the  Robertson 
law,  passed  by  the  lower  house,  was  killed 
by  the  senate  by  3  votes  in  the  majority. 
Gibson  was  in  deadly  earnest  and  to  prove 
his  arguments  for  his  bill  he  tried  to  kill  the 
leader  of  the  opposition.  One  senator  said 
the  Texas  life  companies  threatened  to  with- 
draw all  advertising  from  his  paper  because 
he  favored  the  repeal.  They  also,  he  said, 
threatened  to  withdraw  all  deposits  from 
banks  which  lent  his  paper  any  money. 
One  Schumacher,  lobbyist  for  the  repeal, 
declared  that  he  was  employed  by  Texas 
business  men  who  w^anted  cheaper  life  in- 
surance and  cheap  money.  The  governor 
talks  of  an  extra  session  to  repeal  the  Rob- 
ertson law  or  somebody  is  lying.  It  is  a 
pretty  fight. 

The  National  Association  of  Life  Under- 
writers meets  in  San  Francisco,  August  10, 
11.  12. 


STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER    $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 


OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE  UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACIFIC    DEPARTMEINT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Francisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices :    Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  IN   EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


'^Ji 


1863 


52nd  YEAR 


1915 


FIRE 


AUTOMOBILE 


MARINE 


Organized   in  1863 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under  the   Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 

LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE   SECRETARY 

T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH, 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON,  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building-  Boston,  Mass. 


Southeastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ  HERRMANN.  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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INSURANCE 


PROTECTION 


l^eVie\\/ 


An     Insurance     Journal     and     Directory 
IN    ITS     FORTY-FOURTH     YEAR 

San    Francisco:      122  Balleck  Street 


The  Onlu  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West 


INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Publishers 


Rates  Restored  in  Visalia  After  Six  Years 

Two  Coast  Insurance  Men  Die 

Fresno  Rates  Are  Increased 

Another  Reduction  in  San  Francisco  Rates 

The  100  Feet  Clear  Space  Clause 

California  Life  Insurance  Totals 

Receiver  Asked  for  Tontine  Fund 

Adjustment  of  Fire  Loss  on  Shipboard 

Portland  Judge  on  Arson  and  Insurance 

A  Single  Premium  Life  Policy 

Revised  California  Life  Table 

New  York  State  Life  Insurance  Summary 

Half-Yearly  San  Francisco  Premiums  About  Same  as   Last   Year 

San    Francisco  Life  Men  Are  Preparing  for  the  National 

Convention 

New  York  Department  Will  Protect  Equitable  Life   Policyholders 

400,000  American  Insurance  Agents 

Some  Many  Years  Ago  Notes 


Circulating  Extensively  in  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


^. 


Price  25  Cents 
$3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America.  Japan.  China   and 

Australasia 


=/ 


TKe    Great    Fire    Insvirance    Company    of    tKe    World 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,783,618.69 


Established  1836 


Entered  U.  S.   1 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the    1st  of   January,  1915.  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows : 


Assets    .   . 
Liabilities 


$14,783,618.69 
.     9.961,463.20 


surplus $  4.822.155.49 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  a  year  of 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  Policyholders: 

Year.  Assets  at  January  1.  Income.  Expenditure. 

1906    (San  Fnincisco  Fire)  .  .  .   $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12.335.%!  

Thus  showing  Excess  OF  Kxi'enditure  of $1,744,116 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 101,013 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  UXITEi)  STATES  BRANCH:    Net  premiums:    1848.  $4,519;  1858,  $471,988: 
1868,  $1,739,620.  1878.  $2,422, 1 26    1888.  $3,928,010;  1898.  $4,979,422;  1908,  $7,427,618;  1914.  $8,667,549. 
LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  Unite']  States  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year  exceeds  $142.000. OOO.    This  large  sum.  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business  .evin- 
ces the  confidence  of  the  public  ivw]  the  faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled. 


Pacific  Department  EsTABLi-irn  1852 
In  Company's  New  Biiiiding 
44d  California  St.,  S<(n  I'rancisco 

Special    Agents  i 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manag 

THOS.  H.  ANDERSON,  Asst.  Mar 


G.  BRUSH  R    H.  ROr.Nj 

GEORGE  F.  GUERRAZ 


;KE  H.\RRISON  HOUSEWf. 

HESTER  S.  MYRICK  F.  1. 


TH  LOGAN  B.  CHANDLE 

ATKINS  GEO.  J.  J 
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Conflagration-Proof  Insurance 


Losses  paid  to  date,  -         -  over  $166,000,000 


RftOnc  DEPARTMENT 


(JERMAN  J       I   PHOENIX 

America''- Pi<^,M    °fHARTF0P** 

GERMAN  ^^^PpRO^^Olf 

Alliance-  ^^^^^   I^NMRWRiTfJi 


Equitable  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Co. 

Geq  H.Tyson  General  Agent. 

HERBOJT  FOUJtR.  ASST.QENuAaKI 

•     SAN  FRANCISCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets  Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  every  City,  town  or  Village 


The  Coast  Review 


Representing 


The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  Ne-w  YorK 
You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  "oldest  company  in  America"  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  to  Producing  Agents,  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2ci  vice -President 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


Worth   Reading 

America  and  The  World  War,  by 
Theodore  Roosevelt. 

The  True  History  of  the  American 
Revolution,   by    Sidney    Geo.    Fisher. 

Car   Skids    Off    Bridge    and    Drops 
Twenty-five   Feet  Near  Aptos 

Santa  Cruz,  Cal.,  .July  3.— Shortly 
before  2  o'clock  this  morning  a  party 
of  five  persons  returning  from  Wat- 
sonville  in  an  automobile  went  over 
the  bank  at  the  east  approach  to  the 
bridge  east  of  Aptos.  The  machine 
skidded  at  a  bad  turn. 

John  McCarthy,  a  chauffeur  recently 
from  San  Francisco,  landed  on  top  of 
a  tree  with  the  wheel  of  the  steering 
rod  still  clutched  in  his  hands.  He 
fell  from  limb  to  limb  until  he  finally 
dropped  upon  the  other  four  occupants 
of  the  car. 


Two  men  suffered  a  dislocated 
shoulder   and    broken   collar    bone. 

The  auto  dropped  25  feet  and  was 
wrecked. 

War    Shuts    Down    Gravel    and     Quartz 
Mines 

Nevada  City,  .July  3.— The  Orient 
gravel  mine  and  the  Four  Hills  quartz 
property,  located  in  the  mountains 
above  here,  have  suspended  opera- 
tions. W.  A.  Hood,  who  has  the 
mines  under  bond,  has  been  in  Eng- 
land ever  since  the  war  broke  out,  and, 
while  he  states  that  capital  is  available 
to  run  the  mines,  the  English  govern- 
ment will  not  permit  the  money  to 
leave  that  country  while  the  nation 
is  at  war. 

The  population  of  New  York  state  is 
10,000,000,  over  half  of  whom  live  ►in 
greater  New  York  city. 
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INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Company 

Cash  Capital,  ....  $400,000  OO 
Net  Surplus,  ....  191,636  OO 
Total  Assets,      .      .      .       1,141,200  00 


E.  T.  NIBBLING,  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

J.  W.  WARNER,  Assistant  Secretary 


HOME  OFFICE :     Company's  Building,  550-558  Sacramento   St. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL 

Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  Seattle     LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles     B.  A.  SIFFORD,  Portland 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  witliout  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  the  rate  of  "  Dollar  for  Dollar." 

Eastern  Department,  Philadelphia,  FRANK  C.  STURTEVANT,  Manager. 

Middle  East  Department,  Pittsburg,  LOGUE  BROS.  &  CO.,  Gen'l  Agts. 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 

OF  LIVERPOOL,  ENG. 


New  York  Department 

57   and   59    William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


.  LONDON & 
1  LANCASHIRE  I 

FIRE^ 

,  INSURANCE  COMPANYj 
'    -_         LTD.  ^ 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street.  San  Francisco,  CaL 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 

Geo.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt.     San  Francisco    W.  B.  Hopkins,  local  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt..     Los  Angeles,  Cat. 
SPECIAL  AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond San  Francisco  David  H.  Parry Seattle 

W.  W.  Gilmore Sacramento  N.  Gardner Denver 

J.  P.  Hague     Los  Angeles  N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr .  Salt  Lake  City 

G.  L.  Goodell Portland 
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Dacific  Coast 
(Casualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  -  ELEVAT- 
OR— AUTOMOBILE— PERSON  AL  AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 
SAN    FRANCISCO 


THE 

Standard  Accident 

Insurance  Company 

Of  Detroit,  Mich. 

LEM  W.  BOWEN,  President  J.  S.  HEATON,  Secy. 

Cash  Capital,  $1,000,000 

Gross  Assets,  -  4,930,330 
Claims  Paid,       -      19,565,180 

Writes  Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance, 
Accident  Policies  Provide  for — Unlimited  In- 
demnity, Beneficiary  Benefits,  Accumula- 
tions, Optional  Benefits,  Hospital  Indemnity, 
Combination  Features,  Surgeons'  Fees  Where 
no  Claim  for  Disability  is  Made,  Special 
Benefits     for     Sunstroke,      Freezing,      Etc. 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  for  Women. 
Contracts  Practically  Without  Conditions. 

CLARENCE  F.  BRIGGS, 

SuPT.  Pacific  Coast  Depaktment. 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Ari- 
zona, Utah,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


Mills  Bldg., 


San  Francisco 


H.  H.  HAIGHT.  District  Agent. 
Cantracts  Unexcelled.       Agents  Everywhere. 


LIFE 

The  Manhattan  Life  of  New  York 
announces  the  appointment  of  G.  A. 
Reynolds  as  its  manager  for  central 
New  York,  with  headquarters  501 
Daniel  building,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Frank 
R.  Eaton  has  been  appointed  manager 
for  Schenectady  county,  with  office 
room  14,  Ellis  building,  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.  Another  appointment  w^as  that 
of  H.  A.  Brundage,  who  becomes 
general  agent  for  Broome  county,  with 
headquarters  at  Endicott,  N.  Y. 


The  files  of  every  office  are  often 
neglected  and  seldom  worked  to  their 
full  capacity  as  a  business  getter. 
Changes  of  age,  term  insurance,  matur- 
ing contracts,  lapsed  policies,  and  other 
data  which  the  records  reveal,  furnish 
excellent  prospects.  It  is  almost 
certain  that  a  systematic  examination 
of  \'our  policy  cards  will  yield  results. 
Policyholders  themselves  should  be  the 
most  prolific  source  of  new  business. 
Nevertheless,  agents  commonly  fail  to 
take  advantage  of  that  fact.  If  every 
one  of  your  men  would  call  upon  each 
of  his  own  policyholders — people  whom 
they  themselves  have  written  in  times 
past — with  a  definite  view  of  securing 
additional  insurance  or  assistance  in 
writing  others,  it  is  entirely  possible 
to  arouse  the  interest  of  many  policy- 
holders.—Vice  Pres.  Johnson,  Pacific 
Mutual  Life. 


R.  E.  Thompson  of  Manhattan,  Kans., 
30  years  old,  has  taken  out  a  $5,000 
twenty-year  endowment  life  insurance 
policy  in  which  H.  W.  Allman,  a  hotel 
man  of  that  town,  is  named  as  bene- 
ficiary. In  consideration  of  the  insur- 
ance money  Allman  has  agreed  to 
furnish  Thompson  with  board  and  a 
room  in  the  hotel  throughout  his  life. 


The   Coast   Review 


The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,   1913,   $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
2  0  1    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,   Manager 
S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW, 
SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell     C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A.  Lathrop 


TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast  Review  for   Special   Offer  to 
new   subscribers. 


State  Insurance  Thin   End  of  Wedge   of 
Socialism 

The  thin  end  of  the  wedge  of  state  insurance 
has  been  entered  in  Ontario  by  the  passage  of  the 
workmen's  compensation  act,  providing  for  state- 
administered  compensation  insurance  on  the 
assessment  system.  Theoretical  advocates  of  state 
insurance  schemes  do  not  realize  that  their  projects 
mean  the  beginning  of  socialism,  which  has  been 
described  as  the  greatest  peril  that  looms  on  the 
national  horizon.  But  it  follows  that  if  the  state 
is  to  monopolize  compensation  insurance,  why  not 
fire,  life,  hail,  surety  bonds,  and  other  forms  of 
indemnity.  Further,  if  the  state  is  to  go  into  the 
insurance  business,  why  not  into  the  clothing, 
grocery  and  other  fields  of  human  activity  now 
reserved  for  private  enterprise. 

Therefore  every  insurance  man  should  oppose 
every  suggestion  of  state  insurance  whether  it 
affects  his  own  line  or  not.  By  so  doing,  he  is 
performing  his  duty  not  only  to  his  business  but  to 
his  country  and  its  institutions  and  form  of 
government. — The  Bulletin,  Toronto. 


The 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRAINCISCO 
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These  American  Companies  are  ''Home  Industries." 
They  deserve  your  support. 


Continental  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY  EVANS,  President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

Maiden  Lane,  New  York  332  South  LaSalle    Street,  Chicago 


Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY   EVANS,   President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  137  South   LaSalle  Street,  Chicago 

Fidelity  [  Fire  ]  Underwriters  of  New  York 

Combined  Assets,  $43,000,032*  Policyholders"  Surplus.  $23,087,709 

'Includes  excess  deposit  of  $132,846  in  Canada  and  New  Mexico 

Home  Office :    80  Maiden   Lane,  New  York 


Pinion  ^JlddtiKance  c/^ocietij 


Limited 


OF    LONDON 
Instituted  during  reign  of  Queen  Ann^.  A.  D.  17U 


Insurance  Company 


Limited 
OF  LONDON 


FOUNDED  A.D.   1806 

PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT 
Insurance  Exchange,  ■  -  -  San  Francisco 

HARRY   H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW.  M,  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supf.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:      F.   A.   STAHL.  San   Francisco:  F.   F.   RICHARDS.    Lo8  Angeles: 

W.  J.  KULP,  Denver.  Colo.;        M.  B.  BOOTHBY.   Portland,  Ore. 
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"  THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY  OF  AMERICA." 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 


ncorporated    1819 


Cash  Assets  Now 

$23,400,526.99 


Losses  Paid 
in 

96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 


Net  Surplus 

$6,658,448.39 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 

Ail  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  H.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON.  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents 

Main  Of&ce,    301    California  Street 

SAN    FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS 

J.  A,  MURPHY.  General  Adjuster 

A     H.F.MILLS.  JOHN   P.   BREEDEN,  GEO.  F.  ROBERTS,  FRED  H.  RAOADS,  H.E.  O'BRIEN,      A 

y  J.   A.  GALLAGHER,  G.  S.   MARINER.  E.   V.   CULVER.  1/ 

If  This  Company  has  absohitely  xo  connection  with  any  other  corporation  1? 

1 1  bearing  the  name  of  ^Etna.  U 

(Hirr>oo<:=>0(><ri>0()<z>00<z>0  0<cr>OQ<zi>0(><:r>o()<:::>0(><i:>) 


HARTFORD  FIRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,    MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 


Assets.  January  1.1915.      $26,954,099  46 
Surplus  to  Policyholders.  9.543.103  12 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND,  Assistant  General  Agent 

430  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 
441  CALIFORNIA  8T. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E.  DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 


J    J.  DENNIS,  Portland,  Ore. 

MILTON  E.  SPAULDING,  San  Francisco,  Co], 

ROBERT  E.  DOLLARD,  San  Francisco,  Cat. 

W.  S.  DENNIS,  San  Francisco,  Cat. 

L.  H.  EARLE,  San  Francisco,   Cat. 


C.  E.  MILLER.  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah 
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Business  as  usual  with    the 
old  firm  of  Accident,  Sickness  &  Death. 

t% 
Unusual  fire  losses,  in  number 
and  volume,  continue  with  dismal  regu- 
larity on  the   Pacific  Coast.     The  moral 
hazard  is  very  immoral. 

t+ 
British  and  the  allies'  insur- 
ance companies  no  longer  have  any 
dealings  with  the  Teutonic  allies'  com- 
panies and  vice  versa.  No  reinsurance 
is  placed  or  accepted.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  all  existing  contracts  were 
canceled. 

XX 

Will     he     make     the     new 
American  Eagle  scream? 

xt 

Has  prosperity  come  to  the 

Atlantic  Coast!     Fire  losses  are  reported 

as  falling  oflf  in  that  hot  region. 

XX 

When  you  say  "Try  and  do" 
you  mean  "Try  to  do." 

XX 

The    Wisconsin  experiment 
in  life  insurance  is  admittedly  a  failure. 
So    is    the    Massachusetts    experiment. 
State  compensation  insurance  will   prob- 
ably prove  a  failure  too, 

XX 

Even  the  war  news  has  an  all 
lies  flavor,  from  whence  ever  and  whom. 


Business  is  picking  up  a  bit 
in  San  Francisco.  It  is  only  fair  to 
credit  the  Fair  with  this  pick-up.  Indeed, 
a  San  Francisco  broker,  walking  north 
on  Sansome  street,  picked  up  a  "bit" — a 
short  "bit" — and  at  once  invested  it  at 
Raggi's  drug  store. 

t% 
During  the  past  ten  years 
the  courts  of  last  resort  of  this  country 
have  rendered  fifty  thousand  definitions 
of  words  and  phrases.  There  have  been 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
cases  decided  during  this  time.  An 
average  of  one  case  in  every  four  has 
involved  the  construction  of  some  word 
or  phrase. 

it 

Our    revised   Legal  Depart- 
ment is  rare  and  beyond  compare — you 
can  rest  assured  it's  the  best.     From  40 
law  journals  staid  this  Digest  is  carefully 
made. 

« 
Equitable  Life  policyholders 
should  demand  of   the  directors  an  im- 
mediate statement  as  to  the  ownership 
of  the  company's  surplus. 

XX 

The  watchman  always  'round 

is  better  than  the  round-bottom  bucket, 

the    old  oaken  bucket,   hanging  at   the 

well  or  on  the  fire-barrel. 
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Insxirance     In    Svipreme    Covirts 


Federal  —  Lumber    Underwriters     of    New 
York  et  al.  v.  0.  C.  Rife  et  al.  35  Su.  C. 
Rep.  717 
100  Feet 

Space  Clause 

A  fire  insurance  company  cannot  be 
deemed  to  have  waived  a  breach  of  the 
warranty  in  a  policy  insuring  lumber  that  a 
continuous  space  of  100  feet  shall  be  main- 
tained between  the  lumber  and  the  mill  of 
the  assured  because,  during  the  life  of  an 
earlier  policy,  of  which  the  one  in  question 
is  a  renewal,  the  insurance  company  learned 
that  there  were  permanent  structures 
between  some  of  the  lural)er  piles  and  the 
mill,  reducing  the  clear  space  in  that 
direction  to  less  than  100  feet,  where  the 
policy  requires  any  waiver  to  be  written 
upon  or  attached  to  that  instrument. 

It  appeared  by  the  undisputed  evidence 
that  the  warranty  had  been  broken,  and  the 
judge  directed  a  verdict  for  the  defendants. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  the  policy  was 
indorsed,  "  No.  27,868,  renewnng  No. 
27,566,"  and  the  plaintiff's  offered  to  prove 
that  pending  the  earlier  policy  the  defend- 
ants had  the  report  of  an  inspection  that 
informed  them  of  the  actual  conditions, 
showing  permanent  structures  between 
where  some  of  the  lumber  was  piled  and  the 
mill,  that  made  the  clear  space  in  this  direc- 
tion less  than  100  feet,  and  that  with  that 
knowledge  they  issued  the  present  policy 
and  accepted  the  premium.  This  evidence 
was  excluded,  subject  to  exception.  But  it 
was  held  by  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  that 
the  jury  should  have  been  allowed  to  find 
whether  the  defendants  had  knowledge  of 
the  conditions  and  reasonable  expectation 
that  they  would  continue,  and  so  had 
waived  the  warranty.  For  this  reason  the 
judgment  was  reversed.  122  C.  C.  A.  346, 
204  Fed.  32. 

When  a  policy  of  insurance  is  issued,  the 
import  of  the  transaction,  as  everyone 
understands,  is  that  the  document  embodies 
the  contract.  It  is  the  dominant,  as  it  pur- 
ports to  be  the  only  and  entire,  expression 
of  the  parties'  intent.  In  the  present  case 
this  fact  was  put  in  words  by  the  proviso  for 


the  endorsement  of  any  change  of  terms. 
Therefore  when,  by  its  written  stipulation, 
the  document  gave  notice  that  a  certain 
term  was  insisted  upon,  it  would  be  contrary 
to  the  fundamental  theory  of  the  legal 
relations  established  to  allow  parol  proof 
that  at  the  very  moment  when  the  policy 
was  delivered  that  term  was  waived.  It  is 
the  established  doctrine  of  this  court  that 
such  proof  cannot  be  received.  Northern 
Assur.  Co.  v.  Grand  View  Bldg.  Asso.  183 
U.  S.  308.     203  U.  S.  106,  107. 

No  rational  theory  of  contract  can  be 
made  that  does  not  hold  the  assured  to 
know  the  contents  of  the  instrument  to 
which  he  seeks  to  hold  the  other  party. 
The  assured  also  knows  better  than  the 
insurers  the  condition  of  his  premises,  even 
if  the  insurers  have  been  notified  of  the 
facts.  If  he  brings  to  the  making  of  his 
contract  tlie  modest  intelligence  of  the 
prudent  man,  he  will  perceive  the  incom- 
patibility between  the  requirement  of  100 
feet  clear  space  and  the  possibilities  of  his 
yard,  in  a  case  like  this,  and  will  make  a 
diff'erent  contract,  either  by  striking  out  the 
clause  or  shortening  the  distance  or  other- 
wise, as  may  be  agreed.  The  distance  of 
100  feet  that  was  written  into  this  policy 
was  not  a  fixed,  conventional  formula  that 
there  would  be  trouble  in  changing,  if  the 
insured  would  pay  what  more,  if  anything, 
it  might  cost.  Of  course,  if  the  insured  can 
prove  that  he  made  a  different  contract 
from  that  expressed  in  the  writing,  he  may 
have  it  reformed  in  equity.  What  he  can 
not  do  is  to  take  a  policy  without  reading 
it,  and  then,  when  he  conies  to  sue  at  law 
upon  the  instrument,  ask  to  have  it  enforced 
otherwise  than  according  to  its  terms.  The 
court  is  not  at  liberty  to  introduce  a  short 
cut  to  reformation  by  letting  the  jury  strike 
out  a  clause. 

The  plaintiff's  try  to  meet  these  recognized 
rules  by  the  suggestion  that  after  a  contract 
is  made,  a  brea(;h  of  conditions  may  be 
waived,  "void"  only  meaning  voidable  at 
the  option  of  the  insurers  (  Grigsby  v. 
Russel,  222  U.  S.  149,  155)  ;  that  tliis  policy 
was  a  renewal  of  a  former  one,  and  that  the 
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case  stands  as  if,  after  the  breach  of 
warranty  had  been  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  insurers,  a  premium  had  been  paid  and 
accepted  without  a  new  instrument.  But 
what  would  be  tlie  law  in  the  case  supposed 
we  need  not  consider,  as  in  our  opinion  it 
is  not  the  one  before  us.  The  pohcy  in 
suit  is  a  document  complete  in  itself.  The 
indorsement  that  we  have  quoted  is  probably 
only  for  history  and  convenient  reference. 
We  see  no  ground  for  attributing  to  it  any 
effect  upon  the  contract  made.  The  fact 
that  the  policy  has  a  provision  for  renewal 
has  no  bearing,  and  we  do  not  perceive  how 
it  would  matter  if  the  previous  one  had  the 
same.  No  use  was  made  of  the  clause. 
Therefore,  in  our  opinion,  the  principles 
that  we  have  laid  down  apply  to  the 
present  case  (  Kentucky  Vermillion  Min. 
&  Concentrating  Co.  v.  Norwich  Union  F. 
Ins.  Soc.  77  C.  C.  A.  121,  146  Fed.  695, 
700) ,  and  the  action  of  the  district  court 
was  right.     Judgment  reversed. 

Texas — Dumphy  et  al.  v.  Commercial  Union 

Assur.  Co.,  174  S.  VV.  814 
Provision  Against 

Other  Insurance 
A  policy  provided  that  it  should  be  void 
if  the  insured  thereafter  procured  other 
insurance  on  the  property,  and  that  if,  with 
the  consent  of  the  insurer,  an  interest  under 
the  policy  existed  in  favor  of  one  having  an 
interest  in  the  property  insured,  the  con- 
ditions of  the  policy  should  apply  according 
as  such  conditions  should  be  written  upon 
or  attached  thereto.  Insured  sold  the 
property  for  part  cash,  and  assigned  his 
interest  in  the  policy  to  a  purchaser,  with 
the  consent  of  the  insurer,  who  attached  a 
rider  providing  that  any  loss  payable  under 
the  policy  should  be  payable  to  the  first 
insured  as  his  interest  appeared,  and  there- 
after the  husband  of  the  purchaser,  without 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  either  the 
insurer  or  insured,  obtained  other  insur- 
ance payable  to  the  first  insured  as  his 
interest  appeared.  Held,  that  such  addi- 
tional insurance  did  not  destroy  the  rights 
of  the  first  insured  in  the  policy,  because 
obtained  without  his  consent,  and  because 
his  rights  were  created  by  the    rider,  and 


were  exempt  from  forfeiture  where  the 
conditions  of  forfeiture  expressed  in  the 
policy  were  not  "written  upon,  attached  or 
appended  to  the  policy." 

Realty  and 

Personalty 

Under  Laws  1912,  a  fire  company  can 
issue  a  schedule  policy  covering  both  insur- 
able realty  and  personalty  other  than 
household  or  kitchen  furniture,  and  attach 
a  three-quarter  valuation  clause,  with  an 
express  stipulation  confining  its  application 
to  the  items  of  personalty  listed  and  valued 
under  separate  heads.  —  Darden  v.  Liver- 
pool &  London  &  Globe  Ins.  Co.,  68  So.  485. 

The  parties  could  not  agree  that  machin- 
ery in  a  building  should  be  considered  as 
personalty. — Id. 

Benefits  of 

the  Insured 

Where  the  insurer  makes  its  local  agent 
the  medium  through  which  it  receives  all 
the  benefits  from  the  insured,  it  is  estopped 
to  deny  the  agent's  authority  when  benefits 
of  the  insured  are  involved.  Southern 
States   Fire   Ins.  Co.  v.  Vann,  68  So.  647. 

Waiver 

A  provision  limiting  the  power  of  any 
agent  to  waive  any  condition  of  the  policy 
may  itself  be  waived  by  the  insurer  through 
its  agent,  acting  within  the  apparent  scope 
of  liis  authority.— 68  So.  647. 

Not  a 

Mutual  Mistake 

A  mistake  by  which  an  insurance  policy 
was  made  payable  to  the  mortgagee  and 
not  to  his  assignee,  held  not  a  mutual  one 
warranting  reformation.  Salomon  v.  North 
British  &  Mercantile  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York, 
109  N.  E.  121. 

Liable  for 

Surplus  Remaining 

The  insured  was  liable  only  for  the  surplus 
remaining  in  his  hands  after  satisfying  his 
loss  and  reasonable  expenses  in  prosecuting 
an  action  against  the  railroad  company 
whose  negligence  had  caused  the  loss. — 
Camden  Fire  Ins.  Ass'n  v.  Missouri,  K.  & 
T.  Ry.  Co.  of  Texas,  175  S.  W.  816. 
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Our   Legal  Digest 

We  are  now  printing  our  Digest  of  Recent 
Insnrance  Cases  so  that  the  reader  can 
paste  whatever  he  hkes  of  them  in  a  scrap- 
book  and  make  a  timelj'  and  useful  Book 
of  Insurance  Law.  Any  summary  of  a 
court  ruling  can  be  cut  out  without  mutilat- 
ing any  decision  on  the  back.  We  welcome 
any  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  this 
valuable  department  of  this  old  magazine. 
Any  subscriber  wanting  to  make  a  Legal 
Scrap-Book  and  also  preserve  an  unmuti- 
lated  file  of  the  C.  R.  will  be  furnished  an 
additional  copy  of  the  magazine  for  one- 
third  additional  cost. 


State  Insurance  Fallacy 

Compulsory  state  insurance  as  exemplified 
by  the  West  Virginia  workmen's  compensa- 
tion act  appears  to  be  very  much  like  the 
proverbial  church  fair.  It  cost  little  or 
nothing  to  get  in,  but  about  all  you  have 
to  get  out.  The  West  Virginia  State  fund 
having  been  seriously  depleted  by  heavy 
mine  losses,  the  State  Compensation  Com- 
mission has  therefore  provided  regulations 
whereby  employers  may  withdraw  from  the 
fund  after  making  certain  heavy  payments 
for  their  proportion  of  the  fund's  liabilities 
above  premiums,  with  an  addition  for  the 
commission's  expenses  and  a  sum  to  be 
fixed  by  the  commission  to  provide  for  the 
disaster  hazard.  Having  complied  with 
these  regulations  and  furnished  proof  of 
their  financial  responsibility  to  meet  com- 
pensation payments,  the  commission  may 
then  grant  them  privilege  to  carry  their  own 
insurance  during  a  period  of  time  designated 
by  it.— The  Review,  N.  Y. 


Warehousemen  and  Fire  Insurance 

In  the  absence  of  a  contract,  a  warehouse- 
man is  not  liable  for  damage  to  property 
stored  unless  it  was  caused  by  his  negli- 
gence.— Bethea-Starr  Packing  &  Shipping 
Co.  V.  Mayben,  68  So.  814. 

A  misrepresentation  by  a  warehouseman 
as  to  the  safety  of  its  warehouse,  made  after 
a  contract  for  storage  had  been  agreed  on, 
was  not  an  inducement  for  the  contract,  so 
as  to  give  the  owner  of  the  goods  a  right  of 
action  on  the  contract. 

Under  Code  1907,  §  4298,  an  owner  of 
stored  goods  may  recover  from  the  ware- 
houseman for  misrepresentations  as  to 
safety  made  after  the  contract,  which  pre- 
vented her  from  taking  out  insurance. 

In  an  action  under  Code  1907,  §  §  4298, 
4299,  the  good  faith  of  a  warehouseman  in 
making  material  representations  which  pre- 
vented an  owner  from  insuring  goods  is 
immatei'ial. — Id. 


"Solvite"  Ads  Invite  Disaster 

These  advertisements  advise  women  to 
cease  spending  money  on  dry  cleaning  and 
do  the  work  themselves  with  "solvite"  and 
gasoline.  Companies  now  pay  out  large 
sums  each  year  for  losses  resulting  from 
dry  cleaning  done  at  home.  The  number  of 
lives  lost  from  gasoline  explosions  will  also 
be  increased.  There  is  some  agitation  for 
the  passage  of  ordinances  in  cities  regarding 
the  use  of  gasoline  for  cleaning.  —  The 
Hartford  Agent. 


A  Serious  Accident 

An  old  Scotchman  received  from  his  son 
who  lived  in  Canada  a  present  of  a  fur  cap 
with  ear  lugs.  Father  was  immensely  proud 
of  the  gift,  wore  it  on  all  occasions,  and  in 
weather  both  suitable  and  unsuitable.  After 
a  time  it  was  observed  that  he  no  longer 
wore  it,  and  a  friend  asked  him  the  reason. 

"Aye,  aye,"  he  replied,  "I  have  no  worn 
it  sin'  the  accident." 

"Accident!"  exclaimed  his  friend.  "I 
have  na  heard  of  any  accident." 

"Ah,  have  ye  na?"  rejoined  the  old  man. 
"Ye  see,  Sandy  asked  me  in  for  a  dram,  and 
I  didna  hear  him." 


Irate  Householder.  "Why  can't  you 
answer  this  bell  sooner?  The  fire's  out 
again.     Where  have  you  been?"  , 

Maid-of-all-work  (resigned).  "I've  been 
packin'  up  my  tilings.  I  can't  stop  to  do 
that;  it'll  light  itself  soon;  the  'ouse  is 
afire." — Punch. 


There  can  never  be  a  blind  tiger  in  a  priv- 
ate house.  So  rules  an  Alabama  court. 
This  is  comforting  to  timid  people  in  certain 
agricultural  states. 


Coast  Review  Extra 


253 


Newspaper  Men  to  Have  Day  at  Fair 

On  Saturday,  July  24  the  active  newspaper 
men  of  San  Francisco  will  extend  the  glad 
hand  and  roll  the  friendly  eye  to  their 
brother  workers  throughout  California  and 
offer  a  program  of  events  that  for  novelty 
and  sensational  features  promises  to  stand 
out  as  one  of  the  most  ambitious  undertak- 
ings since  the  opening  of  the  Fair.  Not 
only  will  the  California  newspaper  men 
take  an  active  part  in  the  day's  proceed- 
ings, but  special  writers  representing  pub- 
lications in  all  parts  of  the  world  will  be 
prominent  on  the  various  committees. 

The  events  to  take  place  on  "Newspaper- 
men's Day"  will  include,  in  addition  to  a 
down-town  street  parade  at  10  a.  m. ,  athletic 
sports,  Olympian  games,  aquatic  races, 
music,  pageantry,  baseball,  a  vaudeville 
program  to  be  given  by  the  "Pals,"  San 
Francisco's  social  and  theatrical  club;  a 
gigantic  sliam  battle  between  United  States 
sailors  and  marines  and  troops  on  shore, 
and  a  Joy  Zone  Carnival  at  night,  in  which 
many  prominent  national  characters  will  be 
burlesqued  and  satirized  for  the  amusement 
of  the  tired  and  retired  business  men. 

"Hearty  revelry  and  wholesome  fun"  is 
to  be  the  slogan  on  "Newspapermen's  Day," 
and  all  who  visit  the  Exposition  on  July  24 
may  be  sure  of  sufficient  entertainment  to 
make  the  day  memorable.  Go,  stop,  look, 
listen. 


Fire.— At  Rodeo,  Cal.,  on  the  S.  P.  R.  R., 
6re  at  night,  July  4,  destroyed  the  pumping 
station  of  the  Shell  Oil  Co.  plant.  Tlie 
water  supply  was  poor  and  the  w'orkmen 
could  do  notliing.  It  is  thought  a  freight 
engine's  sparks  caused  this  $40,000  loss. 


Marine. — The  U.  S.  war  risk  bureau  has 
increased  its  special  ports  in  mad  Europe's 
"war  zone,"  now  including  Asia  Minor, 
northern  Africa,  continental  Europe  except 
Spain  and  Portugal.  If  the  bureau  accepts 
any  risks  running  to  these  special  ports  a 
higher  rate  will  be  charged  than  heretofore. 
"Sink  everything  in  sight"  is  an  alleged 
order  which  is  raising  Cain  with  Atlantic 
marine  insui'ance. 


School  of  Instruction    on   Train   for   San 
Francisco 

Classes  of  instruction,  with  star  producers 
as  class  leaders,  will  be  held  on  the  special 
train  which  will  carry  the  Bankers  Life  of 
Des  Moines  leaders,  over  200  strong,  to  the 
annual  school  of  instruction  and  agency  con- 
vention of  the  Bankers  at  San  Francisco. 
Tiie  special  will  leave  Chicago  on  Tuesday, 
August  10th,  spend  half  of  the  next  day  in 
Des  Moines,  the  home  office  city,  and  arrive 
in  San  Francisco  on  Monday,  August  16th. 
The  interest  and  value  of  the  convention 
will  be  largely  enhanced  by  instruction 
classes  enroute  and  by  a  daily  edition  of  The 
San  Francisco  Flyer,  a  company  publication 
which  will  be  printed  on  the  train. 

The  Bankers  Life  annual  school  and  con- 
vention is  being  held  at  San  Francisco  in- 
stead of  the  home  office  this  year,  because 
of  the  reduced  fares  and  Insurance  World's 
Congress  at  the  Exposition  which  is  draw- 
ing practically  all  the  insurance  conventions 
of  the  nation  to  San  Francisco  this  year. 
Bankers  Life  men  from  thirty  states  will 
attend  and  every  indication  is  that  the 
event  will  be  the  most  largely  attended 
and  the  most  beneficial  to  agents  of  any 
ever  held  by  the  Bankers  Life.  The  route 
of  the  special  exposition-bound  train  will  be 
to  Denver  via  Omaha  and  Lincoln,  thence 
to  Colorado  Springs  and  then  on  to  San 
Francisco  via  the  Royal  Gorge,  Tennessee 
Pass,  Glenwood  Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City. 
Standard  Pullman  sleepers  and  diners  will 
make  up  the  equipment  of  the  special 
throughout.  Rival  musical  organizations 
of  various  agencies  which  have  won  fame 
along  that  line  notable  among  them  being 
the  Cedar  Rapids  Jubilee  Chorus,  will  afford 
entertainment  of  the  home-made  variety  en 
route. 


Cotton  Mills  Nearly  Burn 

Oakland,  July  11.— The  $50,000  plant  of 
the  California  Cotton  Mills  at  Twenty-third 
and  Railroad  avenues,  East  Oakland,  was 
endangered  tonight  by  a  fire  thought  to  have 
started  from  spontaneous  combustion  in 
the  picking- room,  adjoining  the  main  build- 
ing.    The  damage  is  estimated  at  §2,000. 
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Insurance    In    Svipreme    Coxirts 


Mortgage  by 

Mutual  Policyholder 

The  recordation  of  a  deed  showing  abso- 
lute transfer  of  property  by  a  member  held 
to  terminate  his  membership  in  a  mutual 
fire  insurance  association  and  any  liability 
of  the  association,  notwithstanding  the  deed 
was  in  fact  a  mortgage. — Louisville  German 
Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Ass'n  v.  Schneider,  176  S. 
W.  1154. 

Independent 

Contracts 

A  single  fire  policy  separating  the  prop- 
erty into  classes  and  specifying  the  insur- 
ance on  each,  held  made  up  of  independent 
contracts  on  each  separately  valued  class 
so  that  the  invalidity  of  one  would  not 
necessarily  aSect  the  others.  Fager  v. 
Commercial  Union  Assur.  Co.,  176  IS.  W. 
106-1. 

Waiver 

60  Days  Clause 

AVhere  insurer  denied  liability  on  a  policy 
because  it  claimed  the  fire  was  of  an  incen- 
diary origin,  it  waived  the  provision  of  the 
policy  that  the  loss  should  not  be  payable 
until  60  days  after  proof  thereof. — Riggio  v, 
Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Ins. Co.,  176  S.  W.  280. 

Loss 

and  Proofs 

Oue  may  show  that  a  fire  loss  is  more 
than  that  stated  in  the  proofs,  unless  he  has 
been  guilty  of  fraud,  or  unless  further  proofs 
would  be  inequitable  to  insurer. — 176  S.  W. 
1022. 

Mortgagor 

and  Mortgagee 

A  rider  attached  to  a  fire  policy  stipulat- 
ing for  payment  of  loss  to  mortgagee  held 
an  independent  contract  and  to  protect  the 
mortgagee  to  the  amount  of  the  face  of  the 
policy. — Laurenzi  v.  Atlas  Ins.  Co.,  176  S. 
W.  1022. 

An  agreement  between  a  mortgagor  and  a 
fire  insurance  company  as  to  amount  of  a 
loss  held  not  binding  on  mortgagee. — Id. 


Vacancy 

Clause 
Forfeiture  of  a  fire  policy  for  vacancy  of 
the  property  held  waived  by  the  agent's 
assurance,  on  being  notified  by  the  owners 
of  the  vacancy,  that  the  insurance  was  in 
force. — Home  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Wilson,  176 
S.  W.  688. 

In  Case  of 

Total  Loss 

Under  Rev.  St.  1909,  §  7020,  a  stipulation 
in  a  fire  policy  for  appraisement  or  arbitra- 
tion is  nugatory  in  case  of  total  loss. — 
Prather  v.  Connecticut  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  176 
S.  AV.  527. 

A  building  losing  its  identity  and  specific 
character  as  the  result  of  a  fire  held  a  total 
loss,  within  Rev.  St.  1909,  §  7020.— Id. 


Local 


Agent 


A  local  agent's  contracts  are  binding  on 
the  insurance  company  if  within  his  appar- 
ent authority  and  entered  into  in  good  faith 
by  the  insured. 

A  contract  of  insurance  may  be  in  writing 
or  may  be  verbal,  or  partly  in  writing  and 
partly  verbal. 

A  payment  to  a  local  agent  is  binding  on 
the  insurance  company,  where  the  agent 
has  authority  to  collect  the  first  year's 
premium  and  accept  payment  of  same 
partly  in  cash  and  partly  by  note  and  no 
objection  is  made  on  that  ground  by  the 
company. — Rankin  v.  Northern  Assur.  Co. 
of  Micrhigan,  152  N.  W.  324. 

Premium- 
Policy    Retained 

In  an  action  by  an  insurance  agent  for 
premiums,  evidence  held  to  show  that 
defendant  did  not  accept  the  policies, 
though  the  agent  left  them  at  her  home. — 
Gray  v.  Blackwood,  174  S.  W.  541. 

Rule    as    to    the    eff"ect  of  retention   of 
insurance    policy    held   to   have    no  appli 
cation,  where  tliere  was  an  express  refusal 
to  accept  in  any  form. — Id. 


Insurance  in  Court 
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Without  a 

Written  Application 

A  fire  policy,  issued  without  written  appli- 
cation, despite  conditions  that  it  should  be 
void  if  the  property  be  incumbered,  held 
valid,  though  the  property  was  subject  to 
a  chattel  mortgage. 
Recovers 

Penalties 

Where  insurer  denied  all  liability,  insured 
could  recover  the  penalties  and  attorney's 
fees  provided  by  Acts  of  1915,  through 
original  complaint,  which  was  amended, 
prayed  recovery  of  the  sums  named  in 
policies,  instead  of  the  actual  amount  of  the 
loss.  —  Great  Southern  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Burns  &  Billington,  175  S.  W.  1161. 

Disposing  of 

Damaged   Goods 

The  insured  did  not  forfeit  its  rights  by 
removing  and  disposing  of  the  damaged 
goods  after  giving  the  insurers  a  reason- 
able opportunity  to  examine  same,  of  which 
opportunity  they  took  advantage. 

Replacement 
Waived 

Where  the  insurer  failed  to  promptly  give 
notice  of  an  intention  to  replace  the  goods, 
and  demanded  an  appraisement  of  the  loss, 
the  right  of  replacement,  if  any  existed,  was 
waived. 

Evidence 

Admitted 

Plaintiff's  evidence  of  the  amount  of  loss 
claimed  on  the  basis  that  there  had  been  no 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  property  as 
claimed  between  the  date  of  purchase  and 
time  of  fire  held  properly  admitted. — Knox- 
Burchard  Mercantile  Co.  v.  Hartford  Fire 
Ins.  Co.,  152  N.  W.  650. 

Appraisers,  Award 
and  Umpire 

Where  neither  the  provisions  of  policy, 
nor  the  agreement  appointing  appraisers, 
prescribed  the  procedure  before  them,  their 
.failure  to  give  notice  of  the  hearing,  and  to 
take  evidence,    does  not    invalidate     their 


award.— Orient  Ins.  Co.  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
V.  Harmon,  177  S.  W.  192. 

An  award  of  appraisers,  subject  to  the 
common -law  rules  of  arbitration,  is  not 
void  for  failure  to  give  notice  and  hear 
evidence,  where  the  insurer  made  no 
request  to  present  evidence. 

An  umpire  selected  by  appraisers  held 
authorized,  under  the  policy,  to  fix  an 
award  exceeding  that  by  either  appraiser, 
where  both  appraisers  agreed  thereto. 

Where  the  award  of  appraisers  does  not 
show  that  they  allowed  for  depreciation, 
but  does  not  conclusively  show  that  they 
failed  to  make  such  allowance,  the  award 
will  lie  sustained. 

An  award  by  fire  insurance  appraisers 
will  be  disturbed  only  where  fraud,  par- 
tially, misconduct,  or  gross  mistake  is 
shown. — Id. 

Set 

of  Books 

The  requirement  of  a  fire  insurance  policy 
tliat  the  insured  shall  keep  a  set  of  books 
showing  his  business  is  complied  with  where 
the  books  preserved  contain  a  complete 
record  of  the  business  though  the  journal 
was  burned. — Id. 

Where  Loss 

Follows  Property 

Where  a  policy  insuring  chattels  does 
not  by  express  or  clearly  implied  terms 
restrict  the  insurer's  liability  to  loss  occur- 
ring on  the  owner's  premises,  the  insurance 
follows  the  property  so  long  as  it  is  put  to 
ordinary  use. — 153  N.  W.  97. 

In  a  policy  insuring  chattels  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  place  where  the  property  is 
located  is  merely  for  identification,  and  the 
removal  of  the  chattels  for  appropriate  and 
temporary  use  does  not  aflfect  the  insur- 
ance.— Id. 


The  Sun  Insurance  Office  paid  |;2,851,366 
losses  incurred  by  the  San  Francisco  losses 
in  the  conflagration  of  April  18,  19,  20  and 
21,  1906. 

A  few  years  ago  in  Fresno  county,  Cal., 
the  people  had  "rabbit  drives"  to  kill  ofl" 
the  pests.  Yet  the  other  day  a  man  was 
arrested  and  fined  for  shooting  a  rabbit. 
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National    Council— Insurance    Federation 
Executives  Organize 

At  a  conference  held  in  the  Hotel  La  Salle 
in  Chicago,  on  Tuesday,  May  25th,  an  or- 
ganizatioii  was  effected  of  the  executive 
officers  and  directors  of  the  various  State 
Federations  to  be  known  as  the  Xationa 
Council  of  Insurance  Federation  Executives. 
Representatives  of  practically  all  of  the  State 
Federations  were  in  attendance. 

For  a  long  time  the  necessity  has  been 
felt  for  a  central  medium  of  communication 
between  the  various  State  Federations  and 
the  formation  of  the  National  Council  is  the 
outgrowth  of  this  sentiment.  While  it  does 
not  correspond  in  any  way  to  a  National 
Federation,  it  will  have  the  effect  of  bring- 
ing the  officers  of  the  various  State  Federa- 
tions closer  together,  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  interchange  views  and  methods, 
and  of  standardizing  the  activities  of  the 
various  State  Federations,  of  which  there 
are  at  present  twelve. 

The  membership  of  the  Council  is  com- 
posed of  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  State  Federa- 
tions and  each  State  Federation  is  repre- 
sented on  the  executive  committee  of  the 
council. 

W.  S.  Diggs  of  Ciucinnatti,  president  of 
the  Ohio  Federation,  was  elected  chairman 
and  Mark  T.  McKee,  of  Detroit,  secretary 
of  the  Michigan  Federation  was  elected 
secretary-treasurer.  The  following  consti- 
tute the  executive  committee:  Emmet  V. 
Thompson,  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  George  D. 
"Webb,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Fred  L.  Gray, 
Mmneapolis,  Minnesota;  Newton  E.  Tur- 
geon,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  Joel  Tuttle,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa;  J.  \V.  Henry,  Pittsbtargh, 
Pa. ;  George  W.  Pangborn,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana;  E.  W.  Davis,  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
J.  K.  Livingston.  Detroit,  Michigan;  Russel 
A.  Algire,  Kansas  City,  Kansas;  and  J.  Mor- 
ton Morris,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Council 
will  be  held  in  Detroit  August  24th,  at  the 
same  time  of  the  meetings  of  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Casualty  &  Surety 
Underwriters  and  the  National  Association 
of  Casualty  &  Surety  Agents. 


At  the  conference  plans  were  outlined  for 
the  standardization  of  the  work  of  the  exist- 
ing Federations  and  the  extension  of  their 
membership,  the  establishment  of  new 
Federations  and  the  securing  of  closer 
relations  between  the  insurer  and  the  in- 
sured.— Western  Insurance   News. 


Insured — or  Not? 

In  a  Georgia  town  the  darkies  were  out 
for  their  .Saturday-afternoon  good  time.  A 
miUatto  woman,  whose  somber  dress  and 
wealth  of  crape  betokened  recent  bereave- 
ment, attended  by  a  man  on  each  side  and 
two  in  the  rear — all  clamoring  for  the 
pleasure  of  taking  her  to  the  picture  show — 
came  down  the  street.  A  plainly  clad 
auntie  stepped  out  of  a  crowd,  accusingly 
fronting  her: 

"Say,  how's  dis,  Minnie?  Mister  Saul 
skasely  col'  in  'is  grave — an'  you  'ceivin'  de 
'teutions  o'  gentermens!" 

"Huh!"  fired  back  Minnie  with  a  toss  of 
her  head  that  swished  her  veil.  "I  ain't 
crazy  'bout  no  dead  man."  —  Saturday 
Evening  Post. 


Inter-Insurers.  —  An  important  decision  is 
that  by  the  Ohio  attorney  general,  who 
holds  that  attorneys  in  fact  who  represent 
inter-insurers  in  the  state  are  criminally 
liable,  that  property  owners  who  become 
members  are  subject  to  a  5  percent  tax  on 
the  premiums  paid  in  addition  to  other 
penalties,  and  that  corporations  which 
become  members  may  by  suit  in  quo 
warranto  be  forbidden  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts of  insurance,  as  this  is  ultra  vires. 


Justice  Holmes  of  the  United  States  su- 
preme court  in  the  same  sentence  speaks  of 
the  "assured"  and  the  "insurer." 


Hail,  all  hail,  in  the  cyclone  sections  of 
Kansas,  Missouri,  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  this 
season,  crashing  down  on  growing  crops  and 
smashing  the  insurers'  profits. 


The  money  in  Uncle  Sam's  royal  royalms, 
otherwise  realms,  is  now  four  billion  dollars, 
of  which  on  ^I  ^nday  morning  I  retained  four 
dollars. 
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Pacific  Mutual  Life  Day 

On  Monday,  August  9,  the  Exposition  will 
long  to  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 
ency  convention.  In  the  evening  there 
11  be  a  banquet.  On  August  10,  11  and 
everybody  will  attend  the  convention  of 
e  National  Association  of  Life  Under 
riters. 


Fresno  Fuss 

The  long-expected  raise  of  rates  at  Fresno, 
l1.,  arouses  the  usual  protests.  The  news- 
,pers  shoot  up  scare  lines  and  the  mer- 
ants  want  to  know  why — why.  Yet  all 
e  particulars  were  given  by  District 
anager  Du  Val  in  an  address  to  the  Com- 
ercial  Club  of  the  R.iisinCity  some  months 
:o.  Fire  alarm  system  inadequate,  water 
essure  low,  the  fire  department  needs 
ore  paid  men  and  more  apparatus,  and 
ere  are  conflagration  breeders  in  the 
snter  of  the  city.     And  too  many  fires. 


It  is  wired  that  five  dwellings  in  Fresno, 
al.,  outskirts  wei'e  burned  by  a  firebug 
ho  escaped  on  his  bicycle.  Barns  and 
leds  also  burned  in  this  Florence  addition. 
Among  the  Exposition  visitors  last  week 
as  Hugh  Lewis  of  the  home  office  of  the 
iverpool  &  London  &  Globe. 

Gov.  Johnson  wrote  a  letter  to  a  Los 
ngeles  legislator,  giving  him  various 
jasons  for  vetoing  the  anti-rebate  bill, 
he  governor  says  he  will  sign  a  practical 
tid  properly  drafted  bill. 

The  Western  Insurance  Review  should 
ave  received  credit  for  the  article  on  page 
56. 

For  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  the 
rerman  of  Peoria  had  a  loss  ratio  of  92  per- 
ent. 

Broker  Costello  of  San  Francisco  was 
illed  in  an  automobile  accident  last  week. 

J.  P.  Treanor  has  returned  from  four 
i^eeks'  adjusting  in  Washington.  Mr. 
'reanor  is  a  very  diplomatic  and  experi- 
ncee  adjuster  and  appraiser  who  has  saved 
usurers  many  thousands  of  dollars. 

Heber  Grant  of  Salt  Lake  City  is  in  town. 


West    Coast-San    Francisco   Life    Ins.    Co. 

This  consolidation  now  occupies  several 
floors  of  the  concrete  building  at  the  corner 
of  Pine  and  Leidesdorff  streets,  and  the 
merging  is  about  complete,  as  regards  the 
several  departments  and  the  inauguration 
of  new  and  joint  work.  With  new  energy 
and  larger  resources,  the  new  company  will 
speedily  make  up  for  lost  time.  The  West 
Coast-San  Francisco  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany is  a  Pacific  Coast  institution,  with  all 
investments  in  Coast  loans  and  properties, 
and  with  up-to-the-minute  policies.  Both 
"ordinary"  and  "industrial"  policies  are 
written. 


Woodworth  at  San   Francisco 

At  the  sessions  of  the  World's  Insurance 
Congress  during  the  first  week,  ex-president 
C.  H.  Woodworth  will  represent  the  National 
Association  of  Locals  and  deliver  the  ad- 
dress. This  means  that  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  National  Association,  of 
which  Mr.  Woodworth  is  a  charter  member, 
he  will  be  absent  from  its  annual  conven- 
tion on  duty  for  the  association  elsewhere. 


Indignant 

Fresno  papers  are  sarcastic,  saying  rates 
are  being  raised  15  percent  there  to  off"set 
the  8  percent  decrease  in  little  old  San 
Francisco.  The  Fresno  Merchants  Associa- 
tion is  "taking  steps  to  see  that  new  higher 
rates  are  not  enforced."  But  fires  continue 
in  Fresno. 


I'nion  Central  Life  Day  at  the  fair  is 
August  10,  at  the  Ohio  pavilion.  Presenta- 
tion of  medal  by  Insurance  Commissioner 
Hathaway.     Response  by  President  Chirk. 


"Poltroon"  is  a  word  which  literally 
meant  in  the  days  of  the  Roman  empire 
"a  man  who  cuts  off"  his  thumb  to  avoid 
serving  his  country  in  time  of  war." 


"Progress  &  Poverty"  book  predicted  the 
dynamiting  of  water  mains  by  dissatisfied 
laborers.  This  crime  was  committed  by  an 
unemployed  workman  at  Blaine,  Wash., 
and  the  city  today  is  without  water.  On 
the  fence  was  posted  a  warning,  "Discharge 
Japs  or  worse  will  come." 
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Automobile  Accidents 

The  San  Francisco  emergency  hospital 
service  reports  1084  automobile  accident 
patients  in  the  past  year.  Twenty-six 
patients  died  and  169  were  removed  to 
private  hospitals.  The  jitneys  have  doubled 
the  automobile  accident  cases. 


Dry  Grass  Did  It 

Latrobe,  Placer  co.,  Cai.,  July  17.  —  This 
town  was  nearly  wiped  out  by  fire  today. 
Loss  possibly  $20,000.  Fire  started  in  rail- 
way station  and  spread  by  dry  grass  at 
roadsides. 

Adjuster  Meade,  who  settled  the  losses, 
says  the  fire  was  spread  by  falling  shingles 
and  shakes. 


H.  B.  Keith  lias  been  made  assistant 
manager  of  the  Vulcan. 

Managing  Underwriter  Guy  Francis  is 
seriously  ill. 


Los  Angeles.  —  Secretary  Brooks  has 
placed  the  exclusive  agency  of  the  California 
with  Wheeler- Bros. -Pierce  Co.  here. 


There  are  75,000  rooms  in  the  hotels  of 
San  Francisco.  The  apartment  houses  have 
42,000.  The  2,000  hotels  and  apartment 
houses  have  a  total  of  117,000  rooms.  You 
won't  have  to  sleep  in  the  parks  or  streets. 


Life. — The  International  Life,  which  feeds 
on  "corpses"  and  dying  companies,  is  rein- 
suring the  Cherokee  Life  of  Georgia.  We 
feel  sorry  for  the  Clierokeesicks.  Let  'em 
look  sharp  at  their  new  policies  or  contracts, 
or  they  may  regret  the  transfer.  We  lately 
showed  up  this  St.  Louis  company's  tricks. 


Marine. — The  new  labor-union  La  Follette 
law  prohibiting  a  ship  from  leaving  any 
American  port  unless  three-fourths  of  the 
crew  speak  the  language  of  the  officers  goes 
into  effect  on  November  4.  It  is  predicted 
that  the  law  will  drive  off  the  Pacific  all 
American  ships,  and  also,  possibly,  off  the 
Great  Lakes.  At  present,  competition  or 
labor  scarcity  compels  the  employment  of 
many  foreigners  who  can  not  speak  English, 


notably  Chinese  on  ships  running  to  China 
and  Australasia.  It  is  now  asserted  that 
the  new  law  cannot  be  made  to  apply  to 
foreign  owned  ships.  The  law  designed  to 
increase  the  number  of  American  sailors, 
union  dues  and  controlled  votes  therefore 
may  end  in  the  decrease  of  all  three,  and 
also  some  decline  in  American  marine 
premiums. 


Fresno,  Cal.,  July  3. — Six  business  places 
in  one  block  in  the  downtown  district  were 
wiped  out  by  fire  yesterday  morning.  The 
loss  is  estimated  at  $60,000.  The  fiames 
were  discovered  by  a  night  watchman  in 
the  rear  of  a  small  restaurant.  Occupants 
of  a  rooming  house  adjoining  the  restaurant 
were  forced  to  flee  in  their  nightclothes. 
The  flames  spread  to  a  bicycle  store.  A 
clothing  store  also  was  destroyed. 


Many  years  ago  Ohio  was  visited  by  a 
very  destructive  cyclone.  Last  week  that 
state  was  again  a  victim,  the  great  storm 
centering  in  Cincinnati.  The  known  dead 
number  25.  Two  steamboats  went  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  many  club 
and  fishing  houses  were  blown  from  founda- 
tions and  moorings  and  floated  away.  These 
cyclones  and  tornadoes,  like  earthquakes, 
have  a  kind  of  periodicity,  occurring  again 
and  again  in  the  same  or  nearby  territory. 
The  Mississippi  valley,  with  possibly  St. 
Louis  as  the  center,  will  some  day  again, 
as  in  1812,  be  badly  shaken  by  an  earth- 
quake.    And  so  will  Boston. 


The  California  legislature  of  1901  pre- 
sented 1,545  bills;  of  the  year  1913,  3,922 
bills;  and  the  legislature  of  this  unhappy 
year  presented  3,061  bills.  And  every  two 
years  this  awful  grind  of  slush  goes  on,  wath 
an  average  increase  of  25  percent  in  the 
appalling  output.  At  the  present  rate  of 
increase  in  1925  no  fewer  than  10,000  bills 
for  proposed  new  laws  will  be  presented  at 
Sacramento.     Heaven  defend  the  people! 


Thirteen  reciprocal  exchanges  have  just 
applied  for  authority  to  do  business  in 
Texas. 


f    I 
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Marine    Insxirance    in    Federal    District    Court 


Federal  — Bnl\   et   al.    v.    Insurance  Co.    of 

North  America,  218  Fed.  Rep.  616 
Exception  cf 

Particular  Average 

Under  a  policy  on  the  hull  of  a  vessel  by 
which  the  insurer  contracted  to  pay  loss 
from  the  perils  insured  against  if  amount- 
ing to  3  percent  of  the  insured  value,  where 
the  rudder  of  the  vessel  was  broken  and 
repaired,  the  owner  is  not  entitled  to  add  to 
the  cost  of  repairs,  to  make  up  the  required 
3  percent  of  value,  an  arbitrary  sum  for 
superintending  the  repairs,  which  was  done 
by  a  salaried  employee,  when  there  is  no 
evidence  as  to  the  amount  of  his  salary. 

Full   plates  covering  most   or   all  of  the 


rudder  should  have  been  used,  but  could 
not  be  obtained  at  once,  and  to  avoid  the 
delay,  which  was  not  insured  against,  the 
owner  used  smaller  plates  which,  while 
making  the  rudder  efficient,  somewhat 
depreciated  the  value  of  the  vessel.  The 
cost  of  the  repairs  as  made  did  not  equal 
3  percent  of  the  insured  value.  Held,  that 
the  liability  of  the  insured  was  limited  to 
the  cost  of  proper  repairs,  and  there  being 
no  evidence  to  show  that  such  cost  would 
have  equaled  the  required  3  percent,  the 
owner  was  not  entitled  to  add  the  esti- 
mated depreciation  in  the  value  of  the 
vessel  to  the  coat  of  the  repairs  as  made  to 
bring  the  loss  within  the  policy. 


Avitomobile    Insvirance    in    Svipreme    Covirts 


Derailment 

The  skidding  of  the  hind  wheels  of  an 
auto-truck  into  a  gutter,  upsetting  it,  held 
not  a  derailment  within  a  certificate  of  in- 
surance of  transportation. — Graham  v.  In- 
surance Co.  of  North  America,  107  N.  E. 
915. 
Liability  for 

Wrongful  Use 

Under  policy  insuring  an  automobile 
against  loss  or  damage  by  theft,  robbery,  or 
pilferage,  insurer  held  liable  for  diminution 
in  value  of  the  automobile  by  wrongful  use 
thereof  by  one  converting  it.  -  Federal  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Hiter,  176  S.  W.  210. 

A  borrower  of  an  automobile,  failing  to 
return  it,  held  guilty  of  converting  it  within 
a  policy  insuring  it  against  damage  by 
theft,  I'obbery,  or  pilferage. — Id. 


Representation 

as  to  iVIodel 

"Whether  applicant  for  insurance  repre- 
sented the  automobile  was  1910  model,  or 
merely  that  he  bought  it  for  a  1910  model, 
held  immaterial  so  far  as  avoidance  of 
policy  was  concerned. 

Representation  by  applicant  that  auto- 
mobile was  1910  model,  when  it  was  a  1907 
model,  held  material  to  the  risk  as  a  matter 
of  law  within  Rev.  St.  1909,  §  7024. 

Effect  of  misrepresentation  by  applicant 
for  insurance  as  to  age  of  automobile  held 
not  avoided  by  the  fact  that  the  insurance 
agent  (he  beinga  broker  and  the  applicant's 
agent)  saw  the  car. — Smith  v.  American 
Automobile  Ins.  Co.,  175  S.  W.  113. 


Miscellaneovis  Insvirance  In  Supreme  Courts 


Accident 

While  Insane 
A  clause  in  an  accident  insurance  policy 
exempting  from  liability  for  injuries  occur- 
ring while  the  insured  is  insane  is  reason- 
able, not  forbidden  by  law,  and  not  con- 
trary to  public  policy. — Interstate  Business 
Men's  Accident  Ass'n,  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  V.  Atkinson,  177  S.  W.  254. 


False  Statements 
No  Defense 
Under  Vernon's  Sayles'  Ann.  Civ.  St, 
1914,  art.  4947,  held,  that  false  statements 
as  to  the  ownership  of  a  safe  and  the  price 
paid  for  it  were  no  defense  to  an  action  on 
a  burglary  policy,  in  the  absence  of  proof 
that  they  contributed  to  the  loss  or  were 
material  to  the  risk.  —  .Etna  Accident  & 
Liability  Co.  v.  White,  177  S.  W.  162. 


Insurance  in  Court 
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Settlement 

Set  Aside 

Where  an  insurer's  agent,  through  a  false 
statement  that  the  poHcy  was  void,  settled 
with  the  beneficiary  for  $425  a  claim  of 
$5,000,  held  that,  upon  insured's  returning 
of  the  check  given  her,  the  settlement 
should  be  set  aside. — Wisenstine  v.  Inter- 
state Business  Men's  Accident  Ass'n  152 
N.  W.  742. 

Misrepresentations 

Where  misrepresentations  in  application 
for  policy  of  burglary  insurance  were  made 


by  insurer's  agent  with  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  such  knowledge  estopped  the  insurer 
from  claiming  that  policy  was  void  because 
of  false  warrants. — New  Amsterdam  Casualty 
Co.  V.  New  Palestine  Bank,  107  N.  E   554. 


IVIarks  Made 

by  Firemen 

Marks  of  violence  made  by  firemen  are 
not  visible  evidence  of  forcible  entry  or 
exit,  which  permits  recovery  under  a  policy 
of  burglary  insurance. — Dangler  v.  National 
Surety  Co.,  153  N.  Y.  S.  727. 


Life     I  n  s  la  r  a  n  c  e     In     S  vi  p  r  e  m  e     Covirt 


Beneficiary 

Vested  Riglits 
Beneficiary,  to  whom  endowment  policy 
is  payable  upon  insured's  death  within  the 
endowment  period,  held  to  have  a  vested 
right  of  which  she  cannot  be  deprived  with- 
out her  consent. — In  re  Dreuil  &  Co.,  221  F. 
796. 

Pari  of 

Premium  Paid 

Payment  of  a  small  installment  of  the 
first  premium  on  a  life  insurance  policy, 
and  an  assurance  by  defendant  that  the 
policy  was  in  force,  held  to  make  the  com- 
pany liable  tliereon. — Lasch  v.  New  York 
Life  Ins.  Co.,  153  N.  Y.  S.  898. 

In  Case 

of  Banicruptcy 

Where  insured  may  recall  or  change  the 
designation  of  a  beneficiary,  and  has  the 
right  to  cancel  or  surrender  the  policy, 
surrendered  value  held  to  pass  to  trustee  in 
bankruptcy. — In  re  Jamison  Bros.  &  Co., 
222  F.  92. 

Loses  Right 

to  Rescind 

An  insurer  failing  to  give  prompt  notice 
of  its  election  to  rescind  a  life  policy  and  to 
tender  a  return  of  premiums  loses  its  right 
to  rescind. — Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New 
York  V.  Finkelstin,  107  N.  E.  557. 


Insurer  Need  Not 
Pay    Interest 

An  insurer,  not  being  in  default  in  not 
paying  the  amount  of  policy,  was  not  liable 
for  interest. — Smith  v.  Fidelity  Mut.  Life 
Ins  Co.,  93  A.  479. 

Agent  Must 

Be  Compensated 

An  agent  authorized  to  solicit  applications 
for  insurance  and  for  agency  contracts  held 
entitled  to  recover  agreed  compensation  on 
applications,  though  the  premiums  were 
restored  to  the  applicants  refusing  to  accept 
policies  without  the  agency  contracts  stipu- 
lated for. — Chicago  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Robert- 
son, 176  S.  W.  1010. 

An  agent  to  solicit  life  insurance  for  a  com- 
mission held  entitled  to  commissions  on 
applications,  though  applicants  rejected  the 
policies  because  insurer  had  transferred  its 
business  to  another  company. — Id. 

Cliange 

of  Beneficiary 

Under  life  policy  without  reservation  of 
right  to  change  beneficiary,  policy  and 
money  to  become  due  belong  to  beneficiary, 
and  insured  cannot  by  any  act  transfer  the 
beneficiary's  interest  to  any  other  person. — 
Mutual  Ben.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Swett,  222  F. 
200. 
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The  Equitable  Surety  will  be  wound  up, 
it  having  been  merged  with  the  Xew  England 
Casualty,  which  changes  its  name  to  the 
New  England  Equitable. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Casualty  Co.,  which 
insures  or  bonds  jitney  bus-men,  has  re- 
quested the  San  Francisco  police  commis- 
sion to  cancel  the  licenses  of  twenty-two 
careless  buss-drivers,  whom  its  investiga- 
tion finds  to  be  too  reckless  for  it  to  bond. 

The  San  Francisco  coroner  reports  40 
automobile  fatalities  in  the  past  twelve 
months.  This  number  is  double  that  in  any 
previous  year  and  double  the  street  car 
fatalities. 

The  Ohio  state  industrial  accident  com- 
mission admits  a  loss  ratio  of  87  percent. 
Doubtless  there  had  been  boasting  before, 
as  now  in  California  and  elsewhere.  Employ- 
ers are  beginning  to  carry  their  own  insur- 
ance. Premiums  received  by  the  state  fund 
are  $4,363,903,  and  losses  paid,  $3,804,489, 
and  no  "catastrophes"  yet  but  later.  Rates 
will  be  raised  on  some  classifications. 

The  Du  Pont  Powder  Co.  has  organized 
the  Delaware  Surety  Co.  with  $2,000,000 
capital  and  $1,000,000  surplus.  The  powder 
company  takes  this  way  of  saving  com- 
missions. 

The  American  Fidelity's  loss  ratio  last 
year  was  204  percent.  Losses  and  expenses 
were  about  three  times  the  premium  income. 
The  stockholders  of  this  Vermont  company 
have  been  heavy  losers.  The  premiums 
have  fallen  from  nearly  $2,000,000  to  $300,- 
000.  The  American  Fidelity  began  as  a 
rate-cutter.  The  Coast  Review  was  the 
only  insurance  journal  which  sounded  a 
warning  against  it. 

Another  supreme  court  (  Nebraska )  has 
ruled  that  damages  may  be  awarded  on  the 
basis  of  the  accident  victim's  probable 
length  of  life  based  on  accepted  mortality 
tables. 

The  Prudential  Casualty,  which  had  to 
cut  its  capital  in  two,  appears  to  be  writing 
business  on  the  perilous  edge.  The  under- 
writing profit  last  year  was  probably  only  2 
cents  on  the  dollar.  The  stockholders  have 
jost  money. 


The  J.tna  Accident  dropt  some  of  its 
surplus  last  year.  Its  expense  ratio  was  36 
in  1911,  42  in  1912,  47  in  1913  and  48  in 
1914.  The  annual  underwriting  profit  has 
been  dropping  yearly.  Last  year  it  was 
about  10  percent.  The  Jitna  Life's  acci- 
dent and  liability  department  in  ten  years 
has  averaged  less  than  3  percent  annual 
profit.  Last  year  there  was  a  loss  of  4  per- 
cent on  the  underwriting  account,  as  regards 
earned  premiums  and  losses  paid.  There 
has  been  an  underwriting  loss  in  the  past 
four  years.  The  liability  premiums  fell  off 
over  a  fourth  last  year. 

The  American  Assurance's  losses  and 
expenses  yearly  exceed  its  accident  and 
health  premiums. 

The  American  Surety  is  increasing  its 
business  and  its  loss  ratio.  It  has  paid 
nearly  20  percent  dividends  to  stockholders 
in  one  year,  a  stock  dividend  of  $2, .500, 000 
or  100  percent  of  the  capital.  In  1910  with 
$2,443,612  premiums  it  had  only  2  percent 
losses.  Last  year  the  underwriting  profit 
appears  to  have  been  only  10  percent.  This 
company,  we  have  been  informed,  is  a  Xew 
York  Central  R.  R.  people  property  and  in- 
sures the  fidelity  of  the  employees  of  that 
great  system.  On  this  Coast  it  has  never 
been  a  success,  because  changing  its  repre- 
sentatives too  often,  we  fancy. 

The  Travelers  issues  an  "automobile  sup- 
plement to  be  attached  to  commercial  forms 
of  accident  policies,  covering  injuries  (cov- 
ering death)  while  insured  is  riding  in, 
operating  or  working  directly  upon  a  pri- 
vate automobile.  An  annual  premium  must 
be  paid  and  the  limit  is  $10,000.  The  prem- 
ium is  $1  per  $1,000. 

Eastern  Missouri  was  swept  by  a  tornado 
on  July  7.  In  the  city  of  St.  Charles,  accord- 
ing to  a  press  dispatch,  162  square  blocks 
were  demolished  without  loss  of  life.  Forty 
buildings  in  tlie  town  of  St.  Peter  were 
dashed  to  splinters.  A  passenger  train  was 
blown  off  the  rails. 

Spokane. — The  International  Casualty  is 
now  comfortably  in  the  arms  of  a  receiver. 

Tacoma. — F.  X.  McCandless  is  now  rail- 
road instalment  manager  for  the  Standard 
Accident. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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California  Life  Totals 

Total  Ordinary   Premiums  Received  and   Losses   and 
Claims  Paid 

Premiums  Losses  and  Claims 

5  19,831,312  ...     $    6,913,170 
18,454,772  . 
16,718,297  . 
14,668,279  . 
13,470,109  . 
12,377,571  . 
11,567,693  . 
10,975,261  . 
10.844,453  . 
10,761,047  . 
10,239,175  . 
8,912,641  . 
7,646,285  . 
6,242,038  . 
5,683,412  . 
Premiums  include  new  and  renewals. 
Expenses  average  about  16  percent  of  the 
total  premiums. 

Losses  and  claims  do  not  include  divi- 
dends to  policyholders. 

A  large  percent  of  the  premiums  is  set 
aside  for  the  reserve  required  by  law.  This 
legal  reserve  earns  compound  interest.  Any 
solvent  and  honestly  managed  life  company 
can  stop  writing  new  business  and  pay  all 
claims  as  they  mature. 

California  life  premiums  passed  the  total 
of  California  fire  premiums  in  1912  and  is 
now  21  percent  more. 

The  increase  in  life  premiums  in  this 
state  is  wonderful. 


Year 

1914 

1913 

1912 

1911 

1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

1906- 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 


6,944,709 
6,449,765 
5,526,634 
4,666,892 
4,320,314 
4,275,310 
5,056,817 
4,141,378 
3,436,491 
3,172,815 
2,901,732 
3,086.226 
2,975,897 
2,430,649 


Just  think  of  a  man  named  Potts  being 
governor  of  Illinois.  Wouldn't  it  jar  you? 
Original  name.  Pott,  the  "s"  meaning 
son.  Surely  Potts  will  be  broken  on  the 
political  wheel.  Few  or  no  men  ever  win 
office  by  abusing  insurance  men  and  com- 
panies. 

Tlie  Fire  L^nderwriters'  Inspection  Bureau 
of  San  Francisco  issues  a  map  showing  the 
additional  mains  to  be  installed  in  those 
districts  north  and  south  of  Golden  Gate 
park,  wherein  the  water  supply  and  press- 
ures have  been  inefficient.  This  construc- 
tion, already  under  way,  is  to  be  pushed  to 
completion.  It  will,  it  is  believed,  relieve 
the  water  situation  in  the  district  shown. 


A  Massachusetts  restaurant  woman,  duly 
licensed  to  provide  food  to  strangers  and 
travelers,  was  arrested  and  convicted  of  the 
heinous  crime  of  selling  a  fresh  loaf  of 
bread  to  be  taken  away  and  not  consumed 
on  the  premises  (108  N.  E.  E.).  I  imagine 
her  chief  guilt  consisted  in  the  sale  of  fresh 
bread,  which,  as  every  New  Englander 
knows,  causes  indigestion  and  provokes 
sour  and  unlawful  language. 


Answers 

C.  E.  A. — It  is  believed  that  the  company 
you  name  will  retire  in  a  few  months.  You 
would  be  unwise  to  accept  its  agency. 

M.  S.  R. — All  companies  with  that  clause 
settled  all  claims  on  a  compromise  basis. 
There  was  no  exception. 

W.  M.  B. — Better  write  frankly  to  your 
manager. 


In  the  early  days  of  oil  in  Pennsylvania 
many  tanks  were  struck  by  lightning.  In 
California's  oil  districts  this  hazard  is  virtu- 
ally non-existent.  In  Oklahoma  in  a  recent 
stormy  week  some  fifty  oil  tanks  were  fired 
by  lightning.  Rising  vapor  or  gas  may 
serve  as  a  lightning  conductor.  "Why  don't 
the  oil  companies  try  the  experiment  of  a 
few  lightning  rods. 


What  kind  of  foreign  help  is  our  esteemed 
contemp.  now  getting  as  space  writers? — 
The  Surveyor.  The  one  referred  to  said  he 
had  been  writing  for  an  esteemed  New 
York  contemp.  and  could  "make  'em  sit  up 
and  take  notice."  The  copy  of  the  de- 
parted, we  find,  was  very  wavy,  like  that 
of  one  who  had  lived  in  Oklahoma  where 
the  whiskey  "makes  a  man  walk  backward 
for  a  week." 


The  Daily  Chronicle  of  San  Francisco  has 
the  most  and  best  reports  of  fires  on  this 
Coast. 

The  new  American  Eagle  Fire  will  enter 
practically  all  the  states  at  once. 

Calexico. — It  is  declared  here  that  only 
kerosene  will  extinguish  a  fire  in  baled 
cotton,  for  where  there  is  no  flame,  kerosene 
does  not  ignite. 
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Sweet    Wine  Industry   Hurt    by   Congress 

Congressmen  and  legislators  almost  in- 
variably hurt  business.  They  do  their 
harmful  work  directly  or  indirectly,  some- 
times from  ignorance  but  too  often  for 
political  reasons.  These  bad  biU-passers 
have '  'ears  close  to  the  ground' '  and  '  'utter' ' 
their  bad  bills  with  utter  disregard  for  busi- 
ness interests  and  rights  if  by  so  doing  they 
can  "make  votes"  for  "the  party"  or  for 
themselves,  or  if  they  think  they  can. 

When  the  congress  at  Washington  or  the 
legislature  at  the  state  capital  adjourns  busi- 
ness men  generally  breathe  a  genuine  sigh 
of  relief  and  the  times  improve. 

At  its  recent  inglorious  session  the  con- 
gress at  Washington  made  a  law,  for  no 
good  reason,  which  greatly  increases  the 
tax  on  brandy  used  in  the  fortification  of 
sweet  wines.  It  is  a  prohibitory  tax,  equal, 
we  understand,  to  that  on  spirituous  drinks. 
The  congressional  mutts  were  told  that 
this  increased  tax  would  virtually  destroy 
the  great  sweet  wine  industry  and  would 
not  increase  the  revenue  tax.  Sweet  wines 
cannot  be  sold  at  whiskey  prices. 

The  wine-makers  of  California  have  noti- 
fied the  sweet  wine  grape-growers,  in  sev- 
eral climate  and  soil  favored  counties,  that 
all  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  their  grapes 
are  canceled  and  that  no  more  will  be 
bought.  The  grape-growers  in  these  sev- 
eral counties  are  in  a  bad  fix.  Their  vines 
have  been  cultivated  and  sprayed  at  great 
expense  and  now,  by  the  act  of  our  foolish 
congressmen,  their  market  has  been  de- 
stroyed. 

The  wine  associations,  when  cancelling 
their  contracts,  recommended  to  the  grape 
culturists  that  they  dry  their  grapes.  This 
alarmed  the  raisin-growers,  truly  an  unself- 
ish and  benevolent  body  of  Fresno  county 
men. 

The  California  Associated  Raisin  Com- 
pany, an  association  of  raisin  growers,  on 
July  3  began  a  campaign  "to  prevent"  wine 
vinyardists  from  drying  their  grapes  that 
cannot  be  used  for  the  making  of  wine. 

Here  we  have  two  gi-eat  California  indus- 
tries unfavorably  afl'ected  by  the  ignorance 
or  politics  of  congressmen :  the   sweet-wine 


grape-growers  and  the  raisin-grape-growers, 
in  the  high-temperatures  regions  of  the  San 
Joaquin  Valley. 


Patriotic 

The  National  Surety  sets  a  good  example 
by  notifying  its  employees  in  the  states 
militia  that  they  will  be  given  the  required 
time  for  service  at  full  pay  and  with  no  loss 
of  vacation  time. 


Vacations  Bring  Typhoid — Sacramento,  Cal., 
July  15,  1915.  .According  to  the  records  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  most  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  appearing  in  the  large  cities 
during  the  summer  and  early  autumn  are 
contracted  in  the  country  by  persons  return- 
ing from  their  summer  vacations.  Fully 
half  of  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurring 
in  San  Francisco  have  been  contracted  in 
the  country.  Insanitary  summer  resorts 
and  careless  campers  are  largely  to  blame 
for  the  conditions  leading  to  so  many  cases 
of  typhoid  fever.  For  this  reason,  the 
State  Board  of  Health  is  sending  its  inspect- 
ors out  while  the  season  is  early,  for  the 
purpose  of  informing  the  proprietors  of 
summer  resorts  concerning  the  state  law 
covering  sanitation,  to  learn  the  condition 
of  toilets  and  water  supplies  and  to  give  all 
possible  information  for  the  prevention  of 
typhoid  fever.  Many  insanitary  health 
resorts  remain  undiscovered  sources  of 
infection  and  vacationists  cannot  observe 
too  great  care  in  the  selection  of  places 
where  they  are  to  spend  their  vacations. 
Convalescents  from  typhoid  fever  often  seek 
the  mountains  in  order  to  recuperate.  Since 
many  typhoid  convalescents  become  carriers, 
discharging  the  infection  with  the  waste  of 
the  body,  for  weeks,  montlis  or  years  after- 
ward, it  can  readily  be  seen  that  such  a 
carrier  may  be  a  source  of  great  danger  at  a 
summer  resort. 


The  Washington  state  accident  fund  in 
less  than  four  years  has  paid  $3,08-5,920  in 
claims,  $346,711  pensions,  and  will  pay 
$1,231,061  for  approved  claims— a  total  of 
$4,663,6:>2,  or  $544,736  less  than  paid  to  the 
fund. 
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Receiver  Asked  for  Northwestern  Mutual 
Life's  $7,000,000  Tontine  Fund 

Wisconsin  courts  have  been  petitioned  to 
appoint  a  receiver  for  the  semi-tontine  or 
deferred  dividend  fund  of  the  Northwestern 
Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  A  serious  impair- 
ment of  this  retained  dividend  fund  is 
alleged  by  the  petitioning  policyholders. 


Life  Men  Meet 

A  regular  meeting  and  dinner  have  been 
billed  for  July  15  at  6  p.  m.  by  the  Life 
Underwriters  Association  of  San  Francisco. 
The  National  Association  convenes  here 
August  10,  11  and  12.  The  details  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  visiting  association  are 
to  be  considered  at  this  regular  meeting. 
All  members  are  urged  to  be  present — and 
pay  their  dues.  The  committees  appointed 
by  President  Hunter  include: 

General  convention,  ladie.s'  reception, 
registration,  information  and  credentials, 
finance,  reception  and  ball,  banquet,  hotel, 
press. 

Marine  Loss.  —  On  July  15  two  lumber 
steam-schooners  the  Shasta  and  the  Hardy, 
collided  in  the  sunhght  off  Pt.  Bonita  near 
San  Francisco.  The  master  of  the  Shasta  is 
blamed,  as  he  ignored  signals.  He  is  Capt. 
Langkilde.  Moreover,  he  offered  no  aid  to 
the  Hardy,  whose  bow  he  had  gashed.  The 
Hardy  turned  to  port  and  beached  near  Ft. 
Scott  to  avoid  sinking  with  her  nineteen 
persons  aboard. 


A  flare  -  back  from  a  benzine  machine 
caused  a  fire  shortly  before  noon  Sunday, 
July  11,  that  partially  destroyed  the  Berlin 
Cleaning  and  Dye  Company's  plant  at  1955 
Chestnut  street,  San  Francisco,  It  was 
owned  and  operated  by  Albert  and  David 
Cohen.  The  loss  of  several  thousand  dollars 
is  covered  by  insurance. 

Manager  Watt  of  the  Royal  and  Queen, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Watt,  is  taking  a 
vacation  in  sylvan  Oregon.  Special  Agent 
Burke  accompanies    him    on  fishing  trips. 

Fire  and  life  blanks  for  reporting  to  state 
insurance  departments  are  to  be  slightly 
hanged. 


National    Council    Appointments    World's 
Insurance    Congress 

American  Institute  of  Marine  Underwrit- 
ers, J.  B.  Levison,  representative;  vice 
president  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Com- 
pany, San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Pacific  Casualty  &  Surety  Association, 
Joy  Lichtenstein,  representative;  manager 
The  Hartford  Accident  &  Indemnity  Co., 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Department  of  Incorporated  Mutuals,  J. 
C.  Adderly,  representative;  Millers  Mutual 
Casualty  Insurance  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

Employers  Mutual  Casualty  Federation  of 
America,  representative;  president  Employ- 
ers Mutual  Casualty  Federation  of  America, 
Chicago,  111. 

Bureau  Commercial  Economics,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  Francis  Holley,  representa- 
tive; director  Bureau  Commercial  Econom- 
ics, San  Francisco. 


Arson. — Francis  Kosinsky  was  arrested  in 
San  Francisco,  July  15,  on  a  charge  of 
arson,  her  cottage  at  31  Carver  street,  in- 
sured for  $500,  having  burned.  The  fire- 
men found  that  the  blaze  had  been  started 
from  three  places,  and  that  Mrs.  Kosinsky 
was  in  the  house  at  the  time. 


Loomis,  Cal.,  July  12. — A  fire,  starting  in 
May's  livery  stable,  swept  the  business 
section  of  the  town  early  today,  causing  a 
loss  estimated  between  |80,000  and  $100,000. 
Two  entire  blocks  of  stores,  all  frame  struc- 
tures, were  burned.  The  fruit  sheds  and 
Southern  Pacific  depot  were  saved.  The 
origin  of  the  blaze  is  unknown. 

"Taxation"  was  the  subject  of  a  paper  by 
Herbert  H.  Brown,  July  6,  in  the  assembly 
room  of  the  Board.  These  lectures  are 
under  the  auspices  of  the  library  committee 
of  the  Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the 
Pacific. 

The  first  valued  policy  law,  enacted  in 
Wisconsin  soon  after  the  Chicago  fire,  has 
been  repealed  by  a  new  law  to  prevent 
overinsurance. 

The  hail  mutuals  of  Kansas  are  so  hard 
hit  that  it  is  expected  they  will  compromise 
all  claims. 
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Ten   Years  Ago 

The  "committee  of  20"  visited  Los 
Angeles  and  found  the  conflagration  hazard 
seriously  aflfected  by  "the  prevalence  of 
frame  and  shingle  roofs,  the  almost  universal 
absence  of  fire  shutters  and  doors,  and  the 
entire  absence  of  fire  brakes,  the  scarcity  of 
automatic  sprinklers  and  the  only  moderate 
strength  of  the  fire  department. ' ' 

At  Oroville,  Cal.,  sixteen  buildings 
burned. 

The  F.  U.  A.  P.  prepared  an  appropriate 
memorial  to  the  late  Harry  C.  Boyd. 

Rolla  V.  Watt  played  a  game  of  golf  on 
the  famous  links  at  St.  Andrews,  Scotland. 

The  Mutual  Reserve  Life  was  getting 
ready  to  die. 

The  San  Francisco  Examiner  said  that 
the  state  should  engage  in  life  insurance. 

Vice-president  Frugenfeld  brought  the 
Queen  City  Fire  to  this  Coast  in  time  to 
incur  serious  losses  in  the  San  Francisco 
fire. 

Six  months  San  Francisco  fire  premiums 
were  $1,618,743. 

Harry  C.  Boyd,  assistant  general  agent  of 
the  Hamburg-Bremen  Fire,  killed  himself 
at  Spokane,  while  insane. 

The  Coast  Review  printed  these  names  of 
Denver  mutuals  which  had  failed :  Colorado 
Mutual,  Farmers'  Alliance  Mutual,  German- 
American  Mutual,  German  Mutual,  West- 
ern Mutual. 

Dole  &  Potsr,  Hoquim,  Wash.,  pub- 
lished a  lot  of  Aim  flam  in  favor  of  their 
mutual  company. 


Thirty  Years  Ago 

The  Mutual  Endowment  of  Oakland  was 
started  by  W.  H.  Jordan  and  others.  We 
are  under  the  impression  that  this  is  the 
Jordan  who  is  now  Secretary  of  the  state  of 
California. 

The  Atlas  Assurance  Company  entered 
California  with  Newhall  &  Co.  as  general 
agents. 

The  Caledonian  Insurance  Company 
entered  California,  in  the  Balfour-Guthrie 
general  agency. 


Twenty  Years  Ago 

The  Mutual  Relief  Association  of  Peta- 
luma,  Cal.,  which  had  been  bothering  some 
of  the  Life  men,  was  in  serious  trouble,  and 
the  secretary  said  that  the  time  was  near 
when  they  would  have  to  divide  up  their 
"spoils  when  the  few  remaining  members 
would  reap  the  benefit." 

The  Colorado  State  Insurance  Department 
took  measure  to  close  up  the  swindling 
Great  Western  Mutual  Aid  and  Great  West- 
ern Mutual  Accident,  sister  associa- 
tions. 

The  Order  of  Pendo  was  the  name  of  a 
new  insurance  scheme  in  San  Francisco, 
promising  to  burry  the  dead  and  comfort 
the  widows.  The  supreme  organizer  was 
Alex  Rothenstein.  A.  J.  Colby  was  supreme 
vice  counsellor,  and  Ernest  Duden  secretary 
of  the  burst  Order  of  the  Golden  Shore,  was 
supreme  secretary.  The  Coast  Review 
roasted  it  and  it  died. 

According  to  the  News  of  San  Jose,  an 
insurance  agent  told  Schemmel  &  Bister 
not  to  touch  any  of  their  merchandise  nor 
attempt  to  remove  them  from  the  water 
until  the  adjusters  had  inspected  the  prem- 
ises. This  agent  never  read  the  insurance 
papers. 

John  W.  G.  Cofran  went  to  Chicago  as 
assistant  general  agent  of  the  western  de- 
partment of  the  Hartford  Fire. 

In  six  months  thirteen  fire  companies 
retired  from  the  Pacific  Coast  and  the  Sun 
of  San  Francisco  reinsured  in  the  Fireman's 
Fund.     This  was  the  year  of  the  rate  war. 

The  Coast  Review  said:  "The  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific  is  a  skeleton 
organization,  well  adapted  to  be  clothed 
with  a  new  constitution,  satifactory  to  aU. 
We  are  sorry  that  the  facts  compel  us  to 
add  that  there  is  no  probability  of  a  new 
organization  in  the  near  future.  Personal 
feeling  runs  high,  and  there  are  signs  that  a 
number  of  combatants  have  not  had  enough 
of  the  great  fight." 

Five  canneries  in  British  Columbia  were 
burned  in  thirty  days. 


MagEizine  Section 

AN  ADJUSTMENT  OF  A  LOSS  BY  FIRE  ON  SHIPBOARD 
UNDER  A  MARINE  POLICY 

From  a  Paper  by  John  A.  Bishop,   Read  at  the   39th   Annual   Meeting   of  the 
Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Printed  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

In  dealing  with  the  subject  of  my  paper  I  have  considered  it  advis- 
able to  divide  it  under  two  heads,  which,  for  convenience,  I  may  call: 
1st- — The  Immediate  Loss,  and  2d — The  Ultimate  Loss. 

The  first  head  deals  with  the  liability  of  the  Underwriters  for  the 
settlement  of  the  loss  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  in  which  only  the 
assured  and  his  underwriters  are  concerned;  whilst  the  second  deals 
with  the  ultimate  loss  to  the  underwriter,  which  can  only  be  ascertained 
after  an  adjustment  of  general  average  has  been  completed,  in  which 
every  interest  at  stake  in  the  ship,  cargo  and  freight  has  been  brought 
in  as  mutual  insurers  to  receive  or  to  pay  that  part  of  the  loss  which 
has  arisen  in  an  effort  to  save  the  entire  venture  from  destruction 
by  fire. 

The  Immediate  Lo.ss 

Whilst  there  are  many  forms  and  conditions  of  policies  of  marine 
insurance  covering  cargo,  that  most  commonly  in  use  insuring  cargoes 
by  our  regular  liners  or  tramp  steamers  is  what  is  generally  known  as 
an  English  form  of  policy. 

Amongst  the  specified  perils  insured  against  in  a  marine  policy  is 
that  of  fire.  The  general  wording  in  the  body  of  the  policy  covering  this 
risk  is  "touching  the  adventures  and  perils  which  we,  the  assurers,  are 
contented  to  bear  and  do  take  upon  us  in  this  voyage;  they  are  of  the 
seas,  men-of-war,  fire,  etc."  Subject  to  other  modifying  clauses  as  to 
risks  undertaken  by  the  assurer,  a  loss  by  fire  is  recoverable  under  a 
marine  policy.  It  is  immaterial  how  the  fire  occurred  so  long  as  the  loss 
is  not  attributable  to  the  wilful  misconduct  of  the  assured,  and  unless 
the  policy  otherwise  provides,  the  insurer  is  liable  for  any  loss  proxi- 
mately caused  by  fire  even  though  the  loss  would  not  have  occurred 
but  for  the  misconduct  or  negligence  of  the  master  or  erew. 

The  English  form  of  marine  policy  in  general  mercantile  use  may  be 
said  to  be  of  two  classes: 

1st — Those  in  the  ordinary  parlance  of  marine  insurance  known  as 
f.p.a.,  which  excludes  the  risk  of  particular  average  or  accidental  damage 
except  under  certain  conditions,  and 

2d — The  average  recoverable  policy  or  those  covering  the  risk  of 
such  damage  provided  the  amount  of  the  loss  reaches  the  required  fran- 
chise stated  in  the  memorandum  clause  or  other  expressed  provisions 
in  the  policy.  The  memorandum  clause  as  found  in  all  marine  cargo 
policies,  after  enumerating  certain  articles  which  are  warranted  free 
from  average  (i.  e.,  damage),  goes  on  to  say  "sugar,  tobacco,  hemp,  flax, 
hides  and  skins,  are  warranted  free  from  average  under  5  per  cent  and 
all    other   goods,    also    the    ship    and   freight,    are   warranted    free   from 
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averao'e  under  3  per  cent  unless  general  or  the  ship  be  stranded,  sunk 
or  burnt." 

The  f.p.a.  policy  is  written  on  the  same  form  as  the  average  recover- 
able policy,  but  contains  a  marginal  clause,  over-riding  the  wording  in  the 
body  of  the  policy,  reading,  "Warranted  free  from  particular  average  unless 
the  vessel  be  stranded,  sunk  or  burnt." 

Thus  under  an  average  recoverable  policy  in  the  form  mentioned 
a  particular  average  damage  arising  from  fire  is  recoverable  if  it 
amounts  to  3  per  cent  when  it  is  recovered  in  full,  or  if  within  the 
meaning  of  the  wording  in  the  policy  the  vessel  has  been  "burnt"  the 
loss  is  payable  regardless  of  percentage.  Under  the  f.p.a.  form  of  policy 
the  particular  average  damage  is  not  recoverable  unless  the  vessel  is  burned 
within  the  meaning  of  the  clause ;  but  under  each  form  of  policy  a  total  loss 
by  fire  is,  of  course,  recoverable  in  full. 

It  would  seem  at  first  sight  that  a  particular  average  damage  arising 
from  fire  would  satisfy  the  conditions  of  these  clauses,  but  such  is  not 
the  case.  For  instance,  a  cargo  of  jute  takes  fire  in  a  ship  and  is 
damaged  without  the  ship  being  itself  damaged  by  the  fire,  the  excep- 
tion has  not  been  taken  out  of  these  clauses  and  under  the  f.p.a.  policy 
the  underwriter  would  not  be  liable  for  the  damage  by  fire.  Under 
these  clauses  it  is  the  ship  that  must  be  burnt,  and  until  a  few  years 
ago  it  was  the  generally  accepted  view  that  the  scorching  of  a  beam  or 
other  part  of  the  ship  was  sufficient  to  open  this  warranty.  In  1891 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  England  affirmed  the  decision  of  the 
lower  court  in  the  Glenlivet  case.  Lord  Justice  Smith  in  the  course 
of  his  judgment  said: 

"Suppose  the  cabin  curtains  were  burnt  he  should  have  told  the 
jury  that  that  did  not  constitute  a  burnt  ship.  But  suppose  the  after 
part  of  the  ship  was  burnt  altogether  and  the  fore  part  was  not  burnt 
at  all,  I  think  he  should  have  told  them  that  they  might,  if  they  liked, 
find  that  was  a  'burnt'  ship  although  there  was  only  a  partial  burning. 
It  seems  to  me  impossible  to  lay  down  absolutely  in  the  affirmative  or 
the  negative  as  to  whether  a  partial  burning  does  constitute  a  'burnt' 
ship  or  not  within  the  policy.  It  may  or  may  not  according  to  the  actual 
facts  appertaining  to   the  partial  burning." 

The  English  court  took  the  view  that  it  must  be  such  a  burning 
as  would  constitute  a  burned  vessel  within  the  ordinary  meaning  of  the 
English  language.  This  case  is  discussed  at  length  and  approved  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Liscard  case,  17  Sup.  Ct. 
Eep.  788.  The  effect  of  this  decision  is  that  a  ship  is  not  considered 
"burnt"  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause  unless  the  injury  by  fire  is 
"sufficient  to  cause  some  interruption  of  the  voyage,  so  that  the  vessel 
is,  pro  tempore,  incapable  of  being  properly  used  for  the  purposes  of  the 
voyage,"  that  is,  when  the  ship  is  temporarily  innavigable. 

Since  this  decision  many  underwriters  have  added  to  these  clauses 
the  words  or  "on  fire"  in  order  to  restore  to  the  assured  what  had  been 
taken  away  from  him  by  the  decision.  A  case  is  at  present  before  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  this  district,  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
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words  "on  fire,"  the  District  Court  of  the  State  of  Washington  in  the 
Jupiter  case  overruling  the  exceptions  of  the  respondent  to  the  libel 
that  the  ship  was  not  "on  fire"  within  the  meaning  of  the  policy.  In 
this  case  a  wooden  bulkhead  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  dunnage 
belonging  to  the  ship  were  on  fire.  The  court  held  that  the  words  "on 
fire"  as  used  in  the  policy  were  not  synonymous  with  the  word  "'burnt" 
contained  in  former  policies,  but  were  indicative  of  a  happening  whereby 
the  ship  was  endangered  by  actual  fire  burning  some  part  of  it,  and  that 
the  fire  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  open  the  warranty  contained  in  the 
policy,  and  that  the  underwriters  were,  therefore,  liable  for  the  dam- 
age to  the  cargo. 

In  referring  to  the  damage  recoverable  under  the  forms  of  policies 
mentioned,  I  have  used  the  words  "Particular  Average  damage."  1 
have  done  so  advisedly  in  order  to  draw  your  attention  to  one  of  the 
many  pretty  distinctions  which  are  so  frequent  in  marine  insurance  law, 
and  also  to  explain  to  you  the  effect  of  the  words  "unless  general," 
occurring  in  the  clause  quoted  before,  but  which  for  the  sake  of  clear- 
ness, I  will  repeat.  "Warranted  free  from  average  under  3  per  cent 
unless  general  or  the  ship  be  stranded,  sunk  or  burnt." 

This  clause  was  given  judicial  interpretation  first  in  the  English 
case  of  Price  vs.  A.  1  Ships  Small  Damage  Insurance  Association  in 
1889.     Lord   Esher  in  the   course   of  his   decision   says: 

"  'Average'  as  used  in  this  connection  is  clearly  a  technical  expres- 
sion and  it  has  a  well  established  mercantile  signification.  It  means  a 
partial  as  distinguished  from  a  total  loss.  If  there  is  a  total  loss  of  the 
whole  of  the  thing  mentioned,  or  of  the  whole  of  any  one  of  them,  or 
a  total  loss  of  any  part  which  is  so  put  on  board  as  that  there  can  be  a 
total  loss  of  that  part,  the  clause  will  not  apply  to  that  loss.  Taking 
'average'  then  to  mean  average  or  partial  loss,  the  meaning  is  that  cer- 
tain articles  mentioned  are  warranted  free  from  partial  loss,  under  a 
certain  percentage,  unless  it  be  a  general  average  loss,  that  is  to  say, 
a  loss  voluntarily  occasioned  for  the  safety  and  benefit  of  the  common 
enterprise." 

Particular  average  is  the  liability  attaching  to  a  marine  insurance 
policy  for  damage  or  partial  loss  accidentally  and  immediately  caused 
by  perils  insured  against,  amongst  which,  as  I  have  said,  is  that  of  fire. 

A  general  average  loss  is  one  voluntarily  occasioned  for  the  safety 
and  benefit  of  all,  and  whilst  the  former  may  not  be  recoverable  at  all 
under  the  policy,  or  only  if  amounting  to  a  certain  percentage,  there  is 
always  a  liability  under  the  policy  for  the  latter  loss  irrespective  of 
percentage. 

Both  of  these  forms  of  damage  are  usually  found  in  a  loss  by  fire. 
It  is  a  matter,  therefore,  of  great  importance  to  the  Underwriter  as 
well  as  to  the  assured  that  the  Surveyor,  in  his  report  of  damage,  should 
distinguish  carefully  between  the  various  kinds  of  damage,  viz.:  The 
damage  from  fire  or  smoke,  which  is  Particular  Average  damage,  and 
that  from  water  or  other  agency  used  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  which 
is  General  Average. 
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Having  determined  the  question  as  to  whether  a  liability  attacues 
under  the  particular  terms  of  the  policy  covering  the  goods,  the  next 
thing  is  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  damage.  A  Marine  Surveyor  is 
called  in  to  inspect  the  damaged  goods  and  if  possible,  agree  with  the 
owner  as  to  the  extent  of  the  depreciation,  by  which  I  mean  the  reduc- 
tion in  value  by  reason  of  damage. 

Failing  such  an  agreement,  the  goods  are  sold  for  account  of  whom 
it  mav  concern  and  the  depreciation  is  arrived  at  by  comparing  the 
sound  market  value  of  the  goods  on  the  day  of  sale  with  the  gross 
proceeds  realized  by  the  sale.  The  difference  between  these  amounts 
presents  the  actual  loss  from  which  is  determined  the  percentage  of 
damage,  which  is  then  applied  to  the  amount  insured  and  the  amount 
thus  arrived  at  is  the  liability  of  the  Underwriter. 

A  marine  policy  on  merchandise  is  usually  a  valued  one.  the  value 
being  arrived  at  by  adding  a  percentage,  representing  the  merchant's 
profit  and  expenses,  to  the  invoice  value;*  this  percentage  often  ranges 
from  10  to  25  per  cent,  but  more  often  the  former  amount.  A  valua- 
tion in  the  policy  declared  prior  to  loss  can  not  be  disputed  except 
on  the  ground  of  fraud,  and  is  taken  as  the  basis  of  all  settlements 
under   the   policy. 

As  I  have  just  said,  the  depreciation  is  arrived  at  by  comparing 
the  gross  proceeds  realized  by  the  sale  of  the  damaged  goods  with  what 
they  would  have  sold  for  on  the  same  day  had  they  been  sound,  and  as  Arnold 
on  Marine  Insurance  says,  "The  object  then,  in  comparing  the  proceeds 
of  the  sound  and  damaged  sales  for  the  purposes  of  indemnity  under 
ttie  policy  is  not  to  ascertain  the  direct  amount  of  the  merchant's  loss, 
but  its  relative  amount — the  proportion,  that  is,  which  it  bears  to  the 
puce  at  which  the  goods  would  have  sold  if  sound;  the  question  being, 
not  whether  the  depreciation  amounts  to  any  fixed  sum,  but  whether 
it  amounts  to  say  one-half  of  the  sum  which  the  goods  would  have 
fold  for  if  sound;  whether  in  a  word  the  commodity  is  one-half  the 
worse  for  the  fire  damage.  "When  this  is  ascertained  the  liability  of 
the  underwriter  is  ascertained,  for  he  pays  the  same  proportional  part 
of  the  amount  insured  or  the  value  in  the  policy  where  the  amount 
insured  agrees  with  that  value." 

Mr.  Phillips,  the  well-known  American  writer  on  Marine  Insur- 
ance, says:  "If  the  loss  is  caused  by  the  entire  destruction  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  goods,  the  underwriter  pays  for  them,  so  far  as  they  are 
covered  by  the  policy,  at  the  price  at  which  they  are  insured.  If  the 
particular  average  is  occasioned  by  damage  to  the  goods,  whereby  their 
value  is  diminished,  though  they  remain  in  quantity,  there  seems  to 
be  but  one  and  that  a  very  plain  way  of  estimating  the  degree  of 
damage.  If,  in  consequence  of  the  damage,  the  goods  sell  for  only  half 
of  what  the  same  goods  would  have  sold  for  if  sound,  the  direct  loss 
by  damage  is  50  per  cent,  and  the  insurer  must  pay,  not  half  of  the 
price  of  sound  goods  at  that  market,  but  half  of  the  value  at  which 
he  insured  the  goods  and  so  proportionately  in  other  cases  of  partic- 
ular average.  Johnson  vs.  Shedden,  Usher  vs.  Noble,  and  Lawrence 
vs.  New  York  Ins.  Co.  are  all  cases  in  point. 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  a  Marine  Underwriter  is  not  concerned 
in  a  rise  or  fall  of  the  market,  his  liability  being  determined  solely 
by  the  value  in  the  policy.  In  a  case  in  which  the  valuation  in  the 
policy  is  in  excess  of  the  sound  market  value,  the  assured  recovers  an 
amount  greater  than  his  actual  loss,  but  on  the  other  hand  where  the 
value  in  the  policy  is  less  than  the  sound  market  value  the  assured 
recovers  less  than  his  actual  loss,  being  considered  as  himself  an  assurer 
for  the  difference  between  the  value  expressed  in  the  policy  and  the 
actual  sound  market  value.  In  other  words,  in  all  Marine  Insurance 
contracts  there  is  a  one  hundred  per  cent  co-insurance  which,  although 
not  expressed  in  the  policj^  as  in  a  fire  insurance  contract,  is  neverthe- 
less, by  rule  of  law  as  operative  as  though  expressed.  This  principle 
of  adjustment  of  a  loss  under  a  Marine  policy  received  its  first  judicial 
sanction  in  the  English  case  of  Lewis  vs.  Eucker  in  1761,  which  case 
has  been  frequently  cited  and  followed  both  in  this  country  and  in 
England. 

An  assured  can  not  abandon  to  the  underwriters  merchandise  dam- 
aged by  fire  or  otherwise  which  arrives  at  its  destination  and  claim 
as  for  a  total  loss;  nor  has  the  underwriter  the  right  of  replacement 
as  under  a  fire  policy.  The  loss  is  partial  and  must  be  adjusted  on 
that   basis   as    already   laid   down. 

The  aforementioned  method  of  adjustment  applies  to  a  claim  for 
depreciation  in  quality,  but  does  not  apply  to  a  diminution  in  quantity 
as  where  a  package  is  totally  destroyed  either  by  fire  or  otherwise,  or 
the  ship  can  not  be  made.  In  such  a  case  the  underwriter  is  liable  for  the 
insured  value  of  such  package  irrespective  of  market  value. 

Having  pointed  out  the  principles  upon  which  a  settlement  under  a 
Marine  policy  is  made,  I  venture  to  illustrate  them  with  the  following 
examples : 

On  a  falling  market. 

Insured  value  of  goods  $500. 

The  market  value  of  the  goods  in  sound  condition  $350. 

The  market  value  of  the  goods  in  damaged  condition  $175. 

The  loss  to  the  merchant  by  reason  of  damages  is  $175  or  50  per  cent. 

The  amount  recoverable  under  the  policy  will  be  50  per  cent  of  the 
amount  insured,  or  $250. 

Xow  take  a  case  in  which  the  merchandise  arrives  damaged  in  a 
rising  market. 

Insured  value  of  the  goods  $500. 

The  market  value  of  the  goods  in  sound  condition  is  say  $600. 

The  market  value  of  the  goods  in  damaged  condition  is  say  $300. 

The  loss  to  the  merchant  by  reason  of  damage  is  $300,  or  50  per  cent. 

The  amount  recoverable  under  the  policy  will  be  50  per  cent  of  the 
amount  insured,  or  $250. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  underwriter  is  not  concerned  in 
the  rise  or  fall  of  the  market,  his  loss  being  identical  in  each  case  while 
that  of  the  merchant  varies. 

I  now  come  to  my  second  division  of  my  subject: 
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The  Ultimate  Loss 

In  order  to  arrive  at  the  ultimate  loss  to  the  underwriter  under  his 
policy  in  the  case  of  fire  on  shipboard,  it  is  necessary  that  a  statement 
ci'  General  Average  be  prepared.  It  is  commonly  thought  that  General 
Averao-e  is  related  to  Marine  Insurance.  This  is  not  the  ease.  The  prin- 
ciple of  General  Average  was  recognized  centuries  before  Marine  Insur- 
ance was  thought  of.  The  right  of  General  Average  eontributiou  exists 
as  between  the  shipowner  and  the  various  cargo  owners  irrespective  of 
the  question  of  insurance,  and  an  adjustment  of  General  Average  is  as 
necessary  in  order  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  various  parties  to  the 
adventure,  whether  the  ship  and/or  cargo  is  insured  or  not.  The  Marine 
Underwriter  is  only  interested  in  so  far  as  he  has  agreed  to  indemnify 
his  assured  for  loss  arising  by  fire,  when  he  becomes  liable  to  his  assured 
for  such  amount  of  General  Average  contribution  as  his  assured  has 
been  compelled  to  pay  in  respect  to  the  interest  insured  by  him,  or  by 
reason  of  his  right  of  subrogation  in  respect  to  damage  paid  by  him 
to  his  assured  and  allowable  in  the  General  Average  statement.  This 
is  usually  done  by  an  average  adjuster,  a  man  trained  in  this  particular 
branch  of  maritime  law,  who,  although  appointed  by  the  shipowner, 
represents  no  particular  interests.  To  quote  from  the  San  Francisco 
form   of   Marine   policy: 

"The  traditional  and  necessary  attitude  of  an  adjuster  is  that  of 
a  referee  and  not  that  of  an  attorney  or  advocate.  It  is  his  duty,  in 
all  cases,  to  act  with  strict  impartiality  between  insurers  and  insured, 
regardless  of  favor  toward  friend  or  employer,  and  intent  solely  upon 
the  legal  and  clerical  accuracy  of  his  calculations." 

This  statement  deals  primarily  with  all  losses  or  expenses  volun- 
tarily incurred  to  save  the  entire  venture  from  becoming  a  total  loss, 
such  as  in  the  case  of  a  fire,  damage  to  cargo  and  ship  by  the  means 
used  to  extinguish  the  fire. 

A  settlement  of  a  loss  by  fire  on  shipboard  is  based  upon  entirely 
different  laws  to  those  governing  the  settlement  of  loss  of  similar  char- 
acter on  land.  "Whilst  a  ship  at  sea  with  its  varied  cargo  shipped  under 
numerous  bills  of  lading  may  be  compared  with  a  warehouse  on  land 
with  its  varied  contents  for  which  numerous  Avarehouse  receipts  have 
been  given,  there  is,  in  the  case  of  a  ship,  a  community  of  interests 
such  as  does  not  exist  on  land,  which  has  been  recognized  bj'  the  law 
of  all  maritime  nations  from  the  time  of  the  early  Ehodians  dovra.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  Ralli  vs.  Troop 
(Sup.  Ct.  Eep.,  Vol.  15,  page  664),  states: 

'"The  law  of  general  average  in  England  and  America  is  limited 
to  property  included  in  a  maritime  adventure,  and  has  no  application 
to  other  property  on  land,  or  to  contracts  relating  to  such  property." 

One  of  the  best  definitions  of  general  averages  is  that  given  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  the  "Star  of 
Hope:" 
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"Common  justice  dictates  that  where  two  or  more  parties  are  en- 
gaged in  the  same  sea  risk,  and  one  of  them  in  a  moment  of  imminent 
peril  makes  a  sacrifice  to  avoid  the  impending  danger,  or  incurs  extra- 
ordinary expenses  to  promote  the  general  safety,  the  loss  or  expenses 
so  incurred  shall  be  assessed  upon  all  in  proportion  to  the  share  of 
each  in  the  adventure." 

The  adjuster  in  preparing  such  a  statement  has  first  to  consider  the 
terms  of  the  contract  of  affreightment  or  bills  of  lading  insofar  as 
they  affect  the  method  or  law  governing  the  adjustment.  Unless  other- 
wise provided  for  in  the  bill  of  lading  the  general  average  adjust- 
ment must  be  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  port  of 
destination,  or,  failing  an  arrival  at  the  port  of  destination,  according 
to  the  law  of  the  place  where  the  venture  terminates  and  the  interests 
are  separated. 

General  average  does  not  rest  upon  contract,  but  upon  the  law 
maritime,  consequently  bills  of  lading  are  frequently  silent  upon  the 
subject.  The  laws  of  the  various  maritime  countries,  whilst  unanimous 
as  to  the  principle  of  general  average,  differ  materially  in  the  details 
as  to  what  is  and  what  is  not  general  average. 

In  the  years  1860  to  1864  an  attempt  was  made  to  establish  through- 
out Europe  and  this  country  a  uniform  system  of  general  average. 
Xumerous  conferences  during  the  following  thirty  years  were  held  at 
various  places.  In  1860  at  Glasgow,  in  1864  at  York,  in  1877  at 
Antwerp,  and,  finally,  in  1890  at  Liverpool.  As  a  result  of  these  con- 
ferences there  was  finally  evolved  a  code  of  rules  which  is  known  as  the 
York-Antwerp  Eules  of  1890.  Most  charter  parties  and  bills  of  lading 
now  contain  a  clause  providing  for  the  adjustment  of  general  average 
according  to  York-Antwerp  Rules  of  1890.  Rule  III  of  these  rules  pro- 
vides that: 

"Damage  done  to  a  ship  and  cargo,  or  either  of  them,  by  water 
or  otherwise,  including  damage  by  beaching  or  scuttling  a  burning  ship 
in  extinguishing  a  fire  on  board  the  ship,  shall  be  made  good  as  general 
average;  except  that  no  compensation  shall  be  made  for  damage  to 
such  portions  of  the  ship  and  bulk  cargo,  or  to  such  separate  packages 
of  cargo  as  have  been  on  fire." 

This  rule  is  in  accord  with  the  law  and  practice  as  approved  by 
numerous  decisions  in  our  courts. 

Time  does  not  permit  me  to  go  into  the  many  details  of  practice 
which  present  themselves  in  an  adjustment  of  this  character,  but  I 
think  you  can  perhaps  appreciate  to  a  certain  degree  the  mass  of  detail 
work  involved  when  I  tell  you  that  every  package  on  board  the  ship 
has  to  be  accounted  for  and  its  condition  and  value  determined,  whether 
sound  or  damaged;  and  you  consider  the  fact  that  many  of  our  modern 
vessels,  bringing  cargoes  to  this  coast,  carry  from  ten  to  twelve  thou- 
sand tons  of  general  merchandise  consigned  to,  in  many  instances,  over 
3000  consignees  scattered  over  the  Pacific  Coast  States  and  Hawaiian 
Islands.     To  give  some  idea  of  the   enormous   capacity  of  one  of  these 
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vessels  I  would  point  out  that  one  of  these  cargoes  represents  over  900 
carloads  or  18  trains  of  50  cars  each,  or  1  train  of  over  71/2  miles  in 
length. 

The  adjuster  has  to  determine  or  ascertain: 

pji-st the   actual   value   of   each   shipment   in   its   landed   condition, 

less  certain  deductions  for  freight  and  expenses  payable  upon  the  de- 
livery of  the  cargo,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  bills  of  lading.  The 
value  taken  is  usually,  in  the  case  of  staple  articles  such  as  case  oil, 
cotton,  domestics,  etc.,  the  rdarket  value,  and  on  other  articles  the 
invoice  value  plus  a  certain  percentage  for  charges  and  profit. 

Second — The  actual  damage  to  the  cargo,  separating  the  damage 
occasioned  by  the  efforts  made  to  extinguish  the  fire  from  that  due 
to  fire  or  smoke.  The  former  damage  being  of  a  general  average  nature 
is  allowed  by  the  adjuster  in  the  statement,  except  that  no  allowance 
is  made  for  damage  by  water  or  steam  to  a  package  which  has  itself 
been  on  fire,  on  the  ground  that  instead  of  doing  such  cargo  an  injury 
the  water  or  steam  is  itself  the  means  of  saving  whatever  value  it 
ultimately  realizes.  The  loss  by  fire  or  smoke  falls  on  the  owner  of 
the  damaged  package  or  his  underwriter. 

Third — The  apportionment  of  the  proceeds  of  unidentifiable  cargo 
(or  cargo  which  can  not  be  delivered  to  its  owners  on  account  of  the 
identifying  marks  having  become  obliterated)  to  the  owners,  who 
have  a  shortage  in  delivery  of  cargo  of  the  same  kind  as  that  sold 
unidentifiable,  and  the  determination  of  what  proportion  of  the  loss 
after  giving  credit  for  such  proceeds  shall  be  allowed  in  general  average 
as  representing  the  loss  by  reason  of  the  marks  becoming  obliterated 
by  the  water  pumped  into  the  hold  of  the  vessel  to  extinguish  the  fire. 

Fourth — The  damages  to  the  ship  and  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
ship  owner  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  and  such  other  expenses  or  sacri- 
fices as  may  be  incurred  for  the  general  benefit  allow^able  in  general 
average,  according  to  the  law  and  custom  prevailing  at  the  place  where 
the  interests  of  ship  and  cargo  are  separated.  These  damages  are  de- 
termined from  the  actual  bills  for  the  repairs  to  such  damages;  or 
if  the  dajnage  has  not  been  repaired  at  the  time  of  adjustment,  from 
estimates  approved  by  the  underwriter's  surveyor.  As  a  rule,  however, 
the  damages  are  the  actual  damages  as  shown  by  the  repair  accounts. 

Fifth — Having  ascertained  the  total  claims  for  damage  to  cargo 
due  to  water  or  other  agency  used  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  together 
with  the  damages  to  the  ship  from  the  same  cause  and  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  ship  owner  allowable  in  general  average,  the  grand 
total  of  these  items  is  then  apportioned  over  the  ship,  freight  and 
cargo  in  the  proportion  that  the  value  of  each  in  its  saved  condition 
bears  to  the  total  values  saved. 

The  ship  contributes  on  its  damaged  value;  the  freight  on  the 
amount  earned,  less  the  expenses  earning  it  subsequent  to  the  general 
average  act;  and  the  cargo  on  its  value  in  damaged  condition  to  each 
of  which  values  is  added  the  amount  of  loss  in  respect  of  damage 
allowed  in  general  average. 
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The  general  principle  of  contribution  may  be  summed  up  in  one 
sentence:  How  much  better  off  in  a  pecuniary  sense  each  owner  of 
property  exposed  to  hazard  on  shipboard  would  be  in  the  event  of  a 
safe  arrival  than  in  the  event  of  a  total  loss. 

There  is  another  principle  which  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  an 
adjustment  of  this  nature,  that  of  equality  of  contribution  as  between 
those  whose  property  has  been  sacrificed  and  those  whose  property 
has  been  saved.  In  other  words,  the  man  whose  goods  have  been 
damaged  by  water  in  the  effort  to  save  the  remainder  from  destruction 
by  fire  must  be  put  in  identically  the  same  position  as  the  man  whose 
goods  have  not  been  damaged,  so  that  upon  the  completion  of  the 
adjustment  it  is  immaterial  whose  goods  have  been  sacrificed.  All 
are  put  upon  an  equal  basis  and  the  loss  falls  evenly  upon  all.  For 
instance,  two  shippers,  A  and  B,  have  goods  of  the  same  value,  say 
$500.  A's  goods  are  damaged  by  water  to  the  extent  of  50  per  cent 
of  their  value.  B's  are  delivered  sound.  The  percentage  of  general 
average  as  determined  in  the  way  indicated  is  10  per  cent. 

A  will  then  be  assessed  10  per  cent  on  the  value  of  goods  as  de- 
livered in  their  damaged  condition,  viz.,  $250,  plus  the  amount  allowed 
to  him  in  general  average,  viz.  $250,  making  a  total  contributory  or 
assessable  value  of  $500,  or  a  contribution  of  $50.  A  then  receives 
the  value  of  his  goods  in  damaged  condition,  viz.,  $250,  plus  the  amount 
of  $250  allowed  him  in  general  average,  and  pays  $50,  making  a  net 
salvage  to  him  of  $450. 

B  receives  his  goods  in  sound  condition  valued  at  $500  and  pays 
a  general  average  assessment  of  $50,  leaving  a  net  salvage  to  him  of 
$450,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  these  two  shippers  are  placed 
on  an  equality. 

The  underwriter  who  has  agreed  to  indemnify  his  assured  against 
loss  by  fire  is  liable  to  his  assured  for  the  contribution  which  the  latter 
has  been  compelled  to  pay  under  the  adjustment.  If,  however,  the 
underwriter  has  as  a  direct  loss  paid  his  assured  for  a  damage  oc- 
casioned by  water,  etc.,  allowable  in  general  average,  he  becomes,  by 
right  of  subrogation,  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  so  allowed,  less 
the  general  average  assessed  against  the  shipment,  so  the  underwriter 
of  A,  having  paid  $250  as  a  direct  loss,  receives  that  amount  allowed 
in  general  average  and  pays  the  assessment  of  $50,  making  his  net 
loss  as  ultimately  adjusted,  $50. 

The  underwriter  of  B  has  paid  no  direct  loss  but  pays  the  general 
average  assessment  of  $50,  this  representing  his  ultimate  loss',  so  that 
both  underwriters  are  placed  on  an  equality. 

The  ultimate  loss  to  the  underwriters  whose  interest  has  been 
damaged  only  by  water  or  other  cause  allowable  in  general  average  is, 
therefore,  in  per  cent  the  same  as  the  loss  to  the  underwriter  whose 
interest  has  been  landed  in  an  undamaged  condition,  but  who  is  called 
upon  to  pay  his  general  average  assessment;  \Thilst  the  ultimate  loss 
to  the  underwriters  whose  cargo  has  been  also  damaged  by  fire  and 
smoke  is  the  amount  of  that  loss  which  he  has  paid  as  a  direct  loss  to 
the  assured,  plus   general  average   assessment   on  the  value  saved  to   him. 
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Liability  of  Third  Parlies 

The  brief  reference  to  the  Fire  Prevention 
CMetropolis)  Act,  1774,  in  our  last  issue 
may  be  supplemented  on  the  authority  of  a 
paper  read  before  the  Insurance  Institute, 
of  Norwich  in  1911  by  Mr.  Philip  F.  Brooks, 
F.  S.  I.,  and  printed  in  Vol.  XIV  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Insurance  Institute. 

It  appeai-s  that  the  Roman  Law  made  a 
tenant  responsible  for  the  damage  resulting 
from  a  fire  in  his  house  unless  he  could 
prove  that  the  fire  was  not  caused  intention- 
ally, by  gross  negligence,  or  lack  of  ordinary 
precautions.  For  about  150  years  this  law 
was  respected  in  England.  It  became  a 
serious  question  after  the  great  fire  of 
London  in  1666,  which  broke  out  in  the 
house  of  the  court  baker.  A  Frenchman 
confessed  to  having  willfully  done  this,  and 
upon  that  confession  he  was  hanged,  though 
probably  innocent.  Judges  decided,  upon 
this  confession,  that  the  fire  was  caused  by 
a  common  enemy,  and  that  tenants  were 
not  responsible  for  the  results  of  it,  or  for 
the  re-building  of  tlieir  houses.  (See  Pepys' 
Diary,  entries  of  oth  November,  1666,  and 
24tii  February,  1667.) 

In  170S  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed 
relieving  from  responsibility  the  person  in 
whose  house  or  chamber  a  fire  accidentally 
began,  except  where  he  had  specifically 
bound  himself  by  contract  or  agreement  to 
make  good  damage  from  fire.  "The  relief 
was  originally  granted  for  a  limited  period 
only,  but  in  1710  was  revived  and  made 
perpetual.  In  1774  it  was  extended  to  fires 
occurring  in  stables,  barns,  or  other  build- 
ings, or  upon  estates.  The  extended  form 
of  relief  was  re-enacted  in  1S65,  and  is  still 
effective." — Insurance,  Cape    Good    Hope. 


Underwriters'  Board    Not   in  Violation  of 
Sherman  Anti-Trust  Law 

The  district  supreme  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  has  ruled  that  the  fire  under- 
writers association  of  the  district  is  not  a 
violation  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law. 
Suit  was  brought  to  restrain  the  Home  of 
New  York  from  continuing  its  membership, 
on  the  ground  that  the  association  was  a 
conspiracy  to  restrain  trade  by  fixing  rates. 
The   plaintiff's   rates   had    been   increased. 


Justice  McCoy  said:  "The  issuing  of  a 
policy  of  insurance  is  not  a  transaction  of 
commerce  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  provides  that  Con- 
gress shall  have  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations  and  among  the 
several  states.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
Sherman  act  or  the  supplement  thereto, 
approved  October  15,  1914,  which  indicates 
that  the  words  'trade  or  commerce'  were 
used  as  applying  to  transactions  other  than 
those  which  Congress  has  power  to  regulate 
under  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  above 
referred  to;  consequently  those  acts  cannot 
be  held  to  apply  to  the  business  of  the  fire 
insurance  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 


Lax  Insurance  is  Blamed  for  Arson 

Judge  Gatens,  Sentencing  2,  Scores  Policies  that  are 

Temptation  for  Fires.     Stricter  Methods  Urged 
From  the  Oregonian,  Portland,  June  27 

Judge  Gatens,  in  the  circuit  court,  yester- 
day charged  Portland  fire  insurance  methods 
with  responsibility  for  the  numerous  cases 
of  arson  that  have  occurred  in  Portland 
during  the  past  year.  The  matter  came  up 
in  court  in  connection  with  the  sentencing 
of  Earl  Mashburn  and  Philip  Harris,  con- 
victed of  arson. 

Mashburn  was  sentenced  to  serve  from 
18  months  to  three  and  one-half  years. 
Harris  got  a  3-year  sentence  but  was 
paroled.  Judge  Gatens  said  he  paroled 
Harris  only  because  the  trial  jury  had 
recommended  leniency  in  their  verdict  and 
later  sent  him  a  petition  asking  special  con- 
sideration for  Harris,  whom  they  did  not 
believe  to  be  of  a  criminal  disposition. 

After  pronouncing  sentence  on  the  two 
men,  the  judge  then  read  a  statement  on 
the  connection  between  loose  methods  of 
insuring  against  fire  loss  and  the  frequent 
arson  cases  reported  or  suspected. 

Arson  is  Declared  Fine  Art 

Judge  Gatens  said:  "The  evidence 
brought  out  in  these  recent  arson  trials, 
leads  me  to  make  a  few  pertinent  remarks 
at  this  time. 

'"Fire  makiuir  has  become  a  fine  art,  so 
carefully  planned,  so  ably  executed  and  so 
complete  the  destruction  of  all   evidence  of 
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incendiarism,  that  detection  and  conviction 
of  tliis  crime  are  extremely  difficult. 

"In  the  main,  it  is  no  hard  matter  to 
uncover  the  motive;  not  revenge  nor 
jealousy,  but  from  a  monetary  standpoint, 
made  easy  by  our  country-wide  laxity  in 
the  issuance  of  insurance  policies  and  the 
liberal  payment  of  crooked  losses,  thus 
fostering  a  desire  for  incendiarism.  The 
agent  who  thus  makes  it  easy  for  the  fire- 
bug by  issuing  fire  insurance  policies  without 
investigation,  is  a  danger  to  the  state  and 
in  the  interest  of  public  safety  should  have 
his  license  to  do  business  revoked. 

Easy  Policy  Termed  Temptation 

"Xowhere  else  in  the  world  is  the  firebug 
so  active.  In  Europe,  incendiarism  does 
not  exist,  because  insurance  policies  cannot 
be  written  without  previous  inspection  of 
property  and  inquiry  into  tlie  character  of 
applicants.  Anyone  in  America  can  get  a 
fire  insurance  policy  for  the  mere  asking, 
thus  putting  temptation  in  the  way  of  one 
so  inclined  or  financially  embarrassed. 

"Fire  insurance  companies  should  stop 
the  indiscriminate  granting  of  policies  and 
thus  cut  off  the  main  motive  for  arson. 
This  is  the  only  method  of  removing  a 
serious  danger.  Many  fires  are  the  direct 
result  of  financial  conditions.  An  opportune 
fire  brings  ready  cash ;  it  appeals  with 
peculiar  force  to  a  merchant  or  householder 
embarrassed  for  funds  who  considers  that 
the  most  profitable  method  of  disposing  of 
obsolete  stock  or  houseworn  furniture  is  to 
sell  it  to  the  insurance  companies. 
Rigid  Investigation  Urged 

"My  observations,  therefore,  lead  me  to 
express  publicly  that  in  my  judgment,  there 
should  be  a  rigid  investigation  into  character 
of  all  applicants  for  fire  insurance  and 
inspection  of  all  property  to  be  insured 
before  policies  are  issued  and  tiiat  insurance 
should  be  limited  to  actual  value.  That 
active  co-operation  should  exist  between 
the  fire  department,  fire  marshal  and  safety 
commission  and  underwriters  relating  to 
the  granting  of  insurance,  to  licensing  of 
brokers  and  adjusters  and  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  character  of  suspected  persons  apply- 
ing for  insurance. 


'  'I  fully  realize  that  it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  arouse  public  interest  as  long  as  the  fire 
insurance  companies  aftably  pay  the  losses 
and  it  is,  therefore,  my  firm  belief  that  a 
fire  loss  should  not  be  paid  until  the  fire 
marshal  has  passed  upon  its  legitimacy. 

"The  courts  must  recognize  the  work 
carried  on  by  the  otticials  and  public  spirited 
citizens  in  educating  the  public  in  the  con- 
servation of  human  life  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  property  against  fire  and  must 
publish  unfailingly  those  despicable  l^eings 
known  as  the  arson  bug,  souless,  pitiless 
and  murderous  at  heart. 

Aid  in  Elimination  Sought 

"Arson,  therefore,  is  a  condition  governed 
only  by  the  conscience  and  the  particular 
state  of  the  bank  account,  the  most  para- 
mount incentive  of  which  is  over-insurance. 

"The  crime  of  arson  is  on  a  par  with 
murder  and  treason  and  carries  a  heavy 
penalty.  The  man  who  commits  arson  is  a 
cold  deliberate  perverted  criminal.  Arson 
cannot  be  committed  in  the  heat  of  passion, 
neither  by  accident  nor  unintentionally. 
A  man  who  will  deliberately  set  fire  to  his 
or  any  other  man's  property  to  destroy  the 
same  or  to  collect  fire  insurance,  is  a  man 
possessed  of  a  wicked,  malignant  and  felon- 
ious heart  and  conscience. 

"Here  in  Portland  during  1914,  16  lives 
were  lost  by  fire  and  §1,762,41)3.46  in 
property.  The  per  capita  loss  in  the  United 
States  in  1914  was  $2.25,  while  in  Euro^ie 
in  1913  it  amounted  to  only  33  cents.  In 
Portland  in  1914  it  was  $6.67. 

"The  number  of  fire  alarms  in  Portland 
during  May,  1913,  was  134,  while  the  same 
month,  1914,  through  the  vigilance  of  the 
arson  squad  the  number  of  alarms  were 
reduced  to  75. 

"The  citizens  of  this  city  should  do  all  in 
their  power  to  back  up  and  assist  Fire 
Marshal  Stevens  and  his  assistants  in  their 
ettbrts  to  suppress  the  firebug." 


Mortgages  not  easily  "lifted"  cause 
"fi'iction"  which  starts  fires.  This  may  be 
also  true  of  mortgaged  automobiles  as  well 
as  houses  and  furniture. 
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Civic   League    of   Improvement    C.    &   A. 
Report 

To  the  officers  and    members  of  the  Civic 
League     of     Improvement     Clubs     and 
Associations  of  San  Francisco. 
Gentlemen : 

The  plans  and  specifications  for  the  new 
engine  houses  on  Powell  street  between 
Pacific  avenue  and  Broadway  and  on  Post 
street  between  Polk  and  Larkin  streets, 
mentioned  in  our  report  of  April  8th  last. 
have  been  passed  upon  by  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  and  contracts  for 
building  same  will  be  let  during  this 
month. 

Senator  Thos.  F.  Finn's  bill  providing  for 
state  assistance  in  maiutainingthe  fire  boats 
in  San  Francisco  bay  is  still  awaiting  the 
Governor's  signature  and,  as  the  measure 
is  only  fair  to  San  Francisco,  being  that  all 
the  cities  around  the  bay  receive  the  pro- 
tection, your  committee  recommends  that 
the  League  urge  the  governor  to  immediate 
action. 

New  Central  Fire  Alarm  Station 

A  visit  to  the  new  central  fire  alarm 
station  in  Jefferson  square  on  Wednesday 
last  enables  us  to  give  the  following  infor- 
mation : 

The  building,  being  constructed  of  steel 
frame  and  concrete  with  tile  roof,  metal 
doors  and  window-sash  with  wire  glass,  is 
what  is  termed  of  fireproof  construction  and, 
being  situate  in  about  the  middle  of  the 
square,  is  sufficiently  detached  to  be  out  of  all 
danger  from  any  conflagration.  The  appar- 
atus, although  it  will  not  be  comjjlete  for 
some  two  months,  is  now  and  has  been 
since  March  1st  of  this  year,  handling  all 
alarms  of  fire  in  the  city  without  trouble  of 
any  kind. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  James  M. 
Barry,  chief  of  the  department  of  electricity, 
we  were  given  a  detailed  explanation  of  the 
workings  of  the  station,  by  which  it  appears 
that  all  possible  provisions  against  interrup- 
tions have  been  made.  For  instance,  the 
supply  of  electric  current  can  be  obtained 
from  four  separate  sources,  viz.,  the 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Co.,  City  Electric  Co., 
from  storage  batteries  in  the  basement,  aud 
by  generator  driven  by  a  gasoline  engine 
in  the  basement. 


The  employees,  seventeen  in  number, 
work  in  three  shifts  of  eight  hours  each, 
there  being  eight  operators,  including  one 
chief  operator,  four  telephone  operators  and 
five  repair  men. 

There  are  now  672  fire  alarm  boxes  or 
stations  distributed  throughout  the  city  and, 
in  July,  when  all  the  switches  are  to  be  in 
at  the  central  station,  another  100  boxes 
will  be  in  operation  there. 

Two  circuits  run  from  the  central  station 
to  each  engine  house,  one  called  a  tappet 
and  the  other  the  alarm  or  "joker"  circuit 
to  detect  breaks  or  other  defects.  Each 
engine  house  is  notified  of  every  alarm 
received  from  boxes  and  a  perfect  control 
is  kept,  showing  the  position  of  each  appar- 
atus and  crew  at  all  times. 

Nearly  all  of  the  central  station  apparatus 
was  made  in  the  city's  own  shop,  now 
located  at  264  Golden  Gate  avenue,  and, 
while  the  workmanship  seems  to  be  of  the 
best,  we  are  informed  that  the  cost  has 
been  very  low.  Mr.  Barry  has  promised 
us  a  statement  at  an  early  date  showing 
the  total  cost  of  the  building  and  mainte- 
nance, which  will  be  embodied  in  a  future 
report.  He  has  also  requested  that  we 
again  call  the  public's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  alarms  sent  through  the  regular  boxes 
are  much  more  effective  than  telephone 
messages. 

Regarding  the  report  that  the  city  of  Los 
Angeles  has  adopted  the  two  platoon  system 
for  its  fire  department,  your  committee  will 
communicate  with  Mr.  Ely,  the  fire  chief 
there,  to  ascertain  facts  and  figures  as  to 
wages  paid,  etc. 

Respectfully, 
Committee  on  Fire  Protection, 
Fire  Department  and  Fire  In- 
surance, 

G.  Trittenbach,  chairman. 
E.  T.  Figel. 


Late  and  authoritative  estimates  of  the 
damage  done  in  southern  California  by  the 
recent  ground-shudders  are  as  low  as  $500,- 
000. 


Sprinklered  risks  losses  continue  light  and 
Justify  the  fij.dit  for  this  cla.ssy  business  by 
the  sassy  mutuals. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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Industrial 

"Hints  to  Agents  of  Industrial  Life  Insur- 
ance Companies,"  by  the  Spectator  Co.  of 
New  York.  Price  50  cts.  The  author  is 
W.  Meador,  Jr.  We  read  that  a  good  man 
for  the  industrial  business  must  have  integ- 
rity, sobriety  and  adaptability. 

"The  solicitor  makes  many  acquaintances 
and  friends  among  good  people." 

"Remember  that  each  man,  woman  or 
child  has  a  different  temperament." 

"The  stuiy  of  human  nature  can  be  so 
developed  that  an  agent  can  glance  at  a 
man  and  can  size  him  up  instantly." 

"Do  not  miss  any  house,  no  matter  how- 
it  looks  on  the  outside." 

"Never  under  any  conditions  knock  an- 
other company." 

"Train  yourself  to  your  work.  Know  the 
ins  and  outs  of  the  insurance  business." 

"Find  joy  in  the  business  you  write  to- 
day— not  what  you  intend  to  write  tomor- 
row." 

'  'No  man  will  ever  be  considered  for  pro- 
motion who  does  not  move  until  he  is 
pushed." 

"There  is  a  wild,  splendid,  intoxicating 
joy  that  follows  a  day's  work  well  done." 

"Arrears  ai'e  the  thermometer  of  the  in- 
dustrial insurance  business.  They  are  never 
stationary  and  are  going  either  up  or  down 
and  change  every  week." 

"There  are  two  kinds  of  agents — those 
who  are  always  getting  ready  to  land  a 
prospect  and  those  who  go  ahead  and  do 
it." 

"Tlie  vast  field  of  insurance  is  open  to  the 
man  who  fits  himself  for  it,  and  there  is  no 
power  on  earth  to  keep  down  a  successful 
man.  To  be  a  successful  man  one  must  use 
his  opportunities." 

"Never  under  any  provocation  lose  your 
temper,  especially  with  a  woman,  and  you 
will  habitually  cultivate  a  good-natured  dis- 
position." 

These  brevities  selected  at  random,  indi- 
cate a  book  full  of  useful  hints,  worth  the 
price  to  any  insurance  agent. 


Confidence  vs.  Common   Sense 

Jones  was  a  prosperous  cattleman.  He 
was  also  a  shrewd  fellow,  who  knew  a 
bargain  when  he  saw  one.  While  out  in 
the  country  on  business,  he  noticed  a  bunch 
of  fine  Whitefaces,  and  among  them  an 
especially  fine  steer  calf.  He  wanted  that 
calf  bad  enough  to  buy  it,  and  immediately 
drove  up  to  the  farm  house  to  see  what  he 
could  do. 

Smith  was  a  lantern-jawed  man  with  chin 
whiskers  and  a  cold,  suspicious  eye.  He 
'lowed  he  didn't  care  to  sell.  Both  men 
strolled  across  lots  to  the  pasture.  Leaning 
over  the  fence,  they  watched  the  cattle  and 
got  acquainted.  Finally  Smith  admitted 
that  this  particular  calf  was  registered  stock, 
and  that  he  would  consider  a  sale. 

Jones  didn't  know  the  farmer  very  well, 
and  was  too  cautious  to  close  any  deal  in  a 
hurry.  He  offered  to  deposit  the  money  in 
his  bank,  to  be  paid  over  when  the  pedigree 
was  furnished.  These  terms  made  Smith 
so  angry  that  he  chewed  his  straw  up  and 
spit  it  out. 

"You  pay  me  first,"  he  insisted,  "and 
you  can  have  your  money  back  if  that  calf 
ain't  worth  every  cent  of  it." 

Jones  tried  to  explain  his  reasons,  which 
were  sound,  but  Smith  refused  to  listen. 
"I  don't  do  business  that  way,"  he  snorted, 
"I  ain't  got  that  much  confidence  in  human 
natur'." 

" 'Tain' t  confidence  you  need,"  retorted 
Jones,  "It's  common  sense.  There  ain't 
no  need  for  either  of  us  to  get  cheated — 
that's  why  I  ofi"ered  to  put  the  money  in  my 
bank.  If  you  can't  see  it  that  way,  w'y,  all 
right.     Guess  I'll  be  driving  on. " 

Not  long  after  the  steer  calf  incident,  an 
insurance  salesman  drove  up  to  the  Jones 
ranch.  He  found  the  cattleman  hospitable 
enough,  but  indifferent  when  insurance  was 
discussed.  Jones  prided  himself  upon  know- 
ing a  good  proposition,  and  had  scorned  most 
life  insurance  plans,  because  he  couldn't  be 
sure  he  would  get  what  he  paid  for. 

He  sat  up  and  took  notice,  however,  when 
the  Arnett  Abstract  was  explained.     When 
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he  was  informed  that  the  money  would  be 
placed  in  escrow  at  the  bank  uniil  the  policy 
came,  to  be  refunded  if  the  policy  did  not 
comply  with  the  terms  of  the  abstract,  Jones 
became  deeply  interested. 

That  plan  of  transacting  life  insurance 
business  was  right  in  line  with  his  own 
lovel-headed  ideas.  He  became  enthu- 
siastic over  it,  and  gained  such  complete 
confidence  that  he  increased  his  first  appli- 
cation from  $5,000  to  §10,000.  —  Arnett's 
Annotations. 


Amarillo  National   Life    Single   Premium 
Policy 

State  examiners  in  a  recent  report  say: 
"The  company  issues  a  single  premium  life 
policy  and  takes  a  note  from  the  insured 
due  in  twenty  years  for  the  gross  premium. 
On  the  back  of  each  single  premium  note  a 
credit  is  entered  of  the  amount  shown,  in 
column  3,  corresponding  to  age  of  entry, 
which  sum  the  agent  is  supposed  to  collect 
in  cash  at  time  (but  the  entries  show  that 
in  many  cases  this  partial  payment  is  also 
evidenced  by  a  note)  and  out  of  which  he 
receives  his  commission.  For  illustration : 
Age  thirty,  gross  premium,  $375;  first  pay- 
ment, §27.78;  leaves  net  amount  §347.22. 
Under  the  terms  of  the  note  the  insured  is 
required  to  pay  §3.26  for  term  insurance 
each  year  for  twenty  years,  and  §16.14  in- 
terest each  year  on  §347.22  or  at  the  rate  of 
.465,  making  a  total  of  §19.40. 

"Since  under  the  terms  of  this  (special) 
agreement  the  single  premium  note  is  cov- 
ered by  term  insurance  for  twenty  years, 
leaving  the  original  policy  payable  in  event 
of  death,  it  is  very  evident  that  at  the  end 
of  twenty  years,  all  interest  having  been 
promptly  paid,  the  cash  value  of  the  policy 
will  be  the  reserve  or  single  premium  at 
attained  age  less  the  indebtedness.  For 
illustration:  Age  thirty  at  issue,  the  cash 
value  would  be  §508.49  less  §347.22,  or 
§161.27.  In  other  words,  stripped  of  all 
its  frills,  at  age  thirty,  the  insured  has  a 
policy  paying  in  event  of  death  during 
twenty  years,  $1,000  and  cash  at  end  of 
twenty  years  of  $161.27." 

The  examiners  declined  to  allow-  these 
notes  as  assets  and  put  the  reserve  on  the 


basis  of  a  20-year  term  policy  plus  pure 
endowment. 

The  officers  of  the  company  say  tiiis 
policy  gives  much  better  results  than  the 
standard  policy  and  has  enabled  their 
agents  to  defy  the  twister  and  the  man 
who  boasts  of  a  bettter  policy. 

The  Amarillo's  net  surplus  is  now  $69,895 
and  the  capital  is  §150,000,  making  the  sur- 
plus to  policyholders  nearly  half  the  ad- 
mitted assets.     This  is  a  good  showing. 


California 

Year 

1914  .  . 

1913  .  . 

1912  .  . 

1911  .  . 

1910  .  . 

1909  .  . 

1908  .  . 

1907  .  . 

1906  .  . 

1905  .  . 

1904  .  . 
1903  . 

1902  .  . 

1901  .  . 

1900  .  . 


New    Life    Business, 

Amount  Written  Xc 

.  .  §9S, 83 1,035  .  .  .    , 

.  .  97,868,666  .  .  .    , 

.  .  85,162,790  .  .  .    , 

.  .  62,932,692  .  .  .    , 

.  .  54,379,797  .  .  .    . 

.  .  48,341.166  .  .  .    . 

.  .  40,-568,218  ... 

.  .  37,219,800  .  .  .    . 

.  .  36,284,407  .  .  .    . 

.  .  51,534,852  .  .  .    . 

.  .  59,142,7S4  .  .  .    . 

.  .  55,439,540  .  .  .    . 

.  .  41,508,991  .  .  .    . 

.  .  32,950,280  .  .  .    . 

.  .  29,770,386  .  .  .    . 


Ordinary 

.  of  Policies 
48,676 
43,678 
36,016 
27,279 
24,365 
21,766 
17,253 
17,130 
23.734 
32.701 
38,542 
31,666 
21,283 
15,251 
14,087 


Some  years  ago  we  pointed  out  the  bad 
condition  of  the  American  Temperance  Life 
Association  and  predicted  its  failure.  It 
was  then  fighting  just  claims  and  its  deatii 
rate  was  high  and  growing.  As  previously 
announced  in  these  pages  the  New  York 
state  insurance  department  is  now  in 
charge  of  the  defunct  as  a  receiver.  With 
nearly  $200,000  liabilities,  it  is  probable 
that  the  claimants  will  be  paid  less  than 
50  cents  on  the  dollar.  The  members  of 
this  association  have  beeh  alleged  "total 
abstainers"  from  liquids  containingalcoliol, 
excepting  "patent  medicines."  It  would 
therefore  be  interesting  and  instructive  to 
learn  what  the  actual  deaths  to  "expected" 
have  been.  The  insurance  in  force  (some 
$5,000,000)  has  not  tempted  any  society  to 
offer  to  reinsure  the  American  Temperance 
Life. 


We  are  always  pleased  to  receive  insur- 
ance clippings  from  local  papers.  Accept 
our  thanks  now.  ■ 
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State  of  New  York  Insurance  Depart- 
ment on  Equitable  Life 

Albany,  July  1,  1915 
Superintendent     of     Insurance    Jesse  S. 
Phillips  today   issued   the    following  state- 
ment  in  reference  to  the   Equitable    Life 
Assurance  Society  of  the  United  States : 

I  have  been  asked  what  I  think  about  the 
acquisition  of  the  majority  of  stock  of  The 
Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  by  Mr. 
Dupont  and  of  his  desire  to  bring  about  a 
mutualization  of  the  society. 

Having  just  assumed  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  state  superintendent  of  insurance, 
naturally  my  thoughts  on  the  subject  are 
not  as  mature  as  they  may  be  later,  as  I 
have  more  opportunity  to  discuss  the  matter 
thoroughly  and  in  detail  with  the  experts 
of  the  department. 

Mutualization 

From  my  present  opinion  and  somewhat 
imperfect  knowledge  of  what  the  depart- 
ment attempted  to  do  when  the  elder  Mr. 
Morgan  purchased  the  stock,  I  may  say  I 
am  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  mutualiza- 
tion movement,  and,  so  far  as  the  statutes 
and  my  position  will  allow  me,  will  gladly 
co-operate  to  have  effected  any  plan  which 
is  of  real,  and  not  merely  theoretical,  bene- 
fit to  the  policyholders. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  stock  would  remove  any  cause 
for  uneasiness  arising  because  of  its  present 
existence  and  the  possibility  of  its 

Sale  or  Resale 

and  if  it  can  be  retired  in  a  manner  satis- 
factory to  all  parties  in  interest,  I  would 
regard  it  as  an  achievement.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  stock  in 
any  life  insurance  corporation  is  property  in 
the  hands  of  the  stockholder,  in  the  same 
sense  that  stock  in  any  corporation  is,  and 
that  the  same  cannot  be  retired  except  by 
paying  therefor.  The  question  of  the  price 
to  be  paid  for  the  same  is,  so  far  as  the 
policyholders  are  concerned,  the  vital 
question  to  be  considered  in  any  proposed 
mutualization  plan. 

Surplus  Must  Not  Be  Impaired 

Section  95  of  the  insurance  law,  which 
provides  the  method  for  the  mutualization 
of  a  stock  company,   provides   that    in   no 


event  can  such  a  price  be  paid  for  stock  as 
will  reduce  the  assets  of  the  company  below 
its  total  liabilities.  If  mutualization  is 
eflfected,  the  assets  of  the  company  and 
hence  the  security  to  policyholders,  will  be 
reduced  by  the  price  paid  to  retire  the 
stock;  so  that  in  any  plan  of  mutuatization 
the  value  placed  upon  the  stock  is  an 
important  factor.  If  the  value  placed  is  low 
and  reasonable,  the  elimination  of  the  stock 
would  be  desirable;  if,  on  other  hand,  the 
price  asked  will  actually  reduce  the  surplus 
of  the  company  so  as  to  affect  the  security 
of  the  policyholders,  then  the  question  of 
what  the  company  has  to  gain  by  mutualiza- 
tion is  very  pertinent. 

Department  Will  Protect  Policyholders 

While  from  the  circumstances  surround- 
ing the  Equitable  I  feel  that  if  mutualization 
could  be  accomplished  it  would  be  desirable, 
the  public  and  the  policyholders  should  not 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that,  whether  the 
society  is  stock  or  mutual,  its  conduct  as  a 
life  insurance  corporation  will  be  the  same. 
It  will  be  bound  by  the  same  laws  regard- 
ing investments  and  general  limitations,  as 
the  same  may  apply,  which  are  now  thrown 
about  the  life  insurance  business.  The 
New  York  insurance  laws  are  very  stringent, 
and  the  department  is  amply  equipped  to 
see  that  they  are  observed.  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to  see  to  it  that  they  are  observed  in 
letter  and  in  spirit.  This  applies  to  the 
Equitable  and  to  all  companies  under  the 
supervision  of  the  department.  The  rights 
and  interests  of  policyholders  will  have  my 
just  consideration,  and  to  that  end  all 
transactions  will  be  subjected  to  the  closest 
scrutiny,  and  if  any  action  is  necessary  to 
protect  the  policyholders'  interest  in  any 
company,  the  public  may  rest  assured  that 
such  action  as  the  law  and  the  facts  warrant 
will  be  taken. 


The  New  York  state  insurance  superin- 
tendent gives  us  a  new  aspect  of  the 
Equitable  Life  problem,  towit:  Is  mutualiza- 
tion desirable  if  its  cost  be  too  high?  If, 
for  a  possibility,  nearly  all  the  actual  surplus 
be  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  $100,000  capital 
stock?  So  much  money  as  $8,000,000  were 
better  retained  as  security  to  the  policy- 
holders. 
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California  Life  Insurance  i 

n  Force 

nuary  1 

Amount 

Xo.  of  Policies 

1915  .    . 

$555,971,756  .    .    . 

260,824 

1914  .    . 

525,483,410  .    .    . 

241,472 

1913  .    . 

459.131,112  .    . 

209,222 

1912  .    . 

402,680,989  .    . 

185,146 

1911  .    . 

391,875,291  .    . 

169,397 

1910  .    . 

33-5,225,707  .    . 

156,225 

1909  .    . 

303.651,156  .    . 

141.802 

1908  .    . 

303,058,614  .    . 

141,091 

1907  .    . 

295,433,138  .    . 

139,629 

1906  .    . 

292,875,726  .    . 

139,046 

1905  .    . 

274,704,286  .    . 

129,946 

1904      . 

239,838,747  .    . 

107,815 

1903  .    . 

200,836,670  .    . 

83,976 

1902  .    . 

176,271,625  .    . 

71,800 

1901  .   . 

158,157,035  .    . 

66,100 

In  the  Pacific  Mutual  News  for  July  is  a 
very  sensible  contribution  by  John  Newton 
Russell,  Jr.,  manager  of  the  home  office 
general  agency,  on  "How  to  Secure  Busi- 
ness in  Country  Districts."  "We  are  told: 
"It  is  an  ideal  field  for  the  beginner  to  cut 
his  teeth."  "The  average  farmer  is  more 
receptive  and  agreeable  than  his  city 
brother."  Many  agents  are  successful  in 
the  country  but  would  fail  in  the  city.  It 
is  much  easier  to  sell  life  insurance  in  the 
country  today  than  a  few  years  ago.  "The 
high  pressure  agent  with  a  special  privilege 
policy  is  almost  a  thing  of  the  past."  As  a 
rule  more  than  two  strong  interviews  mean 
a  waste  of  time.  Close,  if  possible,  every 
case  on  first  interview.  Don't  have  the 
appearance  of  "a  city  man."  Post  yourself 
about  farming.  Keep  away  from  religious 
and  political  arguments.  Country  work  is 
invigorating.  Fresh  air,  changes  of  scen- 
ery, and  interviews  broken  by  pleasant 
rides,  all  go  to  add  to  the  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  experienced  in  writing  country 
business. 


The  Royal  Life  of  Chicago  began  business 
fourteen  months  ago,  after  receiving  $282,- 
983  from  stockholders  and  paying  $136,771 
for  promotion  expenses.  Some  $73,000 
more  was  paid  in  by  stockholders  and  about 
$78,500  by  policyholders  in  the  first  eight 
months.     These  made  over  $434,000  receipts, 


with  a  trifle  over  $100,000  left  on  January  1, 
1915.  Deducting  liabilities,  the  sum  left  to 
which  the  unlucky  stockholders  could  lay 
claim  was  $66,400,  or  a  little  more  than  one- 
sixth  of  the  total  contributed  by  them. 
The  president's  profits  are  large.  The 
stockholders  will  probably  lose  all  the 
money  they  have  invested  in  Alfred  Clover's 
company. 


California  Life  Business 

In  ten  years  California  "ordinary"  life 
new  business  written  has  increased  66  per- 
cent, but  the  number  of  new  policies  has 
increased  only  26  percent.  In  the  previous 
four  years  the  number  of  new  policies  in- 
creased 171  percent  and  the  amount  of  new 
insurance  over  100  percent. 

In  1900  the  average  new  policy  amount 
was  $2,030. 

In  1914  the  average  new  pohcy  amount 
was  $2,113. 


From  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Company  we  have  received  several  pamph- 
lets devoted  to  health  conservation. 
"The  Safety  First  "Wonder  Book"  is  a  series 
of  picture  lessons,  designed  to  teach  chil- 
dren how  to  avoid  accidents.  "Pellagra" 
treats  of  the  cause,  namely  wrong  feeding, 
and  the  cure,  right  feeding,  of  this  per- 
nicious disease.  One  circular  treats  of 
diphtheria,  its  prevention  and  cure. 
Another  pamphlet,  "The  Visiting  Nurse 
Service,"  t^lls  of  the  humane  work  of  the 
Metropolitan  in  extending  this  service  to 
its  industrial  policyholders.  Not  only  does 
the  service  restore  the  policyholder  to 
health,  but  it  also  teaches  him  the  ))rinci- 
ples  of  sanitation  and  hygiene.  A  fifth 
circular  is  a  discourse  on  the  "Welfare 
Work"  conducted  by  the  Metropolitan  for 
the  benefit  of  its  employees.  From  it  we 
learn  that  the  company  employs  17,500  men 
and  women,  3,800  of  which  are  in  the  home 
office.  The  average  salary  of  the  male 
clerks  is  $22.21;  that  of  female  clerks  is 
$11.06.  This  circular  concludes  with  the 
assurance  that  "in  sickness  and  in  health, 
in  life  and  in  death,  the  company  guards 
its  employees.'' 
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410,000     Licensed     Insurance    Agents    in 
the  United  States  and  British  America 

An  estimated  total  of  409,698  licensed 
insurance  agents  in  United  States  and 
Canada  has  been  compiled  by  the  commis- 
sion in  charge  of  the  World's  Insurance 
Congress  events  of  the  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  from  data  furnished 
by  the  insurance  commissioners  of  the 
various  states.  This  is  probably  the  first 
time  that  any  attempt  has  been  made  to 
arrive  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the  number  of 
licensed  agents.  The  great  total  does  not 
cover  home  office  officials,  adjusters,  medi- 
cal examiners,  clerks,  stenographers,  other 
members  of  office  force  or  those  connected 
with  fraternal  organizations.  Possibly 
2,000,000  persons  derive  their  livelihood 
from  the  insurance  business  in  the  Dominion 
and  tlie  Union. 


Illinois  leads  in  the  number  of  insurance 
licenses  issued,  some  60,000.  California  has 
35,000  licenses.  The  number  of  actual 
agents  is  believed  to  be  about  half  the 
number  of  licenses  issued. 


The  juries  in  the  five  Ford  auto  cases 
decided  against  the  insurers,  of  course.  The 
plaintiff  has  attached  company  funds  in 
agents  hands,  and  several  companies  have 
therefore  canceled  all  insurance  on  Ford 
properties.  Appeals  taken.  Ford  is  the 
man  who  charges  too  much  for  his  machines 
and  who  is  trying  to  collect  too  much  from 
his  fire  insurers. 


Valdez  Fire. — The  business  section  of  Val- 
dez,  Alaska,  was  destroyed  July  15. 
Valdez  is  a  village  on  Prince  William  sound, 
and  was  the  Coast  terminus  of  the  old 
Fairbanks- Valdez  trail  into  the  lower  Yukon. 
There  has  been  dry  weather  for  several 
weeks,  and  the  buildings  therefore  burned 
like  tinder.  Dynamite  was  used  by  the 
fire-fighters.  The  chief  losers  were  the 
dock  company  and  S.  Blum  &  Co.  The 
number  of  buildings  burned  was  50.  The 
total  loss  is  $250,000. 


Church  Company  Not  a  Success 

The  new  Catholic  &  General  of  Great 
Britain  is  to  be  absorbed  by  another  com- 
pany. The  manager  of  the  C.  &  G.  says: 
"It  was  found,  as  time  went  on,  that  the 
securing  of  Catholic  insurances  in  sufficient 
volume  was  a  task  of  much  greater  difficulty 
tlian  had  been  anticipated." 


Bad  Failure 

The  Property  Ins.  Co.  of  England  failed 
with  £97,000  book  assets  worth  £7,400, 
with  which  to  pay  £300,000  proved  debts. 
The  shareholders  lost  about  $200,000  or 
£40,000.  The  company  had  over  $500,000 
premium  income.  The  Property  was  or- 
ganized to  supply  cheap  insurance. 


Royal  Annexes  Hudson  Bay 

The  Royal  Ins.  Co.  has  bought  the  Hudson 
Bay  Ins.  Co.  of  Vancouver,  B.  C,  and  will 
continue  it  as  a  distinct  company.  The 
reinsured  company  has  been  energetically 
managed. 


Cruelty 

A  movement  has  begun  for  3  or  5  minute 
talks  at  the  National  Life  Men's  Meet  in 
San  Francisco.  Whether  3  or  30,  the 
result  is  cruelty — either  to  the  bursting 
speaker  or  to  his  unfortunate  hearers. 


Pro    Rata    Cancellation    for    the    Insured 

The  Boston  Board  has  granted  the  owners 
of  a  big  sprinklered  risk  the  privilege  of 
cancelling  pro  rata  at  any  time  within  a 
year. 


Denver. — Colorado  now  has  in  effect  local 
fire  agency  qualification  law,  similar  to  the 
New  Hampshire  law  recently  printed  in  the 
Coast  Review.  All  policies  must  be  counter- 
signed by  a  hcensed  resident  agent,  who 
must  receive  the  full  commission. 

The    Prudential   of  England  applied    for 
$15,000,000  of  the  new  British  war  loan. 
Oregon. — Hail  insurance  is  permitted. 
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Half-Yearly  Figures 

The  Fidelity- Phenix  Fire  Ins.  Co.  reports 
as  of  July  1st  $16,142,508  assets,  $4,851,843 
net  surplus,  $7,351,843  policyholders'  sur- 
plus, and  $7,710,568  reinsurance  or  un- 
earned premium  reserve,  compared  with 
January  1st  figures.  Earh  of  these  items 
is  a  large  gain  in  six  months,  notably  so 
in  assets  and  surplus. 

The  Continental  Ins.  Co.  reports  as  of 
July  1st  $28,380,393  assets,  $15,309,317  net 
surplus,  $17,309,317  policyholders'  surplus, 
and  $9,691,037  reinsurance  or  unearned 
premium  reserve.  These  are  large  gains 
over  the  corresponding  items  in  the  annual 
statement  of  January  1st.  The  surplus 
gained  nearly  $1,000,000. 


Another  San  Francisco  Reduction 

As  announced  some  time  ago,  the  Board 
of  Fire  Underwriters  has  been  preparing  a 
further  reduction  in  San  Francisco  rates  in 
recognition  of  improved  fire  protection. 
This  time  the  average  reduction  is  about 
eight  percent. 


Fighting  Reciprocals 

The  Texas  insurance  commissioner  is 
making  a  strong  fight  on  reciprocal  or  inter- 
insurance  exchanges.  Some  thirty-three 
have  quit. 


The  recent  F.  U.  A.  P.  Lecture  Course 
evening  in  the  Board's  assembly  room  in 
the  Merchants  Exchange  building  brought 
out  a  goodly  attendance.  The  subject  was 
"Unprofitable  Classes."  Papers  were  read 
by  R.  L.  Countryman,  August  Benkie,  Geo. 
L.  Morton,  John  S.  Talcott  and  P.  S.  TV. 
Ramsden,  associate  members.  There  was 
also  some  talk  by  J.  A.  Berger  and  J.  H. 
Martin  on  "Special  Hazards."  Tliis  meet- 
ing was  exceptionally  interesting  and  in- 
structive, and  it  lasted  a  half  hour  longer 
than  usual. 

Every  bright  and  ambitious  local  agent 
should  send  to  Coast  Review  for  a  copy  of 
Uncle  William  Sexton's  breezy,  practical 
book  on  "Fire  Insurance."  See  full  page 
advertisement. 


Bad  Records  and  High  Expenses 

50  Percent  Expense  Ratio  in  Some  States 

Regarding  the  article  in  Tuesday's  issue 
about  "Bad  Records,"  Manager  E.  G.  Rich- 
ards, of  the  North  British  &  Mercantile  In- 
surance Company,  says  to  The  Journal  of 
Commerce : 

"Your  article  is  presumably  intended  to 
show  the  unprofitableness  for  the  past  five 
years  of  the  states  of  Arkansas,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  South  Carolina  and  Texas,  but 
it  is  unfortunately  incorrect  in  one  very 
important  respect — viz:  that  the  ratio  of 
expense  to  the  companies  for  doing  busi- 
ness in  those  states  is  much  greater  than 
the  figures  you  have  presented.  It  would 
seem  that  the  figures  represent  the  average 
expense  ratio  for  the  United  States,  whereas 
the  ratio  of  expense  state  by  state  varies 
very  much ;  such  variation  ranging  from  32 
percent  in  soixie  to  as  high  as  48  percent  or 
even  50  percent  in  other  states. 

"The  company  of  average  size  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  states  you  have  quoted  does  not 
escape  with  less  than  a  38  percent  expense 
ratio  in  Texas  and  Mississippi,  while  in 
Alabama  (which  is  one  of  the  highest  taxed 
states  in  the  Union)  few  companies  transact 
business  therein  for  less  than  45  percent, 
and  to  some  the  cost  is  even  more.  The 
same  is  true  of  Arkansas  and  South  Caro- 
lina. If  the  actual  cost  of  doing  business  in 
each  state  was  known  to  the  public  and  the 
insurance  companies  as  accurately  as  is  the 
loss  cost,  the  time  for  legislation  relieving 
the  public  and  the  companies  from  existing 
laws  that  increase  the  cost  of  insurance  both 
in  loss  and  expense  would  be  nearer  at 
hand. 

"It  must  be  plain  that  the  states  whose 
loss  and  expense  costs  are  low  suffer  an 
injustice  when  the  expense  of  doing  busi- 
ness therein  is  fixed  at  the  average  for  the 
United  States.  What  would  our  state 
statistics  be  worth  if  losses  were  similarly 
treated  and  we  had  no  definite  knowledge 
of  the  loss  cost  state  by  state?" 


Bonanza,  near  Dawson. — Some  3,500  cords 
of  wood  burned.  Possibly  because  it  cost 
$13  a  cord. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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Pennsylvania   Fire   Ins.  Co. 

Ninety  years  old  is  this  flourishing  Phila- 
delphia company.  Its  charter  is  being 
amended  and  the  company  will  write  (besides 
fire)  marine,  windstorm,  hail  damage, 
sprinkler  leakage,  automobile,  etc.,  insur- 
ance. This  will  increase  the  Pennsylvania 
Fire's  already  large  premium  income. 

The  assets  exceed  8  millions,  and  the 
surplus  as  regards  policyholders  is  some  3 
millions.  The  net  surplus  is  nearly  three 
times  the  capital.  The  premium  income 
gained  over  $200,000  last  year,  advancing  to 
$3,648,191. 

On  this  Coast,  Manager  Osborn  increased 
the  department's  premium  income  to  $349,- 
000,  with  a  moderate  loss  ratio. 


Rates  Restored  in  Visalia 

Visalia,  Cal.,  has  been  for  six  years  an 
underwriters'  "open  town."  There  have 
been  no  rates.  A  free-lance  local  agency 
started  slashing  and  slashed  so  deep  that 
the  wound  has  taken  six  years  to  heal.  All 
rates  were  cancelled  and  a  "free  for  all 
fight"  followed.  The  reckless  free-lancer 
suffered  most,  gaining  nothing  and  losing 
much. 

The  lesson  was  a  bitter  one.  The  example 
has  been  doubtless  of  wide  and  instructive 
service,  although  at  Stockton,  recently,  it 
seemed  as  if  another  Visalia  example  might 
be  necessary. 

Visalia  is  now  being  surveyed  by  a  staff 
of  Board  employees.  New  rates  for  the 
little  fruit-land  city  will  soon.be  in  force. 


Many  goslings  were  initiated  at  a  meeting 
of  the  San  Francisco  Blue  Goose  pond,  re- 
cently. The  ceremonies  were  excruciating. 
The  goslings  were  driven  up  to  the  edge  of 
the  pond  and  all  their  pin  feathers  pulled. 
Each  then  laid  down  a  large  fee  and  whis- 
pered "Now  I  am  a  Goose."  He  was  then 
given  the  password,  and  Past  Perfect  Gan- 
der Williams  put  into  his  buttonhole  the 
badge  of  distinction,  a  perpetual  invitation 
to  enter  the  wet  pool. 


New  Bankers  Life  Policy  Forms 

The  Bankers  Life  Company  of  Des  Moines 
issued  on  July  1st  a  complete  set  of  new 
policy  forms  which  show  several  important 
changes  as  compared  with  those  previously 
in  use.  The  most  important  of  the  new 
features  is  the  provision  for  dividends  pay- 
able at  the  end  of  the  first  policy  year.  The 
change  is  made  to  encourage  renewals  and 
is  expected  to  be  of  great  benefit  in  pre- 
venting lapses.  Another  new  provision 
grants  the  right  to  have  a  policy  paid  up 
either  as  a  full  paid  life  contract  or  matured 
as  an  endowment.  The  new  policies  are 
without  restrictions  as  to  residence  and 
travel.  The  only  restrictions  remaining  are 
those  as  to  military  and  naval  service. 

Settlement  options  are  more  elastic  and 
better  for  the  beneficiary.  They  provide 
that  any  part  of  the  policy  not  less  than 
$1 ,000  may  be  used  under  any  of  the  options 
and  for  different  beneficiai-ies.  For  ex- 
ample: A  man  may  make  a  policy  payable 
to  wife  and  daughter  with  different  options 
for  each. 


The  Knights  of  Honor  is  in  dire  distress 
but  is  making  a  manful  struggle  to  live.  It 
has  levied  an  extra  assessment,  payable  in 
August,  and  will  levy  increased  assessments 
thereafter.  This  fraternal  insurance  order 
has  always  collected  inadequate  rates — and 
now  death  claims  are  increasing  far  ahead 
of  the  income.  The  order  is  now  insolvent, 
owing  $200,000  claims  in  excess  of  its  assets. 
A  postal  card  vote  is  being  taken  to 
determine,  by  promises  to  pay  increased 
assessments,  whether  the  order  can  survive. 
We  predict  failure.  Nobody  likes  to  pay 
increased  assessments,  not  even  if  the  new 
rates  are  adequate. 


The  stamp  tax  will  probably  bring  the 
average  fire  insurance  expense  ratio  up  to 
41  plus  this  year. 


Reno. — The  Inter-State^Life  is  organizing 
here.  Some  of  the  promoters  are  California 
life  men.  Stock  is  being  offered  and  sold. 
We  hope  that  later  the  buyers  will  not  also 
be  "sold."  It  is  understood  that  at  an  early 
day  this  company  will  "run  over"  into 
Utah  and  California.  Nevada's  population 
of  100,000  will  not  support  a  life  com- 
pany. 
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American  Eagle  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

The  Fidelity  Underwriters,  now  under- 
written by  the  Continental  and  the  Fidelity- 
Phenix,  will  be  incorporated  as  the  Ameri- 
can Eagle  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  of  New  York,  with 
$1,000,000  capital  and  $1,000,000  net  surplus. 
The  incorporators  include  Henry  Evans, 
George  E.  Kline,  David  Eumsey  and  others. 

The  position  of  the  new  company  will 
further  be  strengthened  by  ample  reinsur- 
ance facilities  eflfected  with  the  Continental 
Insurance  Company  and  the  Fidelity- 
Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York.  The  Fidelity  Underwriters  originated 
as  a  legitimate  means  for  the  protection  of 
the  existing  business  and  the  benefit  of  the 
established  agencies  of  the  Fidelity  Fire 
when  that  company  consolidated  with  the 
Phenix. 

President  Evans,  addressing  the  agents 
of  the  Fidelity  Underwriters,  says: 

"Since  then,  many  underwriters  agencies 
have  been  organized  and  a  large  number  of 
them  have  been  used  to  create  an  artificial 
and  undesirable  condition  in  the  business 
rather  than  to  continue  established  rights 
of  companies  and  their  agents.  We  are 
not  willing  to  have  our  business  confused 
with  such  underwriters  agencies  as  are  con- 
ducted for  purposes  of  unfair  competition 
and,  therefore,  we  have  determined  to  pro- 
vide the  capital,  surplus  and  corporate 
responsibility  which  will  place  this  busi- 
ness upon  the  firm  foundation  of  the  older 
traditions  of  fire  insurance  in  this  country." 


Carson,  Nev. —  Sam  P.  Davis,  humorist, 
pressman  and  politician  who  never  drinks, 
has  been  appoiuted  examiner  plenipotenti- 
ary by  the  insurance  department  of  Nevada 
with  instructions  to  visit  the  Exposition  and 
milk  the  California  cow.  The  companies 
will  pay  his  expenses,  including  a  wheel- 
chair and  attendant  and  ear-trumpet  at  the 
great  fair.  You  will  recognize  Mr.  Davis 
by  his  benign  looks,  gray  hair,  spectacles, 
and  copy  of  Joe  Miller's  Joke  Book.  If 
there  is  anything  the  California  companies 
need  it  is  a  special  examination  Iiy  Davis  of 
Nevada.  Other  commissioners  and  their 
friends  who  want  to  visit  the  Exposition 
will  sit  up  and  take  notice. 


The  Dibble  Suit  Against  the  Reliance 
Life.  —  The  California  supreme  court  has 
reversed  the  superior  court  ruling  for 
plaintifi"  widow  but  only  as  to  a  demurrer 
which  should  have  been  overruled.  The 
policy  was  incontestable  after  one  year,  and 
it  became  a  claim  after  one  year.  It  still 
looks  as  if  the  defendant  Reliance  must  pay 
the  widow  her  $5,000. 


Damaged  Revenue  Stamps. — To  our  cor- 
respondent in  Honolulu:  Tlie  government 
will  refund  for  inadvertently  damaged 
revenue  stamps.  Y'our  letter  mi^^laid  by 
removal  of  our  office  to  122  Halleck  street. 
Government  will  not  refund  for  lost  stamps. 


Denver. — The  state  industrial  commission 
of  Colorado,  run  by  politicians  hoping  to 
keep  their  jobs,  abuses  the  liability  com- 
panies as  wasteful,  extravagant  and  incom- 
petent, taking  42  cents  out  of  every  100  of 
premiums  for  commissions  and  expenses. 
Gee  whiz!  this  seems  to  apply  to  fire  insur- 
ance too.  Possibly  the  Colorado  job-hunt- 
ing can't-earn-a-salary  politicians  are  pre- 
paring to  have  the  state  furnish  more  jobs 
by  engaging  in  fire  insurance  also. 


A  San  Francisco  jitney  driver  collided 
with  other  autos  and  spun  away  down 
street  and  swiftly  turned  corners  in  an  eff"ort 
to  escape  arrest.  Incidentally  and  "acci- 
dentally" he  strewed  the  asphaltum  and 
the  basalt  with  his  passengers,  who  were 
shot  outward,  at  every  reeling  turn.  A 
dozen  persons  were  hurt  by  jitneys  in  San 
Francisco  and  Oakland  in  a  single  day. 
Pretty  soon  the  insurers  will  begin  defend- 
ing damage  suits  and  paying  damages. 


In  1914  in  the  United  Kingdom  only  6 
passengers  were  killed  by  accidents  to  rail- 
way trains.  Some  322  were  injured. 
Passengers  killed  by  other  accidents  were 
119,  making  the  total  125.  The  safest  place 
appears  to  be  on  a  moving  train,  for  84 
persons  were  killed  while  on  business  at 
stations. 


Buy  an  automobile  and  die  the  death  of 
an  aristocrat — or  a  fool. 
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Phoenix  Home  Office  Building 

Pi'operLy  facing  the  state  capital  in  Hart- 
ford has  been  bought  by  the  Phoenix  Ins. 
Cc.  for  a  home  otHce.  The  Connecticut 
Fire  will  also  have  offices  in  the  new  build- 
ing. 


The  Glorious  Fourth 

San  Francisco's  celebration  was  unevent- 
ful. One  fire  is  thought  to  have  been 
caused  by  children  playing  with  fireworks, 
at  976  Florida  street. 

Sacramento,  despite  the  protests  of  the 
underwriters,  permitted  firecrackers  and  a 
noisy  old  style  Fourth  celebration.  The 
city  council  permitted  the  discharge  of 
firecrackers  in  the  parks  but  of  course  this 
restriction  was  disregarded.  Four  fires 
were  caused  by  firecrackers,  with  a  loss  of 
$2,500.  The  loss  might  easily  have  been 
much  larger. 

Speaking  of  this  matter  the  June  Coast 
Review  said  prophetically:  "Permission  for 
firecrackers  in  the  Sacramento  parks  will 
result  in  their  discharge  in  other  parts  of 
the  city  where  fires  may  be  started." 

Press  reports  indicate  8  deaths  and  177 
personal  injuries  in  the  United  States  due 
to  Fourth  of  July  celebration.  In  1914  the 
record  was  9  and  601. 


Wenatchee,  Wash.,  June  30. — The  Cash- 
mere Fruit  Growers  Union  has  begun  the 
erection  of  a  warehouse  58  x  280  feet,  one 
story,  of  interlocking  hollow  tile,  with 
basement,  costing  |17,500. 


Portland,  July  1. — Twenty-eight  saloons 
went  out  of  business  today.  There  are  still 
298  licensed  saloons,  which  must  quit  open 
selling  of  beer,  wine  and  spirits  December 
31  or  before. 


Concrete,  Wash.,  July  1. — Half  the  busi- 
ness section  of  Concrete  is  in  ashes  today, 
following  a  disastrous  fire  which  started 
shortly  before  midnight  last  night,  doing 
damage  estimated  at  $40,000. 


An  I.  W.    W.'s    Son    Sets    Stockton    Fires 

Stockton,  Cal.,  July  5. — After  a  series  of 
incendiary  fires  in  this  city,  two  boys  have 
been  arrested  and  a  third  is  being  sought. 
The  boys  in  custody  are  Fred  Suhr  and 
Charlie  Hughes,  both  of  whom,  the  officers 
say,  have  virtually  confessed  responsibility 
for  several  of  the  recent  fires.  Suhr  is  the 
sixteen-year-old  son  of  S.  D.  Suhr,  now 
serving  a  life  term  in  Folsom  penitentiary 
for  the  murder  of  the  Yuba  county  district 
attorney  in  the  hop-field  riot.  "Like  father, 
like  son." 


The  German  Fire  of  Pittsburg  has  rein- 
sured its  Coast  business  in  the  Phoenix  of 
Hartford  and  retired  from  this  field. 


The  Springfield  and  Newark  will  soon 
have  offices  at  150  Sansome,  next  to  the 
London  Assurance. 

Tlie  North  British  is  now  writing  fire  and 
theft  insurance  on  automobiles. 

The  Hamilton  Fire  of  Canada  has  been 
reinsured  by  the  Liverpool  &  London  & 
Globe.  The  Hamilton  will  now  join  the 
Canadian  Fire  Underw.  Assn. 

Some  four  Coast  states  furnish  400  dele- 
gates to  the  Exposition  convention  of  the 
United  Artisans  convention  last  week.  This 
is  a  Portland,  Or.,  fraternal  society. 

The  Federal  of  New  Jersey  has  one  Percy 
Chubb  for  its  head  and  for  its  secretary  one 
Max  Grander.  We  wonder  if  anybody  calls 
the  president  Chubby  and  his  secretary 
Grunter. 

San  Francisco's  jitney  ordinance  has  been 
validated  by  the  California  supreme  court. 
Each  jitney  driver  must  put  up  $10,000 
bond  by  a  responsible  surety  corporation 
and  not  by  Mr.  Rockefeller  or  Mr.  Morgan. 
The  city  dads,  says  the  court,  have  a  right 
to  stipulate  that  the  surety  shall  be  cor- 
porate and  not  personal.  The  $10,000  bond 
will  cover  the  actual  loss  if  not  more  than 
ten  jitney-bus  riders  are  killed  or  maimed 
in  one  accident.  Probably  the  surety  com- 
panies will  not  be  required  to  pay  jitney 
claimants  more  than  $10,000  a  day  in  San 
Francisco.  Only  very  poor  folks  who  can't 
aflford  an  automobile  ever  ride  in  rushing, 
rattling,  jagging  jitneys. 
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COMMERCIAL  UNION  ASSURANCE  CO. 

Large  Gains  in  Assets,  Surplus,  Premiums 
and  Income 

The  Commercial  Union  of  London,  which 
also  controls  other  companies,  has  $66,226,- 
977  admitted  assets,  with  $51,356,381  liabili- 
ties. The  liabilities  under  the  life  depart- 
ment are  $30,597,600.  This  figure  represents 
the  exclusive  life  department  funds,  and 
leaves  the  fire  or  general  assets  $35,629,377. 

The  paid  up  capital  is  $1,485,600.  The 
reinsurance  reserve  is  $6,939,100.  Other 
liabilities,  exclusive  of  the  life  department, 
bring  the  total  up  to  $20,758,781.  This 
leaves  $14,870,596  cash  surplus  to  policy- 
holders, wherewith  to  meet  general  and 
conflagration  losses. 

Tlie  net  premium  receipts  were  $16,535,- 
833  and  the  losses  paid  were  $7,989,590,  or 
less  than  50  percent. 

The  United  States  branch  made  large 
gains  last  year.  Assets  and  premiums  in- 
creased about  $2,000,000  each— the  former 
to  $9,204,053  and  the  latter  to  $6,759,321. 
The  surplus  funds  in  this  country  amount 
to  $2,183,449. 

On  this  Coast  the  Commercial  Union's 
business  increased  to  $610,492  fire  prem- 
iums, a  large  gain.  The  loss  ratio  in  this 
field,  both  as  to  received  and  earned  prem- 
iums, is  low.  E.  T.  Niebling  is  manager 
of  the  Pacific  department,  R.  C.  Medcraft 
is  assistant  manager,  and  William  Ireland 
is  marine  secretary.  The  Palatine  and  the 
Commercial  Union  of  New  York  are  also 
represented,  and  a  total  of  $908,238  fire 
premiums  was  written  by  the  department 
last  year. 

The  San  Francisco  Brokers  Exchange  will 
test  a  ruling  made  by  the  state  insurance 
commissioner,  to  the  eflFect  that  they  must 
renew  licenses  voluntarily  paid  although 
there  was  no  legal  obligation.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  a  new  law  would  be  passed  at 
Sacramento.  The  brokers  supported  tlie 
bill  and  caused  the  fee  to  be  advanced  to 
$10;  but  the  bill  did  not  become  a  law. 
This  leaves  the  state  insurance  commissioner 
without  any  authority  in  the  matter.  He 
seems  to  be  a  poorly  advised  official. 


Death   of  an   Old   Board   Employee 

Death  is  sometimes  a  man's  kindest 
friend.  It  ends  suffering  and  gives  per- 
fect rest.  Oscar  Dornin,  formerly  cashier 
of  an  Oakland  bank  and  auditor  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  since  its  or 
ganization,  was  freed  from  pain  and  sank 
to  rest  at  his  home  in  Berkeley  on  July  7. 
The  cause  of  death  appears  to  have  been 
necrosis.  The  removal  of  the  left  arm  and 
part  of  the  shoulder-blade  of  the  unfortu- 
nate gentleman  gave  merely  temporary  re- 
lief. The  deceased  was  71  years  old  and 
had  been  actively  employed  and  apparently 
well  until  his  last  illness.  The  funeral  was 
private.  Dr.  Brooks  recited  the  psalm  "The 
Lord  is  My  Shepherd,"  after  which  the  choir 
sang  "Abide  With  Me."  Then  followed  an- 
other prayer  and  a  contralto  solo,  "He  giV- 
eth  His  Beloved  Sleep,"  and  the  concluding 
prayer  by  Dr.  Brooks. 

The  pallbearers  were  Messrs.  DuVal,  Hop- 
kinson,  Baird,  Mills  and  Howard  Smith. 
The  house  was  filled  with  flowers  sent  by 
friends  and  associates. 

Tlie  widow  later  sent  this  appreciative  let- 
ter to  the  office  associates  of  the  deceased : 

To  the  Office  Force  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers : 
In  the  name  of  my  dear  husband,  who  ever  had 
the  best  interests  of  your  welfare  at  heart,  let  me 
express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  beauti- 
ful floral  tribute  to  his  memory. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)     Mary  Miller  Dornin. 
July  Ifith. 

Oscar  Dornin  was  a  genial  spirit,  a  man 
of  wit  and  culture,  of  pleasing  address  and 
fitting  story,  whose  work  in  life,  now  fin- 
ished, was  always  well  done. 


The  German  of  Peoria  has  just  been  ex- 
amined and  found  to  have  $775,514  admitted 
assets,  a  decline  of  $287,042  since  January 
1.  The  net  surplus  is  $2,334,  a  loss  of 
nearly  $55,000  in  the  six  months.  This 
company's  loss  ratio  last  year,  to  earned 
premiums,  appears  to  have  been  over  100 
percent.  Heavy  losses  have  been  incurred 
this  year.  The  company,  which  is  non- 
board,  will  confine  its  business  to  its  home 
and  two  or  three  adjacent  states. 


COMMERCIAL  UNION 

ASSURANCE  COMPANY,  Ltd. 

OF  LONDON 

Statement  of  the  Condition  and  Affairs  for  the  Year  Ending  Dec.  31,  1914 

GUARANTEED  CAPITAL,         -        -        -        $14,750,000 
PAID    UP   CAPITAL,        -----        1,475,000 

ASSETS 

Stocks,  Bonds,  etc..  Owned $     15,794,525  00 

Loans  on  Bonds  and  Mortgages 341,377  35 

Real  Estate  Owned 4,139,928  55 

Cash  in  Banks 3,090,543  00 

Premiums  in  Course  of  Collection     . 5,138,288  12 

Assets  of  Life  Department 30,597,600  94 

All  Other  Assets 7,124,714  62 

TOTAL  ADMITTED  ASSETS $      66,226,977  58 

Uncalled  Guaranteed  Capital $13,275,000  00 

TOTAL  RESOURCES $79,501,977  58 

LIABILITIES 

Reinsurance  Reserve $      6,939,100  00 

Unpaid  Losses 2,192,044  04 

Liabilities  Under  Life  Department 30,597,600  94 

.  Debenture  Stock  and  All  Other  Liabilities 11,627,636  76 

TOTAL   LIABILITIES $51,356,381  74 

Net  Surplus $  13,395,595  84 

CASH  SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS $14,870,595  84 

INCOME 

Net  Premiums $  16,535,833  78 

Interest 1,645,998  04 

Income  of  Life  Department,  etc.    .       5,338,622  42 

TOTAL   INCOME $23,520,454  24 

EXPENDITURES 

Losses  Paid $  7,989,590  80 

Dividends  to  Stockholders 1,386,653  65 

Commissions 1,436,355  75 

Taxes,  Salaries  and  Other  Expenses 4,263,186  76 

Expenditures  of  Life  Department 2,790,027  37 

Alterations,  Repairs  and  Other  Expenditures 453,255  33 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES $18,319,069  66 

Assets   in    United  States     ....      $9,204,052  75 
Surplus   in   United  States    ....      $2,183,448  96 

Pacific  Coast  Branch:     558  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Manager 

R.    C.    MEDCRAFT,    Assistant    Manager 
WILLIAM    IRELAND,     Marine    Secretary 

t^"  San  Francisco  1906  Conflagration  Losses  Paid  $  2,452,644  00 
t^~  Premiums  Written  Since  Organization  ....  $334,283,887  00 
IW  Losses  Paid  Since  Organization $194,663,052  00 

TOTAL  OF  ALL  ASSETS $133,872,520 

ALL  PACIFIC  COAST  LOSSES  PAID  PROMPTLY  THROUGH  BRANCH  OFFICE  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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Sudden  Death  of  James  R.  Quick 

The  Pacific  Coast  has  lost  one  of  its  very 
best  fire  insurance  field  men.  James  E. 
Quirk  was  operated  on  for  appendicitis  in 
Spokane,  and  soon  thereafter,  on  July  20, 
died  from  the  effects  of  the  surgical  opera- 
tion. The  widow,  three  daugViters  and  one 
son  survive  the  husband  and  father. 

Mr.  Quick  was  a  native  of  Nevada  county, 
Cal.,  and  was  42  years  old.  The  remains 
were  brought  to  San  Francisco  and  are  now 
in  a  vault  in  a  cemetery  in  San  Mateo 
county. 

For  twenty-one  years  —  all  his  business 
life,  the  deceased  was  an  employee  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company.  For 
twelve  years  he  held  various  positions  in  the 
office,  in  all  of  which  he  showed  industry 
and  efficiency;  but  his  real  worth,  his  true 
vocation  in  life,  remained  to  be  shown  in 
field  work  as  special  agent.  For  nine  years, 
until  his  death,  Mr.  Quick  was  an  ideal 
field  worker.  He  was  energetic,  tireless, 
thoughtful  and  conscientious.  He  made 
friends  and  kept  them,  in  his  field,  which 
embraced  Washington,  the  panhandle  of 
Idaho  and  eastern  Britisli  Columbia.  As  a 
special  agent  he  was  an  underwriter,  as  an 
adjuster  he  was  diplomatic,  courteous, 
shrewd  and  just. 


of  its  industrial  policyholders.  Many  visitors 
rest  and  loiter  at  this  handsome  Metro- 
politan booth. 


Metropolitan  Life's  Beautiful  Fair 
Exhibit 

One  of  the  very  beautiful  exhibits  in  the 
Exposition  at  San  Francisco  is  that  made  by 
the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company, 
in  the  Palace  of  Mines.  It  is  called  "The 
Welfare  Exhibit,"  and  covers  a  large  floor 
area.  Replicas  of  the  famous  Metropolitan 
tower  and  clock,  from  which  the  chime  bells 
ring  in  New  York,  are  at  the  front,  and  in 
the  center  is  an  arch  supported  by  fluted 
columns.  The  walls  are  covered  with 
illustrated  charts  and  colored  transparencies, 
presenting  pictures  and  particulars  of  the 
company's  great  welfare  work.  A  relief 
map  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  is 
illuminated  by  tiny,  twinkling  electric  bulbs 
wherever  the  company's  special  visiting 
nurse  service  is  maintained  for  the  benefit 


Francis  Sent  to  an  Asylum 

Guy  Francis,  for  many  years  with  the 
Connecticut  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  recently  fell  ill 
with  Brights  disease,  accompanied  by 
arterial  sclerosis  and  rupture  of  a  blood 
vessel  in  the  brain.  Mr.  Francis's  intellect 
became  impaired  and  his  friends,  on  the 
advice  of  the  best  physicians,  had  him 
officially  examined  as  to  his  sanity.  He  was 
duly  pronounced  insane  and  is  now  a  ward 
of  the  state  of  California  at  the  Agnews 
hospital  for  the  insane.  As  other  blood- 
vessels will  rupture  in  the  brain  of  the 
patient,  it  is  not  expected  that  he  will  sur- 
vive many  months.  Alas!  the  vanity  of 
human  life  and  ambition. 


An  Experience  With  a  Washington 
Mutual 

An  agent  of  the  Merchants  Fire  Associa- 
tion, a  former  mutual  of  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington, persuaded  William  Sidebotham — of 
King  county,  we  believe — to  insure  his  little 
store  in  that  make-believe  concern.  Side- 
botham's  store  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  insured  wrote  to  the  mutual  people, 
but  got  no  reply.  Then  he  brought  suit. 
Seemingly,  only  technical  defenses  were 
interposed.  Judgment  for  S.  in  the  lower 
courts.  The  Merchants  mutual  appealed. 
But  in  vain. 

The  supreme  court  of  Washington  decided 
against  the  Merchants  Fire  Association. 

The  amount  sued  for  was  $800.  The 
stock  company  which  had  a  policy  on  the 
building  paid  within  ten  days;  the  mutual, 
with  a  policy  on  the  merchandise,  after 
two  and  a  half  years'  time  had  not  paid  a 
cent.  Meantime,  the  resistance  by  this 
mutual  cost  its  suing  policyholder  about 
$200. 

The  supreme  court  was  severe  in  its 
strictures.  It  said  that  the  action  of  the 
officers  "looks  like  intentional  effort  to 
deceive." 


Life  is  not  being  but  doing — or  being  done. 
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The  Fireman's  Fund  Record  of  late  issue 
gives  a  beautiful  picture  in  colors  of  the 
company's  beautiful  new  building.  It  is 
just  the  way  the  new  home  office  looks. 
The  construction  is  fire  proof.  There  is 
also  a  picture  of  the  original  building, 
except  that  the  "mansard"  has  been  added, 
making  it  a  five-story.  Fine  portraits  are 
given  of  President  Faymonville,  Vice  Presi- 
dent Levison,  Secretary  Weinmann,  Assist- 
ant Secretary  Blanchard,  Assistant  Secretary 
French,  Treasurer  Gardener,  Marine  Secre- 
tary A.  W.  FoUansbee,  General  Adjuster 
Thompson  and  General  Auditor  Page. 

*  *         * 

Col.  Miles  is  happy  in  New  York — but  he 
is  not  getting  richer  very  fast,  for  he  is  in- 
terested in  the  printing  business.  Who  ever 
heard  of  a  rich  printer? 

*  *         » 

The  Citizens  of  Baltimore  has  quit  the 
fire  business  but  it  still  exists.  Its  former 
Coast  general  agents,  Macdonald  &  Miles, 
are  suing  the  company  for  §17,000  alleged 
damages,  caused  by  its  retirement  while  the 
general  agency  contract  for  three  years  still 
had  a  year  and  a  half  to  run.  Good  luck  to 
the  plaintifls  is  our  cordial  wish. 
»         »         * 

And  now,  in  this  war  time,  here  comes 
the  army  worm  which  is  eating  up  the 
California  shade  trees  where  the  ther- 
mometer registers  116  in  the  shade. 

*  »         * 

The  late  Oscar  Dornin  was  a  cousin  of 
the  late  George  D.  Dornin. 

*  »         * 

John  F.  Bailey,  treasui-er  of  the  Spectator 
Co.,  died  last  week  from  blood  poisoning 
caused  by  pricking  a  pimple  with  a  scarf 
pin.  Mr.  Bailey  had  traveled  all  over  the 
country  for  his  paper. 

»         »         » 

I  hear  that  some  foreign-born  people  in 
this  country  are  boycotting  insurers  from 
some  other  country,  A  German  entered  a 
local  agency  up  North  and  said  "Don't  re- 
new my  policy  in   that  British     company. 


Put  me  in  an  American  company."  The 
Royal's  agent  asked,  "How  would  the 
Queen  of  New  York  do?"  and  the  patriotic 
Fatherlander  answered,  ''Yah,  dot  viU  do." 

*  *         » 

As  no  foreign  company  can  remove  its 
assets  from  this  country,  nor  be  allowed 
to  become  and  remain  impaired,  as  long  as 
it  has  a  dollar  of  unexpired  insurance,  there 
is  no  ground  for  any  uneasiness  because  of 
the  European  war.  United  States  branches 
are  virtually  separate  companies.  Boycott- 
ing by  the  adherents  or  sympathizers  or 
antagonists  of  the  warring  nations  is  foolish 
and  worse,  because  it  hurts  the  friends  and 
co-sympathizers  of  the  boycotters  them- 
selves. 

»         »         * 

San  Francisco. — The  concrete  fire-engine 
house  at  Drum  and  Sacramento  sts.  succeeds 
the  old  wooden  shack.  Forty  men  are 
stationed  here.  All  machines  are  motor 
driven.  President  Fogarty  of  the  fire  com- 
mission presided  at  the  dedicatory  services. 

*  «         * 

Seattle, — The  mayor  favors  slashing  the 
fire  department  budget  S2o,000. 
»         «         * 

A  physician  for  the  insane  says  that 
though  golf  causes  profanity  it  is  a  cure  for 
insanity.  We  always  thought  it  caused  both. 
Possibly  the  golfer,  usually  erratic,  is  subject 
to  an  alternating  current  of  sanity,  pro- 
fanity, insanity  and  (the  cure)  sanity  (tem- 
porary) . 

«         »         * 

Ah  there,  Conductere,  punch  with  cere 
the  long  transfere  of  the  passengere  bound 

for  the  Fere. 

*  »         * 

Be  a  "mixer" — not  necessarily  a  cocktail 
mixer,  which  sometimes  makes  you  want  to 
cUmb  a  tree;  but  a  mixer  in  the  social  sense; 
because  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry,  whom  you 
meet,  can't  hurt  you  unless  you  are  willing, 
and  may  help  you  by  boosting. 
»         »         » 

Perfect  digestion  casteth  out  fear. 
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Increased  Rates  at  Fresno 

Losses  in  Raisin  Town,  always  high,  have 
recently  betin  more  than  normally  bad.  Tlie 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific 
has  therefore  issued  new  rates  for  Fresno, 
somewhat  advanced. 

The  city  fire  department  is  inadequate  in 
equipment.  It  has  not  kept  pace  with  the 
growth  of  Fresno.  Tlie  fire  chief's  urgent 
request  for  additional  apparatus  has  met 
with  no  response  by  the  authorities.  The 
fire  department  is  therefore  confessedly 
unable  to  handle  big  fires. 


23-23-13 

The  superstitious  policyholder  of  the 
Bankers  Life  had  $13  coming  to  him  and 
requested  a  check  for  $12.99  instead  of  one 
calling  for  the  hoodoo  number.  Comment- 
ng  on  this  incident,  a  policyholder  who  is 
not  superstitious  says: 

"If  the  party  above  had  had  my  policy  in 
the  Bankers  Life,  I  presume  he  would  have 
let  it  lapse.  My  policy  number  is  23-23-13 — 
a  double  skidoo  hoodoo — but  I  have  had  the 
policy  for  eight  years  and  am  still  alive  and 
paying  premiums." 


New   York    State    Life    Insurance   Report 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  July  26,  1915. 

Part  II,  the  Life  volume  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  New  York  State  Insurance 
Department,  covering  the  business  of  1914, 
was  issued  today  by  Superintendent  of  In- 
surance Phillips. 

It  appears  that,  at  the  close  of  business 
for  the  year,  the  life  companies  were  pos- 
sessed of  §4,636,774,621  of  admitted  assets; 
an  increase  of  $219,476,410  over  1913.  The 
liabilities,  excluding  gross  surplus  and 
special  funds  of  $272,4-57,473,  were  $4,364,- 
317,147;  an  increase  of  $203,955,160  over 
the  previous  year. 

The  total  income  was  $874,360,605;  an 
imcrease  of  $34,063,163.  The  amount  of 
premiums  received  was  $653,920,893,  or 
$25,270,682  more  than  in  1913.  The  com- 
panies disbursed  in  1914  $644,316,757,  being 
$48,318,516  more  than  in  1913;  of  that 
amount  $480,716,511  was  paid  to  policy- 
holders,   while    the    cost     of  management 


(including  shareholders'  dividends )  was 
$163,600,246. 

There  were  1,012,957  "ordinary"  policies 
issued  and  paid  for  during  1914,  with  insur- 
ance of  $1,826,691,741.  Compared  with 
1913,  there  was  a  decrease  of  2,110  in  the 
number  of  policies  written,  revived,  etc., 
and  of  $29,773,240  in  the  amount  of  insur- 
ance. There  were  50,676  more  policies 
terminated  in  1914  than  in  1913  and  $119,- 
182,488  more  insurance. 

The  total  number  of  "ordinary"  policies 
in  force,  on  December  31,  1914,  was  7,849,- 
680  insuring  $14,933,150,899;  a  net  increase 
of  397,526  policies,  and  of  $628,512,107  in 
insurance.  The  amount  of  "industrial" 
insurance  in  force  was  $3,844,405,740,  being 
an  increase  of  $187,802,631;  making  a  total 
increase,  for  both  classes  of  business,  of 
$816,314,738. 

The  business  of  1914  as  a  whole,  taking 
into  consideration  the  deplorable  state  of 
affairs  in  Europe  and  the  somewhat  un- 
favorable business  conditions  of  the  past 
year  in  this  country,  shows  that  the  solidity 
and  well  being  of  the  life  companies  report- 
ing to  this  department  cannot  be  unfavor- 
ably affected  in  a  great  degree  even  by  such 
extraordinary  contingencies  as  the  European 
war  presents.  It  has  grown  much  too  stable 
for  that,  and,  except  perhaps  in  the  event 
of  some  world-wide  and  long  continued 
financial  panic  or  disaster,  will  without 
doubt  continue  to  show  the  usual  satisfactory 
results  at  the  clase  of  each  succeeding  year. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  present 
highly  efficient,  careful  and  conservative 
management  of  the  companies  as  a  whole  is 
not  exceeded  by  that  of  any  other  class  of 
corporations  doing  business  in  this  country 
or  probably  for  that  matter  in  the  world. 


A  Kentucky  court  holds  that  if  a  company 
reinsures  (as  a  life  company)  the  applicants 
for  insurance  are  justified  in  rejecting  the 
policies  when  delivered. 


The  New  York  state  insurance  depart- 
ment favors  the  mutualization  of  the 
Equitable  Life  "if  it  can  be  accomplished 
without  a  serious  depletion  of  the  surplus." 
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EXPECTATION    OF    LIFE 

According  to  the  American  table  of  mortality,  used 
as  a  basis  for  issuing  insurance  policies,  the  follow- 
ing shows  the  expectation  of  life  at  various  ages  (not 
medically  examined  and  selected) : 

Death  Death 

Rate       Expecta-  Rate    Expecta- 

Per         tation  of                        Per  tion  of 

Age        1000           Life  Age  1000  Life 

10  7.49           48.72  53                 16.33  18.79 

11  7.52           48.08  54                 17.40  18.09 

12  7.54           47.45  55                 18.57  17.40 

13  7.57           46.80  56                 19.88  16.72 

14  7.60           46.16  57                 21.33  16.05 

15  7.63           45  50  58                 22.94  15.39 

16  7.66           44.85  59                 24.72  14.74 

17  7.69           44.19  60                 26.69  14.10 
IS             7.73           43.53  61                 28.88  13.47 

19  7.76           42.87  62                 31.29  12.86 

20  7.80           42.20  63                 33.94  12.26 

21  7.85           41.53  64                 36.87  11.67 

22  7.91           40.85  65                 40.18  11.10 

23  7.96           40.17  66                 43.71  10..t4 

24  8.01     39.49  67       47.65  10.00 

25  8.06     38.81  68       52.00  9.47 

26  8.13     38.12  69       56.76  8.97 

27  8.20     37.43  70       61.99  8.48 

28  8.26     36.73  71       67.66  8.00 

29  8.34     36.03  72       73.73  7.55 

30  8.43     35.33  73       80.18  7.11 

31  8.51     34.63  74  87.03  6.68 

32  8.61     33.93  75       94.37  6.27 

33  8.72     33.21  76  102.31  5.88 

34  8.83     32.50  77  111.06  5.49 

35  8.95     31.78  78  120.83  5.11 

36  9.09     31.07  79  131.73  4.74 

37  9.23     30.35  80  144.47  4.39 

38  9.41     29.62  81  158.60  4.05 

39  9.59     28.90  82  174.30  3.71 

40  9.79     28.18  83  191.56  3.39 

41  10.01     27.45  84  211.36  3.08 

42  10.25     26.72  85  235..55  2.77 

43  10..52     26.00  86  265.68  2.47 
41     10.83     25.27  87  303.02  2.18 

45  11.16     24.54  88  346.69  1.91 

46  11.56  23.81  89  395.86  1.66 
23.08  90  454..54  1.42 
22.36  91  532.47  1.19 
21.63  92  634.26  .98 
20.91  93  734.18  .80 
20.20  94  8.57.14  .64 
19.49  95     1,000.00  '  .50 


47  12.00 

48  12.51 

49  13.11 

50  13.78 
•51  14.54 
52  15.39 


We  are  sending  out  250  sample  copies  of 
the  Coast  Review  to  new  fire,  life  and 
casualty  agents,  who  are  invited  to  ask  us 
for  our  special  offer  to  new  subscribers. 


Coast  Loss  Ratio  Higher 

Fire  losses  continue  unabated,  indeed'  a 
little  heavier.  Offices  generally  report  a 
slight  decrease  in  premiums  and  some  in- 
crease in  the  loss  ratio  for  the  first  half  of 
1915  as  compared  with  the  first  half  of  1914. 
July  losses  have  been  numerous  and  total- 
ling high.  Loss  ratios  of  the  principal 
offices  are  ranging  from  50  plus  to  60  plus. 
"We  imagine  that  the  average  is  near  55 
percent. 


San  Francisco  Premiums 

The  half  year's  San  Francisco  city  fire 
premiums  are  about  the  same  as  for  the 
same  six  months  of  1911.  Some  oflices  show 
quite  a  decline  and  others  show  some  in- 
crease. The  city  is  growing  and  the  risks 
assumed  are  increasing,  while  the  premium 
rates  are  being  decreased. 


A  pearl  above  price  is  the  woman  who  can 
simultaneously  make  breakfast  toast  with- 
out burning  it,  and  coffee  without  letting  it 
"boil  over,"  and  boil  eggs  without  making 
them  hard.  She  (possibly)  deserves  suffrage 
and  (certainly)  a  good  husband. 


Eighty-five  percent  of  California's  popula- 
tion live  in  cities  and  towns.  The  other  15 
percent  work  for  a  living. 


Index  of  Important  Legal    Rulings 

Page 

Canton  v.  I.  T.  Co.,  Jan 3 

Commissions,  Jan 2 

Woods  V.  Ins.  Co.  S.  of  Penn.,  Jan 5 

Appraisement,  Jan 6 

Husband  and  Wife,  Jan 7 

Divorced  Wife,  Jan 8 

Death  by  Robbers,  Jan 8 

Niece  No  Ins.  Int.,  Feb 53 

No  Questions  Askt  as  to  Ins.  Int.,  Feb.  ...  53 
Misrepresentation  as  to  Model  of  Auto,  Feb.  .  53 
Responsibility  for  Discharged  Agent,   Feb.  53 

Mortgagee's  Right,  Feb 54 

Conveyance  and  Reconveyance,  Feb 54 

Abandonment,  Feb 54 

Brokers'  Liability,  April 1 32 

Automobile  Jumping  Bank,  April  .132 

Insured's  Overvaluation,  April 140 

Bill  of  Sale,  April 141 

Cancellation,  April 142 

Death  by  Removing  Fire,  April 143 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 
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CHIPS 

— A  foreign  fire  and  marine  company  is 
making  inquiries  with  a  view  to  entering 
California. 

— Among  the  fraternal  societies  making  a 
good  convention  showing  in  this  San  Fran- 
cisco fair  year  is  the  Fraternal  Brotherhood 
with  a  3-days'  session. 

— J.  H.  Lenehan,  formerly  Western  man- 
ager for  the  Phenix,  has  been  visiting  the 
San  Francisco  Fair.  He  now  represents 
the  Nord  Deutsche  (North  German). 

— The  California  insurance  commissioner 
gave  his  office  actuaries  the  "job"  of  examin- 
ing the  Western  States  Life.  Why  didn't 
he  employ  the  New  York  man  in  this  case 
al.so? 

— Every  manager  should  have  a  copy  of 
Wm.  Sexton's  "Fire  Insurance"  on  his 
desk.  For  sale  by  the  Coast  Review. 
Leather,  |2.  Name  of  purchaser  in  gilt, 
15  cents  extra. 

— Chas.  D.  Hubbard,  the  Pennsylvania 
special  agent  for  the  Phoenix  Assurance 
Company  of  London,  is  in  San  Francisco 
with  his  family,  visiting  the  Exposition. 
Mrs.  Hubbard  assisted  in  adjusting  Phoenix 
Assurance  1906  conflagration  losses. 

— We  are  now  delivering  "Fire  Insurance," 
by  William  Sexton,  the  veteran  local  agent, 
special  agent,  adjuster  and  manager. 
Flexibly  bound  in  leather,  $2;  in  cloth, 
11.50;  name  in  gold,  one  line,  15  cents 
extra.  Send  money  order,  draft  on  San 
Francisco  or  New  York,  or  add  ten  cents  for 
check  on  local  bank.  Best  book  on  Fiie 
Insurance  ever  published. 

— Among  the  death  claims  recently  paid  by 
the  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  are 
these:  Redwood  City,  Cal.,  Gabriel  Ein- 
stein, $4,516;  Oakland,  Cal.,  Andrew  D. 
Smith,  110,083;  Berkeley,  Fred  S.  Edinger, 
$5,000;  Piedmont,  James  P.  Edaff,  $12,594; 
Miles  City,  Mont.,  Osceola  C.  Cato,  $5,000; 
Seattle,  Wash.,  Edmund  C.  Barke,  $5,000; 
Boston,  Mass.,  Jacob  P.  Bates,  $55,050. 
Total  death  claims  paid  in  four  weeks, 
$1,653,740;  return  to  beneficiaries  over  cost, 
$797,779. 


— "Acknowledgments"  in  our  "ad"  section. 
—The  North  British  &  Mercantile  is  106 
years  old. 

— Seattle.  —  Bakery  at  217  Pike  burned, 
damaging  Snoqualmie  hotel. 
— In  our  Legal  Digest,  page  250,  is  a  sum- 
mary of  the  law  in  the  100  feet  clause. 
— There  are  four  pages  of  fire  insurance  de- 
cisions this  month.  Begin  to  make  a  Legal 
Scrap-Book. 

— The  Bankers   Life  puts   two    more  Cali- 
fornians  on  its  Flyer  for  the  Fair  —  C.  Hol- 
brook  and  A.  L.  Bradley. 
— Fire.  —  Some   extraordinarily    important 
news    or    change   is    predicted   as    due    in 
possibly  three  or  four  months. 
— Insurance  contracts  are  governed  by  the 
same  rules  as  contracts  between  individuals. 
Royal  Ins.  Co.  v.  Okasaki,  177  S.  W.  200. 
— The  Prudential  advertises  nightly  on    its 
big  electric  sign  on  Market  street,  San  Fran- 
cisco, that  it  inaugurated  the  first  monthly 
income  insurance  policy. 

— The  New  Jersey  Fire  has  concluded  to 
remain  in  California,  and  has  appointed  W. 
W.  Alverson  general  agent.  Mr.  Alverson 
now  represents  also  the  New  Brunswick, 
Merchants  of  N.  Y. ,  North  River,  U.  S.  Fire, 
and  Williamsburg  City,  and  writes  a  total  of 
over  $660,000  premiums  in  this  field. 
— Home  office  figures  of  several  companies 
in  late  editions  of  Coast  Review  Fire  Chart 
for  Pacific  Coast.  Specimen  page  in  our  ad 
section.  Did  your  office  send  you  a  copy? 
The  Coast  agent  cannot  discuss  Coast  fire 
insurance  intelligently  and  authoritatively 
without  the  Coast  Review's  Pacific  Fire 
Chart. 

— T.  Ikehara,  secretary  and  manager  of  the 
Yokohoma  Fire,  Marine,  Transit  &  Fidelity 
Ins.  Co.  of  Y(jkohoma,  Japan,  arrived  on 
the  steamship  Tenyo  Maru,  Monday,  July 
26.  He  is  the  guest  of  Manager  Robert  P. 
Fabj  of  the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 
Ins.  Co.  Secretary  Ikehara  is  visiting  San 
Francisco,  enroute  to  Chicago  and  New 
York.  He  was  educated  in  Oxford  and 
Montreal  and  speaks  English  fluently.  The 
Yokohoma  Fire  has  between  seven  and 
eight  million  yens  assets. 
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Exemption  of  Small   Loss  Claims 

The  Chicago  Board  of  Underwriters 
has  for  a  long  time  recognized  this 
principle  in  its  insurance  on  fireproof 
buildings.  In  1905  it  authorized  a  re- 
duction in  rate  on  fireproof  buildings 
of  10  percent,  if  the  property  owner 
would  assume  the  first  loss  of  M  of  1 
per  cent,  or  15  percent  if  the  assump- 
tion was  3^  of  1  per  cent.  The  rule 
provided  also  that  the  property  owner 
should  not  be  allowed  to  cover  this 
risk  elsewhere,  but  must  carry  it  at 
his  own  risk  in  good  faith,  the  pur- 
pose being  to  insure  greater  personal 
care  of  the  property,  in  order  to  avoid 
loss  to  himself.  This  concession  was 
limited  to  fireproof  buildings,  partly 
because  they  are  supposed  to  be  of 
superior  construction  and  mainte- 
nance, and  the  majority  of  losses 
would  be  trivial,  and  also  because 
their  values  are  large  enough  to  justify 
the  bother  of  the  plan.  Under  this 
plan  the  property  owner  gets  a  con- 
cession in  premium  equivalent  to  forty 
times  the  rate  the  company  gets  for 
the  small  proportion  of  the  risk  he 
assumes,  on  a  basis  of  /^  of  1  percent. 
The  amount  he  must  assume  is  fixed 
and  published,  and  must  not  be  less 
than  $1,000. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  similar 
plan  should  be  applied  to  sprinkled 
risks.  There  has  been  objection  to 
this  on  the  part  of  the  local  agents 
carrymg  sucn  risks,  who  hold  that  the 
elimination  of  small  losses,  which  are 
about  all  that  would  be  expected, 
would  tend  to  impair  their  hold  upon 
their  customers,  as  they  count  on  get- 
ting close  to  them  by  satisfactory  hand- 
ling of  the  trifling  losses  which  occa- 


sionally occur.  Sprinkled  risks  are 
usually  of  a  more  hazardous  occupancy 
than  fireproof  buildings  and  small 
losses   are  more   likely  to  occur. 

There  are  many  underwriters  who 
approve  this  plan  of  exempting  trivial 
losses,  partly  because  of  the  avoidance 
of  bothersome  and  expensive  adjust- 
ments, and  also  because  it  tends  to 
increase  the  insured's  care  of  his  own 
property.  They  hold,  however,  that 
the  co-insurance  clause  and  loss  limi- 
tation clause  should  work  together. 
They  suggest  that  universal  co-insur- 
ance should  be  required,  with  reduc- 
tions graded  according  to  the  amount 
of  co-insurance  and  with  a  95  percent 
limit,  every  property  owner  being  com- 
pelled to  carry  at  least  5  percent  of  his 
own  risk.  This  would  operate  as  an 
evener  on  the  contract,  and  would 
eliminate  much  of  the  injustice  in- 
evitable with  the  present  plan  of  vary- 
ing ratios  of  insurance  to  value,  with 
no  adequate  consideration  in  the 
rate. — Insurance    Post. 


The  state  of  Florida  has  taken  over 
the  Florida  Life,  which  may  be  liquid- 
ated. 

Oakland,  July  27. — Western  Medi- 
cine Co.,  East  16th  st.  and  17th  ave., 
stables  and  stores  burned. 

The  companies  interested  in  the 
$1,000,000  insurance  claim  of  estate 
of  Edw.  O.  Painter  (found  drowned 
soon  after  insuring)  have  settled  by 
paying  half  on  a  compromise,  after 
resisting  because  of  evidence  of  suicide. 

Berkeley,  Cal.,  reports  only  $20,000  fire 
loss  for  year  ending  June  30.  This  is 
about  one  dollar  for  every  local  agent  in  the 
city. 
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Our  Exchanges 

An  exchange  not  worth  quoting  from  is 
not  worth  receiving. 

A  fair  exchange  is  no  robber,  as  we  have 
before  remarked. 

The  Market  World  &  Chronicle,  a  strong 
weekly  worth  while,  is  now  the  Economic 
World.  Thus  vanishes  the  old  Chronicle, 
producer  of  the  former  Chronicle  Fire  Tables 
and  of  cartoons.  The  new  name  is  more 
comprehensive  and  sensible. 

To  our  exchanges  who  continue  to  direct 
our  mail  to  the  Merchants  Exchange  — 
please  note  that  we  are  now  at  122  Halleck 
street. 


London. — Insurance  shares  have '  'dipped" 
because  investors  have  preferred  the  new 
war  loan  and  have  sold  their  shares  at  a 
"slump"  price.  Some  wise  folks,  however, 
have  begun  to  buy  extensively  on  the  break, 
and  already  prices  are  steady  and  will  go 
higher.  The  old  level  will  not  be  reached 
until  the  end  of  the  war. 


The  cranks  never  had  a  greater  oppor- 
tunity than  the  present  month.  Our  mail  is 
fioodod  with  frantic  appeals  from  lop-^ided 
males  and  females.  Wicked  rich  men  hope 
to  be  forgiven  by  giving  money  to  these 
cranks.  Hence  all  this  printed  matter 
written  by  "escapes"  crazed  by  the  war. 

Life. — We  reprint  the  California  1914  life 
business  table,  as  the  first  table  contained 
errors  as  reported  by  the  companies.  The 
American  National  figures,  even  now,  are 
mostly  industrial. 

Fire. — The  London  Lloyds  are  fighting 
the  Ford  Factory  Co.  attempt  to  collect 
from  them.  A  jury  decided  that  the  in- 
sured made  an  excessive  claim  for  loss.  Is 
this  the  way  Ford  can  afford  to  pay  double 
wages? 

Our  telephone  number  is  Sutter  1732. 
This  number  you  can  remember  by  thinking 
of  Gen.  Washington's  natal  year.  And  the 
first  fort  in  California  was  built  by  Gen. 
Sutter,  which  name  may  not  rhyme  with 
butter. 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Organized  J 808 


Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  with  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

For  full  inforniatioth  write  the  Company  at 
LOS  ANGELES,   CALIFORNIA 
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Queen 

NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  i,  1915) 
NET  SURPLUS,     " 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 

.      $10,187,030 


E.  F.  BEDDALL 
President 


N.  S.  BARTOW 
Secretary 


4,021,442 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 
Vice-President 


Gross  Assets  ^1^:/  $107,521,857 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  46,783,587 
Net  Surplus  -  -  17,380,987 
Losses  Paid    -    -    260,831,312 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL.  ENGLAND 


Royal 

t Insurance 

0  COMPANY  , 
Limited/ 


DEPARTMENT    OFFICES: 
San  Francisco,  Montreal. 


Boston,    New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

C^~  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOGARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.  KELLAM,  Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL   AGENTS:    Frank   M.    Gilcrest,  H.    R.    Burke,  J.    K.     Urmston 
J.    B.   Walden,  D.  L.    Stewart,   C.    D.   Gabrielson,    E.    P.    Eldred, 
J.   H.    Banks,     F.   J.   Perry,    J.  T.  O'Brien,    R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans  ,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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Main  Offices 

56  Cedar  Street 


ORGANIZED 
APRIL  13th,  1853 


THE    HOME 

Insurance    Company 

NEW  YORK 


ELBRIDGE   G.   SNOW, 
President 


The  completion  of  SIXTY  YEARS 
finds  THE  HOME  in  the  prennier  posi- 
tion among  the  Insurance  Companies  of 
the  world  not  only  in  respect  of  FIRE 
ASSETS  and  SURPLUS  to  POLICY- 
HOLDERS— but  with  an  unexcelled  rec- 
cord  for  fair  dealing  in  every  emergency 
as  well  as  in  ordinary  routine — with  an 
unsurpassed  equipment,  and  with  the 
ability  as  well  as  the  readiness  to  serve 
the  public,  its  agents  and  brokers. 
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PACIFIC  COAST 

California's  commission  of  housing 
and  immigration  estimates  that  Los 
Angeles  has  between  5,000  and  7,000 
wandering,  homeless  men. 

Spokane  believes  that  the  wheat 
yield    of    the    surrounding    "inland 


empire''  will  bring  $58,000,000  at  90 
cents  a  bushel. 

Coachella  valley,  Cal.,  has  made 
the  raising  of  dates  a  commercial 
success. 

Some  thirty  states  now  have  workmen's 
compensation  laws. 


The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

^amb  ur^  -Bremen 

^ire  insurance  Compam/ 

HAMBURG,  GERMANY 

Pacific  Department:     334  California  Street,     -     SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
MACDONALD  &  MILES,  Managers 

Organized  in  1854  Entered  United  States  in  1858 

Total  Losses  Paid  in  tKe  United  States,       $27,000,000 

United   States   Branch  :    123  William  Street,        -         NEW    YORK 

H.  N.  KELSEY,  Manager 

AGENTS       ^WANTED       IN       UNREPRESENTED       POINTS 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


President  JOHN  IM.  TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 


Insurance  in  force,  90,033  Policies  for 


$228,305,763 


WHAT  NO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay  to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,  Dividends,  Surrender 
Values,  Annuities  and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 
It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 


Total  Premiums  received.  Dec.  1. 1846,  to  Dec.  31,  1914 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period 

Excess  of  amount  returned  ...--- 


$294,743,273.70 

304,068,509.45 

9,325,235.75 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 

Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co.     New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation 


Organized  1910 


Organized  1826 

North  River  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1822 


Inited  States  Fire  Insurance  Company    organized  i824 

WM.    W.   ALVERSON,   Manager 
3  7  4    Pine  Street,        ....        San  Francisco,  California 

Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 

cSnooUI  A<r»nt.  '  K-  ^-  Roper.  San  Francisco       A.  M.  Lovelace.  Portland       AMPLE  FACILITIES  for  Handling 
apeciai  Agenis  ,  .p   jj   Keleher,  Los  Angeles       W.  T.  Booth,  Spokane  Large  Linos. 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell  Combination 

— ^Thal  Pays  good,  fair  Commissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  Policyholders 


— In  short:   A  good,  all-round, 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
Write  for  full  information  today — 
HOME    OFFICE  —  SEATTLE 


HEALTH 
ACCIDENT 


3-1 C 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


OPPORTUNITY :     Distridl  Agency  Open  in  Prosperous  Section 
of  Central  West. 

BANKERS  LIFE  COMPANY  DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


Over    1 2  ^  Million   Policies  in   Force 

insuring  nearly 

2  Billion  600  Million  Dollars. 

Beginning  business  in  1876,  The  Prudential  has  achieved 
results  unequaled  by  any  other  Company  during  so 
short  a  period  of  time. 

THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST  F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  Office,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

Incorporated  Under  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 


Try  It  On   The  California   Mosquito 

The  editor  of  an  Illinois  exchange  is 
a  public  benefactor  and  when  he  dies 
the  people  of  his  country  ought  to 
erect  a  monument  to  the  honor  of 
his  memory.  He  has  discovered  a  new 
way  to  get  rid  of  mosquitoes.  He  tells 
you  simply  to  rub  alum  on  your  face 


and  hands.  When  the  mosquito  takes 
a  bite  it  puckers  his  gazoopie  so  it  can't 
sting.  Then  it  sits  down  in  a  damp 
place,  tries  to  dig  the  pucker  loose, 
catches  its  death  of  cold  and  dies  of 
pneumonia. 

The  license  of  the  German  of  Peoria  has 
been  revoked  in  New  York  and  Iowa. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Report  of  the  superintendent  of  insurance, 
Dominion  of  Canada,  business  of  1914,  Vol. 
1,  Fire  &  Miscellaneous. 

The  L.  c':  L.  Rating  System,  which  aims  to 
standardize  fire  insurance  rating.  This  is 
from  A.  E.  Lartes  &  W.  S.  Leinman,  84 
William  St. ,  New  York  City. 

Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Insur- 
ance Department  of  the  State  of  Idaiio,  1914 
business,  from  Geo.  F.  Steele,  insurance 
commissioner. 

From  the  ofice  of  the  treasurer,  territory 
of  Hawaii,  "Corporation,  Insurance  and 
Banking  Laws  of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii." 
This  includes  the  amendments  made  at  the 
1915  session  of  the  legislature. 

The  official  catalog  of  the  Swedish  Build- 
ing, P.  P.  I.  E.  This  book  contains  the 
list  of  exhibitors  and  information  concerning 
the  arts  and  industries  represented  in  their 
exhibit. 

System  for  Grading  the  Relative  Fire 
Hazard  of  all  dwellings,  private  boarding 
houses,  flats,  tenements  and  apartment 
houses,  including  private  barns,  garages, 
sheds  and  out-buildings,  used  in  connection 
with  same.  This  is  from  the  New  York 
Fire  Insurance  Exchange. 

Best's  Life  Insurance  Reports,  tenth 
annual  edition,  1915-1916,  deals  with  "all 
legal  reserve  companies  transacting  busi- 
ness in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and 
fraternal  societies  and  assessment  associa- 
tions operating  in  the  United  States." 

The  Insurance  Monitor  issues  an  index 
of  the  insurance  happening>-  of  the  year 
1914.  It  is  arranged  both  chronologically 
and  alphabetically.     Price  one  dollar. 


Here  are  some  things  the  Coast  Review 
said   in   some  of    many  "extras." 

Kehoe  of  Eureka,  who  is  the  author  of 
the  rating  biU  at  Sacramento,  says  the  law 
would  mean  a  saving  of  about  §2,000,000  to 
the  people  of  California,  as  experience  has 
shown  that  in  Texas  the  rates  have  been 
decreased  by  the  law. 

Kehoe  is  a  puerile  prevaricator. 

If  the  companies  were  to  write  California 


business  at  cost,  there  would  not  be  a 
saving  of  $2,000,000,  nor  the  half  of  that 
sum. 

In  Texas  there  were  no  rates  and  the  com- 
panies, unable  to  get  together,  were  losing 
money.  The  law  was  framed  up  by  the 
local  agents  there  to  prevent  competition 
and  rate  wars.  Since  then,  sometimes,  the 
underwriters  have  made  money  in  Texas 
and  there  has  been  no  rate-cutting. 
*         *         * 

The  limitation  of  the  number  of  appren- 
tices by  labor  unions,  in  this  country,  has 
sent  American  boys  on  the  street  as  idlers 
or  untrained  workmen,  and  has  steadily 
increased  the  number  of  foreign  -  born 
mechanics  employed  in  American  indus- 
tries. Every  foreigner  given  employment 
sends  home  for  his  trained  brother,  cousin 
or  friend,  and  the  young  American,  shut 
out  by  the  labor  unions  by  their  limitation 
of  apprentices,  roams  about  in  search  of  un- 
skilled work,  a  tramp  or  hobo.  Restriction 
against  the  employment  of  apprentices  is  a 
form  of  race  suicide.  The  ignorant  labor 
unionist  does  not  know  that  labor  is  created 
by  ability  to  work,  and  that  the  varied 
products  of  labor  create  their  own  market, 
which  is  but  a  means  of  exchange  of 
products.  "Work"  is  never  lessened  by 
the  number  who  can  work.  It  is  the  limita- 
tion of  skilled  workmen  that  limits  demand, 
especially  in  this  growing  country.  What 
has  this  to  do  with  insurance?  Just  this: 
Kehoe,  member  of  the  senate  of  California, 
who  introduced  bills  designed  to  damage  in- 
surance, opposed  a  bill  making  the  limitation 
of  apprentices  illegal.  He  voted  as  the  labor 
unions  of  San  Francisco  and  Eureka 
wanted  him  to  vote — just  as  every  dema — 
gogue  voted. 

During  the  ten-year  period  ending  Decem- 
ber 31  last,  twenty-nine  of  the  leading  life 
companies  operating  in  this  country  wrote 
new  business  aggregating  $10,926,345,315, 
but  the  gain  in  insurance  in  force  was  only 
$3,449,907,  loO.  The  lapsed  and  surrendered 
policies  during  the  period  in  question 
amounted  to  46.82  percent  of  the  new  busi- 
ness, while  the  gain  in  insurance  in  force 
was  31.57  percent. — The  Ins.  Post. 
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"FIRE  INSURANCE" 

By  WILLIAM  SEXTON 

The 

Veteran  Fire  Underwriter 

and  General  Adjuster 

Best  Book  Ever  Written  for  Adjusters  and  Special  Agents 


A     Practical       Subject     Handled      Entertainingly, 
Efficiently     and     Thoroughly 

This  Book  Is  Original,  Forceful,  Correct,  Instructive,  and 

of  Great  Practical  Service  to  All  Fire  Insurance  Men. 

There  Is  None  Other  Like  It 


A   V  eritable    v  ade  Mecum 


PRICES: 

Bound  in  Flexible  Leather $2. 00 

Bound  in  Flexible  Cloth 1.50 

Name   one   line   in    gold   15  cts. 

Remit-by  Postal  Money  Order,  or  Draft  on  San  Fran- 
cisco or  New  Yoric,  or  add  5  cts  for  Collection  of 
Check  on  Local  Bank. 

Address 

THE  COAST  REVIEW 

122  HALLECK  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance    Company 
Assets,     -     $6,916,921.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -      $3,503,411.00 

DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company 
Assets,     -     $2,278,039.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,574,706.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS 

Assets,  -  $10,742,403.00    Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,862,302.00 
EDWIN     PARRISH,    Manager 

Pacific  Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing   paid-for   Insurance  in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance    Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 

ARTHUR    L.  BATES.  President 

Address      Albert  E.  Awde,    Supt.  of  Agencies 
7  \V.  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 

Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

T.  H.    McAllis,    Manager.    Sherlock     Bldg., 
Portland,  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Seattle, 
Wash. 
J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  Januarj-  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,  -  -  -  81,000,000  00 
Assets,  -----  7,284,654  80 
Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 


HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 


Holt  tbe  insurance  baiter  may  be  some 
Jesse  WiUard,   bruiser    and    temperance     relation  to  Holt  the  bomber, 
lecturer,    has  applied  for   $50,000    accident         Insurance  commissioners  should  co-oper- 
insurance  covering  each  strong  arm.      If  he     ate  with  insurance  men. 
accidentally  loses  both  arms  he  will  receive 
$100,000.  The  fruit  export  of  Utah  has  jumped  from 


The  Commercial  Union's    net    premiums 
last  year  exceeded  $40,000,000. 


something  less  than  500  cars  five  years  ago 
to  1,825  cars  last  year. 
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*-rp2-FIRE  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE-2975 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS, $18,613,414.47 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 
Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St. 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore. 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


ACCIDENT 

Probably  a   Red  Spider 

Fresno,  July  25.  —  Alice  Brewer  is 
dead  here  as  the  result  of  an  insect 
sting.  A  Madera  physician  who 
brought  her  down  from  the  mountains 
said  that  she  was  driving  through  the 
forest  when  an  insect  stung  her  on  the 
cheek.  Her  temperature  immediately 
began  to  rise  and  she  soon  died. 

LIFE 

The  Liberal  Life  of  Indiana  has 
reinsured,  after  fourteen  years  uphill 
work. 

Now  a  life  agent,  E.  F.  Van  Valken- 
burg,  former  Idaho  insurance  commis- 
sioner, has  been  acquitted  of  the 
charge  of  embezzlement  of  $600  paid 
by  companies  for  examination. 


GENERAL 

Associated  Industries  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
is  a  name  at  least.  It  is  to  have  no 
agents  nor  brokers. 

A  Seattle  paper  says :  It  is  the  be- 
lief that  the  Yellowstone  bandits  will 
soon  be  relieved  of  their  ill-gotten 
gains.  They  are  thought  to  have 
gone  to  the  fair  at  San  Francisco. 
Live  Stock 

It  is  certainly  a  good  thing  for  live 
stock  owners  when  a  great  company 
like  the  Hartford  Fire  and  its  running 
mate  engage  in  live  stock  insurance. 

The  Indiana  &  O.  Live  Stock  has 
retired  from  the  Pacific  Coast. 


Marine.  —  River  steam  freighter 
"Red  Bluff"  struck  a  snag  and  sank 
opposite  Sacramento  July  27. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

(LIMITED) 

Of  London,  England 
With  which  is  Incorporated  the 

MancKester  Assurance  Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,    ■     •    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,962,091.00 


Office:     lOO    Sansome  St., 


San  Francisco 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  H.  PALACHE,  Assistant  Manager 


FIRE 

At  Peoria,  111.,  a  sprinklered  risk 
burned  a  few  days  since,  with  a  heavy 
loss. 

A  new  Wisconsin  law  provides  for 
policies  at  a  reduced  rate  if  the  owner 
agrees  to  bear  all  trivial  losses,  say  up 
to  5  percent  of  the  insurance.  This  is 
tough  on  the  adjuster. 

The  Ins.  Co.  of  North  America  has 
won  its  test  suit  to  recover  the  federal 
tax  collected  on  reserves.  The  federal 
circuit  court  of  appeals  decided  that 
funds  of  that  nature,  the  maintenance 


of  which  is  required  by  the  state,  are 
exempt  from  the  tax. 

LIFE 

The  new  owner  of  the  Equitable 
Life  says  he  will  cooperate  with  the 
state  insurance  department  and  the 
present  management  for  the  mutual- 
ization  of  the  society — and  the  cutting 
of  the  melon.  The  executive  committee 
of  the  National  Committee  of  Insur- 
ance Commissioners  is  making  inquiries 
into  the  recent  change  of  ownership. 

The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  is  in 
udicial  aud  official  trouble  again. 
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ARE  YOU  PLEASED? 

IF  NOT,  SEE 

US 

POLICIES    UP  TO   TME   MINUTE 

LIFE,  ACCIDENT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE  " 


U 


Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldo. 


LOS    AIVGELES,  CAL. 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -        -        $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,      -  -         -        -       7,543,103.12 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

H.   R.   MANN,   Manager 
F.   M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Managers 
Pacific    Coast  Department :    339-341    Sansome    St.,    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  ;  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg.  Seattle,  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldgr.,  Spokane,  Wash.—  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco — A.  C.  Anderson, 
239  Van  NuysBldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  IVIanager 

BRlTiSH  AiViERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  i833) 

(FIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120,152.00 

Surplus $723^3^ 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

340  California  Street,         ...         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


LIFE 

Life  companies  in  Chicago — or  their 
managers — propose  to  ehminate  brok- 
ers from  the  business.  We  suspect 
that  the  brokers  are  not  giving  them 
any  business. 


The  Travelers  paid  $85,000  to  the 
Elbert  Hubbard  estate,  because  of  the 
torpedoing  of  the  passenger  ship  Lusi- 
tania. 


British   Columbia  rejoices  in  a  Brit- 
ish order  for  10,000,000  feet  of  lumber. 


Fire  Insurance 
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MARINE 

The  British  War  Risks  Assn.  has 
paid  about  four  and  a  quarter  million 
dollar  losses,  or  little  more  than  half 
the  premiums, 

GENERAL 
Canneries  Burn 
Di  Fiori  canneries  near   San   Jose, 
Cal  ,  burned  July  23.     Loss,  $50,000; 
insurance,  $30,000. 

Accuse    Insurance    Man     of     Failure   to 
Provide 

Oakland,  July  22.  — F.  S.  Gunter, 
an  Oakland  insurance  agent,  was 
bound  over  to  the  superior  court  today 
on  $500  bonds  by  Police  Judge  Frank 
Mitchell  on  a  charge  of  failure  to  pro- 
vide for  his  wife,  Emma  Gunter,  2144 
Telegraph  avenue.  According  to  the 
testimony  at  the  hearing  this  morning, 


Gunter  went  to  Pasadena  in  May, 
where,  it  was  alleged,  he  was  joined 
by  a  divorcee. 

According  to  Albert  Blauvelt  the 
number  of  fires  in  the  six  American 
largest  cities  per  10,000  population  by 
decades  and  three  years  has  trebled 
since  1879-81.  New  York  has  smoked 
up  from  12.3  to  35.1  fires  per  10,000 
people. 

The  Texas  F.  &  Bonding  disappears 
next  month  via  the  merger  route. 

In  Yellowstone  Park  only  bandits 
are  allowed  to  carry  revolvers. 

Juneau. — Heavy  rains  have  put  out 
the  forest  fires.  A  flash  of  lightning 
rang  the  fire  bell  in  the  city  hall.  On 
Salmon  creek  the  Alaska-Gastineau 
power  plant  had  a  narrow  escape  from 
fire. 


Fire  Automobile  Marine 

Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid  Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROiVIPTLY  PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Manager 

R.   C.  MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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^_^g.^_|    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

American  central         of  st.  louis  Established  1833 

Assets,  $4,320,590       Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid,  $29,707,385 

«=•-       D^.-l    F-  &  M-   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

2^C»     r^aUl  of  St.   Paul,   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets,  $10,162,454    Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $4,216,643       Losses  Paid,  $47,792,188 

LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 
.  -^ ^^«i-:i«>    F.  &  M.  UNDERWRITERS         MinnPSnta     UNDERWRITERS 

Mercantile  of  st.  louis  minnesoia      of  st.  Paui 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156.705  Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156,705 

TERRITORY— California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department:— ^^^o  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION  LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus,       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

(Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Pliiladelphia. ) 
Total  Assets,  -  $27,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  $11,878,186.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906,        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AOEISTS  : 

T.  F.  O'GRADY.  San  Francisco;  GEO.  F.  STANIFORD,  Loa  Angeles; Portland 

315  California  Street,  _  -  -  San  Francisco 


The   Health  and  Accident    Underwriters  representatives    of   mutual    companies 

Conference  to  attend  both    the  meetings  of   the 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  im-  mutual  section  and  those  of  the  regular 

portant  matters  to  be  considered  by  session    of    The    Health   &  Accident 

the  members  of  the  mutual  section  of  Underwriters  Conference, 
the  conference,  it  has  has  been  decided  ,. ,,      .^         ,        ^    ,         ^         ,, 

to  call  a  meeting  of  said  mutual  section        Midland  Casualty,  Badger  Casualty, 

at  Hotel  LaSalle,  Chicago,  August  17th,  Bankers  Casualty,    all    three,    are  no 

and  change  the  dates  for  the   regular  "^^f^'   being    merged    mto    one   little 

meeting   of  The   Health   &   Accident  ^^"^^'  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^P  ^^"^^- 
Underwriters    Conference   to  August 


18th,  19th  and  20th  (instead  of  August         ^-  Hewson  Bradford  for  ten  years  medical 
17th,     18th    and    19th    as    previously 
announced).    This  plan  will  enable  the 


,_,,'     ^n,,  J     -lat-u  ■        1        director  of  the  Pliiladelphia  Life,  died  June 

17th,     18th    and    19th    as    previously     ^ 
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Pacific  Department;  Insuran 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE   INSURANCE  CO. 

O  F 

ce  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

OF 

HARTFORD 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J.  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

r.  &,  M.  Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,    Mass. 

Largest    Fire  Insurance  Company   Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets     $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8.979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 

SURPLOS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,490,436.53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 
the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus      590,434  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,014,985.00 


OFFICE:     KOHL     BUILDING, 

Corner  California  and   Montgomery  Streets,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst.  Manager 


F,  J   R.  WEBBER 


SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.  B.  ROGERS       J.  £.  CRANDALL 
FRANK  H.  YOUNG  H.  K.  NOURSE 


C.  H.  ANDERSON 


Truly,  that    seemed  to  me  in  exceeding      against  the  award  to  the  Prudential  of  the 
bad   taste    for   the    ^Etna    Life   to    protest      grand  prize  by  the  P.  P.  I.  E. 
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The  "Home  Life" 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ide  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefiu  to  its  policyholders  during 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  $30,631,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  $3, 1 10,507  includ- 
ing dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
$4,533,420,  and  is  now 

$120,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 
JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE, 

Clans  Spreckels  Building.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance  Compan}^ 

Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Cash  Capital,  .....        $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders.  -        -        -       1,263,340.00 

Assets, 4,195,444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department, 

San  Francisco  National  Bank  Bldg.,  454  California 

Street,  San  Francisco 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES: 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF.  Northern  California. 

454  California  Street.  San  Francisco 

E.  W.  BLA.LL,  Bay  Counties. 
500  Syndicate  Bldg..  Oakland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL.  Southern  California. 
302  Stlmson  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN.  Oregon.  British  Columbia  and 

Western  Washington,     722  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 

Washington,    Address— Spokane,  Wash, 


Superintendent  of  Insurance  Jesse  S. 
Phillips  announces  the  appointment  of 
Hon.  Francis  R.  Stoddard,  Jr.,  of 
New  York  City  to  the  position  of 
second  deputy  superintendent  of  insur- 
ance in  place  of  James  J.  Hoey,  who 
has  resigned. 


1     N 

S     U     R    A    N     C     E 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 

and 

ADJUSTERS' 

D. 

jily  txpense 
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San  Francisco,  Cal. 

San  Francisco.  —  Five  cottages  on 
College  Hights  burned  because  it  was 
necessary  to  bring  wrter  thru  a  single 
hose  from  a  hydrant  on  Silver  av. 
2,500  feet  away.  There  was  a  little 
insurance. 

What  is  the  value  of  "mail  order" 
lists  of  past  and  possible  customers? 
An  Indiana  firm  claims  $25,000,  and 
the  several  companies  "on"  the  loss 
say  "not  a  cent."  Hence,  the  suit  in 
court. 


Tacoma. — D.   W. 
East  96th,  burned. 


Finch    dwg,   312 


In  Its  Forty-fourth  Year 
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FIRE 

Tacoma,  July  25.  — Fire  completely 
destroyed  the  sawmill  and  lumber 
yards  of  Frank  Betchart,  one  mile  east 
of  Roy,  tonight.  The  loss  is  $40,000, 
with  no  insurance.  Sparks  from  the 
engine  room  probably  caused  the  fire. 

Redding,  July  25, — Fire  today  de- 
stroyed the  works  of  the  Redding 
Electric  Company  and  adjacent  build- 
ings. The  Redding  Company's  loss 
was  $7,000.  The  total  loss  by  the  fire 
is  $14,000. 

Firebugs  Try  to    Burn    Cannery    Selling 
Goods  to  Allies 

At  18th  and  Minnesota  streets,  San 
Francisco,  is  the  California  Canneries 
Co.  cannery  (at  the  present  writing) . 
Two  attempts  to  burn  it  were  made  on 
July  23.  In  the  morning  300  em- 
ployeees  were  at  work,  but  this 
attempt  failed.  In  the  evening,  a 
special  watchman  detected  another  in- 
cendiary attempt. 

Kindling  and  a  piece  of  phosphorus 
were  found  in  an  oiled  silk  handker- 


chief. The  oil  had  prevented  combus- 
tion by  excluding  air.  The  company 
is  supplying  the  triple  entente  allies 
with  canned  food. 

Fire   Bug's  Warning  Gives   Hounds 
Scent 

Grass  Valley,  Cal.,  .July  23.  —  "  We 
will  soon  start  in  another  part  of  town 
and  will  not  quit  until  Grass  Valley  is 
laid  in  ashes." 

This  note  of  warning  was  found 
tacked  to  a  tree  north  of  town  a  short 
time  after  the  country  home  of  Daniel 
Luddington  had  been  fired. 

The  Luddington  blaze  is  the  sixth 
of  incendiary  origin  within  a  radius  of 
a  mile  in  less  than  two  weeks. 

Bloodhounds  took  the  scent  from  the 
tree  aud  led  the  officers  to  the  lonely 
abode  of  a  man.  They  refuse  to  give 
out  the  name  of  the  supposed  fire  bug 
until  they  have  evidence  of  a  more 
positive  nature. — S.  F.  Chronicle. 

Alaska's  gold  yield  in  1914  was 
$15,764,250,  a   small    gain. 


GOOD   AGENTS   WANTED 

THE 

West    Coast    Life    Insurance    Co, 

Home  Office :  West  Coast  Life  Building,  Northwest  Corner 
Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets,  San  Francisco 


ORIGINAL    AND    ATTRACTIVE 
ORDINARY    AND    INDUSTRIAL 

Policies  Which  Meet  With  Instant  Favor 


OFFICERS—  THOS.  L.  MILLER,  PreslHent 

C.   O.  G.    MILLER,   Vlce-Presl€lent 

JULIAN  SONNTAG,  SBCOnti  VIcB-President 

WILLIAM  C.  HAMMOND,  Secretary 
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Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

•'The    Oldest  Scottish   Insurance   Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50  -  52  Pine  St,,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOTCH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES  : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIN,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREN  CAMPBELL,  Special  Ayt.  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHN,  Special  Agent.  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street.  New  York.  N.   Y. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  DECEMBER   31,  1914 

Assets $11,858,729  53 

Liabilities 8,319,608  72 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2.539,120  81 

Losses  Paid  to  December  31,  1914     .      .    .    48,580,800  32 
This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 

Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary.  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public,  Teams  (Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage),  Automobile  i  Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision),  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

(  California— CHAS.  J.  BOSWORTH,  General  Agent.  Merchants  Exchange, 
Pacific  Coast  Department:  ■]  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— .^EELEY  &  CO..  Ill  S.  luth 
(  St.,  Taeoma;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of    LOlVnON 

Cash   Assets.      .      .      .      $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECIAL  AGENTS  — C.  \V.  Rohrer,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Rod  E.  Smith,  Portland,  Oregon; 
T.  S.  Heath,  Denver;  ,1.  E.  Johnsen.  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinmann,  B.L.  Penfield,  San  Francisco. 
Percy  J,  Perry,  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL,  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

Wm.  Hackett.  Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch— Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts..  San  Francisco 


Weak  nations  last  as  long  as  they  are  protected  ^.^^    ^^-^^   -^  ^^^^^^^  ^^   ^^^^   ^^^^^^^    ^^^^ 

or  tolerated.      Strong  nations  last  only  as  long  as  .  u     ^-       •  -i       ^     u  i    • 

^  J  &  spontaneous  combustion  m  a   pile   of  charcoal   in 

they  are   willing  and    able   to    fight.     This    is    a  the  warehouse  of  L.  Brizzolara  &  Son,  coal  dealers 

warring  world.     Every  living  thing  dies  when  its  ^^   ^^^  j^^^^^^   ^^^^^^^   g^^   Francisco,    partially 

cells  cannot  successfully  defend  themselves  from  d^.j^oyed  the  building  July  13. 

the  ever  and  everywhere  present  enemies. 
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GENERAL 

It  was  only  nine  years  ago,  on  June 
14,  1906,  that  the  Panama  canal  sub- 
ject was  up  for  final  consideration  by 
Congress.  The  senate  bill  provided 
for  the  impossible  sea-level  canal. 
Senator  Dryden  made  a  speech  for  the 
lock-level  type  of  canal.  An  immense 
amount  of  evidence  for  and  against 
had  been    submitted.      Foreign   testi- 


mony favored  the  sea-level  type,  and 
American,  the  lock-level.  We  now 
know  that  the  slides  would  have 
ruined  forever  the  sea-level  canal. 
And  now  there  is  a  world's  fair  at 
San  Francisco,  in  ashes  when  Mr. 
Dryden  made  his  speech — a  magnifi- 
cent fair  in  celebration  of  the  success- 
ful completion  of  the  Panama  canal 
uniting  two  great  oceans. 


NEW 

MONTHLY  INCOME  BONDS 

NEW 

A   new    idea  added  to  the   Popular   Monthly 
Installment    Insurance.     Gives  the    Agent    a 
ready  opening  by  gaining  the  prospect's  w^ill- 
ing  attention.     Complete  Line,  Life,  Limited 
Pay,  Endowments 

For  Contracts,  address  I   A.  Ewing,  General  Manager,  or  Chas.  A.  Cohen. 
Supervisor  of  Agencies,  Home  OflSce 

SAN    FRANCISCO  LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

San  Francisco,   California 

Southern  California  Territory,  Address  W.         Cramer,  President 
SOUTHERN  AGENCY  COMPANY 
1129  Marsh-Strong  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Territory  in  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Arizona,  Nevada 

NEW 

NEW 

ORGANIZED    1797 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 


Assets,   Over        ..... 
Losses  Paid,   Over        .... 

Pacific    Department  : 
J.   L.   FULLER,   Manager 

FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


$13,000,000.00 
$100,000,000.00 

332  Pine  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
108-110  Sansome  Street,        -       San  Francisco,    Cal 
A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 


(^ 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FOUR  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  fe?  Mercantile 

Insurance    Company  of  London  and  Edinburgh 

Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 


ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 

(which  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Co.) 


$9,139,794.00 


E.  G.  mCHAEDS,  Manager 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  Representatives: 

E  J  Young,  201  American  Bank  Bldg.,  Seattle:  P.  W.  Gedney.  504  Empire  State  Bldg.,  Spokane.Wash., 
E  C.  Willey,  1645  Tremont  St.,  Denver,  Colo. ;  C.  Harris.  515  Title  Ins.  Bldg..  Los  Angels :  H.  E  .  .Smith 
224  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland,  Or.;    G.W.Dearborn,  F.  J.  Schoeneman,  C.  F.  Milliman,  San    Francisco 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business  ?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

THEN 
Hustle!    Get   busy!    Write   to   our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big    company,  Are   you    represented    here?     Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there.    Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.     But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its   present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  l-larm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.     It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an   applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."    "My  business  is  chiefly ." 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the   side  or   exclusively,   the    live    companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad   hand  and  the  warm 
eye      They  will  pay  you  a    handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 

1 

Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance    Company 
Of    Great    Britain. 

Organized  1824, 

FIRE    -    LIGHTNING     -    TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE    -    SPRINKLER    LEAKAGE 

North  American  Branch: 

Hartford,  Conn. 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER, 

FIELD    REPRESENTATIVES! 

FRED  W.  GASTOX.  Tacoma,  Wash.. 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Cohmibia, 

JOHN  L.  REAMS,  State  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg..  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUXDSON,   Realty  Building, 

Spokane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco,  CaL, 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  .\rizona. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE : 

420  Montgomery  Street 

John  L.  Lucas  and  Charles  Russell, 
recently  of  Chicago,  promoters  of  wild- 
cats, are  under  arrest  in  Indiana. 

The  New  Hampshire  commissioner 
has  notified  the  fire  companies  that  they 
must  report  to  him  allN.  H.  fire  losses 
insured    by  them.    The  law  makes  it 


his  duty  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
fires  in  the  state. 

The  amended  law  of  Wisconsin  is  an 
invitation  to  the  withdrawn  companies 
to  return  and  make  themselves  at 
home.  The  Mutual  Life  was  the  first 
to  accept  the  invitation. 
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A  California  Apple  Crop  is   Ruined 

Chico,  July  3. — As  a  result  of  the 
unprecedented  sleet  storm  of  early 
May  and  a  subsequent  frost,  the  apple 
crop  of  the  famous  Cohasset  section  of 
Butte  county  has  been  ruined.  Where 
normally  15,000  boxes  of  apples  are 
shipped  from  Cohasset,  this  season 
there  will  not  be  over  500  boxes  at 
the  most  sent  out. 


Automobile  prices  are  falling — which 
is  good  for  the  undertakers.  The 
close  of  the  war  may  cause  another 
decline  in  prices,  for  the  factories  now 
filling  orders  for  the  allies  will  then 
make  autos  for  the  public  and  com- 
petition will  be  keen.  Ford  may  then 
sell  his  best  machines  for  $300  and 
have  to  be  content  with  100  percent 
profit. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  i85i) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Stir2)liis $1,076,347.75 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

3  40    CALIFORNIA   STREET        ...         SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  HENLEY  &  SCOTT,  Managers. 


TOTAL  ASSETS  REPRESENTED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co. 

of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  IlL 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 
202  -  204  Sansome  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


22,000     EDITION 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
1 2th  EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

(formerly  the  Otey  Manual) 

PRICE  $1.50 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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MUTUAL  FIRE  INSURANCE 


"Northwestern  Mutual  Fire  Association 
and  the  Insurance  Department  of  CaH- 
fornia."  This  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet  of 
twenty-two  pages,  issued  by  the  Northwest- 
ern Mutual .  We  are  told  that  the  Washing- 
ton department  invited  the  California  insur- 
ance comn)issioner  to  participate  in  an 
examination  of  the  Northwestern,  but  that 
official  answered  that  he  "could  not  avail 
himself  of  the  invitation  at  that  time" — 
after  refusing  to  renew  the  license.  The 
commissioner's  letter  of  Sept.  19th  to  the 
association  is  very  weak.  A  copy  of  the 
protest  against  the  association  was  asked 
for  but  was  not  forwarded  by  the  commis- 
sioner. Complaint  is  made  that  it  took 
almost  six  months  for  the  commissioner  to 
"specify  anything  that  he  thought  the  com- 
pany should  do  that  it  was  not  doing."  We 
quote: 

"Our  5-year  annual  payment  policy  has 
been  passed  upon  by  more  than  twenty 
insurance  departments  who  have  pro- 
nounced both  the  policy  and  our  method  of 
calculating  reserve  (based  on  the  premium 
collected)  as  unobjectionable." 

'To  prevent  a  temporary  injunction  being 
issued  the  commissioner  promised  the 
court  that  neither  the  company  nor  the 
agents  would  be  interfered  with  for  operating 
without  a  license  until  the  matter  is  finally 
settled." 

The  required  changes  in  the  policy — of  no 
importance  whatever — have  been  made  by 
the  company.  It  will  not  have  to  set  aside 
an  unearned  premium  reserve  for  premiums 
not  collected  on  its  five-year  (yearly  renewa 
for  four  years)  policies. 

It  has  been  a  great  fight  for  the  difference 
between  tweedledum  and  t  weedledee.  Noth- 
ing has  been  accomplished  except  the 
stimulation  of  prejudice  against  board  and 
companies,  possibly.  The  Northwestern' s 
explanatory  pamphlet  will  create  the  im- 
pression that  it  has  been  persecuted  by  the 
California  insurance  department  at  the 
bidding  of  the  board  or  board  companies. 
Such  an  impression  is  not  warranted  by 
he    actual    facts.       Such    oppos^ition    could 


not  possibly  expel  the  company  and  might 
have  resulted  in  the  retaliatory  act  by  the 
Washington  state  insurance  department  of 
refusing  a  renewal  of  license  to  California 
companies. 


New  England  mutnals  did  not  all  pay 
their  Salem  conflagration  losses  in  full.  One 
paid  50  cents  on  the  dollar  and  promised  to 
pay  the  "balance  due"  in  the  sweet  bye- 
and-bye. 


There  is  little  reason  to  grumble  about 
mutual  competition  in  California.  Of 
$1,163,000,000  written  in  1914,  the  mutuals 
w^rote  less  than  817,000,000  or  1.5  percent. 
Of  the  $16,700,000  fire  premiums,  the 
mutuals  collected  only  $840,000  or  2  per- 
cent.    What  are  you  kicking  about? 


The  average  stock  company  premium  rate 
in  California  is  $1.43,  while  the  average 
mutual  premium  rate  in  the  state  is  $2. 


Some  years  ago,  perhaps  twenty — there 
was  an  extraordinary  number  of  farm  losses 
and  almost  as  many  village  dwelling  losses. 
The  eff"ects  were  exceptionally  disastrous  to 
big  and  little  fire  mutuals.  They  fell  in 
rows  in  this  battle  with  fire — never  to  rise 
again.  Thousands  of  loss  claimants  never 
collected  a  cent  on  their  mutual  policies. 
These  facts  may  well  be  recalled  at  this 
time  when  conditions  seem  ripe  for  a  similar 
period  of  mutual  failures. 


The  only  fire  mutual  that  can  make 
permanent  success  is  the  one  that  charges 
adequate  rates,  collects  the  premiums  in 
advance  and  is  honestly  and  safely  managed. 

TO  POST  MASTER:  You  are  authorized  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 

TO  HOTEL  KEEPER:  You  are  authorized  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 

10  Cents  on  the  Dollar. — Three  Oregon 
mutuals  failed  recently.  They  will  pay  loss 
claims  at  the  rate  of  10  cents  on  the  dollar. 
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Royal  Exchatigc  Assurance 


OF    LO>r>o:« 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 
Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY,  United  States  Mgr. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING,   State  Agent 

For    Oregron,  Washingrton    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING.  SEATTLE 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED  1782 

MV,  IRVIIVG 

General  Agent   for  Pacific  Coast 

R.  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 

3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 

CANTON 


I 


nsurance 


Offi 


ice 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)  -  -  $  250,000  00 
Cash  Assets  (Gold)  -  -  -  2,745,650  72 
Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,941,508  60 
Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -       399,500  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


PARROTT    &  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San   Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


The  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Head  Office  foe  United  Statf.s: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appletqn,  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates- 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents.        -        -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal    Insurance    Building: 
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The  Green-Winged  Teal 

The  green-winged  teal  is  probably  the  most 
numerous  and  widely  diffused  of  all  the  ducks  in 
North  America.  Along  the  Atlantic  Coast  the 
blue-winged  teal  is  more  numerous  than  the 
green- winged,  but  on  the  Pacific  Coast  the  latter 
is  to  be  found  in  the  greatest  number.  The  breed- 
ing range  of  the  green-winged  teal  is  more 
northern  than  that  of  other  teal,  extending  to 
Alaska  and  Greenland.  The  greater  number  of 
this  species  breed  in  West  Central  Canada.  As  is 
the  case  with  most  other  ducks  found  in  winter  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  the  green-winged  teal  which 
winter  with  us  probably  breed  in  British  Columbia 
and  Alaska. 

The  green-winged  teal  is  the  earliest  of  the 
migrant  ducks  to  arrive  in  California  in  the  fall 
and  one  of  the  last  to  depart  in  the  spring.  At  a 
small  pond  on  the  desert  in  San  Bernardino 
county  a  small  flock  was  seen  as  early  as  August 
12  in  1905,  and  several  other  flocks  were  seen 
flying  overhead.  In  central  California  this  species 
has  been  observed  as  early  as  September  15.  The 
species,  judging  from  the  market  reports,  is  most 
abundant  during  November  and  December.  As 
a  rule  green-winged  teal  avoid  salt  water,  but  it  is 
nevertheless  common  throughout  the  coastal  low- 
lands and  on  the  marshes  adjacent  to  the  lower 
courses  of  the  larger  streams.  This  is  the  duck 
which  most  often  frequents  smaU  temporary  ponds 
and  irrigation  ditches,  and  on  the  wet  weather 
ponds  in  hilly  country  it  is  the  most  usual  duck  to 
make  its  appearance. 

From  other  ducks  the  green-winged  teal  is 
readily  recognized  by  its  extremely  small  size  and 
its  rapid  flight.  In  the  hand  the  male  may  be 
distinguished  by  the  chestnut  head  with  patches  of 
metallic  green  on  each  side,  and  by  the  crescent- 
shaped  patches  of  white  in  front  of  the  wing.  The 
metallic  green  speculum  bordered  with  black 
separates  this  species  from  all  other  small  ducks 
except  the  blue- winged  teal.  The  latter  bird,  how- 
ever, has  a  conspicuous  patch  of  light  blue  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  wing,  which  is  not  possessed  by 
the  green -winged  teal.  The  close  formation  and 
erratic  flight  of  a  flock  on  the  wing  as  well  as  the 
small  size  of  the  birds  often  help  to  distinguish  the 
green- wing. 

There  are  a  few  recorded  instances  where  green- 
winged  teal  have  bred  in  California.  At  two 
different  times  nests  have  been  found  at  Tulare 
Lake,  Kings  county,  and  there  is  evidence  that   a 


few  bred  in  Sierra  Valley,  Plumas  county,  in  1885. 
As  has  already  been  stated,  however,  most  of  the 
birds  breed  farther  to  the  north.  The  nest  is 
usually  on  the  ground  placed  near  water  and  is 
built  of  grass  or  weed  stems  and  is  lined  with 
down.  From  eight  to  eighteen  white  or  buff-white 
eggs  are  laid. 

During  the  winter  season  the  green-winged  teal 
is  a  notably  sociable  bird  and  congregates  in  flocks 
of  as  many  as  several  hundred  individuals.  When 
coming  into  decoys  this  teal  often  drops  in  noise- 
lessly and  a  half- stifled  quack  alone  betrays  its 
arrival  in  the  water.  When  flushed  this  teal  springs 
into  the  air  easily  and  usually  climbs  to  a  consider- 
able height  before  making  off.  This  species  is 
noted  for  its  habit  of  wandering  out  on  to  the 
shore  and  spending  much  time  in  preening  its 
feathers  in  the  sun. 

If  much  disturbed  green  winged  teal  feed  largely 
at  night.  Their  favorite  feeding  ground  is  along 
the  shore  of  a  pond,  where  they  paddle  about  in 
the  mud  searching  for  insects  and  seeds.  Like 
the  mallard,  a  green- winged  teal  "tilts"  in  shallow 
water,  often  kicking  the  water  vigorously  to  help 
it  maintain  the  desired  balance.  This  duck  is  an 
omnivorous  feeder  and  takes  all  sorts  of  insects  and 
other  animal  food  as  well  as  weed  seeds,  grass 
and  acquatic  plants. — Harold  C.  Bryant. 


The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  has  written  50 
twenty-year  endowment  policies  of  $1,000  each  on 
5U  picked  students  of  the  senior  class  in  favor  of 
the  University  of  California.  Seven  hundred 
students  have  pledged  themselves  to  pay  $3  a  year 
until  the  policies  shall  have  matured. 


San  Bruno,  Cal.,  July  13.  —  San  Bruno  was 
visited  by  a  fire  which  destroyed  three  houses 
today.  The  residences  of  City  Clerk  Horace  A. 
Bewley  and  Dr.  E.  A.  Bohm  were  burned  to  the 
ground  and  the  home  of  George  M.  Reed  was 
almost  totally  destroyed.  The  flames  started  in 
the  Bewley  home,  and  fanned  by  a  stiff  breeze, 
spread  rapidly.  The  help  of  the  fire  departments 
from  San  Mateo  and  other  cities  was  all  that  pre- 
vented a  conflagration. 


A  thing  that  is  wholly  a  sham  cannot  in  this 
universe  of  ours  endure  forever.  It  may  endure 
for  a  day,  but  its  doom  is  certain:  there  is  no 
room  for  it  in  a  world  governed  by  valor,  by  the 
will  to  power. — Trcitschke. 
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Office   of   Ecl^\^ar(l   E.    Potter 

General    Agent 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,   without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL   AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE   ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble   of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.   E.  POTTER    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the  Best   Insurance   White   You  Are  About  It 
It   Costs    No    More 

""x^Ri^r  GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New   York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .   .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .  $3,889,296  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .   $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits   ...  $  432,560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSIRANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  IJNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    .    .    $3,053,576  00         Undivided  Profits    .    .    .    $811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSIRANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .$1,080,978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profiu   .    .    .    $173.718  00 

EDWARD  E,  POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.   W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  CaL 
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Ex-President  Roosevelt  Finds  a  Letter 
Opposing  Paid  Fire  Departments 
Because  They  Encourage   Fires 


In  its  44th  year 


Preparedness  against  war  does  not 
invariably  avert  war,  any  more  than  a 
fire  department  in  a  city  will  invari- 
ably avert  a  fire;  and  there  are  well- 
meaning,  foolish  people  who  point  out 
this  sensible  fact  as  offering  an  excuse 
for  unpreparedness.  It  would  be  just 
as  sensible  if  after  the  Chicago  fire 
Chicago  had  announced  that  it  would 
abolish  its  fire  department  as  for  our 
people  to  take  the  same  view  as  regards 
military  unpreparedness. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  looking  over 
some  very  old  newspapers  contempor- 
aneous with  the  early  establishment  of 
paid  fire  departments  in  this  country 
and  to  my  amusement  I  came  across  a 
letter  which  argued  a^inst  a  paid  fire 
department  upon  the  ground  that  the 
knowledge  of  its  existence  would  tend 
to  make  householders  careless  and 
therefore  would  encourage  fires. 

Agents  Vote  for  Indianapolis 

B}-  vote  of  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Association,  the  original  date 
for  the  National  Convention  (the  week 
begining  October  4th)  selected  at  a 
meeting  with  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Indianapolis  Local  Agents' 
Association  has  been  confirmed.  The 
invitation  from  Indianapolis  was  pre- 
sented at  the  last  National  convention, 
at  Minneapolis  in  August,  1914,  and 
was  unanimoush'  favored  at  that  time. 


When  the  question  was  before  the 
mid-year  Conference  in  February,  the 
vote  was  unanimously  in  favor  of 
Indianapolis. 


5  Grass  Valley  Fires  Laid  to  Incendiary 

Grass  Valley,  Cal.,  .July  23.  — Five 
fires  in  the  rural  district  north  of  this 
city  within  two  weeks,  all  of  incendiary 
origin,  are  mystifying  the  local  police. 
The  country  home  of  Fred  Morgan, 
local  banker,  was  the  latest  destroyed. 

Two  nights  before  the  slaughtering 
plant  of  the  California  Meat  Market 
was  destroyed. 

In  just  one  year  of  rehabilitation 
since  her  destructive  fire,  there  have 
been  completed  or  in  process  of  erec- 
tion in  Salem,  Mass.,  new  buildings 
to  the  total  value  of  six  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  one 
million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
more  in  value  than  the  structures  they 
replace.  Permits  have  been  issued 
during  the  past  twelve  months  for 
nine  hundred  and  four  buildings,  of 
which  five  hundred  and  seventeen  are 
located  in  the  district  where  the  eigh- 
teen hundred  old  structures  are  being 
replaced  by  the  new.  To  replace 
thirty-five  hundred  apartments,  there 
are  now  finished  or  still  under  con- 
struction fourteen  hundred  apart- 
ments, some  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
being  actually  occupied  by  families 
today. 

At  Cincinnati,  August  31,  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Fire  Engineers 
meets. 
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STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER    $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 

OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE   UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACiriC    DEPARTMENT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Pran Cisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices :    Los  Angeies,  Cal.,  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  !N   EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE 


/863 


riRE 


52nc/  YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized   in  1863 


1915 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under   the    Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 

LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE  SECRETARY 

T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  III. 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON,  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building-  " "   ^  n,  Mass. 


Southeastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 

Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ   HERRMANN.  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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An    Insurance    Journal     and     Directory 
iN    ITS    FORTY. FOURTH     YEAR 

San   Francisco:     122  halleck  Street 


The  Onlu  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West 


INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Publishers 


Particulars  of  Many  Coast  Fires 

California  and  Washington  Decisions 

Closing  of  Fire  Houses  in  Los  Angeles 

I.  W.  W.  Believed  To  Be  Incendiaries  in  California 

Measure  of  Damage— T.  H.  Williams 
From  the  Brokers'  Standpoint— Henry  S.  Manheim 

San  Francisco  Department  Fire  Business 

Pacific  Mutual  Life  Convention  in  San  Francisco 

Additional  Utah  and  Idaho  Fire  Figures 

Oregon  Fire  Mutual  Policyholders  Sued 

Mutual  Life  Convention  in  San  Francisco 

West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life  Ins.  Co.  Is  Now  Writing   Business 

National  Life  Underwriters  Association  Meeting 

Two  San  Francisco  Insurance  Men  Die 

May  Not  Be  Wise  to  Mutualize  Equitable  Life 

Agency  Change  on  the  Coast 

Liability  of  Broker  for  Insolvent  Company 

American  Life  Insurance  Gains  and  Losses 

Distribution  of  the  Fire  Premium  Dollar 


Circulating  Extensively  in  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


'^= 


Price  25  Cents 
;3.00  Pep.  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan,  China  and 
Australasia 


Jl 


XKe    Great    Fire    Insxirance    Company    of    tKe    "World 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,783,618.69 


Established  1 836 


Entered  U.  S. 


•  J-^^  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the    Ist  of   January.  1915.  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows : 


Assets    .  . 
Liabilities 


$14,783,618.69 
.     9.961 .463.20 


surplus $  4.822.155.49 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  tbe  United  States  in  a  year  of 
excessive  loss,  the  folion  iug  figures  may  interest  Policyholders: 

Year.  Assets  at  January  1.  Income.  Expenditure. 

1906    'San  Francisco  Fire)  .  .  .    $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12.335.%!  

Thus  showing  Excess  OF  ExPENomRE  of $1,744,116 

And  Increase  OF  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 101.013 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  r"\'Tr.L)  STATES  BRANCH:    Xet  premiums:     1848,  $4,519:  1858.  $471,988: 
1868,  $1,739,620:  1878.  $2  422  !  26    1 888.  $3,928,010:  1898.  $4,979,422:  1 908.  $7,427,618;  1914,  $8,667,549. 
L0.3SES.— The  amount  p.;",  -faction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  I'liit^'i  States  to  the  b'-?inning  of  the  present 

year  exceeds  $142,000,000.  -^o  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business  .evin- 

ces the  confidence  of  the  pu!  .  .  me  faithfulness  with  which  th-  i  v.mpany's  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled. 


Pacific  Department  Established  1852 
In  Companff's  New  Baildhuf 
444  California  St.,  Sf!}>  Francisco 

Special    Agents 

K.      .   BRUSH  R.  H.  l;  t  ilEK  HARRISON 

GEOR'.  :  F.  GUEREAZ  HESTER  ■>.  MYRICK 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manage 

TIOS.  H.  ANDERSON,  Asst,  Man; 


'-EWCi-TH  LOi 

F.  E.  ATKINS 


\v  p..  <  HANDLE! 
iKO.  J.  JJ 
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Conflagration-Proof  Insurance 


«: 


Losses  paid  to  date, 


over  $166,000,000 


R*anC  DEPARTMENT 


American  g.-i|    °rHAmfOf^ 

german         ^;>#  protector 
Alliance-  ^;E^|?    Ijnderwrite'?^ 


Equitable  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Ca 

Geo. H.Tyson  GeneralAqemt. 

HERBei?r  FouatR.  AssTQENLAam 
SAN  FRANCISCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets   Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  everjJ  City,  town  or  Village 


*^tl 
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Representing 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  Ne-w  YorK 
You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  *'oldest  company  in  America'*  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  to  Producing  Agents,  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice-president 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


LIFE  eye,    inflicting  a  wound  that    at    first 

The  Sau  Francisco  Flyer  has  aboard     was  feared  would  cause  loss  of  sight, 
this  week  W.  H.  Sherrod  of  California.  FIRE 


Leaders  are  H.  H.  Bru,  S.  J.  Vogel, 
Gustave  Sohnee,  P.  T.  Bell,  U.  Mat- 
suda,  J.  F.  Romaggi,  San  Francisco; 
K.  Uchimura,  Seattle;  N.  S.  Lewis, 
F.  M.  McCarthy,  G.  W.  Tackabury, 
Los  Angeles. 

ACCIDENT 
A  Freak  Cartridge  Accident 

San  Rafael,  Aug.  18.  —  Miss  Rena 
Lukman  was  the  victim  today  of  a 
freak  accident  that  nearly  cost  her  the 
sight  of  one  eye.  She  was  waiting  at 
the  station  when  the  train  came  along 
and  discharged  a  38-caliber  cartridge 
that  had  been  placed  on  the  track. 
The  bullet  struck  Miss  Lukman  in  the 


Firebug    Blamed  for     Stanford     Winery 
Blaze 

Vina,  Cal.,  Aug.  19.  —  Fire,  whic 
several  citizens  of  Vina  and  employees 
of  the  Stanford  ranch  says  is  incendi- 
ary, destroyed  all  the  buildings  of  the 
great  winerj^  plant  which  was  the  pride 
of  Senator  Stanford  during  the  latter 
of  his  life.  The  loss  is  estimated  at 
between  SI 00, 000  and  $125,000.  The 
bonded  warehouse  was  saved. 

The  fire  started  at  noon  yesterday 
in  the  building  where  the  grapes  are 
crushed  and  undergo  the  process  of 
fermentation. 


John  Conrad  i.?  in  town, 
drops  his  h's  now. 


They    8ay   he 


The    Coast    Review 


INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Company 

Cash  Capital,  .  .  .  .  $400,000  OO 
Net  Surplus,  ....  191,636  00 
Total  Assets,      .      .      .       1,141,200  OO 


E.  T.  NIBBLING,  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

J.  W.  WARNER,  Assistant  Secretary 


HOME  OFFICE  :     Company's  Building,  550-558  Sacramento   St. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL 

Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  Seattle     LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles     B.  A.  SIFFORD,  Portland 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  the  rate  of  "  Dollar  for  Dollar." 

Eastern  Department,  Philadelphia,  FRANK  C.  STURTEVANT,  Manager. 

Middle  East  Department,  Pittsburg,  LOGUE  BROS.  &  CO.,  Gen'l  Agts. 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 

OF  LIVERPOOL,  ENG. 


New  York  Department 

57   and   59    William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


LONDON & 
I  LANCASHIRE  ' 

FIRE 

.  INSUH.ANCE  COMPANY 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 

Geo.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt.     San  Francisco    W.  B.  Hopkins,  local  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt..     Los  Anseles,  Cal. 
SPECIAL   AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond San  Franei.-:co  David  H.  Parry Seattle 

W.  W.  Gilmore Sacramento  N.  Gardner Denver 

J.  P.  Hague Los  Angeles  N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr Salt  Lake  City 

G.  L.  Goodell Portland 
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pacific  Coast 
(Casualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR—AUTOMOBILE—PERSONAL AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 
SAN    FRANCISCO 


Build  Your  Own  Business 

under    our     direct     general    agency 
ys      contract.     This  is  a  liberal  propo- 
W      sition  for  which  men  of  ability  can 
quahfy.       A  few    exceptional    op- 
portunities   are    open  at    present. 
For  particulars,  address: 

JOHN   F.  ROCHE,  Vice-President 

The  Manhattan  Life 

Insurance  Co.       organized  isso 

66  Broadway,   New  York 


Three  coal-oil  stove  explosions  and 
fires  and  fatalities  have  occurred  in 
California  in  the  past  few  days. 

Alaska  volcanoes  are  in  eruption. 
This  probably  insures  a  good   rainfall. 


LIABILITY 

A  Wisconsin  court  has  ruled  that 
typhoid  fever  contracted  by  employees 
who  drank  polluted  water  furnished 
by  their  emyloyers  is  an  accident, 
for  which  the  latter  are  liable. 

Less  Than  One  Week  is  Casual 

The  accident  commission  has  ruled 
that  the  employment  must  be  shown 
to  be  casual  and  not  in  the  course  of 
the  trade,  business,  profession  or  occu- 
pation of  the  employer  in  order  to 
relieve  the  employer  of  liability. 
Where  the  length  of  the  employment 
contemplated  by  the  contract  of  hire 
is  less  than  one  week  the  employment 
is  casual;  and  where  a  rooming  house 
keeper,  as  in  the  case  that  was  under 
consideration,  employs  a  plasterer  for 
a  period  of  less  than  one  week  to  lath 
and  plaster  certain  rooms  in  his  house, 
such  work  is  both  casual  and  outside 
of  the  usual  course  of  the  business  of 
the  employer.  The  latter  is  therefore 
not  liable  for  compensation  for  an 
injury  sustained  by  the  employe. 
ACCIDENT 
Flea-Bite  Causes  Bullet  Wound 

A  hungry  flea  almost  cost  a  Cali- 
fornian  his  life  last  week.  He  was 
driving  near  his  home  at  Hohn's  re- 
sort in  Sonoma  county,  and  was  shot 
through  the  left  shoulder  with  his  own 
rifle.  He  had  the  rifle  lying  at  his 
side.  In  the  rig  with  him  was  his 
dog.  On  the  dog  was  a  flea.  The 
dog  scratched  at  the  flea  and  his  hind 
paw  touched  the  trigger  of  the  rifle. 

The  bullet  pierced  the  man's  left 
shoulder.  After  regaining  conscious- 
ness he  drove  to  his  father's  resort; 
but  when  the  wound  grew  he  was 
brought  to  town  and  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital. 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,  1913,   $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 

in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
2  01    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,  Manager 
S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW,  " 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell     C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A,  Lathrop 


TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast  Review   for   Special  Offer  to 
new  subscribers. 

FIRE 

Marysville  Threatened    by   Fire 

Marys ville,  CaL,  August  6.  —  The 
business  section  of  this  place  was 
threatened  by  fire  of  unknown  origin, 
early  this  morning.  Fire  started  in 
rear  of  the  Horning  building,  a  three- 
story  brick  and  frame  on  D  street. 

The  main  pump  of  the  water  com- 
pany which  supplies  the  city  broke  a 
few  days  ago  and  was  in  course  of 
repair  today.  The  small  auxiliary 
plant  was  being  used.  Had  the  fire 
got  a  good  start  there  would  soon  have 
been  a  water  shortage. 

The  Teutonia  Fire  of  Pittsburg  will 
probably  be  absorbed. 


TKe 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
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These  American  Companies  are  '*Home  Industries." 
They  deserve  your  support. 


Continental  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY  EVANS,   President 

Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  332  South  LaSalle    Street,  Chicago 

Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 

HENRY    EVANS,   President 
Home  Office:  Western  Office: 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  137  South   LaSalle  Street,  Chicago 

Fidelity  [  Fire  ]  Underwriters  of  New  York 

Combined  Assets,  $43,000,032*  Policyholders"  Surplus.  $23,087,709 

*Includes  excess  deposit  of  $132,846  in  Canada  and  New  Mexico 

Home  Office :    80  Maiden   Lane,  New  York 


cmi(m'.^(:k^>M^2/7i^ 


OF    LONDON 

Founded  1714 


jZfi/n^P%^' 


1^  L/ /  i/iyiy  /  ly     ly    t '  iy\yiy/\y 

OF  LiONDOIV  FOUNDED    A.D.    1806 

PAC^FIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT :     Insurance  Exchange,    San  Francisco 

HARRY   H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW.  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL  AGENTS;     F.  A.  Stahl,  San  Francisco;    F.  F.  Richards,  Los  Angeles;    W.  J.  Kulp,  Denver;  M.  B.  Boothby,  Portland 
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MARINE 

Vancouver,  B.  C,  July  30.  —  The 
Norwegian  steamer  Thor,  bound  from 
San  Francisco  to  Nanaima  to  load  on 
coal  went  ashore  last  night  on  Uma- 
tilla Reef  near  Victoria.  There  are 
two  holes  in  the  hull  of  the  vessel. 
She  will  be  floated  soon,  it  is  expected, 
and  w'ill  go  to  Victoria  for  survey. 
PLATE    GLASS 

Plate  glass  risks  have  been  cut  50  per 
cent  in  New  Jersey.  Three-year  poli- 
cies are  being  written  at  ij^  of  the 
former  annual  rate. 

Plate  glass  rates  are   being  reduced 
in  Baltimore  and  other  Atlantic  cities. 
FIRE 
Incendiary  Fire  in  Lumber  Yards 

Sacramento,  August  13. — Fire,  prob- 
ably of  incendiary  origin,  today  de- 
stroyed the  lumber  in  yards  of  two 
companies  at  Portola,  Plumas  county, 
at  a  loss  estimated  by  the  companies 
at  $350,000. 

The  fire  started  in  the  yards  of  the 
Feather  River  Lumber  Company  at 
2:30  this  morning  and  was  not  under 
control  until  this  afternoon.  All  of 
the  lumber  in  these  yards  was  de- 
stroyed. The  flames  spread  to  the 
yards  of  the  California  Pine  Box  and 
Lumber  Company  and  practically  all 
of  their  lumber  was  consumed.  These 
latter  yards  contained  21,000,000  feet 
of  lumber.  In  all,  approximately 
25,000,000  feet  was  destroyed  in  the 
two  yards. 

The  immense  new  factory  of  the 
California  Pine  Box  and  Lumber  Com- 
pany stood  directly  in  the  path  of  the 
flames,  but  was  saved  after  heroic 
fighting. 


The  night  Avatchman  at  the  plant  of 
the  Feather  River  Lumber  Company 
states  he  saw  the  fire  shortly  after  it 
started  and  he  asserts  that  he  saw  a 
man  running  aw-ay  from  the  spot. 

Hot  steam  discharged  against  the 
burning  lumber  piles  by  the  Western 
Pacific  engines  and  the  use  of  dyna- 
mite were  both  unavailing  to  check  the 
flames. 

All  the  mill  plants  have  water  avail- 
able, but  the  yards  have  no  fire  pro- 
tection whatever. 

The  California  Pine  Box  and  Lumber 
Company  expected  to  start  its  factory 
within  fifteen  days.  This  fire  will 
delay  its  initial  run  several  months. 
Mill  Town   Menaced   By    Forest    Flames 

Bellingham  (Wash.),  August  14. — 
Alki,  a  small  mill  town  four  miles 
northwest  of  Bellingham,  is  fighting 
for  its  existence  today  against  forest 
fires  w^hich  have  been  raging  in  the 
vicinity  for  the  past  three  days.  For 
two  days  and  nights  the  entire  popu- 
lation, including  the  women,  has  been 
trying  to  drive  back  the  flames.  The 
fire  fighters  are  exhausted  and  aid  has 
been  sent.  Forest  fires  are  burning 
in  all  parts  of  Whatcom  county.  Sev- 
eral houses  have  been  destroyed,  but 
little  valuable  timber  has  been  burned. 

Spokane,  Wash.,  Aug.  4. — Simmons 
Block  and  contents  damaged  $40,000. 
Fii-e  probably  started  in  a  lodge-room. 
Tenants  13. 

Portland,  Aug  11. — The  wool-ware- 
house fire  of  Theodore  Bernheim  Co. 
destroyed  a  half-million  pounds  of 
wool  and  caused  an  insurance  loss  of 
$80,000. 


10 
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"THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY   OF  AMERICA."       \j 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 

Net  Surplus 
$6,688,448.39 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 


Incorporated    1819 


Cash  Assets  Now    y 

$23,400,526.99   A 

Losses  Paid  ? 

in 
96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 


AM  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  M.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON,  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents 

Main  Of&ce,    301    California  Street 

SAN    FRANCISCO 


H.  F.  MILLS. 


SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS 

J.  A.  MURPHY.  General  Adjuster 
JOHN   P.   BREEDEN,  GEO.  F.  ROBERTS,  FRED  H.  RAOADS, 

J.   A.  GALLAGHER,  G.  S.   MARINER.  E.   V.   CULVER. 


H.  E.  O'BRIEN, 


^  This  Company  has  absolutely  no  connection  with  any  other  corporation  ^ 

I)  bearing  the  name  of  ^Etna.  II 

(xz>oo<z>o(xz>oQ<z>o(xz>o  o<:z>oo<:z>oo<zi>oo<:z>oo<cz>o 


HARTrORD  FIRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,   MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 


Assets,  January  1,1915,     $26,954,099  46 
Surplus  to  Policyholders,  9,543,103  12 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND,  Assistant  General  Agent 

430  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 

441  CALIFORNIA  ST. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E.  DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 


J.  J.  DENNIS.  Portland,  Ore. 

MILTON  E.  SPAULDING.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

ROBERT  E.  DOLLARD.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

W.  S.  DENNIS.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

L.  H.  EARLE,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


C.  E.  MILLER.  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah 
NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane,  Wash. 
P.  H.  GRIFFITH,  Los  Angeles,   Cal. 
ERNEST  E.  PRICE.  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
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INSURANCE 

Subscription,  $3  a  Year  In  the  44th  Year 

Volume  88  San  Francisco,    Cahfornia,   U.  S.  A. 

Entered  at  San  Francisco  Postoffice  as  second-class  mail  matter 


Foreign,  |3.50 
Number  eight 


The  University  of  Southern 

California  has  made  President  Cochran 

of  tlie  Pacific  Mutual  a  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Hereafter  we  must  say  Dr.  Cochran. 

.%% 

Now,  after  all,  was  there  any 

real  arson  gang  in  Los  Angeles?    Was  it 

a    sensational  frame  up?     Has  anybody 

been  convicted?  ., 

You  may  not  be  so  healthy 
as  you  fancy — not  so  well  as  a  year  ago 
when  you  put  off  insuring.  The  Pacific 
Mutual  Life,  a  sound  and  conservative 
company — finds  it  necessary  to  decline 
or  postpone  about  one  application  out  of 
ten.  The  moral  is,  Never  delay  insuring 
your  life. 

%x 

The  Fair  Economics  have 
dismissed  many  employees,  among  whom 
is  the  expert  engineer  of  the  National 
Board.  Mr.  Johnson  had  charge  of  the 
fire  protection  and  superintended  its 
installation. 
$t 

The  Zone  exhibitors,  who  pay 
ground  rent,  build  their  own  "palaces" 
and  pay  one-fourth  of  their  receipts  to 
the  Exposition  Co.,  have  been  "hard 
hit"  by  the  war  and  the  times.  Twenty- 
five  "attractions"  have  retired.  Two 
Zone  companies  have  assessed  their 
stockholders. 


The   amount  of  deposits  at 

Lloyds    of   London    to  protect   fire    and 

other  than  marine  loss  claimants  is  less 

than  $1,500,000. 

tx 

The    National   Life    Under- 
writers in  1916  will  meet  in  a  hot  month 
_  where  the  Wuertzberger  flows  —  in  St. 
Louis. 

XX 

Eighteen     London     Lloyds 
underwriters  quit  in  1914. 

XX 

The  West  Coast -San  Fran- 
cisco Life  industrial  superintendent  at 
Sacramento  has  had  the  degree  of  "A" 
conferred  on  him  by  the  Home  Oflice 
College.  He  has  led  for  seventy-two 
weeks  without  decrease. 

tx 

There  is  more  than  15  billion 

of  legal  reserve  life  insurance  in  force  in 

the  United  States.     There  are  8,000,000 

"ordinary"  policies  in  force,  an  average 

of  1  to  every  11  white  inhabitants. 

XX 

San  Francisco    is  averaging 

10  conventions  every  working  day — some 

days. 

XX 

We     are     receiving    letters 

warmly   praising    Wm.    Sexton's    "Fire 

Insurance." 
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/(fa/(o— Theriaiilt  v.    California  Ins.  Co.  of 
San  Francisco.      149  P.  R.,  719 

Compliance  With 

Watchman  Clause 

When  the  insured  had  employed  two 
competent  watchmen  and,  in  good  faith, 
instructed  them  to  carefully  watch  the 
property  and  to  guard  against  fire,  both  by 
day  and  by  night,  the  condition  of  the 
"watchman  clause"  in  the  policy  was  fully 
complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  insured. 
Proof  of  Loss — 
Waiver 

Regardless  of  the  clause  in  a  policy  that 
no  officer,  agent,  or  other  representative  of 
the  insurance  company  shall  have  the  power 
to  waive  any  of  its  provisions  or  conditions, 
where  other  proofs  than  those  required  in 
the  policy  are  accepted  by  an  agent,  author- 
ized to  adjust  a  loss,  the  company  will  be 
deemed  to  have  waived  the  provisions  of 
the  policy  fixing  the  manner  of  making 
proof  of  loss. 

The  respondent  is  the  owner  of  a  mine  in 
the  operation  of  which  the  insured  property 
was  used.  A  few  days  before  the  fire,  work 
at  the  mine  and  power  house  was  suspended, 
and  respondent  went  to  his  home  at  Avery, 
Idaho,  about  eight  miles  distant  from  the 
property  in  question.  Before  going  he 
employed  two  men,  Pressie  and  Snyder,  to 
act  as  w^atchman,  agreed  to  pay  them  a 
dollar  a  day  each  for  their  services  in  that 
behalf,  and  instructed  them  to  keep  con- 
tinual watch  and  to  be  very  careful  in  re- 
gard to  fire.  There  was  a  quantity  of  debris 
in  the  tunnel  of  the  mine,  and  respondent 
also  employed  Pressie  and  Snyder  to  remove 
it,  agreeing  to  pay  them  the  sum  of  ^10  for 
that  work. 

The  insured  property  was  located  about 
800  feet  from  the  portal  of  the  tunnel  and 
about  1,000  feet  from  the  cabins  where  the 
men  lived,  and  could  not  be  seen  either 
from  the  tunnel  or  the  cabins.  The  fire 
occurred  about  noon,  while  the  men  were 
at  their  cabins  at  dinner. 

It  is  not  contended  by  appellant  that  the 
men  who  were  employed  as  watchman  were 


incompetent,  but  it  is  earnestly  urged  that 
their  employment  to  clean  out  the  tunnel 
was  inconsistent  with  their  employment  as 
watchmen;  that  they  could  not  fulfill  their 
contract  to  remove  the  debris  from  the 
tunnel  and  continuously  watch  the  insured 
property.  The  testimony  does  not  bear 
out  this  contention. 

The  court,  in  the  case  of  Burlington  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Coflfman,  13  Tex.  Civ.  App.  439,  35 
S.  W.  406,  said: 

"Upon  very  plain  principles,  the  courts, 
while  requiring  a  strict  compliance  with  a 
warranty  in  insurance  contracts,  will  not 
exact  performance  beyond  its  terms.  What 
was  required  in  this  instance  was  that  the 
insured  should  keep  a  w'atchman  on  duty 
upon  the  premises  at  night.  The  agreement 
was  complied  with  when  he  employed  and 
kept  such  a  servant  upon  the  premises  as  a 
night  watchman,  provided  he  exercised 
reasonable  care  in  the  selection  and  reten- 
tion of  the  person  for  that  employment. 
*  *  *  A  failure  to  comply  with  tiie  pro- 
vision would,  we  think,  have  existed,  if  it 
had  been  shown  that  the  insured  had  notice 
of  any  unfitness  of  the  watchman,  or  had 
not  observed  ordinary  care  in  employing 
and  keeping  him." 

See,  also,  Sierra  M.,  S.  &  M.  Co.  v.  Hart- 
ford Fire  Ins.  Co.,  76  Cal.  235,  18  Pac.  267; 
McGannon  v.  Mich.  Millers'  Mutual  Fire 
Ins.  Co.,  127  Mich.  636,  87  N.  W.  61,  54  L. 
R.  A.  839,  89  Am.  St.  Rep.  501;  Kansas 
Mill  Owners'  and  Mfgs'  Mut.  Fire  Ins.  Co. 
v.  Metcalf,  59  Kan.  383,  53  Pac.  68;  Han- 
over Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Gustin,  40  Neb.  828, 
59  N.  W.  375;  Phoenix  Assur.  Co.  v.  Coflf- 
man. 10  Tex.  Civ.  App.  631,  32  S.  W.  810. 

In  case  of  Queen  of  Arkansas  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Laster,  108  Ark.  261,  156  S.  W.  848,  it  was 
said : 

"When  appellant's  adjuster,  in  response 
to  appellee's  inquiry,  said  that  he  had  'all 
the  proof  he  wanted,'  this  was  a  waiver  of 
any  further  proof  of  loss  on  the  part  of 
appellant,  notwithstanding  the  nonwaiver 
agreement.  It  was  equivalent  to  saying  to 
the  appellee  that  appellant  was  satisfied  as 
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to  his  loss  and  had  all  the  information   per- 
taining thereto  that  appellant  desired." 
The  above  case  was  decided  June  8,  1915. 


Rhode  Island — De  Paola  v.  National  Ins.  Co. 

et  al  94  At.  Rep.,  700.    July  29 
No  Appraisal, 

But  Suit 
A  policy  provided  that  loss  should  be 
estimated  by  the  insured  and  the  insurer, 
and,  in  case  of  disagreement,  both  insured 
and  insurer  should  select  a  disinterested 
appraiser  who  should  select  an  umpire  to 
decide  in  case  of  differences.  The  iwlicy 
also  declared  that  insurer  should  not  be 
held  to  have  waived  any  provision  of  the 
policy  relating  to  appraisal,  etc.,  and  that 
the  loss  could  not  be  payable  until  60  days 
after  notice,  ascertainment,  estimate,  and 
satisfactory  proof  of  the  loss  had  been  re- 
ceived, including  an  award  by  appraisers 
when  appraisal  has  been  required.  The 
insured  promptly  furnished  proofs  of  loss 
which  were  tiled  with  the  insurer  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  policy.  More 
than  60  days  elapsed  without  action  by  the 
insurers.  Held  that,  though  there  was  no 
appraisal,  the  insured  might  maintain  his 
action ;  it  not  appearing  that  there  was  any 
disagreement  as  to  loss. 
A  Cause 

of  Action 
The  declaration  alleged  that  the  insured 
had  done,  fuitilled,  and  performed  all  things 
on  his  part  to  be  done,  fulfilled,  and  per- 
formed to  entitle  him  to  recover.  The 
declaration  also  averred  the  filing  of  proofs 
of  loss  and  the  nonaction  of  the  insurer. 
Held  that,  as  the  insurers,  if  they  did  not 
intend  to  accept  the  proofs  furnished,  should 
have  taken  the  next  step  in  the  process  of 
adjustment,  the  declaration  was  sufficient 
to  state  a  cause  of  action. 
Matter  to 

be  Proved 

In  such  case  an  averment  in  the  declara- 
tion that  defendant  denied  liability  under 
the  policy  is  surplusage,  and  may  be  disre- 
garded; hence  the  failure  to  prove  such 
averment  will  not  preclude  recovery. 


Misdescriptions — 
Reformation 

If  the  property  is  otherwise  sufficiently 
identified,  a  misdescription  as  to  location 
will  not  avoid  the  policy,  and  the  insured  is 
not  bound  before  suing  on  the  policy  to  sue 
to  reform  it. 


3Imouri — Non-Royalty  Shoe  Co.  v.  Phoenix 
Assur,  Co.,  178  S.  W.  Reporter,  August 
11,  1915 
Measure  of 

Damages 

Where  a  fire  policy  provided  that  the  in- 
surer should  not  be  liable  beyond  the  actual 
cash  value  of  the  property  at  the  time  the 
loss  occurred,  and  that  the  loss  should  be 
ascertained  according  to  such  actual  cash 
value,  with  proper  deduction  for  deprecia- 
tion, in  no  event  exceeding  the  cost  of 
repair  or  replacing  the  property  with 
material  of  like  kind  and  quality,  the 
measure  of  damages  for  injuries  to  machines 
insured  is  their  cash  value,  if  totally  de- 
stroyed, or  if  not  totally  destroyed,  and  in 
such  condition  that  they  could  be  repaired 
to  perform  their  intended  work,  the  cost  of 
the  repairs,  or,  if  so  injured  that  they  could 
not  be  repaired,  the  difference  between 
their  value  before  the  fire  and  after. 

This  was  an  action  on  one  of  eleven  poli- 
cies, on  machinery,  etc. 

Choice  of 

Umpire  by  Lot 

In  Ostrander  on  Fire  Insurance  (2d.  Ed.) 
p.  628  and  following,  the  question  of  the 
validity  of  the  choice  of  an  umpire  by  lot  is 
discussed  and  the  authorities  bearing  on  it 
collated.  It  appears  that  the  earlier  English 
cases  generally  condemned  the  practice, 
but  the  later  authorities,  following  the  de- 
cision of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  In 
rem  Hopper,  Law  Reports  2  Q.  B.  (1866-67) 
367-376.  and  Neale  v.  Ledger,  16  East,  91, 
have  held  that  where  the  parties  are  compe- 
tent and  it  is  difficult  to  choose  between 
the  two,  there  is  no  objection  to  determin- 
ing them  by  lot. 

(Continued  on  page  348) 
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Our  Best  Legal  Digest 

All  decisions  in  this  number  and  in  all 
numbers  of  the  Coast  Review,  are  recent. 
No  other  insurance  journal  excels  it  in  this 
respect. 

Make  You  a  Legal  Scrap-Book 

Get  some  loose  leaves  of  a  good  quality 
of  paper.  Index  them  by  subject  in  a  line 
across  the  top.  Cut  out  the  decisions  in 
the  Coast  Eeview  which  you  recognize  as 
important  and  paste  them  on  one  side  of 
the  leaf,  according  to  the  subject,  as 
Vacancy,  Proofs  of  Loss,  Appraisement, 
Misdescription,  Wrong  Location,  Mortgagee 
and  Mortgagor,  Subrogation,  etc. ;  or  if  a 
life  or  accident  man,  do  the  same,  with 
such  headings  or  subjects  as  you  feel  of 
practical  use.  After  awhile,  take  your 
leaves  and  pen-number  them  and  take 
them  to  a  binder  and  he  will  hand  you 
back  a  $10  book  for  §1.  Your  decisions  in 
that  scrap-book  will  be  the  latest  and  most 
authoritative. 


Some  Trans  -  Mississippi  Steamship 
Horrors 

July  24,  1915 — Lake  fast  excursion  steamer 
Eastland,  with  2,500  passengers  aboard, 
capsized  at  wharf  on  Chicago  river,  Chicago ; 
1,350  lives  lost. 

May  7,  1915  —  Cunard  liner  Lusitania, 
sunk  by  German  submarine  off  Kinsale, 
Ireland,  in  Irish  sea;  1,137  lives  lost. 

May  29,  1914 — Empress  of  Ireland,  sunk 
by  collier  Storstad  in  the  St.  Lawrence 
river;  1,014  lives  lost. 

April  14,  1912  —  Titantic  struck  iceberg 
and  sunk  off  Newfoundland ;  1,595  lives  lost 
and  but  745  saved. 

November  14,  1909  —  Steamer  La  Seine, 
sunk  in  collision  near  Singapore;  95  lives 
lost. 

August  24,  1909— Excursion  steamer  and 
liner  in  collision  at  Montevideo;  200  lives 
lost. 

July  22,  1907  —  Steamer  Columbia,  sunk 
in  collision  with  lumber  schooner;  100  lives 
lost. 

February  12,  1907  —  Steamer  Larchmont, 
sunk  in  collision  with  the  Henry  Knowlton 
in  Long  Island  Sound;  183  lives  lost. 


June  15,  1904 — Steamer  General  Slocum, 
burned  in  Hudson  river  with  hundreds  of 
school  children  on  board;  959  lives  lost. 

July  2,  1898 — Bourgogne,  sunk  in  collision 
with  Cromartyshire;  871  lives  lost. 

January  30,  1895 — Elbe,  sunk  in  collision 
with  steamer  Crathie  in  North  sea ;  335  lives 
lost. 

March  17,  1891 — Utopia,  sunk  in  collision 
with  steamer  Anson  off  Gibraltar;  574  lives 
lost. 

September  3,  1878 — Princess  Alice,  sunk 
by  Bywell  Castle  in  the  Thames,  near  Wood- 
wich;  about  700  lives  lost. 

In  1868  —  Steamer  Seabird,  burned  on 
Lake  Michigan;  100  lives  lost. 

September  8,  1860 — Lady  Elgin,  sunk  in 
collision  on  Lake  Michigan;  287  lives  lost. 

1857 — Steamer  Montreal,  burned  in  St. 
Lawrence  river;  250  lives  lost. 

1852 — Atlantic,  sunk  in  Lake  Erie;  250 
lives  lost. 

1850 — Griffith,  burned  in  Lake  Erie;  300 
lives  lost. 

1847 — Phoenix,  burned  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan ;  247  lives  lost. 

1841 — Erie,  burned  on  Lake  Erie;  175 
lives  lost. 


Lowe  Arrested 

Porterville,  Cal.,  July  31. — Jack  Lowe,  a 
district  insurance  agent,  well  known  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona,  was  taken  into  custody 
today  on  complaint  of  Mrs.  Lowe,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Kansas,  who  alleges  that  for  the 
last  two  years  Lowe  has  failed  to  support 
his  minor  children.  Lowe  also  faces  a 
damage  suit  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  brought  by 
E.  E.  Birrel,  an  insurance  man,  who  claims 
defamation  of  character.  Lowe  declares  he 
will  return  to  Kansas  without  formality  and 
that  he  will  take  witli  him  postal  and  tele- 
graph records  showing  Mrs.  Lowe's  charges 
are  false. 


It  is  asserted  tliat  an  alligator  pear  (avo- 
cado) tree  at  Whittier,  Cal.,  is  insured 
against  wind  and  fire  damage  in  the  sum  of 
$30,000  by  Lloyds  of  London  Last  year  the 
yield  was  3,000  "pears"  averaging  50  cts 
each — if  somebody  isn't  lying  about  this 
salad  stuff.  Probably  25  cts  would  be  an 
overestimate. 
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Lo9  Angeles's  New  2-Platoon  Law  Causes 
Closing  of  12  Fire   Houses 

The  enforcement  of  the  new  two  -  platoon 
ordinance  in  Los  Angeles  will  require  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $-107,000;  but 
the  city's  finances  will  not  permit  this. 

The  houses  slated  to  be  closed  are: 

Engine  Company  No.  5,  Fourth  street  and 
Towne  avenue;  Engine  Company  No.  7, 
Maple  avenue  and  Twenty-fifth  street; 
Engine  Company  No.  18,  Hobart  boulevard 
and  Adams  street;  Engine  Company  No. 
21,  1167  East  Fifty-second  street;  Engine 
Company  No.  32,  First  and  Reno  streets; 
Engine  Company  No.  33,  244  West  Florence 
street;  Hose  Company  No.  2,  1527  Winfield 
street;  Hose  Company  No.  3,  Wilmington; 
Hose  Company  No.  5,  Vernon  and  Nor- 
mandie  avenues;  Truck  Company  No.  4, 
1819  West  Seventh  street,  and  Truck  Com- 
pany No.  8,  2475  West  "Washington  street. 

Under  the  new  ordinance  every  fire-house 
in  use  must  be  manned  by  a  full  "crew"  on 
two  shifts  at  increased  salaries.  The  man 
who  thinks  he  pays  no  taxes  always  votes 
more  taxes  for  his  neighbor  to  pay.  Our 
silly  governmental  plan  permits  paupers  to 
vote — paupers  in  and  out  of  the  alms-house. 

The  Los  Angeles  ordinance  also  provides 
for  eight  batallion  chiefs  at  $175  a  month. 
One  councilman  is  quoted  thus:  "Los 
Angeles  has  as  much  use  for  eight  batallion 
chiefs — one  for  every  four  houses — as  I  have 
for  eight  legs."  It  is  assumed  that  five 
houses  will  be  closed. 

It  is  expected  that  the  city  will  save  about 
$100,000  by  closing  five  fire-houses.  But, 
at  the  present  typing  the  fire  underwriters 
have  not  been  heard  from.  Salaries  are 
being  reduced  and  many  city  employees  are 
being  discharged  in  order  to  introduce  the 
2-platoon  system  in  a  curtailed  way. 

The  2-platoon  system  will  not  improve 
the  Los  Angeles  fire  protection  and  may 
.seriously  impair  it. 


Death  of  Manager  Buchenberger 

Hugo  C.  Buchenberger,  formerly  a  resi- 
dent of  New  York,  died  on  August  12  at 
Hamburg,  Germany,  aged  63. 

Mr.  Bu<;henberger  was  born  at  Werth- 
heim,  Germany,  July  1,  1852.  In  that  city 
he  was  educated  and  was  a  graduate  of  its 
college.  At  age  23  he  came  to  America 
with  the  Hamburg-Bremen,  December  13, 
1875,  as  a  clerk  in  the  agency  department 
of  the  United  States  branch  office  in  New 
York.  In  March,  1882,  he  was  made  associ 
ate  manager,  with  F.  O.  Affeld,  Sr.,  the 
then  manager.  This  was  when  S.  von 
Dorrien  was  appointed  managing  director  of 
the  company  at  Hamburg. 

In  July,  1907,  Mr.  Buchenberger  was 
appointed  managing  director  of  the  com- 
pany at  the  home  office.  The  deceased 
leaves  a  widow  and  three  children. 


Firebug  Taboo  in  San  Diego 

Because  of  his  activities  several  years 
ago,  when  he  was  known  as  the  champion 
"firebug,"  Adolph  Schonek,  banished  from 
the  county  by  the  authorities,  will  not  be 
allowed  to  return,  according  to  an  order 
issued  by  Dist.-Atty.  Spencer  M.  Marsh  of 
San  Diego. 

Schonek  wrote  to  the  district  attorney 
declaring  that  he  would  like  to  return  to 
San  Diego  to  live  with  his  aged  mother, 
promising  to  observe  the  law  strictly.  A.  E. 
Dodson,  former  superintendent  of  the  city 
fire  department,  joined  with  others  in 
objecting  to  the  granting  of  Schonek' s 
request. 


The  International  Assn.  of  Casualty  & 
Surety  Underwriters  convenes  in  Detroit 
August  24  to  27.  Mutual  and  assessment 
companies  are  included  with  stock  in  this 
annual  gettogether. 


Manager  Chowen  has  suddenly  resigned 
his   position   with  the   Frankfort  General. 

Manager  Irving  has  returned  from  the 
South. 

There  is  talk  of  paying  only  straight  15 
percent  commission  in  unprofitable  states. 

The  Central  Life  of  Des  Moines  held  an 
agency  convention  in  San  Francisco  this 
month,  with  a  banquet  in  the  evening. 
Kind  invitations  to  attend  are  hereby 
acknowledged.  Exercises  were  held  on  the 
exposition  grounds. 
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Vexatious 

Delay 
If  we  apply  here  what  our  court  held  in 
Stevens  v.  Norwich  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  supra,  on 
the  theory  of  plaintiff  that  no  valid  appraise- 
ment had  ever  been  made,  the  policy  requir- 
ing one,  and  that  as  we  there  said  being  a 
prerequisite  to  a  right  of  recovery,  how  can 
this  plaintiff  recover  unless  it  shows  that 
it  had  demanded  appraisal  and  had  been 
refused?  Surely  defendant  cannot  be  held 
to  a  vexatious  refusal  to  pay  when  the  very 
essential  prerequisite  of  an  appraisal  was 
absent. 


False  Bills 

of  Purchases 

Insured  cannot  be  charged  with  the  acts 
of  his  son  in  furnishing  the  adjuster  false 
bills  of  purchases  where  the  son  was  his 
agent  only  in  handling  the  buying  and  sell- 
ing end  of  the  busine.ss. 

Where  an  insurance  adjuster  innocently 
furnished  false  copies  of  bills  of  purchases, 
given  him  by  an  unauthorized  agent  of  in- 
sured, the  policy  is  not  thereby  avoided. — 
Mick  V.  Corporation  of  Royal  Exch.  Assur. 
of  London,  Eng.,  94  A.  808,  Aug.  5,  1915. 

Mortgagor's 
Fraud 

"Where  the  policy  was  procured  by  fraud 
of  mortgagor,  and  the  insurer  has  paid  to 
the  mortgagee  the  full  amount  of  a  mortgage 
on  the  property,  it  may  be  subrogated  to 
the  mortgagee's  I'ights,  but  not  otherwise. 
.Etna  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  National  Union  Fire 
Ins.  Co.,  153  N.  W.  553,  July  30. 

Less  Than 

Sole  Ownership 

Owner  of  property  who  purchased  as 
executor  vested  with  title  the  estate  with 
widow  of  testator,  could  not  recover  on  a 
fire  insurance  policy  not  providing,  as  re- 
quired by  L.  O.  L.  §  4666,  amended  by 
Laws  1911,  p.  279,  for  the  insurance  of  any 
interest  less  than  sole  unconditional  owner- 


ship.— Howard  v.  Horticultural  Fire  Eelief 
of  Oregon,  150  P.  270,  Aug.  9. 

Valuation 

of  Property 

That  local  conditions  had  destroyed  any 
demand  for  insured  personal  property  at  tiie 
place  it  was  located  at  the  time  of  loss  held 
not  to  entitle  the  insurer  to  have  it  valued 
at  such  place,  where  by  moving  it  to  an- 
other place  its  fair  market  value  could  be 
obtained. — Prus.sian  Nat.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Law- 
rence, 221  F.  931. 

Intention  and 

Not  Circumstances 

The  intention  determines  the  sense  of  the 
terms  used  in  a  policy,  and  if  clearly 
expressed,  resort  may  not  be  had  to  the 
circumstances. — 172  S.  W.  625. 

Where  policy  reserved  right  to  change 
beneficiary,  person  designated  as  beneficiary 
held  to  have  no  vested  right,  and  insured's 
control  over  the  policy  was  as  complete  as 
though  himself  designated  as  beneficiary. — 
Id. 

Appraisement  ^ 

and  Award 

That  an  appraisement  and  an  award  has 
been  made  under  the  terms  of  a  standard 
fire  insurance  policy  does  not  prevent  the 
bringing  of  an  action  at  law  upon  such  pol- 
icy, although  the  award  may  be  pleaded  in 
defense  thereto. — Hirsch  v.  Home  Ins.  Co., 
94  A.  722,  July  29. 

Right  of     ■ 

Subrogation 

The  right  of  subrogation  may   be  waived. 

Under  a  fire  policy,  held,  that  insurer 
was  not  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  insured 
against  a  railroad  company  which  fired  the 
property,  as  it  did  not  at  or  before  making 
payment  assert  that  the  company  fired  the 
property.  An  insurance  company's  right  of 
subrogation  to  a  claim  against  a  tort-feasor 
held  not  barred  by  settlement  between  the 
tort-feasor  and  the  owner  for  less   than  the 
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liability,  such  settlement  being  only  a  de- 
fense pro  tanto  to  the  extent  of  the  amount 
paid. — Fire  Ass'n  of  Philadelphia  v.  Wells, 
94  A.  619,  July  29,  1915. 

Payable  60  Days 
After  Notice 
Under  a  contract  of  insurance  providing 
for  ascertainment  of  loss  by  a  reference,  in- 
surer's obligation  to  pay  amount  for  which 
liable  held  to  ripen  60  days  after  notice  of 
lire,  although  precise  amount  was  not  then 
ascertained. 

Evidence 

Inadmissible 

Under  St.  1908,  containing  standard  form 
of  fire  insurance  policy,  by  section  57,  mak- 
ing an  insurer  liable  only  for  actual  value 
of  property  totally  destroyed,  evidence  as 
to  cost  to  insured  from  tearing  down  of 
walls  and  increased  cost  of  rebuilding  held 
inadmissible. — Second  Society  of  Universal- 
ists  in  Town  of  Boston  v.  Royal  Ins.  Co., 
109  N.  E.  38-4. 

Proof 

of  Loss 

A  provision  requiring  proof  of  loss  within 
60  days  is  waived  where  the  insurer,  within 
60  days,  denies  liability  on  other  grounds 
than  failure  to  furnish  such  proof. 

Where  a  policy  requires  proof  of  loss 
within  60  days,  denial  of  liability  will  not 
constitute  waiver  of  such  proof  unless  made 
within  the  60  days. 

Equivalent 

Phrases 

An  allegation  ' '  that  defendant  refused 
payment"  held  equivalent  to  an  allegation 
"that  defendant  denied  liability,"  when 
applied  to  a  solvent  insurance  company. — 
Continental  Ins.  Co.  v.  Chance,  150  P.  114, 
August  9,  1915. 

Attaches  in 

New  Location 

Wliere  insurer's  agent  issued  anew  policy 
locating  the  property  in  the  place  to  which 
he  knew  it  was  to  be  removed,  policy  held 
to  attach  as  valid  insurance  as  soon  as  the 
property  was  moved. — Weston  v.  American 
Ins.  Co.,  177  S.  W.  792,  July  28. 


IVIortgage  Clause 

Independent  Contract 

A  mortgage  clause  in  an  insurance  polic 
held  an  independent  contract  with  the 
mortgagee  by  which  other  conditions  of  the 
policy  were  waived  by  the  insurer,  including 
acts  of  the  mortgagor  affecting  the  insurance 
so  far  as  his  interests  are  concerned. — 
Stamey  v.  Royal  Exch.  Assur.  Co.,  150  P. 
227,  Aug.  9. 

Under  a  mortgage  clause  in  insurance 
policy,  held  that  the  mortgagee  could  re- 
cover from  the  insurer  the  unpaid  balance 
of  its  mortgage  lien  on  the  property. — Same. 

Broker 

for  Insurer 

An  insurance  broker,  intrusted  by  insurer 
with  delivery  of  a  policy  and  collection  of 
the  premium,  is  the  agent  of  insurer. 

Valued 

Policy 

A  representation  that  an  automobile,  in- 
sured against  fire  to  the  amount  of  $1,750, 
cost  $2,000  held  material  to  the  risk  within 
Mo.  Rev.  St.  1909. 

Fraudulent  overvaluation  by  insured  in  a 
fire  policy  is  not  available  to  insurer  as  a 
defense  to  an  action  on  the  policy. — Farber 
V.  American  Automobile  Ins.  Co.,  177  S.  W. 
675. 

Insurer  held  estopped  from  contradicting 
a  statement  indorsed  on  a  policy  on  an 
automobile  as  to  the  actual  cost  thereof. — 
Id. 

Subrogation — 
Wagering 

An  insurer,  on  paying  a  loss,  is  subrogated 
to  the  insured's  claim  against  the  wrong- 
doer causing  the  loss. 

Petition,  in  a  fire  insurance  company's 
action  on  insured's  contract  to  pay  over  to 
it  a  sum  recovered  from  the  company  which 
caused  the  fire,  held  to  state  a  cause  of 
action  as  against  a  general  demurrer. 

Since  insurance  is  indemnity,  a  contract 
for  a  fixed  sum  (a  "valued  policy")  would 
be  illegal  and  wagering.  —  Norwich  Union 
Fire  Ins.  Society  v.  Bainbridge  Grocery  Co. , 
85  S.  E.  622. 
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We  Serve  and  Conserve 


BUSINESS 

If  this  country  goes  to  war  or  is  forced  into 
war  the  income  and  corporation  taxes  will 
probably  be  doubled,  A  few  days  ago  the 
cash  balan'^e  in  the  general  fund  in  the 
national  treasury  was  only  $12,000,000. 
The  war  in  Europe  has  caused  a  falling  off 
in  importations  and  a  decline  of  30  percent 
in  the  tariff  revenue. 

A  big  New  York  bank  warns  the  country 
of  the  danger  of  inflation  when  the  war  ends. 
There  is  now  an  undue  share  of  the  world's 
stock  of  gold  in  the  United  States.  Irre- 
deemable paper  money  in  any  excess  of 
needs  will  depreciate,  because  it  can  not  be 
retired  nor  exported.  With  high  prices, 
goods  cannot  be  sold  abroad  nor  made  at 
home.  Foreign  goods  will  flood  into  the 
country.  In  six  months  the  sui'plus  reserve 
of  the  New  York  city  banks  has  doubled. 
The  steel  industry  of  the  country  has  trebled 
its  efficiency  or  output  in  six  months  and  is 
now  nearly  normal. 


If  the  war  should  soon  end,  what  would 
become  of  powder  stocks? 

The  great  war  affects  many  branches  of 
business  in  this  country,  and  unfavorably. 
Perhaps  it  is  indirectly  responsible  for  the 
increase  in  fire  losses. 

California  Bank  Clearings  in  July 

1915  1914 

San  Francisco $226,800,957           $225,316,649 

Los  Angeles 90,315.114  97.669,160 

Oakland 14.778,996  14,389,587 

Sacramento 8,308,752  8,764,924 

San  Diego 8,510,774  8,782,.>18 

Fresno 3,446,166  3,782,297 

Stockton 3,893,707  4,117,712 

San  Jose      2,836,657  3,137,937 

Pasadena 3,872,116  3,787,459 

Bakersfield 1,740,092  1,912,709 

Santa  Rosa 905,495  1,057,931 

Long  Beach 2,229.092  2,527,240 

Other  Coast  Cities'  July  Clearings 

1915  1914 

Seattle $  53,32:i,052  $  56,003.474 

Portland 40,560.206  46,046,477 

Salt  Lake  City     ...       .     28,132,915  25,733,730 

Spokane 15,301,522  16,427,585 

Tacoma 7,854,939  i    9.100,172 

Helena 4,599,890  5,862,284 

Five  out  of  six  cities  show  a  decline. 


An  excellent  way  to  save  money  without 
risk  is  to  make  regular  and  frequent  deposits 
in  a  savings  bank.  This  is  not  only  a  good 
habit  but  has  much  of  the  satisfaction  which 
all  experience  in  making  purchases.  Another 
excellent  way  to  save  a  part  of  one's  income 
is  afforded  by  the  endowment  life  insurance 
policy,  which  guarantees  the  payment  of 
the  principal  sum  to  be  saved,  in  the  event 
of  death  prior  to  the  end  of  the  endowment 
period. 

The  British  new  war  loan  of  $3,000,000,000 
w'as  over- subscribed.     It  bears  -O^  interest. 


The  new  English  war  loan  is  issued  in 
bonds  and  vouchers  as  low  as  20  shillings, 
10  or  5. 


California  has  "made  good"  with  its  1915 
barley  crop  of  nearly  3,000,000  bushels  more 
than  in  1914.  But  the  price  is  not  nearly 
so  good.  The  rice  crop  doubled.  Apples, 
peaches,  pears  and  cherries  are  of  poor 
yield.  Apricots  yield  very  large.  Market 
for  fruit  is  poor,  partly  because  of  the  high 
price  of  sugar.  Families  are  not  "putting 
up"  fruit  as  usual.  Vineyardists  are  dis- 
couraged by  low  prices  and  prohibition 
propoganda. 
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In  the  past  five  years  fire  has  destroyed 
$1,500,000,000  worth  of  property  in  the 
United  States.  A  large  part  of  this 
mendous  fire  loss  total  was  caused 
incendiaries  who  had  previous  fires, 
has  been  said  that  fire  insurance,  the 
tributor  of  fire  losses  of  the  few  among 
many,  itself  causes  many  fires,  by 
liberal  adjustments.  The  cost  of  fire  insur- 
ance and  fire  protection  is  certainly  a  part 
of  the  cost  of  living.  Anything,  any  im- 
provement in  buildings  and  in  fire  protec- 
tion, in  building  and  fire  and  arson  laws, 
reduces  the  cost  of  living. 

California,    formerly    raising    30    million 
bushels  of  wheat,  now  raises  less  than  8. 


The  California  Wine  Association  has 
4,000,000  gallons  of  wine  on  hand.  The 
association  is  now  buying  very  few  grapes. 
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National  Life  Underwriters  Association 
Annual  Gettogether  in  the  Conven- 
tion   City 

A  fine  body  of  men  gathered  in  San  Fran- 
cisco this  week — good  looking,  with  shining 
faces  and  resolute  jaws.  They  are  mission- 
aries. They  are  men  eloquent  who  preach 
the  gospel  of  life  insurance — the  gospel  of 
family  protection  and  preservation. 

Altogether  there  were  about  200  of  these 
prosperous  preachers.  They  meant  business 
and  they  talked  business.  Tuesday  morn- 
ing the  presiding  elder,  President  Willet, 
called  the  annual  meeting  to  order,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Clampett  prayed  for  the  associa- 
tion. The  delegates  were  formally  welcomed 
by  President  Hunter  of  the  San  Francisco 
association  and  Wm.  J.  Dutton  for  the 
Exposition. 

Vice  President  Woods  presented  an  an- 
alysis of  320  successful  life  insurance  agents 
who  are  earning  from  §2,500  to  §25,000  each. 
The  average  yearly  income  is  §7,000  each. 
What  other  320  preachers  or  missionaries 
equal  this? 

J.  N.  Russell  Jr.  (of  the  Pacific  Mutual) 
recommended  the  employment  of  a  paid 
organizer  to  create  new  associations  and 
mend  the  backbones  of  the  weak  old  ones. 

AV.  L.  Hathaway  (of  the  Mutual  Life)  of 
the  Insurance  Congress  told  the  delegates, 
in  his  usual  clear  style,  what  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition  is  doing  for 
insurance,  giving  it  prominence  and  dis- 
tinguishing it  as  one  of  the  factors  of  mod- 
ern economics. 

R.  0.  Miles  (of  the  Connecticut  Mutual) 
was  for  the  second  time  awarded  the  Calef 
Loving  Cup  for  the  best  essay. 

On  the  third  day,  August  12,  Edward  A. 
Woods  (  whom,  'tis  said,  the  Equitable  pays 
$450,000  a  year)  was  elected  president  for 
the  ensuing  year.  He  is  a  little  man  with 
a  big  talk.  Two  vice  presidents  were  elected, 
and  later  a  man  from  Oregon  pleaded  for  a 
third  vice  president  to  be  from  his  state. 
Among  the  new  executive  committeemen 
are  John  Newton  Russell  Jr.  of  Los  An- 
geles, Edgar  Smith  of  Portland,  Charles  L). 
Kipp  of  Salt  Lake,  C.  C.  Thompson  of 
Seattle,  and  S.  F.  McAnear  of  Sacramento. 

At  the  fair,  after  [adjournment,  the  dele- 


gates entered  behind  a  band  and  marched 
to  a  court,  where  they  were  addressed  by 
the  president  of  the  exposition,  by  the  asso- 
ciation's new  president,  and  by  the  com- 
missioner of  insurance  events.  Then  a 
photograph  of  the  insurance  men  present 
was  taken  and  twenty  minutes  later  proofs 
were  shown.  The  good  looking  men  has- 
tened to  sign  cards  for  a  really  fine  picture. 
The  San  Francisco  Life  Underwriters 
Association  entertained  the  delegates  and 
their  wives.  The  banquet  was  a  240  affair, 
with  the  usual  after-dinner  talks. 


Tne  Insurance  Congress  in  San  Francisco 
in  October 

To  the  members  of  the  National  Council: 
The  American  Bar  Association  having  joined 
the  National  Council  and  named  Mr.  Arthur 
I.  Vorys  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  as  its  repre- 
sentative, brings  the  number  of  associa- 
tions of  national  and  sectional  influence  in 
insurance  or  allied  activities  up  to  ninety- 
seven.  With  .several  others  making  in- 
quiries as  to  the  aims  of  the  Council,  it 
makes  it  seem  quite  certain  that  the  number 
of  association  members  in  your  important 
body  will  exceed  one  hundred  before  the 
Congress  convenes,  embracing  practically 
every  influence  which  has  a  direct  interest 
in  assisting  to  .solve  the  many  problems 
connected  with  the  future  of  insurance. 

"Formal  invitations  are  unnecessary"  was 
the  closing  sentence  of  our  message  to  you 
of  July  1st,  printed  on  the  title  page  of  the 
official  program.  Inquiries  seem  to  render 
it  advisable  to  emphasize  that  statement, 
and  explain  that  your  Executive  Committee 
deemed  it  advisable  to  announce  that  the 
Congress  proceedings  would  be  open  tc  all, 
rather  than  to  depend  upon  issuing  formal 
invitations,  as  the  number  of  people  engaged 
in  insurance  and  affiliated  work  is  so  large 
that  all  could  not  be  reached,  and  many 
most  desirous  of  attending  might  be  omitted. 
It  seems  particularly  desirable  at  this  time 
that  members  of  the  National  Council,  and 
the  associations  they  represent,  should  cause 
this  announcement  to  have  the  widest  cir- 
culation possible  through  their  papers  and 
bulletins. 

W.  L.  Hathaway,  Commissioner. 


352 


The  Coa^  Review  of  San  Francisco 


Life     I  n  s  VI  r  a  n  c  e     In     S  vi  p  r  e  m  e     Covirt 


CaUfomia—I>\hb]e  v.  Reliance  Life  Ins.  Co., 

149  Pac.  Rep.  170 
Stipulations — 
Validity 
An  incontestable  clause  in   a   life    policy 
issued  to  a  trusted  employee   of   insurer  is 
as  binding  on  insurer  as  if   the  policy   had 
been  issued  to  a   stranger,    for   the   parties 
sustain  the  same  relation  as  in  the  ordinary 
case  of  life  insui'ance. 

Incontestable 
Clause 

A  provision  in  policy  that  it  shall  not  be 
contested  after  one  year  from  its  date, 
except  for  non-payment  of  premiums,  pre- 
vents insurer  from  contesting  the  policy  after 
one  year,  on  the  ground  that  insured,  when 
applying  for  insurance  and  at  all  times 
thereafter,  was  seriously  ill,  though  the 
policy  also  provides  that  it  shall  not  take 
effect  until  the  premium  is  paid,  while 
insured  is  in  good  health,  and  the  policy 
shall  have  been  duly  issued. 

This  provision  precludes  any  defense  after 
the  stipulated  period  on  account  of  false 
statements  warranted  by  insured  to  be  true, 
though  the  statements  were  fraudulently 
made,  unless  fraud  is  expressly  or  im- 
pliedly excepted  from  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
vision. 

Civ.  Code 

"All  Contracts" 

Civ.  Code,  §  1688,  providing  that  "aU 
contracts"  w^iich  have  for  their  object  the 
exemption  of  any  one  from  responsibility 
for  his  own  fraud  are  against  the  policy  of 
the  law,  includes  life  insurance  policies,  but 
does  not  render  invalid  a  clause  declaring 
that  a  policy  shall  be  incontestable  after  one 
year  from  its  date,  though  construed  to  pre- 
clude the  defense  of  fraud  by  insured,  for 
the  object  of  the  clause  is  only  to  provide  a 
shorter  term  for  maintaining  a  claim  on  the 
ground  of  fraud  than  is  prescribed  by  limi- 
tations. 
Defense  Based 
On  Fraud 

The   incontestable   clause    does     not   ex- 


pressly or  impliedly  except  an  action  or  de- 
fense based  on  fraud  by  insured,  though 
the  policy  provides  that,  in  the  absence  of 
fraud,  all  statements  in  the  application 
shall  be  deemed  representations  and  not 
warranties,  and  no  such  statement  shall 
avoid  the  policy  unless  contained  in  the 
written  application. 

Judgment  for  plaintiff  reversed,  with 
directions  to  the  lower  court  to  overrule  the 
demurrer  of  plaintiff  in  so  far  as  the  first 
count  of  the  answer  is  concerned. 

Defendant  company  holds  that  no  policy 
was  ever  issued  to  deceased — that  no  con- 
tract was  ever  made  —  he  being  in  poor 
health  when  the  "purported"  policy  was 
delivered  and  paid  for.  The  insured  was 
an  employee  of  the  company — and  he  must 
have  been  sick  because  he  soon  died  after 
one  year. 

In  the  McGinnis  case  (97  N.  E.  1018)  the 
policy  stated  that  it  was  not  to  go  into  effect 
unless  the  first  premium  was  actually  paid 
during  the  lifetime  and  good  health  of  the 
insured,  but  it  was  held  that  this  was 
covered  by  the  incontestable  clause,  and 
that  the  insurer  had  waived  its  right  to 
urge  such  defense. 

Advertising  Pay 

for  Premium 
An  insurer,  by  requiring  insured  to  com- 
mence the  publishing  of  advertising  out  of 
which  it  was  agreed  the  first  premium 
should  be  deducted,  held  to  waive  the  con- 
dition that  the  policy  should  be  ineffective 
until  delivery  and  payment  of  the  first 
premium.— 176  S.  W.  1139. 

Lapse 

of  Policy 

Tiie  obligation  of  a  life  insurance  con- 
tract, in  the  al)sence  of  contract  or  statute 
otherwise  providing,  is  conditional  upon 
the  payment  of  premiums  as  they  become 
due,  and  if  tin-  policy  be  allowed  to  lapse, 
no  recovery  can  be  had  thereon.  — Burke  v. 
Prudential  Ins.  Co.,  108  N.  E.  1069. 
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Washington  —  Boutin  v.  National    Casualty 

Co.,  150  Pac.  Reporter 449,  Aug.  16,  1915 
Waiver  of  Forfeiture 

For  Nonpayment 
An  accident  policy  from  month  to  month 
stipulated  for  the  payment  of  monthly 
premiums  in  advance.  The  insurer  em- 
ployed a  collector  of  the  premiums.  It  was 
his  custom  to  apply  to  the  policyholders  on 
the  first  of  the  month  or  within  a  few  days 
thereafter.  The  beneficiary  was  always 
ready  with  the  money  for  the  premium 
due  on  the  first  of  the  month,  and  waited 
for  the  collector  to  collect  it.  The  custom 
of  the  collector  continued  for  about  three 
years.  The  collector  called  for  the  payment 
of  the  premium  for  a  month  on  the  third 
day  thereof.  Insured  died  from  an  acci- 
dent on  the  day  before.  Held,  that  the 
policy  had  not  lapsed,  for  the  beneficiary 
was  justified  in  believing  that  the  insurer 
would  not  insist  on  a  forfeiture  when  its 
agent  failed  to  appear  and  receive  the 
money  at  the  proper  time,  on  the  first  of 
the  month. 

California — Price  v.  Occidental  Life  Ins.  Co. 

147  P.  R.  1175 
Burden  of  Proof 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  insuring  against 
bodily  injuries  efl'ected  through  external, 
violent,  and  accidental  means,  plaintiff  was 
bound  to  allege  and  prove,  as  a  part  of  her 
case,  that  the  death  cf  insured  resulted  from 
accident,  and  it  was  not  incumbent  on  de- 
fendant to  negative  accident,  as  it  was  not 
relying  upon  any  exception,  forfeiture, 
breach  of  warranty,  or  other  affirmative 
ground  of  defense. 

Construction — 

"Accident" 
An  "accident"  within  a  policy  insuring 
against  injuries  efi"ected  through  external, 
violent,  and  accidental  means,  is  a  casualty, 
something  out  of  the  usual  course  of  events, 
and  which  happens  suddenly  and  unex- 
pectedly and  without  any  design  on  the 
part  of  the  person  injured. 


Findings — 

Inconsistency 

While  the  fact  that  a  pei'son  insured 
against  injuries  efl'ected  through  external, 
violent,  and  accidental  means  was  killed  by 
a  bullet  from  a  firearm,  discharged  by 
another  person,  would,  standing  alone, 
justify,  if  not  require,  the  inference  that  the 
killing  was  accidental,  this  inference  might 
be  overcome  by  other  evidence,  since  if  the 
killing  was  the  result  of  an  encounter  with 
deadly  weapons,  and  if  insured  himself 
invited  and  brought  on  such  conflict,  the 
death  would  not  be  accidental;  and  hence 
findings  that  insured  was  killed  by  a  bullet 
from  a  revolver  discharged  by  another 
person,  and  that  his  death  did  not  result 
from  accidental  causes,  were  not  in  irrecon- 
cilable conflict  and  supported  a  judgment 
for  the  insurance  company. 

Loss  by 

Severance 

Severance  of  thumb  and  finger  two-eighths 
and  three-eighths  of  an  inch,  respectively, 
below  articulation  of  metacarpophalangeal 
joints,  held  not  to  entitle  insured  to  recover 
for  loss  of  such  members  at  or  above  such 
joints. — Newman  v.  Standard  Accident  Ins. 
Co.,  177  S.  W.  803.     July  28. 

An  accident  insurance  company  has  the 
right,  which  courts  must  enforce,  to  specify 
in  policy  that  payment  for  loss  of  a  member, 
such  as  a  thumb  or  finger,  shall  be  due 
only  when  the  severance  is  at  a  specified 
point. — Same. 

"In  a 

Railway  Car" 

Under  policy  insuring  against  accident 
while  "in  a  railway  car,"  insurer  held  not 
liable  where  insured  was  thrown  from  an 
uninclosed  platform  of  railway  car.  — 
Schmohl  V.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.,  177  S.  W. 
1108. 
Accidental 

Is  Presumed 

Plaintifl",    suing  on  accident   policy,    was 
not  bound  to   prove   that   cause    of   death 
(Continued  on  page  355) 
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Covering  the  Pacific  West 


WILL  SPEAK  AT  THE  INSURANCE 
CONGRESS 

October  6th.    Associations:  The  Insur- 
ance Universities 

International  Association  of  Casualty  & 
Surety  Underwriters:  E.  W.  DeLeon,  Presi- 
dent, Casualty  Company  of  America. 

National  Fraternal  Congress  of  America: 
1. 1.  Boak,  Executive  Committeeman  thereof. 

National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters: 
Charles  W.  Scovel,  Ex-President  thereof. 

National  Council  of  Insurance  Federation 
Executives:  W.  S.  Diggs,  Chairman  thereof- 

Association  of  Life  Insurance  Medical 
Directors:  Dr  W.  W.  Beckett,  Medical 
Director,  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 

National  Association  of  ]\Iutual  Insurance 
Companies:  J.  C.  Adderly,  President,  Em- 
ployers' Mutual  Casualty  Federation  of 
America. 

October  7th.  Broadening  Social  Economy 
Through  Insurance 

Life  Insurance  Institute,  Incorporated: 
E.  E.  Rittenhouse,  President  thereof. 

A  prominent  Department  Store:  Arthur 
Hawxhurst,  Insurance  Manager  of  Marshall 
Field  &  Company. 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers : 
John  A.  Britton,  President,  Pacific  Gas  & 
Electrical  Company. 

American  Bar  Association:  Arthur  I. 
Vorys,  Insurance  Attorney. 

October  8th.     Present   Problems   and 
Future  Contingencies 

State  Supervision:  T.  W.  Blackburn, 
Secretary,  American  Life  Convention. 

Taxation  for  Revenue:  Edw.  A.  Woods, 
Vice  -  President,  National  Association  of 
Life  Underwriters;  and  F.  Robertson  Jones, 
Secretary,  Workman's  Compensation  Pub- 
licity Bureau. 


In  addition  to  the  above  acceptances  of 
recent  date,  the  following  speakers  had 
previously  accepted ; 

October  4th.     Opening  Day 

Addresses  of  Welcome:  Hon.  Hiram  W. 
Johnson,  Governor  of  California;  and  Hon. 
James  Rolph,  Jr.,  Mayor  of  San  Francisco. 


Response  to  Welcome:  Darwin  P. 
Kingsley,  President,  New  York  Life  Insur- 
ance Company. 

World's  Insurance  Congress  Movement: 
Chas.  C.  Moore,  President  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition. 

Service  Performed  by  Insurance:  Hon.  J. 
N.  Gillett,  ex-Governor  of  California. 

October  5th.      Constructive    Influence    of 
Insurance 

Service  performed  by  Fire  Insurance 
Companies:  R.  M.  Bissell,  President  Hart- 
ford Fire  Insurance  Co.  (not  final.)  R.  W. 
Osborn,  Manager  Pennsylvania  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company. 

Service  performed  by  Surety  Companies: 
Edwin  Warfield,  President  Fidelity  &  De- 
posit Company. 

Service  performed  by  Casualty  &  Liability 
Companies:  David  Van  Schaack,  Director 
Bureau  of  Inspection  &  Accident  Preven- 
tion, ^tna  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Service  performed  by  Life  Insurance  Com- 
panies: Haley  Fiske,  Vice-President  Metro- 
politan Life  Insurance  Company.  T.  L. 
Miller,  President  West  Coast-San  Francisco 
Life  Insurance  Co. 

Service  performed  by  Marine  Insurance 
Companies:  J.  B.  Levison,  Vice  President 
Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company. 

The  Force  of  Insurance  in  Social  Economy : 
Alvin  E.  Pope,  Chief  of  Education  and 
Social  Economy,  Panama  -  Pacific  Interna- 
tional Exposition. 


May  and  June  Embezzlements 

Press  notices  and  dispatches,  as  collated 
by  the  fidelity  and  bonding  department  of 
the  Fidelity  and  Casualty  of  New  York, 
indicate  the  following  defalcations  for  the 
months  of  May  and  June,  1915: 

May  June 
Banks  and  trust  companies  .  $  323.318          $     59,526 

Benefit  associations 30,565  65,568 

Public  service 6.300  131,174 

General  business 179,618  220,765 

Insurance  companies  ....        61,507  1.775 

Transportation  companies     .        ...  10.000 

Court  and  trust  companies .         1,584  32,161 

Miscellaneous 21,391  15,831 

Totals $   624.283  $   536,800 


Insurance   in  Court 
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was   violent  and   accidental,    but  to    make 
prima  facie   case  by    showing  that   it   was 
violent;  the  presumption  then  being  that  it 
was  accidental.— Same. 

Sunstroke 

Not  Accidental 

Where  plaintiff,  in  making  his  way  to 
work  in  the  customary  manner,  was  over- 
come by  the  heat  and  suffered  a  sunstroke, 
the  day  being  very  warm,  as  was  ordinary 
at  that  time  of  the  year,  the  injury  was  not 
accidental,  within  the  protection  of  an  in- 
surance policy. — Elsey  v.  Fidelity  &  Casualty 
Co.  of  New  York,  109  N.  E.  413.      July  27. 

Fall  of 

Sick  IVIan 
That  the  insured's  death  may  have  been 
merely  accelerated  by  a  fall,  and  that  a 
chronic  malady  contributed  to  his  death, 
held  not  to  necessarily  preclude  recovery 
on  an  accident  policy.  —  Hall  v.  General 
Accident  Assur.  Corporation,  85  S.   E.   600. 


public  health  or  morality  or  of  confidential 
relationship  such  as  grows  out  of  certain 
professional  and  confidential  occupations. — 
The  Same. 


Legislature  Cannot  Create  a   Monopoly  of 
Insurance  Soliciting  or  Business 

The  constitutionality  of  a  law  is  to  be  de. 
termined  in  the  light  of  what  may  be  done 
under  it,  not  what  has  been  done. 

Insurance  is  a  legitimate  business,  in 
which  any  citizen  of  good  character  has  a 
constitutional  right  to  engage  without  ar- 
bitary  restriction. 

While  the  legislature  may  regulate  the 
abuses  of  the  insurance  business,  it  cannot 
create  a  monopoly  in  such  business,  or 
authorize  a  public  official  to  arbitarily  and 
capriciously  give  or  withhold  permission  to 
pursue  same. 

N.  Y.  Insurance  Law,  §91,  giving  the 
superintendent  power  to  exclude  persons 
from  acting  as  insurance  solicitors,  is  an  un- 
constitutional interference  with  the  liberty 
of  the  citizens. — Stern  v.  Metropolitan  Life 
Ins.  Co.,  154  N.  Y.  S.  283.     July  21,    1915. 

The  calling  of  an  insurance  agent  or 
broker  does  not  of  neccesity  demand  special 
training  or  knowledge  not  readily  to  be 
acquired  by  any  business  man,  nor  does  it 
involve    a    consideration     of    questions   of 


The  London  Assurance 

The  home  office  statement  of  the  London 
Assurance  Corporation  makes  the  usual  fine 
exhibit  of  prosperity  and  strength.  The 
assets  are  $13,861,105,  thecapital  is  $2,241,- 
375,  the  net  surplus  $7,824,093  and  the 
policyholders'  surplus  $10,065,468. 

Last  year's  premiums  were  $5,860,935, 
and  losses  and  expenses  left  a  handsome 
balance  to  the  good.  Manager  A.  W. 
Thornton  wrote  $829,133  Coast  premiums 
with  a  loss  ratio  of  onlj  46  percent. 


What? 

What  would  have  happened  if  the  electric 
company  at  Chicago  had  insured  its  2,500 
employees  on  the  group  plan,  or  in  an  assess- 
ment company,  before  the  turtling  Eastland 
carried  1,300  of  them  to  tiieir  graves? 

What  would  happen  if  the  United  States 
should  engage  in  a  war  with  one  or  more  of 
the  warring  nations  of  Europe? 

What  would  happen  if  the  new  owners  of 
the  Equitable  Life  should  reinsure  it? 

What  would  happen  if  Coast  fire  losses 
and  expenses  should  this  year  exceed  the 
premiums? 


Arson. — Nicholas  and  Dora  Murphy,  hus- 
band and  wife,  were  arrested  in  San  Fran- 
cisco recently  and  charged  with  arson. 
They  are  accused  of  setting  fire  to  a  cafe 
which  they  conducted  at  3220  Pierce  street. 
They  slept  in  the  rear  of  the  place.  The 
fire  was  discovered  yesterday  morning  and 
was  put  out  by  the  department. 


Montecito,  Cal.,  Aug.  22.— Closed  for  the 
summer,  the  Dean  school  burned  today. 
Water  supply  insuflScient. 

Los  Angeles,  Aug.  22.  — Jitney  passenger 
killed  in  collision  with  a  buggy. 

Bud  Fisher,  creator  of  Mutt  and  Jeff  on 
the  S.  F.  Chronicle  years  ago,  asks  for  $1,000 
a  week  accident  policy. 
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Jitneys  Hurt  Trade  on  Market  Street 

The  incessant  stream  of  jitney  buses  up 
and  down  Market  street,  San  Francisco, 
have  had  a  bad  effect  on  trade.  Pedestrians, 
especially  women,  prefer  not  to  run  the 
dangerous  gantlet,  with  the  possibility  of 
being  struck  down  by  a  darting,  skidding 
gasoline  -  buggy  with  or  without  jitney 
passengers.  Great  care  must  be  used  when 
alighting  from  a  street-car,  for  during  shop- 
ping hours  the  jitney  machines  are  passing 
at  an  average  rate  of  one  every  seven 
seconds,  at  a  speed  of  25  feet  a  second. 
Generally  the  buses  almost  touch  each  other 
and  speed  in  columns  of  say  twenty.  To  be 
entirely  safe,  the  shopper  must  not  under- 
take to  cross  the  great  thoroughfare  nor 
alight  from  the  cars  in  the  busy  retail 
district. 


Field  Men's  Notes 

The  Firemans  Fund  has  selected  Niran  B. 
Swett  to  succeed  the  late  James  R.  Quick, 
with  the  same  offices  in  Spokane.  Mr. 
Swett' s  territory  will  hereafter  be  eastern 
Washington,  eastern  British  Columbia,  and 
the  panhandle  of  Idaho.  Tirrell  W. 
Fletcher  succeeds  Mr.  Swett  as  special  agent 
for  the  company  in  central  California  and 
Nevada.  Mr.  Swett' s  insurance  work  has 
all  been  with  the  Fireman's  Fund,  in  var- 
ious capacities,  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Fletcher's  whole  insurance  career  has  also 
been  with  the  company.  Thomas  L.  Evans 
succeeds  S.  E.  Norton  at  Denver. 

J.  R.  Bertholf  is  not  now  with  the  National 
Union.  E.  W.  Hall  covers  his  field  also  in 
northern  California. 

C.  A.  Luhrs  is  now  among  the  Royal  and 
Queen  specials  with  headquarters  in  San 
Francisco. 

Geo.  H.  Tyson  now  has  a  special  agent 
at  Fresno — David  G.  Yurk. 


It  is  asseverated  that  a  boy  with  a  rifle 
missed  a  bluejay  and  hit  and  broke  an 
electric  power  wire,  which  fell  in  two  pieces 
and  set  fire  to  grass  unrained  since  May  1, 
and  threatened  to  burn  the  end  of  Saint 
Rafael,  Cal. 


Additional    Idaho  Figures 

Name  of  Co.                                 Prems.  Losses 

Continental $  30,295        $  5,159 

Dubuque 3,4-59  1,306 

Girard 2,622  885 

Glens  Falls 4,5-54  950 

Miller's  National   .    .    .        9,751  2,086 

Michigan  Millers  .    .    .        5.397  819 

New  Brunswick  .    .    .    .        5,281  3,630 

Northern,  X.  Y.    .    .    .        1,849  976 

North  River 8,249  6,915 

Pacific  States 4,399  2,152 

Reliance 4,295  5,515 

Western  Assur 4,546  2,153 

Williamsburg  City    .    .        6,332  1,113 

Yorkshire 3,599  3,867 

Total  fire  premiums  in  Idaho  in   1914,  as 
reported  to  Insurance    Commissioner  Geo. 

F.  Steele,  is  81,279,100  with  §789,1^5  losses 
incurred.    This  is  a  loss  ratio  of  62.1  percent. 


Our  Esteemed  Exchanges 

Edward  Bunnell  Phelps,  able  editor  of 
the  American  Underwriter  and  a  writer  on 
health,  is  dead  in  the  prime  of  life.  His 
editorial  work  was  scholarly  and  ideal. 

Insurance  journals  in  warring  countries 
appear  regularly  as  usual.  Their  publishers 
are  not  of  the  retiring  kind.  Atlanta,  Russia, 
can  boast  of  a  good  insurance  weekly. 


The  Liverpool  &  London  ct  Globe  Ins.  Co. 
of  New  York  now  has  $400,000  capital,  a 
stock  dividend  increasing  it  from  $200,000. 
On  January  1,  1915,  as  shown  by  the  Coast 
Review  Fire  Chart,  this  New  York  company 
had  $1,168,654  assets  and  $567,980  net 
surplus.  The  gross  surplus  as  regards 
policyholders  was  $767,980.  Last  year's 
premiums  were  $340,715,  a  gain  of  $45,000, 
Gains  were  also  made  in  assets  and  surplus. 
This  company  is  now  doing  business  in  this 
field,  where  it  is  represented  by  R.  P.  Fabj. 


In  all  the  warring  countries  the  insurance 
companies  are  liberal  subscribers  to  the  war 
loans. 


Business  generally  is  like  the  wroplane — 
up  in  the  air. 


A  Pacific  Coast  Insurance   Review 
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Liability  of  Insurance    Broker 

Where  Policy    in  Insolvent  Company   Had  Not 
Expired 

Where  a  broker  undertook  to  keep  prop- 
erty insured,  the  fact  that  a  policy  in  an 
insolvent  company  did  not  expire  until 
three  months  after  the  destruction  of  the 
property  by  fire  did  not  relieve  the  broker 
of  liability  for  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
insured. — Diamond  v.  Duncan,  177  S.  W. 
955.     July  28,  1915. 

In  insured's  action  against  insurance 
broker  for  negligence  in  not  keeping  prop- 
erty insured,  damages  recoverable  held  to 
be  diminished  by  the  amount  of  the  unpaid 
premiums. 

Right  of  broker  to  have  damages  dimin- 
ished by  unpaid  premiums  held  defensive 
matter  which  should  have  been  pleaded. 

The  burden  was  upon  the  broker  to  prove 
the  amount  of  the  unpaid  premiums,  if  ad- 
missible in  mitigation  of  damages  on  the 
general  issue. — Same. 


Insurance  Commissioner 

It  will  not  be  presumed  that  the  insur- 
ance commissioner  will  seek  to  forfeit  in- 
sured's license  to  do  business  in  the  state 
on  grounds  eliminated  from  the  statute  by 
amendment. — Standard  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  v.  Fishback,  149  P.  945. 
August  2. 


Referees 

The  refusal  of  referees,  appointed  to  fix 
the  loss  under  a  fire  policy,  to  receive  evi- 
dence as  to  the  loss  to  insured  held  to 
require  that  award  be  set  aside.  —  Second 
Society  of  Universalists  in  Town  of  Boston 
V.  Royal  Ins.  Co. ,  109  N.  E.  384. 

The  provision  of  a  fire  policy  for  ascertain- 
ment of  the  loss  by  reference  and  award  is 
not  satisfied  by  one  appointment  of  referees, 
and  it  is  not  the  law  that  an  insured  may 
recover,  unless  it  appears  that  the  award 
has  failed  through  his  fault. — Id. 


Taxation   on    Premiums  —  National 
Supreme  Court  Decision 

The  annual  2  percent  privilege  tax  im- 
posed by  Act  Pa.  June  28,  1895  (P.  L.  408) , 
on  gross  premiums  of  a  foreign  life  insurance 
company  from  business  within  the  state, 
may  be  levied  on  premiums  paid  to  the 
company  outside  the  state  by  citizens  of  the 
state,  without  rendering  tax  a  taking  of 
property  without  due  process  of  law. — Equit- 
able Life  Assurance  Soc.  of  the  United 
States  v.  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
35  S.  Ct.  829,  Aug.  1. 


Death  of  Old  London  and  Lancashire 
Employee 

Chris.  R.  Browne,  who  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  the  London  &  Lancashire  Fire 
Ins.  Co.  in  San  Francisco  for  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  died  at  his  residence  in 
the  city  on  August  5,  aftei'  a  brief  illness, 
at  the  age  of  64.  A  year  ago  Mr.  Browne 
was  seriously  ill  but  had  apparently  fully 
recovered.  The  funeral  was  at  the  chapel 
of  an  undertaking  corporation.  The  floral 
offerings  of  the  deceased's  late  associates 
were  beautiful  and  numerous.  The  services 
were  readings  from  scriptural  poems,  elevat- 
ing discourse,  and  subdued  and  appropriate 
music.  C.  J.  Okell,  an  old  friend  of  the 
deceased,  had  these  last  rites  in  charge. 
The  remains  were  incinerated. 

Mr.  Browne  was  a  native  of  Ireland. 
Many  years  ago  he  was  the  champion  oars- 
man on  San  Francisco  bay.  He  occupied 
responsible  positions  with  the  Fireman's 
Fund  and  the  Anglo-Nevada,  and  went 
with  the  reinsurer  of  the  Anglo-Nevada. 
He  was  an  expert  on  the  insurance  depart- 
ment requirements  of  the  states  of  the 
Pacific  West,  and  was  a  valued  and  honor- 
ed employee  of  the  London  &  Lancashire 
Fire  Ins.  Co. 


A  man's  real  companions  are  his  thoughts. 
What  dreadful  companions  some  men  have ! 
such  as  fear,  dread,  hate,  revenge,  hypo- 
crisy, desperation. 


August  11  was  Kansas  City  Life  day. 
Exposition  oflicials  met  the  life  men  in  the 
Missouri  building.  There  was  a  presenta- 
tion of  a  bronze  medal  by  Willard  Done, 
member  executive  committee  World's  In- 
surance Congress  Events.  Speeches  were 
made  by  R.  A.  Long,  P.  J.  Green,  and  F. 
W.  Fleming  of  the  Missouri  city  company. 
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Distribution  of  the  Fire  Premium  Dollar 

The  Contmental  and  the  Fidelity-Phenix 
issue  circular  -  segment  diagrams  showing 
the  disposition  of  the  premium  dollar  in 
191-4  for  losses;  for  commissions  and  broker- 
ages, etc;  for  taxes,  licenses  and  fees;  field 
supervision,  etc. 

The   records   of  the   two   companies    are 
much   the   same.      The    Continental's    100 
cents  were  distributed  thus : 
Paid  in  the  state  from    which    premiums 

were  collected 83.576  cents. 

All    agents'     commissions,      brokerages, 

etc 20.164  cents. 

Compensation  of  all  employees  other  than 

field  men 5.451  cents. 

For  unearned  premium  reserve  3.605      " 
For    field   supervision,    state  and  special 

agents 3.220  cents. 

Taxes,  licenses  and  fees  .  .  3.027  " 
Underwriting  profit  ....  2.488  " 
Rents,  postage,  maps,  etc.  .  2.429  " 
Underwriters'  boards,  etc.  .  1.408  " 
Printing,  advertising,  supplies  and  legal 
expenses 1.043  cents. 


Liability  of  Third  Parties 

A  letter  to  our  Cape  of  Good  Hope  con- 
temporary on  the  subject  of  "Liability  of 
Third  Parties"  is  as  follows: 

The  reason  why  the  South  British  Insur- 
ance Company  was  successful  in  the  Paarl 
Distillery  case  is  because  the  origin  of  the 
fire  was  unquestionable.  It  was  done  in 
the  act  of  sealing  a  still,  by  persons  the 
agents  of  the  Colonial  government.  It  was 
not  criminally  done,  but  there  was  sufficient 
negligence  to  be  blameworthy. 

There  have  been  many  fires  in  South 
Africa  caused  by  third  parties,  but  in  most 
cases  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to 
bi'ing  home  the  deed  to  a  particular  person 
to  the  satisfaction  of  a  court  of  law.  In 
other  instances  the  amount  which  might 
have  been  recovered  would  have  been 
nothing,  or  certainly  less  than  the  plaintiti's 
own  costs. 


In  England  it  is  a  common  practice  to  let 
buildings  under  leases  which  require  tenants 
to  maintain  the  premises  to  the  end  of  the 
lease,  and  return  them  in  good  order. 
Sometimes  the  owners  insure  these  proper- 
ties on  their  own  account.  In  any  such 
case  when  a  fire  occurs  and  the  insurance 
company  pays  the  owner's  loss,  the  company 
would  have  the  right  to  recover  from  the 
tenant,  who  should  have  covered  his  risk  by 
insurance.  Leases  similar  in  terms  do  not 
appear  to  be  often  drawn  here,  and  conse- 
quently we  cannot  expect  that  the  subroga- 
tion clause  will  often  be  used  to  advantage 
in  this  country.  The  case  of  "Gowie  v.  the 
Provident  Insurance  Co.,"  decided  in  the 
Cape  supreme  court,  by  Chief  Justice  de 
Villiers,  reported  in  Juta,  Vol.  IV,  shows 
that  subrogation  papers  must  be  legal 
documents,  in  perfect  order,  before  the 
rights  thereunder  are  of  value. 


Fresno,  Cal.,  Ratings 

The  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  by  Dist. 
Sec.  Du  Val,  has  issued  a  book  of  specific 
ratings  with  circular  of  instructions  revising 
rates  for  Fresno.  It  recognizes  present 
conditions  well  known  to  the  local  agents 
and  citizens  of  that  extending  city. 

These  conditions  hav'e  been  followed  by 
the  excessive  loss  ratio  for  Fresno  over  a 
series  of  years  and  they  imperatively  call 
for  important  improvements  in  fire  protec- 
tion to  insure  against  a  conflagration.  The 
improvements  necessary  for  standardizing 
the  fire  protection  of  Fresno  have  been  pre- 
sented often  to  the  city  authorities  and  busi- 
ness men,  but  so  far  without  effect. 


For  the  half-year  in  New  York  city  the 
Home  of  New  York  leads  in  premiums, 
with  $606,757,  a  gain  of  $64,000.  The 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  is  next,  with 
$557,224.  No  other  company  has  more  than 
a  half  million  half-year  New  York  city 
premiums. 

The  Commercial  LTnion  Fire  of  New  York 
is  increasing  it:<  business. 
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MEASURE  OF  DAMAGE 

From  a  Paper  by  T.  H.   Williams,   Read  at  the   39th   Annual   Meeting   of  the 
Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Printed  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

The  standing  of  the  Agent  and  the  Company  dei^ends  upon  the 
manner  in  which  losses  are  adjusted.  There  is  only  one  correct  way 
and  that  is  to  pay  the  claimant  all  that  he  is  justly  entitled  to,  but 
no  more.  Many  claimants  have  an  inflated  idea  regarding  the  value 
of  their  property  and  of  the  extent  of  the  loss  or  damage  which  fire 
and  water  may  have  caused,  but  like  all  other  human  beings,  they  are 
open  to  reason,  and  when  shown  the  extent  of  the  loss,  they  are  ready 
and  willing  to  do  that  which  is  right.  To  be  able  to  show  a  claimant 
what  his  loss  is  requires  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  adjuster.  It  is 
robbery  to  take  advantage  of  the  innocence  of  the  claimant  and  it 
injures  the  company;  therefore,  an  adjuster  must  be  posted  that  he 
may  deal  justly  with  the  claimant,  the  agent,  and  the  company. 

In  order  to  discuss  understandingly  the  subject  of  Measure  of 
Damage,  it  is  necessary  to  be  familiar  with  the  wording  of  the  in- 
surance contract  in  its  entirety.  I  will  only  quote,  however,  the  part 
which  is  directly  concerned  in   this  discussion. 

The  New  York  Standard  Torm  (lines  1  to  4)  reads  as  follows: 
"This  company  shall  not  be  liable  beyond  the  actual  cash  value  of  the 
property  at  the  time  any  loss  or  damage  occurs,  and  the  loss  or  damage 
shall  be  ascertained  or  estimated  according  to  such  cash  value,  with 
proper  deduction  for  depreciation,  however  caused,  and  shall  in  no  event 
exceed  what  it  would  then  cost  the  insured  to  repair  or  replace  the 
same  with  material  of  like  kind  and  quality." 

The  California  Standard  Form  (lines  15  to  19)  reads  as  follows: 
"The  Company  will  not  be  liable  beyond  the  actual  cash  value  of  the 
interest  of  the  insured  in  the  property  at  the  time  of  loss  or  damage 
nor  exceeding  what  it  would  then  cost  the  insured  to  repair  or  replace 
the  same  with  material  of  like  kind  and  quality;  said  cash  value  to 
be  estimated  without  allowance  for  any  increased  cost  of  repair  or 
reconstruction  by  reason  of  any  ordinance  or  law  regulating  repair 
or  construction  of  buildings,  and  without  compensation  for  loss  result- 
ing from   interruption   of  business  or  manufacture." 

It  is  evident  from  the  wording  of  the  above  clauses  that  the  cash 
value  of  the  property  at  the  time  and  place  of  the  fire  is  all  that  the 
contract  contemplates,  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  measure  of  loss  or  dam- 
age, and  is  all  that  can  legally  be  collected  from  the  company. 

If  the  merchandise  is  not  new  a  proper  amount  should  be  de- 
ducted for  age,  wear,  change  in  style,  and  for  any  other  cause  to  arrive 
at  its  present  cash  value.  The  market  value  of  merchandise,  plus 
freight,  and  less  depreciation,  is  its  value  at  the  time  of  the  fire.  In 
other  words,  it  must  not  exceed  what  it  will  then  cost  the  insured,  be 
he  manufacturer,  wholesaler,  retailer  or  consumer,  to  replace  it  in  like 
kind  or  quality. 
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Articles  which  cannot  be  reproduced  or  that  are  not  worth  repro- 
ducing (as  for  instance,  a  patented  article  which  has  proved  to  be  defective) 
are  taken  at  their  real  market  value  and  not  at  what  it  would  cost 
to  reproduce. 

Buildings 

The  value  of  a  building  at  the  time  of  the  fire  is  the  cost  to  replace 
new  at  that  time,  less  depreciation. 

Aetna  v.  Johnson,  Ky.  S.  C.  11,  Bush.  587; 
Hilton  V.  Ins.  Co.,  Me.  S.  C.  28,  Ins.  L.  J.  309. 
Eepairs   to    a   building   must   include   the    cost   of    removing    debris. 

Glover  v.  Ins.  Co.,  15  Ins.  L.  J.  214. 
Where  a  building  is  located  within  the  fire  limits  of  a  city  and  is 
of  such  class  that  under  certain  conditions  the  city  ordinances  pro- 
hibit its  repair  or  reconstruction,  recovery  may  be  had  as  for  a  total 
loss.  The  value  of  the  debris  or  part  of  the  building  remaining,  less 
the  cost  of  removing,  must  be  deducted. 

Hewitt  V.  London,  184  Mass.  177,  68  N.  E.  62; 
Moore  v.  Ins.  Co.,  100  Minn.  374,  ll  N.  A.  260. 
In  the  case  of  Monteleone  v.  Royal  (La.  S.  C.  24  Ins.,  L.  J.  531) 
the  court  held  that  the  police  power  to  condemn  unsafe  buildings  will 
not  be  questioned.  That  under  the  circumstances  the  insured  was  not 
obliged  to  accept  cost  of  repairs.  That  a  total  loss  may  be  recovered, 
though  the  walls  stand  and  the  elements  of  the  building  are  not 
wholly  consumed.  Nor  does  it  affect  the  case  that  the  conditions  are 
I^artly  due  to  causes  existing  before  the  fire. 

However,  a  majority  of  the  courts  hold  that  if  the  building  can 
be  repaired  the  company  is  not  liable  for  any  increased  cost  of  re- 
pairs by  reason  of  a  city  ordinance. 

McCready  v.   Hartford,   61   App.   Div.   583,   70  N.  Y.   Supp.   788. 

Party  Wall 
The  owner  of  a  one-half  interest  in  a  party  wall  has  an  insurable 
interest  in  the  easement  of  the  other  half. 

The  owner  of  one  part  of  a  building  cannot  compel  the  other 
party  to  make  repairs  nor  is  he  liable  for  repairs  made  to  his  portion 
by  the  other  party. 

Washburne  v.  Eeal  Property,  Book  11,  Chap.  1,  Sec.  3. 

Repair,   Rebuild  or  Replace 

The  company,  at  its  option,  has  the  right  to  repair,  replace  or  re- 
build the  property  damaged  or  destroyed,  with  material  of  like  kind 
and  quality.  Notice  of  the  companj^'s  intention  to  replace,  rebuild 
or  repair  must  be  given  the  insured  within  a  reasonable  time.  It 
should  be  within  thirty  days  after  the  loss  or  damage  under  the  New 
York  policy,  and  twenty  days  under  the  California  policy. 

A  notice  to  replace,  repair  or  rebuild  waives  proofs  of  loss  or  an  ap- 
praisement. 


Magazine  Section 


It  is  a  very  risky  procedure  for  a  company  to  take  as  the  insured 
may  make  objections  to  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is  being  done 
and  may  refuse  to  accept  it  when  finished.  The  insured  may  compel 
the  company  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  loss  in  cash  if  the  building 
is  not  properly  repaired  or  constructed  in  every  way  like  the  one  de- 
stroyed. It  is  always  a  better  plan  to  adjust  the  loss  and  let  the 
insured  make  his  own  repairs,  no  matter  how  small  the  loss  may  be. 
If  the  insured  is  unreasonable  and  demands  more  than  his  actual  loss 
it  will  not  help  the  company  to  do  the  repairing,  as  the  insured  will 
be  just  as  unreasonable  and  fault-finding  with  the  work  when  com- 
pleted. If  he  has  made  up  his  mind  to  beat  the  company,  the  only 
safe  plan  is  to  demand  an  appraisement. 

City  Ordinances 
The  election  to  repair  or  rebuild  obliges  the  insurance  company  to 
do  so  in  compliance  with  city  ordinances. 

Mortgagee 
Where  a  company  has  exercised  its  right  to  rebuild,  the  legal  title 
to  a  cause  of  action  therein  is  vested  in  the  insured,  and  not  in  a  mort- 
gagee  to   whom   loss   was   payable.      If   the   building   is   replaced   or   re- 
paired the  mortgagee  has  no  claim  against  the  company. 
Heilman  v.  Westchester,  75  N.  Y.  7; 
Stamps  v.  Ins.  Co.,  77  N.  C.  209. 

Liability  of  Company 

When  the  company  notifies  the  insured  of  its  intention  to  rebuild 
it  is  bound  to  do  that  which  it  elected  to  do.  (1)  The  policy  becomes 
a  building  contract.  (2)  The  company  must  complete  the  building  no 
matter  what  it  costs.  The  company  is  responsible  for  bad  workman- 
ship; failure  of  the  builder;  casualties  or  for  any  damages  arising  from 
the   rebuilding   of   the  premises;  (3). 

Cost  of  a  Building 

Every  agent,  special  agent  and  adjuster  should  be  able  to  figure 
the  cost  of  an  ordinary  building  that  he  may  know  if  the  property  is 
overinsured,  or  to  enabl.e  him  to  check  a  builder's  estimate.  Where  the 
loss  is  in  the  country  it  is  not  always  possible  to  secure  the  services 
of  a  contractor,  so  the  adjuster  must  be  competent  to  make  the  estimate. 

Buildings  should  be  figured  from  the  mudsill  or  foundation  up. 
Estimating  a  building  by  the  number  of  square  feet  is  not  accurate 
and  will  not  be  accepted  as  proof  of  its  value. 

The  following  rules  and  estimates  of  cost  will  enable  one  to  figure 
a  building  in  a  very  short  time. 

However,  the  adjuster  must  ascertain  the  cost  of  labor  and  materials  at 
the  place  of  fire  or  at  the  nearest  point. 
Eough  Lumber,  $18.00  to  $25.00  per  M. 
Dressed  Lumber,  $30,00  to  $45.00  per  M. 

We   quote   only   a  few  of  the  citations.      This   valuable  paper  is  for  sale  by  the  Fire 
Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Pacific,  San  Francisco. 
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Shingles,  $2.25  to  $4.00  per  M. 
Labor,  rough  lumber,  $10.00  to  $15.00  per  M. 

Labor,  finished  lumber  (except  rustic  and  flooring),  $20.00  per  M. 
Labor,  shingles,  $1.25  to  lay  1000. 

Doors,  including  labor  and  material,  $7.00   to  $10.00    (this  includes  cas- 
ing). 
Windows,  complete  as  above,  $7.00  to  $10.00. 
One   thousand    shingles   laid   414    inches    to   the   weather,   will    cover    80 

square  feet. 
Brick  chimneys,  $1.00  per  foot  (ordinary  flue). 
Plumbing,  including  soil  pipes. 

Bathtub,     $35.00;     Toilet,     $35.00;     Washstand,     $30.00;     Washtrays, 

$30.00   (white  enamel). 
Tin  or  zinc  are  not  used  now.     Zinc  Bathtub  costs  $15.00. 
Kitchen  Sinks,  enamel,  $7.00  to  $20.00. 
Electric    Wiring   in    an    ordinary   house    of    six    rooms   will    cost    $35.00, 

including  drops,  but  not  fixtures. 
Painting,  outside,  two  coats,  20c  square  yard. 

Each  opening  inside  will  cost  $2.00,  and  this  will  cover  baseboards. 
Cloth  and  Paper,  15c  to  25c  square  yard. 
Plaster,  two  coats,  35c  square  yard. 

Millwork  costs  half  the  cost  of  lumber. 

Nails    and    Hardware    for    building    costing    $2000.00    will    average 

$35.00  to  $45.00. 
Concrete  Floor,  12c  per  square  foot. 
Stone  Walls,  35c  per  cubic  foot. 
Brick,  $16.00  to  $20.00  laid,  per  1000. 

Contractors   are   entitled   to   a  profit  of  5  per   cent   to   10   per  cent. 
The   average  dwelling  will  cost  from  6c  to  10c  per  cubic  foot. 
Barns  from  2i/^c  to  3c  per  cubic  foot. 
Studding   (16-ineh  center),  the  number  of  feet  around  the  building  will 
give  the  number  of  pieces  of  studding.     This  will  trim  around 
openings. 
Siding  or  Eustic — Multiply  width  by  height  of  all  walls   and  add  one- 
fourth,  which  will  give  square  feet  of  lumber. 
Flooring — Multiply  length  by  width  of  floor  surface  and  add  one-fourth. 
Partitions — Ascertain    lineal    feet    of    all    partitions    on    each    floor    and 
multiply    by    height.      Two-thirds    of    this    amount    equals    2x4 
studding.     Double   the  surface  gives   square  feet   of  plastering. 
Eafters — Two-thirds   the   width   of  building  will   give   length   of   rafters 

one-third  pitch. 
Eoof  Boards — Multiply   length   of  building   (plus  projection)    by   length 

of  rafters.     This  gives  one-half  entire  roof  surface. 
Shingles — Total   roof   surface   divided   by   80   will   give   number   of   1000 
shingles  required,  4%  inches  to  the  weather. 
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Bankers  Life  Convention 

The  Bankers  Life  of  Des  Moines  sent  its 
Flyer  to  San  Francisco  with  a  $200,000  Chib 
aboard.  Not  a  Big  Stick,  but  a  corps  of 
big  stickers.  Vice  President  Kuhn  was  the 
artist  in  charge.  There  was  the  usual 
reception  in  the  court  of  abundance  at  the 
fair,  some  speaking  and  some  plaque,  made 
of  bronze,  not  brass.  Mr.  Kuhn  found 
himself  a  very  presentable  man. 


The  conference  jointly  of  the  Hartford 
Fire  and  Hartford  Accident  field  men  and 
department  managers  at  the  offices  of  these 
companies  in  San  Francisco  was  a  very 
satisfactory  one.  Vice  President  Whitney 
Palache  from  the  home  office  was  in  attend- 
ance. 


The  Union  Fire  of  Paris  is  entering  Cali- 
fornia w'ith  Watson  &  Taylor  as  general 
agents.  It  is  represented  now  in  Washing- 
ton by  Geo.  B.  Lamping  of  Seattle.  The 
United  States  managers  are  Starkweather 
&  Shepley  of  Providence.  The  Union's 
home  office  assets  are  $.S,941 ,2S4,  with 
$1,500,000  stockholders'  additional  liability. 
The  cash  capital  is  $500,000  and  the  net 
surplus  is  $3,65.3,956. 


The  California  Casualty  Underwriters' 
Association  has  lost  the  Fireman's  Fund  as 
a  member,  another  member  being  charged 
with  irregularities. 


The  Munich  Reinsurance  has  placed 
$1,000,000  more  in  the  hands  of  its  United 
States  trustees. 


Richard  Mier  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life 
was  one  of  San  Francisco's  recent  visitors. 
What  a  fine  head  of  gray  hair  Dick  has 
now. 

In  178  S.  W.  387  the  Maryland  Casualty 
Co.  was  assessed  12  percent  pins  interest 
for  vexations  delay  in  payment  of  claim. 

Wm.  M.  Klinger  has  joined  the  automo- 
bile department  of  the  London  &  Lancashire 
Fire. 


Pacific  Coast  Casualty 

This  company  was  left  a  peculiar  and 
hurtful  legacy  by  its  former  owners.  Their 
bad  underwriting  yielded  a  high  loss  —  a 
slop-bucket  ratio,  which,  under  the  liability 
reserve  law,  creates  a  high  technical  liability. 

This  technical  liability  does  not  aflfect  the 
company's  actual  resources  nor  is  it  an 
indication  of  present  losses,  which  are 
favorable.  But  it  must  be  accepted  and 
appear  in  the  annual  statement.  The  com- 
pany therefore  meets  it  by  reducing  its 
capital  to  $200,000,  leaving  a  handsome  net 
surplus. 

The  plant  itself,  as  an  organization,  is  a 
very  substantial  asset,  which  may  better  be 
enlarged  by  reorganization  as  a  new  com- 
pany and  reinsurer,  without  any  stigma  of 
the  Frank-Greene  management. 


Hail,  Wind  and  Flood  Losses 

This  is  certainly  a  bad  year  for  under- 
writers. Reports  of  extraordinary  losses 
are  still  coming  in. 

The  Galveston  flood  is  responsible  for 
some  heavy  fire  losses.  Storms  in  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  valleys  have  done  great 
damage,  partly  covered  by  tornado  insur- 
ance. Relatively  low  temperatures  appear 
to  be  responsible  for  the  largest  hail  losses 
ever  reported.  Many  hail  mutuals  will  pay 
perhaps  10  percent  or  nothing.  The  stock 
companies  writing  hail  risks  have  had  to 
shoulder  heavy  losses. 

It  is  probable  that  hail  has  damaged  this 
year's  crops  $80,000,000  with  perhaps  half 
insured  and  a  quarter  of  the  claims  collect- 
ible. All  the  stock  companies  will  of  course 
pay  but  only  a  few  of  the  mutuals  will  pay 
in  full. 


The  West  Coast  -  San  Francisco  Life  has 
two  new  good  sellers — the  Total  Abstainers 
and  the  Guaranteed  Bonus — policies  that 
sell  at  sight. 

Tlie  Fireman's  Fund  has  had  a  good  half 
half  year. 


"Yes,  it  begins  withC  all  right."     See? 
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Distribution  of  Each  Dollar  of  Fire  Premiums  Income  for  1914 


The  above  is  a  reduced  fac  simile  of  a  diagram  giving  the  disposition 
of  the  premium  income  by  the  Continental  Ins.  Co.  last  year. 

It  may  be  accepted  as  representative  of  the  average  fire  company 
experience  in  this  country — excepting  that  1914  is  slightly  more  favorable 
as  to  loss  experience,  and  as  to  underwriting  profit. 

The  diagram  really  represents  the  average  fire  company's  American 
experience  in  recent  years,  and  as  such  it  is  timely  and  instructive. 

Fire  claims  paid  are  more  than  half  the  dollar.  Agents  receive  more 
tlKin  a  tifth.  Field  men  and  office  men  receive  nearly  a  tenth.  Special 
taxes,  licenses  and  fees  nearly  equal  the  cost  of  all  the  field  men. 
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Market  Value  Losses 

The  loss  of  the  manufacturer  is  a  question  which  has  given  the 
courts  and  the  insurance  companies  much  serious  consideration. 

We  all  admit  that  the  manufacturer,  or,  in  fact,  any  claimant,  is 
entitled  to  the  full  amount  of  his  loss  or  damage,  but  he  should  not 
be  benefited  by  a  fire  for  that  would  be  against  "public  policy." 

"Profit"  is  not  covered  by  a  fire  policy  unless  specifically  insured; 
but  there  are  some  instances  where  "profit"  ceases  to  be  "profit"  and 
becomes  a  part  of  the  cost  of  reproduction  or  replacement,  thereby 
losing  its  identity  as  "profit."  For  instance,  if  the  merchandise  is 
grain,  fruit  or  farm  products  they  cannot  be  reproduced  and,  therefore, 
we  take  the  market  value  at  the  time  of  the  fire.  The  market  value, 
of  course,  may  be  more  or  less  than  the  cost  of  production;  if  more, 
it  contains  profit;  if  less,  it  indicates  loss  to  the  manufacturer  or 
producer. 

Manufacturer 

The  manufacturer  who  has  sold  his  output  for  the  season  and 
cannot  reproduce  the  goods  in  time  for  delivery,  not  only  loses  the 
cost  of  the  raw  material  and  labor,  but  the  profit  which  he  has  made 
and  only  required  the  delivery  of  the  goods  to  realize. 

Where  the  stock  has  not  been  sold  and  the  factory  is  still  in  exist- 
ence, then  the  manufacturer  would  only  be  entitled  to  what  it  would  cost 
him  to  reproduce,  plus  the  freight  to  the  place  of  the  fire. 

From  the  market  price  the  cost  of  selling  and  delivery  must  be 
deducted  and  as  it  varies  in  every  case  it  must  be  carefully  examined. 
Boxes,  crates,  wrapping  paper,  hauling,  drayage,  freight,  expressage, 
interest  on  value  of  product  while  awaiting  delivery,  labor  in  packing, 
the  expense  of  salesman  in  selling,  insurance,  discount,  and  a  proper 
percentage  for  bad  debts,  are  some  of  the  expenses  which  should  be 
deducted  from  cost  and  profit  in  order  to  ascertain  the  actual  loss 
of  the  manufacturer. 

The  loss  to  the  manufacturer  where  the  stock  has  not  been  sold 
would  be  the  cost  to  reproduce  in  his  factory.  It  cannot  be  claimed 
that  profit  is  part  of  the  loss,  because  the  stock  had  not  been  sold 
and  the  profit  determined.  The  manufacturer  could  not  lose  what  he 
did  not  have. 

In  the  case  of  the  Hartford  v.  Cannon  (Tex.  C.  C.  A.  463)  the 
amount  due  the  manufacturer  was  held  to  be  the  market  price  when 
and  where  the  goods  were  destroyed,  regardless  of  the  cost  to  manu- 
facture. In  the  case  of  the  Standard  Sewing  Machine  Co.  v.  Eoyal 
(Pa.  S.  C.  51,  Atl.  Eep.  354)  the  court  held  that,  as  the  stock  de- 
stroyed was  shipped  on  consignment,  the  loss  to  the  manufacturer  could 
only  be  what  it  would  cost  him  to  reproduce  the  merchandise  and  ship 
it  to  the  place  where  it  was  destroyed.  His  profit  was  not  earned 
or  determined  because  the  stock  was  not  sold. 

If  the  warehouse  of  the  manufacturing  plant  is  destroyed,  and 
the   mill   is   not,   the  value   of  the   stock   in   the  warehouse,   if   not   sold 
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for  future  delivery,  is  what  it  will  cost  to  reproduce  in  the  mill. 
Mitchell  V.  St.  Paul,  Mich.  S.  C.  21,  Ins.  L.  J.  1003. 
The    rule   then   is,   cost   to   reproduce   when    factory   is    not    burned, 
and  market  value  when  it  cannot  be  reproduced. 

Merchant — Wholesale 

The  merchant  is  only  entitled  to  what  the  stock  will  cost  him  to 
replace  for  cash  in  the  open  market.  He  is  not  entitled  to  profit  until 
the  stock  is  sold.  It  is  quite  possible  that  he  would  make  no  profit 
or  that  he  might  have  to  sell  below  actual  cost.  The  contract  of 
insurance  does  not  contemplate  that  the  insured  will  make  a  profit  by 
the  destruction  of  his  property,  for  if  it  were  allowed  it  would  be 
wager  insurance  and  not  permitted  by  law. 

By  actual  cash  value  is  meant  the  price  in  a  fair  market  for  which 
the  products  can  be  sold. 

Mack  V.  Ins.  Co.,  Mo.  C.  C.  9,  Ins.  L.  J.  681. 

The  value  of  whiskey  must  include  the  government  tax.  If  the 
whiskej'  is  in  bond  and  no  tax  has  been  paid,  then  the  tax  need  not  be 
included  in  the  loss. 

Merchant — Retail 

The  measure  of  damage  is  the  cost  at  wholesale,  plus  freight  and 
less  depreciation.  Deduction  must  also  be  made  from  this  for  shelf- 
worn  and  out-of-fashion  stock,  stock  stolen,  stock  taken  for  family  use, 
and  cash  discounts. 

The  merchandise  account  must  be  carefully  cheeked  to  see  that 
all  goods  returned,  credits  for  goods  damaged,  stock  transferred  to  a 
branch  or  to  warehouse,  are  properly  entered.  No  profit  of  any  kind 
is  allowed  the  insured,  but  where  the  value  has  been  increased  or  de- 
creased then  the  present  cost  must  be  taken  as  a  basis  from  which 
to  make  proper  deductions. 

In  Trust  Of  on  Commission 
The  loss  or  damage  is  the  cost  to  the  consignor,  plus  freight,  to 
the  place  where  the  goods  were  destroyed.  No  allowance  can  be  made 
for  commission  or  brokerage  as  it  has  not  been  earned.  The  con- 
signee can  recover  the  full  value,  which  would  be  due  the  consignor,  to 
hold  for  his  benefit  or  credit. 

Sold   Under  Contract 

The  loss  to  the  merchant  or  to  the  insured  is  the  price  for  which 
the  article  was  sold,  less  the  cash  discount.  The  purchaser  is  only 
entitled  to  the  amount  paid  on  the  contract.  As  a  rule,  the  title  to 
property  sold  under  contract  remains  in  the  grantor  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  contract.  If  the  insured  or  purchaser  is  held  responsible 
for  loss  by  fire  and  has  agreed  to  keep  the  property  insured  for  the 
benefit  of  the  grantor,  then  he  may  recover  the  full  amount  of  the  con- 
tract price,  less  cash  discount. 
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Statement  of  Merchandise  Loss  Where  Books  Are  Not  Burned 

To  make  a  statement  of  loss  from  the  books  of  the  insured,  start 
with  the  last  inventory  of  stock  taken.  Inventories  are  taken  at  cash 
value,  which  is  invoice  cost  and  freight,  less  depreciation  for  shelf- 
wear  and  out-of-fashion.  Freight  is  as  much  a  part  of  the  cost  of 
merchandise  as  the  article  itself. 

To  this  add  purchases  since  inventory  and  freight  paid  thereon. 
The  amount  of  the  last  inventory  and  purchases  and  freight  will  give 
you  the  amount  of  stock  to  be  accounted  for. 

Sales  include  invoice  cost,  freight  and  profit.  Profit  should  be  figured 
on  invoice  cost.  After  the  profit  has  been  deducted  from  the  sales,  freight 
should  be  added  to  arrive  at  invoice  cost  and  freight.  Stock  taken  for 
family  use  and  barter  sales  are  usually  figured  at  invoice  cost  and  to  this 
must  be  added  the  freight.  By  adding  the  amount  of  sales,  stock 
taken  for  family  use  and  barter  sales,  at  invoice  cost  and  freight,  gives 
the  total  amount  of  stock  that  went  out  of  the  store  at  invoice  and 
freight.  Deduct  this  amount  from  the  total  amount  of  stock  to  be 
accounted  for  and  it  gives  the  amount  of  stock  in  the  store  at  the 
time  of  the  fire  at  invoice  and  freight. 

Profit  and  depreciation  should  be  agreed  upon  and  reduced  to 
writing  before  anything  else  is  done.  If  the  merchant's  books  show 
the  profit  for  past  years  it  can  be  taken  as  a  good  guide,  but  it  is 
not  positive  evidence  as  to  the  profit  made  during  the  year  in  which 
the  loss  occurred.  For  instance,  a  merchant  may  have  bought  a  large 
amount  of  a  certain  article  and  a  few  months  later  the  price  may  have 
dropped  50  per  cent,  so  he  would  make  no  profit,  or  the  price  may 
have  increased  and  his  profit  would  be  very  much  greater. 

Freights  depreciate  the  same  as  the  merchandise.  Cash  discounts 
are  figured  on  the  invoice  price,  not  including  freight. 

Every  possible  detail  of  this  kind  must  be  settled  before  a  state- 
ment is  taken  from  the  insured's  books,  as  then  his  judgment  will  not 
be  influenced  by  the  amount  the  books  show  his  loss  to  be. 

In  department  stores  and  large  establishments  a  stipulated  amount 
should  be  agreed  upon  for  "leakage."  It  is  a  surprise  to  learn  how 
much  merchandise  is  stolen  every  year  and  this  should  be  deducted 
from  "stock  on  hand." 

There  is  a  large  percentage  of  loss  in  every  dry  goods  store  from 
clerks  giving  a  little  more  than  actual  measurement,  and  it  may  be 
as  much  as  half  a  yard  to  each  bolt  of  cloth  or  ribbon.  Staple  articles 
do  not  depreciate  very  much  in  value  as  they  are  "turned  over"  three 
or  four  times  a  year,  but  seasonable  goods  depreciate  heavily  at  the 
end  of  a  season.  Millinery,  fancy  silks  and  clothing  should  be  looked 
into  very  carefully  as  they  are  easily  soiled  and  shop-worn,  and  styles 
change  each  season.  This  makes  the  depreciation  large  and  it  varies 
at  different  times  of  the  year.  Nothing  is  gained  by  hurrying  through 
a  loss.  Take  your  time  to  ascertain  all  you  want  to  know  and  de- 
termine before  you  proceed  with  the  settlement. 
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Make  no  inquiries  regarding  the  origin  of  the  fire  or  insured's  title 
until  you  have  agreed  upon  the  amount  of  loss  or  damage. 

Profits 

Where  royalties  are  insured  the  loss  is  estimated  by  the  amount 
paid  for  two   months  previous. 

Nat.  Oil  Co.  V.  Ins.  Co.  N.  A.,  13  N.  E.  Eep.  337. 
Profits  of   a   business   are   insurable   as   "profits"   but   not   as   conse- 
quential damages. 

Sun  Fire  v.  Wright  Kings  Bench,  3  Nev.  and  Man.  819; 
Niagara  Ins.  Co.  v.  Heflin,  Ky.  30,  Ins.  L.  J.  326. 

Merchandise  Losses  Where  the  Books  are  Burned 

If  the  insured's  books  are  burned  or  if  none  were  kept  it  would 
seem  at  first  glance  impossible  to  arrive  at  anywhere  near  the  value 
of  the  merchandise  destroyed,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  It  is  com- 
paratively easy  if  the  insured  is  properly  questioned. 

The  policy  contract  gives  you  the  right  to  examine  the  insured  under 
oath  as  often  as  required  and  this  examination  should  bring  out  the 
following  information: 

When  he  commenced  business. 

When  last  inventory  was  taken  and  amount  thereof. 

The  amount  due  him  for  merchandise  sold  before  inventory  and  after. 

How  much  he  paid  monthly  for  rent,  clerk  hire,  lighting  and  per- 
sonal expenses. 

How  much  he  paid  for  improvements  to  his  store  and  to  his  resi- 
dence. 

Life  and  fire  insurance,  horses,  wagons  and  anything  else  purchased 
except  merchandise. 

The  value  of  stock  saved  and  the  damage  thereon. 

Agree  in  writing  as  to  the  per  cent  of  profit  made  on  invoice  cost, 
discount  and  depreciation. 

His  bank  account  will  show  the  amount  deposited  and  his  checks 
the  amount  paid  for  freight,  merchandise,  etc. 

Call  for  itemized,  sworn  statements  of  purchases  and  payments  from 
every  wholesale  house  from  whom  he  purchased  merchandise. 

The  statements  from  the  wholesale  houses  and  the  bank  will  verify 
to  a  certain  extent  the  statements  made  by  the  insured  as  to  the  amount 
of  merchandise  purchased  and  amounts  paid  on  account. 

Household  Furniture  and  Wearing  Apparel 
An  itemized  list  of  the  contents  of  the  dwelling  should  be  made 
showing  the  cost  and  present  value  of  each  article.  The  most  accurate 
way  is  to  draw  a  floor  plan  of  the  building  and  schedule  each  room 
separately.  Otherwise  the  insured  is  liable  to  forget  many  things  he 
had  before  the  fire. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  exact  data  as  to  depreciation,  except 
for  wearing  apparel  and  laundered  articles,  which  depreciate  50  per  cent 
on   both    old   and   new   in   use,   and   this   gives   a   fair   valuation   of   all. 
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FROM  THE  BROKERS'  STANDPOINT 

From  a  Paper  by  Henry  S.  Manheim,  Read  at  the  39th  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Printed  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

Having  been  asked  by  your  president  to  contribute  to  this  program 
a  paper  upon  that  branch  of  fire  insurance  operations  with  which  I 
am  most  familiar,  and  having  accepted  his  invitation,  it  devolves  upon 
me  to  present  to  you  in  as  concise  a  form  as  possible  the  knowledge 
acquired  through  my  experience  and  study  of  the  brokerage  phase  of 
our  business. 

The  first  difficulty  that  presents  itself  is  that  of  a  definition:  What 
is  an  insurance  broker?  According  to  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica  he 
is  an  agent  or  middle-man  who  secures  insurance  against  marine  hazards 
for  a  client.  This  authority  states  further  that  one  who  secures  insur- 
ance against  fire  for  a  client  is  not  an  insurance  broker.  It  does  not 
attempt  to  tell  you  what  this  person  is.  Therefore,  you  will  understand 
why  I  find  myself  in  a  quandary  on  the  point. 

The  term  "broker"  is,  however,  simple  and  well  understood  in  the 
commercial  world.  He  is  a  person  who  acts  as  an  agent  or  intermediary 
in  bringing  together  buyer  and  seller  of  any  commodity. 

A  stock  broker  purchases  or  sells  stocks  or  bonds  for  a  client.  A 
merchandise  broker  purchases  or  sells  merchandise  for  a  client.  A 
real  estate  broker  purchases  or  sells  real  estate  for  a  client.  You  will 
note  that  in  every  one  of  these  cases  the  broker  acts  for  only  one  party 
to  the  transaction.  All  of  these  persons  charge  a  commission  for  their 
services  as  negotiators,  or  buying  and  selling  agents,  as  the  case  may 
be.  The  insurance  broker  buys  insurance  for  his  client.  Being  the 
representative  of  the  person  who  buys,  he  has  always  been  regarded 
under  the  law  as  the  agent  of  the  assured.  He,  therefore,  occupies  a 
somewhat  unique  position,  for  his  services  are  all  retained  by  the  person 
for  whom  he  secures  insurance,  but  paid  for  by  the  seller  of  the  policy 
which  he  delivers. 

It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  the  assured,  like  all  ultimate  con- 
sumers, pays  for  the  services  of  his  broker  through  the  increased  rate 
which  is  charged  by  the  company  to  provide  for  the  commission  paid, 
but  the  fact  still  remains  that  the  assured  pays  the  premium  in  full 
to  the  company,  or  its  agent,  or  to  the  broker  who  has  been  authorized 
by  the  company  to  collect  the  bill,  and  that  the  company,  or  its  agent, 
pays  the  commission  to  the  broker.  It  has  been  claimed  by_  some 
authorities  that  the  broker  acting  as  collector  of  the  company's  pre- 
miums thereby  becomes  an  agent  of  the  company,  and  is  paid  by  the 
company  for  his  services  in  collecting  and  turning  over  the  money. 
If  so  the  commission  received  by  the  broker  is  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  small  value  of  the  service  performed.  We  can  not  escape  the  fact 
that  the  broker  acts  for  the  assured  as  judge  of  the  financial  responsi- 
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bility  of  the  company,  and  of  its  record  in  loss  settlements,  and  that 
he  advises  the  assured  as  to  the  form  of  the  policy  and  as  to  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  various  clauses  in  his  contract. 

He  must  devise  or  agree  to  a  form  which  will  cover  any  and  all 
of  the  property  in  the  premises  of  the  assured,  which  will  make  the 
policy  the  most  liberal  contract  the  company  can  or  will  grant,  and 
which  will,  as  far  as  possible,  obviate  delay  in  the  event  of  the  ad- 
justment of  a  claim.  He  acts  for  the  assured  in  securing  for  him  the 
lowest  possible  rate  of  premium,  and  advises  him  as  to  such  changes 
of  physical  hazard  as  will  entitle  him  to  a  reduction  of  cost.  In  case 
of  loss  he  naturally  acts  as  the  adviser,  and  sometimes  even  as  the 
representative  of  his  client  in  securing  a  fair  and  equitable  adjustment. 
In  fact,  the  conscientious  broker  should  handle  his  client's  insurance 
as  if  it  covered  upon  his  own  property. 

Must  Have  Wide  Technical  Knowledge 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  a  wide  technical  knowledge  of  in- 
surance, and  of  insurance  law,  and  of  general  business  law  and  custom, 
is  necessary  in  the  conduct  of  a  real  insurance  broker's  business.  Be- 
sides this,  he  must  be  acquainted  with  the  strength  and  inflammability 
of  building  material.  He  must  have  a  knowledge  of  merchandise  and 
merchandising.  He  must  be  acquainted  with  all  forms  of  fire-fighting 
devices.  He  must  have  a  knowledge  of  electricity  in  many  of  its 
branches,  and  he  must  be  able  to  analyze  correctly  the  financial  state- 
ments of  the  several  insurance  companies  with  which  he  does  business 
and  the  value  of  the  securities  in  which  their  funds  are  invested.  He 
must,  when  having  very  large  lines  to  handle,  be  acquainted  with  the 
markets  of  the  world  in  order  to  be  able  to  secure  for  his  client  the 
necessary  amount  of  indemnity. 

With  these  requirements  in  view  it  will  be  seen  that  it  has  become 
almost  an  absolute  necessity  for  a  good  insurance  broker  to  be  trained 
in  the  theoretical  and  technical  part  of  the  insurance  business  by  a 
college  education  in  the  various  branches  of  knowledge  above  referred 
to.  Professional  tiaining  as  above  indicated  is  the  broker's  beat 
means  of  defensive  argument  againt  that  adverse  legislation,  which 
from  time  to  time  threatens  to  interfere  with  and  make  less  profitable 
all  branches  of  the  insurance  business,  including  his  own. 

Must  Orgranize 

To  protect  themselves  against  illegitimate  and  unfair  competition, 
the  brokers  nnist  organize.  The  formation  of  an  association  or  insurance 
b}'okers'  exchange  for  the  enforcement  of  correct  practices  does  more 
than  anything  else  to  create  respect  for  the  business,  and  also  stability 
under  the  law.  An  exchange  which  will  compel  its  members  to  observe 
strictly,  in  the  spirit  and  to  the  letter,  the  rules  of  honor  and  honesty  in 
their  relations  with  their  clients, — with  the  companies, — and  with  each 
other,  does  much  to  enable  them  to  earn  the  respect  and  win  the  con- 
fidence of  the  entire  business  community.  One  of  the  main  difficulties 
with  which  such  an  organization  has  to  contend,  is  the  admission  of  men 
who  can  succeed  in  no  other  line  of  business. 
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The  history  of  the  origiu  of  the  insurance  brokerage  business  in 
the  United  States  will  explain  the  reason  why  the  business  contains 
so  many  of  this  class.  In  New  York  in  1845  a  conflagration  ruined  a 
large  percentage  of  the  companies  at  that  time  engaged  in  business. 
During  the  years  immediately  following,  many  men  who  had  failed  in 
other  lines,  conceived  the  idea  that  they  might  secure  a  comfortable 
income  by  getting  from  the  companies  that  remained  in  business,  a 
commission  for  bringing  to  them  applications  for  insurance.  At  first 
only  two  companies  would  pay  commissions,  the  business  up  to  that 
time  having  been  transacted  without  the  negotiating  of  intermediaries. 
Gradually,  however,  all  the  companies  have  adapted  themselves  to  the  new 
SA  stem.  No  doubt  the  broker,  while  soliciting,  stimulated  the  demand 
for  insurance,  by  educatin.nf  the  public  as  to  its  necessity.  It  was  only 
after  a  good  many  years,  that  insurance  brokerage  developed  into  a 
business  appropriate  to  capable,  bright  business  men.  The  original  so- 
called  broker,  having  been,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  more  or  less  of  a 
business  derelict  who  had  taken  up  this  line  of  income  without  prepara- 
tion, and  as  a  last  resort,  was  probably  willing  to  use  any  means,  legiti- 
mate or  illegitimate,  by  which  to  make  a  full  or  a  partial  commission. 
This  explanation  may  be  deemed  far-fetched;  but  it  can  not  be  denied 
that  fire  insurance  brokers  as  a  class,  have  suffered  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  a  discolored  standard  of  ethics,  with  the  incidental  result  that 
the  companies,  through  their  representatives  have  themselves  failed 
frequently  to  keep  their  own  agreements  with  their  business  competi- 
tors. The  assured,  employing  brokers  of  the  kind  I  have  referred  to, 
does  so,  as  a  means  one  might  say,  of  dispensing  charity  without  putting 
his  hand  in  his  pocket.  He  is  afraid,  in  many  cases,  however,  to  entrust 
them  with  full  responsibility,  lest  his  interests  be  not  properly  safe- 
guarded; but  as  a  man  must  live,  this  class  of  brokers  have  always 
endeavored  to  attract  a  greater  amount  of  business  than  would  come  to 
them  in  the  ordinary  way,  by  offering  the  temptation  of  a  rebate  of 
part  of  their  own  brokerage. 

San  Francisco  Exchange 

The  Insurance  Brokers'  Exchange  of  San  Francisco  has  recognized 
this  difiiculty,  and  endeavors  to  overcome  it  by  requiring  the  passing 
of  a  more  or  less  technical  examination  by  all  applicants  for  member- 
ship in  its  body.  Another  proper  protection  to  the  broker  would  be  the 
passage  by  the  State  Legislature,  of  an  anti-rebate  law  sufficiently 
strong  to  make  it  dangerous  for  the  assured  to  pay  anything  less  than 
the  full  premium  charged  under  his  policy  contract.  Also  the  passage 
of  a  law  licensing  the  insurance  broker,  so  that  he  may  have  a  legal 
standing  in  the  business  world,  would  be  of  general  benefit.  In  the  past 
the  broker  lived  up  to  his  promises  and  agreements  at  least  until 
temptation  presented  itself  in  the  shape  of  a  large  line,  obtainable  more 
easily  by  means  of  a  direct  or  indirect  concession.  The  companies  in 
their    competition    for    business    outbid    each    other    in    endeavoring    to 
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secure  the  allegiance  of  brokers  controlling  large  lines.  The  Insurance 
Brokers'  Exchange  of  San  Francisco  has  reformed  this  to  a  great  extent, 
but  has  not  reformed  it  altogether.  With  the  assistance,  however,  of 
the  passage  of  an  anti-rebate  law,  and  a  law  licensing  the  broker,  and 
imposing  a  heavy  penalty  or  the  suspension  or  forfeiture  of  his  license 
in  case  of  its  violation,  it  would  be  a  more  simple  task  for  the  exchange 
to  keep  its  members  rigidly  in  line. 

The  broker  exists  only  in  the  large  cities.  With  the  expensive 
plant  at  present  necessary  to  the  proper  conduct  of  his  business,  he  can 
derive  no  profit  from  the  limited  amount  of  patronage  which  can  be 
secured  in  a  small  town.  The  expert  special  knowledge  and  wide  gen- 
eral information  required  can  be  profitably  employed  only  where  a  large 
volume   of   insurance   exists. 

Represents  the  Assured 

The  broker  represents  the  assured  up  to  the  time  of  the  termina- 
tion of  his  contract  with  the  company.  It  is  unwise,  therefore,  for  him 
during  any  part  of  this  time  to  act  also  as  agent  of  any  company  whose 
contract  his  client  may  hold.  There  may  arise  in  ease  of  loss,  disputes 
as  to  interpretations  of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  which  will  compel 
the  broker  to  take  sides  against  one  of  his  own  principals,  with  the 
almost  inevitable  position  of  a  man  serving  two  masters.  He  can  not 
be  faithful  to  either  without  working  against  the  interests  of  the 
other.  If  he  take  the  side  of  the  company  he  causes  his  client,  the 
assured,  to  suffer  pecuniary  loss  and  if  he  espouse  the  cause  of  the 
assured,  he  does  not  properly  protect  the  funds  of  his  employer.  In 
addition  to  this  he  accepts  payment  for  services  from  both  parties  to  a 
transaction,  a  course  which  is  morally  and  legally  wrong. 

No  Room  For  Friction 

In  view  of  these  principles  there  should  be  no  room  for  friction 
between  the  broker  and  the  local  agent.  They  are  not  competitors. 
Their  functions  are  entirely  separate  and  distinct.  The  broker  solicits 
business  for  himself;  the  agent  works  for  the  companies  which  he  repre- 
sents. The  agent  is  a  seller.  He  endeavors  to  dispose  of  as  many  in- 
surance policies  as  possible  to  the  householder,  merchant  or  property 
owner  or  to  his  representative,  the  broker.  The  broker  is  a  buyer.  He 
endeavors  to  secure  clients  and  from  these  clients  to  get  orders  to  buy 
insurance  from  the  company.  Buyer  and  seller  can  not  be  competitors. 
They  should  and  must  work  in  harmony,  to  secure  the  best  results  for 
their  respective  principals.  Each  should  get  adequate  compensation 
for  the  work  performed  and  if  intelligent  co-operation  will  take  the 
place  of  the  senseless  disputes,  as  to  territorial  jurisdiction,  which  some- 
times arise,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  rights  of  buyer 
and  seller,  broker  and  agent,  will  be  fully  conserved,  and  that  each 
will  receive  that  part  of  the  compensation  for  their  joint  ser\'ices  to 
which  he  is  justly  entitled. 
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SAN    FRANCISCO    DEPARTMENT     FIRE    BUSINESS 

By  Companies,  Agencies  and  Departments. 

(This  Compilation  re  ori£inal  with  the  Coast  Review.) 

WHERE  THE  COMPANIES  WRITE. 

The  figures  in  this  compilation  of  Coast  business  by  agencies  and 
departments,  written  in  San  Francisco,  represent  the  business  of  states 
and  territories  (as  per  numbers),  as  follows  • 

2-     ORf'/oT''^^-  10.    COLORADO. 

3  \V'ASHINhTON  ,"■     NEW  MEXICO 

4  IDAHO  ^^-     HAWAII. 

6-  UTAH^'"'^"  !!•  BRmln- COLUMBIA. 

7  NEVAr>A  ^^-  PHILIPPINES. 

8  ARTTO^A  1^-  MEXICO. 

9  WYOMTKd  }-2-  ALBERTA. 

9.     WYOMING.  18      SASKATCHEWAN. 

_  San  — Coasi 

Companies  and  Aeencies  Fran  Pr-™-.  i  ..     ■ 

r  ran  p,em  s  Losses        Rati» 

I     Fireman's  Fund  — Louis  Weinmann,  Sec.  ""^"^  Pezcea 

\     ]llt ^'^'254       $1,255,982  |627.795  49.9 

1  llA ^*''^^         1,443.028  720.566  49.9 

}     {9? ,?•"''         1.364.514.  717.463  52.5 

J     \l\\ 28.106         1.512,633  682.689  45.1 

^     *^^'* 130.987         1.298.074  601.460  46.3 

,,,   .^      .,.,,.      ,      .  1543.043        $6,874,231     13,349,973         48.7 

Writes  ml  to  14  inclusive  and  16.  17.  18.       Percent  of  S.  F.  business.  8 

2  California  — Geo.  W.Brooks.  Sec. 

2  \l\t f<*""9  "71.730  218.807         46.3 

1  nil 61.985  472.112  188.445  40.0 

2  \l\l .f-392  486,112  151.185         31.1 

2  9   J «'-6f  488.921  131.906         26  9 

^     ^^^" ■     123.904  464.106  145.295         31.3 

w   •*      •      ■,.,.•      ,  «  471,263     $2,382,981       $835,638     $35.0 

Writes  in  1  to  4  inclusive,  also  17  and  18.       Percent  of  S.  F.  business.  19- 

3  VulcanFire  — A.Hodgkinson.  Sec. 

3  WW 5,054  88,218  43.532         49.2 

'     .0'/,' 4.508  73.489  24.552         33.4 

'^^^ 4.801  34.787  1,144  j.g 

Percent  of  S.  F.  business.  7.  *"•'"         ^^^^'  ^^'-Z^*       35.2 

4  Capital 

4  I'n.V ■^•"'^  56.325  45.971         81.6 

4    Jo   2 3,205  28,522  11.70O         41.5 

■   ■  •  •       14.367 749     5.0 

^    ,        ^        ,     .  ^^O'^"     $99,214     $58,420    58.8 

fTclm  If  I.  f.  gSs"!  n^"^  ^^"^"  reinsurance  in  all. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  GENERAL  AGENCIES  AND  DEPARTMENTS. 
r>  San  — Coast — 

Companies  and  Agencies  Fran.  Prem's  Losses  Ratio 

RollaV.  Watt -Royal.  Queen'!"'"''         ''"'''  ''''"''''    ''"""' 

2    ml ^\%if,  $1,773,776  $867„5.56        48.0 

1    ,m^ l'<5,761        1,726,972  982,178       56  8 

1    \l]^, 270.914  1.843..S66  746.774        40  5 

I    nil 330.138  1.936,003  716  976        37.0 

^    ^^^" ■   350.118  1.943,742  721,812        36.9 

.     ,  ^    „  .  $1,319,861    $9,223,8.59        $4^035^296       43^7 

Write  in  1  to  8  inclusive  and  11. 12  and  13.       Perc.  of  S.  F.  business  14 

-i    Wayman  &  Henry -Sun.  National,  Michigan  F.&M.    Colonial 
Mechanics  &  Traders 

?    \l}i 171.562  1,664,020  806.748  48  4 

I    nil If -i^l  1.755,6,55  729  330  Tl5 

^    llij  193,878  1.806.691  652.904  36  1 

^9" 240.767  1.894,053  629:883  33.2 

Write  in  1  to  14  inclusive.        Perclnt'of  S.  ^^.-iuslness.S:'''''''       ''•' 
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San 

— Coasi— 

Companies  and  Aeeucies 

Fran 

Prem's 

Ltsses 

Ratio 

Prem  s 

Rec'd 

Incur'd  Percent                                     | 

3    Dixwell  Hewitt - 

-Hartford  Fire,  Citi 

zens  Fire. 

3      1914    .... 

.    144,799 

1,424,275 

675.770 

47.4 

4      1913    .... 

.    122.980 
.    127.277 

1,3.54.212 
1,447.724 

640,777 
598,537 

47.3 
41.2 

3      1912    .... 

3      1911    .    . 

2       1910    .... 

.    134,217 
.    137.869 

1,443,366 
1,400,538 

593.633 
602,613 

41.1 
43.0 

$667,142 

$7,070,115 

$3,111,330 

44.0 

Write  in  1  to  8  inclusive,  12. 13  and  14. 

Percent  of  S. 

F.  premiums,  9                                     1 

4    Geo.  H.Tyson. - 

-German-. 

American, 

Phoenix  of  Hartford.  German 

Alliance, 

Equitable 

F.  ik  M.,  Protector  Underw. 

4      1914    .   .   . 

127, 38o 

1.292.490 

650.115 

50.3 

4      1913       ... 

.    103,746 

1.418,371 

620.644 

37.5 

2       1912    .   .   . 

.    139,578 

1,431,501 

533.977 

38.0 

3       1911    .    .   . 

.    179,009 

1,464.852 

568,329 

37.3 

3       1910    .    .   . 

.    192.494 

1.394,234 

523,366 

31.8 

$742,212 

$6,996,448 

$2,896,431 

41.4 

Write  in  1  to  8  inclus 

ve ;  in  5  Phoenix  only.     Write  also  in  12 .  13  and  14                                 1 

Percent  of  S.  F.  business,  10. 

5    W.  H.  Breeding 

—  .a;tna. 

5      1914  

.    193,466 

1,087,749 

.     488,288 

45.8 

5      1913  

.    149,099 

1,008,569 

411,702 

40.9 

5      1912  

.     194,127 

1,0.50,609 

362,173 

34.7 

6      1911  

.    229,507 

1,072,045 

321,121 

29.4 

8      1910  

238,699 

1,013,646 

352,032 

34.9 

$1,004,898 

$5,232,618 

$1,935,316 

36.9 

Writes  in  1  to  8  inclusive,  12, 13 

.  14,  17, 18. 

Perc.  of  S 

.  F.  premiums,  19                                 | 

6    R.  P.  Fabj  —  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe,  Ltd. 

L.  L.  &  G. 

N.  Y. 

6      1914  .   .   . 

272,888 

911.5.55 

410,475 

45.0 

7     1913  .... 

239,518 

861,169 

384.981 

44.7 

6      1912  .... 

295,919 

962,998 

345,685 

35.8 

7      1911      ... 

345,949 

1,039,816 

348.412 

33.5 

5      1910  .... 

402,608 

1,162,404 

390,058 

33.5 

$1  ,.556,882 

^.937,912 

$1,879,611 

38.7 

Writes  in  1,  2.  3,  4,  7, 

8  and  13. 

Percentof  S.  F.  premiums,  30. 

7      E.  T.  Niebliug 

—  Commercial    Union,  Lon.;   Commercial 

Union 

Fire,  N 

Y.,  Palatine,  London. 

7     1914  .... 

.      93.912 

908,827 

338,493 

37.2 

15      1913  .    .    . 

.      .50,212 

559,573 
629,787 

2:39.094 
211. .534 

42.7 
33.5 

14     1912  .... 

.      64,442 

15     1911  .... 

.      76..344 

634,3.36 

228.851 

45.5 

14      1910  .    . 

.      77,995 

615.070 

247,667 

40.7 

1362,905 

$3,347,593 

$1,265,639 

37.7 

Write  in  1  to  8  inch,  12  and  13. 

Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums 

,  10. 

8    Edward  Brown 

&  Sons  — 

Svea.  Agricultural,  Globe  &    Rutgers.                                 1 

Hamilton  Fire, 

Globe  Und.  Ag'cy,  First  Xat'l.                                   | 

8       1914  .   .   . 

.      93,563 

908,238 

461,739 

50.8 

9      1913  .    .    . 

.      67,674 

812.553 

403,681 

49.8 

8       1912  .    .    . 

.     93,.591 

786.642 

361.386 

45.6 

9       1911  .    .    . 

.    112,346 

844,304 

320.224 

37.9 

9       1910  .   .   . 

.   127,245 

803.741 

35i,618 

43.9 

^94,419 

$4,155,478 

$1,899,648 

45.7 

Write  in  1  to  10  inclusive.  12. 13 

.  14,  16. 

Percent  of  S 

.  F.  premiums,  11                                 | 

9    Geo.W.Dornin 

—  Springfield  F.&M 

,  Newark. 

9      1914  .   .   . 

.      87,965 

836,841 

445.393 

53.2 

8     1913  .   .   . 

.     78.183 

825,146 

448,319 

54.3 

9      1912  .   .   . 

.    100,291 

769.533 

313,309 

40.7 

11      1911  .   .   . 

116,314 

708,883 

302.230 

42.6 

11      1910  .   .   . 

.    121.977 

709,177 

367  ,.521 

51.8 

$.504,760 

3,849.580 

$1,876,772 

48.7 

Writes  in  1  to  8  inclusive.  12. 13 

.14.        Percentof  S.  F 

premiums. 

13. 

10    A.  W.  Thornton  —  London  Assurance. 

10      1914    .   , 

.      95,142 

829,133 

4:K.126 

52.1 

10      1913 

75,447 

794,366 
745,859 
644.339 

3.52.426 
297,008 
241.841 

44.3 
39.8 
37.5 

10      1912  .  .    . 

.     97.314 

1911    .   . 

.      92,445 

$360,348 

$3,013,697 

$1,323,401 

43.9 

Wrlt«  in  1  to  14  inclusive. 

Percent  of  .^.  F.  premiums,  11. 
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San  — Coast — 

Companies  and  Agencjes  Fran.  Prems.        Losses        Ratio 

Prem's  Rec'd  Incar'd       Percent 

11  Christensen  &  Goodwin  —  American  Central,  St.    Paul  F.  &  M.. 

Merc.  F.  &  M.  Und.,  Minnesota  Und, 

11      1914 67,002  772,556  413,581  53.5 

11      1313      -56,389  754.144  405,878  53.0 

11  1912 69,654  724.466  335,433  46.8 

10      1911 M,016  729,125  287,603  39.3 

10      1910 97,222  762,398  356.914  46.4 

$374,283      $3,742,689      $1,799,409  48.0 
Write  in  all  except  9,  10. 11. 15, 16, 17  and  18. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  10. 

1 2  Sam  B.  Stoy  —  London  &  Lancashire,  Orient. 

12  1914 89,969  727,290  370.624  50.9 

12    1913 67.987  648.214  320,084  49.3 

12    1912 85.676  648,230  215.637  33.2 

12    1911 98,607  667.062  242,062  36.3 

12  1910 105.833  699,966  309,471  44.1 

$448,072        $3,390,762      $1,457,878  43.0 
Write  in  1  to  13  inclusive.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums.  13. 

1 3  Benjamin  J.  Smith  —  Connecticut  Fire.  Westchester. 

13  1914 71.777  692.746  326.802  47.1 

18    1913 43.663  474.688  230.720  48.6 

17    1912 56,457  498.526  213.747  42.8 

17    1911 67,959  508.384  179,247  35.2 

21    1910 65.753  456.744  192,677  42.9 

$.305,609       $2,631,088      $1,143,193  43.4 
Writes  in  1  to  8  incl..  13. 14  and  17;  12  reins,  only. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  11. 

14  JamesC.  Johnston  — Ins.  Co. of  North  Amer.,  Alliance  of  Phila. 

14  1914 89.520  663.958  312.722  47.0 

13    1913 7.^,194  617.781  268.299  43.4 

13    1912 92.2.39  6.36,271  243.955  38.3 

13    1911 121.391  666.222  211.974  31.9 

13  1910 134,043  627,520  274,519  43.7 

$512.3S7      $3.211.7.52      $1,311,469  40.8 
Write  in  1  to  8  incl.,  12, 13  and  14.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  16. 

15  W.  W.  Alverson—N'th  River,   U.  S.  Fire,  New  Bruns.  Merchants 

N.  Y.,  Williamsburg  City. 

15  1914 92.050  660.108  285,2-52  43  2 

23    1913 47,602  399,036  130,964  32.8 

$139,652      $1,059,144  $116,216  39.3 

Write  in  1,  2,  3,  4,  5.  7,  8,  12,  13.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums.  13. 

16  Edwin  Parrish  — Niagara  Fire.  Detroit  F.  &  M.,  Niagara-Detroit. 

16  1914 50,261  639.0.37  325,757  50.9 

14  1913 51,194  610.753  250,240  40.9 

15  1912 37,764  542,070  261,055  46.2 

1911 39,375  567,908  238,720  42.1 

$178,594       $2,359,768     $1,065,772  45.1 
Write  in  1  to  8  inclusive  :    in  12.  IS,  14. 17. 18;  in  16,  mining  risks  only. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  7. 

17  W.  Irving— Phoenix  of  London,  Imperial  Assurance. 

17  1914 87,423  538,316  2.38.874  44.3 

17  1913 72,931  497,108  258.474  51.9 

21    1912 75,932  430.474  196,773  45.7 

21  1911 87.427  4-56,750  200.323  43.8 

22  1910      90.133  433,668  225,189  52.0 

$413,816       $2,.356,316      $1,119,633  47.5 
Write  in  1  to  9  inclusive,  12  and  13.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  17. 

18  Folger  and  Speyer  —  New  Zealand. 

18  1914 1(16.487  478,940  246,087  51.3 

16  1913 109.470  500,903  223,929  44.9 

16    1912 117.801  500.481  143,485  28.6 

16  1911 145.600  .525.884  168.328  32.0 

17  1910 163.416  523,857  188.388  36.0 

Sfi42,774      $2,530,065         $970,217  38.3 

Writes  in  1  to  10  incl.".  12,  13,  and  14.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  25. 
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San  — Coast — 

Companies  and  Agencies  Fran.  Prems  Losses       Ratio 

Prems.  Rec  d  Incui  d    Percent 

19  Frank  J.  Devlin—  t  Atlas 

19  1914  46,966  459,030  181.965  89.6 

19  1913  ■   ■  ....  34,899  449,937  251.9(J1  55.9 

19  1912  '   '  ...  46,660  471,875  173,471  36.7 

20  1911  ■   ■   ■    ■  ...  47.089  481,678  222,4.57  46.1 
20  1910  '.'.".'. 55.197  479,973  201.915  42.0 

$230,811        $2,342,493      $1,031,709        44.0 

Writes  in  1  to  13  inclusive,  and  in  16. 

t  Includes  Atlas-Manchester  figures.       Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  9. 

20  Frank  M.Avery— Fire  Association,  Philadelphia  Underwriters 

20  1914 60,618  432,804  206,842  47.9 

30  1913 48.118  265,310  106,104  39.9 

30  1912 58,911  254,448  82,146  32.3 

81  1911  66.514  246.878  93,107  37.7 

35  1910 55.835  221,186  93.801  42.4 

$289,996      $1,420,626       $582,000        40.9 
Write  in  1,  2.  3,  6.7,  8  12,  13.  14, 17.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums.  20. 

21  Geo.  O.  Hoadley  — American  of  Newark,  Camden,  Roch. -German. 

21  1914 41.564  429,819  188.797  43.9 

23  1913 32.285  390,920  194.529  49.7 

22  1912 48,930  405.663  206,013  50.7 

26  1911 49,738  327,185  123,237  37.6 

32  1910 51.775  240.273  108.809  45.3 

$2,234,292      $1,793,890  $821,385        45.0 

Write  in  1  to  6  inclusive  and  12, 13  and  14.       Perc.  of  S.  F.  premiums  2. 

22    D.  W.  Clark  — Northwestern  National, 

22  1914 42.756  427,983  183.838        42.6 

26    1913 80,987  334,847  194.988        58.2 

28  1912 12,033  273.682  107,332        39.3 

29  1911 7,964  274,802  95.830        34.8 

30  1910 ■    ■ 244.072  81,786        33.5 

$143,740         $1,555,386        $663,774        42.6 
Writes  in  1,  2.  and  3:  1  to  4  inclusive  in  1908.        Perc.  of  S.  F.  prems..  9 

23  Edward  E.  Potter  &  Sons- Glens  Falls,  Security  .Girard  F.  &  M. 

New  Haven  Underw. 

23  1914 73,264     421,900     171,040   40.5 

21  1913 53.458     410,698     174,263   42.4 

18  1912 46,303     484,989     175,797   36.2 

19  1911 60,571     499,523     163.525   32.8 

19  1910 40,582     481.803     164.717   34.6 

$274,178        $2,298,913        $849,342        36.9 
Write  in  1  to  6  incl.,  and  8, 12, 13.       Now  represent  also  Firemen's,  Ger- 
man-American, Pa..  Eastern  Underwrs.       Perc.  of  S.  F.  prems..  12 

24  Henry  Homes  Smith  —  Law  Union  &  Rock,  Union  Assur. 

24  1914 51.921  417,582  283.165        67.8 

38    1913 14,103  181,098  100,627        55.5 

36    1912 14.271  176,932  81,753        46.2 

36    1911 12,656  171.849  65.241        37.9 

38    1910 13.546  149.205  66.862        44.6 

$106,497  $1,096,666  $597,648  .54.5 
Writes  in  1  to  8  inclusive,  10  and  13.  Now  represents  Union  Assur.  also 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  9. 

25  *H.  R.  Mann  — New  York  Underwriters.  Home  of  Utah. 

25  1914 31,793  407.038  168,063        41.2 

22  1913 28.551  404,399  154,135        38.1 

20  1912 39.524  465.647  187.278        40.2 

18     1911 29,508  505,905  179.026        35  4 

18      1910 35.129  501.862  238,248        47.4 

$164,505  $2,284,851  $926,750  40.5 
•  1909-10-11-12  figures  include  those  of  the  retired    Teutonia   of    New 

Orleans. 
Write  in  all  except  9, 10, 11. 12. 15. 16, 17, 18.       Perc.  of  S.  F.  premiums,  7 

26  J.  L.  Fuller  — Norwich  Union. 

26  1914 31.857  391,435  203,844        52.0 

25    1913 19,553  344.294  160.493        46.6 

33  1912    ...  .    .  .    .  210,807  112.203        532 

32    1911    ...  .   .  .    .  225,9.54  125,507        55.5 

34  1910 222,193  131.783        59.9 

$51,410  $1,394,683  $7:i:),830  52.6 
Writes  in  1,  2,  3,  4,  5.  fi.  7.  8,  9,  10, 11.  12, 13.       Perc.  of  R.  F.  premiums.  4 
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27    Dixwell  Davenport  —  National  Union. 

27  1<»U 91.332           361,145  178,946        49.5 

20      1913 119,745           413.489  232,007        56.1 

24      1912 120.169           359,640  119,872        38.3 

24  1911 151.818           423,413  107,392        25.3 

1910.    .    .    .• 133,160           321,627  77,285        24.0 

$622,224      $1,879,314  $715,502        3S.0 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  33. 

28    A.  C.  Olds— Caledonian,  Caludonian-Ameriean.  Aachen  &  Munich, 
Scotch  Underwriters. 

28  1914 19,879           349,705  2.30.005        65.8 

25  1913 16.466           347,338  184,640        53.1 

25    1912 15.469           323,676  137,046        42.3 

25  1911 13,025           331,944  149,716        45.3 

26  1910 20,233           323.051  165,778        51  2 

$85,072        $1,675,714  $867,185        51.7 

Write  in  1  to  8  inclusive.  12  and  13.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  5. 

29  Russell  W.  Osborn —  Pennsylvania  Fire. 

29  1914 25.511           348,939  176,723        50.6 

27  1913 18.854           313,123  155,833        49.7 

26  1912 23,327           308,380  139.334        45.1 

27  1911 25.341           319.250  128,193        40.1 

27     1910 26,891           296,948  128,717        43.3 

$119,924      $1,586,640  $728,800        45.9 
Writes  in  1  to  8  inclusive,  13,  14 ;  14  reins,  only        Perc.  of  S.  F.  prems.,  7 

30  C.  C.  Kinney  —Franklin,  Reliance,  Standard. 

30  1914 33,916           289,093  148,545        51.4 

Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  11. 

31  Curtis  vfc  Gordon  — Providence -Washington,  Boston,  Old  Colony 

31  1914 29.605           282,379  190,124        67.3 

32  1913 27,391           259.243  100,479        38.7 

42     1912 21,518           109,468  32.636        29.9 

39    1911 22,651            103,732  37,250        35.8 

31  1910 28,195           240,711  109.638        45.5 

$129,360         $995,533  $470,127        47.3 
Write  in  1,  2,  3,  4, 5. 6.  7,  8, 12, 13 ;  11  reins,  only.        Perc.  of  S.  F.  prems.,  13 

32  Bertheau,  Selbach  &  Bertheau  — Hanover,  Peoples  National,  Del- 

aware Underw.,  Concordia,    German,  Pa. 

32  1914 30.922           277,590  134.373        48.4 

34     1913 21,564           204.155  74,458        36.4 

32     1912 19,156           214,647  110,314        51.3 

30    1911    ....                  .       .     25,585           270,458  98.246        36.4 


$97,227        $996,850  $417,391  3.1 
Write  in  1,  4, 11, 13.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  10. 

33    J.  F.  Cobb— Nat'l  Ben  Franklin,  United  Firemens,  Humboldt. 

33  1914 99,018           218.193  84.860  38.9 

34  1913 93,292           230,018  83,508  86.3 

35  1912 76,571            183,046  90,089  49.2 

38    1911 50.030           109,084  31,490  29.7 

40    1910 35,072             89,265  39,792  44.6 


$353,983        $829,606  $329,739  39.7 

Writes  in  1  only.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  42. 

34  tH.  W.  Fores  —  Scottish  Union  &  National,  State  Assurance. 

34  1914 47,602  210,863  78.430  37.2 

37    1913 40,410  190.124  62,856  33.0 

37    1912 49,353  176,143  59,795  33.9 

35  1911 58.122  185,800  43,170  23.2 

37    1910 66,080  187,482  61.931  33.4 

$261,567  $950,412       $306,182  32.2- 

t  Writes  in  1,  7,  8  12  and  13  only.        Percentof  S.  F.  premiums,  27. 

35  Miller,  Henley  &  Scott  —  British  America,  Western  Assurance. 

35  1914 33,549  207.675         118,931  57.2 

36  1913 25,203  196,386  74,869  38.1 

34    1912     ....  12,555  207,285  105,463  50.9 

34    1911    ...  .      43.977  221,759  89,313  40.3 

33     1916 57,873  236.056  110.077  46.9 

$173,157  $1,069,161  $498,653  46.r. 
Western  writes  in  1,  2,  3,  7,  12  and  13;  British  America  in  2,  3,  12  and  13. 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums.  16. 
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36  A.  T.  Bailey— New  Hampshire. 

3fi    1914 30,769  191,372  84,149        43.9 

Write  in  1,  2,  3,  5,  6.  10.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  IG. 

37  McC.  Kelley— Yorksliire,  Northern,  N.  Y. 

37  1914 23.025  lfiS,735  72.651        43.2 

39    1913 23.608  140,260  48.895        34.9 

43    1912 12,.5.55  70.468  10.780        15.3 

$.59,188        $379,463        $132,326        34.8 
Write  in  1  to  7  and  12, 13.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  15. 

38  Chapman  &  Nauman  —    Northwestern  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co.,  B^iti^h 

Federal  Und.,Germania  Under wrs. 

38  1914 41.919  141.912  37.047        26.1 

42    1913 23,134  71.024  17.S00        25.0 

1912 33,129  150,444  40,7.'^3        27.1 

1911 17.321  45.635  5.310        11.6 

$11.^,503        $409,015  $100,910        24.6 

Write  in  1  to  3  inclusive.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  28. 

39  Watson  &  Taylor— City  of  New  York,  British  America. 

39  1914 29,4«9  85.398  27.760        32.5 

1913 16.398  77.131  43.220        56  0 

$15,887         1162,529  $70,980        43.6 

Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  28. 

40  .John  A.  Hougaard— Rhode  Island.  .Sterling. 

40  1914 15.172  61.061  17,.515        28  7 

1913 8.93><  39.361  13.305        33.7 

$24,110         $10n,422  $30,820        30.7 

Write  in  1,  2,  3.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  24. 

41  Macdonald  &  Miles — Hamburg-Bremen. 

41  1914 5.979  46,735  15,8.30        33.9 

Write  in  1  to  8.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  13. 


Fresno,  Aug.  18. — A  report  recommending  the  parole 
of  Mrs.  Delia  Bashor,  Raisin  City  firebug,  is  on  file  to-day. 
In  order  to  secure  revenge  for  alleged  insults  and  mistreat- 
ment, the  woman  a  week  ago  Saturday  set  fire  to  150  tons 
of  hay  owned  by  George  Fink.  She  drove  a  rented  horse 
the  night  of  the  fire  until  the  animal  died,  and  this  is  what 
caused  detectives  to  place  her  under  arrest.  The  woman's 
husband  has  made  restitution. 


Fresno,  Aug.  18. — The  Kirk  school,  F  and  Fig  avenues, 
and  a  house  owned  by  Philip  Snyder,  were  destroyed  by 
fire,  causing  a  loss  of  S13,000.  The  cause  of  the  blaze  is 
unknown.     Fire  started  in  Snyder's  home. 


Bakersfield,  Aug.  18.— C.  N.  Clark,  a  Modesta  stock- 
man, in  charge  of  a  sliipment  of  steers  passing  through  here 
fell  into  a  pool  of  oil  near  the  railroad  tracl<s  and  when  he 
attempted  to  clean  his  clothing  a  few  minutes  later,  with 
gasoline,  was  wrapped  in  flames.  The  flames  were  extin- 
guished by  railroad  employes  with  a  fire  extinguisher. 
Clark  is  burned  severely,  but  as  the  burns  are  not  deep  his 
injuries  are  not  thought  to  be  fatal. 
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INSURANCE    OF   ALL   KINDS 


National    Council  Appointments — World's 
Insurance  Congress 

Texas  Life  Convention,  T.  W.  Vardell, 
president  Sonthwestern  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Dallas,  Texas;  representative. 

The  National  Board  of  Marine  Under- 
writers, J.  B.  Levison,  vice  president  Fire- 
man's Fund  Insurance  Co.,  San  Francisco; 
representative. 

Pacific  Casualty  &  Surety  Association, 
Wm.  C.  Ramm,  Globe  Indemnity  Co.,  San 
Francisco;  alternate. 

Insurance  Brokers  Exciiange  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, H.  S.  Manheira,  president  Insurance 
Brokers  Exchange  of  San  Francisco;  alter- 
nate. 

Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Fire  Chiefs, 
S.  H.  Short,  assistant  chief  fire  department, 
Oakland,  Cal. ;  alternate. 

International  Association  of  Casualty  & 
Surety  Underwriters,  A.  L.  John.ston,  resi- 
dent assi.^tant  secretary,  Royal  Indemnity 
Co.,  San  Francisco;  alternate. 

American  Institute  of  Actuaries,  Lewis  A. 
Anderson,  consulting  actuary,  Madison, 
Wis. ;  Gordon  W.  Thomson,  secretary  West 
Coast-San  Francisco  Life  Insurance  Co., 
San  Francisco;  F.  S.  Withington,  secretary 
Western  States  Life  Insurance  Co.,  San 
Francisco;  alternates. 

The  Western  Union,  John  Marshall,  Jr., 
manager  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Co., 
Chicago,  111. ;  alternate. 


War  Claims.  —  British  life  offices  have 
had,  as  yet,  no  occasion  for  undue  anxiety 
with  regard  to  their  war  losses.  Apart  from 
the  industrial  offices,  wliere  the  average 
amount  of  claim  is  less  than  £20,  the  claims 
have  been  remarkably  few  in  comparison 
with  the  number  of  policies  on  the  books. 
The  total  of  the  payments  for  the  current 
year  will,  no  doubt,  be  in  excess  of  the 
normal  figure,  but  it  is  quite  pos><ible  that 
the  increase  will  not  be  much  more  than 
15  or  20  percent.  In  Germany  the  conditions 
are  so  different  that  her  life  assurance  eoui- 
panies  cannot  hope  to  avoid  losses  that  may 


prove  almost  disastrous.  Some  interesting 
figures  have  been  published  showing  the 
claim  experience  of  a  German  life  office 
during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  war. 
This  company  had  insurances  totalling 
£3,200,000  on  the  lives  of  10,816  men,  and 
np  to  the  end  of  February  the  war  claims 
announced  amounted  to  £77,941,  255  policy- 
holders having  been  killed.  At  this  rate 
the  year's  war  claims  should  absorb  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  year's  premiums,  so  the 
outlook  for  this  company  is  not  a  pleasant 
one.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
exactly  how  many  of  its  policyholders  were 
serving  with  the  German  army  during  the 
period  under  review;  probably  not  more 
than  a  quarter  of  the  total  number;  but  the 
proportion  will  certainly  be  greater  in  the 
future. — Insurance  Journal,  London. 


Dance  Liability  Insurance  Lacking 

It  appears  that  there  is  a  "squeeze"  dance 
of  new  step  and  instep  and  a  hold  that  is 
bold.  George  W.  Cram,  a  strong  contractor 
in  San  Francisco,  had  contracted  the 
"squeeze"  habit  like  a  bear.  His  partner 
in  a  summer  dance,  Virginia  Nay,  said  nay, 
nay.  In  her  suit  against  the  defendant 
Cram  the  plaintiff  Nay  says  she  pretested 
against  his  fierce  grip  in  the  new  dance  but 
her  protests  made  him  squeeze  the  harder. 
In  great  indignation  she  broke  away  from 
him  and  slipped  and  broke  her  ankle  and 
fell  to  the  floor.  For  five  months  she  was 
confined  to  a  hospital.  Plaintiff  Virginia 
in  the  superior  court  now  sues  George  for 
$5,705  alleged  damages  caused  by  his  un- 
blushing rudeness.  Not  even  Lloyds  has 
so  far  ofl'ered  to  insure  against  the  physical 
hazards  of  the  modern  dances,  and  therefore 
Cram  the  defendant  may  have  to  pay  this 
"loss"  out  of  his  profits  as  a  contractor. 


Marine.  —  The  Switzerland  General  of 
Zurich  has  undergone  an  examination  in 
New  York.  It  is  disclosed  that  losses  in 
this  country  have  been  about  three  times 
the  premium  income  in  the  first  half  of  this 
year. 
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Pacific  Mutual  Life    Will  Enlarge    Its 
Home  Office  Building 

When  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co. 
bought  the  northwest  corner  of  Olive  and 
Sixth  streeets  for  an  office  building,  after 
the  San  Francisco  fire,  it  also  bought  addi- 
tional ground  for  an  enlarged  office  building 
whenever  increasing  business  required  more 
office  space.  That  time  has  arrived,  and 
the  present  handsome  seven-story  building 
will  be  extended  and  the  office  space  will  be 
virtually  doubled.  Materials  and  architect- 
ure of  the  new  building  will  be  the  same  as 
those  of  the  present  building. 

The  "old"  building,  erected  in  1908,  is 
60x100  feet  ground  area.  The  new  build- 
ing will  be  60x80,  giving  a  frontage  of 
160  feet  on  Olive  street.  The  cost  will  be 
1200,000.  The  entire  building  will  be  of 
imposing  frontage  and  one  of  the  most 
attractive  in  the  city. 


The  fire  chief  at  Vallejo,  Cal.,was  tricked 
into  resigning,  to  save  "firing."  There  is 
a  new  council  and  the  chief's  political  views 
are  not  acceptable  to  the  powers  that  be. 
He  is  an  experienced  fire  chief.  The  new 
city  bosses  are  not  yet  able  to  unite  on  his 
successor  who  has  the  right  politics.  Yet 
Vallejo  is  asking  for  lower  insurance  rates. 

San  Francisco's  deposed  fire  board 
appealed  today  to  the  supreme  court  from 
the  ruling  of  the  superior  court. 


Wanted:  Position  with  a  fire  or  casualty 
insurance  company  or  with  a  general  insur- 
ance office.  Understand  all  the  under- 
w^riting  departments  theroughly.  Many 
years'  experience.  Can  give  the  best  of 
references.  No  objection  to  road  work  or 
position  out  of  the  city.  Address  replies  to 
Box  21,  care  The  Coast  Review,  122  Halleck 
St.,  San  Francisco. 


The  Equitable  Life  is  controlled  by  one 
man,  who  owns  52  percent  of  the  capital 
stock.     What  will  he  do  with  it? 

The  Clyde  Marine  has  been  registered  at 
Edinburg. 

Junior  member  of  Frank  &  DuBois  (C.  D. 
DuB.)  is  dead. 


Twelve  Fire  Houses  in  Los    Angeles    Are 
To  Be  Closed 

Los  Angeles,  Aug.  3. — Instead  of  five,  it 
is  now  proposed  to  close  12  fire  houses  in 
this  city  because  of  the  new  2- platoon 
system.  The  number  of  men  in  the  "extra 
hazard"  houses  are  to  be  closed.  This 
cuts  the  1407,000  extra  pay-roll  by  $234,000. 


Exposition  Fires 

Fire  broke  out  in  a  corner  of  the  Food 
Palace  building,  seemingly  from  the  outside 
beneath  the  flooring.  The  sprinklers 
opened,  some 50  feet  above,  and  extinguished 
the  fire.  It  is  believed  the  fire  was  caused 
by  a  cigar  or  cigarette. 

A  box  in  the  linotype  display  in  Ma- 
chinery Hall  burst  into  flames  early  in  the 
morning.  A  guai'd  extinguished  the  flre. 
Examination  showed  a  lot  of  oil-soaked  rags 
which  had  ignited  spontaneously. 


Susanville,  Cal.,  Aug.  5. — Fire  started  in 
a  warehouse  and  burned  the  Emerson 
hotel,  M.  E.  church  and  contents.  Loss 
$90,000;  fully  insured. 


President  Herrick,  Vice  President  Howe 
and  Secretary  Dewey  of  the  Niagara  Fire, 
long  in  the  bus^iness,  will  retire  from  the 
insurance  game  within  a  few  months.  C. 
H.  Coffin,  vice  president  of  the  German 
American  is  slated  for  the  presidency  of  the 
Niagara  Fire  soon. 

Klinger  of  the  automobile  department  is 
no  longer  with  the  Fireman's  Fund. 

Fire  in  Constantinople  last  week  destroyed 
3,000  buildings. 

Marine  Loss.  —  The  Hawaiian  freight 
steamer  Georgian  went  on  Duxbury  reef 
early  Aug.  2  in  a  dense  fog.  Pulled  off  by 
tugs,  the  vessel  steamed  into  San  Francisco 
in  the  evening,  somewhat  worse  for  the 
experience. 

Stockholders  of  the  defunct  Delaware  will 
recover  the  par  value  for  their  stock.  They 
reinsured  just  in  time. 
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Additional  Utah  Fire  Figures 

Name  of  Co.  Prems.  Losses  Inc. 

Austin      $  4,6H0  $    2,529 

Commonwealth  ....        4,690  2,529 

Continental 24,887  4,750 

County 5,429  2,265 

Dubuque 10,045  3,043 

German,  111 10,089  2,817 

Glens  Falls 10,769  4,575 

Guardian 10,084  5,557 

International 475  945 

Miller's  National   .    .    .  19,428  8,158 

New  Brunswick  ....        2,790  797 

Northern,  N.  Y.    .    .    .           973  1,148 

North  River 15,160  5,483 

United  States 8,303  3,892 

Williamsburg  City    .    .  13,958  7,011 

Balkan  National    .    .    .        6,580  3.391 

Fire  Re-Assurance    .    .        4,356  4,751 

Francona  Re-insurance          675  422 

Hamburg 14,482  5,082 

International  Re-assur.  4,890  552 

Jakor 10,131  .     4,533 

Rossia 13,885  11,608 

South  German        .    .    .        3,201  41 

Yorkshire 1,664  288 

Total  net  fire  premiums  in  Utah,  $929,867 ; 
total  losses  incurred,  |451,353. 

Loss  ratio,  48.5  percent. 


To  Managers 

It  will  pay  your  companies  to  present 
each  of  your  specials  with  a  copy  of  Wm. 
Sexton's  "Fire  Insurance." 


The  Millers  National  of  Chicago,  a  solvent 
company,  applied  for  a  California  license 
over  a  year  ago;  the  application  was  o.k.d 
by  Commissioner  Cooper,  bond  was  given, 
and  all  fees  paid.  License  was  to  be  granted 
on  signature  which  had  been  inadvertently 
omitted,  But  the  new  commissioner  stalked 
in  and  frowned  and  foozled.  The  license 
has  been  withheld  ever  since — and  the  fees 
also.  The  commissioner  is  being  sued. 
Trial  postponed  at  commissioner's  request 
until  last  of  August.  Clear  case.  Commis- 
sioner is  wrong  as  usual.  He  needs  a 
lawyer. 


General  Agent  Hewitt  met  Vice  President 
Palache  at  Los  Angeles.  The  field  men  con- 
ference in  San  Francisco  was  a  great  success. 

The  Mutual  Life's  100,000  Club  meeting 
in  San  Francisco  is  a  great  success,  in 
numbers  and  enthusiasm.  Congressman 
Hathaway  is  in  his  true  element  these  days. 


Col.  Macdonald  of  the  Hamburg-Bremen 
is  ill  at  home.  His  son-in-law  has  just 
passed  away. 

Portola,  Plumas  co.,  Cal.,  Aug.  13. — Fire 
destroyed  lumber  of  two  companies,  with 
loss  of  $300,000.  Supposed  incendiary 
origin.  The  yards  had  no  fire  protection. 
23,000,000  feet  of  lumber  lost. 

Los  Angeles. — Surveyors  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, working  for  the  Board  of  Fire  Under- 
writers, are  re-surveying  this  city.  Rates 
are  to  be  raised. 

Bank  clearings  for  July  1915  and  July 
1914  are  about  the  same.  Building  permits 
have  fallen  off  about  one-half. 

President  Hewes  of  the  Standard  Fire  is 
visiting  this  Coast. 

San  Francisco. — The  fourth  floor  430  Cali- 
fornia St.,  occupied  by  the  Hartford  Fire,  is 
offered  for  lease. 

C.  C.  Wright  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  field  repre- 
sentative for  the  Firemans  Fund,  is  visiting 
San  Francisco  and  is  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Wright. 

Charlie  Stovel  is  an  applicant  for  the 
position  of  Vulcan  manager. 

A  boy  wants  employment  in  an  insurance 
office.  Has  had  experience  as  a  filing  clerk, 
stenographer  and  typist.  Address  Box  31, 
care  Coast  Review. 

The  Woolworth  5  and  10  cent  store  on 
Fillmore  street,  near  Ellis,  San  Francisco, 
caught  tire  .some  time  ago  in  the  very  early 
morning.  The  fire  was  timely  and  the 
destruction  complete.  This  store  was  never 
re-opened,  there  or  elsewhere.  Apparently 
the  place  did  not  pay  well  enough  to  war- 
rant re-opening.  The  insurance  of  the 
Woolworth  chain  of  stores  is  placed  with 
Johnson  &  Higgins,  we  hear. 

There  is  some  evidence  that  the  lawless, 
vengeful  I.  W.  W.'s,  the  anarchists  of  the 
working  world,  have  conspired  to  burn 
canneries  in  California.  The  federal  govern- 
ment is  investigating. 
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We  Serve  and  Conserve 


LOOKING    BACKWARD 


What's  In  a  Name?— The  Salamander 

When,  at  the  banquet  iiivcn  in  San  Fran- 
cisco last  February,  at  the  close  of  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  insurance  men,  Moses 
Guggenheim,  the  United  States  manager  of 
the  "Semitic  Lloyds  of  Manchester  and  Glas- 
gow," told  the  following  story.  It  may 
have  been  owing  to  the  easy  flow  of  the 
Pommery,  or  his  clever  delivery,  that  it 
went  so  well. 

This  happened  at  Kansas  City  some  fif- 
teen years  ago.  x\n  editorial  in  the  Times- 
Tribune  did  the  business.  It  called  atten- 
tion to  the  enormous  premium  receipts  of 
the  city  and  state ;  to  the  loss  ratio  and  the 
fact  that  foreign  capital  monopolized  the 
insurance  business  of  Missouri,  and  de- 
manded that  our  home  capitalists  should 
arouse  from  their  lethargy,  loose  their 
purse  strings  and  organize  a  local  fire  in- 
surance company.  Tlie  article  ended  with 
the  glowing  period:  "Let  the  watchword 
be,  Missouri  for  Missourians  and  down  with 
the  plutocrats  of  London,  New  York  and 
Hartford!'' 

At  that  time  I  was  a  clerk  in  the  com- 
mission house  of  N.  K.  Hutchinson,  who 
had  made  a  fortune  in  the  congenial  busi- 
ness of  buying  and  selling  dressed  hogs, 
and  had  become  that  object  lesson,  "the 
big  man  of  a  little  town."  The  newspaper 
appeal  aroused  his  ambition  and  he  organ- 
ized the  company,  subscribed  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
present  at  the  final  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders before  beginning  business. 

"Now  gentlemen,"  said  Hutchinson,  "we 
all  want  a  good  name  for  the  company  and 
it  will  go  from  the  start.  What  will  you 
suggest?' ' 

"The  'Missouri  Mutual,'  'Kansas  City,' 
'Southern,'  'Home,'  'Standard,'  and  'Re- 
public," were  rapidly  proposed. 

"These  won't  do,"  shouted  HuA^hinson, 
"we  want  something  more  striking.  I  have 
three  names  that  are  new.  The  wonder  is 
that  no  one  thought  of  them  before.  They 
are,  first,  Regina  Occidentis." 

"What's  that  mean?"  asked  several. 


"Queenof  the  West,"  replied  Hutchinson, 
"that's  what  Regina  Occidentis  is.  A  noble 
name  gentlemen,"  and  he  rolled  it  like  a 
juicy  morsel  under  his  tongue.  The  silence 
was  oppressive.     Unabashed,  he  continued: 

"The  next  is  an  inspiration  —  The 
Asbestos;  simple,  yet  suggestive.  And  now 
for  the  last  and  best.  This  is  my  choice, 
gentlemen — The  Salamander." 

The  stockholders  looked  at  one  another 
gloomily,  but  no  one  dared  protest. 

"I  see  you  agree  with  me,"  he  said. 
"The  Salamander  then  be  it.  We  all  know 
what  a  salamander  is." 

"I  don't  exactly,"  said  one  of  the  bolder 
spirits.     ' '  What  is  it — some  kind  of  a  safe?' ' 

"A  salamander,"  answered  Hutchinson, 
hesitating  in  a  way  that  showed  a  lack  of 
exact  knowledge  about  that  species  of 
bactrachians,  "is — er — a  kind  of  ah  animal 
that  can't  be  burned.  I  never  saw  one, 
but  the  books  say  that  you  may  put  it  in 
the  hottest  kind  of  a  fire,  and  that  it  will 
come  out  a  little  warm,  perhaps,  but  not 
even  singed.  And  then  see  how  we  can 
work  it  in  as  our  trade-mark.  Instead  of 
having  a  lion  and  a  unicorn  fighting  over 
three  feathers,  or  the  tatooed  head  of  a 
Maori  chieftain,  or  a  stag  standing  in  a 
stream,  calmy  gazing  at  nothing,  we  will 
have  the  innocuous  and  invulnerable  sala- 
mander on  glass  and  gilt  signs  for  the 
larger  agencies;  striped  in  blue  and  red  on 
the  tin  signs  for  small  agencies,  and  on 
Christmas  we  will  send  a  nickel  salamander 
paper-weight,  enclosed  in  a  neat  box,  to 
every  agent.  It  will  become  a  household 
word,  and  that's  the  kind  of  a  company  we 
want." 

The  meeting  then  adjourned.  But  I  was 
uneasy.  I  had  invested  my  small  savings 
in  the  stock,  and  know  that  the  proposed 
name,  if  retained,  would  kill  the  company. 
That  night  I  called  on  Mr.  Hutchinson. 

"Well,  young  man,"  he  asked,  "what  do 
you  want?" 

"Mr.  Hutciiinson,"  I  answered  boldly, 
but  with    weak    knees,    "I   looked    up   the 
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definition  of  salamander,  and,  sir,  what  do 
you  think  Webster  says?" 

"Well,  what?" 

"If  yon  please,  sir,  he  says  that  a  sala- 
mander is  a  cross  between  a  toad  and  a 
lizard ;  and  that  the  vulgar  story  that  the 
salamander  is  able  to  endure  fire  is  a 
mistake." 

He  glowered  at  me,  changed  color,  and 
finally  said: 

"Well,  well.  I'll  see  about  it  in  the 
morning." 

Next  day  the  name  was  changed  to  The 
Standard  and  the  company  prospered  for 
several  years.  The  Standard  ought  to  be  liv- 
ing today,  but  they  got  ambitious,  cut  rates, 
and  went  into  the  farm  business  and  just 
naturally  died. — Edward  Niles,  in  the  Coast 
Review  Twenty  Years  Ago. 

At  this  late  day,  we  add,  there  is  a 
Salamander,  a  foreign  reinsurance  company. 
Unfused  material  in  the  hearth  of  a  blast 
furnace  is  salamander,  called  also  bear. 

Twenty  Years  Ago 

The  Northwest  Insurance  Association  of 
the  agents  of  Washington,  Oregon  and 
Idaho  completed  its  organization.  Alfred 
Stillman  was  appointed  chief  surveyor,  with 
H.  E.  Parkhurst  as  first  assistant. 

The  Lancashire  entered  California  with 
Mann  &  Wilson  as  managers. 

As  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  rate 
cutting  on  this  Coast,  we  quote  this  from 
the  Coast  Review:  "Fogg  &  Hills,  Chico, 
Cal.,  got  the  county  business  at  a  rebate  of 
82  percent  from  tariff  rate." 

There  was  a  $500,000  fire  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. This  loss  was  telegraphed  East  as 
13,000,000.  The  insurance  press  cut  this 
down  to  12,000,000. 

The  Gridley,  Cal.,  fire  chief  reported: 
"Our  engine  ran  one  hour  and  forty-five 
minutes  without  stopping.  We  saved  part 
of  the  adjoining  building.  The  owners 
settled  for  $650  and  think  they  made  about 
$250  over  the  actual  damage."  No  reproof, 
nobody  to  blame. 

San  Francisco  had  a  part-pay  fire  depart- 
ment. 


Not  H.  S.  Cochran  &  Co.,  but  H.  S. 
Crocker  &  Co.,  mentioned  in  the  June 
Coast  Review  as  having  placed  $200,000  with 
New  York  fire  Lloyds. 

The  Sun  of  San  Francisco  reinsured. 

The  Royal  celebrated  its  jubilee  year.  It 
issued  its  first  policy  on  June  14,  1845. 
Six  years  later  it  opened  branches  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Cincinnati. 

The  LTtah  local  agents  orgaiiized  a  terri- 
torial board. 

E.  W.  Carpenter  published  his  valedictory 
in  the  Coast  Review. 

Geo.  F.  Bissell,  western  manager  of  the 
Hartford  of  Chicago,  died  in  his  68th  year. 

Harry  Mendell,  up  the  Valley  south, 
drove  so  hard  after  a  good  risk  that  he 
killed  two  horses — and  paid  for  them,   too. 

The  P.  I.  U.  was  sued  for  notice  to 
Tacoma  agents  that  0.  J.  H.  Swift's  policy 
was  canceled  for  non-payment  of  premiums. 
The  court  decided  for  the  P.  I.  IT. 

The  Coast  Review  published  the  cancella- 
tion decision  of  the  Iowa  Supreme  Court  in 
the  case  of  Colby  v.  Cedar  Rapids  Insurance 
Company.  The  ruling  was  that  the  insured 
must  request  to  cancel,  on  assigning  his 
claim  for  unearned  premium. 

The  National  Association  of  Life  Under- 
writers met  in  Philadelphia. 

Nineteen  American  Lloyds  had  recently 
failed.  The  list  is  printed  in  the  Coast 
Review  of  twenty  years  ago. 

The  United  States  insurance  fire  loss  in 
1893,  the  panic  year,  was  $86,573,000,  or  65 
percent  of  the  $133, .304, 000  premiums.  In 
1894  the  premiums  were  $131,737,000,  with 
a  loss  ratio  of  58  percent. 

An  Oakland  doctor  declined  to  accept 
notice  of  cancellation  and  a  tender  of  the 
unearned  premium.  He  beat  the  agent 
over  the  head  with  his  cane.  A  constable 
then  served  the  cancellation  notice  by 
touching  the  doctor  on  the  shoulder  with 
the  paper.  The  insured  and  his  gentle- 
manly companions  beat  the  constable 
severely  and  kicked  him  and  his  cancellation 
notice  out  of  doors.  And  yet  all  this  time 
the  policy  was  actually  canceled  by  the  first 
notice  of  tender  of  premium. 
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4,000  Oregon  Mutual   Fire    Policyholders 
Are  Sued 

The  Horti/^ultnral  Fire  Relief  Association 
of  Oregon  and  its  two  associate  mutuals 
failed  recently  and  were  placed  in  a  receiver- 
ship. The  members  of  these  mutuals,  some 
4,000,  are  now  being  sued  under  assess- 
ments levied  on  them  to  pay  for  fire  losses 
incurred  previously  to  the  failure.  The 
sued  members  repudiate  their  obligations 
and  have  associated  themselves  and  em- 
ployed lawyers  to  resist  the  suits  brought 
by  the  receiver. 

Such  is  the  frail  nature  of  the  security  of 
the  fire  mutual  policy.  As  long  as  fire 
losses  are  none  or  nominal  the  mutual' s 
policy  or  certificate  seems  like  insurance 
and  is  charmingly  cheap.  But  when  normal 
or  excessive  fire  losses  are  incurred  the 
mutual' s  policy  or  certificate  proves  to  be 
nothing  but  "a  scrap  of  paper." 


Merchant's  Opinion 

From  Merchants  Journal,  Topeka 
The  subject  of  mutual  fire  insurance  is 
being  very  aggressively  presented  to  Kansas 
merceants  just  at  this  time  by  a  force  of 
well-paid  traveling  solicitors.  The  proposi- 
tion from  the  salesman's  standpoint  is 
undoubtedly  most  plausibly  presented. 
That  is  salesmanship!  But  The  Merchants 
Journal  asks:  Is  untried  or  cheap  insur- 
ance just  what  the  merchant  really  wants, 
upon  second  thought?  When  a  merchant 
stops  to  think  what  fire  insurance  is,  he  will 
realize  that  the  very  essence  of  it  is  absolute 
protection  to  his  estate  and  credit.  While 
he  may  occasionally  buy  a  bargain  in  mer- 
chandise, we  are  of  the  firm  opinion  that 
the  buying  of  bargaiu  fire  insurance  is  a 
poor  business  policy.  If  there  is  one  thing 
that  a  retailer  ought  to  insist  upon  being  of 
the  highest  quality,  it  is  the  insurance  he 
purchases.  Epidemics  of  mutual  companies 
occur  almost  every  so  often.  In  most  casss 
they  are  principally  ofiicered  by  men  of 
standing  but  who  know  absolutely  nothing 
about  the  science  of  fire  insurance  —  its 
attendant  hazards,  its  cycles  of    bad   years, 


expense  ratios,  etc.  These  men  lend  their 
good  names  and  reputation  in  the  business 
world  without  pledging  any  of  their  personal 
or  real  property  to  the  stability  of  the  con- 
cerns. 


Insurance  Superintendent's  Opinion 

George  T.  Anthony,  who  was  probably 
the  most  able  superintendent  of  insurance 
Kansas  has  ever  had,  expressed  the  follow- 
ing opinion  on  the  subject  of  mushroom 
mutual  insurance  companies: 

"They  serve  to  give  short-lived  distinc- 
tion and  plethoric  incomes  to  managers,  at 
the  cost  of  permanent  loss  and  painful  dis- 
tress to  those  who  confide  in  them. 

"If  the  law  has  any  riglitful  prerogative 
in  this  connection,  it  should  assert  itself  in 
making  it  impossil>le  for  the  people  to  or- 
ganize, or  be  tempted  to  patronize,  uncapi- 
talized,  ephemeral  insurance  companies, 
gotten  up  by  men  without  financial  or  busi- 
ness standing,  and  without  a  single  element, 
in  method  or  management,  as  a  guarantee 
of  perpetuity  or  safety. 

"As  a  sentiment,  the  theory  of  coopera- 
tion and  mutuality  is  attractive  and  charm- 
ing. As  a  basis  of  business  in  the  field  of 
insurance  all  experience  has  proved  it  to  be 
a  deception  and  a  snare — a  scheme  of  the 
cunning  to  feed  upon  the  substance  of  the 
simple  and  confiding.  The  pretended  pride 
of  state,  which  fosters  or  permits  them  to 
exist,  has  always,  and  ever  will,  bear  the 
bitter  fruits  of  discredit  and  dishonor  to  the 
commonwealth." 


The  Manufacturers,  Merchants  and  Me- 
chanics Fire  of  Memphis  is  in  the  hands  of 
a  receiver.  It  lived  seven  years  and  died 
with  $387  cash  assets  and  $20,000  fire  loss 
debts. 


Mutuals. — ^Members  of  the  three  burst 
Oregon  fire  mutuals  have  organized  to 
resist  payment  of  the  losses  incurred  by 
their  more  unfortunate  fellow  members. 


Mutuals  fail  because  their  rates  are   not 
based  on  a  wide  and  long  experience. 


Prints    Mo^  Coa^  Statistics  375 

ONE    THING    AND    ANOTHER 


Take  the  brag   out   of  conversation   and 

there  is  not  much  left. 

*         »         « 

The  only  sure  way  to  be  not  run  over   by 
an  automobile — buy  an  automobile. 
»         »         * 

I  have  it  straight  from  a  man  who  got  it 
from  a  man  who,  in  a  restaurant,  over- 
heard a  diner  say  to  another  diner  that  a 
friend  of  his  was  confidentially  told  by  a 
retired  United  States  Army  officer  that  it 
is  known  that  two  warring  European  nations 
have  jointly  agreed  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  at  the  close  of  the  war  and  recoup 
some  of  their  enormous  financial  losses  by  an- 
nexing and  exploiting  Mexico.  They  will  di- 
vide Mexico  between  them  and  take  posses- 
sion and  operate  as  government-owned  all 
the  gold  and  silver  mines  and  oil  wells  and 
levy  special  taxes.  Whereby  the  exploiting 
nations  believe  they  can  escape  bankruptcy 
at  home,  and  only  whereby.  They  say 
Uncle  Sam  must  swallow  this  bitter  pill  be- 
cause he  has  no  army  and  his  navy  is  ob- 
solete, its  biggest  guns  shooting  five  miles 
short.  The  retired  army  officer  discreetly 
withheld    the  names    of  the    two    nations. 

Otherwise  I'd  print  'em. 

«         #         * 

President  Willet  of  the  L.  U.  A.  said:    "It 

gives  ME  i^leasure  to  introduce  YOU." 
»         *         * 

Garner  Curran  of  the  Congress  delivered 
the  address  of  welcome  to  the  delegates  of 
the  Central  Life,  and  nobody  said  "Where 
did  you  get  that  hat?"  He  said  the  Expo- 
sition is  the  first  to  recognize  insurance  and 
properly  classify  it  as  of  "education  and 
social  economy."  There  are  over  300  indi- 
vidual insurance  exhibits,  not  including 
the  city  of  San  Francisco  itself,  which  was 
largely  rebuilt  with  insurance  money.  These 
facts  have  made  a  marked  change  in  the 
attitude  of  the  daily  press  and  the  public 
toward  insurance.  The  fieldman  will  here- 
after be  recognized  as  one  of  the  important 

factors  in  national  conservation  work. 
»         *         * 

Nobody  who  rides  in  an  automobile  should 
go  without  life  insurance  for  a  single  day. 


He  lives  long  who  lives  well. 

*  *         * 

At  Felix's,  beneath  the  cloudless,  mist- 
less  rainbow  circling  over  Niagara,  and  not 
far  from  the  full  moon  setting  in  the  western 
evening  sky,  two  bashful  youths  and  two 
modest  maids  sat  at  table,  in  solemn  silence, 
surrounded  by  a  bunch  of  "glooms."  Then 
Paul  Kingston  went  over  and  joined  the 
party.  Instantly  a  band  of  "joys"  came 
and  vanquished  the  bunch  of  "glooms," 
and  the  air  was  vocal  with  flowery  laughter. 
For  Paul  had  told  one  of  his  clioicest  and 

latest  stories — and  then  some. 

*  *         « 

California  now  has  142,610  registered 
automobiles.  A  man  at  my  elbow  says: 
"That's  why  times  are    so    hard  and    fires 

so  numerous." 

*  *         « 

Only  one  insurance  man  in  San  Francisco 
owns  a  Ford.  He  rides  only  in  the  country, 
and  leaves  the  city  via  back  streets.    So  I'm 

told.     Can  you  blame  him? 

*  «         « 

Thomas  Fortune  Ryan,  the  benevolent 
millionaire  who  paid  the  Hydes  $2,000,000 
for  $51,000  controlling  shares  of  the  Equit- 
able Life  "to  save  the  company,"  is  in 
town.  He  doesn't  mention  what  he  later 
got  for  his  investment,  nor  what  Millionaire 
Du  Pont  paid  the  buyer  for  it.  Well,  it  is 
worth  a  goodly  sum  to  control  the  invest- 
ment of  half  a  billion  of  other  people's 
money. 

*  «         * 

The  Argus  Comparative  Chart  for  the 
Eastern  and  Southeastern  states  and  Canada 
gives  to  the  nine  Southeastern  states  and  D. 
C.  a  total  of  $28,441,904  premiums  and  68 
percent  losses.  The  ten  Eastern  states  had 
$93,810,766  premiums  with  65  percent  loss- 
es.    All  for  1914.   Publisher,  Herald- Argus 

Company,  Atlanta,  Ga.     Price  one  dollar. 

*  »         * 

The  average  life  insurance  per  capita  in 
the  United  States — not  counting  industrial — 
is  $150.  Per  adult  male  the  average  is 
probably  $750.  There  are  millions  of  unin- 
sured men. 
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Pacific  Mutual    Life    Examination  —  Very 
Favorable  Report 

Since  :\ray  tliree  states'  insurance  depart- 
ments have  been  making  a  joint  examina- 
tion of  tlie  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company— those  of  California,  Oklalioma 
and  Virginia.  This  examination  is  nearly 
completed,  and  the  examiners,  in  view  of 
the  company's  agency  convention  in  San 
Francisco,  voluntarily  sent  to  the  president 
a  brief  outline  of  the  favorable  report  they 
will  soon  make.     We  quote  as  follows : 

"We  feel  warranted  in  saying  to  you  that 
the  final  report  will  show  an  increase  in 
surplus  over  that  claimed  in  your  annual 
statement  December  31st,  1914,  and  that 
the  books  of  account  have  been  carefully 
checked,  found  in  excellent  shape  and 
properly  reflect  the  transactions  of  your 
company. 

"A  very  careful  investigation  was  made 
of  the  separation  of  the  Participating  and 
Non-Participating  business,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  apportionment  of  gains, 
losses  and  expense  between  the  two  depart- 
ments, and  we  find  that  the  same  has  been 
fairly  and  equitably  made. 

"We  find  that  the  holders  of  participating 
policies  have  received  a  fair  and  equitable 
apportionment  of  the  surplus  accumulated 
by  them." 

American  Life  Insurance  Gains 

Loading  gains  were  some  $16,000,000  last 
year,  or  $1,145,000  less  tlian  in  1913. 

Mortality  gains  were  $49,-500,000,  a  gain 
of  nearly  $3,575,000  over  preceding  year. 

Gain  from  surrendered  and  lapsed  policies, 
$16,546,757,  or  over  $3,000,000  more  than  in 
preceding  year  —  which  indicates  harder 
times  for  policyholders. 

The  gain  from  interest  and  rents  was 
$72,569,321.  a  gain  of  some  $4,4S6,000. 


that  1915  will  be  a  good  average  year  for  the 
company,  notwithstanding  general  business 
conditions. 


The  Pacific  Mutual  News  of  August  1  con- 
tains interesting  views  of  the  former  liome 
office  building  before  and  after  the  fire  and 
dynamiting.     President  Cochran  announces 


American  Life  Insurance  Losses 

There  was  a  loss  as  regards  annuities  last 
year. 

The  loss  from  investments  was  $2'^,316,- 
878,  or  $15,700,000  more  than  in  1913.  This 
loss  indicates  the  great  shrinkage  in  securi- 
ties. 

The  loss  from  dividends  to  policyholders, 
including  net  increase  or  decrease  in  divi- 
dend funds,  was  $102,210,031,  or  over 
$3,000,000  more  than  in  1913. 

Loss  from  miscellaneous  sources  was  $27,- 
815.842  or  about  $8,400,000  more  than  in 
1913. 

The  total  gain  in  1913  was  $14,600,000; 
while  1914  yielded  a  minus  of  $4,266,000. 


You  Are  Not  A  Pauper 

In  this  country  of  opportunities  you  should 
welcome  the  importunities  of  the  life  insur- 
ance man ;  for  only  the  pauper  can  not 
afiford  to  insure  on  any  plan. 


Biggest  guns  and  shells,  and  the  most  of 
them,  now  win  tl)e  battles  on  land  and  sea. 
Will-power  is  your  big  gun  and  your  body 
is  your  shell  filled  with  the  ammunition  of 
er.ergy.  Take  care  of  the  shell  body  and 
tiie  gun  will-power  will  take  care  of  itself— 
for  eighty  years. 


Beware  of  the  agent  or  the  company  that 
has  "a  special  policy  for  only  the  select 
few."  Such  a  proposition  is  a  ileception  on 
the  face  of  it.  Agents  and  companies  do 
not  confine  their  "special  policy"  to  the 
"select  few"  if  the  many  can  be  induced  to 
buy.  Xotwitlistanding  tiie  general  "clean 
up"  in  recent  years  the  public  is  still  being 
victimized  by  crooks  who  are  offering  various 
kiud.s  of  deceptive  propositions.  Again  we 
say,  beware  of  such. — Pacific  Mutual  Xews. 
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Indictments  in  an  Old  Case 

J.  K.  Tenant,  of  Los  Angeles,  organizer  of 
the  California  National  Life  Ins.  Co.,  and 
Harry  Z.  Adams,  of  Orange,  Cal.,  are  under 
arrest  and  out  on  bail  bonds,  because  of 
indictment  by  a  federal  grand  jury,  July  30. 
These  men,  including  one  other  in  Texas, 
are  charged  with  using  tlie  mails  to  defraud, 
in  connection  with  the  Western  Under- 
writing &  Mortgage  Co. 

Federal  officers  say  that  thousands  of 
shares  of  this  promotion  company  have 
been  sold  throughout  California,  with  a  loss 
of  about  $300,000  to  the  investors. 

Much  greater  losses  have  been  incurred  in 
the  sale  of  insurance  companies'  stock  in 
California  since  the  San  Francisco  fire,  and 
not  a  ijromoter  has  been  arrested  for  the 
fraudulent  use  of  the  mails. 

The  first  suit  was  a  civil  one  two  years 
ago  against  the  W.  U.  &  M.  Co.  and  direct- 
ors, but  it  has  not  come  to  trial  yet.  This 
suit  was  brought  by  L.  Y.  Ketcham  of 
Ensenada,  who  bought  1,000  shares. 
.  The  present  indictment  appears  to  be  an 
outgrowth  of  this  suit  and  its  charges. 
Life  and  Underwriting  Companies 

It  is  recited  that  December  24,  1910, 
Tenant  organized  the  California  National 
Life  Insurance  Company,  with  §5250,000 
capital  stock.  In  1911  the  Western  Under- 
writing Company,  an  Arizona  corporation, 
was  organized,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$500,000.  It  is  alleged  the  defendants  then 
issued  to  Tenant  100,000  shares  of  the 
the  lUnderwriting  company  stock  in  ex- 
change for  a  contract  between  Tenant  and 
the  California  National  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany for  services.  It  is  also  charged  that 
Tenant  contracted  for  the  exclusive  sale  of 
the  Underwriting  company  capital  stock. 

June  8,  1912,  it  is  charged,  the  defendants 
organized  the  Western  Underwriting  & 
Mortgage  Company,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$500,000;  June  15  they  transferred  the 
assets  of  the  Western  Underwriting  Com- 
pany to  the  Western  Underwriting  ct  Mort- 
gage Company,  and  issued  to  stockholders 
of  the  fo'-mer  company  stock  in  the  latter, 
■share  for  share. 

The  Union  Bank  &  Trust  Co.  of  Phnenix, 


Ar.,  is  alleged  to  have  had  dealings  with  the 
W.  U.  &  M.  Co.,  exchanging  472  shares  of 
stock  for  $100,000  of  assets. 


May  Be  Safer  Not  to  Mutualize  the 
Equitable 

It  may  not  be  wise  for  the  jjolicyholders 
of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  of 
New  York  to  "buy  ofi""  the  stockholders 
and  mutualize  the  company.  The  wisdom 
of  the  purchase  depends  on  the  price  paid 
for  the  $100,000  capital  stock. 

The  amount  which  the  stockholders  can 
legally  claim  is  unknown  but  if  it  cor- 
responds to  the  several  millions  paid  for  the 
majority  of  the  shares  ($51,000),  the  pur- 
chase of  all  the  shares  ($100,000  paying  7 
per  cent  interest)  might  leave  only  a  nomi- 
nal or  no  surplus.  Nearly  all  the  advertised 
"surplus"  is  a  liability  to  holders  of  "deferr- 
ed dividends"  policies  only.  It  is  made 
up  of  dividends  withheld,  invested,  and 
payable  to  survivors.  The  unassigned  funds 
or  surplus  amounts  to  $9,284,005,  which  is 
less  than  2  percent  of  the  assets. 

If  $8,000,000  should  be  demanded  for  the 
$100,000  capital  stock,  and  paid  to  the  stock- 
holders out  of  the  surplus,  there  would  re- 
main only  $1,284,005  surplus  to  cover  the 
contingent  of  loss  in  values  of  over  $534,- 
000,000  securities.  A  decline  of  one-third 
of  one  percent  in  the  market  value  of 
the  society's  assets  would  leave  it  impaired. 
Considerations  of  safety  therefore  forbid 
the  paying  to  the  stockholders  of  anything 
the  amount  per  share  paid  by  DuPont,  the 
present  chief  owner. 

Let  all  hope  (and  so  act)  that  there  shall  be 
no  life  insurance  scandal  because  of  the  pur- 
chase, at  an  extravagantly  high  price,  of 
the  control  of  the  Equitable' s  little  capital 
stock. 


The  Australian  Mutual  Provident  Society 
issued  23,228  ordinary  policies  last  year  for 
$39,600,000.  In  the  industrial  department 
25,580  policies  were  issued  for  §3,944,500. 
This  great  life  company  now  has  $168,685,000 
assets,   earning  nearly   5   percent   interest. 


Human  nature  never  changes. 
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Complimentary   Dinner  to   the   Delegates 
Pacific  Mutual  Agency  Convention 

MENU 

Riverside  Grape  Fruit,  Alice 

^lariposa  Olives,  Black  and  Green 

Santa  Clara  Almonds 

Green  Turtle,  San  Diego 

Monterey  Bay  Salmon  in  Zinfandel 

Salinas  Potatoes 

Fillet  Mignon,  Modoc,  Marrow  Sauce 

Punch:  Asti 

Stuffed  Petaluma  Cliicken 

Alameda  Peas 

Remain  Salad,  Los  Angeles 

Ice  Cream,  California 

Assorted  Cakes  Cafe  Xoir 

White  Rock 
This  was  a  brilliant  affair.  Some  250  peo- 
ple were  present — ladies  and  gentlemen. 
The  Pacific  ^Mutual  glee  club  sang  exactly  as 
if  they  enjoyed  singing,  and  they  were  ap- 
plauded for  encores.  A  humorist  rattled 
away  in  a  stunning  fashion.  He  was  in 
receipt,  he  said,  of  many  grateful  letters — 
even  from  life  insurance  men— thanking 
hira  for  his  great  vegetable  creation,  a  la 
Burbank,  of  square  peas  which  can  be  eaten 
with  a  knife. 

Many  speakers  were  heard.  Even  Jack 
Kilgarif  was  heard.  President  Cochran 
spoke  of  ■  his  European  trip  and  of  the 
forthcoming  favorable,  official  report  on 
the  Pacific  ^Mutual's  affairs.  Vice  President 
Johnson  praised  rebuilt  San  Francisco  and 
our  great  fair.  He  had  attended  all  the 
great  fairs  in  this  country  and  the  Panama- 
Pacific  fair,  he  asserted,  is  the  most  beauti- 
ful and  the  greatest. 

Other  speakers  were  the  former  president, 
H.  T.  Scott;  former  vice  president,  M.  R. 
Higgins;  former  secretary,  Sam  Marks; 
Vice  Pres.  Baker,  Secretary  Moore,  John 
Newton  Russell,  Jr.,  and  others.  What 
they  all  said  was  pertinent  and  brief,  and 
in  harmony  with  black  coffee,  cigars,  cigar- 
ettes and  good  digestion. 


in  favor  of  mutualizing  that  rich-man-owned 
company. 


Secretary  Redfield  is  of  the  Equitable  Life 
family,  and  of  socialistic  ideas  they  do  say, 
but  he  has  not  been  heard  to  say  anything 


Life  Conventions  Abandoned 

For  some  reasons — probably  because  not 
enough  agents  qualified — a  number  of  life 
companies  announce  that  their  proposed 
agency  conventions  in  San  Francisco  will 
not  be  held.  The  Columbian  National, 
Manhattan  Life  and  others  are  named. 
What!  Shall  we  not  meet  John  Roche  on 
the  Zone? 


Pacific    Mutual's    Successful   Agency 
Convention 

Last  week,  exactly  according  to  program, 
The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  held  its 
agency  convention  in  San  Francisco.  Every- 
body had  a  good  time,  was  glad  to  be  with 
the  company,  and  was  shown  the  great  fair. 
Then  everybody  was  whirled  down  to  the 
San  Diego  fair  and  then  back  to  the  home 
office,  where  the  convention  was  ended  in  a 
blaze  of  enthusiasm. 


The  American  Life  Convention 

The  tenth  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Del  INIonte  Sept.  29,  30  and  Oct.  L  Gov. 
Johnson,  who  vetoed  the  anti-rebate  bill, 
will  welcome  the  delegates.  Among  the 
speakers  announced  are  Francis  V.  Kees- 
ling,  former  candidate  for  governor,  vice 
president  of  the  West  Coast-San  Francisco 
Life  Ins.  Co. 


Life  insurance  always   appeals   strongest 
to  the  man  who  is  making  money. 


There  were  500  life  insurance  men  in  San 
Francisco  last  week.  There  was  a  Crook,  a 
Porter,  a  Wolf,  a  Taylor,  a  Bell,  a  Vail,  a 
Hunter,  a  Miller,  a  King,  a  Shoemaker,  a 
Mann,  a  Baker,  a  Burr,  a  Thorne,  a  Bush, 
a  Fisher,  a  Buck,  a  Carpenter,  a  Root,  a 
Bishop,  a  Ball,  but  not  a  Coffin. 


A  speaker  at  the  recent  national  meeting 
of  medical  men  in  the  Exposition  city  said 
that  the  Cnited  States  among  the  more 
populous  nations  has  the  lowest  death  rate 
per  1,000. 


The  N.  L.  r.  A.  took  to  the  Woods  early. 


We  Serve  and   Conserve 
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INSURANCE    OF   ALL   KINDS 


Mutual  Life  Clubs  Meet  in  San  Francisco 

The  $100,000  and  the  $200,000  Clubs  of 
the  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  are 
holding  their  meetings  in  the  Exposition 
City.  Vice  President  Dexter  presides.  The 
winning  delegates  are  being  given  a  good 
time  and  are  shown  the  city  from  tlie  top- 
decks  of  auto-busses.  A  Mutual  Life  Day 
at  tlie  fair  and  a  banquet  are  outstanding 
features  of  this  gi'eat  agency  meeting. 


Semi-Annual    Report     of  the    Fidelity   & 
Casualty 

In  despite  of  tlie  general  decline  in  securi- 
ties values  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Com- 
pany's semi-annual  statement  of  June  30 
shows  about  the  same  amount  of  assets  as 
on  January  1 — .$11,764,958.  The  net  sur- 
plus is  now  $2,63-5,390,  a  gain  of  about 
$100,000.  Since  organized  this  strong  and 
prosperous  company  has  paid  $50,512,472 
loss  claims. 

Some  twenty  and  more  classes  of  con- 
tracts are  written,  such  as  fidelity  and  surety 
bonds,  accident,  health  and  disability  poli- 
cies; burglary,  larceny  and  theft;  plate 
glass  damage  and  breakage;  liability;  em- 
ployers, public,  teams  (personal  injury  and 
property  damage  )  ;  automobile  (  personal 
injury,  property  damage  and  collision  ) 
physicians,  druggists  and  landlords,  ele- 
vator, workmen's  compensation;  steam- 
boiler  and  flywheel. 


Tlie  Argus  Comparative  Chart  for  the 
Western  Pacific  Coast  and  Southern  states, 
giving  the  fire  business  for  1914,  is  of  special 
interest  to  insurance  men  in  this  field.  The 
price  is  one  dollar  and  the  publisher  is  the 
Herald-Argus  Company,  Alanta,  Ga.  The 
Fire  Association's  total  Pacific  Coast  states 
premiums  are  given  as  §394,927  with 53  per- 
cent loss  ratio.  Tliese  figures  include  some 
territory  not  represented  by  Manager  Avery. 
The  German  or  Peoria  had  $39,667  prem- 
iums with  62  percent  losses.  The  Granite 
State  had  $9,508  premiums  with  71  percent 
losses.  The  Union  of  Paris  had  811,656 
premiums  and    138    percent    losses.       Tlie 


Phenix  of  Paris  had  $17,028  premiums  and 
75  percent  losses.  The  Peoples'  National 
had  $64,457  premiums  with  53  percent  loss- 
es. The  Pacific  States  had  $120,590  prem- 
iums with  74  percent  losses.  The  Rationale 
of  Paris  had  $15,185  premiums  with  105  per- 
cent loss  ratio.  The  Merchants  of  Denver 
had  $32,632  premiums  with  72  percent  loss- 
es. The  Dubuque  had  $80,708  premiums 
with  47  percent  loss  ratio.  The  Century 
had  $24,196  premiums  with  100  percent 
losses.  The  capital  had  $-56,325  premiums 
with  81  percent  losses. 


Death  of  Guy  Francis 

Managing  Underwriter  Francis  died  on 
August  2,  just  a  week  and  a  day  after  his 
commitment  to  Agnews  asylum  for  the 
insane.  His  friends  deemed  it  necessary  to 
make  this  commitment  because  of  the 
violence  of  the  patient  and  the  uncertainty 
of  his  survival.  Physicians  said  he  could 
not  recover  but  might  live  six  months  or  a 
year,  Franctis  had  Bright' s  disease  and  a 
rupture  of  a  blood  vessel  in  the  brain. 

Henry  Whitely,  a  broker  long  a  friend  of 
Francis,  was  appointed  executor  of  his 
will.  Mrs.  Maitland,  housekeeper  for 
Francis  for  many  years,  an  old  lady,  was 
made  sole  heir.  Mrs.  Francis,  separated 
from  Mr.  Francis  for  many  years,  renounced 
any  claim  to  the  property. 

The  funeral  was  held  in  San  Francisco, 
attended  by  friends  and  associates  of  the 
deceased.  The  remains  were  interred  at 
Cypress  Lawn,  by  the  side  of  the  remains  of 
the  mother,  who  died  the  same  way  as  the 
son. 


President  Jesse  R.  Clark  of  the  Union 
Central  of  Cincinnati  is  visiting"  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Geo.  T.  Wilson,  vice  president  of  the 
Equitable,  is  visiting  San  Francisco. 

The  Interstate  Life  of  Reno  has  been 
incorporated.  A  capital  of  $500,000  is 
promised.  This  is  $1  for  every  inhabitant 
in  Nevada. 
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In  Its  Forty-fourth  Year 


The  Geo.  H.  Tyson  General  Agency 

More  tlian  a  quarter-century  ago  George 
H.  Tyson  received  his  appointment  as 
general  agent  for  the  German  American 
Ins.  Co.  and  opened  an  office  in  the  Safe 
Deposit  building  on  California  street,  San 
Francisco.  From  the  very  start  he  made  an 
impression  in  the  field  of  Coast  fire  under- 
writing, and  the  German  American,  which 
had  previously  done  only  a  nominal  busi- 
ness in  this  field,  at  once  achieved  size  and 
influence  in  Coast  business. 

Today  the  Tyson  otfice  is  one  of  the 
leaders  in  volume  of  Ci)ast  premiums  and 
lowness  of  average  losses.  In  the  past  five 
years  the  average  annual  piemium  income 
has  been  11,399,300,  with  41  perceat  losses 
incurred.     This  is  an  all-round  good  record. 

The  companies  now  represented  by 
General  Agent  Tyson  are  the 

German  American  of  New  York, 

Phoenix  of  Hartford, 

German  Alliance  of  New  York, 

Equitable  F.  &  M.  of  Providence. 

These  companies  also  variously  write  as 
the  German  Alliance  Ins.  Association  and 
the  Phoenix  Underwriters  Agency,  Equit- 
able Insurance  Alliance. 

The  German  American  is  the  largest  com- 
pany in  the  office.  It  was  organized  in 
1872,  has  $21,490,624  assets,  $2,000,000 
capital,  $11,033,914  surplus  to  policyholders, 
$9,168,457  unearned  premium  reserve,  and 
a  premium  income  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$9,000,000. 

The  Phoenix  is  the  oldest  company, 
being  organized  in  1854.  It  has  $14,563,613 
assets,  $3,000,000  capital,  $7,273,407  surplus 
to  policyholders,  $5,487,449  reinsurance 
reserve,  and  $5,400,000  premium  income. 

The  German  Alliance  (1897)  has  $400,000 
capital,  $1,201,455  surplus  to  policyholders, 
$1,832,251  assets,  $497,409  reinsurance  re- 
serve and  $617,907  premium  income. 

The  Equitable  F.  &  M.  (1859)  has  $400,- 
000  capital,  $604,304  surplus  to  policy- 
holders, $888,576  assets,  $243,535  reinsur- 
ance reserve,  and  $335,801  premium  income. 

The  Equitable  Insurance  Alliance  has 
$15,452,189  assets  and  $8,877,711  surplus  to 
policyholders. 


The  Protector  Underwriters  has  $14,563,- 
613  assets  and  $7,273,407  surplus  to  policy- 
holders. 

The  German  Alliance  Insurance  Associ- 
ation has  $23,322,874  assets  and  $12,235,369 
surplus  to  policyholders. 


Threats  Against   Canneries    in    California 

For  some  months  past  the  so  -  called 
"members"  of  the  Industrial  Workers  of 
the  World — who  believe  in  sabotage  or  de- 
struction or  confiscation  of  employers' 
goods— have  been  carrying  on  a  boycott 
against  California  canneries  and  their 
products.  This  movement  is  widespread 
and  appears  to  have  been  begun  in  the 
expectation  of  intimidating  influential 
property-owners  and  gaining  support  for  a 
petition  for  the  pardon  of  two  I.  W.  W.'s 
convicted  of  murder  and  sentenced  to  a 
California  prison  for  life. 

As  a  rule  the  members  of  this  semi-organi- 
zation are  weak  men  with  criminal  tenden- 
cies who  are  ready  to  commit  arson.  A 
special  law  may  be  necessary  to  apply  to 
them.  The  peoi^le  of  San  Diego  very  wisely 
drove  the  I.  W.  W.  and  Emma  Goldman 
out  of  town,  with  a  warning  to  never  return. 

A  number  of  California  canneries  have 
recently  burned  under  suspicious  circum- 
stances, and  it  is  now  suspected  that  wan- 
dering I.  W.  W.  of  the  McNamara  bro- 
thers type  have  set  some  of  these  cannery 
fires. 

It  is  time  for  the  authorities  to  take  oficial 
cognizance  of  the  existence  and  unlawful 
objects  of  this  criminal  organization. 


The  Pacific  States  of  Portland  was  surely 
unlucky  last  year,  -with  74  percent  loss 
I'atioon  an  increasing  business.  Its  Oregon 
premiums  were  $91,967,  with  $60,719  losses, 
or(>6  percent.  The  Washington  premiums 
were  $24,230  with  $25,882  losses  or  107 
percent.  Its  Idaho  premiums  were  $4,399 
with  54  percent  losses. 


A  Manitoba  company,  the  Canadian- 
Phoenix,  weary  of  the  heaping  fire  losses, 
will  quit. 


Coa^  Review    Extra 
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Estimated  More  Than  81,000,000  Worth 
of  California  Property  Has  Been  De- 
stroyed by  the  I.  W.  W. 

Within  a  comparatively  short  period,  it  is 
believed,  about  $1,000,000  worth  of  prop- 
erty has  been  destroyed  by  incendiary  fires 
in  California,  and  it  is  alleged  that  these 
fires  were  caused  by  the  I.  W.  W.  Follow- 
ing the  conviction  of  some  of  their  members 
in  the  hop  fields  at  Wheatland,  Cal.,  for 
the  murder  of  a  deputy  sheriff,  constant 
tlireats  have  been  made  that  unless  these 
parties  were  pardoned,  many  large  plants 
would  be  destroyed  by  fire.  All  hop  kilns 
in  the  Sacramento  Valley  are  under  constant 
vigilance.  Some  have  already  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 

Amongst  some  of  the  plants  recently 
destroyed,  which  it  is  alleged  were  set  afire 
by  members  of  the  I.  W.  W.  are  a  large 
lumber  plant  at  Portola,  Cal.,  loss  15250,- 
000;  a  large  cannery  plant  at  San  Jose,  loss 
$250,000;  several  grain  warehouses  in  the 
Sacramento  Valley,  loss  $100,000;  a  lumber 
yard  at  Red  Bluff,  loss  150,000,  and  within 
the  last  few  days  a  large  winery  at  Vina, 
loss  $150,000. 

I.  W.  W.  are  the  initials  of  the  Interna- 
tional Workmen  of  the  World,  a  pseudo 
union  of  acknowledged  sabotoge  -  socialists 
and  anarchists.  They  are  men  of  narrow 
understanding  and  broad  hate,  and  gener- 
ally are  idlers,  unscrupulous,  incompetent 
and  incendiary  in  speech  and  deed. 

The  state  should  investigate,  prohibit  and 
punish. 

The  directors  of  the  Sequoyah  golf  club 
have  invited  the  officers  and  employees  of 
fire  insurance  companies  in  San  Francisco 
to  hold  a  tournament  on  their  course  begin- 
ning on  Saturday,  August  21st.  The  play- 
ers are  divided  into  flights  of  eight,  using 
their  present  match  play  handicaps.  Games 
will  be  played  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Sun- 
day morning  and  Sunday  afternoon,  but 
finals  may  be  played  at  convenience.  Tlie 
fire  men's  committee  in  charge  are  these 
first  rate  golfers:  Wm.  J.  Button,  Artiiur 
M.  Brown  and  B.  J.  Smith. 

Agna  Caliente  (  Springs  )  hotel  ( Cal.  ) 
burned  last  week. 


Rumsey  and  Woodworth  to  Speak  in 
October 

David  Rumsey  of  New  York,  vice  presi- 
dent and  counsel  of  the  Continental  Insur- 
ance Co.,  has  accepted  an  invitation  to 
address  the  National  Association  of  Tni=ur- 
ance  Agents  on  the  subject  of  Contingent 
Commissions.  Mr.  Rumsey  will  probably 
speak  on  the  second  day  of  the  convention, 
October  5.  He  has  recently  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  laws  and 
legislation  of  the  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters. 

President  G.  F.  Hildreth  announces  the 
appointment  of  the  following  delegates  to 
represent  the  National  Association  at  the 
World's  Insurance  Congress:  Ex-President 
C.  H.  Woodwerth,  Buffalo;  A.  H.  Robin- 
son, Louisville,  Ky.,  James  H.  Southgate, 
Durham,  N.  C,  and  Secretary  Henry  H. 
Putnam,  Boston.  As  previously  announced, 
Mr.  Woodworth  will  deliver  the  address  to 
the  Congress  on  the  subject  of  "The  Na- 
tional Association  of  Insurance  Agents." 


Guy  Francis  came  to  San  Francisco  over 
twenty  years  ago.  He  had  done  fieldwork 
in  the  East  and  Southwest.  Soon  after  com- 
ing here  he  went  to  work  for  the  Royal 
Exchange  and  Connecticut.  He  remained 
with  the  latter  company  until  a  few  months 
ago,  and  latterly  had  been  assistant  general 
agent,  under  General  Agent  Smith.  He 
then  accepted  the  position  of  managing 
underwriter  for  the  Vulcan,  and  sought  to 
make  it  largely  a  reinsurance  company. 
Francis  was  a  hard  working  field  man  and 
covered  a  great  deal  of  Coast  territory 
rapidly. 


R.  0.  Miles,  San  Francisco  manager  for 
the  Connecticut  Mutual,  an  able  producer, 
has  been  transferred  to  Detroit. 

Tacoma.— The  First  National  Life  of  this 
city  and  the  Union  Pacific  Life  of  Portland 
(Mark  T.  -Kady's  company)  will  soon  be 
merged,  possibly  under  a  new  name. 

It  is  said  that  C.  C.  Kinney  has  a  new 
company  now  in  San  Francisco.  Is  it  the 
Century? 
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— The  West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life 
now  is  a  thing  of  size  and  beauty,  a  con- 
solidation of  two  growing  and  solvent  plants, 
with  a  reduction  in  expenses  and  an  increase 
of  resources.  The  company  building  on  Pine 
street  is  now  decorated  with  the  new  name. 

— The  Metropolitan   Life's 

Pacific  Coast  head  office  building  is  now 
twice  the  former  size.  The  new  wings  are 
externally  complete,  and  in  a  few  more  days 
the  interior  work  will  be  finished,  doubtless 
in  time  for  the  coming  grand  agency  con- 
vention. 

— Special  Policies — 

The  London  &  Lancashire  Fire  Insuraiice 
Company  issues  special  policies  as  follows: 
dwelling  house,  specially  drawn;  growing 
grain  and  warehouse  grain;  rents,  use  and 
occupancy,  profit,  common  carriers;  auto- 
mobile floater;  earthquake,  tornado,  light- 
ning and  plate  glass. 

—Vicious  I.  W.  W. 

The  Immigration  and  Housing  Commission 
announced  that  a  nation-wide  plot  to  cripple 
California  industries,  believed  to  have  been 
laid  by  the  1.  W.  W.,  is  being  investigated. 
This  order  of  Iwontworkers  has  posted  on 
lampposts,  telegraph  poles,  trees  and  fences 
a  boycott  notice  against  certain  hopgrowers 
and  all  canneries  in  California —  "until  two 
(named)  penitentiary  prisoners  are  freed." 

— The   1915  Proceedings 

of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the 
Pacific  makes  a  book  of  some  2S0  pages. 
There  is  a  really  fine  portrait  of  the  retiring 
president,  R.  C.  Medcraft,  and  there  are 
also  portraits  of  the  five  members  who  died 
in  1914.  The  full  page  half-tone  of  the  ban- 
quet is  notably  good.  All  the  handsome 
men  were  placed  in  the  front  rows.  Fire 
Underwriters'  Day  proceedings  and  speeches 
are  also  included.  Of  the  original  2i)  charter 
members  (year  1875)  of  the  association  only 
seven  survive:  R.  G.  Brush,  Robt.  Dickson, 
Wm.  Macdonald,  R.  H.  Magill,  E.  E.  Pot- 
ter, Wm.  Sexton,  H.  W.  Snow.  While  this 
book  is  copyrighted,  anyone  is  at  liberty  to 
copy  any  of  the  contents  if  due  credit  is 
given  to  the  book. 


— Special  Agents 

and  others  will  find  a  revised  list  of  specials 
in  the  back  part  of  this  magazine.  If  their 
names  do  not  appear  in  our  Field  Men's 
Directory  it  is  the  fault  of  their  managers 
who  fail  to  furnish  us  with  a  list. 

— The  Queen 

has  been  examined  by  the  New  York  state 
insurance  department.  The  report  shows 
assets  of  $9,992,937,  reinsurance  reserve, 
114,611,970,  and  a  surplus  of  $3,714,446. 
Business  has  increased  but  market  values 
have  decreased. 

— San  Francisco's  New  City  Directory 
contains  about  214,000  names,  of  which  14 
percent  are  those  of  widows  and  of  women 
in  business  as  owners  or  employees.  At  the 
rate  of  2^  population  per  directory  name  the 
city's  population  is  535.000;  at  3  persons  per 
name,  the  population  is  642,000. 

— The  Industrial  Board 

in  Indiana  rules  that  agents  working  in 
Indiana  for  insurance  companies  of  other 
states,  which  have  duly  qualified  to  transact 
business  in  Indiana  and  have  established 
headquarters  in  this  state,  by  which  such 
agents  are  employed  and  from  which  they 
aie  controlled,  are  under  the  Indiana  com- 
pensation act. 

— Personals — 

Assistant  Manager  Medcraft  of  the  Com- 
mercial Union  and  Palatine  has  had  two 
honors  thrust  upon  him. 

Alfred  Stillman  is  lisnng  at  Pacific  Grove, 
Cal. 

Manager  Harry  Smith  has  returned  from 
supervising  a  new  house  on  his  ranch. 
Among  our  recent  visitors  are: 

Eugene  Arnett,  of  Oklahoma  City  and 
general  agent  of  the  Kansas  City  Life  and 
Arnett's  Annotations.  He  left  his  card, 
5x10,  a  picture  of  liis  model  home  built 
with  life  insurance  commission. 

E.  M.  Davis  of  the  Arizona  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

Robert  J.  Giles,  secretary  of  the  Occi- 
dental Life  Ins.  Co. 

These  gentlemen  are  live-wires  whom  it  is 
a  pleasure  to  meet. 
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— Salt  Lake  City 

new  rates  are  now  in  effect.  They  are  from 
10  to  20  percent  lower  than  "key"  and  are 
retroactive  for  60  days  past  writings. 

— Oregon  Fire  Ruling 

is  where  a  mortgagee  insures  the  hypothe- 
cated property  at  his  own  expense,  the  in- 
surer, paying  a  loss  by  fire  to  such  mortga- 
gee to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  is  subrogated 
to  the  mortgagee's  right  in  such  debt. — Mil- 
waukee Mechanics'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Ramsey,  149 
P.  542. 

— Coast  Fire  Losses 

this  year  are  ''keeping  up."  Loss  ratios 
run  as  high  as  80  per  cent.  In  Los  Angeles 
some  offices  report  all  that  city's  premium 
income  spent  for  losses  alone.  One  com- 
pany has  150  percent  loss  ratio  there.  Lum- 
ber, cannery  and  dwelling  losses  are  ab- 
normal. 

— Extraordinary  Marine  Losses 
were  experienced  in  this  country  by  the 
Switzerland  General  of  Zurich  in  January, 
February  and  March.  The  New  York  state 
insurance  department  made  an  examina- 
tion as  of  March  31.  The  losses  for  the 
three  months  were  $.355,782  on  a  premium 
income  of  $134,299,  a  loss  ratio  of  about  377 
percent.  The  home  office  sent  over  $206,- 
639  to  pay  losses.  The  United  States  branch 
now  has  $27,897  net  surplus  and  $200,000 
deposit  capital. 

— Idaho  Notice 

is  given  to  all  companies  and  agents — ex- 
cepting life — by  Ins,  Com.  Geo.  F.  Steele, 
that  the  resident  agents  law  makes  it  un- 
lawful to  write  or  place  business  in  Idaho 
except  thru  a  resident  agent  legally  commis- 
sioned and  licensed.  Premiums  must  be 
paid  to  the  authorized  resident  agents,  who 
are  entitled  to  the  full  commission  on  the 
same.  All  policies  must  be  executed  by 
resident  agents  as  the  issuing  agent.  Fire 
policies  must  be  issued  on  Idaho  series. 
Any  agent  who  signs  a  policy  as  resident 
agent  and  fails  to  collect  the  full  premium 
and  retain  his  full  commission  is  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor.  Any  company  paying  less 
than  a  full  commission  is  also  amenable  to 
the  law. 


— Unlucky  Moclips — 

The  summer  resort  Moclips,  a  town  on  the 
ocean  beach  north  of  Grays  Harbor,  visited 
August  18  by  a  fire  which  did  $40,000  dam- 
age, is  reported  to  have  been  destroyed  by 
another  fire  last  night.  Eight  stores  were 
burned. 

— Our  San  Francisco  Agency  Table 
in  this  issue  gives  totals  and  percentages 
not  hitherto  published.  There  are  five  year 
totals  and  ranks,  and  the  five-year  percent- 
age of  San  Francisco  to  Coast  premiums. 
In  five  years  the  total  Coast  premiums  are 
$158,324,577,  with  43.2  percent  losses  in- 
curred. In  five  years  the  total  San  Fran- 
cisco premiums  are  $21, 414,274.  This  is 
13.5  percent  of  the  Coast  premiums  for  the 
same  time. 

— Subscription  Bills 

are  being  sent  out  through  an  "adjustment' ' 
or  collection  agency.  Receivers  will  please 
not  take  offense.  These  bills  are  overdue, 
and  are  sent  to  past  and  present  subscribers 
who  have  neglected  those  sent  heretofore 
from  this  office.  The  collection  agency  of 
course  deals  with  bad  as  well  as  good  debt- 
ors, and  its  printed  forms  of  notice  should 
not  be  considered  as  of  personal  application. 
We  would  like  to  extend  the  long  credit  of 
former  years  but  Uncle  Sam's  impertinent 
postal  regulations  forbid.  Kindly  pay  up 
and  look  pleasant,  and  see  some  imjjrove- 
ment  in  the  dress  of  the  Coast  Review  and 
its  editors, 

— Once  More 

the  world  clock  of  the  Liverpool  &  London 
&  Globe  Ins.  Co.  "hangs"  on  the  outer  wall 
of  the  Pacific  department  building  in  San 
Francisco.  It  is  now  exposed  on  the  Leides- 
dor'ff  street  side.  The  center  of  the  face 
gives  Pacific  standard  time;  and  around  it 
are  smaller  dials  giving  the  time  at  the  same 
moment  in  other  large  cities  around  the 
globe — as  Chicago,  New  York,  London,  St. 
Petrograd,  Calcutta,  etc.  Valparaiso  and 
New  York  times  are  almost  the  same,  which 
indicates  that  the  Chilian  city  is  due  south. 
Welcome  to  the  good  old  face  that  was  a 
landmark  on  California  street  before  the 
great  fire  destroyed  it. 
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— Fresno,  Cal. 

Jacob  Clark,  an  old  time  successful  agent 
in  this  city,  has  again  embarked  in  the 
local  agency  business. 

— Out  on  the  Zone 

One  of  the  most  attractive  concessions  is  the 
Tehuantepec  Mexican  village.  On  entering 
the  turnstile  you  i5nd  yourself  in  the  market 
place  of  a  typical  Mexican  village,  sur- 
rounded by  small  shops,  at  which  busy 
workmen  are  weaving  serapes  and  blankets, 
making  handsome  drawn  work,  liammering 
out  silver  spurs  and  jewelry,  embossing 
leather,  manufacturing  decorative  pottery 
and  statues,  carving  canes,  grinding  onyx 
ornaments,  and  other  features  of  the  daily 
life  of  a  Mexican  village.  In  the  center 
there  is  a  small  theater  where  very  pleasing 
songs  and  dances  are  given.  The  general 
atmosphere  is  clean  and  wholesome  and 
everything  is  conducted  on  a  high-grade 
scale.  For  the  aesthete,  nothing  could  be 
more  alluring  than  this  bit  of  old  Mexico, 
literally  picked  up  from  the  remote  districts 
where  modern  ideas  have  not  yet  permeated 
and  set  down  on  the  Zone  of  the  Exposition. 
Within  their  thatched  huts  in  the  rear  of  the 
village,  in  a  tropical  garden  representing 
bits  of  scenery  around  Mexico  City,  dwell 
some  two-score  dusky  senoritas,  busy  with 
the  arts  and  crafts  of  their  home-land. 
Captain  Lewis  has  spared  neither  money 
nor  pains  to  make  the  Tehuantepec  village 
a  place  of  educational  interest  and  the 
crowds  that  visit  it  daily  testify  best  that  he 
has  been  successful  in  his  undertaking. 
— Building  Inspections — 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers Inspection  Bureau  shows  a  total  of 
23,142  buildings  inspected  in  eleven  Coasj 
cities.  Over  half  of  these  buildings  were  in 
San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles. 

— Stockton  Rates 

are  not  to  be  increased  as  rumored.  In 
October  last  year  rates  in  this  tliriving  Cali- 
fornia city  were  reduced  10  per  cent.  The 
Stockton  Record  fibbed  when  it  said  that 
the  fire  department  was  improved  and  the 
underwriters  did  not  reduce  rates  as  prom- 
ised. This  fibbing  is  too  characteristic  of 
the  press  and  other  politicians. 
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of  the  soft  impeachment  that  he  expects  to 
succeed  the  late  Guy  Francis  is  made  by  C. 
J.  Stovel. 
— Agency  Changes 

The  Franklin  agency  will  be  transferred  to 
the  HomQ  agents  on  October  1.  The  present 
agent,  C.  C.  Kinney,  has  received  the 
agency  of  another  company,  now  here.  The 
Union  of  Paris  has  been  placed  with  Watson 
&  Taylor. 

— Lectures  to  Associate  Members 
Vol.  1  of  'Lectures  Delivered  to  Associate 
Members  of  the  Fire  Underwriters  Associa- 
tion of  the  Pacific"  has  appeared,  and  is 
now  for  sale  by  the  Association.  It  is  a 
book  of  over  200  pages  and  is  a  worthy 
addition  to  any  fire  man's  library.  The 
contributors  are  ^lessrs.  DuVal,  Williams, 
Gibbons,  (  H.  A.  )  Thornton,  Osborn, 
Perkins,  Kellam,  Blanchard,  (Geo.  0.) 
Smith,  (A.  W.)  Thornton,  Coogan,  Robert- 
son, Hoadley,  Gunnison,  Driflield,  Sextoti, 
Watt,  Irving,  Codding.  All  the  Lectures 
are  of  practical  service. 
— Items 

Geo.  T.  Dexter,  second  vice  president  of 
the  Mutual  Life  of  NewYoiv  is  visiting  San 
Francisco. 

Whatcom  co.  (Wash.)  forest  fires  de- 
stroyed sawmill  town  Alki  and  dwellings 
near  Maple  Fails  and  .Alger.  Fire  ran  four 
miles  in  twenty  minutes  and  destroyed  crops 
and  small  timber.  Wahl,  eight  miles  north 
of  Bellingliam,  wiped  out.  One  county 
bridge  burned. 

Cottage  at  5527  California  street,  San 
Francisco,  owned  by  Manuel  Cranow, 
caught  fire  last  week.  Neighbors  ex- 
tinguished blaze.  Later  another  fire  broke 
out. 

William  J.  Dutton,  returning  from  an 
extended  trip  through  east-of-the-Missis- 
sippi  territory,  says  the  general  sentiment 
is  that  the  bottom  has  been  reached  in  tliis 
period  of  business  depression.  Premiums 
have  been  reduced  in  volume  but  in  the 
near  future  there  will  be  a  large  income. 

Rochester,  Nev.,  half  burned  down  last 
week.  This  is  a  silver  camp  tinineling  for 
gold.     Rebuilding  has  begun. 
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— Building   Operations 

in  the  twelve  leading  cities  of  California  dur- 
ing 1914  are  otEcially  reported  as  follows: 
San  Francisco,  $28,177,563;  Los  Angeles, 
$18,361,925;  Oakland,  $5,217,520;  San  Diego, 
$3,143,321;  Sacramento,  $2,329,978;  Pasa- 
dena, $2,133,781;  Fresno,  $1,122,505;  Stock- 
ton, $1,117,787;  Bakersfield,  $760,744;  San 
Jose,  $590,280;  Long  Beach,  $283,870;  Santa 
Rosa,  $175,456. 
— Wm.   Sexton's  Book 

entitled  "Fire  Insurance"  is  for  sale  by  the 
Coast  Review  at  122  Halleck  street.  The 
book  is  a  summary  of  Mr.  Sexton's  many 
years  of  underwriting  experience.  Prices 
are— iiexible  leather  $2.00,  flexible  imita- 
tion leather  $1.75,  flexible  cloth  $1.50. 
Please  add  5  cts.  if  check  is  on  country 
bank,  for  collection. 
— Publisher's  Nice  Notice — 
Uncle  Sam  is  hard-hearted.  He  thinks  he 
is  losing  money  that  he  needs,  by  second- 
class  mail.  But  he  isn't;  for  he  can  aft'ord 
to  haul  such  mail  (by  freight  cars,  as  he 
does)  at  a  loss  and  make  money  by  the  con- 
sequent increase  of  correspondence  with 
advertisers.  Uncle  Sam  is  a  fatherly  fellow 
albeit  impertinent;  the  ordinary  man  can 
trust  his  gtjod  customers  as  long  as  he 
pleases  but  the  publisher  must  collect  sub- 
scription bills  or  be  denied  second-class 
mail  privileges:  and  this  explains  why 
many  a  good  old  Coast  Review  subscriber 
does  not  now  get  or  will  soon  not  get  his 
"book."  For  which  and  why  we  invite 
you  to  pay  in  advance  and  be  rewartled  on 
earth  too,  for  your  subscription  will  be 
extended  somewhat.     Try  it. 


Acknowledged 

Best's  Insurance  Reports  (  casualty  and 
miscellaneous)  upon  American  and  foreign 
joint -stock  companies,  American  mutual 
couipanies,  inter  -  insurance  organizations, 
state  funds  and  assessnaent  associations. 


Surely,  few  women  carry  any  life  insur- 
ance. Read  tiie  list  of  death  claims  paid, 
as  published  by  companies  not  afraid;  and 
you  find  virtually  no  names  of  women.  Yet 
every  woman  should  carry  a  monthly  income 
option  endowment  policy. 


The  Home  of  New  York 

This  company  is  the  largest  fire  company 
in  the  AVestern  Hemisphere  in  total  of 
assets  and  in  surplus  to  policyholders.  That 
it  is  conflagration  proof  is  therefore  incon- 
trovertible. For  sixty -two  years  it  has 
maintained  a  record  for  fair  dealing  "in  the 
settlement  of  claims. 


Glens  Falls  Sparkling  Spray 

The  business  of  fire  insurance  is  to  each 
one  engaged  in  it  just  about  what  he  thinks 
it  is.  It  is  important  then  that  all  of  us 
should  be  impressed  with  the  purpose,  mag- 
nitude and  dignity  of  our  vocation,  and  con- 
tinuously defend  it  when  slandered  or  un- 
justly assailed;  to  stand  for  its  integrity 
against  things  that  make  for  its  discredit  or 
hurt,  and  by  our  own  administration  to  the 
smallest  detail  of  our  direct  or  indirect  doing 
and  influence,  minister  to  its  reputation  for 
honesty  and  honor. 

The  man  who  thinks  it  his  duty  to  con- 
stantly remind  others  of  theirs,  has  about 
as  many  friends  as  an  alarm  clock. 

Do  not  complicate  yonr  jjolicy  contracts 
by  endorr^ements.  Very  often  endorsements 
are  made  when  a  new  policy  would  make  a 
more  safe  and  simple  covering  of  changed 
conditions  and  circumstances.  A  new  policy 
should  always  be  the  practice  when  there 
are  any  doubts  as  to  what  form  of  endorse- 
ment is  required.  When  the  amount  of  the 
insurance  is  increased  a  new  policy  is  the 
correct  treatment. 

We  say,  in  compliment,  "He  is  as  smart 
as  a  steel  trap,"  because  a  steel  trap  knows 
exactly  just  when  to  shut  up. 

The  daily  report  said  that  the  insured 
country  dwelling  was  near  a  stream  of 
water.  After  the  fire  the  adjuster  found 
no  near-by  stream  and  mentioned  the  dis- 
crepancy to  the  agent,  who  explained: 
"You  have  to  work  the  pump  to  see  it." 

Some  are  such  deep  thinkers  that  their 
thoughts  never  come  to  the  surface. 

An  agent  who  itches  for  business  must 
keep  scratching. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The  Argus  Comparative  Chart,  business 
of  1914  for  the  eastern  and  southeastern 
states  and  Canada;  alsothe  Argus  Compara- 
tive Chart  for  the  western  Pacific  Coast  and 
southern  states;  published  by  the  Herald- 
Argus  Co.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  at  one  dollar  per 
copy. 

Sixth  annual  report  of  Commssioner  of 
Insurance,  John  James,  of  the  state  of 
Utah.  The  report  includes  the  1914  busi- 
ness and  a  list  of  companies  and  agents  for 
1915. 

New  York  Insurance  Report,  Part  II, 
Life  companies  (business  of  1914). 


See  the  World's  Fair  at  San  Francisco 
and — live!  by  paying  to  it  25  percent  of 
your  restaurant  bill. 


In  war  there  is  the  ordinary  death  rate  of 
males  engaged,  plus  the  extraordinary  death 
rate  due  to  hardships  and  unsanitary  con- 
ditions, and  of  course,  also,  the  fatalities  of 


battle.  Deaths  due  directly  and  indirectly 
to  war  and  the  normal  mortality  but  not  to 
bullet  and  shell,  in  the  present  war,  are 
perhaps  as  many  as  a  million  a  year.  Xot 
all  the  men  killed  in  battle  would  have  sur- 
vived the  year  had  there  been  no  war. 
There  is  at  least  a  little  consolation  in  this 
knowledge. 


We  "like  the  looks"  of  the  new  style 
Firemans'  Fund  Record,  with  its  change  of 
typo.  The  August  number  mentions  the 
addition  to  the  company's  board  of  directors 
of  Frank  B.  Anderson,  president  of  the 
Bank  of  California,  who  succeeds  the  late 
Charles  R.  Bisliop.  Mr.  Anderson  is  a 
Southerner  by  birth  and  for  nine  years 
served  in  the  First  Naval  Batallion  of  New- 
York. 


Practice  before  the  bars  of  this  country 
usually  bars  a  man  from  life  insurance, 
"Practice,"  we  said — which  does  not  make 
perfect. 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Ovffd  It  ized  1 8  (i  S 

Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  with  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

For  full  information  irrite  the  Company  at 
LOS  ANGELES,   CALIFORNIA 
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NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  i,  1915) 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 

.      $10,187,030 


NET  SURPLUS,     "         .         .      4,021,442 

E.  F.  BEDDALL  N.  S.  BARTOW  GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 

President  Secretary  Vice-President 


Gross  Assets  '"Su  $107,521,857 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  46,783,587 
Net  Surplus  -  -  17,380,987 
Losses  Paid    -    -    260,831,312 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 


Royal 

Insurance 

COMPANY  ., 


Limited' 


DEPARTMENT    OFFICES; 
San  Francisco,  Montreal. 


Boston,    New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

tS"  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


ROLLA  V-  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOGARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.  K ELL  AM,  Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL   AGENTS:     Frank   M.    Gilcrest,  H,    R.    Burke,  J.    K.     Urmston 
J.    B.   Walden,  D.  L.    Stewart,    C.    D.  Gabrielson,    E.   P.   Eldred, 
J.   H.    Banks,     F.   J.   Perry,    J.  T.  O'Brien,    R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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FIRES 

I.   W.  W.    Incendiaries  Set  Fire  to 

Cannery 

Yuba  City,  Cal.,  Aug.  24.  — After  a 
figlit  with  three  men  and  battle  with 
flames  started  by  them,  tonight.  Watch- 
man W.  H.  Cloud  saved  the  big  plant  of 
the  Central  California  Canneries  As- 
sociation. The  blaze,  it  is  believed 
here,  was  started  by  I.  W.  W.  agitators 
who  several  days  ago  wrote  threatening 
letters  to  Manager  Arthur  Hill,  stating 
that  the  plant  would  be  fired  if  opened 
on  the  season's  run  of  fruit. 

On  his  rounds  Cloud  detected  a  faint 
glare  in  the  main  plant  and,  hasten- 
ing to  investigate,  saw  a  man  running 
toward  the  railroad  yards.  Cloud 
fired  just  as  the  man  dodged  behind  a 
box  car.  Almost  immediately  the 
fugitive  reappeared  and  started  into 
the  brush  across  the  tracts.  Cloud 
followed,  firing  his  pistol  as  he  ran. 
From  the  brush  the  shots  were  returned 
by  three  men. 

Cloud  returned  to  the  plant  and 
with  the  aid  of  three  other  guards  put 
out  the  blaze,  using  hand  extinguish- 
ers, with  which  the  building  had  been 
equipped. 
Man  Charged  With  Burning  Down  Town 

Baker,  Ore.,  Aug.  17.  — James 
Whorton  is  in  jail  here  charged  with 
having  started  the  fire  which  destroy- 
ed Copperfield  early  Friday,  causing 
the  loss  of  more  than  680,000  worth  of 
property.  All  wires  leading  into 
Copperfield  were  cut  before  the  fire 
started,  making  it  impossible  to  sum- 
mon aid  from  outside  the  town. 

Ritzville,  Wash  ,  Aug.  8.  —  The 
Balfour-Guthrie  warehouse  fire  caused 
a  loss  of  $90,000. 


Glen  Frazer,  Cal.  —  This  week  a 
grass  fire  on  the  A.  T.  &  S.  Fe  right 
of  way,  started  by  employees,  "got 
away"  and  burned  over  the  Stewart 
and  other  ranches,  doing  $25,000 
damages.  Some  insurance. 
GENERAL 
Coast  Lumber  Business 

Spokane  (Wash.),  Aug.  6. — Repre- 
sentatives of  $75,000,000  capital  in- 
vested in  the  lumber  industry  in 
northern  Idaho,  Montana  and  eastern 
Washington,  employing  30,000  people, 
told  the  members  of  the  United  States 
Trade  Commission  today  that  the 
lumber  business  is  suffering  from  over- 
production, unlimited  and  cut-throat 
competition  and  fear  of  government 
interference. 

Twenty-nine  mills  made  a  profit  of 
1.49  percent  on  their  $30,000,000 
capitalization  over  a  period  of  six  years 
ending  with  1914,  which  did  not  pay 
the  interest  on  the  borrowed  capital, 
said  John  R.  Toole,  president  of  the 
Western  Pine  Manufacturers  Associa- 
tion. 

Local  Agents    Liable    to    Fire    Company 
for  Negligence 

Judgment  was  given  the  Hartford 
Fire  Insurance  Company  in  Pulaski, 
Ark.,  circuit  court,  against  Rainwater 
&  Heliums,  agents  for  $2,629.62.  It 
was  alleged  that  the  defendants  were 
negligent  in  renewing  a  policy  and 
that  the  company  did  not  have  time 
to  act  on  it  before  the  building  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.— The  Vindicator. 

ACCIDENT 

The  ^tna  Life  and  its  affiliateds 
received  a  grand  prize  for  its  accident 
prevention  exhibit  at  the  P.  P.  I.  Ex. 
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from  the  roof.     He  ran    upstairs    and 

There  are  2,000,000  automobiles  in  opened    a    hatch -way   in     the     attic. 

the  United  States.     The  proportion  is  Instantly  a  furious  draft  followed.  The 

one  machine  to  every  fifty  persons.  insurance  was  $17,000  on   house    and 

At    Willows,   Cal.,    Frank    Glenn's  furnishings.      Of  course  the  piano  was 

home   was  destroyed  by    fire.     Glenn  saved.     The  total  loss  appears  to  have 

was  outside  and  saw  the  smoke  curling  been  near  $20,000. 

The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

Siamb  ur^  -Bremen 

^ire  insurance  Compatw 

HAMBURG.  GERMANY 

Pacific  Department:     334  California  Street,     -     SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
MACDONALD  &  MILES,  Managers 

Organized  in  1854  Entered  United  States  in  1858 

Total  Losses  Paid  in  tKe  United  States,      $27,000,000 

United   States   Branch  :   123  William  Street,        -        NEW    YORK 

H.  N.  KELSEY,  Manager 

AQEIVTS       WANTED       IN       UNREPRESENTED       POINTS 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 

Insurance  in  force,  96,033  Policies  for  -  $228,305,763 

WHAT  NO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay  to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,  Dividends,  Surrender 
Values,  Annuities  and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 
It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 

Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1, 1846,  to  Dec.  31,  1914  ...  -  $294,743,273.70 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period  -  -  -         304,068,509.45 

Excess  of  amount  returned  ...------  9,325,235.75 
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Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation 


New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1826 

North  River  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1910  Organized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Company    organized  i824 

WM.    W.   ALVERSON,   Manager 
3  7  4    Pine  Street,        .        -        -        -        San  Francisco,  California 

Fire  and  Automobile  Insurance 

...        .    (  R.  R.  Roper,  San  Francisco       A.  M.  Lovelace.  Portland       AMPLE  FACILITIES  for  Handling 
^spcclal  Agents  ,  ,p   ^   geieher.  Los  Angeles       W.  T.  Booth,  Spokane  Large  Lines. 
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Our  Directory  of  Pacific  Coast  Fieldmen 


Special  Agents  are  invited  to  send  us  corrections 


Aetna 

San  Francisco— J.  A.  Murphy,  gen'l 
adjuster;        H.F.Mills 
E.  V.  Culver,  G.  F.  Roberts 
G.  Nathan,  Harvey  A.  Allen 
(automobile) 
Los  Angeles— H.  E.  O'Brien 
Seattle— F.  H.  Rhoads 
Spokane— G.  S.  Mariner 
Butte,  Mont— Jno.  P.  Breeden 

W.   W.  Alverson 

San  Francisco— R.  R.  Roper 
Los  Angeles— T.  J,  Keleher 
Portland— A.  M.  Lovelace 
Spokane— W.  T.  Booth 

Atlas 

Denver— Wra.  Manning 
Portland— A.  E.  Ehrhorn 
San  Francisco-Fred  H.  Elster 

Craig  Owens 
Spokane— E.  K.  Lower 
Los  Angeles— H.  R.  .Jackson 

Bertheau,  Setback  &  Bertheau 

San  Francisco— Wm.  .Sheldon 
Los  Angeles— R.  L.  MoCulloch 
Portland— Miles  D.  Warren 
Spokane— \\"n Iter  E.  Felthouse 

Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

San  Francisco — 

W.  H.  Gibbons,  L.  M.  Hale 

W.  B.  Westlake 
Los  Angeles— Chas. Van  Valkenburg 
Seattle— W.  P.  Porep 
Spokane— Chas.  A.  Wendler 
Denver— Jesse  DeBruhl 

California 

San  Francisco— .T.  E  CosgroveAsst  Sen 
H.  C.  R.  Buswell.Siipt.  of  Agen's 
.Tohn  M.  Clayton 

Los  Angeles— Leigh  H.  Robins 

Seattle— A.  N.  Lindsay. 
A.  Dukinfield 

Portland— B.  A.  Sifford 


Chapman  &  Nauman  Co. 

San  Francisco — Theo.  SchlosSer 
Seattle — Edw  B.  Fleming 

Christensen  &  Goodwin 

San  Francisco— R.  De  Lappe 

Geo.  T.  Gray,  Cari  A.  Truitt 
Los  Angeles— E.  B.  Flack 

R.  N.  Loucks,  Jr. 
Seattle— Wm.  F.  Zwick 
Spokane— Walter  A.  Frazier 
Portland— Fred  Tebben 
Helena— John  B.  Fritschi 
Boise— L.  L.  Pibble 

James  F.  Cobb  Co.  Inc. 

Los  Angeles— R.  IL  Jenkins 

Connecticut  &  Westchaster 

San  Francisco— C.  W.  Von  Tageu 
Fred  S.  Dick,  John  M.  Gordon 
Los  Angeles- L.  P.  .Stephens 
Portland— ,laiiies  S.  Reed 
Salt  Lake— W.  S.  Ferris 
Spokane— S.  L.  DeLong 


Continental  and  Fidelity 
Underwriters 

San  Francisco— F.  P.  Wilson 

A.  G.  Nason  cfe  Co.- 
Sacramento— Jay  C.  Wickler 
Los  Angeles— G.  L.  Mclntire 
Portland— W.  A.  Williams 
Helena— J.  W.  Gamble 
Seattle— G.  L.  K.  Lauer 

Curtis  &  Gordon 
San  Francisco — 

Clarence  L.  Greenwalt 
Portland— E.  C.  Morgan 
Los  Angeles— Leo  L.  Gibson 

The  James  H.  de  Veuve  Co. 

Seattle — B.D.Smalley.H.A.Canfield 

B.  D.  Smalley  Jr. 
San  Francisco— D.  T.  Child 

Fireman's  Fund 

San  Francisco— R.  D.  Hunter 
Samuel  Simnien,  John  J.  Ham- 
mond. Kenneth  Brown, 
A.  E.  Webber.  Bayard  E.Nourse 
Tirrell  W.  Fletcher 

Los  Angeles— Weldon  D.  Whelan 
Chester  A.  Swift,    George  D. 
Gilmore,  H.  W.  Armstrong 

Portland— H.  B.  Tickner 

Seattle — Frank   L.  Emerick 
F.  M.  Burnside 

Spokane— Niran  B.  Sveett 

Denver-F.  G.  White,  W.  P.  Coffey 
Frederick  R.  Lanagan 
Thos.  L.  Evans 

Dallas— C.   C.   Wright.  J.  H.  Snell 
J.  C.  Evans 

Helena— C.  D.  French 

Fire  Association  and  Philadel- 
phia Underwriters 

San  Francisco— Thos.  F.  O'Grady 
("harles  L.  Barsotti,  Howard  W. 
Hogan 
Los  Angeles— Geo.  F.  Staniford 
Portland— Frank  .S.  Glover 
Seattle— C.  R.  Harold 
Helena— Percy  B.  Churchill 
Denver— L.  V).  Griffin 

Fidelity-Phenix  of  New  York 

San  Francisco— Arthur  G.Nason&Co 
Seattle- Fred  P.  Hongham 
Portland— E.  M.  .Scharf 
Los  Angeles -F.  Earl  .\lderson 
Sacramento— H.  R.  Wickler 

Germania  Fire 

San  Francisco— Fred  S.  Penfield 
Seattle— Per  Lee  Welty 
Spokane— Z.  M.  Boyer 

George  O.  Hoadley 

San  Francisco— Alex. r.  Cartwright 
Portland— A.  H.  .Tackson 
Spokane— F.  J.  Root 
Los  Angeles— Mark  B.  Harris 
Dixwell  Hewitt 

San  Francisco— Geo.  E.  Devine, 
Supt.  of  Agencies 
M.  E.    Spalding.  R.  E.  Dollard 
Wm.  S.  Dennis,  L.  H.  Earle 

Los  Angeles— P.  H.  Griffith 
E.  E.  Price 

Portland— J.  J.  Pennis 

Spokane—  Neil  .Stewart 

Butte— Chas.  E.  Miller 


Home    New    York 

San  Francisco-  Harry  L.  Roff. 
J.  J.  Sheahan,  H.  W.  Wagenet 

E.  A.  Sheahan.  G.  W.  Madison 
Los  Angeles — Chns.  Qnitzow 

James  S.  .Snydam 
Portland— J.  D,  Coleman. 

John  C.  Fox,  Edgar  Stevens 
Spokane — Vernon  B.  McDowell 
Salt  Lake— Junius  Young, 
Great  Falls— Benn  A.  Scott 

Ins.    Co.     of  North    America    <fe 
Alliance 

San  Francisco— A.  C.  Wright 

F.  J.  Mayer 
Portland— Walter  E.  Bliss 

Los  Angeles — Wm.  F.  Kuhl 

Spokane— M.  H.  Reeves 

Billings,  Mont. — Gilman  L.  Camp 

Law  Union  &  Rock  and  Union 
Assurance 

San  Francisco  —  E.  M.  Brodenstein 
Branch  Sec'y ;    J.  Percy  Carroll. 
Supt.  of  Agencies 
F.  A.  .Stahl.  Noah  L.  Nelson 

Los  Angeles— F.  F.  Richards 

Portland— M.  B.  Boothby 

Denver— W.  J.  Kulp 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

San  Francisco— R.  H.  Rountree 

Harrison  Houseworth 

Chester  S.  Myriok,  Geo.  J.  .lanes 
Los  Angeles — R.  G.  Brush 

Logan  B.  Chandler 
Seattle—  G.  F.  Guerraz 
Portland— F.  E.  Atkins 
Great  Falls— Grant  R.  Brown 

London  &  Lancashire  and  Orient 

San  Francisco— Geo.  Ormond  Smith, 
Agency  Snp't:  W.  B.  Hopkins, 
local  sec'y;     Geo.  T.  Richmond 

Los  Angeles  — J.  P.  Yates,  Agency 
Supt. :  J.  P.  Hague 

Sacramento— Wm.  W.  Gilmore 

Portland— G.  L.  Goodell 

Seattle— David  H.  Parry 

Denver— Nicholas  Gardner 

Salt  Lake— N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr. 

London 

San   Francisco— Wm.  H.  Hackett 
Supt.  of  Agencies 

Phillip  R.  Weinmann,  Ben  L 

Penfield 
Los  Angeles— C.  W.  Rohrer 
Portland— Gus  J.  Roth 
Seattle— P.  J.  Perry 
Spokane— J.  E.  .Tolnisen 
Denvei — T.  .'^.  Ilea  I  h 

Macdonald  &  Miles 
San  Francisco— R.  H.  Jenkins 
Seattle — Frank  B.  Benson 

National  Union 

San  Francisco— Dixwell  Davenport 
Oakland— E.  W.  Hall 
Los  Angeles— William  M.  Stodghill 
Seattle— Henry  (J.  Green 
Spokane— J.  F.  Price 

New  York  Underwriters  Ageney 

San  Francisco— V.  H.  Qiiitzow 
Los  Angeles— A.  C.  Anderson 
Seattle— A.  E.  Bailey 
Spokane— H.  B.  Hagen 
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New  Zealand 

San  Francisco — T).  A.  Parker 

R.  E.  Oehlmaiin 
Los  Angeles— C.  P.  Lyndall 
Portland— W.  G.  Fortraann 
Denver— Fred  Williams 
Spokane— Vol ney  Seebeck 

E.  T.  Nieblina 

San  Francisco  —  John  E.  Cosgrove, 
Supt.  of  Agencies;  A.  E.  Field 
F.  J.  H.  Manning,  Geo.  F.  Heuer 

Los  Angeles— Walter  H.  Young 

Portland— H.  E.  Parkhurst 

Seattle — Geo.  W.  Swan 

Helena— I.  M.  Fisher.  Jr. 

North  British  and  Mercantile, 
Commonwealth,  New  York 

Seattle— E.  J.  Young 
Spokane— P.  W.  Gedney 
Los  Angeles— Chas.  Harris 
San  Francisco— F.  J.  Sclioeneman 

C.  F.  Milliman,  G.  W.  Dearborn 
Denver — E.  C.  Willey 
Portland— H.  E.  Smith 
.Helena — O.scar  Unniack 
Dallas — Wirt  Leake 
Houston — H.  J   Thomson 

Northern 

San  Francisco— H.  D.  Schumann 
.Sacramento — L.  C.  Holloway 
Los  Angeles — G.  Mueller 
Portland— D.  Ross  Atkinson 
Seattle— F.  B.  Welpton 
Butte— E.  C.  Fotheringham 

Northwestern  National 

Seattle— A.  M.  Jones 

Los  Angeles — W.  E.  Labry 

San  Francisco — C.  W.  Greene 

H.  L.  Clark 
Tacoma— L    S.  Frudenfeld 
pokane — G.  F.  Nickerson 

Norwich  Union 

San  Francisco— F.  C.  Staniford,  Supt 
of  Agencies,  William  L.  Wallace, 
H.  L. Cope 

Portland  — A.  W.  Giesy,  Supt.  of 
Agencies 

Spokane— H.  W.  Randall 
A.  C.  Olds 

San  Francisco — Paul  St.  John 

Los  Angeles— Warren  Campbell 

Sacramento— E.  E.  Panabaker 

Portland— Chas.  A.  Colvin 


Edwin  Parrish 

Portland — Chester  A.  Deering 
Spokane — John  A.  Carlson 
Los  Angeles — O.  D.Baldwin 

B.  C.  Fisher 
Sacramento — W.  D.  Young 
San  Francisco— R.  T.  Boyd 
C.  C.  Trowbridge 

Pennsylvania 

San  Francisco  —  S.  P.  Mesiclc,  Supt. 

of  Agencies 
Oakland — F.J.  Agnew, Supt  of  Agen. 

P.  A.  Lathrop 
Los  Angeles— A.  C.  McConnell 
Portland— Chas.  V.  McCarthy 

Phoenix,  London 

San  Francisco— G.  A.  R.  Heuer 

WillardT.  Lovell, 

Munro  English,  Chas.  R.  Stone 

Geo.  A.  Yocum,  W.  H.  Ticknor 
Portland— Edwin  C.  F.  Knowles 

B. W.  Jones 
Spokane  —  J.    Robb    Gay 
Los  Angeles— Otho  N.Hall 

H.G.  Large,    B.  J.  Kellner 

E.  E.  Potter  &  Sons 

San  Francisco — E.  G.  Potter, 

Sup't  of  Agencies;  R.  H.  Davis 
Los  .Angeles— C.  H.  Gatchel 
Portland— E.  A.  Parsons 
Seattle— C.  R.  Kerns 
Bozeman — C.  E.  Dunlop 

Royal  Exchange 

Denver — W.  J.  Clscel 

Seattle— Lawrence  F.  Lamping 

Royal   and  Queen 

San  Francisco— F.  M.  Gilcrest 
J.  E.  Walden,    Fred.  H.   Farr 
R.  S.  Folger,  C.  A.  Luhrs 

Fresno— E.  P.  Eldred 

Los  Angeles— J.  K.  Urmston 
F.  J.  Perry 

Sacramento— D.  L,  Stewart 

Portland— H.  R.  Burke 

Seattle— Matt  B.  Evans 

Salt  Lake— J.  H.  Banks 

Salem,  Or.— C.  D,  Gabrielson 

Spokane— J.  T.  O'Brien 


Spring fii^ld  &  Newark  Fire 

San  Francisco — Geo.  C.  Co<lding 

Frank  H.  Young,  H.  K.  Nourse 
Los  Angeles— J.  E.  (_'randall 
Portland— J.  F.  R,  Webber 
Seattle— C.  H.  Anderson 
Salt  Lake— L.  B.  Rogers 

Scottish  Union  &  National  and 
State  Assurance 

San  Francisco — J.  H.  Fuller 

RoUin  M.  Kelley 
Los  Angeles  —  Chas.  Niemann 
Tacoma- Fred  W.  Gaston 
Spokane— H.  C.  Edmundson 
Denver— J.  L.  Reams 

Geo.  H.  Tyson 

San  Francisco— Harry  Benner, 
Cliford  Conly,  Supt  of  Agents 
J.  C.  Howard,  General  Adjuster 
J.  B.  Hatcher 

Douglas  Parker,  C.  E.  E.  Ellis 
Meredith  Parker 

Los   Angeles — F.  G.  Ainley 
E.  R.  Holland 

Sacramento — E.  F.  Hewit 

Portland— A.  M.  Peckham 

Seattle— W.T.Burwell,  L.D.Mitchell 

Spokane — F.  O.  Vincent 

Salt  Lake  City — Arthur  A.  Ferns 

Fresno — David  G.  Yurk 

%■ 

Wayman  and  Henry 

San  Francisco— W.  W.  Cleveland, 
J.  R.  Kenna.  E.  P.  Caine,  John 
A.  Faull   J.  N.Waters 

Los  Angeles— Edward  A.  Rowe 
James  F.  Boylan 

Portland— E.  R.  Thompson 

Seattle— Bruce  Kaltz 

Spokane— C.  B.  Harris 

Denver— C.  S.  Hill 


Western  and  British  America 

Seattle— H.  P.  Hildreth 
San  Francisco — J.  C.  Crooks 

Appraisers 

San  Francisco — J.  P.  Treanor 
Portland— Wm.  B.  Honeyman 


FIRE 

Defective  wiring  probably  caused  the 
burning  of  the  dwelling  of  T.  B.  Rora- 
bough,  Chapraantown,  Cal.  The  fire 
started  near  the  roof.  Of  course  the 
neighbors  saved  the  piano. 

One  mile  from  Arbuckle,  Cal.,  the 
ranch  home  and  barn  of  E.  C.  West 
was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  last  week. 
Among  the  articles  burned  were  sixty 
tons  of  hay  in  the  barn,  a  stack  of 
hay  outside,  tankhouse,   granary,   two 


steam  tractors,  etc.  A  can  of  gasoline 
on  the  back  porch  had  exploded  and 
started  the  fire.  This  fire  extended  to 
a  neighboring  field  and  destroyed 
several  stacks  of  hay.  No  insurance 
is  reported. 

The  Sheldon  ranch  dwelling,  near 
Orland,  Cal.,  burned  to  the  ground 
July  28.  The  tenant  was  Clifford 
Hardacre.  Blaze  started  from  a  coal- 
oil  stove.  Hardacre  had  no  insur- 
ance. 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell  Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fair  Commissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  Policyholders 

— In  short :   A  good,  all-round. 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
for  full  information  today— 
ME    OFFICE  —  SEATTLE 


LIFE 

HEALTH 

ACCIDENT 


3'1  C 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


OPPORTUNITY :     Distridt  Agency  Open  in  Prosperous  Section 
of  Central  West. 

BANKERS  LIFE  COMPANY  DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


PRUDENTIAL 

/STRENGTH OF,  Pj,'    '   ■    "^ 
J   GIBRALTAR  ■  ira  ' 


THE  GRAND  PRIZE  AGAIN 

The  highe^  posssible  award  has  been  conferred  upon 
The  Prudential  for  its  ■wonderful  exhibit  on  Life  Insur- 
ance and  Public  Welfare.  This  time  the  award  is  from 
the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  in  recog- 
nition of  the  superior  excellence  of  The  Prudential's 
display  of  business  methods  and  results.  The  Pruden- 
tial has  received  a\»^ards  at  all  the  great  national  and 
international  expositions  for  many  years. 

THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST  F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  Office,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

Incorporated  Under  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 


LIFE 
American  Life  Insurance  Losses 

There  was  a  loss  as  regards  anrmities  last 
year. 

The  loss  from  investments  was  $28,316,- 
878,  or  $15,700,000  more  than  in  1913.  This 
loss  indicates  the  great  slirinkage  in  securi- 
ties. 


The  loss  from  dividends  to  policyholders, 
including  net  increase  or  decrease  in  divi- 
dend funds,  was  $102,210,031,  or  over 
$3,000,000  more  than  in  1913. 

Loss  from  miscellaneous  sources  was  $27,- 
815,842  or  about  $8,400,000  more  than  in 
1913. 

The  total  gain  in  1913  was  $14,600,000; 
while  1914  yielded  a  minus  of  $4,266,000. 
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Sample  Page  *'FIRE  INSURANCE*' 

By  WM.  SEXTON 


CARE  IN  FILLING  BLANK  SPACES 

Particular  care  must  be  taken  in  filling  the  blank 
spaces  for  figures  in  the  printed  slips. 

The  blank  for  amount  of  total  insurance  should 
have  particular  attention  to  limit  the  amount  of  in- 
surance to  the  proper  proportion  of  the  value  of  the 
property. 

The  blank  spaces  for  amounts  on  various  items 
in  a  policy  should  be  filled  by  amounts  or  by  the  word 
"Nothing." 

$5000.00     On  building     *     *     * 

$ On  furniture  and  fixtures,  and 

$ On  merchandise  therein. 

The  blank  for  the  amount  on  building  being  filled 
in  for  $5000.00,  the  court  held  that  the  $5000.00  covered 
also  on  furniture  and  fixtures  and  on  merchandise,  for 
the  reason  that  the  word  "Nothing"  had  not  been 
placed  in  the  spaces  preceding  the  "furniture  and 
fixtures"  and  the  "merchandise"  items. 

OTHER  INSURANCE  PERMITTED 

The  open  permit  for  other  insurance  renders  sur- 
vey and  inspection  useless  by  leaving  the  door  open 
for  over-insurance ;  a  hazard  that  no  rate  can  measure, 
and  a  temptation  that  the  victim  of  dry  seasons,  wars, 
grasshoppers,  sickness,  hard  times,  short  crops,  loan 
sharks,  and  other  misfortunes  should  not  be  sub- 
jected to. 

"$ Other    insurance    permitted''    should    be 

replaced  by  "Permission  granted  for  total   insurance 

Flexible  Leather     ....     S2.00 

Flexible  Cloth 1.50 

For  Sale  at  Coast  Review  Office,  122  Halleck  Street 
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AUTOMOBILE    f^ 

NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance    Company 
Assets,     -     $7,502,873.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,    -    $3,387,433.00     lj'!'i 

DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company  H 

Assets,     -     $2,274,403.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,533,737.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS  j 

mm  W-'^ 

ill     Assets,    -     $11,301,668.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,667,165.00     '    || 

EDWIIN     PARRISM,    Manager 

Pacific  Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing  paid-for   Insurance  in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance   Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 

ARTHUR    L.  BATES,  President 

Address      Albert  E.  Awde,   Supt.  of  Agencies 
7  \V.  Madison  St..  Chicago,  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 
Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 


T.  H.    McAllis,    Manager,    Sherlock     Bldg., 
Portland,  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager.  Boston  Block,  Seattle, 
Wash. 

J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


FIRE 

Lorenz  Hotel,  Redding,  Cal.,  was 
damaged  by  fire  to  the  extent  of 
S4,000. 

Fire  on  the  Moulton  ranch  near 
Colusa,  Cal.,  recently  destroyed  5,100 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1869. 


Statement,  January  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,  -  -  -  $1,000,000  00 
Assets,  -----  7,284,654  80 
Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 

sacks  of  barley  and  40  acres  of  stand- 
ing gi-ain.  The  Moulton  $10,000 
dwelling  was  on  fire  several  times  but 
was  saved.  The  fire  started  in  a  two- 
story  bunk  house.  There  was  full 
insurance. 
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FIRE  INSURANCE 


AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE- 


1915 


Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 


OF     PHILADELPHIA 


ASSETS, 


18,613,414.47 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


GENERAL 

Quicksand    Swallows    Plant;    Four    Men 

Die 

Hudson,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  2. — Four  men 
were  killed  and  four  others  injured, 
one  of  whom  will  die,  when  the  power 
plant  of  the  Knickerbocker  Cement 
company  submerged  in  quicksand  here 
today.  The  entire  building  disap- 
peared. All  of  the  dead  men  were 
laborers. 
Splinter  in    Nose    Causes  Man's   Death 

Fresno,  Aug.  4. — Horace  V.  Tanner, 
a  mountaineer,  died  here  today  from 
lockjaw  caused  by  a  splinter  in  his 
nose  a  few  days  ago.  Tanner  was 
chopping  wood  with  neighbors  when  a 
splinter  hit  him  on  the  nose.  It  was 
removed  by  another  rancher.  Tanner 
later  developed  blood  poisoning  and 
died . 


FIRE 

Fire  of  unknown  origin  at  Gridley, 
Cal.,  Wednesday  destroyed  two  busi- 
ness blocks,  with  an  estimated  loss  of 
$30,000. 

Redding  (Shasta  co.),  August  14. — 
The  big  forest  fire  which  has  been 
running  for  several  days  on  Chalk 
mountain,  east  of  the  big  bend  of  the 
Pit,  is  still  burning  according  to  word 
received  here  today.  It  has  been  ob- 
served from  Redding  for  several  days. 

Word  from  the  Big  Bend  region 
says  all  forest  rangers  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county,  reinforced  by  every 
able-bodied  man  in  the  region,  are 
fighting  the  fire  which  has  a  front  ten 
miles  long. 

Enuraclaw,  Wash.,  Aug.  2.  —  Five 
frame  buildings  destroyed.  Started  in 
Jack  Porter's  restaurant.  Loss,  $8,000. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

(LIMITED) 

Of  London,  England 
With  which  is  Incorporated  the 

rlanchester  Assurance  Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,    ■     -    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,962,091.00 


Office:     lOO    Sansome  St., 


San  Francisco 


rRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  M.  PALACME,  Assistant  Manager 


Books  Worth   Reading 

"The  Masked  War,"  by  Wm.  J. 
Burns.  An  account  of  the  search  for 
the  structural  steel  work  and  Los 
Angeles  Times  building  dynamiters. 
Brings  in  the  McNamaras,  McManigal, 
Caplan,  Schmidt,  Tweitmoe,  Clancy 
and  forty  others,  nearly  all  of  whom 
are  now  in  the  federal  penitentiary. 
Fremont  Older  of  San  Francisco  is 
mentioned  in  a  suggestive  way. 

"Germany  and  England,"  by  J.  A. 
Cramb,    who  died  before  the    present 


war.     Deals  with  the  issues  producing 
the  war. 

Arizona  is  having  extraordinary 
summer  rains.  Crop  prospects  are 
excellent. 

Live  Stock.  —  License  was  received  re- 
cently by  the  AVestern  Live  Stock  Insurance 
Company  of  Peoria,  authorizing  them  to 
transact  business  in  Connecticut.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  Atlantic  Horse  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Providence,  R.  I.,  has  now  been 
taken  over  by  the  Western  Live  Stock  and 
all  of  its  policies  reinsured  as  of  June  1st, 
1915. 
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IF  NOT.  SEE  "^^ 


US 


POLICIES    UP  TO   TME   MINUTE 

LIFE,  ACCIDENT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

''THE   DURABLE  " 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldg.  LOS    ANGELES,  CAL. 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -        -        $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,      -  -         -         -       7,543,103.12 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

H.   R.   MANN,   Manager 
F.  Ml.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Managers 
Pacific     Coast  Department :    339-341     Sansome     St.,    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  i  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg,  Seattle,  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash. —  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco — A.  C.  Anderson, 
239  Van  Nuys  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  1833) 

(EIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120,152.00 

Snrjdus $723,433.00 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

34  0  California  Street,         -         -        -         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


FIRE 

At  Oroville,  Cal.,  the  home  of  Ole 
Lund  was  destroyed  by  fire  before  the 
fire  department  arrived.  The  Oroville 
fire  department  never  was  noted  for 
speed. 


Four  miles  from  Dunnigan,  Cal., 
fire  destroyed  the  house  on  the  Sparks 
place  at  night.  The  house  was  un- 
occupied and  was  insured.  It  was 
owned  by  the  Cook  Bros,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, who  had  leased  the  ranch. 


Fire  Insurance 
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AUTOMOBILE 

London  &  Lancashire  Fire  and  Lon- 
don &  Lancashire  Indemnity  are  issu- 
ing a  joint  policy  covering  fire,  theft, 
transportation,  collision,  tornado, 
property  damage  and  personal  lia- 
bility. 

Jitney  men  must  give  a  S2, 000  bond 
in  Omahaha,  Nebrasskaka. 

MARINE 

The  seaman's  law  of  March  1915 
killed  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co. 
business.  All  its  ships  have  been  sold  to 
an  Atlantic  steamship  company  and 
will  be  sent  at  once  to  the  East  coast. 
Several  thousand  employees  are  now 
or  soon  will  be  out  of  employment, 
thanks  to  the  labor  unions  and  their 
demagogues  in  Congress.     Not   a    few 


of  these  discharged  steamship  men  will 
lose  the  homes  which  they  have  not 
yet  paid  for. 

FIRE 

Near  Dunnigan,  Cal.,  a  county 
bridge  was  burned  on  July  21.  The 
fire  is  supposed  to  have  originated  from 
a  fire  started  near  by  to  destroy  weeds. 

A  grass  fire  in  Shasta  co.,  Cal.,  de- 
stroyed the  homes  and  barns  of  D.  T. 
Hemstead  and  J.  K.  Kelley. 

The  Atkins  Theater  building,  Chico, 
Cal.,  together  with  the  adjoining  prop- 
erties, burned. 

Near  Yuba  City,  Cal.,  the  barn  of 
Roy  Keesy  was  burned  last  month. 
Keesy  had  just  left  the  barn  and  had 
seen  no  evidence  of  fire.  Loss  to 
insurer,  $360. 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid  Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY  PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIBBLING,  Manager 

R.   C.  MEDCRAFT,  Assistant  Manager 
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-  .  _    4--^^i-^^l    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

/XmCnCan     f^dltr^al  of   st.    LouIs  Established   1853 

Assets.  $4,320,590        Surplus  to  Policyholders.  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid.  $29,707,385 

^-        r>^-g|    F.  &   M.   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^t.     r^aUl  of  St.   Paul.   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets.  $10,162,454     Surplus  to  Policyholders.  $4,216,643       Losses  Paid,  $47,792,188 
LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 

Mercantile  '■  *  "„,  TIZ'"""     Minnesota  "ZT^llT' 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets      $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2.156.705  Surplus  to  Policyholders      2.156.705 

TERRITORY— California,  Oregon,  Washingrton,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department:— 2S5  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHL\  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION   LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus,       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

( Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Pfiiladelphia.  ' 
Total  Assets,  -  $27,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  $11,878,186.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906.        -         •        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AOEXTS  : 

T.F.O'GRADY,  San  Francisco:  GEO.  F.  STXSIFOV.T).  Los  Angeles; Portland 

315  California  Street,  -  -  -  San  Francisco 


^^^^  The  National  Mercantile  Co.  of  Van- 

A  hail  and  wind  storm  did  damage     couver,  with   So66,315  liabilities  and 

in  Deschutes  valley,  Or. ,  August  2.  ^^^jy  $180,491  assets,  has  been  adjudged 


GENERAL 


bankrupt. 


Hobbs,  Wall  &   Co.,    1    Drum  st.,         r>       i  •     *i,     ^i    *     •♦      • 

'  '  Pasadena    is    the    first    city   in    per 

San  Francisco,  subscribed  for  stock  of 


the  Panama-Pacific  International  Ex- 
position Co.,  but  now,  like  Rudolph 
Spreckels,  Alameda  county,  and 
others,  are  trying  to  renig.  They  say 
their  articles  of  incorporation  prohibit 
such  a  subscription.  The  Exposition 
Co.  is  suing  H.,  \V.  &Co. 


capita  wealth  in  California,  according 
to  facts  presented  by  the  official  organ 
of  the  League  of  California  Municipali- 
ties. For  each  and  every  man,  woman 
and  child  living  in  Pasadena  there  is 
assessed  proj^erty  in  the  city  valued  at 
§1,359. 
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Pacific  Department,  Insuran 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

0  F 

ce  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE    INSURANCE    CO. 

OF 

HARTFORD 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J.  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

K.  &L  M.   Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,    Mass. 

Largrest    Fire   Insurance  Company   Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets     $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8,979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 

SUilPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,490,436.53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered  by 

the  State  of  New  Jersey 

lucorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus      590,434  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,014,985.00 


OFFICE:    KOHL     BUILDING, 

Corner  California  and   Montgomery  Streets,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst  Manager 


F,  J   R.  WEBBER 


SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.  B.  ROGERS       J.  E.  CRANDALL        C.  H.  ANDERSON 
FRANK  H.  YOUNG  H.  K.  NOURSE 


A  Los  Angeles  palm  tree  caught  fire,      seltzer   bottle   and    extinguished    the 
A  passing  policeman  commandeered  a     flames. 


The    Coa^    Review 


The  "Home  Life" 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ide  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  its  policyholders  during 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  §30,631,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  $3, 1 10,507includ- 
ing  dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
$4,533,420,  and  is  now 

$120,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 

JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE. 

Clans  Spreckels  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance  Company 

Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Cash  CapiUl,          ....        -  $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,          -        -        -  1,263,340.00 

Assets, 4,195,444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department, 

San  Francisco  National  Bank  Bldg..  454  California 

Street,  San  Francisco 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES: 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF.  Northern  California, 

454  California  Street,  San  Francisco 

E.  W.  HALL,  Bay  Counties, 
500  Syndicate  Bldg.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California. 
302  Stimson  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon,  British  Columbia  and 
Western  Washington,     722  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 
Washington,    Address— Spokane,  Wash, 


COMPENSATION 

A  railroad  special  watchman,  who 
removed  trespassers  from  an  interstate 
train  and  w'as  injured  just  after  he 
alighted  from  the  train  to  drive  the 
trespassers  out  of  the  railroad  yard, 
was  still  emploj^ed  in  interstate    com- 
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San  Francisco,  Cal. 

merce  at  the  time  he  received  his 
injury,  and  cannot  recover  under  the 
State  Workmen's  Compensation   Act. 

FIRE 

At  Dele  van,  Cal.,  home  of  Mrs. 
Elvin  Thwaites  was  destroyed  by  fire 
last  month.  The  house  belonged  to 
the  S.  V.  I.  Co. 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  July  22.  —  W.  P. 
Fuller  &  Co.,  paints  and  oils  at  1117 
A  st.  Smoke  and  water  damage.  This 
firm  has  had  many  fires. 


In  Its  Forty-fourth  Year 
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GENERAL 

Property    Damaged    by    Incendiary    Fire 

Fresno,  July  28. — Fire  of  incendiary 
origin  destroyed  five  dwellings,  valued 
at  $4,000,  early  this  morning.  The 
fire  started  in  the  home  of  Charles 
Osterode,  who  saw  the  firebug  escape 
on  a  bicj'cle.  He  was  unable  to 
identify  the  man.  Other  property 
owners  are  Adam  Rhinehardt,  Harry 
Rhine  and  Jacob  Ulruch. 

Twelve  Things  to   Remember 
The  Value  of  Time 
The  success  of  Perseverance 
The  Pleasure  of  Working 
The  Dignity  of  Simplicity 
The  Worth  of  Character 
The  Power  of  Kindness 
The  Influence  of  Example 
The  Obligation  of  Duty 
The  Wisdom  of  Economy 
The  Virtue  of  Patience 
The  Improvement  of  Talent 
The  Joy  of  Originating 

— Marshall  Field 


Portland,  August  3.  —  Fire  in  the 
Alickey  building  damaged  structure 
and  goods  $180,000. 

LIFE 

The  policyholder  who  has  a  doubt 
about  the  company  carrying  his  insur- 
ance, or  who  has  a  feeling  of  com- 
plaint about  it,  is  doing  neither  his 
company  nor  himself  justice  if  he 
does  not  go  or  write  frankly  to  the 
company  and  state  his  doubt  or  com- 
plaint and  give  it  the  chance  of  solv- 
ing the  one  or  correcting  the  other. 
To  complain  to  others,  or  be  moved 
by  their  complaints,  without  going  to 
the  company  direct  for  satisfaction — 
above  all,  to  be  disturbed  by  the  talk 
of  the  "twister" — is  suicidal.  Tell 
your  troubles  to  your  company  and 
rest  assured  it  will  satisfy  you. — Plico. 

The  Northwestern  Mutual,  Fidelity, 
New  England  and  Phoenix  managers 
in  Chicago  are  organizing  to  "kill" 
the  brokers.  No  business  will  be 
accepted  from   any  insurance   broker. 


GOOD   AGENTS   WANTED 


West    Coast 


THE 

Life 


ns\irance 


o. 


Home  Office  :  West  Coast  Life  Building,  Northwest  Corner 
Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets,  San  Francisco 


ORIGINAL    AND    ATTRACTIVE 
ORDINARY    AND     INDUSTRIAL 

Policies  Whicii  Meet  With  Instant  Favor 


OFFICERS—  THOS.  L.  MILLER,  Proslttent 

C.   O.   G,    MILLER,   VIce-Presitlent 

JULIAN  SONNTAG,  second  Vice-Presiaent 

WILLIAM  C.  HAMMOND,  Secretary 
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Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

"The    Oldest  Scottish   Insurance  Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50  -  52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOTCH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES  : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIN,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREN  CAMPBELL,  Speeial  Agt.  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHN,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  N.    Y. 

SEMI-ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  JUNE   30,  1915 

Assets $11,764,957  75 

Liabilities 8,129,567  28 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,635,390  47 

Losses  Paid  to  June  30,  1915 50,512,471  85 

This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 

Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary,  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public,  Teams  (Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage),  Automobile  (Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision),  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

(  California— CHAS.  J.  BOSWORTH.  General  Agent,  Merchants  Exchange, 
Pacific  Coast  Department:  \  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— SEELEY  &  CO..  Ill  S.  10th 
(  St.,  Tacoma;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of    LONDON 

Cash    Assets,      .      .      .      $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECIAL  AGENTS— C.  W.  Rohrer,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Rod  E.  Smith,  Portland,  Oregon; 
T.  S.  Heath,  Denver-,  .1.  E.  John.sek,  Spokane;  P.  R.  WEiNMi«NN.  B.L.  Penfield,  San  Francisco. 
Percy  J.  Perry,  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL,  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

\Vm.  Hackett.  Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch — Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


Sixtj^-seven  percent  of  the   world's  only     214     barrels     last     year,     and 

petroleum  product  in  1914  was  in   the  Germany  only  995. 
United    States.        The    percentage    is  Potatoes  in  Germany  are  now   down 

gaining  every  year.     Canada  produced  to  just  twice  the  San  Francisco  price. 
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GENERAL 

Peace  Professor  Jordan  of  California 
(Stanford)  is  employed  by  the  Car- 
negie peace  fund. 

In  the  winter  months  in  trans- 
mountain  cold  cities  brick  buildings 
are  erected  under  a  canvas  tent  cover- 
ing, beneath  which  fires  are  kept  burn- 
ing. 


A  widow  of  the  name  of  Rugg,  hav- 
ing taken  Sir  Charles  Price  for  her 
second  husband,  was  asked  by  a  friend 
how  she  liked  the  change. 

"Oh,"  she  replied,  "I  parted  with 
my  old  Rugg  for  a  good  Price." 

A  Los  Angeles  parrot  yelled  fire  just 
in  time.  The  alarm  was  rung  and  the 
firemen  came  and  saw  and  conquered. 


NEW 

MONTHLY  INCOME  BONDS 

NEW 

A   new    idea  added  to  the   Popular   Monthly 
Installment    Insurance.     Gives  the    Agent    a 
ready  opening  by  gaining  the  prospect's  will- 
ing attention.     Complete  Line,  Life,  Limited 
Pay,  Endowments 

For  Contracts,  address  I   A.  Ewing,  General  Manager,  or  Chas.  A.  Cohen. 
Supervisor  of  Agencies,  Home  Office 

SAN    FRANCISCO  LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

San  Francisco,   California 

Southern  California  Territory,  Address  W.        Cramer,  President 
SOUTHERN  AGENCY  COMPANY 
1129  Marsh-Strong  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Territory  in  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Arizona,  Nevada 

NEW 

NEW 

ORGANIZED    179  7 

The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 

Assets,   Over $13,000,000.00 

Losses  Paid,   Over        ,         .         .         .         .      $100,000,000.00 
Pacific    Department  : 
J.   L   FULLER,   Manager  332  Pine  Street 


FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 

108-110  Sansome  Street,        -       San  Francisco,    Cal. 
A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 


Is 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIX  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  ^  Mercantile 

Insurance   Company  of  London  and  Edinburgh 

Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 


ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 

(which  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Co) 


$8,926,952.00 


E.  G.  mC HARDS,  Manager 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  Representatives: 

E.  J.  Young,  201  American  Bank  Bldg.,  Seattle  :  P.  W.  Gedney,  504  Empire  State  Bldg.,  Spokane, Wash.. 
E.  C.  Willey,  1645  TremontSt.,  Denver.  Colo.  ;C.  Harris.  515  Title  Ins.  Bldg.. Los  Angels;  H.  E.  Smith 
224  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland,  Or. ;    G.W.Dearborn,  F.  J.  Schoeneman,  C.  F.  Milliman,  San    Francisco 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.   Have  you  any  business  ?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

TMEN 
Hustle!     Get    busy!    Write   to    our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big    company,  Are   you    represented    here?     Ot 
course  the  company  is  represented  there.    Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.     But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its   present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Harm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.     It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an   applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "1  control  $ 

in  premiums."    "My  business  is  chiefly ." 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the   side  or   exclusively,   the    live    companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad   hand  and  the  warm 
eye      They  will  pay  you   a    handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 

Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance    Company 
or    Great    Britain. 

Organized  1824, 

FIRE    -    LIGHTNING     -    TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE    -    SPRINKLER    LEAKAGE 

North  American  Branch: 

Hartford,  Conn. 

JAMES  H.  BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 

FIELD    REPRESENTATIVES! 

FRED  W.  GASTON,  Tacoma,  Wash., 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia. 

JOHN  L.  REAMS.  State  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric   Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUNDSON,   Realty  Building, 

Spokane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco,  CaL, 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  Arizona. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE: 

420  IVIontgomery  Street 

Copperfield,  Or.  was  almost  wiped 
out  by  fire  on  August  13.  This  is  the 
town  where  Oregon's  former  governor 
sent  his  private  secretary,  a  young 
woman,  to  enforce  the  closing  up  of 
the  saloons  with  the  threat  to  send  the 
militia.     There  has  been  bad    feeling 


between  the  "wets"  and  the  "drys" 
ever  since  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
fire  was  of  incendiary  origin.  All  the 
buildings  were  frame  and  cheap.  Only 
one  business  building  was  left.  The 
loss  is  estimated  at  $35,000.  The 
authorities  know  who  started  the   fire  • 
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FIRE 

The  Peoples  Fire  of  New  Orleans  has 
finally  been  liquidated.  The  liquida- 
tor absconded  and  the  stockholders  did 
not  receive  all  their  money  back. 

The  San  Francisco  fire  commission- 
ers want  twenty-eight  jacks,  able  to  lift 
ten  or  fifteen  tons. 

The  Franklin  Fire  agency  changes 
soon. 


Fires  in  California  towns  are  known 
to  have  been  the  result  of  controver- 
sies between  prohibitionists  and  antis. 

Portland,  Ore. — This  growing  city  has  an 
"arson  squad"  as  a  part  of  its  fire  bureau. 
Fire  Marshal  Stevens  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  experienced  firemen  as  a  squad 
to  conduct  arson  investigations.  Wlienever 
there  are  any  suspicious  circumstances  in 
connection  with  a  fire  the  squad  will  investi- 
gate. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  1851) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Surplus $1,076,34^7.75 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

3  40    CALIFORNIA   STREET        ...        SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  HENLEY  &  SCOTT,  Managers. 


TOTAL  ASSETS  REPRESENTED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co. 

of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  III. 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 
202  -  204  Sansome  St,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


22,000     EDITION 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
12th  EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey  Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.50 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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FIRES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST 


Portland,  Ore.,  Aug.  11.  —  Three 
firemen  were  crushed  in  the  collapse 
of  a  wall  in  a  fire  which  destroyed  the 
hop  and  wool  warehouse  of  the  Oregon- 
Washington  Railroad  and  Navigation 
Company  at  Twelth  and  Kearney 
streets  this  afternoon.  Two  of  them 
may  die.  A  fourth  fireman  was  over- 
come by  heat. 

Tacoma,  Aug.  9. — Fire  at  the  Capi- 
tal Mills,  near  Winlock,  Wash.,  dam- 
aged the  plant  owned  by  the  J.  A. 
Veness  Lumber  Company  to  the  extent 
of  S17.5,000.  Nearly  10,000,000  feet 
of  lumber  was  destroyed. 

Chino,  Cal.,  Aug.  9.  —  Three  barns 
and  six  hundred  tons  of  hay,  valued 
at  between  $12,000  and  $15,000,  were 
destroyed  today  by  a  fire  which  au- 
thorities believe  was  started  by  the 
same  incendiaries  who  fired  seven 
barns  here  last  week. 

Antioch,  Cal.,  Aug.  9. — Frie  of  un- 
known origin  destroyed  3,000  tons  of 
straw  Sunday  in  the  yards  of  the 
California  Paper  and  Board  Mills, 
causing  a  loss  estimated  at  $30,000. 
When  the  fire  was  under  control  a 
second  blaze  was  discovered  in  a  dis- 
tant part  of  the  yards,  A  large  ware- 
house and  its  contents  owned  by  the 
same  firm  was  burned  two  months  ago. 

San  Diego,  Aug.  9.  —  The  police 
force  is  today  searching  for  the  firebug 
who,  for  two  months,  has  terrorized 
residents  of  the  suburbs  of  La  Jolla, 
and  who  Saturday  night  fired  the 
Episcopal  church  there  and  the  homes 
of  Misses  Ellen  and  Virginia  Scripps. 
Fire   fighters   saved    the    church,    but 


Miss  Virginia  Scripps'  home  was 
burned  to  the  ground,  and  the  resi- 
dence of  Miss  Ellen  Scripps'  was 
gutted.  The  contents,  including  some 
fine  works  of  art,  are  a  total  loss.  The 
damage  is  estimated  at  $50,000. 
Empty  kerosene  cans  founi  after  Sat- 
urday night's  fires  and  a  cut  screen  at 
Miss  Ellen  Scripps'  home  gave  evi- 
dence that  the  fires  were  the  work  of  a 
firebug. 

Fire  at  midnight  of  .July  25  destroyed 
barns  and  a  garage  in  the  fine  resi- 
dence district  of  Red  Bluff,  Cal.  Sev- 
eral automobiles  were  burned. 

Old  Spark   Frees    New    Sparks;    Sparks 
Loses   40,000,000  Sparkers 

This  is  the  wa}'  the  Los  Angeles 
Tribune  tells  it : 

A.  B.  Sparks  is  his  name  and  sparks 
are  his  Nemesis. 

Not  the  only  thing  inflammable 
about  him  is  his  name,  for  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  American  garage  at 
2818  North  Main  street,  in  the  rear  of 
which  was  a  tank  of  gasoline. 

A  spark  of  undetermined  origin  was 
wafted  last  night  into  the  fecund  con- 
fines of  Mr.  Sparks'  gasoline  tank. 

Result:  The  destruction  of  the  tank, 
$40  worth  of  gasoline  and  the  produc- 
tion of  about  40,000,000  sparks. 

One  of  the  new-bom  sparks  ignited 
the  garage  and  it  was  damaged  to  the 
extent  of  825.  Another  flew  to  a  barn 
belonging  to  F.  M.  Graham  and  it  was 
damaged  to  the  extent  of  $5. 

"Wonder  if  this  is  a  spark  plug," 
commented  a  fireman  as  he  attached 
the  hose  to  a  nearby  fireplug. 
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Royal  ExcKahge  Assurance 


OF     LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 
Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY,  United  States  Mgr. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING,   State  Agent 

For    Oregron,  Washingrton    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING.  SEATTLE 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED  1782 


MV.  IRVIIVO 

General  Agent    for  Pacific  Coast 

R.  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 


3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 


CANTON 


I 


nsurance 


Offi 


ice 


(LIMITED) 
OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)        .       .       $   250,000  00 

Cash  Assets  (Gold)  -  -  -  2,745.650  72 
Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,941.508  60 
Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -       399,500  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


PARROTT    &  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882- 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San   Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


The  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Head  Office  for  United  States: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates. 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen's 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        •        •        San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal   Insurance    Building 
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W0RLD5  INSURANCE  CONGRESS 

3AN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF. 

OCTOBER.  4—16 


PACIFIC  COAST 

Imperial  Valley,  Cal.,  has  been 
shipping  as  many  as  237  carloads, 
mostly  cantaloups,  per  day  to  the  East. 

The  importation  of  Chinese  eggs  has 
had  a  bad  effect  on  the  egg  industry 
on  this  Coast,  notably  in  California. 
The  Chinese  farm  hand  receives  10 
cents  a  day,  while  the  Coast  farm 
hand  is  paid  from  SI. 50  to  $2  a  day. 
The  recent  removal  of  the  tariff  on  egg 
importations  has  brought  the  busy 
Chinese  hen  product  to  this  country 
in  enormous  quantities.  Last  year 
3,600,000  dozen  eggs  came  from 
Shanghai  alone— bought  at  5  cents  a 
dozen.  Anyone  who  knows  anything 
of  Chinese  gardening  and  farming,  and 
the  general  use  of  night  manure,  will 
not  knowingly  eat  a  Chinese  egg.  The 
sewerage  conditions  in  Mexico  are  not 
worse — and  the  wise  tourist  never  eats 
chickens  or  eggs  in  Mexico  City. 

Fresno  county,  Cal.,  has  increased 
the  assessed  valuation  of  its  property 
300  percent  in  the  past  fifteen  years. 

Los  Angeles's  total  assessed  valua- 
tion is  $421,466,000,  again  of  S5,000,- 
000. 

We  believe  that  words  borrowed  and 
adopted  from  foreign  languages  should 
be  Anglocised  and  Americanized  as 
soon  as  possible.  We  therefore  prefer 
employee  to  employe  (ay). 


LIFE 

N.  Y.  State  Ins.  Dept.  Report,  Part 
2,  says  of  American  life  insurance: 

"The  business  of  1914  as  a  whole, 
taking  into  consideration  the  deplor- 
able state  of  affairs  in  Europe  and  the 
somewhat  unfavorable  business  condi- 
tions of  the  past  year  in  this  country, 
.shows  that  the  solidity  and  well  being 
hf  the  life  companies  reporting  to  this 
department  cannot  be  unfavorably 
affected  in  a  great  degree  even  bj'  such 
extraordinary  contingencies  as  the 
European  war  presents.  It  has  grown 
much  too  stable  for  that,  and,  except 
perhaps  in  the  event  of  some  world- 
wide and  long  continued  financial 
panic  or  disaster,  will  without  doubt 
continue  to  show  the  usual  satisfactory 
results  at  the  close  of  each  succeeding 
year.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
the  present  highlj'  efficient,  careful  and 
con.servative  management  of  the  com- 
panies as  a  whole  is  not  exceeded  by 
that  of  any  other  class  of  corporations 
doing  business  in  this  country  or  prob- 
ably for  that  matter  in  the  world." 

Catholic  Order  of  Foresters  now 
pay  members  seventy  years  old  their 
life  insurance  in  ten  annual  payments, 
thus  giving  the  old  folks  a  chance  to 
use  their  own  money. 
FIRE 

The  London  &  Lancashire  will  con- 
tinue its  new  purchase  the  Austral- 
asian Mutual  as  a  separat-e  company. 

Some  careless  fellow  tossed  a  cigar- 
ette-stub into  J.  E.  Ebert's  automobile 
at  the  curb  in  Yuba  City,  Cal.,  and 
set  fire  to  the  rol^e.  A  few  minutes 
later  the  gasoline  tank  would  have 
been  ablaze. 
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Office   of   EdA^^ard   E.    Potter 

General    Agent 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,   without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL   AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE   ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble    of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.   E.  POTTER    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the  Best   Insurance   While   You  Are  About  It 
It   Costs    No    More 

°'r"R,^S"  GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New   York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .$5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .   .    .$2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .  $3,889,296  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .   $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits   ...  $  432,560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  INDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    .    .    ^3.053.576  00         Undivided  Profits    .    .    .    $811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg'  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .$1,080.978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits   .    .    .    $173.718  00 

EDWARD  E.   POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.   W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Gal. 
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AUGUST 


ACCIDENT 


A  California  farmer  carried  a  bottle 
of  carbolic  acid  in  his  hip  pocket  for 
spraying  plants.  The  bottle  broke  in 
his  pocket  and  the  acid  burned  its  way 
into  his  flesh  and  caused  the  farmer's 
death. 

A  soda-water  stand  man  in  a  Cali- 
fornia town  lost  his  left  eye.  A  bottle 
of  the  soda  burst  while  on  the  stand 
in  front  of  the  dealer.  A  piece  of 
broken  glass  penetrated  the  left  eye- 
ball and  destroj-ed  the  sight  of  it.  A 
surgical  operation  was  necessary  to 
save  the  right  eye. 

A  young  woman  near  Chico,  Cal., 
while  standing  on  a  damp  floor 
grasped  an  improperly  insulated  elec- 
tric iron.  Unable  to  let  go  she  was 
badly  burned  until  her  father  tore  the 
wire  from  its  socket.  He  was  burned 
also.  In  the  Kansas  building  at  the 
fair  in  San  Francisco  the  woman  com- 
missioner in  charge  was  standing  in  a 
bathtub  when  an  electric-wire  became 
detached  and  fell  into  the  tub.  The 
water  became  highly  electric  charged 
and  the  bather  screamed.  Attendants 
broke  the  door  down  and  released  the 
commissioner  just  in  time  to  prevent 
serious  consequences.  Bad  wirnig  is 
dangerous  to  life  as  well  as  property. 

It  is  said  that  one  good  reason  there 
was  so  little  insurance  on  the  lives  and 
persons  of  the  1,300  victims  of  the 
capsized  Eastland  at  Chicago  is  that 
their    employing     electric     company 


ANCE 

In  its  44th  year 

wouldn't  allow  insurance  solicitors  in 

the  works.    This  may  be  true — ^or  not. 

FIRE 

Of  Atlanta's  8533,000  six  months 
city  premiums  the  Hartford  leads  with 
828,058. 

San  Francisco  now  has,  in  its  fire 
department,  a  fl\'ing  squad  wagon.  It 
is  equipped  with  various  apparatus  for 
saving  life  and  protecting  firemen 
while  at  work.  In  the  car  are  life 
nets,  pulmotors,  smoke  helmets,  life- 
lines, Pompeian  ladders,  and  a  com- 
plete first  aid  outfit. 

After  October  1  no  fire  company  in 

Oklahoma  will  be  allowed  to  use    the 

name  "Underwriters"  in  its  policies, 

unless  it  is    a    part    of   the    corporate 

name.     The  attorney-general  has  ruled 

that    "Underwriters"    is    a    deceptive 

word. 

LIFE 

New  York  state  has  7,178,445  poli- 
cies in  force,  both  "ordinary"  and 
"industrial."  This  is  about  four-fifths 
of  one  policy  per  head  of  population. 
The  average  insurance  is  less  than  S500 
per  policy. 

Causes  of  Deaths 

The  Xew  York  Life  reports  in  three 
months  2,541  deaths,  of  which  the 
largest  number  ^vas  caused  by  con- 
sumption; heart  disease  about  the 
same;  pneumonia  about  the  same; 
Brights  disease  nearly  as  man^'; 
t3"phoid  fever,  1  percent;  war  caused 
105  deaths  or  4  percent;  accidents,  96 
deaths,  or  nearly  4  percent. 
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STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER     $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 

OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE   UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 

OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Erancisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices  :    Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED   IN   EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


*    /' 
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1863 


S2nd  YEAR 


1915 


riRE 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized  in  1863 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  nnder  the   Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 

LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 


A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE   SECRETARY 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON,  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building  Boston,  Mass. 


Southeastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 

Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ  HERRMANN.  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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NO.  9 
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191S 
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INSURANCE 


PROTECTION 


ReVieW 


An     Insurance     Journal     and     Directory 
IN    ITS    FORTY-FOURTH     YEAR 

San   Francisco :     122  Halleck  Street  Telephone  Suiter  1 732 

The  Ontu  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West  INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO,,  Publishers 


Bill  Nye  on  Roman  Insurance 

Wobbling  Wubben  Wriggles  Wrong 

World's  Insurance  Congress  October  4-16 

Arson  Rings  in  Portland  and  Oakland 

Canadian  Fire  Insurance 

Schedule  Rating— W.  S.  DuVal 

Classification  and  Lines— W.  H.  Gibbons 

California  Standard  Form— H.  A.  Thornton 

Twenty  and  Thirty  Years  Ago 

Railroad  Fire  Insurance— Earnest  B.  Boyd 

Fresno  Is  in  the  Limelight 

Mutual  Life's  Bronze  Medal 

American  Life  Insurance  Totals 

Local  Agent's  Widow  Sues  Accident  Insurers 

California  Compensation 

Gallegos  and  Done  Resign 

Many  I.  W.  W.  Fires  in  California 


Circulating  Extensively  in  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


^= 


Price  25  Cents 
$3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan,  China  and 
Austrahisia 


=/ 


TKe    Great    Fire    Insxirance    Company    of    tKe     W^orld 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,    -     $14,783,618.69 


Established  1836 


Entered  U.  S. 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the   l8t  of  January.  1915.  in  accordanc< 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

Assets $14,783,618.69 

Liabilities 9,961.463.20 


surplus $  4,822.155.49 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  a  year  o: 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  Policyholders: 

Year.  Assets  at  January  1.  Income.  Expenditure. 

1906    (San  Francisco  Fire)  ...    $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12.335.%!  

Thus  showing  ExcF.ss  OF  Expenditure  of $1,744,116 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 101,013 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  l.VITED  STATES  BRANCH:    Net  premiums;     1848.  $4,519:  1858.  $471,988; 
1868.  $1,739,620:  1878.  $2,422,126   1888,  $3,928,010;  1898.  $4,979,422;  1908,  $7,427,618;  1914,  $8,667,549. 
LOSSES.— The  amount  pn':'   in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Looses  in  the  United  States  to  the  beffinuing  of  the  present 
year  exceeds  $142  000.000.     Ibis  large  sum,  in  conjuration  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business  .evin- 
ces the  confidence  of  the  p'.bli'^  and  the  faithfulness  witn  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled. 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manag 

THOS.  H.  ANDERSON,  Asst   Mai 


Pacific  Department  Established  1852 
In  Contpauj/'s  New  Biiilding 
-444  California  at..  San  Frdncisro 

Special    Agents : 

K.  G.  BRUSH  R    H,  ROUXTREE  HARRISON  lIorSEWORTH  LOGAN  B.  CHANDLI 

GEORGE  F.OUERRAZ  CHESTER  .S.  MYRICK  F.  E.  ATKINS  GEO.  J. 


^.. 
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Conflagration-Proof  Insurance 


Losses  paid  to  date,  -  .  over   $166,000,000 


PAOnC  DEPARTMENT 
GERMAN  i       I  PHOENIX       ^ 

AmericaM-  if ■,  .^,  M     Of  hartfoP'* 

mm 

GERMAN  '>^:Hf  pROTECTOl^ 

Alliance-  ^"^^^^^    IJnderwwtew 
Equitable  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  C9. 

Geo.  H  Tyson  General  Agent. 

Herbert  Folqer.  AssTQENuAfitMi 
SAN  FRANCISCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets  Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  ever^  City,  town  or  Village 


mm 
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Representing 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  Ne"w  YorK 
You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  '^oldest  company  in  America"  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  to  Prodiicing  Affents,  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice- President 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


Black  Hand  at  San   Jose 

San  Jose,  Cal.,  Sept.  5. — After  three 
years  of  collecting  specimens  of  hand- 
writing of  practically  every  Italian  in 
Santa  Clara  county  and  comparing 
them  with  Black  Hand  letters  ad- 
dressed to  wealthy  men  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  San  Jose,  Detective  W.  J. 
Dreischmeyer  of  the  district  attorney's 
office  today  arrested  Tony  Di  Franco, 
59  Grant  street,  and  Joseph  Vetrano, 
manager  of  the  Sicilia  Club.  The  men 
are  now  in  prison  and  will  be  charged 
with  attempted  extortion  in  a  dozen 
complaints. 

Population 

New  York  state  population  is  in- 
creasing at  the  rate  of  only  1.34  percent 
aj^ear  in  the  past  five  years.  In  the 
previous  five    years  the   increase    was 


2.50  percent.  The  increase  for  the 
whole  country  is  a  little  over  2  percent 
a  year.  New  York  city  has  5,066,222 
population  and  the  state  has  9,773,817. 
The  population  of  the  United  States  is 
101,000,000.  The  population  of  Cali- 
fornia   is    now    estimated    at    3,000,- 

000. 

Quakes 

San  Diego,  Sept.  7. — Tonight  a  five- 
seconds  quake  disturbed  things  slightly, 
especially  among  the  higher-ups  on  the 
heights.  Damage  slight,  except  as  to 
feelings. 

Jutiapa,  Guatemala,  Sept.  7. — This 
capital  of  the  state  of  Jutiapa  was 
greatly  damaged  by  earthquake  today. 
Population  16,000.     Loss  of  life. 


The  Oregon   Life  reports   increased 
business. 
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INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Co. 


Cash  Capital, 
Net  Surplus, 
Total  Assets, 


$400,000  OO 

191,636  OO 

1,  Ml,  200  00 


E.  T.  NIBBLING,  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

JOHN  E.  COSGROVE,  Assistant  Secretary 


HOME  OFFICE 


Company's  Building.  550-558  Sacramento   St. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

Special  AgBnts  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  H.  DUNKINFIELD,  Seattle.  Washington;  R.  H.  McCURDY,  Portland. 

Oregon;  LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles;  J.  J.  CLAYTON,  San  Francisco. 

B    A.  SIFFORD,  San  Francisco 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  tlie  rate  of  "  Dollar  for  Dollar." 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 


OF  LIVERPOOL,  ENG. 


New  York  Department 

57   and   59    William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


LONDON & 
LANCASHIRE  J 

,    FIRE    1 

^  INSUIIANCE  COMPANY  i 
gf'  -^         LTD.       _^^. 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 

Geo.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt.     San  Francisco    w.  B.  Hopkins,  cocal  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt..     Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
SPECIAL   AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond San  Francisco  David  H.  Parry Seattle 

W.  W.  Gilmore Sacramento  N.  Gardner Denver 

J.P.Hague     Los  Angeles  N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr .Salt  Lake  City 

G.  L.  Goodell Portland 
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Dacific  Coast 
(*asualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR—AUTOMOBILE—PERSONAL AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSUFIANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 

SAN    FRANCISCO 


THE 

Standard  Accident 

Insurance  Company 

Of  Detroit,  Mich. 


LEW  W.  BOWEN,  President 

Cash  Capital, 
Gross  Assets, 
Claims  Paid, 


J.  S.  HEATON,  Secy. 

$1,000,000 

4,930,330 

19,565,180 


Writes  Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance. 
Accident  Policies  Provide  for — Unlimited  In- 
demnity, Beneficiary  Benefits.  Accumula- 
tions, Optional  Benefits,  Hospital  Indemnity. 
Combination  Features.  Surgeons'  Fees  Where 
no  Claim  for  Disability  is  Made,  Special 
Benefits     for     Sunstroke.      Freezing,      Etc. 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  for  Women. 
Contracts  Practically  Without  Conditions. 

CLARENCE  F.  BRIG6S, 

Slpt.  Pacific  Coast  Department. 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho.  Nevada,  Ari- 
zona, Utah,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


Mills  Bldg., 


San  Francisco 


H.   H.  HAIGHT.  District  Agent. 
Contracts  Unexcelled.       Agents  Everywhere. 


Balloon    Bomb   Insurance 

The  Government  Aircraft  Insurance 
Scheme  does  not  appear  to  have  found 
much  favor  with  certain  puljlic  bodies, 
though  Zeppelin  raiders  have  been 
busy  again.  The  London  district  has 
been  visited,  but  the  Metropolitan  Asy- 
lums Board  has  decided  not  to  take  up 
air  insurance,  which,  perhaps,  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  none  of 
the  members  will  be  personally  liable 
for  anything  should  trouble  occur. 
Nor  is  the  Manchester  Corjwration  tak- 
ing anj'  action  in  the  matter.  Of 
course,  with  rate-supported  bodies  the 
men  who  come  to  such  resolutions  will 
suffer  no  more  than  the  ordinary  mem- 
ber of  the  community-  should  di.saster 
occur.  With  experience,  and  the  con- 
tinued work  of  skilled  hands  and  fer- 
tile brains,  our  enemies  may,  from 
their  point  of  view,  improve  their  Zep- 
pelins. It  is  not  impossible  that  the 
raiius  of  destruction  may  steadily  in- 
crease. Whether  Manchester  is  likely 
to  be  visited  or  not,  the  towns  and 
cities  with  little  or  no  apparent  risk 
should  help  to  pay  for  the  mischief 
done  by  Zeppelins  in  places  in  which 
death  and  destruction  may  be  sown  by 
boml>s  at  an}-  time.  With  this  form 
of  insurance  the  law  of  average  should 
come  in  just  as  strongly  as  any  other, 
if  only  from  the  point  of  patriotic  duty. 
It  is  only  right  and  proper  that  Man- 
chester, and  other  towns  outside  the 
present  Zepj)elin  zone,  should  help  to 
p-ay  for  the  lo~-t\-?  inflicted  on  the  East 
Coast. — The  Review,  London. 


The  torpedue<l  Arabic  was  valued  at 
8950,000. 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance   Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,   1915,   $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
201    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,   Manager 

S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW, 
SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConoell     C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A.  Lathrop 


TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast   Review   for   Sf)ecial   Offer   to 
new   subscribers. 

Broker   Pinched 

"I  just  blew  in,  and  want  to  plead 
guilty  to  the  chai'ge  of  speeding  against 
me.  How  many  beans,  judge?"  said 
D.  C.  Partridge,  Oakland  insurance 
broker,  to  Justice  of  the  Peace  Towse 
of  Hay  ward. 

"It  will  cost  you  just  tive  beans 
more  than  any  one  else,  $30  or  six 
-days,  replied  the  judge. 

Partridge,  not  being  able  to  paj^  the 
tine,  was  taken  to  the  county  jail  in 
Oakland  to  serve  out  the  fine. 

Recent  temperature  in  Los  Angeles 
^4  in  shade. 

Benj.  Franklin  was  his  father's  fif- 
teenth child. 


TK< 


Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
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The  Continental  (Fire)  Insurance  Co. 

The  Strongest  American  Company 


Home  Office 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


Western  Office 
332  So.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago 


Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

An  Active  Supporter  of  the  American  Agency  System 

Home  Office  Western  Office 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  137  So.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago 

American  Eagle  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Incorporated  to  meet  the  wishes  of  American  Agents  and 
take  over  the  business  of  the  Fidelity  Underwriters 


HENRY  EVANS,  President 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 
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OF    LONDON 


/d(3. 


(51) 


OF    L< 


Founded  in  1714 


Founded  in  1806 
PACIFIC   COAST    DEPARTMENT:     Insurance  Exchange,    San   Francisco 

HARRY   H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW,  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL  AGENTS;     F.  A.  Sfahl,  San  Francisco;    F.  F.  Richards,  Los  Anfeles;    W.  J.  Kulp,  Denver;  M.  B.  Boothby,  Portland 
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PACIFIC    COAST    FIRES 


Aberdeen,  Wash.,  Aug.  26. — Ander- 
son &  Middleton  mill  yard  and  lumber. 
Incendiary  probably. 

Santa  Clara,  Or.,  Aug.  29.  — J.  M. 
Stark  barn  and  grain  and  hay,  etc., 
burned  by  incendiary  fire. 

Colfax,  Wash.,  Aug.  30. — Separator 
and  stacks  of  "headed"  grain  burned, 
following  a  smut  explosion. 


Delano,  Cal.,  Aug.  24. — A.  Lagier 
building  and  one  other  and  contents 
burned. 

Pullman,  Wash.,  Aug.  25. —Two 
separators  and  wheat  in  sack  and 
shock  burned. 

Grass  Valley,  Cal.,  Sept.  13.  —  A 
paid  fire  department  is  in  prospect. 
Equipment  will  be  motor. 


San    Diego,    Sept.     12.  —  Masonic  Madera,    Cal.,  Sept.    2.— The  Fair- 

Temple    badly  burned    today.        Fire      ^lead    inn,    35    rooms    on   one  floor, 
lasted  an  hour.     Loss  $35,000.  burned  today.     Loss  $7,000. 


Woodland,  Cal.,  Sept.  11.  —  Barn 
and  hay  and  ag.  implements  of  J.  L. 
Alexander  and  E.  E.  Hooper  burned. 
Loss  $1,500.  Believed  an  I.  W.  W. 
fire. 

Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  Aug.  29.  — 
Fire  on  Fred  Smith's  place  destroyed 
390  sacks  of  barley  and  spread  to 
Jake  Schmidt's  place  and  destroyed  a 
lot  of  sacked  grain. 

Fresno,  Sept.  12. — Headquarters  of 
the  criminal  I.  W.  W.  partly  destroyed 
tonight  by  fire.  Ventura  rooming 
house  and  Michael  O'Keefe  dwg 
completely  destroyed.  Fire  believed 
incendiary,  set  by  I.  W.  W. 

Barstow,  Cal.,  Sept.  9. — Fire  tonight 
completely  destroyed  Clarence  Crook's 
residence  on  the  Crook  dairy  ranch  one 
mile  west  of  town.  Mr.  Crook  lit  the 
gasoline  stove  to  heat  water  for  a  bath 
and  went  to  the  barn,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed the  stove  exploded  during  his 
absence. 


Dixie,  Wash.,  Aug.  30.  —  Albert 
Wilson  genl  mdse  store  burned;  also 
two  other  buildings  and  nearby  wheat 
stubblefield  and  2,000 stacks  of  wheat. 

Madera,  Cal.,  Sept.  11. — About  100 
yards  flume  Sugar  Pine  Lumber  Co. 
near  Salt  Springs  burned;  also  60,000 
feet  of  lumber.  Fire  spread  to  vicinity 
of  Oakhurst.     Believed  incendiary. 

Hoquiam,  Wash,  Sept.  14.  —  The 
near-by  ocean  Cohasset  Beach  hotel 
burned  today,  with  $13,000  loss.  The 
hotel  had  been  closed  several  days. 
Much  speculation  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
fire. 

Bellingham,  Wash.,  Sept.  14.  — 
County  court  house  damaged  $800  by 
fire  accidentally  started  by  prisoner 
trying  to  escape  from  jail  below. 
Papers  on  the  courthouse  floor  were 
ignited  by  the  prisoner's  candle  thrust 
through  the  hole  he  was  cutting.  Did 
you  ever! 
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"  THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY  OF  AMERICA." 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 


ncorporated    1819 


Cash  Assets  Now 

$23,400,526.99 


Losses  Paid 
in 

96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 


Net  Surplus 

$6,638,448.39 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 

All  Losses  Paid  In  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  M.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON,  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents 

y  Main  Office,    301    California  Street  ^ 

5?  SAN    FRANCISCO  ^ 

I]                                                               SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS  U 

&                                                                 J.  A.  MURPHY,  General  Adjuster  S 

A  H.  F.  M[LLS.             JOHN   P.   BREEDEN,              GEO.  F.  ROBERTS,              FRED  H.  RAOADS.  H.E.  O'BRIEN,      A 

\j                                              J.   A.  GALLAGHER,            G.  S.   MARINER,            E.   V.   CULVER.  \} 

IP  This  Company  has  absolutely  no  connection  with  any  other  corporation  ^ 

f]  bearing  the  name  of  ^Etna.  II 
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HARTrORD  riRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,    MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 


Assets,  January  1,1915,      $26,954,099  46 
Surplus  to  Policyholders.  9,543,103  12 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND,  Assistant  General   Agent 

43  Q  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 
441  CALIFORNIA  ST. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E.  DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 


J.  J.  DENNIS,  Portland.  Ore. 

MILTON  E.  SPAULDING,  SanFrancisco.Cal. 

ROBERT  E    DOLLARD,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

W.  S.  DENNIS,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

L.  H.  EARLEi,  San  Francisco,   Cal. 


C.  E.  MILLER.  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah 
NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane,  Wash. 
P.  H.  GRIFFITH,  Los  Angeles,   CaL 
ERNEST  E.  PRICE,  Los  Angeles,  CaL 
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INSURANCE 

Subscription,  $3  a  Year  In  the  4oth  Year  Foreign,  $3.50 

Volume  >>8  San  Francisco,    California,   U.  S.  A.  Number  nine 

Entered  at  San  Francisco  Postoffice  as  second-class  mail  matter 


The  World's  insurance  Con- 
gress begins  its  sessions  in  the  civic 
auditorium,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition, 
on  October  4.  Many  insurance  men  are 
coming  from  the  country  to  attend  the 
congres.-!.  San  Francisco  and  Alameda 
county  insurance  men  should  certainly 
attend  the  congress. 

XX 

All  the  papers  prepared  for 
the  congress  are  first  rate,  except  one. 
The  program,  which  we  summarize  else- 
where, is  varied,  pertains  to  present 
problems,  and  is  representative  as  to 
w^riters.  Some  50.000  programs  have 
liad  a  wide  distribution. 

XX 

Fires  in  excess  of  number 
and  loss  continue  on  this  Coast.  Just 
now  California  suffers  most,  partly  from 
the  incendiary  propoganda  of  the  crim- 
inal I.  W.  W.  who  have  been  allowed  to 
preach  arson  on  the  streets,  whi-ch  are 
government  property. 

(Governor  Johnson  plainly 
told  these  fellows,  who  by  night  post 
threats,  that  no  campaign  of  threats  or 
arson  would  persuade  him  to  pardon  the 
two  I.  W.  W.  who  are  in  prison  for 
murder.  This  pardon  is  the  object  of 
the  recent  incendiary  conspiracy  which 
has  cost  the  fire  underwriters  .many 
thousands  of  dollars. 


The  Knights  of  Honor  order 
continues  ill,  with  falling  receipts  and 
a.«cending  death  claims.  The  payment 
of  death  claims  is  some  seven  months 
behind.  The  order  is  bankrupt  because 
its  overdue  claims  are  about  double  its 
assets  on  hand.  The  retirement  of  the 
best  lives  leaves  the  remaining  member- 
ship substandard,  the  mortality  rate 
being  a  fourth  higher  than  accepted  mor- 
tality tables.  If  you  love  these  Knights 
these  days,  prepare  to  shed  tears. 

XX 
Last  year  five    British    fire 
offices  paid  out  more  for  losses  and  ex- 
penses than  they  received  in  premiums. 

XX 

The  man  who  spins  always 
wins:  the  man  who  works  never  shirks: 
the  man  who  smiles  never  "riles:"  the 
man  who  fasts  never  lasts:  the  man  who 
insures  long  endures:  the  man  who  reads 
always  leads:  the  man  who  thinks  knows 
no  jynx:  the  honest  fellow  may  get 
mellow  but  he's  no  streak  of  yellow: 
and  only  the  nasty  "pill"  fails  to  pay 
his  subscription  bill. 

XX 

Generally  when  a  broker  or 
other   advertises    as  an  "insurance   ex- 
pert" it  is  a  good  sign  —  a  sign  that  he 
doesn't  know  much  about  insurance. 

XX 

Fireman's  Fund  reinsures  Atlanta  Home. 
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Fire    Insxirance    In    Sxipreme    Covirts 


California— Ami-rlviin    Can    Co.    v.    Agricnl- 
tiiral  Ins.  Co.,  150  Pac.  Rep.  996,  Sept.  6. 

Appeal 

and  Error 

In  so  far  as  tlie  pleadings,  as  framed  for 
the  purposes  of  the  second  trial,  permit  the 
same  issue  to  be  presented  as  that  tendered 
upon  tiie  first  trial,  the  decision  of  the  appel- 
late district  court  in  its  main  opinion  upon 
the  former  appeal  is  the  law  of  the  case. 

Renewal  Slips- 
Expiration  Notices 

In  an  action  where  the  complaint  alleged 
an  agreement  for  the  renewal  of  the  insur- 
ance initiated  by  the  action  of  the  insured's 
employee  in  bringing  to  the  insurer's  office 
the  written  renewal  shps  and  their  receipt 
and  acceptance  on  behalf  of  the  insurer,  and 
where  the  court  held  that  the  evidence  was 
not  sufficient  to  show  that  the  minds  of  the 
parties  met  in  the  renewal  of  the  policy,  or 
at  any  time  before  the  destruction  of  the 
property,  and  ruled  that  the  alleged  agree- 
ment of  renewal  was  one  in  which  the  in- 
sured had  made  the  initial  offer  for  a  re- 
newal, which  offer  the  insurer  was  not 
shown  to  have  accepted,  the  supplemental 
opinion,  on  denial  of  tiie  petition  for  a  re- 
hearing, holding  that  the  mere  general 
statement  of  the  insured's  employee  that  it 
was  customary  for  insurers  to  send  out  ex- 
piration notices,  was  insufficient  to  show 
that  the  in-^urer  sent  insured  a  note  solicit- 
ing a  renewal  of  the  policy,  was  not  the  law 
of  the  case  in  a  second  appeal,  wherein  the 
insured  amended  his  original  complaint  so 
as  to  permit  proof  that  the  initial  step,  look- 
ing toward  a  renewal  of  the  policy,  was 
taken  by  the  insurer. 

Offer  and 

Acceptance 

Under  Civ.  Code,  §  lo82,  prescribing  the 
mode  of  communicating  acceptance  of  a  i)ro- 
posal,  and  section  15S3,  declaring  when  the 
communication  shall  be  deemed  complete, 
the  insurer's  act  in  sending  the  insured  an 
3xpiration  notice,  soliciting  a  renewal  of  the 
policy  whereupon  the  insured  presented  the 
renewal  slips  to  the  insurer's  agent,  would 


complete  an  agreement  for  the  renewal  of 
the  policy  so  as  to  have  entitled  the  insured 
to  recover  for  subsequent  loss,  even  though 
the  insurer's  agent  did  not  examine  the  re- 
newal slips  or  know  of  their  contents  before 
the  loss. 

Presumption 

of  Renewal 

Under  Code  Civ.  Proc.  §  196H,  subd.  20, 
providing  that  it  will  be  presumed  that  the 
ordinary  course  of  business  has  been  fol- 
lowed, proof  that  it  was  the  usual  custom 
of  defendant  insurance  company  to  send  out 
expiration  notices  raised  a  presumption  tliat 
it  did  transmit  an  expiration  notice  to  the 
insured  at  some  time  before  the  expiration 
of  the  policy. 

Question 

for  Jury 

In  an  action  to  recover  upon  an  alleged 
renewal  of  a  policy  of  fire  insurance,  where 
the  loss  occurred  on  the  day  following  the 
expiration  of  the  original  policy,  held,  on 
the  evidence,  that  whether  the  insurer's  ex- 
piration notice  contained  an  offeror  solicita- 
tion for  the  renewal  of  the  policy  was  for  the 
inry. 

This  was  an  action  to  recover  $3,000. 
Original  complaint  was  filed  on  November 
19,  1906.  Policy  expired  at  noon,  April  18, 
1906.  Renewal  slips,  as  tes'.ified,  were 
brought  to  defendant's  agent  on  evening  of 
April  17.  Plaintiff  recovered  judgment  on 
first  trial.  Upon  appeal,  this  judgment  was 
reversed. 

The  court  of  appeals  concludes:  The  fact 
that  the  inference  may  fairly  arise  from  this 
testimony  that  the  expiration  notice  did 
contain  an  offer  or  solicitation  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  policy  furnishes  a  sufficient 
reason  wliy  this  case  should  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury,  whose  proper  funt:tion  it 
would  be  to  determine  whether  or  not  such 
inference  should  be  drawn.  We  think, 
therefore,  that  the  court  erred  in  withdraw- 
ing this  case  from  the  jury  by  its  instruction 
to  return  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  Judg- 
ment and  order  reversed.     150.  P.  !'9G. 


Insurance  in  Court 
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Federal,  F.  C. — Hartford   Fire    Ins.    Co.    v. 

Downey,  22."  Fed.  Rep.  707.     Aug.  26 
"Incumbrance"  By 

Chattel  Mortgage 

A  corporation,  indebted  on  two  notes 
amounting;  to  $22,000,  one  of  which  was 
seenred  by  bonds  secured  by  a  deed  of  trust 
on  its  real  estate,  executed  a  $22,000  note 
and  issued  new  bonds,  secured  by  a  new 
deed  of  trust  on  all  its  property.  The  deed 
was  approved  and  recorded,  and  the  bonds 
were  certified  by  tlie  trustee  and  handed 
over  to  the  creditor.  The  original  notes 
and  security  were  retained  pending  payment 
by  the  corporation  of  accrued  interest. 

Held  that,  though  the  new  note  was  not 
accepted,  and  was  not  to  be  accepted  until 
the  accrued  interest  on  the  old  notes  had 
been  paid  and  they  were  surrendered,  the 
new  deed  of  trust  was  an  "incumbrance," 
within  a  fire  policy  on  the  property  of  the 
corporation,  declaring  that  it  should  be  void 
on  the  property  becoming  incumbered  by  a 
chattel  mortgage. 

This  was  an  action  by  receiver  of  the  S. 
V.  Co.  V.  Hartford  Fire.  Judgment  against 
defendant  insurer  reversed. — 223  F.  707. 


Mortgagee  Recovery — 

Coinsurance  Clause 

Eighty  percent  average  clause,   contained 

in    a  policy   of    fire   insurance,   payable   to 

moitgagee  as  her  intere;::t  appeared,  upon  a 

loss   of  less  than  80    percent    of    the  cash 


value  of  the  property,  held  to  reduce  the 
mortgagee's  recovery  to  the  amount  fixed 
thereby. — Hartwig  v.  American  Ins.  Co., 
15-1  N.  Y.  S.  801.     Aug.  23,  '15. 

Vacancy  and 

Occupancy  Change 

Where  premises  were  insured  as  a  private 
dwelling,  held,  that  insured's  failure  to  con- 
tinue using  them  as  such  and  his  renting  of 
the  property  avoided  the  policy. 

A  temporary  vacancy  of  property  insured 
as  a  private  dwelling  and  thereafter  rented 
out  held  to  pi'eclude  a  recovery  on  a  fire 
policy.  —  Planters'  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Little 
Rock  V.  Steele,  178  S.  \V.  1910,  Sept.  8. 

Mutaal 

A  member  who  had  not  paid  premiums 
was  not  entitled  to  cancel  it  except  by 
special  agreement. 

The  association  could  cancel  the  policy 
only  upon  giving  the  notice  required. 

Insurer,  which  had  notice  that  the  prop- 
erty was  incumbered,  but  acted  so  as  to 
induce  the  insured  to  believe  it  was  in  force, 
held  to  have  waived  the  right  to  claim  a 
forfeiture  of  the  policy  on  that  ground. 

Where  insurer's  agent,  and  not  the  in- 
sured, concealed  that  the  property  was 
incumbered,  held,  that  a  forfeiture  could 
not  be  claimed  under  a  clause  avoiding  the 
policy,  in  case  the  property  was  incumbered. 
69  So.  410 


Miscellaneovis  Insurance  In  Sxipreme  Co\irts 


Cash  Bjx 

Within  Safe 

A  policy  insuring  against  theft  from  a 
safe  entered  by  the  use  of  tools  or  explosives 
applied  to  the  outside  thereof  held  not 
applicable  where  the  only  force  was  applied 
to  the  frame  and  cash  box  within  the  safe. 
Frankel  v.  Massachusetts  Bonding  &  Ins. 
Co.,  177  S.  W.  775. 

Tlie  rule  for  construction  of  a  policy 
against  the  insurer  does  not  authorize  a 
clause  against  theft  by  force  applied  to  the 
outside  of  a  safe  to  be  construed  to  insure 
against  theft  by  force  applied  to  the  cash 
box  within  the  safe. 


A  clause  insuring  against  theft  by  force 
applied  to  a  safe  or  safes  cannot  be  con- 
strued to  apply  to  a  cash  box  within  the 
safe  described  in  the  particular  schedule.  — 
Same. 

Evidence 

Admissible 
In  an  action  on  a  theft  policy  to  recover 
the  value  of  jewels,  which  were  obtained 
from  plaintiff  by  fraud,  evidence  of  her 
reason  for  surrendering  possession  of  the 
jewels  was  admissible  to  show  that  the 
property  was  really  stolen.  —  Smith  v. 
National  Surety  Co.,  149  P.  1040,  Aug.  2. 
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ONE    THING    AND    ANOTHER 


"The  insuring  public  comprises,  in  one 
form  or  another,  all  that  is  best  in  our 
citizenship."'  I  copy  this  good  and  true 
statement  from  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty's 
Bulletin.  The  best  people  insure  because 
they  have  something  worth  insuring. 
«         »         * 

Insurance  news  is  generally  trifling  stuff 
for  the  press  and  reader,  uiethinks.  Most 
of  it  has  equal  value  three  months  old.  In 
San  Francisco  insurance  news  is  on  the 
street  in  fifteen  minutes,  goes  all  the  rounds 
of  restaurants  and  clubs  at  noon,  and  is 
cold  at  4  p.  m.  and  dead  and  rotten  when 
it  appears  in  the  morning  paper.  I  don't 
say  insurance  men  are  gossips  —  but  they 
are  sociable  fellows  all. 

*  «         * 

Socialism  is  moving  fast  in  this  country. 
The  parcels  post  was  a  big  stride,  due  to 
gouging  by  the  express  companies.  Mu- 
niciiDally  owned  light  plants  doubtless  follow 
overcharging  and  unbusiness  lilce  methods. 
For  example,  last  week  it  took  the  San 
Francisco  company  four  days  to  find  my 
house  six  minutes  ride  from  the  company's 
office.  At  least,  it  took  that  time  to  turn 
on  the  gas.  Political  management  couldn't 
be  worse.  The  Michigan  supreme  court 
says  a  city  may  also  engage  in  tlie  business 
of  selling  electric  bulbs  and  apparatus  and 
wire  houses  and  stores — and  of  course  sell 
power.  And  of  course  if  it  owns  horses  it 
can  sell  horse  feed.  Decisions  like  this  are 
socialistic  and  are  a  menace  to  private  busi- 
ness. 

*  »         » 

The  state  industrial  compensation  fund  is 
an  invasion  of  private  business.  It  is 
socialism.  It  is  engaging  in  personal  acci- 
dent business  on  a  large  and  compulsory 
scale.  I  wonder  if  crooked  adjustment  of 
industrial  liability  claims  —  and  truly  high 
commissions  to  agents — didn't  have  much 
to  do  with  the  creation  of  state  industrial 
compensation  funds?  Competition  sent  — 
not  rates  down  but  —  the  expense  ratio  up 
to  50  percent.  Apparently  the  only  chance 
to  make  a  margin  of  profit    was  to   rush    a 


sharp  adjuster  to  the  injured  claimant  with 
an  offer  to  pay  a  small — but  to  him  large — 
lump  sum  for  his  signature  to  a  receipt  in 

full.     In  steps  the  state. 

»         *         * 

Politicians  always  create  new  offices  — 
never  wipe  out  old  offices.  The  more  offices, 
the  more  rewards  to  be  handed  to  faithful 
workers  in  the  political  vineyard. 

*  *         « 

Further  invasions  of  private  insurance 
business  by  the  state  must  be  expected  and 

stoutly  resisted. 

*  '       «         * 

Here  is  a  fellow  and  his  favored-placed 
letter  to  a  Hearst  screecher.  He  writes  in 
favor  of  state  fire  insurance,  which  he  says 
would  cut  the  cost  in  two  by  dispensing 
with  officers,  brokers,  agents,  rents,  etc. 
When  a  man  filled  out  his  assessment  blank 
for  taxation  he  would  ask  for  fire  insurance 
on  his  house  or  store  or  other  building  and 
goods  of  any  kind  in  a  sum  corresponding  to 
the  value  taxed.  The  possibility  of  a  con- 
flagration loss  this  fellow  meets  with  a 
guarantee  by  the  nation  as  well  as  by  the 
state,  the  latter  paying  the  federal  govern- 
ment a  conflagration  premium  for  confla- 
gration losses  in  excess  of  a  stipulated 
figure  in  large  cilies. 

»         »         » 

I  see  Rudolph  Herold  Jr.  hustling  round 
these  days.  He  is  making  more  money  as 
an  insurance  broker  than  he  did  as  an  insur- 
ance manager.  Rudy  is  still  a  merry  man. 
Time  is  kind  to  him.  Few  insurance  men 
have  remained  continuously  in  the  service 
of  one  company  as  he  witii  the  Hamburg- 
Bremen.  As  he  is  rich,  I'm  wishing  him 
no  ill  luck  when  I  hope  he  will  again  enter 
the  business  as  manager.  Herold  was  a 
help  to  the  business.  He  was  a  first-class 
secretary  of  the  Underwriters'  Fire  Patrol. 
That  was  his  pride.  He  also  did  excellent 
work  for  the  companies  in  the  matter  of 
legislation.  He  was  to  the  manner  born, 
being  a  natural  l)orn  politician.  Probably 
when  he  reads  this — if  he  ever  does — 
Rudolph  will  vow  never  to  "a.sk"  me  again. 
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Subjects     Before     the    Indianapolis    Con- 
vention 

With  the  approach  of  the  National  Locals 
convention  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  4, 
6,  and  6,  local  agents  are  showing  great 
interest  in  the  subjects  to  be  considered  at 
that  time.  One  matter  which  greatly  in- 
terests Western  agents  directly,  and  all 
agents  indirectly,  is  the  newly  organized 
"Improved  Risks  Associations,''  and  it 
seems  probable  tiiat  tliis  matter  will  be 
brought  before  the  convention  by  some  of 
the  agents  interested. 

Another  matter  is  the  question  of  over- 
head writing  and  exemptions  of  certain 
classes.  Agents  seem  to  feel  that  sc.me  of 
the  companies  and  possibly  some  of  the 
company  organizations  have  taken  it  upon 
themselves  to  allow  exemptions  from  the 
overhead  writing  rule  of  ihe  National  Asso- 
ciation. No  exemptions  have  ever  been 
permitted  by  the  National  Association  except 
in  the  case  of  steam  railroad  schedules. 
Many  local  agents  think  that  a  halt  should 
be  called  and  that  companies  should  either 
withdraw  from  the  writing  of  so-call-ed 
floater  and  schedule  policies,  or  else  recog- 
nize their  agents'  rights. 


Report  on  San  Francisco 

To  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Civic 
League  of  Improvement  Clubs  and  Assn's 
of  San  Francisco 

*         *         « 

In  the  way  of  new  c;o:istruction  work  we 
find  the  following:  For  Engine  Co.  No.  17 
the  plans  are  being  drawn  up  for  a  Class  A 
building  on  the  old  lot  on  Mint  avenue, 
near  Fifth  street.  This  building  is  to  house 
Engine  17,  Hose  Co.  No.  1  and  a  combina- 
tion hose  wagon,  all  motor  driven  and  is 
also  to  contain  the  headciuarters  of  the  first 
assistant  chief. 

For  Engine  Co.  No.  4  plans  are  being 
made  for  a  brick  building  on  the  lot  on  the 
north  side  of  Howard  street  east  of  Third 
street  to  contain,  besides  Engine  No.  4, 
Chemical  No.  1  and  Water  Tower  No.  1. 

In  about  ten  days  tractors  will  be  attached 
to  No.  6  Truck  at  Oak  and  Broderick  streets 
and  No.  12  Truck  at  Waller  near  Stanyan. 


On  the  13th  of  this  month  a  chemical 
engine,  motor  driven,  was  shipped  from 
Cincinnati  to  arrive  in  this  city  in  about  a 
week.  These  various  changes  will  dispense 
with  the  use  of  twenty-four  horses.  There 
have  been  no  horses  bought  by  the  depart- 
ment this  year  and  none  are  expected  to  be 
required  in  the  future. 

The  so-called  Flying  Squadron  attached 
to  the  department  for  the  purpose  of  life 
saving,  giving  fiist  aid  to  the  injured,  etc., 
is  now  taking  a  regular  course  of  instruc- 
tion from  the  U.  S.  bureau  of  mines,  de- 
partment of  the  interior,  and  on  the  23rd 
and  24th  of  this  month  during  the  hours  of 
9  to  12  a.  m.  at  the  North  Gardens  of  the 
P.  P.  L  E.  a  contest  will  take  place  between 
some  of  the  best  teams  in  the  country  to 
demonstrate  their  work,  including  the  hand- 
ling of  self-contained  oxygen  breathing 
apparatus  as  used  by  the  bureau  of  mines. 

As  we  observe  that  renewed  efforts  are 
being  made  to  force  city  candidates  at  the 
next  election  to  favor  the  inauguration  of 
the  two  platoon  system  and  also  that 
information  from  Los  Angeles  goes  to  show 
the  uselessness  of  the  expense,  we  consider 
it  our  duty  to  again  warn  the  tax-payers  of 
San  Francisco  of  the  fact  thatChief  Murphy 
does  not  advocate  the  adding  of  this  §5700,- 
000  expense  to  their  already  heavy  burden. 
The  Municipal  League  of  Los  Angeles  is 
putting  out  initiative  petitions  asking  the 
voters  in  October  to  reverse  their  June  vote. 

Your  committee  deprecates  the  efforts 
now  being  made  to  induce  candidates  for 
municipal  office  to  agree  to  prevent  liberal 
construction  of  the  civil  service  provisions 
of  the  charter  allowing  the  chief  of  the  fire 
department  discretion  in  appointments  or 
promotions  as  such  action  would  seriously 
interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully, 
Committee  on  Fire  Insurance,  Fire 
Protection  and  Fire  Department. 
G.  Trittenbach,  Chairman. 


William  B.  Hayes,  with  the  Frankfort 
General  since  the  American  Fidelity  ran 
away,  is  now  in  charge  of  the  company's 
Pacific  department. 
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Not  Theft 

or  Robbery 

Owner  of    an    automobile    held    to    have 
parted  with  ownership  thereof  by  leaving  it 


with  accused  for  sale  or  return,  within  Sales 
Act,  §  100,  and  a  conversion  of  the  proceeds 
of  its  sale  was  not  a  "theft,  robbery,  or 
pilferage,"  within  a  policy. — Siegel  v.  Union 
Assur.  Society  of  London,  153  N.  Y.  S.  662. 


Life    Insurance    In    Sxipreme    Covirts 


Federal— Uashi\-ig  et  al.   v.   Manhattan  Life' 

Ins.  Co.,  224  F.  R.  74,  Sept.  9 
Construction — 

Dates — Delivery 
The  true  meaning  of  the  provisions  of  a 
policy  of  insurance  signed  by  the  officers  of 
the  company  June  19,  190.3,  "that  there 
shall  be  no  contract  of  insurance  until  a 
policy  shall  have  been  issued  by  the  com- 
pany and  manually  received  and  accepted 
*  *  *  during  the  good  health  of  the 
person  whose  life  is  to  be  insured,"  and  that 
"this  policy  is  to  date  from  June  1,  19015," 
is  that  tliere  shall  be  no  contract  of  insur- 
ance until  and  unless  the  policy  is  manually 
delivered  to  and  ac(!epted  by  the  insured 
during  his  good  health,  and  that  if  it  is  so 
delivered  the  term  of  insurance  and  the 
time  of  payment  of  the  premiums  shall  be 
reckoned  from  June  1,  1903. 

Proposal  — 

Acceptance 

The  material  raoilitication  of  tlie  terms  of 
a  proposal  of  a  contract  by  the  party  to  whom 
it  is  offered  is  a  rejection  of  the  proposal  and 
the  tender  of  a  new  ofler,  which  cannot 
become  a  contract  until  it  has  become  known 


to  and  has  been  accepted  by  the  first   i)ro- 
poser. 

Facts 

in  Brief 
The  application,  which  was  taken  by  the 
local  agent  in  the  Indian  Territory,  was 
forwarded  to  the  home  office  of  the  com-i 
pany  in  New  York.  On  the  18tii  day  of 
June,  1903,  the  company  made  and  signed 
a  printed  policy  of  insurance  on  this  appli- 
cation which  contained  these  words  in  writ- 
ing, "This  policy  is  to  date  from  June  1, 
1903,"  and  mailed  the  policy  to  its  general 
agent  at  Dallas,  Tex.,  A.  A.  Green,  who 
had  authority,  in  the  absence  of  special  in- 
structions, to  deliver,  or  to  refuse  to  deliver, 
the  policy  as  he  thought  right  and  proper. 
On  June  19,  1903,  the  company  was  informed 
that  Mr.  Sowell  was  not  in  good  iiealth,  and 
it  telegraphed  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Green  to 
hold  tiie  policy  until  he  got  well,  and,  if  he 
failed  to  ilo  so,  to  return  it  for  cancellation. 
Green  obeyed  these  instructions.  The 
policy  was  never  presented  to,  accepted  by, 
or  delivered  to  Mr.  Sowell,  who  died  on 
June  29,  1903. 


Marine    Insurance    in   Federal    District    Co\irt 


Federal,  9th  C.  C.  A.  —  Thames  it  :Mersey 
Marine  Ins.  Co  ,  Ltd.,  v.  Tacific  Creo- 
soting  Co. 

Exceptions 

To  Liability 
A  stipulation  in  policy  in  the  nature  of 
exception  to  liability  of  insurer  mu.st  be 
construed  strictly  against  it,  auil  words  of 
exception  in  a  policy,  if  doubtful,  are  to  be 
construed  most  strongly  against  ti>e  party 
for  whose  benefit  tliey  are  intended. 


Vessel 

"On  Fire" 

In  an  exception  in  policy  on  cargo  war- 
ranting free  from  particular  average  "unless 
the  vessel  *  *  *  be  stranded,  sunk  or  on 
fire,"  the  words  "on  fire"  are  not  to  be 
construed  as  meaning  the  same  as  "burnt" 
which  was  formerly  used  in  tlieir  place, 
but  as  having  reference  to  a  present  state 
or  condition  regardless  of  any  definite  tixed 
result,  and  the  effect  of  their  use  is  to  open 
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the  warranty  if  some  structural  part  of  the 
•vessel  was  actually  on  tire,  without  regard 
to  its  extent. 

Exception  in  Marine  Policy — 
Vessel  on  Fire 

AVliile  a  ship  was  lying  in  harhor  for  the 
discharge  of  cargo,  fire  was  discovered  in 
the  after  between-decks,  wliich  was  still  full 
of  cargo.  In  response  to  an  alarm  crews  of 
neighboring  ve-sels  came  to  her  assistance, 
as  well  as  employees  of  the  consignee  from 
shore,  who  brouglit  chemical  fire  extinguish- 
ers, and  after  working  from  half  an  hour 
to  ai  hour  the  fire  was  extinguished.  A 
bulkheul,  which  was  a  part  of  the  vessel, 
was  blistered  and  blackened  as  was  the 
deck  above,  and  a  door  in  tiie  bulkhead 
was  deeply  charred  over  a  considerable 
portion  of  its  surface.  A  policy  of  insur- 
ance on  the  cargo  warranted  free  from 
average  u:dess  general  or  the  ship  "be 
stranded,  sunk  or  burnt,"  but  a  rider 
attaciied  warranted  "free  from  particular 
average  unless  the  vessel  or  craft  or  the 
interest  insured  be  stranded,  sunk  or  on 
fire." 

Held,  that  the  substitution  of  such  pro- 
vision for  that  in  the  body  of  the  policy 
evidenced  an  intention  to  change  the  nature 
of  the  perils  insured  agiinst,  and  that  with- 
in its  meaning  the  ship  was  on  fire  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  open  the  warranty. 

Risks 

Insured  Against 

Under  a  cargo  policy  covering  "all  risks 
of  craft  and  boats,"  and  "all  risks  of  trans- 
shipment and  of  craft,  lighterage,  and    for 


any  other  conveyance  from  the  warehouse 
until  on  board  the  vessel  and  from  the 
vessel  until  safely  delivered  into  warehouse," 
the  insurer  is  liable  for  a  loss  sustained  by 
the  capsizing  of  a  lighter  used  in  discharg- 
ing the  cargo,  in  the  absence  of  fault  or 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  insured. 

Burden 

of  Proof 

The  burden  of  proving  that  a  loss  of  in- 
sured cargo  by  the  capsizing  of  a  lighter  on 
which  it  was  loaded  was  due  to  unseaworthi- 
ness of  the  lighter  rests  upon  the  insured, 
who  relies  upon  it  as  a  defense. 

Seaworthiness  of 
a  Lighter 

Under  a  policy  insuring  cargo  "against 
all  perils,  losses  and  misfortune  that  have 
or  shall  come  to  the  hurt,  detriment  and 
damage  of  the  aforesaid  subject-matter  of 
this  insurance  or  any  part  thereof,"  there 
is  no  implied  warranty  by  the  insured  of  the 
seaworthiness  of  a  lighter  used  in  discharg- 
ing the  cargo  at  the  end  of  the  voyage. 

Construction 

of  Policy 

Under  the  English  law,  wliich  determines 
the  liability  under  an  English  contract  of 
insurance,  where  a  policy  on  cargo  contains 
a  warranty  "free  from  particular  average 
unless  the  vessel  *  *  *  be  stranded,  sunk 
or  on  fire,"  where  the  vessel  is  stranded, 
sunk,  or  on  fire  during  the  adventure,  the 
insurer  is  liable  for  a  loss  to  the  cargo, 
although  it  does  not  result  therefrom. 


British    Marine  Decision— Missing  Ship — 
Sunk  by  Submarine 

King's  Bench  Division,  July  30. —  The 
General  Steam  Navigation  Company  v.  the 
Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company,  and 
Percy  Janson,  of  Lloyds,  to  recover  for  the 
loss  of  the  s.  s.  Oriole  in  January  last  under 
two  policies  of  insurance,  the  policy  in  the 
case  of  the  Comniert'lal  Union  being  against 
marine  risks,  while  in  the  Lloyds  case  it 
was  against  war  risks. 

The  Oriole  left  London  for  Havre  on 
January  29  last,   was  traced   to   Dungene-ss 


on  January  oO,  and  should  have  reached 
Havre  tiie  same  day,  but  has  never  since 
been  heard  of.  On  February  6  three  of  the 
vessel's  lifebelts  were  picked  up  near  Hast- 
ings, and  a  bottle  containing  a  General 
Steam  envelope  with  the  words  "Oriole 
torpedoed  sinking"  was  picked  up  by  a 
Guernsey  fisherman. 

The  question  to  be  decided  was  whether 
the  loss  came  under  the  ordinary  policy  or 
under  the  war  risk  policy. 

His  lordship  (  Mr.  Justice  Bailhache  ) 
(CoiUimiefl  on  page  397) 
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Commonwealth  Bonding  Co.  Retires 

This  company,  wliich  Ijegan  a.s  a  rate- 
cutter  like  tlie  American  Ficlelity  of  Ver- 
mont, has  retired.  C.  D.  Hill  is  receiver, 
at  Ft.  Worth. 


Metropolitan    Life's    Dinner    to    Visiting 
State  Insurance  Commissioners 

This  Saturday  evening  at  7  o'clock  there 
is  to  be  an  informal  dinner  on  the  Zone, 
given  by  the  oflBcers  of  the  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Company  at  San  Francisco 
in  compliment  to  the  officers  and  delegates 
of  the  National  Convention  of  Insurance 
Commissioners  and  their  wives. 


Jimmy  Archibald,  the  war  correspondent, 
whose  effects,  seized  by  the  British  authori- 
ties, included  the  letter  from  Dumba,  the 
Austrian  minister  at  Washington,  is  a  son  of 
a  Metliodistclergyman  who,  as  general  agent, 
brought  the  Union  Central  Life  to  San  Fran- 
cisco. This  company  was  established  by  a 
group  of  leading  members  of  the  Methodist 
church  at  Cincinnati  and  its  initial  success 
was  due  chiefly  to  its  church  connections. 
After  the  death  of  Dr.  Archibald,  his  son, 
James  F.  J.,  succeeded  to  the  general 
agency;  but  he  found  life  insurance  work 
dry  and  cold  and  soon  resigned. 


Seattle,  Sept.  14.  —  Automobile  and 
gara.^e  of  L.  G.  Warren  at  422  North  Sixty- 
First  street  were  destroyed  by  fire  early 
this  morning.  On  the  evening  of  September 
9  a  blaze  was  discovered  in  the  garage  but 
was  extinguished  with  a  garden  hose.  The 
auto  was  insured  for  $1,500. 


Dead. — J.  W.  Alexander,  former  president 
of  the  Equitable  Life,  is  dead,  aged  77.  He 
held  Oitice  during  the  Hyde  storm. 


Incendiary  Fire.  —  An  attempt  was  made 
September  22  to  burn  down  the  Whittier 
grammar-school  at  Milviaand  Virginia  sts. , 
Berkeley.     The  police  are  investigating. 

Oregon  Fire  Relief  Association  denies  the 
statement  of  an  erring  contemporary,  and 
says  it  is  alive,  prosperous  and  growing. 


Gallegos  Resigns 

R.  Gallegos,  assistant  general  agent  of  the 
Phoenix  Assurance's  Pacific  department, 
under  General  Agent  Irving,  leaves  the 
office  Sept.  30.  The  company  is  treating  Mr. 
Gallegos  very  handsomely,  financially,  in 
recognition  of  his  years  of  service.  As  dur- 
ing his  fifteen  years  with  the  Phoenix  Mr. 
Gallegos  has  had  a  great  deal  of  experience 
in  hanilling  losses  it  is  probable  that  he 
will  engage  in  adjusting  work  as  an  "inde- 
pendent." Already  he  has  received  the 
promise  of  adjustments  from  prominent 
offices. 

Mr.  Gallegos  began  insurance  work  twenty- 
seven  years  ago  with  the  Guardian  of  Lon- 
don, and  has  had  six  years'  experience  as 
special  agent. 


Brother  Whaleback  of  the  Washington 
insurance  depaitment  opines  that  a  com- 
pany should  and  must  pay  the  face  of  a 
policy  when  the  property  burn-;.  This  is  a 
musty  doctrine  but  popular  with  vote-seek- 
ers. He  says  the  Vulcan  Fire  must  pay  all 
the  insurance  of  $1,500  and  not  get  off  with 
a  $n85  compromise.  If  tiie  company  doesn't 
comply  some  lurid  things  are  to  happen. 

Joseph  Kenyon  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager of  the  health-accident  department  of 
the  Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company  for 
northern  California,  with  headquarters  in 
San  Francisco.  Mr.  Kenyon  was  recently 
superintendent  for  the  Frankfort  General 
in  this  field. 

Arthur  P.  Chipron  has  left  the  Equitable 
Life  to  become  San  Francisco  manager  for 
the  Fidelity  Mutual. 

Los  Angeles  is  retrenching.  The  heads  of 
thirteen  city  departments  are  instructed 
to  discharge  255  city  employees.  Last  year, 
uncharterly,  •'?250,000  was  appropriated  from 
the  city's  reserve  fund  to  pay  current  ex- 
penses. Among  the  cuts,  as  suggested  by 
the  efficiency  commission,  are:  Deny  ad- 
ditional equipment  and  service  for  tire  de- 
partn>ent,  $545,016;  close  five  fire  houses, 
$100,000;  electrical  inspection  and  construc- 
tion, $261,043;  cm  down  repairs  to  streets, 
$200,000;  total  cuts,  $3,387,773. 
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[  Continued  from  page  395  ) 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  under- 
writers on  the  f.  c.  and  s.  policy  had  satis- 
fied the  court  that  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
the  vessel  was  one  of  those  covered  by  the 
f.  c.  and  s.  clause,  quite  apart  from  the 
question  of  the  envelope.  This  was,  he 
said,  a  case  in  which  the  probability  of  an 
ordinary  peril  of  the  sea  was  so  remote  and 
the  probability  of  an  attack  by  a  submarine 
was  under  the  circumstances  so  strong  that 
he  thought  he  ought  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  without  being  actually  demon- 
strated or  matheniatically  proved,  the 
Oriole  was,  in  fact,  attacked  by  a  sub- 
marine and  thereby  sunk. 

The  writing  on  the  envelope  was  like  the 
wriling  of  a  carpenter  nameil  Swaine,  on 
board  the  vessel,  but  if  left  to  himself  his 
lordsliip  could  not  iiave  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  proved  to  be  the  writing 
of  Swaine,  but  as  Mrs.  Swaine  showed  no 
hesitation  about  it  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  writing  was,  in  fact,  tlie 
writing  of  Swaine.  He  could  not  explain 
how  it  was  that  the  bottle  drifted  to  tlie 
Guernsey  Coast  and  the  lifebelts  to  the 
English  coast,  but  he  would  not  say  it  was 
impossible.  He  therefore  gave  judgment 
for  the  plaintiffs  against  Mr.  Janson,  and 
for  the  Commercial  Union   Assurance   Co. 


standing  the  buyers  failed  to  carry  out  their 
contracts.— Croak  v.  Trentman,  150  P.  1088. 


The  Real  Estate  Agent 

Before  a  real  estate  broker  with  whom 
property  has  been  listed  for  sale  can  re- 
cover for  his  services,  he  must  show  that  he 
w^as  the  efficient  cau.se  of  procuring  the  sale. 

A  broker  is  the  efficient  procuring  cause 
of  a  sale  when  he  produces  a  customer  who 
is  ready,  willing,  and  able  to  purchase  the 
property  listed  with  him. 

In  an  action  for  a  broker's  commis- 
sions, judgment  for  defendant  was  properly 
directed  where  the  broker  had  merely  for- 
warded the  listing  of  the  property  to  an- 
other broker,  who  consummated  a  sale. — 
Hayden  v.  Ashley,  150  P.  1147. 

Under  a  broker's  contract  to  sell  lots,  the 
broker,  procuring  buyers  ready,  able,  and 
willing  to  purchase  at  the  owner's  prices 
and  terms,  whose  contracts  were  accepted, 
was   entitled    to    his    commission,  notwith- 


The  Soliciting  Agent 

A  mere  soliciting  agent  for  an  insurance 
company  has  no  power  to  bind  the  com- 
pany. The  soliciting  agent  can  bind  his 
company  as  to  matters  within  the  restricted 
scope  of  his  authority  in  the  taking  and 
preparation  of  an  application  for  insur- 
ance.— Phipps  V.  Union  Mut.  Ins.  Co., 
150  P.   1083. 


Mutual    Insurance 

Under  Civ.  Code,  §  §  677,  678,  685.  a 
mutual  insurance  association  must  give  an 
insured,  who  gave  a  note  for  the  payment 
of  the  assessments  to  be  levied,  thestatutory 
notice  before  suspending  the  policy  for  non- 
payment of  assessments.  —  Schultz  v.  Des 
Moines  Mut.  Hail  &  Cyclone  Ins.  Ass'n, 
153  N.  W.  884. 


Penalty  for  Vexatious  Delay 

Usually  interest  is  the  penalty  the  law 
attaclies  to  delayed  payment  of  just  indebt- 
edness; but,  in  the  matter  of  payment  for 
los.ses  insured  against,  insurance  companies 
had  so  frequently  willfully  delayed  and  an- 
noyed honest  claimants  by  attempting  to 
beat  down  their  claim  below  the  actual  loss 
that  the  Legislature  saw  fit  to  discourage 
such  conduct  by  adding  attorney's  fees  and 
a  penalty  where  the  "company  has  vexa- 
tiously  refused  to  pay  the  loss."  Section 
7068,  R.  S.  1909.  But,  while  that  statute 
was  enacted  to  discourage  fraudulent  prac- 
tices by  insurance  companies,  it  was  not 
intended  to  prevent  them  from  investigat- 
ing the  integrity  of  losses  claimed,  and  to 
resist  their  payment  where  the  question 
involved  was  doubtful,  or  the  conduct  of 
the  insured  was  auch  as  to  lead  a  reason- 
able person,  acting  in  good  faith,  to  believe 
that  a  fraud  was  being  practiced,  — Kansas 
City  Court  of  Appeals,  177  S.  W.   Rep.  792. 


Demurrable 

A  petition,  alleging  that  the  loss  occurred 
when  the  policy  was  not  in  force,  held  de- 
murrable.— I.  Friedman  Co.  v.  Harn,  150 
P.  680. 
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Ohio  Company  to  Sell  Stock  in  California 

Coiiiiiiissioucr  of  Corporations  H.  L.  Car- 
nahan,  granting  the  Puritan  Life  and  An- 
nuity Company  of  Ohio  a  permit  to  sell  50,- 
000  shares  of  its  capital  stock  in  this  State 
at  the  price  of  $2  per  share,  made  it  condi- 
tional upon  the  ability  of  the  company  to 
perfect  its  organization  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  will  be  able  to  secure  a  certificate 
of  authority  from  the  California  State  in- 
surance department  to  conduct  its  business 
in  this  State  on  or  before  September  1,  1916. 

The  company,  which  was  organized  under 
the  laws  of  Ohio,  asserts  that  it  will  enter 
California.  The  permit  requires  that  all 
subscriptions  secured  in  this  State  must  be 
paid  to  a  depositary  in  California  and  if 
the  company  fails  to  secure  a  certificate  to 
do  business  here  within  a  year,  the  full 
amount  paid  in,  without  deduction  for  com- 
missions or  any  other  expense,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  order  of  the  subscriber. 

If  the  company  succeeds  in  securing  such 
a  certificate  the  money  will  be  released  to 
it  and  an  amount  not  to  exceed  15  per  cent 
may  be  paid  for  commissions  and  other  ex- 
penses of  sale  of  capital  stock. 


the   referees   of   the   State   accident   board 
said  the  operation  was  necessary. 

Damages  to  the  amount  of  $50,000   are 
asked  as  an  award  against  the  Aetna  Life. 


Aetna  Life   Sued  for  $50,000 
O.  M.  Spangler  of  San  Francisco  stepped 
ctf   a   ladder  while  at  work  and  suffered  a 
slight   fracture  of  his  leg.     He  never  knew 
of   his   injury   until  six  weeks   later. 

A  physician  was  sent  to  examine  liim. 
There  was  an  operation,  against  the  objec- 
tions of  Spangler.  The  physician  removed 
a  piece  of  bone  from  one  leg  and  grafted 
it  on  the  hurt  leg. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  the  well  leg 
collapsed  and  the  fractured  leg  is  of  no 
use.  The  State  industrial  board  would  not 
give  relief  because  the  injured  man's  pres- 
ent condition  is  the  result  of  the  bad  op- 
eration. The  surgeon  at  the  time  was 
suffering  from  a  brain  tumor  and  soon 
died.  Now  the  insured  says  that  the  phy- 
sician sent  by  the  insurer  was  crazy;  that 
the  insurer  should  not  have  allowed  an 
injured  workman  to  be  operated  on  before 


Marine  Peril  or  War  Eisk  Suit 
What  constitutes  either  an  ordinary  ma- 
rine peril  or  a  war  risk  loss  will  have  to 
be  decided'  by  the  courts,  in  the  suit  of 
Muller,  an  Austria-Hungarian  subject, 
against  the  Globe  &  Eutgers  Fire  and  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  $16,600  each. 
Suit  was  filed  in  the  federal  district  court, 
at  New  York  to  collect  for  a  cargo  of 
cotton  lost  on  the  steamer  Canadia.  Un- 
derwriters are  at  a  loss  to  know  whether 
the  loss  should  be  attributed  to  ordinary 
marine,  or  war  risk  cause.  The  Canadia 
sailed  from  Galveston  February  15th, 
for  Christiania  and  Gothenburg.  March 
11th  the  vessel  was  seized  by  a  British 
cruiser,  and  was  ordered  to  Kirkwall  in 
charge  of  a  prize  crew.  A  naval  officer 
controlled  the  ship  and  steered  without 
the  permission  of  the  captain  along  a 
course  from  which  all  the  usual  aids  to 
navigation  had  been  removed.  In  the 
night  land  was  sighted,  but  before  the 
vessel  could  be  stopped  it  struck  the  coast 
and  both  cargo  and  vessel  were  total 
losses.  If  the  Government  light  had  not 
been  cut,  the  loss  might  not  have  occurred. 
Whether  the  loss  was  due  to  war  risk  or 
marine  peril  will  be  decided  by  the  court. 


I.  W.  W.  Firebug  Surrenders  and  Confesses 

After  following  a  policeman  at  Watson- 
ville,  Cal.,  for  some  time,  James  McGill 
accosted  him  and  confessed  to  being  an 
I.  W.  W.  firebug.  McGill  said  he  was 
hungry  and  that  he  wanted  to  be  arrested 
and  put  in  prison. 

McGill  said  he  had  set  fire  to  the  Rosen- 
berg cannery  at  San  Jose  and  to  a  grain 
warehouse  at  Lodi.  His  companions  were 
Charles  Anderson  and  Tony  Williams,  also 
members  of  the  I.  W.  W.  They  planned 
to  burn  the  George  Hooke  cannery  at 
Watsonville.  The  latter  two  set  fire  to  a 
lumber   yard   in    Stockton. 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 


399 


These  crimes  were  part  of  the  I.  W.  W. 
conspiracy  to  create  a  reign  of  terror  and 
persuade  the  authorities  to  release  two 
members   in   the   penitentiary   for   murder. 


Bankers  Life  Convention  at  San  Francisco 

The  annual  school  of  instruction  and 
Agency  Convention  of  the  Bankers  Life 
Company  of  Des  Moines  held  recently  in 
San  Francisco  has  taken  rank  among  the 
largest  of  all  the  life  insurance  agency 
conventions  held  in  San  Francisco  this 
year.  The  attendance  at  the  final  session 
in  San  Francisco  was  over  two  hundred, 
and  a  very  large  per  cent  of  these  were 
duly  qualified  delegates  of  the  Two  Hun- 
dred Thousand  Dollar  Club  of  the  com- 
pany. The  Bankers  Life  flyer,  a  special 
train  which  carried  the  convention  party 
from  Chicago  to  San  Francisco,  proved 
a  tremendous  success,  because  of  the  nov- 
elty of  school  of  instruction  sessions  on 
the  train  and  the  publications  en  route 
of  daily  papers,  which  added  very  much 
to  the  interest  of  the  trip.  In  addition 
to  the  sessions  on  board  the  train  there 
were  convention  meetings  at  Denver  and 
Colorado  Springs  as  well  as  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Vice-President  George  Kuhns,  "Vice- 
President  and  General  Counsel  L  M.  Earle 
and  Secretary  G.  S.  Nollen  were  the  men 
who  were  in  charge  of  the  convention 
trip.  One  of  the  most  outstanding  events 
of  the  convention  occurred  at  San  Fran- 
cisco when  William  Bacon,  general  agent 
at  Greenville,  Tex.,  presented  to  Mr. 
Kuhns  on  behalf  of  the  field  men  of  the 
convention  a  very  valuable  diamond  stick 
pin.  Mr.  Kuhns  was  so  surprised  that  he 
was  practically  speechless.  He  managed, 
however,  to  say:  "If  you  fellows  would 
fight  me  I  would  be  all  right,  but  your 
kindness  floors  me."  Secretary  Nollen 
went  to  the  rescue  of  Mr.  Kuhns  and  ex- 
pressed the  appreciation  felt  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  comj^any  for  this  pleasing  re- 
membrance of  Mr.  Kuhns,  who  was  recog- 
nized by  all  as  the  leading  spirit  of  the 
C'ouveiition, 


Politics 

This  is  what,  in  1858,  W.  H.  Herndon, 
the  law  partner  of  Abraliam  Lincoln,  said  of 
politics: 

"Politics  is  a  great  game  and  delusion  is 
its  greatest  power.  The  politician  who 
knows  the  game  and  can  use  that  delusion 
the  cunningest,  is  the  greatest  man." 


Human  Life 

Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus:  Of  human 
life  the  time  is  a  point,  and  the  substance  is 
in  a  flux,  and  the  perception  dull,  and  the 
composition  of  the  whole  body  subject  to 
putrefaction,  and  the  soul  a  whirl,  and  for- 
tune liard  to  divine,  and  fame  a  thing  devoid 
of  judgment.  And,  to  say  all  in  a  word, 
everything  which  belongs  to  the  body  is  a 
stream,  and  what  belongs  to  the  soul  is  a 
dream  and  vapor,  and  life  is  a  warfare  and 
a  stranger's  sojourn,  and  after -fame  is 
oblivion. 


A  drop  of  water  will  swallow  a  fine  splinter 
of  glass;  a  drop  of  chloroform  will  also,  if 
the  splinter  is  covered  with  sliellac,  and 
will  eject  it  after  the  shellac  is  dissolved 
and  becomes  part  of  the  drop.  A  drop  of 
protoplasm  witii  a  nucleus,  which  we  call  an 
amoeba,  will  swallow  pretty  much  anything 
it  can  manage  to  flow  round,  and  after 
treating  it,  as  far  as  conditions  permit,  as 
the  drop  of  chloroform  treats  the  shellac, 
will  eject  what  remains,  as  the  chloroform 
does  the  glass.     So  says  Professor  Holmes. 


— The  Franklin  Fire 

is  being  placed  with  the  representatives  of 
the  Home.  This  good  old  Philadelphia 
company  is  now  fully  awake.  It  will  in- 
crease its  business  under  President  Snow, 
here  and  elsewhere. 
— Pretty  Good  Fellows, 

after  all,  are  the  Eastern  Outfitting  Co.  at 
Los  Angeles,  according  to  fresh  and  reliable 
accounts.  -The  companies  are  accepting  lines 
on  their  sixteen  risks  as  usual.  There  is  al- 
ways ground  for  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
loss  sustained. 

Nothing  is  permanent.     Eeal  life  is  flow- 
ing.    He  that  stayeth  rotteth. 
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PROGRAM  WORLD'S   INSURANCE 
CONGRESS 

October  4  to  16.  1915,  Under  Auspices 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposi- 
tion 

First  Day,  Monday,  October  4th 

Addresses  of  Welcome:  Hon.  Hiram  W. 
Johnson,  governor  of  California;  Hon. 
James  Eolph,  Jr.,  mayor  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Response  to  Welcome:  Darwin  P.  Kingsley, 
president  of  the  New  York  Life  Insur- 
ance Company. 

World's  Insurance  Congress  Movement:  Why 
the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposi- 
tion has  given  prominent  recognition  to 
Insurance,  and  what  it  hopes  the  Congress 
will  accomplish— Charles  C.  Moore,  presi- 
dent of  the  Exposition. 

Service  Performed  by  Insurance:  Hon.  J. 
N.  Gillett,  ex-governor  of  California,  who 
held  office  during  the  reconstruction  period 
of  San  Francisco. 

Second  Day,   Tuesday,  October  5th 

Service  Performed  by  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
panies: R.  M.  Bissell,  president  of  Hart- 
ford Fire  Insurance  Company;  R.  W. 
Osborn,  manager  Pennsylvania  Fire  In- 
surance Company. 

Service  Performed  by  Surety  Companies: 
Edwin  Warfield,  president  Fidelity  &  De- 
posit Company. 

Service  Performed  by  Casualty  and  Liabil- 
ity Companies :  David  Van  Schaack,  mem- 
ber executive  committee  National  Safety 
Council. 

Service  Performed  by  Life  Insurance  Com- 
panies: Haley  Fiske,  vice-president  Met- 
ropolitan Life  Insurance  Company;  T.  L. 
Miller,  president  West  <!oast-San  Fran- 
cisco Life  Insurance  Company;  Charles  W. 
Scovel,  ex-president  National  Association 
of  Life  Underwriters. 

Service  Performed  by  Marine  Insurance 
Companies:  J.  B.  Levison,  vice-president 
Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company, 


The  Force  of  Insurance  in  Social  Econmy: 
Alvin  E.  Pope  of  Panama-Pacific  Inter- 
tional  Exposition. 

Third  Day,   Wednesday,   October  6th 

International  Association  of  Casualty  and 
Surety  Underwriters:  E.  W.  De  Leon, 
president  Casualty  Company  of  America. 

American  Life  Convention:  Isaac  Miller 
Hamilton,  president  Federal  Life  Insur- 
ance Company. 

National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters: 
Speaker  to  be  announced. 

National  Fraternal  Congress  of  America: 
I.  I.  Boak,  member  Executive  Committee, 
head  consul  Pacific  Division,  Woodmen  of 
the  World. 

National  Association  of  Insurance  Agents: 
C.  H.  Woodworth,  ex-president. 

National  Association  of  Life  Underwriters: 
H.  H.  Ward,  ex-president. 

National  Fire  Protection  Association :  Frank- 
lin H.  Wentworth,  secretary. 

Association  of  Life  Insurance  Presidents: 
Charles  A.  Peabody,  president  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company. 

National  Council  of  Insurance  Federation 
Executives :    W.  S.  Diggs,  chairman. 

National  Association  of  Casimlty  and  Surety 
Agents:  William  G.  Wilson,  agent  Aetna 
Life  Insurance  Company. 

Association  of  Life  Insurance  Medical 
Directors:  Dr.  W.  W.  Beckett,  medical 
director  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company. 

National  Association  of  Mutual  Insurance 
Companies:  J.  C.  Adderly,  secretary  Mil- 
lers' Mutual  Casualty  Company. 

Fourth   Day,    Thursday,    October   7th 

Southern  Pacific  Bailway:  E.  O.  McCormick, 
vice-president. 

Life  Extension  Institute,  Incorporated:  E. 
E.  Rittenhou?e,  president. 

United  States  Bureau  of  Mines:  Dr.  F.  G. 
Cottrell,  chief  chemist. 

Safety  First  Federation  of  America:  Harry 
P.  Coffin,  chairman  Public  Safety  Commis- 
sion, 
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A  Prominent  Department  Store:  Arthur 
Hawxhurst,  insurance  manager  Marshall 
Field  &  Co. 

J  Frominent  University:  Speaker  to  be  an- 
nounced. 

American  Institute  of  Architects:  R.  Clip- 
ston  Sturgis,  president. 

American  Institute  Electrical  Engineers: 
John  A.  Britton,  president  Pacific  Gas  & 
Electric  Company. 

National  Association  of  Credit  Men:  C.  E. 
Baen  of  International  Banking  Corpora- 
tion. 

National  Association  of  Manufacturers: 
Speaker  to  be  announced. 

American  Institute  of  Bankers:  Speaker  to 
be  announced. 

American  Bar  Association :  Arthur  I.  Vorys, 
chairman  Committee  on  Insurance  Law. 

Fifth  Day,    Friday,   Octoher  8th 

State  Supervision:  T.  J.  Falvey,  president 
Massachusetts  Bonding  &  Insurance  Com- 
pany ;  T.  W.  Blackburn,  secretary  and 
counsel  American  Life  Convention. 

Taxation  for  Bevenue:  Edward  A.  Woods, 
president  National  Association  of  Life 
Underwriters;  F.  Robertson  Jones,  secre- 
tary Workmen's  Compensation  Publicity 
Bureau. 

National  Sidpervision :  Samuel  Davis,  topic 
chairman,  member  of  Boston  Bar;  Charles 
F.  Coffin,  vice-president  State  Life  Insur- 
ance Company;  George  W.  Miller,  presi- 
dent National  Fraternal  Congress  of 
America. 

Communistic  Experiments  as  Obstructions  to 
Insurance  Progress:  David  Starr  Jordan, 
chancellor  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  Uni- 
versity. 

Sixth   Day,   Saturday,   October   9th 

Open    Forum:     Robert    Lynn    Cox,    special 
chairman;   preliminary  report  and  general 
discussion. 
Seventh  Day,  Monday,  Octoher  11th 

World's  Insurance  Congress  Peace  Day: 
Dr.  David  Starr  Jordan,  special  chairman. 

(In  Court  of  Universe,  Exposition  grounds.) 


Eighth   Day,    Tuesday,    October   ISth 

Conservation  of  Human  Life:    E.  E.  Ritten- 
house,   special  chairman.     (Court   of  Uni- 
verse.) 
Ninth    Day,    Wednesday,    Octoher    13th 

Fire  Elimination  Day:    Franklin  H.  Went- 
worth,  special  chairman.     (Court   of  Uni- 
verse.) 
Tenth   Day,    Thursday,    Octoher   14th 

Safety     First — Accident     Prevention     Day: 
(Court  of  Universe.) 
Eleventh  Day,  Friday,   October  15th 

Beport    of    Besolutions    Committee    to    Na- 
tional Council:    (Civic  Auditorium.) 


You  will  save  money  by  attending  the 
Insurance  Congress.  For  otherwise  you 
might  be  on  the  Zone. 


Interinsurance  Officially  Condemned 

John  S.  Patterson,  state  insurance  com- 
missioner of  Texas,  in  his  address  at  the 
meeting  of  state  insurance  commissioners, 
at  Monterey,  said  that  ''interinsurance  is  a 
trap  for  uninformed  property  owners."  He 
urged  strict  state  regulation  of  interinsur- 
ance (which  is  a  modern  and  special  form 
of  mutual  insurance). 

Commissioner  Patterson  declared  that 
interinsurance  is  merely  a  device  for  the 
benefit  of  the  "attorney-in-fact,  the  organ- 
izing and  managing  head."  This  has  been 
proved  in  California,  in  one  pretentious 
case,  where  the  interinsurer  absorbed  63 
percent  of  the  income  for  expenses. 

This  form  of  alleged  insurance  is  not 
generally  under  any  definite  state  super- 
vision, nor  required  to  maintain  any 
standard  of  solvency  or  efficiency  of  manage- 
ment; and  as  Commissioner  Patterson  said, 
swindlers  take  advantage  of  this  freedom 
from  conditions  and  control. 


Sacramento,  September  18. — Maurice  "W. 
Wolfe  and  his  son  Victor,  tailors,  charged 
with  conspiracy  to  commit  arson,  were  re- 
eased  today  on  $3,000  bail  each,  after  their 
appearance  in  the  police  courts.  Their  pre- 
liminary hearing  was  set  for  Sept.  21. 
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CHIPS 

—By  the  Side  of  Every  Man  Is  a  Pit 
Let  him  have  care  lest  he  fall  into  it. 

— Hangtown  Creek  Sands 

assay  $2,:}90  gold  per  ton.  These  are  the 
returns  on  97  pounds  black  sand  shipped  to 
Selby,  Cal.  Placerville  is  still  on  the  map. 
The  near-by  Day  mine  has  just  been  bonded 
to  a  Canadian  company  for  $100,000. 

— Springfield  Moves 

to  150  Sansome  street  on  October  1.  Man- 
ager Geo.  W.  Dornin  announces  that  the 
department  headquarters  of  the  Springfield 
F.  &  M.  and  the  Newark  Fire  are  being 
moved  from  the  third  floor  of  the  Kohl 
building  to  the  ground  floor  at  150  Sansome 
street,  opposite  the  new  sub-treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

— October  9tli 

is  a  good  date  for  a  Fire  Prevention  Day. 
Not  only  did  Chicago  burn  up  on  that  day 
in  sisite  of  i)lenty  of  water,  but  Oct.  9th  is 
about  the  time  when  fires  are  started  in 
heating  stoves  and  long  unused  flues  are 
fired.  It  is  a  time  to  be  thoughtful  and 
careful  and  dwell  on  the  possibilities  of  a 
big  fire  starting  in  neglected  chimneys  or 
accumulated  rubbish.  Clean  up!  or  you 
may  be  cleaned  out. 

— "Alterations  and  Repairs'' — 
Paul  Kingston,  one  of  San  Francisco's  lead- 
ing brokers,  tells  this  true  story:  "After  the 
fire  of  1906  I  received  a  'phone  message  from 
out  Ashbury  Heights  way.  The  voice,  that 
of  a  lady,  said  she  had  a  claim  against  my 
company.  I  answered,  expressing  surprise, 
as  the  April  18  fire  had  not  gone  so  far 
west.  She  said,  then,  that  she  had  had  no 
fire,  but  that  her  seal-skin  cloak  and  other 
garments  had  been  sent  to  a  cleaner  down 
town  and  there  burned  up.  I  told  her  that 
her  policy  covered  personal  efl'ects  while  in 
her  house  and  I  feared  the  company  would 
not  be  liable  for  goods  burned  in  another 
building.  She  answered,  with  a  note  of 
triumph,  that  she  had  read  her  policy  and 
was  sure  the  company  was  liable  for  her  loss 
at  the  cleaner's,  becau.se  it  very  plainly 
granted  permission  for  alterations  and 
repairs." 


— Not  True 

is  the  report  that  the  Home  of  New  York 
is  preparing  to  invade  Porto  Rico  and  South 
America. 

— New  Experience  Schedule 
for  the  United  States,  "  The  Experience 
Grading  and  Rating  schedule,"  by  E.  G. 
Richards,  United  States  manager  of  the 
North  Britisii  &  Mercantile,  is  being  issued 
by  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 
As  we  go  to  press  we  are  promised  a  copy. 
— Life  Underwriters 

Association  of  San  Francisco  meets  on  Sep- 
tember 30  at  6  :.30  p.  m.  and  will  hear  two 
talkers.  Five  members  of  the  Goodfellow 
family  have  applieil  for  permission  to  ride 
the  goat — A.  P.  Chipron,  Leo  Kaufman,  W. 
E.  Lawson,  Frank  W.  Thompson,  H.  E. 
Van  Sander.  The  only  moisture  at  the 
dinner  will  be  falling  dues. 
— Items 

The  Tokio  Marine  is  now  in  "Washington. 

The  Occidental  Life  convention  of  the 
1100,000  club  on  Catalina  Island  was  a 
complete  success  and   an  enjoyable  aff^air. 

Cliarles  S.  Hill,  special  agent  for  the 
Wayman  &  Henry  general  agency,  died  of 
heart  disease  at  Denver  recently,  aged  58. 

Willard  Done,  special  counsel  for  the 
National  Board  at  San  Francisco,  has  re- 
signed. The  Board  will  not  appoint  a  suc- 
cessor. Mr.  Done  was  formerly  insurance 
commissioner  of  Utah.  Having  lived  in 
Greater  San  Francisco  for  fifteen  months 
and  made  many  agreeable  acquaintances, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Done  return  to  their  old  home 
with  no  little  regret.  Mr.  Done  will  open  a 
local  agency  in  Salt  Lake  City.  A  good 
speaker  and  writer  he  should  be  a  good 
underwriter. 

Manager  Watt  is  attending  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  Royal  and 
the  Queen,  at  Sulphur  Springs,  AVest  Vir- 
ginia. 

W.  A.  Wann  is  no  longer  in  the  employ 
of  the  Manhattan  Life. 

Secretary  Gatz  of  the  Fidelity  <k  Casualty 
Company  has  been  making  a  two  weeks 
visit  to  San  Francisco  and  other  Coast 
points.     "Business  as  usual." 
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— Items 

Vice  President  F.  C.  Bnswell  of  the  Home 
is  in  San  Franci-co,  taking  over  tlie  Frank- 
lin Fire  agency. 

Charles  H.  Coates  of  the  Germania  Fire's 
Western  department  is  visiting  the  Pacific 
Coast  and  will  appoint  a  new  special  agent. 

President  Cochran  of  the  Pacific  Mutnal 
has  been  giving  General  Agent  Kilgarifi" 
some  lessons  in  golf,  out  on  the  United 
Service  links  at  the  Presidio,  San  Francisco. 
Not  bad,  that  making  the  18tli green  in  four 
strokes,  which  is  one  le-s  than  par. 

Fred  Biirness  is  now  with  the  automobile 
department  of  the  Fireman's  Fund. 

Policyholders  of  the  great  Prudential  will 
select  the  directors  of  the  company  at  the 
meeting  at  the  home  oHice  on  December  6. 

A.  G.  Hall,  publisher  and  editor  of  the 
excellent  Surveyor  of  New  York,  is  survey- 
ing our  great  Exposition. 

Special  Agent  Gay  of  Spokane,  of  tiie 
Phoenix  Assurance  staff,  has  been  in  San 
Francisco  for  some  tiuie,  brought  here  by  a 
very  serious  accident  to  his  son.  The 
young  man,  with  others,  took  a  jitney  ride. 
Anothe*- jitney,  likewise  iu  a  hurry,  collided 
with  it,  as  so  often  happens.  Young  Gay, 
in  the  accident,  suffered  a  broken  thigh  and 
a  fractured  skull  and  is  in  the  hospital. 

Manager  Fabj  of  the  Liverpool  &.  London 
&  Globe  is  attending  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  managers  of  the  North  American  de- 
partment of  the  company. 

Charles  Burright  and  his  wife  Jeane,  in- 
cendiaries of  Oakland,  Cal. ,  are  under  arrest 
and  have  confessed  to  setting  fire  to  some 
twenty  houses  and  collecting  the  insurance. 

Denver  will  welcome  Bernard  Faymon- 
ville,  Frank  J.  Devlin  and  Walter  M. 
Speyer  about  October  18,  when  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Association  meets, 

E.  C.  F.  Knowles,  an  experienced  field 
man  who  has  been  special  agent  for  the 
Phoenix  Assurance  at  Portland,  will  succeed 
R.  Gallegos  resigned,  as  assistant  general 
agent  under  General  Agent  Irving  of  the 
Pacific  department. 

Naggers  never,  no  never,  have  anybody 
"at  home"  iu  the  coco. 


Here  are  samples  of  the  Standard  Classi- 
fication of  Occupancy  Hazards  by  the  actu- 
arial  bureau   committee   of    the     National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters: 
AVarehouses — Acid  and  Chemical 
"  Cold  Storage 

"  Cotton  (no  compressing) 

"  Grain  in  Sacks 

"  General  Storage  (not  specif- 

ically classed) 
Glass 
"  Hay,  Straw — Broom  Corn 

"  Hemp — Jute — other  Vege- 

table Fibres  not  specifically 
classed 
"  Household  Furniture 

"  Naval  Stores — in  Storehou.se 

or  Yard 
Oils 
"  Rice 

' '  Tobacco 

"  Whiskey 

Wool 
Of  course  I  am  amateurish  and  perhaps 
wrong  in  wondering  why  the  bureau  omits 
Paper,  Dried  Fruit,  Hops,  Machinery  and 
other  warehou.ses.  In  the  classification 
(automatic-sprinklered)  No.  9.58  is  Theatres 
(r  before  e)  and  Opera  Honses  (with  or 
without  Motion  Pictures  )  ;  703  (  miscel- 
laneous) is  Grain  Growing  in  Fields.  This 
bureau  is  doing  good  work,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  gathering  a  record  of  "bad  eggs." 

— "Slate  Should  Stop  Over-Insurance," 
says  Sig  Wormser  in  the  Fresno  Republican. 
And  it  took  him  over  half  a  long  column  to 
present  his  ideas  based  on  no  knowledge. 
He  says  local  agents  are  responsible  for 
over-insurance  and  insurance  companies  are 
foolish  when  they  select  local  agents.  There 
you  are. 

— Our  Subscribers  Differ 

indeed.  Some  of  them  are  very  indignant 
when  we  "cut  them  off"  on  their  neglect  to 
pay  bills,  and  others  "sour"  if  we  don't. 
What  would  you?  We  are  willing  to  ex- 
tend credit  but  we  don't  like  to  be  abused  if 
we  do. 

— Having  Made  a  Fortune 

the  Pacific  Coast  Fire  Insurance  Salvage  Co. 

is  retiring. 
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San  Jose  Arson  Charged 

San  Jose,  Sept.  15.— Vincent  Donnis  was 
arrested  by  Fire  Chief  Edward  Haley, 
charged  with  arson.  Haley  accuses  Donnis 
of  setting  fire  to  his  barber  shop  to  collect 
insurance. 


Three  Hop  Houses   Destroyed    by    Incen- 
diary Fire 

Goshen,  Or.,  Sept.  15. — Three  hop  houses 
and  contents  were  destroyed  by  fire  believed 
to  have  been  of  incendiary  origin  last  night. 
The  property  belonged  toJolniM.  Edmund- 
son  and  was  valued  at  $5,000.  It  is  believed 
to  have  been  set  by  tlie  parties  responsible 
for  other  recent  hop  fires  in  tiiis  state. 


Fine !  $1,000  Paid  ! 

Gustave  H.  Umbsen,  niemberoftlie Insur- 
ance Brokers'  Exchange,  San  Francisco, 
was  found  guilty,  on  ten  counts,  of  violating 
the  rules  of  the  exchange  and  fined  $1,000. 
The  fine  was  paid  and  Umbsen,  promising 
not  to  do  so  again,  is  once  more  a  member 
in  good  standing. 


Items 

The  first  issue  of  "Fire  Facts"  is  sent  out 
by  the  Washington  Surveying  and  Rating 
Bureau.  Among  tlie  contents:  A  Word  to 
Campers,  Don'ts  to  Memorize,  How  to 
Reduce  tlie  Cost  of  Fire  Insurance. 


Building    Contractor   Indicted    for   Arson 

Portland,  Or  ,  Sept.  15.— Investigation  by 
the  grand  jury  of  an  alleged  arson  plot  re- 
sulted today  in  an  indictment  against  San- 
ford  W.  Currier,  building  contractor,  who  Is 
in  jail  accused  of  setting  fire  to  iiis  house 
here  in  August,  1912. 

Several  other  men  are  accusetl  in  connec- 
tion with  the  alleged  state-wide  arson  ring, 
but  only  one.  Grant  Hawley,  lias  been 
arrested.  Currier  is  said  to  have  confessed 
that  he  made  a  profitable  business  of  build- 


ing houses  and  burning  them  for  the  past 
ten  years.  His  operations,  it  is  said,  ex- 
tended over  California,  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington. 


Birthday 

Judge  De  Lappe,  general  adjuster  for 
Christensen  &  Goodwin,  was70years  young 
on  September  16.  He  had  forgotten  it,  but 
going  to  his  de~k  that  morning  he  found  it 
overflowing  with  flowers  and  telegrams  of 
congratulation  from  the  "boys"  in  the 
field.  The  head  offices  of  the  companies  in 
the  department  sent  their  congratulations 
also,  and  there  were  bank-checks  too. 


Alleged  Incendiary  Held 

Los  Angeles,  Sept.  15. —  Arsino  Rubino,  a 
sewing  macliine  agent  arrested  as  an  alleged 
fuiitive,  indicted  for  extortion  in  New 
York,  was  held  here  today  pending  further 
investigation  by  the  police  of  the  alleged 
"arson  trust"  operated  here  during  the  last 
two  years.  Two  men  already  are  under 
arrest,  charged  with  having  started  many 
incendiary  fires.  Rubino  is  said  to  have 
forfeited  $1 ,500  bail  in  New  York. 


American  Eagle  Fire. — J.  W.  Robb  has 
l)een  appointed  agency  superintendent.  A. 
P.  Lange  will  be  his  aid  as  general  agent 
and  travel  in  the  West. 

Salt  Lake  Marriage. — Z.  W.  Comiiierford,  a 
Salt  Lake  City  insurance  man,  was  married 
on  September  9  to  ;\Irs.  I^lhel  Senor  Ackley 
of  San  Francisco. 


Sacramento,  Sept.  16.  —  Following  the 
destruction  of  about  $18,000  worth  of  hops 
and  hop  buildings  on  the  Menke  ranch,  east 
of  this  city,  hop  farmers  in  that  vicinity 
have  redoubled  their  eff"orts  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  incendiary  fires.  The  Folsom 
road  now  resembles  a  boulevard,  so  bril- 
liantly is  it  lighted,  and  the  buildings  and 
the  immediate  vicinities  of  all  the  hop 
ranches  are  9o(Hled  with  liglit.  Any  road 
touri-t  who  looks  like  an  1.  W.  W.  runs  the 
risk  of  being  sliot. 

The  Austrian  embassador  now  knows 
what  "three  strikes  and  out"  means. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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Appointment.  —  Announcement  was  made 
today  by  The  Prudential  Insurance  Company 
of  America  of  the  election  by  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  company  of  John  W.  Sted- 
man,  of  New  York,  as  assistant  treasurer  of 
the  company.  He  will  join  The  Prudential 
on  October  1.  For  the  past  ten  years  ]Mr. 
Stedman  has  been  associated  with  Clark, 
Dodge  &  Company,  of  51  Wall  street.  New 
York,  in  its  bond  department,  and  the 
knowledge  gleaned  by  him  through  this 
affiliation  will  be  of  much  value  to  him  in 
his  new  work.  Mr.  Stedman  is  a  graduate 
of  Harvard,  of  the  class  of  1902. 

*  *        * 

Fire  Losses,  according  to  the  J.  C.  &  C.  B., 
are  falling  off  so  fast  that  we  are  alarmed 
lest  the  politicians  go  into  the  business  or 
the  companies  engage  in  a  rate-war.  Besides, 
as  we  read,  there  were  these  large  losses  on 
this  Coast  in  August:  Deleker,  Cal.,  $300,- 
000;  Portola,  Cal.,  $300,000;  Portland, 
$240,000;  Winlock,  Wash.,  $200,000.  Our 
Coast  newspapers  lack  enterprise. 

*  «         * 

Missouri. — Commissioner  Revelle  is  out  of 
the  insurance  department — not  because  he 
disgraced  it  but  to  reward  hiui  with  some- 
tiiing  hire  up. 

*  *         * 

Casualty  Nerve.  —  The  Health  &  Accident 
Underwriters  Conference  at  Chicago  actually 
expelled  a  member — tlie  Capitol  of  India- 
napolis —  for  "twisting."  The  vote  for 
expulsion  was  unanimous.  The  president 
of  the  expelled  (mutual)  company  said  that 
the  agents  whose  business  had  been  twisted 
(from  their  former  stock  company)  came  to 
him  voluntarily,  The  president  of  Inter- 
ocean  Casualty  Co.  was  bitter  against  the 
offending  company.  We  see  something 
dark  in  the  woodpile. 

»         »         « 

New  York. —  Fire  premiums  for  the  first 
half  of  1914  ($11,435,251)  fell  off  about  10 
percent  as  compared  with  a  year  ago.  This 
decline  indicates  the  condition  of  general 
business. 


Industrial  Accidents. — Some  two  and  a  half 
years'  experience  with  industrial  accidents 
in  Wisconsin  shows  25  percent  traceable  to 
machinery.  This  experience  is  about  the 
same  as  that  of  Germany.  Oh  well,  isn't 
Wisconsin  a  German  state? 

*  «         « 

Theft.  —  Many  automobile  thefts  are  re- 
ported, all  over  the  country.  Some  of  these 
thefts  are  believed  to  be  due  the  jitney 
chances  of  profitable  use  or  easy  sale.  Sec- 
ond-hand Fords  are  picked  up  instantly 
after  offer,  and  their  theft  is  increasing.  A 
second-hand  rrachine  of  last  year's  de.'^ign, 
of  any  kind,  usually  sells  easily  at  half  price 
if  not  run  more  than  2500  miles.  Hence  the 
theft  temptations. 

»         »         « 

Eastland  Finals. — It  is  now  definitely  known 
that  812  humans  lost  their  lives  when  the 
excursion  steamer  Eastland  capsized  at  a 
river  wharf  in  Chicago,  July  24.  Of  tliis 
number  451  were  women  and  361  were  men. 
About  one-fourth  were  married ;  98  were 
under  16  years  old.  The  number  aboard 
was  2500.     The  cause  of   the  disaster  was 

lack  of  ballast. 

*  «         * 

Transferred  to  Federal  Court. — The  suit  of  the 
Utah  Association  of  Credit  men,  trustee  for 
the  bankrupt  Providence  Co-operative  Mer- 
cantile Institution  of  Providence,  Utah, 
against  the  National  Ben  Franklin  Fire  Ins. 
Co.,  was  transferred,  September  10,  to  the 
United  States  district  court.  The  action  is 
to  collect  $3,338.38  insurance  on  the  com- 
pany's store  at  Providence,  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1914. 

«         «         * 

Personal. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elbridge  G.  Snow 
last  week  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary.  They  were  greeted  with 
flowers  of  the  field  and  flowers  of  the 
language.  All  the  Home's  field  men  joined 
in  greetings  beautifully  phrased  and  en- 
grossed. 

»         »         * 

The  Royal  leads  in  Boston  premiums. 
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Error  as  to  Fresno 

The  item  in  a  Coast  Review  advance 
sheet,  mentioning  the  conference  of  Board 
men  and  Merchants  Association  men  in 
Fresno  on  Septemher  20.  The  National 
Board's  engineer,  recently  employed  by  the 
Exposition,  Mr.  Johnson,  is  one  of  the 
engineers  who  visit  towns  for  tlie  national 
organization  and  make  reports  on  their 
condition  as  regards  conflagration  possibili- 
ties. Mr.  Johnson  was  sent  to  Fresno  by 
the  National  Board,  and  not  by  the  Board 
of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific.  His 
report  to  the  National  Board  in  New  York 
will  be  sent  by  that  body  to  the  Board  here. 


It  is  believed  the  fire  started  from  an  ex- 
plosion of  wine  fumes. 


Told  Fresno  That  its    Means   of    Fighting 
Fire  are  Inadequate 

Fresno,  Septen.ber  11.  —  The  National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  in  a  report 
sent  to  the  Merchants  Association  of  Fresno, 
gives  the  reasons  for  the  15  percent  increase 
in  insurance  rates  which  went  into  effect 
here  al)out  a  month  ago.  The  chief  reasons 
set  forth  are: 

"The  water  company  does  not  pay  enough 
attention  to  fire  protection  needs  of  the 
city, 

"The  present  fire  force  does  not  provide 
adequate  fire  protection. 

"The  fire  alarm  system  is  seriously  de- 
ficient " 

It  is  also  pointed  out  that  only  a  few  of 
the  recommendations  made  in  Iflll  have 
been  carried  out,  and  that  new  engine- 
houses  and  more  men  have  not  been  added 
with  the  increase;  in  population  in  the  city. 
The  report  commends  the  fire  department 
for  the  showing  made  with  the  present 
equipment.  Engineer  Johnson,  who  makes 
the  report,  also  recommends  that  more 
alarm  boxes  be  installed  in  the  city. 


Fires.  —  Presbyterian  church  at  Redding, 
Cal.,  together  with  parsonage  and  one 
dwelling,  burned  with  $7,000  loss,  Sept.  13. 
Origin  believed  incendiary. 

The  AVm.  Lehn  winery  at  Forestvillcj 
Cal.,  burned  S?ept.  12.  About  500,000  g;  1 
Ions  of  wine,  valued  at  $70,000,  destroyed 
This  is  one  of  the  non-association  wineries. 


Cashier  Goes  Wrong 

"William  H.  Wubben,  for  the  past  twelve 
years  cashier  of  the  Caledonian  office  in  San 
Francisco,  walked  into  police  headquarters 
on  September  8  and  asked  to  be  arrested  on 
a  charge  of  embezzlement.  He  confessed  to 
frequent  embezzlements  of  his  employers' 
funds  for  the  past  six  years. 

The  embezzlements,  as  discovered,  extend 
back  to  1908  and  amount  to  possibly  $3,000. 
Seven  charges  have  l)een  brought  against 
the  "weak  brother"  Wubben. 

The  offices  interested  are  the  Caledonian, 
Aachen  tt  Munich  and  Caledonian- Ameri- 
can. A.  C.  Olds  is  the  manager  of  the 
Pacific  department. 


Wooden  Buildings    Allowed   in    Portland 
Fire  Limit 

Portland's  city  council,  September  8, 
passed  Commissioner  Dieck's  ordinance 
changing  the  inner  fire  limits  so  as  to  per- 
mit slow-burning  mill  construction  wooden 
buildings  within  part  of  the  district  hereto- 
fore restricted  for  fireproof  buildings  only. 
The  emergency  clause  makes  it  effective  at 
once.  Building  organizations  urged  this 
action  of  the  council. 


James  H  Brewster,  United  States  man- 
ager of  the  Scottish  Union  &  National  and 
the  State,  is  ao:ain  at  iiome,  after  an  opera- 
tion at  a  Hartford  hospital.  Several  weeks 
must  pass  liefore  he  will  be  able  to  resume 
office  work. 

Undeterred  by  tlie  losses  incurred  by  other 
Coast  companies  in  Illinois,  the  Guaniian 
Fire  will  venture  into  the  fiery  furnace, 
writing  surplus  lines  now  and  direct  lines 
soon.  Does  the  Guardian  imagine  it  is  a 
safe  and  sacred  prophet? 

Deed  of  Trust  Invalidates. — The  U.  S.  circuit 
court  of  appeals  reverses  the  decision  of  a 
federal  district  court  sitting  in  "West  Vir- 
ginia, in  Downey,  Receiver,  v.  Hartford 
Fire,  and  rules  that  a  deed  of  trust  creates 
an  incumbrance  and  invalidates  the  fire 
policy. 
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The  Citizens 

This  St.  Louis  company  is  owned  by 
stockliolders  of  the  Hartford  Fire.  It  lias 
been  represented  by  General  Agent  Hewitt 
here  and  by  other  Hartford  agents  else- 
where. The  Citizens  has  $601,680  assets, 
$37,730  liabilities,  $200,000  capital,  $363,952 
surplus,  and  $26,313  reinsurance  reserve. 
Its  business  was  reinsured  as  of  December 
31.  The  agency  for  this  Coast  has  been 
placed  with  C.  C.  Kinney,  who  loses  the 
Franklin  agency  this  month. 


mass    to  fall   on   him.      He    was   instantly 
killed. 


(ieneral  Agent  Hewitt  continues  to  repre- 
sent the  Sterling  Fire. 


Alleged  Arson  at  Portland 

Portland,  (Jr.,  Aug.  31.  — Edwards  and 
Towne,  concerned  in  incendiary  fires  here 
also,  it  i.-f  alleged,  are  charged  with  setting 
fire  also  to  a  double  house  in  San  Jose  in 
iyi3  and  a  three-room  house  in  Richmond, 
Cal.,  so ju  afterward.  Detectives  are  work- 
ing on  Sanford  W.  Currier's  and  Grant 
Hawley's  '"confession,"  it  is  said,  witli  a 
possibility  of  netting  six  other  men. 

W.  Stewart  says  he  was  Currier's  con- 
federate and  burned  a  house  at  Lents,  near 
tliis  city,  August  3J,  1914;  further,  that  Paul 
Yates  was  alleged  by  Currier  to  be  a 
member  of  the  California  branch  arson  gang. 

Turpentine,  linseed  oil  and  varnish  were 
used  lo  start  fires,  and  apparently  left  the 
least  trace. 


The  Phoenix  Assurance  and  the  Union 
Marine  have  withdrawn  from  the  Casualty 
Underwriters  Association. 


Fair  Fire 

August  31  crossed  wires  or  a  bad  flue  at  a 
milk  company's  exhibit  at  the  Fair  at 
noon,  caused  a  fire  which  brought  out  the 
fire  department.     Damage  small. 


Casualty. —  B.  W.  Ferguson,  Seattle  state 
agent  for  the  Pacific  Coast  Casualty  Co., 
was  instantly  killed,  Aug.  31,  while  cross- 
ing Paradise  (Stevens)  glacier  on  Mt.  Rain- 
ier. He  was  picking  the  ice  in  an  ice-cave 
with  his  alpenstock.      This  caused  a   large 


Is  It  Lawful  ? 

.Etna  Life  &  Accident- Automobile- Lia- 
bility Combination  in  San  Francisco  appears 
to  be  putting  it  over  on  the  fire  companies, 
by  writing  the  Leavitt  company  and  cars  a 
policy  covering  fire  and  theft  of  cars  all  over 
the  state,  and  also  a  lot  of  accessories  here, 
there  and  everywhere  at  a  If  rate.  Leavitt 
in  turn  charges  his  customers  the  regulation 
2i  rate. 

If  it  be  granted  that  the  non-board  com- 
bination can  lawfully  though  not  wisely  cut 
rates,  can  the  Leavitts  enter  into  an  insur- 
ance contract — fire,  theft  and  marine  -with 
his  patrons  without  any  license  as  an  insur- 
ance agent  and  broker  ? 


Marine  Loss.  —  Alaskan  S.  S.  Co.  freight 
steamer  Edith  abandoned  off  Cape  Hin- 
chein  brook,  August  30,  was  picked  up  by 
str.  Mariposa.  Later  the  sinking  freighter 
was  cast  off  and  is  now  at  the  bottom  of  the 
sea.  Loss  $140,000  on  the  ship,  and  on  the 
cargo  of  copper  concentrates  about  $90,000. 
The  Edith  was  returning  from  Nome.  She 
was  iron,  276  feet  long,  2369  gross,  and  33 
years  old.     Cargo  and  ship  were  insured. 


Earned  Fire  Premiums 

American  and  foreign  fire  and  fire-marine 
companies  received  last  year,  as  reported 
to  the  New  York  state  insurance  depart- 
ment, $318,-349,924  premiums  earned.  The 
foreign  companies  received  $98,529,082  or 
about  31  percent. 

Neither  American  nor  foreign  companies, 
as  a  class,  made  any  underwriting  profit. 


Nearly  a  Stand-OfiF 

Fire  and  fire-marine  companies  report  to 
the  New  Y^ork  insurance  department  a  loss 
of  $796,208  on  sale  or  maturity  of  ledgei 
assets,  and  a  pi-ofit  on  same  of  $896,311. 


Bend,  Or.,  August  31.— The  Bend  hotel, 
one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  central  Oregon 
was  burned  to  the  ground  early  this  morn- 
ing by  a  fire  which  it  is  believed  started  in 
tlie  kitchen.     Loss  about  $5,000. 
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Insurance    Congress  —   100  Mark  Passed 

The  one  luiiulred  mark  lias  been  reached 
in  the  number  of  organizations  of  national 
or  sectional  influence  representing  insur- 
ance and  its  allied  activities  which,  through 
resolution,  have  endorsed  the  World's  In- 
surance Congress  and  named  a  member  to 
serve  in  its  National  Council.  The  associa- 
tions joining  since  the  publication  of  our 
last  list,  June  17th,  are  as  follows:" 

American  Institute  of  Marine  Under- 
writers; J.  B.  Leviton,  vice  president  Fire 
man's  Fund  Insurance  Company. 

Pacific  Casualty  &  Surety  Association ; 
Joy  Lichtenstein,  manager  Pacific  Coast 
dep't,  Hartford  Accident  &  Indemnity  Co. 
(alternate  Wm.  C.  Ramm,  Globe  Indemnity 
Company) 

Department  of  Incorporated  Mntnals;  J. 
C.  Adderly,  secretary  Millers  Mutual  Casu- 
alty Company. 

Employers  Mutual  Casualty  Federation  of 
America;  J.  C.  Adderly. 

Bureau  of  Commercial  Economics ;  Francis 
Holley,  director  of  Bureau  of  Commercial 
Economics,  San  Francisco. 

American  Bar  Association ;  Arthur  I. 
Vorys,  chairman  Committee  on  Insurance 
Law,  American  Bar  Association 

Texas  Life  Convention;  T.  W.  Vardell, 
president  Southwestern  Life  Insurance  Co. 

National  Board  of  Marine  Underwriters; 
J.  B.  Levison,  vice  president  Fireman's 
Fund  Insurance  Company. 

American  Electric  Railway  Association ; 
A.  H.  Ford,  general  manager,  Cumber- 
land County  Power  &  Light  Company, 
Portland,  Me.  (Alternate  F.  J.  Spaulding, 
insurance  manager  Brooklyn  Rapid  Transit 
Company. 

The  officials  of  each  asssociation  are  urged 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  their  represen- 
tative in  the  National  Council  is  certain  to 
Attend  the  Congress  proceedings,  and  if 
not.  to  appoint  a  representative  who  will 
attend  and  notify  us  of  such  change  in 
appointment. 

W.  L.  Hatliaway, 
Commissioner. 


were  quickly  extinguished  by  the  active  and 
vigilant  fire  department.  There  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  conflagration  hazard  from 
this  aerial  cause  in  a  brick  and  stone  city. 


Good  Life  Insurance  Risk 

Dr.  Newo  Newi  New  of  Los  Angeles,  head 
of  the  Newthot  cult,  says  he  will  never  fill 
a  hole  in  the  ground  and  that  he  has  his 
work  planned  for  the  next  500  years. 


Answers 

L.  F.  A. —Particulars  of  the  Dibble  against 
Reliance  Life  in  August  Coast  Review  on 
page  352. 

Wm.  J. — If  your  company  should  with- 
draw from  this  country  it  would  have  no 
difliculty  in  reinsuring  its  .American  busi- 
ness. The  deposit  capital  could  not  be 
withdrawn  as  long  as  any  of  the  outstanding 
risks  were  in  force — that  is  to  say,  not  until 
all  tiie  reinsurance  risks  had  expired. 


Proposed  Constitutional  Taxation  Amend- 
ment 

Next  month  in  California  a  state  election 
will  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on 
several  amendments  to  the  constitution. 
Probably  the  most  important  of  the  amend- 
ments is  that  of  Senate  amendment  No.  38 
which  proposes  to  mat*irially  change  the 
system  of  taxation  which  exists  at  present. 
It  provides  for  the  abolition  of  the  present 
method  of  taxing  corporations  for  state 
purposes  and  vests  in  tlie  legislature  the 
power  to  provide  a  system  of  taxation  for 
the  state  and  for  all  the  counties  and 
municipalities.  The  state  board  of  Equal- 
ization is  abolished  and  instead  a  tax  com- 
mission is  provided  for,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  governor,  which  will  deal  with  the 
whole  subject  of  assessments. 


The  "zep"    raid    in    London    last    week 
started  several  house  fires,  which,  however, 


It  is  stated  that  the  only  risk  which 
underwriters  in  the  City  of  London  are 
refusing  to  cover  at  the  present  time  is 
property  owned  by  alien  enemies  ag-ainst 
riot  damage.  But  as  the  community  has  to 
make  good  any  damage  done  by  riot,  it 
should  not  be  necessary  to  cover  that  risk. — 
The  Policyholder. 
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Burned   Fresno   Auto   Chemical    Was 
Insured 

There  Will  Be  an  Investigation 

Motor  Cliemical  No.  3,  which  was  burned 
in  a  fire  at  Fresno,  Cal.,  on  the  night  of 
September  7,  was  insured  for  |2,000,  by  two 
policies,  one  in  the  St.  Paul  F.  &  M.  for 
$1,000,  which  expired  fifteen  hours  after  the 
fire,  and  one  for  $1,000  in  the  Home,  which 
expires  September  13.  Only  the  chief's 
automobile  is  now  insured. 

There  will  be  an  ofiicial  inve.stigation  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  burning  of  the 
motor-chemical.  Commissioner  Pratt  will 
find  out  "if  it  is  customary  to  drive  chemical 
tracks  into  burning  buildings."  The  fire- 
men rashly  ilrove  their  "gasoline  (chemical) 
buggy"  into  a  burning  barn.  An  explosion 
followed. 

The  motor  chemical  will  be  replaced  in 
two  months,  after  advertising  for  bids. 


Steamboat  Monarch  Suit 

Last  April,  as  recorded  in  these  columns, 
the  river  and  bay  steamboat  Monarch,  ply- 
ing between  Sacramento  and  San  Francisco, 
sprung  a  leak  and  was  beached  at  Selby. 
Passengers  and  crew  were  taken  off.  Two 
days  later  the  tide  drew  the  Monarch  into 
deep  water,  where  she  sank. 

The  owners,  the  Sacramento  S.  S.  Co., 
now  sue  the  marine  and  fire-inarine  insur- 
ers, as  follows: 

^tna      $10,000 

Hartford  Fire 6,000 

London  Assurance 2,500 

Marine 7,500 

Maritime 2,500 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M 7,500 

Union  Marine 3,750 

Western  Assurance 2,700 

The  defence  is  unseaworthiness,  which 
would  void  the  policies. 


Bonding.  —  Los  Angeles  jitney  men  must 
hereafter  pay  a  premium  equal  to  about  $3 
a  week, 

Niagara  Fire. — Chas.  H.  Coffin  will  become 
president  of  the  Niagara  Fire  in  about  60 
days. 


Incendiary   Hop   Fires  in  Oregon 

Independence,  Ore.,  Sept.  9.  —  Strike 
agitators  are  charged  with  fires  that  to- 
night destroyed  two  barns  on  the  Wigrich, 
Richardson  &  Co.  ranch  and  a  hop  store- 
house on  the  George  Reuf  ranch,  near  here. 
It  is  reported  here  that  the  hopmen  will 
appeal  to  the  governor  for  troops  to  protect 
them. 

Reuf  lost  all  of  this  year's  crop.  Five 
valuable  horses  and  much  farm  equipment 
were  lost  in  the  two  barns  on  the  Richard- 
son ranch.  There  has  been  much  trouble 
in  the  hop  country  with  strike  agitators,  and 
a  number  of  hophouses  have  already  been 
burned. 

Salem,  Ore.,  Sept.  11. — Seven  more  hop 
barns  are  in  ashes  today  on  the  ranch  of  T. 
A.  Livesley  &  Co.,  four  miles  from  here, 
representing  a  loss  of  $30,000  and  bringing 
the  total  loss  from  fire  in  the  Oregon  hop 
districts  within  the  last  thirty- six  hours  to 
more  than  $60,000. 

Most  of  the  fires  are  believed  to  have 
been  of  incendiary  origin,  although  acci- 
dental fires  are  not  uncommon  in  the  hop 
houses  because  of  the  intense  heat  used  in 
drying  the  hops.  There  has  been  much 
dissatisfaction  among  pickers  because  the 
price  for  pic  ing  was  cut  from  50  cents  a 
box  to  40  cents  this  year  in  practically  all 
the  yards.  Agitators  have  been  busy  in 
attempts  to  organize  strikes. 


Hopland,  Cal.,  Sept.  9. —  On  the  P.  E. 
Blalock  place  today  24,000  lbs.  of  green  hops 
were  burned.     Origin  of  fire  not  known. 


Probation   for  Incendiary 

M.  F.  Quintal,  who  confessed  to  firing  his 
houses  in  California,  has  been  granted  four 
years'  probation. 


Franklin  Fire. — The  Home's  agents  on  this 
Coast  will  in  a  few  days  represent  the 
Franklin  Fire. 

Marine. — The  Glens  Falls  will  write  ocean 
marine  business. 

Salt  Lake  City  rates  are  now  about  20 
percent  less  than  formerly,  the  reduction 
following  improvements  in  the  water  supply. 
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Other  Speakers  at  the  Insurance  Congress 

October  Gtli — Associations:    TIte  Insurance 
Universities 

Association  of  Life  Insurance  Presidents: 
Cliarles  A.  Peabod^^  President,  Tiie  xMutnal 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York. 

National    Fire    Protection     Association: 
Franklin  H.  Wentworth,  Secretary  thereof. 

National  Association  of  Insurance  Agents : 
C.  H.  Wood  worth,  ex-President  thereof. 

National  Association  of  Casualty  &  Surety 
Agents:  William  G.  Wilson,  Manager 
^Etna  Insurance  Company,  Cleveland. 

October  7th — Broadening  Social  Economy 
Through  Insurance 

Southern  Pacific  Railway  :  E.  0.  Mc- 
Connick,  Vice-President  thereof. 

Safety  First  Federation  of  America: 
Harry  P.  Coffin,  Chairman,  Public  Safety 
Commission,  Portland. 

American  Institute  of  Architects  :  R. 
Clipston  Sturgis,  President  thereof. 

October  13th — Fire  Elimination  Dai{ 

Chairman:  Franklin  H.  Wentworth,  Sec- 
retary National  Fire  Protection  Association. 

■  See  Coast  Review  August  page   354  for  other 
speakers. 
The  opening  day  is  October  4. 


Tlie  Insurance  Congress  ofjens  on  October 
4  ill  the  civic  auditorium  opposite  the  city 
hall  park. 

The  railroads  have  granted  California 
insurance  men  specially  low  Congress  round- 
trip  rates.  Announcements  are  posted  in 
all  the  stations. 


Portland  Sees  Things — A  Third  Arson 
Ring 

Portland,  Or.,  Sept.  18.  —  A  third  arson 
ring  is  declared  to  have  been  unearthed 
here  today,  following  the  arrest  of  Monte 
Keeuey,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  Port- 
land fire  department,  and  Geo.  L.  Woolette, 
who  are  helil  on  the  specific  charge  of  burn- 
ing a  Ijouse  on  Lombard  avo.,  May  3,    1914. 


San  Francisco 

Insurance  rates  are  being  reduced  2  per 
cent  more,  as  promised  by  the  Board,  in 
recognition  of  the  placing  of  the  central 
fire  alarm  station  in  a  fire-proof  building  in 
the  center  of  a  city  park. 

Of  the  planned  91  miles  of  high  pressure 
pipes,  nearly  71  have  been  laid.  There  is 
only  $17,000  left  of  the  special  bond  issue, 
but  there  is  a  good  deal  of  pipe  left.  Ex- 
tensions of  the  system  will  be  made  from 
time  to  time,  as  recommended  by  the  Board, 
of  Fire  Underwriters. 


Protection. — The  Fire  Underwriters'  Pro- 
tection Bureau  reports  for  Los  Angeles  638 
men  in  the  fire  service,  of  whom  399  are 
firemen  and  55  auto  firemen,  60  are  engin- 
eers, 40  captains,  46  lieutenants,  and  8 
batallion  chiefs.  There  are  30  engines  in 
service,  7  trucks,  and  3  combination  chemi- 
cals, a  water  town,  and  a  fireboat  at  San 
Pedro.  Nine  companies  and  apparatus 
have  been  put  out  of  service  by  the  double 
platoon  syst-em.  Hydrants  in  service  are 
4,506;  fire  alarm  boxes,  521. 


Fraud.  —  The  American  Assurance  Co. 
borrowed  $77,000  mortgages  and  placed 
them  among  its  sworn  assets,  thus,  it  is 
said,  concealing  an  impairment.  The  man 
who  got  the  "loan"  was  afterward  made 
president.  In  San  Francisco  years  ago  the 
organizers  of  a  company  borrowed  $25,000, 
deposited  it,  sliowed  the  certificate  of  de- 
posit to  the  insurance  department  and  were 
licensed  as  a  $101^000  company,  one-fourth 
paid  in.  Tlie  Coast  Review  showed  up  the 
fraud. 


Benevolent.  —  State  Senator  Flint,  a  local 
agent  at  HoUister,  comes  to  the  city  often  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  Finns,  tho  he 
isnootral.  The  firm  of  F.  it  G.  are  hel}>ing 
him  put  things  over. 


The  L'ind)n  &  Lancashire  Indemnity  has 
absorbed  the  London  &  Lancashire  Guar- 
antee and  .\ccident. 


The  Fire  Marshals  Association  of  North 
America  met  in  Chicago  last  week,  in  tenth 
annual  convention.  Arson  plants,  indi- 
vidual responsibility  for  negligent  or  crim- 
inal fires,  and  condemnation  of  fire  traps, 
were  subjects  of  discussion  and  illustration. 
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Liverpool    &    London    &    Globe    Ap- 
pointment 

John  Loiigwill  has  been  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Liverpool  &  London  & 
Globe's  automobile  department  in  this  field, 
succeeding  Mr.  Bailey. 


Impaired 

The  American  Assurance  Co.  of  Philadel- 
phia (casualty)  is  again  impaired.  Im- 
paired in  191.S,  $48, .334,  it  reduced  its 
capital  $50,000  to  $300,000.  Now  it  is  again 
impaired,  some  $42,000.  The  stockholders 
have  lost  nearly  $500, €00.  They  were  paid 
unearned  dividends.  The  American  suc- 
ceeded an  a'^sessment  association  and  Best 
says  it  has  reinsured  eighteen  assessment 
concerns. 


Contractor  Heads  Alleged  Arson  Ring 

Portland,  Ore.,  Aug.  30.  —  Sanford  W. 
Currier,  wealthy  contractor,  is  alleged  to 
have  confessed  to  Deputy  District  Attorney 
Robinson  in  the  county  jail  here  today  to 
being  head  of  an  arson  ring  responsible  for 
at  least  fifty  fires  in  Coast  cities.  Accord- 
ing to  his  alleged  confession,  he  started  his 
scheme  of  defrauding  insurance  companies 
in  Los  Angeles  ten  years  ago. 

Currier  is  quoted  as  saying:  "The  fire 
insurance  companies  were  easy  meat  for 
us." 

He  is  said  to  have  explained  that  the  ring 
would  build  a  cheap  house,  stock  it  with 
cheap  furniture  and  take  out  overinsurance. 
They  fairly  fell  over  themselves  to  get  the 
business,"  Currier  is  quoted  as  saying. 

According  to  the  police,  Currier's  alleged 
confession  accords  with  that  of  Grant 
Hawley,  another  member  of  the  ring,  who 
confessed  last  week. 

The  cities  where  the  ring  operated  in- 
clude San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Sacra- 
mento, San  Jose,  Stockton  and  Richmond, 
Cal  ,  and  Portland. 

The  above  press  dispatch  has  suspicious 
earmarks. 


Begun 

The  American  Eagle  has  begun  writing 
business.  It  succeeds  the  Fidelity  Under- 
writers. 


Suit  Against  Insurance  Commissioner 

By  request  of  counsel  for  defendant  for 
delay.  Judge  Bledsoe  of  the  federal  circuit 
court  granted  Insurance  Commissioner 
Phelps  ten  days  in  which  to  prepare  a 
brief  in  the  case  of  Millers  National  against 
Commissioner.  Plaintiff  will  have,  after 
defendant  files  brief,  ten  days  in  which  to 
prepare  a  brief.  Defendant  will  then  have 
five  days  to  make  answer.  The  case  will 
then  be  with  the  court  for  final  action. 


Anzona. — The  state  insurance  department 
is  after  the  bonding  and  surety  companies 
with  a  sharp  stick.  They  have  been  beating 
the  resident  agency  law  by  executing  bonds 
at  the  home  ofiice  and  getting  their  Ari- 
zona agents  to  countersign  them,  with  an 
allowance  of  only  2to  5 percent  commission. 
The  state  premium  tax  is  also  dodged,  it  is 
asserted,  the  business  thus  written  through 
non-resident  agents — who  get  virtually  all 
the  commission — is  never  reported  to  the 
Arizona  insurance  department.  IMore  power 
to  your  elbow.  Commissioner  Thompson. 

E.  G.  Snow,  president  of  the  Home,  will 
some  time  soon  be  elected  president  of  the 
Franklin  Fire  also. 


The  Texas  hurricane — it  was  in  a  hurry 
too— broke  hiuidreds  of  plate  glass  windows 
in  cities. 


War. — Many  companies  are  now  writing 
PLATE  GLASS  busiuess  in  New  Jersey  at  half 
manual  rates — in  other  words,  at  a  loss. 


The  new  California  minimum  rating  law, 
which  becomes  operative  on  October  1,  is 
being  attacked  by  San  Francisco  contractors, 
as  establishing  atrust  and  making  industrial 
accident  insurance  cost  more  than  it  other- 
wise would.  The  insurance  commissioner 
names  the  i^ate  hereafter.  It  is  asserted 
that  some  companies  are  now  quoting  low 
rates  on  other  classes  of  business  as  an 
inducement  to  get  the  compensation  busi- 
ness of  employers,  and  thus  beat  th«  state 
insurance  graft. 
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Canadian  Report 

Volume  1  of  Report  of  Supt.  of  Insurance 
•  Dominion  of  Canada,  business  of  1914,  fire 
and  miscellaneous.  There  are  564  pages  in 
this  big  blue  book. 

The  territory  covered  is  not  stated.  We 
have  received  letters  saying  that  '"Canada" 
in  these  reports  does  not  include  British 
Columbia,  Alberta,  etc. 

Fire  premiums  in  Canada  in  1914  were 
$27,499,158,  or  about  86,000,000  less  than  in 
our  Pacific  West.  British  companies  do 
half  the  business  and  Canadian  not  a  fifth. 
"(J.  S.  and  others"  do  the  remainder.  There 
are  82  companies,  of  which  3  are  French 
and  24  each  Britisii  and  Canadian. 

In  forty-six  years  Ios--es  have  averaged 
61.3  percent  of  the  premiums.  Here  are  a 
few  samples: 

Prems.  Losses     Loss  Ratio 

1S70 $  1.916,779  $  1.6J4.837  S4.8 

1877 3.764.005  8,190.919  22-").6 

1831 3.8-27,116  3,109,824  82.S 

1890 5,836,071  3,266,567  56.0 

1900      8.331,948  7,774.293  93.3 

1904 13,169.882  11,099..534  107.0 

1910 18,725.531  10.292.393  51.9 

1913 25,745,947  14,003.759  54.4 

1914      27.499,158  1.5,3l7.2'i4  55.8 

The  greatest  decade  growth  was  from  1900 
to  IrllO,  when  the  gross  premiums  more  than 
doubled,  for  the  first  time.  Tii«  increase  is 
now  very  rapid,  with  good  underwriting 
profits  yearly.  The  average  premium  rate 
for  1914  was  $1.16. 

G.  D.  Finlayson  is  superintendent  of 
insurance  witli  headquarters  in  Ottowa. 


The  United  States  government  should 
never  house  its  defenders  in  frame  buildings 
more  than  forty  years  old. 


Old  Wooden  Buildings  Burn  Quickly 

The  flash-rapidity  with  which  a  govern- 
ment ot^cer-dwelliug,  on  the  military  reser- 
vation at  San  Francisco,  burned  to  the 
ground,  in  the  daytime,  with  loss  of  life, 
gives  fresh  and  sad  proof  of  the  fact  that  old 
wooden  buildings  are  tinder-boxes  and  may 
be  conflagration  starters.  An  officer's  wife 
and  her  three  daughters  lost  tiieir  lives  in 
this  reservation  fire.  Similar  fires  with  loss 
of  lives  have  before  occurred  on  this  mili- 
tary reservation. 


Sexton's  "Fire  Insurance" 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  August  11,  1915. 
We  believe  that  we  have  in  our  book  case 
all  of  the  text  books  published  to  date  on 
the  subject  of  "  Fire  Insurance  "  and 
"Adjustments,"  and  after  a  careful  perusal 
of  -Mr.  Sexton's  book  we  can  conscientiously 
say  that  we  feel  that  our  library  would  be 
incomplete  without  it. 

We  were  not  surprised  to  find  such  a 
valuable  treatise  coming  from  his  pen.  No 
one  who  knows  the  man  would  expect  any- 
thing less  than  a  message  full  of  informa- 
tion important  for  ail  engaged  in  our  calling 
to  possess. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Peckham  tt  Mangson  Co.  Inc. 

Bv  C.  L.  Peckham. 


Oregon  City.  —  The  firemen's  annual 
tournament  here  was  a  great  success.  The 
Corvallis  team  won.  The  fire  alarm  sounded. 
Oregon  City  and  Corvallis  fire  department 
reached  the  Electric  hotel  in  one  minute  and 
in  another  minute  had  ladders  up  to  the 
top  of  the  building.  The  exhibitiim  of  lad- 
der work  and  the  75-feet  leap  for  life  into  a 
net  below  were  specially  pleasing  to  the 
spectators.  The  various  contests  against 
time  ranged  from  9  to  19  seconds. 


The  Sun  of  London,  the  oldest  fire  oflSce 
in  the  world,  writes  fire,  accident,  employ- 
ers' liahilitj' and  burglary  business.  British 
fire  otfi -es  generally  write  the  same  lines. 
In  this  country  many  fire  offices  are  "yok- 
ing" with  new  accident  and  liability  com- 
panies organized  and  owned  by  their  stock- 
holders. Some  day  the  law  will  broaden 
the  fire  companies'  privileges — for  what  are 
fires  and  accidents  but  casualties  alike? 


The  governor  of  North  Carolina  won't  say 
that  to  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  any 
more — not  out  loud. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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An  Incendiary  Threat  That  Was  Real — 
The  I.  W.  W.  Kept  Part  of  Their 
Promise 

From  Yuba  City,  Cal.,  August  21,  came 
a  dispatcli  saying  that  tlie  manager  of  a 
cannery  liad  received  from  I.  W.  W.  a 
written  threat  that  if  he  re-opened  the 
cannery  it  would  be  burned  by  that  organi- 
zation of  anarchists.  It  was  re-opened  with 
a  full  force  of  worker-s,  but  extra  watclmien 
were  employed. 

The  incendiary  I.  W.  W.  bums  didn't 
wait  long.  On  August  24,  as  printed  on 
page  72  Coast  Review  August,  the  cannery 
(Central  California  Assn.)  was  set  on  fire  at 
night.  The  watchman  saw  a  man  running 
away.     The  blaze  was  put  out. 

The  writer  of  the  threat  said :  "We  I.  W. 
W.  will  burn  your  cannery  down  if  you  re- 
open it."  They  went  as  far  as  to  try. 
They  (or  their  agent)  started  the  tire.  Will 
they  finally  accomplish  their  incendiary 
threat? 

Meantime  the  state  administration  is  tak- 
ing no  steps  to  stamp  out  t'.iis  incendiary 
organization.  Perhaps  under  the  law  it  has 
no  authority  to  do  so.  Cannery  men  might 
better  employ  the  Burns  Detective  Agency. 


Bests'  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Reports 

The  1915  or  16th  annual  edition  of  Bests' 
Reports  deal  with  companie.s  and  associa- 
tions writing  tire,  marine,  hail,  tornado, 
automobile  property  damage,  tourists'  bag- 
gage registered  mail  or  sprinkler  leakage 
business.  A  book  of  582  large  pages. 
PubUshed  by  Alfred  M.  Best  Co.,  100 
William  street.  New  York  city. 

We  find  that  there  are  eleven  provinces 
of  Canada  that  have  "state"  insurance 
officials — Alberta,  Britisli  Columbia,  Domin- 
ion of  Canada,  Manitoba,  New  Brunswick, 
New  Foundland,  Nova  Scotia,  Ontario, 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Quebec,  Saskatche- 
wan. The  big  state  of  Vermont  requires 
two  state  insurance  commissioners,  one  to 
watch  the  other. 

Six  features  appear  for  the  first  time  in 
this  edition:  Premiums  earned,  gain  or 
loss  from  underwriting  profit  or  loss  items; 
net  underwriting  income  earned.  Net  gain 
or  loss  from  investments.      A  gain  or  loss 


exliibit.  A  list  of  departments  or  general 
agencies.  Bureau  or  Board  affiliations.  A 
list  of  companies  retiring  from  Jan.  I,  1910, 
to  April  1,  1915. 

It  is  stated  that  the  net  premium  income 
of  reinsurance  companies  in  this  country  in 
1912,  1913  and  1914  was  respectively  $34,- 
548,226,  $39,564,941  and  $43,117,576  in  fire 
premiums,  and  $628,796,  $920,391  and 
$1,119,083  in  MAUixE  premiums.  The  large 
yearly  gains  will  be  noticed. 

The  detailed  reports  of  companies, 
mutuals  and  underwriters  total  some   1,200. 


Fresno  Cannot  Comply   With   Under- 
writers' Demands 

Fire  Commissioner  Pratt  says  that  while 
he  concurs  with  the  National  Board  report 
"in  many  cases,"  the  city  of  Fresno  has  no 
means  at  hand  to  comply  with  the  recom- 
mendations, unless  a  bond  issue  is  author- 
ized. None  of  the  suggested  improvements 
can  be  made  at  this  time. 

Commissioner  Pratt  says: 

"For  several  years,  I  —  and  I  think  the 
other  commissioners — have  favored  a  bond 
issue.  -There  is  no  gain-saying  tiie  fact  that 
the  city  has  grown  beyond  the  present 
equipment.  We  need  improvements,  but 
our  hands  are  tied. 

"The  recommendations  that  we  have  a 
new  alarm  system,  a  squad  wagon,  com- 
pletely motorized  apparatus,  additional 
engine  houses,  a  new  ladder  truck,  and 
more  hydrants,  are  good.  I  believe  that  the 
present  water  system  is  adequate. 

"If  a  bond  issue  of  from  $100,000to  $150,- 
000  could  be  obtained,  these  things  could  be 
added.  The  plan  which  we  have  had  for 
some  time — to  sell  Engine  house  No.  1,  and 
thereby  obtain  enough  funds  to  build  a  new 
down  town  house,  and  a  house  in  the  Rus- 
sian town  district,  would  only  necessitate 
the  construction  of  two  other  engine  houses. 
One  would  be  located  in  the  north  part  of 
town,  and  one  in  the  Arlington  Heights 
district." 


The  ownership  of  the  Niagara  Fire  is  as 
heretofore.  There  has  been  no  sale  of  any 
of  the  capital  stock. 
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LIFE    INSURANCE 


Alcohol  and  Life  Insurance 

It  is  the  general  belief  tliat  alcohol 
shortens  liuman  life.  There  are  life  insur- 
ance companies  that  insure  total  abstainers 
onlj'  and  claim  in  consequence  a  lower  rate 
of  mortality  than  companies  that  insure 
men  who  drink  beer,  wine,  etc.  There  are 
also  companies  that  segregate  abstainers 
and  apportion  dividends  to  them  separately. 
This  is  merely  adeviceto  attract  "teetotal" 
policyholders,  for  we  hear  nothing  of  any 
noteworthy  mortality  savings  in  this  class. 
In  a  number  of  small  groups  of  lives  there 
will  be  considerable  variation  of  mortality. 
There  are  many  things  which  contribute  to 
length  or  brevity  of  human  life,  such  as 
inheritance  and  occupation. 

A  select  group  of  abstainers  would  doubt- 
less have  a  low  percentage  of  working  men 
as  policyholders.  This  would  increase  the 
average  length  of  life.  Again,  such  a  group 
would  be  characterized  by  regular  habits, 
eating  and  sleeping  at  regular  hours.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  average  constitution  of 
the  total  abstainers  is  prob;il)ly  not  so 
strong  as  that  of  a  group  of  men  who  eat, 
drink  and  live  merrily.  For  this  reason  the 
abstainer  takes  better  care  of  hinjself  and 
is  obliged  to  shun  the  cup  that  cheers  some 
times  unduly.  As  we  have  before  said 
there  have  been  published  statistics  show- 
ing a  slightly  higlier  mortality  rate  among 
selected  abstainers;  and  this  defectiveness 
was  due,  as  we  believe,  to  the  average 
physical  inferiority  and  not  to  prolonged 
rides  on  the  "water  wagon." 

The  Temperance  &  Abstainers,  a  life  in- 
surance society  which  specialized  on  lives 
which  were  pledged  to  drink  no  alcoholic 
beverages,  has  just  failed.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  New  York  health  authority 
announces  that  men  who  drink  even  moder- 
ately sutler  a  decline  inlon;revity  of  at  least 
two  yeai-s  and  prolnibly  foui-. 

One  tiling  can  be  said  witliont  fear  of 
contradiction:  any,  even  slitrht,  excess  in 
the  consumption  of  alcoiiolic  drinks  impairs 
efficiency . 


Mutual  Life  Death  Claims 

During  the  four  weeks  ending  June  12  the 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  New  York 
paid  $1,892,6?>7  on  521  death  claims.  The 
original  insurance  was  less,  being  $1,682,- 
4o5.  The  return  over  premiums  paid  was 
$997,524.  In  addition,  282  matured  endow- 
ments were  paid  in  the  total  sum  of  $6G7,- 
815,  bringing  happiness  to  living  policy- 
holders. 

Of  the  521  death  claims,  32  or  6  percent 
were  on  the  lives  of  women.  Therefore 
some  women  do  insure. 

Among  the  given  names  are  these:  Agro, 
Sobeski,  Missouri, Secundus,  Chariety,  Solon, 
Adrian,  Mek-liisadeck,  Hjalmar,  Maywood. 

Among  the  names  of  deceased  is  John 
Halsey  De  Wolf,  president  of  Providence 
Washington,  whose  estate  was  paid  $l4,S7o 
on  §8,500  original  insurance.  The  estate  of 
a  merchant  in  Haverford,  Pa.,  drew  §90,000. 


Among  the  members  of  tlie  N.  Y.  Life's 
§100,000  Club  are:  J.  A.  Rogers,  B.  V.  Von 
Senden,  A.  L.  Miller,  Thos.  Blair,  K.  W. 
Edwards,  J.  H.  Young,  A.  H.  Sisk,  I.  J. 
Johnson,  P.  C.  French  and  G.  P.  Howe,  all 
from  Arizona;  M.  J.  Frankland,  Montana; 
G.  E.  Schaefer,  C.  E.  :\Iilligan  and  J.  W. 
Day,  all  of  Oregon;  J.  C.  McCleary,  W.  T. 
Tliomas,  K.  M.  Stewart,  J.  W.  Wright,  K. 
Uchimura,  W.  H.  Jones,  J.  A.  Hays,  J.  A. 
Carey,  John  Barrett  and  H.  Y,  Hanafusa, 
all  of  Seattle;  from  Spokane  are  A.  R.  By- 
quist,  E.  K.  Ryder,  ^I.  B.  Samuel  and  J.  P. 
Fix;  W.  A.  Purdy,  Honolulu;  W.  M.  Glas-, 
S.  B.  Crane,  N.  S.  Lewin,  H.  B.  Sheppard, 
H.  H.  Honnen,  F.  M.  McCarthy,  A.  G. 
Slocum,  N.  J.  Sorenson  and  F.  R.  Green,  all 
from  Los  .Angeles;  C.  G.  Bemis,  L.  K. 
Chrones,  Wm.  L.  Cox,  Jacob  Finkelstein, 
Samuel  Frank,  W.  C.  Hevener,  Sol.  J. 
I^vy,  U.  Matsuda,  J.  S.  McCormick,  R.  C. 
Mitchell,  Gen  Nagai,  F.  A.  Reiss,  A.  E. 
Raynolds,  Gustave  Schnee,  W.  H.  Sinclair 
and  Alfred  Turnross,  all  of  San  Francisco. 


Good  lialiits  are  g<:)od  companions. 
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The  Mutual  Life's  Exposition  Bronze 
Medal 

All  companies,  associations  and  organi- 
zations of  any  kind  participating  in  tiie 
insurance  events  of  the  Panama  Pacific  Ex- 
position are  presented  wilh  commemorative 
medals.  The  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Xew 
York  was  represented  by  the  §100,000  Club, 
by  the  §200,00;)  Club  and  by  the  Managers, 
separately.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  f]xposition  folks  had  to  make  a  selection 
of  one  of  these  organizations  to  receive  the 
medal  for  the  Mutual  Life  as  a  participating 
company.  The  §100,000  Club  was  selected 
because  it  brought  the  largest  number  of 
persons.  The  medal  was  received  by  the 
Chicago  agen;:y  in  behalf  of  the  Mutual  Life 
Ins.  Co.,  the  participant  in  the  insurance 
events.  The  statement  in  an  Eastern 
monthly  that  the  Chicago  agency  was 
"  awarded  the  medal  for  efficiency  ami 
achievements"  is  incorrect  and  ridiculous. 


dition  is  now   precarious,   would   have  been 
comfortably  provided  for. 


The    Uncertainty    of  Life  —  Prospect    Put 
OflF  a  Week  and  Was  Killed 

C.  Holbrook,  California  representative  of 
the  Bankers  Life  of  Des  Moines,  adds  new 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  delay  in  taking 
out  life  insurance  is  often  the  cause  of 
hardship  to  the  dependents  left  behind  at 
death. 

Mr.  Holbrook  recently  called  at  the  office 
of  a  prospect  and  found  a  notice  on  the 
door  saying  that  the  place  was  closed  on 
account  of  the  man's  death.  He  was  killed 
the  night  before  in  an  automobile  accident. 
Mr.  Holbrook  had  talked  to  the  prospect 
only  a  few  weeks  before  and  the  man  had 
said  he  had  decided  to  take  a  policy  for 
$5,000,  but  his  wife  had  advised  him  to 
wait  a  week  or  two  until  collections  were 
better.  Mr.  Holbrook  told  his  prospect 
that  arrangements  could  be  made  for  him 
to  meet  the  payments  on  the  policy  to  suit 
his  convenience,  but  he  answered  "No"  and 
insisted  on  waiting  until  the  last  of  the 
month.  Mr.  Holbrook,  loyal  to  his  busi- 
ness, exerted  every  eflFort  possible  to  close 
the  prospect  that  night  but  his  efforts  were 
of  no  avail.  Had  the  man  taken  the  policy 
that  night  his  widow,   whose  financial  con- 


Alleged    Large    Increase    in    Death    Rates 

Statistics   of   Doubtful   Authority   or   Narrow   Basis 

Rochester  (X.  Y.),  Sept.  9. —  Failure  to 
observe  the  rules  of  hygiene  has  increased 
the  death  rate  from  diseases  of  the  heart, 
arteries  and  kidneys  100  percent  in  three 
decades.  Dr.  Elmer  E.  Rittenhouse,  presi- 
dent of  the  Life  Extension  Institute,  de- 
clared at  today's  session  of  the  American 
Public  Health  Association. 

In  ten  years  the  increase  in  the  death 
rate  from  these  diseases,  he  said,  had  been 
•54  percent  among  miners,  34  percent  among 
laboreis  and  servants  and  60  percent  among 
farmers. 

[We  believe  these  figures  are  not  based 
on  reliable  general  statistics.  It  is  I'idicu- 
lous  to  assert  that  in  tliirty  years  diseases 
of  the  circulatory  system  and  kidneys  have 
doubled,  and  in  ten  years  have  increased 
from  ,34  to  60  percent.  We  challenge  the 
Doctor  to  produce  the  comparative  and 
authentic  general  statistics  on  wiiich  he 
bases  his  startling  if  true  statements.  — 
Ed.  C.  R.] 


The  percentage  of  actual  to  expected 
mortality  is  decreasing.  It  is  now  average 
about  67,  or  about  6  points  less  than  the 
average  some  years  ago.  The  pretense  that 
age  and  sickness  are  fictions  is  to  blame. 
But  our  '"dividends"  are  not  increasing. 

The  Postal  Life,  reinsurer  of  the  Provident 
Savings,  is  in  trouble.  The  surplus  on 
January  1  was  oidy  §91,813.  This  has  dis- 
appeared and  perliaps  some  of  the  §100,000 
capital  also,  according  to  reports. 

The  Pacific  Mutual  Life  has  organized  the 
Big  Tree  Club,  with  members  who  write  not 
less  than  §100,000  of  new  business  in  twelve 
consecutive  months.  The  organization  and 
the  year  begins  April  1,  1915. 

The  new  Union  Pacific  Life,  being  the  old 
and  the  First  National  combined,  is  a  new 
incorporation  with  official  headquarters  in 
Vancouver,  Wash.,  but  writing  headquart- 
ers in  Portland. 
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AMERICAN  LIFE  INSURANCE 


PERCENTAGE  OF  SURPLUS   AND   SIZE   OF   AVERAGE    POLICY   IS 

FALLING 


There  Are  Now  Five  Billions  of  Funds    and    Fifteen    and    a    Half 
Billions  of   Ordinary  Life  Insurance  in  Force 

In  1859  there  were  8  New  York  Companies. 
The3'  had  23,690  Policies  in  Force. 
Their  gross  Assets  amounted  to  §11,629,085. 
Their  Sm-plus  was  $3,630,706  or  31.2  per  cent. 

In  1915  there  are  12  New  York  Companies, 

They  have  3,981,671  Policies  in  Force. 

Their  gross  .Assets  amount  to  §2,583,340,583. 

Their  Surplus  is  899,425,648  or  3.8  per  cent. 

In  1859  there  were  14  American  Companies  reporting  to  the  New  York 

State  Insurance  Department. 
They  had  49,608  Policies  in  Force. 
Their  gross  Assets  amounted  to  820,536,074. 
Their  Surplus  was  85,071,148  or  24.6  per  cent. 

In  1915  there  are  35  American  Companies   reporting  to  the  New 
York  State  Insurance  Department. 

They  have  7,849,680  Policies  in  Force. 

Their  gross  Assets  amount  to  84,636,774,620. 

Their  Surplus  is  8272,457,473  or  5.9  per  cent. 


In  1859  the  Average  Policy  was  for  82,850. 

In  1915  the  Average  Policy  is  for  81,900. 


Fifty  years  ago  there  were  not  -50  Life  Insurance  Companies  in  the  United 
States. 

Now  there  are  250  Life  Insurance  Companies  in  the  United  States. 
Fifty  years  ago  their  gi-oss  Assets  were  less  than  8100,000,000. 

Now  their  gi'oss  Assets  are  more  than  $5,000,0(X),000. 
Fifty  years  ago  their  Insurance  in  Force  was  $581,000,000. 

Now  their  Insurance  in  Force  is  $15,500,000,000. 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Widow   of  Mose    Oppenheimer    Sues   for 
Accident  Insurance 

Seven  Companies  ($102,000 1  Transfer  Case  to  Federal 
Courts 

Spokane,  Wash.,  Sept.  8.  — Mose  Oppen- 
heimer, successful  insurance  and  real  estate 
agent  and  theater  owner,  who  died  last 
spring,  following  an  operation  for  appendi- 
citis, carried  $102, CMW  accident  insurance. 
His  widow  now  sues  the  insurers,  and  will 
present  evidence  tliat  her  husband's  death 
was  the  result  of  an  accident. 

The  Massachusetts  Bonding  &  Insurance 
Company,  one  of  those  involved,  has  secured 
from  the  superior  court  an  order  transferring 
the  suit  for  $15,000  against  that  corporation 
to  the  federal  court.  The  other  corpora- 
tions involved  wfll  take  the  same  action. 
The  other  defendants  are  the  Standard,  the 
Globe  Indemnity,  the  Travelers,  the  .Etna 
Life,  the  United  States  Casualty  and  the 
Pennsylvania.  The  accident  insurance 
amounts  to  §102,000. 

"I  am  not  at  liberty  to  divulge  all  the 
facts  in  the  case  in  advance  of  their  filing," 
said  Attorney  Cohn,  representing  Mrs. 
Oppenheimer  in  the  litigation,  "but  it  is 
true  that  we  intend  to  prove  ^Ir.  Oppen- 
heimer's  death  to  have  been  accidental. 
He  died  on  March  17,  following  an  opera- 
tion for  appendicitis.  On  March  8,  while 
arising  fi-om  the  dinner  table  at  his  home, 
he  was  accidentally  precipitated  against  a 
projecting  corner  of  the  table,  which  inflicted 
painful  injuries  to  his  abdomen.  From  this 
injury  peritonitis  started,  affecting  all  of  the 
abdominal  organs  and  immediately  causing 
the  appendicitis." 


Railway  Accident 

Automobiles  didn't  monopolize  accidents 
in  CaUfornia  on  Admission  Day,  Septemlaer 
9.  A  third-rail  electric  train  in  Marin 
county,  near  San  Francisco,  ran  into  a 
steam  train  at  a  tunnel  portal.  Twenty- 
four  persons  were  injured.  Two  may  die. 
Both  electric  and  steam  trains  pass  through 
the  tunnel  on  a  single  track.     The    sema- 


phore gives  warning  of  the  presence  of  a 
train  in  the  tunnel.  The  motorman  says 
the  automatic  signal  indicated  that  he  had 
a  clear  right  of  way. 


Frankfort  Declines  to  Pay  Sl,239  for 
Index    Fingers 

The  index  finger  of  a  working  man  is  very 
valuable.  The  California  industrial  acci- 
dent commission  thinks  so  too. 

But  the  Frankfort  General  Ins.  Co.  doesn't 
think  so.  The  states  accident  commission 
says  that  the  insured's  half  of  his  useful 
index  finger  is  worty  $1 ,239.  It  was  cut  off 
while  at  woi-k  in  a  beet  sugar  factory. 

Being  no  longer  of  any  use  to  this  work- 
man, why  should  the  Frankfort  pay  for  the 
severed  half? 

The  Frankfort  General  on  Sept.  16 
petitioned  the  California  supreme  court  for 
a  writ  of  review  against  the  state  industrial 
accident  commission.  The  writ  granted,  is 
made  returnable  on  October  4.  We  may 
then  learn  what  the  court  thinks  of  the 
value  of  the  index  finger  of  a  working  man. 

Anyway,  our  good  index  finger,  not  even 
the  half  of  it,  is  for  sale  to  any  accident  or 
workmen's  compensation  insurer  for  a 
paltry  81,239. 


An  Exposition  messenger  was  held  up 
and  robbed  of  his  bronze  box  and  §700. 
As  he  was  insured  for  $1 ,000,  the  Exposition 
loses  nothing. 


The  Globe  Indemnity  has  l^een  examined 
as  of  January  I  and  found  to  have  .§604,842 
net  surplus  instead  of  only  $407,477  as 
claimed  by  the  company. 


The  Automobile  of  Hartford,  belonging  to 
.Etna  Life  &  Accident  people,  is  now  a  free- 
lancer, writing  as  big  cuts  as  the  American 
Fidelity  did.  The  stockholders  of  the  latter 
lost  a  big  deal  of  money. 


Accident  and  sickness  benefits  must  be 
paid  as  often  as  once  a  month  in  Massachu- 
setts, 
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California  Compensaliou 

During  the  first  year  ami  a  half,  under 
the  Roseberry  law,  only  507  employers 
accepted  its  provisions,  owing  mainly  to  the 
increased  cost  for  compensation  insurance 
as  represented  by  the  rates  of  the  private 
companies. 

Tlie  experience  gained  under  the  Rose- 
berry  law,  however,  led  to  the  adoption  of 
the  new  law  of  1913,  becoming  effective  in 
January,  1914,  which  law  provides  for  com- 
pulsory compensation  and  establishes  a 
"state  compensation  insurance  fund." 

In  spite  of  competition  of  twenty-five 
corporate  companies  and  several  inter-insur- 
ance carriers,  the  business  written  by  the 
fund  exceeded  expectations.  During  its 
first  year  it  collected  $547,lo9.41  premiums 
(less  return  premiums)  and  registered  6,196 
applications  for  compensation  insurance. 
During  that  year  3,590  accidents  were  re- 
ported, and  upon  these  the  fund  paid  $46,- 
272.09  for  medical  attention,  and  ?>47,675.84 
for  compensation  benefits.  It  is  estimated 
that  tliese  claims  will  entail  an  added  ex- 
penditure of  $54,711.70  for  medical  attention 
and  $149,661.36  for  compensation  benefits, 
an  e-itimated  expenditure  in  connection  witli 
its  accident  claims  of  $298,320.99.  Its  total 
organization  and  operating  expenses  have 
been  $60,692.29,  or  11  percent  of  the  prem- 
iums written.  The  funds  appropriated  for 
i.s  use  by  the  legislature  have  not  been 
touched. 

The  establishment  of  the  fund  caused 
compensation  rates  for  the  year  1914  to  be 
reduced  about  25  percL-nt.  The  fund  is  now 
paying  a  dividend  or  rebate  of  lo  percent  to 
its  policyholders  of  the  pa.st  year.  This 
dividend  would  be  more  than  twice  that 
amount  were  it  not  for  the  existence  of  a 
law  which  requires  that  72  percent  of  the 
earned  premiums  less  losses  and  loss 
expenses  paid  must  Ije  set  aside  as  a  reserve 
by  the  insurance  carrier.  The  succe.ss  of 
the  fund  has  caused  the  bureau  to  make 
another  reduction  of  9  percent  in  the  com- 
jiensation  rates  for  California  for  1915. 


Casualty  Convention 

The  International  Association  and  the 
National  Association  of  casualty  and  surety 
men  met  in  good  fellowship  in  Detroit  but 
in  no  Xarrow  spirit.  Mayor  Marks  made 
welcoming  remarks. 

Heroes  and  Heroine 

The  George  E.  McNeill  medals  were 
awarded  to  two  men  and  one  woman  for 
conspicuous  heroism  ( and  heroinism  )  in 
saving  human  life. 

California  is  proud  of  Mrs.  Lillian  M. 
Coburn  of  Susan ville.  Employed  as  a 
nurse,  last  year,  she  rescued  from  the  flames 
two  men  patients  in  a  burning  hospital.  An 
Arkans.is  hero  saved  a  man  overcome  by 
gas  at  the  bottom  of  a  well.  A  Pennsyl- 
vania physician  saved  the  life  of  a  woman 
who  fell  in  front  of  an  approaching  locomo- 
tive. 

All  three  live-savers  risked  their  own 
lives. 

The  accident  companies  might  well  create 
a  hero  fund,  the  income  to  be  awarded  to 
tiiose  who  save  human  lives  from  accidental 
death. 

New  Laws 

The  secretary  reported  that  in  this  year 
workmen's  compensation  laws  were  enacted 
in  Alaska,  Colorado.  Hawaii,  Indiana, 
Maine,  Montana,  Oklahoma,  Pennsylvania, 
Vermont  and  Wyoming.  Among  tiie 
states  amending  their  laws  are  California. 
Nevada,  Oregon  and  Washington. 


'"Thieves  are  discriminating,"  says  an 
automobile  advertisement,  ''and  more  of 
our  cars  are  stolen  than  any  ctlit'r  make." 


The  .American  Assurance  is  to  be  sold. 
Pres.  Simpson  has  sunk  out  of  sight.  It  is 
said  that  the  Pension  ^lutual  will  buy  it. 
The  stockholders  stand  to  lose  $400,000. 

On  their  way  to  Del  Monte  the  insurance 
com:nissioners,  convention  bound,  were 
guests  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  at  Los 
.\ngeles. 

W.  H.  Cramer  of  lx)S  Angeles  is  now 
general  agent  for  southern  California  for  the 
I'nion  Central. 

British  life  companies  have  paid  nearly 
$15.0«.K),000  in  war  death  claims,  to  the 
beneficiaries  of  42  tXX)  soldiers  and  sailors. 
;More  than  a  fourth  of  the  benefits  were  paid 
under  industrial  policies. 
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Bill  Nye  on  Roman  Insurance 

After  nianj'  jears  of  patient  research,  I 
have  been  unable  to  find  anything  what- 
ever bearing  npon  insurance  in  tlie  Eternal 
City,  with  the  exception  of  the  foHowing, 
wliich  is  evidently  a  circular  letter  of  instruc- 
tion, to  the  agents  of  the  Roaring  Tiber 
Mutual  Fire  and  Marine,  Cyclone,  Hail- 
storm and  Torpid  Liver  Insurance  Com- 
pany. The  signature  of  James  Buchanan 
Aurelius,  president,  is  appended  and  the 
tlocument  bears  unmistakable  evidence  of 
authenticity.     It  reads  as  follows: 

Tlie    Roaring    Tiber  Mutual    Fire   and 

Marine,    Cyclone,    Hailstorm     and 

Torpid  Liver  Insurance  Company 

No.    CLXVII,    The    Forum,    Roma,      Ides 

Januarii,  A.  D.  LXXV. 
To  the  Company's  Agents: 

We  find  it  necessary  to  issue  this  circular 
to  our  representatives  more  particularly  for 
the  purpose  of  warning  them  against  load- 
ing us  up  with  all  kinds  of  insurance  with- 
out the  cash. 

We  want  business,  but  we  nuist  have  the 
cash,  and  cannot  accept  any  more  premium 
notes,  such  as  our  agents  have  been  send- 
ing us  lately  from  down  the  Tiber, 

Tliis  company  was  formerly  known  as  a 
conservative  institution,  and  our  rivals  were 
wont  to  claim  that  we  would  not  insure  a 
cast-iron  cistern  pump  without  a  warranty 
on  the  part  of  the  insured  that  it  should  be 
constantly  worked  during  the  life  of  the 
policy;  but  now  our  agents  seem  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  writing  everything 
inflammable,  out  of  which  they  can  squeeze 
XV  percent  commissions  in  cash,  leaving 
us  to  extract  our  pay  from  the  premium 
notes.  The  result  is  that  we  now  have  on 
hand  the  largest  stock  of  old-store  founda- 
tions, incinerated  hardware,  second  hand 
brick,  un-urned  ashes,  water-soaked  togas, 
tear  -  soaked  regrets,  and  bills  receivable 
(overdue),  of  any  company  doing  business 
in  the  Imperial  City. 

Our  agents  seem  to  have  ransacked  the 
back  counties  of  the  Empire  for  risks,  insur- 


ing people  forty  miles  from  water,  with 
nothing  to  insure  but  a  sod  house,  roofed 
with  a  subrogation  clause,  and  sided  with 
a  variegated  assortment  of  house  plates. 

The  inefficiency  of  our  Roman  Fire 
Department  is  notorious.  Our  steamers 
cannot  squirt  for  acidulated  apples.  A 
member  of  the  Roman  Hose  Company 
recently  ran  two  miles  to  get  a  clean  red 
shirt  so  that  he  could  look  pretty  at  the 
fire,  and  when  he  got  there  the  fire  had 
run  out  of  everything  to  burn  and  had  gone 
out. 

Hereafter  raise  the  rates  on  risks  that 
are  contiguous  to  the  Roman  Hose  Com- 
pany. 

We  regret  the  necessity  for  censuring 
our  local  Fire  Department,  but  it  certainly 
has  the  biggest  gang  of  unhung  hoodlums 
in  its  ranks  of  any  city  in  the  Empire. 

In  the  conflagration  last  week  at  the 
Palazzo  de  Vermi<'elli,  there  was  a  little 
glimmer  that  any  man  with  an  ounce  of 
sense  and  a  wet  rag  or  common  hypodermic 
syringe  could  have  put  out  like  a  Roman 
candle,  but  the  Roman  Holy  Terrors  and 
the  fire  fighters  from  the  Via  Rutabaga, 
supported  by  such  talent  as  the  Roman 
Hose  Company  and  the  Getthere-eli  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  came  and  tipped  over 
the  swill  barrel,  whooped  a  wild,  unearthly 
whoop,  stole  a  jar  of  Roman  doughnuts, 
and  went  home  to  get  much-needed  rest 
and  relaxation.  The  next  day  the  papers 
told  how  our  gallant  fire  laddies  took  their 
lives  in  their  hands  and  fought  the  fire 
fiend  till  tiie  cows  came  home. 

Hereafter  please  solicit  desirable  cash 
risks  only,  in  the  neighborhood  of  moisture, 
and  admonisli  the  insured  not  to  depend  on 
the  fire  companies,  but  to  take  a  damp 
towel  or  an  atomizer  and  put  out  the  fire 
himself;  moreover,  if  any  more  high-priced 
fires  occur  about  the  Capitoline  Hill,  there 
will  be  music  by  the  entire  orchestra 
(verbum  sap) . 

Rome  has  an  unparalleled  record  for 
ruins,  but  we    do   not  want  the    "Roaring 
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Tiber  Mutual"  to  be  one  of  them.  AVe  are 
purchasing  too  much  property  without 
getting  the  property.  While  this  course 
may  win  the  esteem  of  the  people,  we  can- 
not pay  office  rent  or  even  losses  with 
esteem. 

Esteem  and  premium  notes  are  all  right, 
but  one  cannot  eat  them  nor  feed  them  to 
the  Roman  Insurance  Commissioner  or  loss 
claimant  more  than  thirty  days  before  he 
will  proceed  to  jar  your  system  by  a  resort 
to  the  courts — we  know  whereof   we  speak. 

Insurance  is  getting  too  cheap  in  the 
Metropolitan  District.  Look  at  the  case  of 
Marcus  Belisarina  de  Macaroni,  who  got  us 
to  lower  his  rates  on  account  of  sprinklers 
and  the  LXXX  percent  co-insurance  clause, 
and  after  the  adjustment  of  his  loss,  was 
able  to  build  another  establishment  better 
than  the  one  burned  and  had  enough 
money  left  to  start  a  livery  stable  down  on 
the  Corso. 

When  people  speak  of  the  fire  now,  it  is 
reported  that  he  quietly  pulls  down  his 
tunic,  lays  his  finger  on  the  off  side  of  his 
nose  in  a  manner  implying  that  he  is  a 
good  deal  smarter  than  the  Roaring  Tiber 
Mutual  Fire  and  Marine,  Cyclone,  Hail- 
storm and  Torpid  Liver  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient.  We 
must  learn  to  barter  our  experience  for 
cash  money  instead  of  premium  notes.  Too 
much  time  has  Ijeen  given  lately  to  the 
adjustment  of  losses  and  swapping  of 
policies  for  bills  receivable. 


Twenty  Years  Ago 

Forest  Mills  of  British  Columbia,  Ltd., 
Revelstoke.  B.  C.  Three  fires.  Particulars 
of  suspicious  circumstances  to  Record  sub- 
scribers. 

Xew  Poodle  Dog  restaurant,  136  North 
Spring  St..  Los  Augeles. 

Bezunartea,  Fidel,  136  North  Spring  St., 
Los  Angeles.     License  to  be  revoked. 

Bergman,  Louis,  restaurateur,  Los  An- 
geles; bankrupt. 

Lamsoa,    Geo.     B. ,     restaurateur,     Los 
Angeles;  bankrupt. 

D.  A.  Spencer  was  appointed  manager  for 
the  Westchester. 


Robert  Burns,  formerly  of  Tacoma,  was 
heard  from  in  New  York.  Some  of  our 
readers  remember  him. 

Three  New  Y'ork  Lloyds  were  admitted  to 
California  by  Commissioner  Higgins.  All 
three  Lloyds  afterwards  failed. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Board  of  Accident 
Underwriters  was  organized.  There  were 
present  atthe  meeting  Messrs.  Okell,  Fowler, 
Pardee,  Voogt  and  Whitney. 

An  Ohio  local  agent  wrote  paper  mills  and 
reported  them  as  dwellings.  The  difference 
in  the  premiums  he  pocketed. 

Wisconsin  passed  a  law  prohibiting  can- 
cellation except  on  sixty  days  notice.  This 
law  was  passed  to  protect  forest  towns. 

The  widow  of  Frank  H.  Swett,  adjuster, 
had  to  sue  the  Masons'  Fraternal  Accident 
Association. 

The  United  States  fire  premium  income 
for  1S94  was-?131,736,781.  This  amount  was 
but  a  little  more  than  one-third  of  the  total 
premiums  for  1914.  The  Coast  fiie  prem- 
iums were  $11,494,957  or  about  one-third  the 
total  for  1914.  Premiums  fell  oft'  in  1893 
and  in  1894  they  fell  off  $1,000,000. 

"Freddy"  Eppstein,  a  San  Francisco 
broker,  decamped.     So  did  J.  C.  Sidenl)erg. 

Alexander  Duncan  and  M.  Bennett  of  the 
Scottish  Union  A  National  visited  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Geo.  H.  Ripley  resigned  as  m;ina;^er  of 
the  F^quitable  Life  at  San  Francisco.  He 
was  formerly  president  of  the  Home  Life. 

Daniel  Kelly,  Woodbridge,  Cai.,  wrote  to 
Manager  Geo.  D.  Dornin  that  he  had  repre- 
sented companies  for  3)5  years  and  his 
agency  had  only  one  fire  los~,  and  that  for 
$400. 

In  fifteen  years'  fires  by  montii,  we 
reported  the  average  to  be  39.9  percent  for 
the  first  six  months;  70.0  percent  for  eight 
months;  81.0  up  to  Oct.  1;  88.3  up  to  Nov. 
1;  95.0  up  to  December  1.  These  percent- 
ages were  based  on  fifteen  years'  losses  on 
this  Coast  as  reported  to  the  Coast  Review. 

California  wrote  in  1894,  $22,683,175  new 
life  business  and  liad  $113,602,916  life  insur- 
ance in  force. 
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FIRE   INSURANCE   ON  THE  PROPERTIES  AND  LIABILI- 
TIES OF  RAILROAD  COMPANIES 

From  a  Paper  by  Earnest  B.  Boyd,  Read  at  the   39th   Annual   Meeting    of  the 
Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  tlie  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Printed  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

The  question  is  often  asked  why  most  railroad  companies  insure  in- 
stead of  carry  their  own  insurance.  This  is  doubtless  prompted  by  the 
thought  that  in  the  case  of  the  larger  roads  the  ownership  includes  so 
many  individual  risks  at  scattered  locations  that  the  roads  can  probably 
afford  to  stand  the  loss  on  a  limited  number  of  risks  rather  than  to  pay 
a   premium   on   all. 

Before  attempting  to  explain  why  there  is  need  for  railroad  insur- 
auce,  I  am  reminded  of  the  fact  that  while  the  methods  of  railroad  com- 
panies in  respect  to  operation,  equipment,  traffic  handling,  and  accounting, 
are  accomplished  along  the  lines  of  practical  uniformity,  there  is  still 
much  diversity  of  theory  and  practice  in  the  matter  of  carrying  fire 
insurance. 

All  railroad  officials  appreciate  that  railway  operation  is  exposed 
to  hazards  of  loss  by  collision,  derailment,  floods  and  tornadoes,  by  injuries 
to  passengers  and  employes,  and  by  fire.  The  hazardous  nature  of  the  busi- 
ness is  recognized  by  railroad  companies,  and  as  a  rule,  a  fixed  percentage 
of  the  earnings,  varying  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  road,  is  set 
aside  each  year  to  cover  losses  from  casualties  of  all  kinds. 

It  is  practically  impossible  to  obtain  insurance  indemnity  against  any 
of  these  sources  of  loss,  other  than  losses  occurring  as  a  result  of  fire. 

Some  roads  do  not  insure  any  of  their  property  against  fire.  Others 
carry  their  own  risks  by  setting  aside  a  fund  derived  from  other  sources, 
the  income  on  which  is  treated  as  "premiums"  and  against  this  account 
is  charged  all  fire  losses  sustained,  thereby  practically  constituting  them- 
selves an  insurance  company,  subject,  however,  to  the  great  disadvantage 
by  comparison  with  an  insurance  company  carrying  a  vast  number  of 
risks  and  a  great  variety  of  classes— of  having  only  a  limited  number 
of  risks  and  comparatively  few  classes  of  property  on  which  to  base  their 
averages.  Others  carry  insurance  for  a  limited  proportion  of  the  schedule 
and  hold  themselves  as  co-insurers  for  the  remainder.  Some  roads  only 
carry  insurance  on  the  large  shops  and  terminal  properties,  and  rolling 
stock,  while  others  assume  their  own  risks  on  all  the  floating  equipment 
and  merchandise  in  transit.  The  great  majority,  however,  follow  the 
general  practice  of  the  mercantile,  manufacturing  and  industrial  interests, 
by  insuring  all  of  their  properties  and  liabilities  against  the  danger  of 
loss  by  fire. 

Insurance  Fund  Plan 

From  the  viewpoint  of  the  underwriter,  the  fatal  defect  in  the  in- 
surance fund  plan  is  the  fact  that  in  many  cases  the  roads  are  exposing 
themselves  to  loss  on  single  risks  of  large  value  entirely  out  of  proportion 
to  their  so-called  "premium  income,"  where  the  destruction  of  one  of 
these   large    risks,   which   is   likely   to   occur   at   any   time,   would   seriously 
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disturb  their  calculations  and  completely  nullify  the  equation  of  average 
on  which  all  insurance  calculations  must  be  based.  A  notable  example 
of  this  occurred  a  few  years  ago  in  New  Orleans,  where  an  important 
road  carrying  no  insurance,  but  maintaining  an  insurance  fund  of  about 
$1,700,000,  sustained  a  loss  by  one  fire  on  property,  and  liability,  of 
over  $3,500,000. 

The  question  of  whether  the  road  should  insure  or  carry  its  own  risk 
can  not  be  determined  by  a  comparison  of  the  premiums  paid  and  losses 
incurred,  for  while  that  would  be  an  accurate  record  of  the  past  for  that 
particular  road,  it  would  not  be  a  criterion  by  which  to  judge  the  future. 

Eailroad  property  is  subject  to  all  the  elements  of  hazard  to  be  found 
in  other  property,  and  in  addition,  has  to  contend  with  the  spark  hazard 
from  locomotive  smokestacks,  cinders  from  ashpans,  cotton  and  other 
inflammable  merchandise  in  cars  and  stations,  transportation  and  storage 
of  oils,  railway  fuses  and  torpedoes,  the  handling  of  large  quantities  of 
dynamite,  gunpowder  and  other  explosives.  Fire  is,  and  will  always  re- 
main, an  uncertain  element,  and  while  a  given  road  may  be  comparatively 
free  from  losses  for  a  series  of  years,  experience  teaches  that  it  will 
ultimately  pass  through  a  period  of  abnormal  losses  on  its  system,  when 
the  statistics  of  the  past  are  entirely  changed.  This  is  especially  true 
of  roads  having  large  shop  properties  and  water-front  terminals,  where 
large  values  are  exposed  to  one  fire.  An  illustration  of  this  occurred  at 
East  Boston  a  few  years  since,  where  a  New  England  railroad,  on  which 
the  fire  loss  had  been  very  small  for  a  series  of  years,  lost  in  one  fire  six 
water-front  piers,  a  grain  elevator,  many  cars  and  contents,  and  other 
property,  involving  an  insurance  loss  of  over  $700,000  and  a  property 
loss  considerably  in  excess  of  that. 

That  the  fire  loss  is,  and  must  continue  to  be,  a  tax  upon  operating 
expenses,  whether  a  road  insures  or  carries  its  own  risk,  is  undeniable. 
Hence,  if  it  insures,  and  especially  with  companies  which  have  gained 
their  experience  in  this  particular  line  by  many  years  of  specialization 
in  railroad  insurance,  and  having  a  large  volume  of  such  business  on  which 
to  predicate  the  lowest  possible  rates,  the  road  is  able  to  secure  a  more 
or  less  uniform  tax,  averaged  over  a  series  of  years,  and  thereby  obtains 
protection  against  the  possibility  of  sustaining  in  a  single  year  losses 
of  such  magnitude  as  to  be  a  disturbing  factor  in  its  financial  operations. 

Even  if  the  roads  feel  able  to  assume  their  own  risks  ou  fixed  property, 
such  as  buildings,  machinery  and  merchandise  therein,  bridges  and  struc- 
tures, etc.,  they  have  no  possible  means  of  estimating  their  probable  loss 
on  rolling  stock  and  merchandise  in  transit,  as  this  property  is  floating  iji 
its  nature  and  often  produces  a  large  and  unexpected  loss  at  concentration 
points  in  addition  to  the  loss  caused  by  the  destruction  of  buildings  and 
contents. 

This  feature  gives  railroad  insurance  an  aspect  altogether  different 
from  any  other  branch  of  fire  insurance,  and  represents  one  of  the  greatest 
problems  the  underwriters  have  to  cope  with  in  connection  with  it. 

Before  dealing  with  the  matter  of  rates  and  conditions,  I  wish  to  say 
that   the   railroad   schedule   business   on   a  large  scale   is   written   only   by 
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a  limited  number  of  companies,  most  of  whom  have  been  associated  in 
that  line  for  several  years  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  permanent 
and  reliable  market  for  an  important  branch  of  business  entitled  to  in- 
surance protection  and  requiring  expert  service.  These  companies  have 
naturally  accumulated  a  valuable  fund  of  experience,  information  and 
statistics.  The  large  concentration  of  railroad  property  values  exposed  to 
one  fire  makes  it  necessary  for  a  number  of  fire  companies  to  pro-rate 
the  liability  assumed,  as  no  one  company  can  prudently  underwrite  the 
entire  amount  of  insurance  required.  The  associated  companies  operate 
together  on  the  basis  of  a  community  of  interest,  but  the  plan  does  not 
include  the  features  of  a  trust  or  combine,  as  there  is  no  obligation  on 
the  part  of  any  of  the  companies  to  assume  any  risk  or  schedule  which 
their  individual  judgment  does  not  approve,  and  no  one  of  the  companies 
has  any  authority  to  commit  its  associates  to  any  additions  or  changes 
without   their   consent. 

The  method  generally  pursued  in  the  handling  of  railroad  insurance 
is  for  one  company  to  cover  the  entire  schedule,  and  then  to  reinsure 
proportionate  shares  with  other  companies,  who  in  turn  select  the  large 
risks  and  again  reinsure  their  excess  lines  on  these  with  companies  willing 
to  underwrite  the  specific  properties,  but  who  are  not  interested  in  the 
general  schedule.  In  this  way  the  liability  is  distributed  according  to 
the  value  and  hazard  of  the  property;  the  larger  the  risk  or  greater 
the  hazard,  the  greater  number  of  companies  interested  and  the  more 
widely  is  the  liability  distributed.  This  not  only  places  all  of  the  vast 
detail  on  the  insurers  and  relieves  the  roads  of  the  necessity  of  having 
to  deal  with  a  number  of  companies  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  endorse- 
ments, payments,  loss  adjustments,  etc.,  but  also  affords  absolute  in- 
demnity, as  the  company  writing  the  schedule  is  reinsured  by  several  other 
companies  of  large  financial  resources,  and  consequently  the  plan  represents 
many  millions  of  capital. 

The  railroad  business  is  handled  by  the  insurers  on  a  wholesale  basis, 
at  a  minimum  of  expense,  and  the  lowest  possible  cost  to  the  insured, 
the  companies  realizing  that  only  a  small  margin  of  underwriting  profit 
is  possible,  and  that  the  large  volume  of  premiums  obtainable  in  the 
aggregate  from  this  class  has  the  effect  of  materially  reducing  the  average 
e2.pense  ratio  on  the  general  business. 

All  of  this,  however,  is  predicated  upon  the  expectation  of  receiving 
a  participation  in  the  general  railroad  business  of  the  country,  and  any 
company  confining  its  operations  to  a  few  roads  or  a  single  section  can 
not  be  expected  to  make  the  business  self-sustaining,  as  experience  proves 
that  it  requires  a  large  volume  distributed  over  a  wide  area  to  produce 
results  which  will  justify  any  company  engaging  in  it. 

But  There  Is  Competition 

While  it  is  true  that  the  bulk  of  railroad  insurance  is  written  by  only 
a  limited  number  of  companies  regularly  engaged  in  that  line,  it  does  not 
follow  that  there  is  no  competition,  for  there  are  always  companies  willing 
to  experiment  with  a  business  offering  the  temptation  of  large  premiums, 
with   the    result   that   in   almost   every   important   account    the    associated 
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companies  are  confronted  with  competition  from  new  insurers  in  this  par- 
ticular line  who  are  willing  to  "take  a  chance,"  and  usually  withdraw 
from  the  field  after  a  rear  or  two  with  more  experience  and  less  surplus. 
Almost  every  fire  company  in  the  United  States  has  attempted,  at  one 
time  or  another,  to  transact  the  business  of  railroad  insurance,  but  very 
few  have  had  the  courage  to  remain  in  it  long  enough  to  accumulate 
sufficient  volume  and  information  to  justify  the  experiment.  Some  com- 
panies still  undertake  to  write  it  in  a  small  way  for  local  or  other  reasons, 
but  are  naturally  handicapped  by  the  small  amount  of  premium  thus  ob- 
tainable in  comparison  with  the  liability  assumed,  and  often  find  that  a 
single  loss  has  wiped  out  their  entire  premium  income  on  the  class  for 
several   years. 

Loss  Ratio  Higher 

Eailroad  underwriting  is  a  business  peculiar  to  itself,  and  is  written 
under  conditions  entirely  different  from  those  prevailing  in  general  fire 
insurance.  All  of  the  underlying  conditions  are  dissimilar  from  the  forms 
under  which  the  general  business  is  written.  The  experience  has  been 
different.  The  loss  ratio  on  railroad  business  is  necessarily  higher  than 
on  general  business,  and  the  adjustment  of  losses  often  presents  problems 
rot  encountered  in  any  other  branch  of  fire  insurance. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  the  ratio  of  loss  is  higher  than  on  general 
business,  the  companies  appreciate  the  absolute  necessity  for  maintaining 
the  strictest  economy  in  the  expense  of  operation.  For  instance,  the  com- 
mission paid  to  brokers  or  agents  placing  railroad  insurance  is  10  per 
cent  only.  This  is  less  than  is  allowed  on  any  other  branch  of  fire  insur- 
ance, but  is  considered  as  liberal  as  the  nature  of  the  business  would 
justify.  Also,  in  the  matter  of  loss  adjustments,  the  companies  are  able 
to  handle  this  feature  at  less  expense  than  is  entailed  in  the  adjustment 
of   losses  for  individuals,  firms  and  private  corporations. 

Brokers 

Coupled  with  this  limitation  of  brokerage  commission,  the  companies 
make  it  a  rule  to  confine  the  quotation  of  terms  for  renewals  solely  to 
the  recognized  broker  of  record  in  each  case,  on  the  theory  that  he  is 
entitled  to  protection  as  against  unauthorized  parties.  Where  a  road 
desires  to  transfer  its  account  to  another  broker,  the  companies  recognize 
this,  provided  the  change  is  accomplished  before  renewal  terms  have 
been  communicated  in  good  faith  to  the  existing  broker  of  record.  This, 
of  course,  does  not  apply  to  schedules  not  presently  insured,  as  these  are 
considered  open  propositions  and  terms  will  be  quoted  to  anyone  sub- 
mitting a  schedule.  But,  after  the  insurance  is  placed,  the  broker  con- 
trolling the  account  receives  the  benefit  of  protection  against  all  comers 
so  long  as  he  is  the  accredited  insurance  representative  of  the  road. 

The  basis  of  all  railroad  insurance  contemplates  the  exclusion  of  all 
claims  for  fire  loss  or  damage  where  the  amount  is  less  than  $100.  This 
was  made  necessary  by  the  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  roads  and  the 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  insurers  to  escape  the  troublesome  detail  of 
dealing  with  the  vast  number  of  trivial  losses  which  inevitably  occur. 
This  exclusion,  of  course,  is  recognized  in  the  rate  charged. 
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In  insuring  the  contents  of  cars,  stations,  freight  sheds,  etc.,  the 
cover  includes  the  common  carrier  liability  for  property  of  others  in  the 
custody  of  the  road.  In  insuring  personal  property  for  firms  or  individuals 
the  companies  cover  the  property  itself,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
whereas  in  the  ease  of  railroads,  they  cover  their  liability,  if  any,  for 
such  property.  It  often  happens  in  railroad  losses  that  while  there  has 
been  a  property  loss,  no  liability  rests  on  the  carrier  under  the  conditions 
of  the  bill  of  lading,  and  consequently  no  liability  on  the  insurers. 

Collision  and  Derailment  Covered 

In  fire  insurance  all  policies  contain  a  clause  providing  that  if  a 
building  falls,  except  as  the  result  of  fire,  all  insurance  on  building  and 
contents  immediately  ceases.  In  railroad  insurance  this  principle  is  con- 
strued as  not  applying  to  cars  and  contents  thereof,  as  such  property  is 
movable  in  its  nature  and  the  interests  of  the  business  require  that  the 
insurance  shall  follow  the  property.  Therefore,  in  railroad  undei-writing 
the  insurers  assume  a  liability  for  loss  by  fire  resulting  from  collision 
and  derailment.  The  difficulty  of  deciding  where  the  collision  loss  ceases 
and  the  fire  loss  begins  is  always  perplexing,  but  must  be  determined  in 
each  case. 

The  adjustment  of  losses  on  small  properties  is  usually  based  upon 
detailed  estimates  and  affidavits  furnished  by  the  master  mechanics  of 
the  roads,  the  large  number  of  such  claims  rendering  it  impossible  to 
have  adjusters  visit  the  scene  of  each,  except  at  an  expense  which  in  the 
aggregate  would  not  be  justified.  Rolling  stock  losses  are  usually  adjusted 
upon  the  basis  of  the  master  car  builders'  rules,  familiarity  with  which 
enables  the  loss  departments  of  the  companies  to  verify  the  correctness 
of  the  figures  without  incurring  the  expense  of  having  an  adjuster  on 
the  spot.  Collision  losses,  losses  on  large  properties,  and  questions  of 
liability  for  shipments  of  freight  damaged  or  destroyed,  require  the  ser- 
vices of  adjusters,  specially  trained  in  this  line,  and  often  call  for  legal 
assistance  to  enable  the  company  to  determine  its  liability. 

State  Made  Rates  Apply 

Then,  too,  when  we  consider  the  growing  tendency  to  State-made 
rates  for  fire  insurance  (from  which  railroad  insurance  is  not  exempt), 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  several  important  States  already  have  laws 
requiring  uniform  rates  on  all  property  of  any  given  class,  whether  owned 
by  individuals,  firms  or  corporations,  it  will  be  seen  how  many  considera- 
tions are  involved  in  every  phase  of  this  aspect  of  the  subject. 

Even  if  it  were  practicable  to  rate  all  fixed  properties  of  all  roads  in 
any  State  upon  a  uniform  basis,  how  can  it  ever  be  possible  to  reach 
a  uniform  basis  of  rating  on  rolling  stock  and  merchandise  in  transit, 
in  view  of  the  varying  conditions  of  the  several  roads  in  the  matter  of 
track,  ballast,  fuel,  spark  arresters,  and  other  vital  features? 

In  insuring  rolling  stock,  owned  by  roads,  the  companies  require,  as 
a  means  of  identification  in  the  event  of  loss,  that  the  car  and  locomotive 
numbers  be  inserted  in  the  policy;  or  else,  that  the  road  enter  into  a 
warranty   with   the   company   that    all   owned   rolling   stock   of   the   classes 
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insured  has  been  included  in  the  schedule,  and  that  all  new  rolling  stock 
acquired  from  time  to  time  shall  be  promptly  declared  and  proper  addi- 
tional premium  paid. 

Rolling  Stock 

The  scope  of  the  policy  is  limited  to  owned  rolling  stock  while  on  the 
tracks  of  the  road  insured  and  the  cover  immediately  ceases  when  the 
cars  leave  such  tracks.  But,  the  alternating  clause  usual  to  rolling  stock 
insurance  recognizes  the  necessary  interchange  of  traffic  with  other  roads 
and  extends  automatically  to  rolling  stock  of  other  roads  while  on  the 
tracks  of  the  insured,  subject  to  the  same  limits  of  loss  and  other  con- 
ditions as  would  apply  to  owned  cars  of  the  road  while  on  their  tracks. 
If  the  road  also  wishes  to  insure  its  liability  for  cars  of  foreign  roads 
while  in  its  custody,  dissimilar  in  class  from  its  own  cars,  or  wishes  to 
insure  its  liability  for  private  car  line  cars  and  other  cars  of  any  class 
owned  by  individuals  or  firms,  special  covers  are  provided  to  meet  the 
circumstances  after  accurately  ascertaining  the  amount  of  additional  lia- 
bility involved. 

Cars  insured  to  protect  the  obligations  of  car  trust  agreements,  and 
cars  insured  for  private  corporations,  have  no  alternating  clause  in  the 
policies.  This  rolling  stock  is  usually  insured  wherever  it  may  be  in  the 
United  States,  Canada  or  Mexico,  while  on  the  tracks  or  in  the  shops  of 
any  railroad  or  other  parties  throughout  the  country,  with  a  warranty 
that  the  insured  will  enter  into  no  agreement  to  relieve  the  railroads  or 
any  other  party  from  liability  which  the  law  or  custom  may  impose  upon 
them  for  the  safe  return  of  the  cars  when  entrusted  to  their  custody 
or  control.  Therefore,  in  insuring  cars  under  car  trust  agreements,  and 
cars  for  private  corporations,  the  companies  exercising  the  right  of  sub- 
rogation usually  escape  loss  for  fires  which  occur  while  the  cars  are  in 
the  custody  of  any  road  or  other  party  liable  for  them. 

This  class  of  property  requires  differential  treatment  in  the  matter 
of  rates,  as  compared  with  the  ordinary  rolling  stock  insurance  of  roads. 
Likewise,  the  various  types  of  rolling  stock  require  separate  treatment, 
the  experience  on  locomotives  being  different  from  that  on  cars,  and  the 
merchandise-carrying  cars  showing  a  higher  mortality  than  passenger  cars. 

In  recent  years  the  development  of  the  use  of  electric  power  for 
operating  cars  and  trains  has  added  a  new  element  of  hazard,  on  which 
the  underwriters  are  now  making  their  experience.  Electric  cars,  as  a 
rule,  are  light  in  construction  and  more  readily  subject  to  derailment  than 
the  heavier  types  of  ordinary  steam  road  cars.  This,  together  with  the 
danger  of  ignition  from  high  tension  electric  current,  makes  it  necessary 
to  obtain  relatively  higher  rates  for  this  class  of  rolling  stock. 

Merchandise 

As  regards  merchandise  in  transit,  this  is  even  more  difiieult  to  in- 
telligently deal  with  than  rolling  stock.  The  amounts  of  insurance  fixed 
in  the  policy  are  necessarily  arbitrary,  as  the  value  and  liability  varies 
from  day  to  day.  Therefore,  to  predicate  a  premium  on  a  rate  api^lied 
to  an  arbitrary  amount  of  insurance  is  a  fallacy,  and  would  work  to  the 
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detriment  of  the  road  or  the  insurer.  Anyone  can  ascertain  from  official 
records  the  character  and  proportion  of  merchandise  carried  and  the  ton 
raileage  hauled,  but  even  that  does  not  enable  the  road  or  the  insurer 
to  fix  a  relatively  accurate  amount  of  insurance  to  be  maintained,  and 
consequently  this  item  must  be  dealt  with  on  the  basis  of  a  premium 
(not  a  rate)  applied  to  each  merchandise  carrying  car  at  risk — whether 
owned  or  foreign,  private  or  trust — after  allowing  for  the  proportion 
of  "empties." 

The  insurance  on  merchandise  in  transit  always  contains  a  limit  of 
loss  in  any  one  car,  and  a  limit  of  loss  by  any  one  fire,  differential  terms 
being  charged  according  to  the  limits  desired  by  the  roads.  From  the 
basis  reached  by  this  process,  concessions  are  allowed  to  roads  willing  to 
assume  the  first  loss,  in  each  case,  of  a  given  amount  under  a  deductible 
average  clause;  and  also  to  roads  willing  to  assume  a  portion  of  each 
and  every  loss  on  merchandise  in  transit. 

In  the  matter  of  inspection  of  railroad  properties,  the  companies 
regularly  engaged  in  this  branch  appreciate  the  necessity  for  the  most 
thorough  attention  to  this  feature,  and  maintain  a  staff  of  competent  in- 
spectors, specially  trained  for  the  purpose,  who  make  periodical  inspections 
of  all  properties  insured,  and  plans  showing  the  construction,  occupancy, 
area  and  exposures  of  each  risk.  The  possession  of  this  information  not 
only  enables  the  companies  to  bring  about,  through  the  co-operation  of 
the  roads,  improvements  in  physical  conditions,  but  also  permits  such 
equitable  readjustment  of  rates  as  the  circumstances  of  individual  cases 
may  justify.  Any  company  attempting  to  underwrite  railroad  business 
without  this  service  is  placed  at  great  disadvantage  and  is  really  insuring 
property  without  definite  knowledge  as  to  physical  conditions.  The  reports 
of  inspections  are  typed  in  manifold  and  copies  furnished  the  roads,  with 
definite  recommendations  along  common  sense  lines,  showing  the  nature 
of  improvements  which  should  be  made  in  their  interest.  A  separate  report 
is  made  on  each  risk,  and  a  general  report  on  each  group  of  shops  and 
terminals. 

Among  the  features  peculiar  to  railroad  insurance  may  also  be  men- 
tioned the  fact  that  this  business  being  considered  as  a  necessary  adjunct 
to  interstate  traffic,  and  therefore  not  capable  of  being  treated  in  the 
same  manner  as  ordinary  fire  insurance,  is  exempted  by  practically  all 
associations  of  underwriters  from  the  operation  of  all  rates  and  rules. 
The  resident  agency  laws  of  most  of  the  States  also  recognize  it  as  exempt. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  rate  laws  do  not  make  such  exemption,  and 
hence  arises  one  of  the  most  difficult  features  to  contend  with.  It  must 
also  be  remembered  that  some  of  the  States  have  laws  prohibiting  the 
payment  of  brokerage  or  commission  to  non-resident  brokers  or  agents  on 
property  located  in  such  States.  The  absurdity  of  this  in  the  case  of 
large  railroad  systems  operating  throughout  several  States,  the  insurance 
on  which  is  naturally  controlled  by  a  single  individual  or  firm,  with  no 
resident  or  local  agent  having  any  just  claim  on  the  commission,  is  grad- 
ually being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  authorities  with  the  hope  of 
obtaining  re-consideration  that  will  free  the  business  of  this  manifest  in- 
justice 
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Her  Heritance 

Poverty  is  an  ugly  word.  It  was  never 
intended  to  be  a  dreary  fact  in  human  lives. 
Many  are  shielded  from  its  blighting  influ- 
ence. The  hideous  vision  of  poverty  con- 
fronts others,  and  they  cannot  escape.  It 
is  a  dread  spectre,  haunting  all  their  days. 

Cartoon  No.  7  of  the  Arnett  Cartoon  Ads. 
reveals  all  the  pathos  of  hopeless  poverty. 
"With  little  hands  clinging  to  her  skirts,  with 
little  feet  stumbling  wearily  beside  her,  with 
the  dragging  weight  of  her  husband's  debts 
to  carry,  this  poor  widow  sinks  exhausted 
by  the  road  of  life.  Shadows  darken  her 
path,  The  Wolf  of  Want,  lean  and  hungry, 
slinks  nearer  with  stealthy  tread. 

Once  there  was  a  little  home,  good  food 
and  warm  clothing.  There  was  a  small  bank 
account.  But  there  was  no  insurance.  Her 
husband  didn't  believe  in  it — he  placed  his 
faith  in  Providence. 

Many  a  man,  commending  his  family  to 
the  mercies  of  Providence,  fails  to  remem- 
ber that  Providence  cannot  pay  the  rent, 
buy  the  groceries,  and  send  the  children  to 
school. 

Providence  had  nothing  to  do  with  this 
man's  death.  The  law  of  nature  attended 
to  that.  The  law  in  the  statute  books  fore- 
closed the  mortgage.  What  did  the  law  of 
equation  give  to  his  widow?  What  was  her 
inheritance?  Look  at  the  picture  again,  and 
you  will  see.— Arnett's  Annotations. 


It  has  been  suggested  that  America  may 
not  have  been  named  after  Amerigo 
Vespucci,  the  Italian  navigator  and  writer. 
Why  should  this  hemisphere  have  been 
called  after  his  first  name?  Heavens!  what 
if  it  had  been  called  after  his  surname, 
Vespoochy?  All  the  adventurers  who 
landed  in  the  new  world  in  discovery  days 
invariably  asked  of  the  Indians,  Where  do 
you  find  gold?  and  they,  all  along  the 
Coasts  first  trod  by  the  whites,  answered 
"ammereek,"  meaning  in  the  mountains 
west.  Hence  the  immediate  and  half  insane 
rush  for  those  mountains,  a  rush  that 
quickly  carried  these  adventurers  to  death 
or  to  the  Pacific. 


Thirty  Years   Ago 

The  Coast  Review  printed  particulars  of 
the  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  Union  Mutual 
Life  by  substitution.  The  policy  was  pay- 
able to  Michael  Crotty  of  San  Francisco,  an 
alleged  creditor  of  the  insured.  The  con- 
spirators insured  a  consumptive  who  lived 
at  Lock  wood,  Cal. 

Frederick  S.  Winston,  president  of  the 
Mutual  Life,  died  from  a  paralytic  stroke. 

Tlie  Coast  Review  printed  the  advertise- 
ment of  the  new  accident  department  of  the 
Pacific  Mutual  Life.  Thomas  Bennett  was 
manager,  and  W.  H.  Davis  was  superin- 
tendent of  agencies. 

The  four-masted  British  ship,  Earl  of 
Dal-housie,  crossing  without  ballast  to  save 
one  hundred  dollars,  was  capsized  in  San 
Francisco  bay. 

The  Frankfort  Fire  entered  California 
with  Edward  E.  Potter  as  general  agent. 

The  Pacific  Surety  Company  was  organ- 
ized. 

Huchinson  &  Mann  were  appointed 
general  agents  for  the  Continental. 

Jas.  H.  de  Veuve  was  appointed  special 
agent  for  the  State  Investment. 


Our  Dr.  David  Starr  Jordan  has  his  name 
high  in  the  councils  of  the  non-smokers' 
league  of  sumptuary  reformers'  exhibit  in 
one  of  the  fair  palaces  in  San  Francisco. 
The  abolition  of  tobacco  in  any  form,  with 
appropriate  penalties  for  those  who  grow, 
sell,  manufacture  and  smoke  tobacco,  is  one 
of  the  objects  of  these  good-willing  folks. 
They  don't  say  it  will  reduce  the  fire  loss 
but  they  do  say  it  will  prolong  the  lives  of 
all  who  do  not  want  to  smoke.  They  are 
going  to  make  the  tobacco  industry  look 
like  30  cents  and  force  all  the  tobacco 
factories  to  sell  out  to  the  fire  insurance 
companies. 


Where  a  policyholder  stated  absolutely 
that  he  owned  the  automobile  destroyed, 
the  insurer  is  not  bound  to  make  further 
inquiries  to  ascertain  whether  the  statement 
was  true.  —  Hamilton  v.  Fireman's  Fund 
Ins.  Co.,  177  S.  W.  173. 
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Error 

Oil  the  opposite  page  "Frankfort' '  appears 
instead  of  "Franklin,"  under  "Tliirty  Years 
Ago." 

Fire  and  Marine   Dividends 

On  189,783,914  capital  of  American  fire 
and  marine  companies,  $16,259,407  in  divi- 
dends was  paid  last  year.  This  latter  sum 
is  far  less  than  the  difference  between  in- 
come and  premiums.  It  is  less  than  7  per 
cent  on  the  1238,308,322  capital  and  net 
surplus. 


New  York  Underwriters  Agency 

This  organization  is  now  51  years  old. 
Always  it  has  done  business  on  conservative 
and  helpful  lines,  with  first  class  security. 
Behind  its  contracts  are  $27,000,000  assets 
and  over  $9,000,000  surplus  to  policyholders. 

It  has  a  distinct  agency  plant,  a  separate 
field  staff,  and  an  independent  department. 
The  Pacific  department,  guided  by  the  suc- 
cessful veteran  underwriter  H.  R.  Mann, 
ranks  high  in  volume  of  Coast  premiums 
and  in  net  underwriting  results.  The 
average  loss  ratio  is  low.  Last  year  it  was 
42.5,  or  7  points  less  than  the  general  (bast 
average. 

The  Fresno  Meeting 

A  meeting  was  held  in  Fresno  on  Septem- 
ber 20  under  tiie  auspices  of  the  Merchants 
Association.  Business  men  and  other  in- 
sured attended  and  listened  to  the  visiting 
insurance  men.  The  large  assembly-room 
of  the  Commercial  Club  was  filled  witii  an 
audience  of  more  than  100.  The  speakers 
were  :  K.  W.  Osborn,  president  of  tlie 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  and  manager 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Fire;  W.  H.  Breeding, 
general  agent  for  the  ^Etna  and  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Board;  W. 
S.  Du  Val  and  R.  L.  Rowley,  employees  of 
the  Board. 

It  was  conclusively  shown  that  Fresno 
"imperatively  needs"  more  water,  four 
more  pieces  of  apparatus,  more  firemen,  a 
fire  marshal,  and  a  motor  squad  wagon. 


Tlie  audience  listened  attentively  and  now 
know  a  good  deal  more  about  insurance 
rating  and  the  relation  between  fires  and 
"preparedness"  and  the  cost  of  fire  insur- 
ance. 


Burning  Their  Birthright 

Los  Angeles  Times 
Los  Angeles  is  having  too  much  arson. 
Those  people  who  try  to  re-establish  them- 
selves by  burning  their  own  property  are 
going  to  find  that  they  burn  more  than  their 
house  or  their  place  of  business  or  their 
automobile.  They  have  cremated  them- 
selves and  the  insurance  money  they  get 
will  be  ashes  to  ashes  and  dust  to  dust. 


Big  Los  Angeles  Loss 

Fire  destroyed  the  Union  Warehouse  Go's 
warehouse  in  the  factory  district,  September 
22.  It  covered  about  a  block.  The  stock 
was  largely  10,000  sacks  of  sugar,  provisions 
and  barley.  Value  of  contents  roughly  esti- 
mated at  $800,000  and  building  at  $100,000. 


Local  Agents  and  Companies  Blamed  for 
Incendiary  Fires 

"A  great  deal  of  the  fire  loss  in  Fresno 
may  be  traced  to  agents  for  fire  insurance 
companies.  Most  of  our  fires  occur  in  the 
east  side  of  the  city.  Many  of  them  are 
incendiary.  Still  these  same  buildings  are 
heavily  covered  by  insurance.  If  agents 
would  more  carefully  investigate  their 
risks,  or  impose  a  heavy  rating  on  the 
district  so  affected,  the  increased  rating 
would  not  have  been  necessary  for  the 
entire  city." — Fire  Commissioner  Pratt. 


According  to  the  Spectator  all  Porto  Rico 
fire,  marine  and  huricane  risks  are  insured 
in  British,  German  and  Swedish  and 
Canadian  companies.  No  American  com- 
panies. Last  year's  fire  premiums  were 
$385,890,  with  $439,804  losses  incurred  or 
114  percent. 


Hartford  Fire  stock  is  720  bid. 
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SPEAKERS  AT  THE   WORLD'S   INSURANCE   CONGRESS 

Municipal    Auditorium,    Civic    Center,    San  Francisco,    October   4th    to  16th,   1915 


W.  L.  Hathaway 
Charles  C.  Moore  ConiinissioiicT  World  s  I ii>iiramt'  Congress   Events 

Presiileiit  Piiniiiiia-Pafific  liitHrii;itii)nal  Exi)ositioii  I  Miinager  Mutual  Life  I  iisurance  Conipany  ) 


Samuel  Davis 

Iiisiiraiice  Lawyer,  Pjostoii 


Hon.  Lawrence  Y.  Sherman 

United  States  Senator 


Speakers  at  the  Insurance  Congress 
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T.  L.  Miller 

Service  Performed  by  Life  Iiisuraiife  Companies 

(Presiident  West  C'or.st-San  Francisco  Life  Insuraiico 

Company) 


Charles  A.  Peabody 

Association  Life  Insurance  Presidents 

(1  resident  Mutual  I.ii'e  Insurance  Company  of 

New  Yorl;) 


Harry  P.  Coffin 

Chairman  Public  Safety  Commission.  Poi tland,  (!)r. 


H.  H.  Ward 

Agent  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
Portland 
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Geo.  I.  Cochran 

Member  Executive  (omniittee 
(Presiilent  Pacific  >rutiial  Lif.-  Insuiance  Coinpany) 


Darwin  P.  Kingsley 

(President  N'l'W  York  Life  Iii?uiance  (omrany) 


Dr.  David  Starr  Jorriaii 

Cliairman  I'eaceDay 

(.Cliancellor  Lelaiul  Stanford  Jr.  University) 


Garner  Curran 

Deputy  Commissioner  World's  Insurance  t'ongress 
Kvents 


Speakers  at  the  Insurance  Congress 
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T.  W.  Blackburn 

(Secretary  American  Life  Convention) 
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Charles  W.  Scovel 

(Ex-Pre-iirlent  National  Association  Life  Under- 

writtTs  > 


David  Van  Schaack 

(With  .litna  Life  Insurance  Company 


Isaac  Miller  Hamilton 

(President  Federal  Life  Insurance  Company) 


426 


The   Coast    Review^ 


Arthur  Hawxhurst 

(InsuranCH  Manager  Marsliiill-Fifid  A  Comiiany) 


W.  S.  Diggrs 

<Presiilent  Insurance  Fe<ieratioii> 


F.  G,  Cottrell 

(Chief  Chemist  C.  s.  Burijau  of  Mines) 


Wm.  G.  Wilson 
(  Manager  .Ktna  Insurance  Coinpnnj-.  Cleveland.  O.) 


Speakers  at  the   Insurance    Congress 
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Willard  Done 

Executive  ( '()iinniltt'eii;an 
(Of  the  National  P>oaiil  of  I'iir  riiderwriters) 


F.  Robertson  Jones 

(Sppri4ary  Worlv-riieu's  ('oinpfusntioii  Publifit y 
r.uri'au.  New  Voi  k  ) 


R.  Clipston  Sturgis  Robert  Lynn  Cox 

(President  American  Institute  of  .ircliittets)  (General  Counsel  Associalion  IJfe  Ins.  Presidents^ 
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Wm.  J.  Dutton 

Chairman  Executive  Coniniittee 
(Ex-Presirli'iit  Fiiemau's  Fund  Insurance  Co.) 


E.  O.  McCormick 

I  Vico  President  Sdutheni  I'acifie  Kailuay) 


Franklin  H.  Wentworth 

(Secretary  National  Fire  Protection  Association) 


The  Coa^  Review  of  San  Francisco 


Schedule  Rating 


From  a  Lecture  by  W.  S.   DuVal,   Delivered  to  Associate  Members  of  the  Fire 
Underwriters^  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Published  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

You  will  find  in  the  Journal  of  the  Federation  of  Insurance  Institutes 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  1913,  an  address  by  Mr.  Deuchar,  which 
I  commend  to  your  attention,  on  the  "Necessity  for  a  Tariff  Organiza- 
tion in  connection  with  the  Fire  Insurance  Business."  In  this  the  word 
"Tariff"  is  used  in  its  broad  sense.  A  "Tariff"  organization  for  fixing  the 
price  of  fire  insurance.  So  also  Mr.  Dean,  whose  schedule,  marvelous  in 
construction  and  adaptability,  has  been  put  to  service  in  many  States 
and  Territories,  in  writing  of  the  "Analytic"  system  says,  "A  tariff  con- 
structed in  fixed  charges  and  credits,  must  of  necessity  be  an  unstable 
compound  of  unrelated  parts." 

What  I  desire  to  make  plain  is  that  any  list  of  prices  for  fire  insur- 
ance in  various  localities  and  for  various  classes  of  merchandise  or  struc- 
tures is  termed  a  Tariff,  while  again  in  the  colloquialism  of  the  trade, 
the  tables  and  instruments  by  which  these  prices  are  obtained  are  known 
as   "Tariffs"   or  "Tariff  Books  of  Eates." 

A  Tariff  is  defined  again  as  any  list  or  schedule  as  a  Eailway  Tariff, 
while  the  schedule  is  a  written  or  printed  statement  usually  in  tabulated 
form  giving  the  details  of  some  matter. 

In  all  of  the  territory  of  the  Pacific  Board  of  Underwriters,  the 
schedule  known  as  the  Brick  Mercantile  Schedule  fixes  by  its  provisions 
regarding  fire  protection,  climatic  conditions  and  elements  of  environ- 
ment, the  particular  Tariff  Book  of  Eates  applying  in  any  locality  to 
both  rated  and  unrated  risks.  The  latter  being  such  properties  the  rate 
of  insurance  for  which  is  determined  by  a  table  in  the  hands  of  any  agent 
or  for  that  matter  by  the  insurer  himself. 

It  is  only  by  reason  of  the  finer  distinctions  that  can  be  drawn  in 
cities  and  towns  under  the  conditions  of  diverse  systems  of  fire  protec- 
tion, and  for  the  convenience  of  the  local  agent  or  the  insurer  that  the 
results  obtained  by  the  application  of  these  so-called  Tariffs  or  Sched- 
ules are  printed  in  book  form. 

Tariff  or  Schedule  rates  started  early  and  began  with  classification 
of  hazards  both  as  to  merchandise  and  buildings.  In  1791  the  London 
Fire  Office  associated  for  the  purpose  of  devising  common  means  of  fire 
protection,  and  there  was  soon  a  working  arrangement  that  Cotton 
Mills,  Calico  Printing  Works,  Lint  Mills  and  like  hazards,  should  not  be 
talien  at  certain  fixed  rates.  Houses  with  party  walls  were  defined  as 
we  do  in  the  schedules  of  today  and  there  was  the  first  crystallization 
of  the  plan  for  segregating  hazards  and  fixing  penalties  for  departure 
from  standards, 

»        *         * 
Schedules   for  Fire  Insurance,  just  the  same  as  tariffs  or  schedules 
for  any   branch   of  business,   have  their   foundations   laid   in   experience 
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and  are  based  first  on  classification  for  territory,  whereby  the  location 
of  the  risk  is  sisecified. 

Second  on  classification  of  the  building,  whereby  the  construction 
anrt   material   or  physical  characteristics  of  same  are  differentiated. 

Third,  on  the  classification  of  contents  of  buildings,  whereby  their 
use  and  occupancy  are  determined. 

The  key  rate  of  a  brick  or  stone  building  depends  upon: 

First,  upon  climatic  conditions. 

Second,  local  conditions  other  than  climatic. 

The  first  is  influenced  by  climatic  conditions,  including  prevailing 
winds  and  seasonal  variations.  The  second  depends  on  the  amount  of 
fire  protection,  the  general  make-up  of  the  city  in  brick  and  frame 
construction  and  the  existence  and  enforcement  of  standard  building  and 
police  ordinances. 

The  fire  protection  item  includes  the  water  supplies,  and  distribu- 
tion, the  hydrant  service,  the  fire  department  organization  and  equip- 
ment. Every  state,  county  and  city  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
of  Underwriters  is  in  a  classification  as  indicated  in  the  schedule  and 
this  work,  of  course,  is  possible  only  by  united  effort;  to  do  it  in  the 
best  possible  manner  the  insurance  companies  tax  themselves  to  provide 
expert  assistance. 

Not  only  do  the  parent  National  Associations  maintain  laboratories 
and  testing  stations,  but  their  standard  rules  and  the  results  of  their 
experiments  and  tests  go  out  free  of  cost  to  all.  It  is  true,  as  I  have 
said  on  several  occasions,  that  in  the  proper  transaction  of  the  business 
reflected  in  the  insurance  rate,  every  known  industry,  every  branch  of 
science,  every  condition  affecting  the  construction,  location,  occupancy 
and  surroundings  of  the  property  insured,  should  be  a  factor  in  the 
formula  for  fixing  the  charge  for  each  $100  of  insurance  placed  or  sold. 

Schedules  and  tariffs  are  necessarily  under  constant  revision  based 
not  only  on  changes  in  conditions,  but  on  experience  and  technical  work. 

What  I  have  ^aid  will  indicate  to  you  how  necessary  it  is  to  enconrage 
snch  interest  in  industrial  physics  as  will  enable  yon  to  grasp  conditions  as 
they  arise  and  treat  them  intelligently.  Tiie  public  must  know  that  the 
tire  insurance  rate  vibrates  and  is  synchronized  with  the  hazards  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  and  it  was  liere  that  the  relativity  of  the  Dean  Schedule  was 
preserved  in  the  schedule  now  in  use,  together  -with  the  factors  of  igniti- 
bility  and  susceptibility  so  important  in  the  Universal  Schedule  of  Mr. 
Moore,  which  came  to  the  front  in  1890-93.  I  have  here  a  copy  of  the 
Universal  Mercantile  Schedule,  and  during  Mr.  Moore's  work  on  it  I  was 
with  him  at  various  times  and  heard  his  lectures  and  participated  in  some 
of  the  missionary  work  he  did  in  introducing  it.  Notliing  could  be  better 
for  the  student  of  schedules  than  a  careful  reading  of  the  Universal 
Schedule.  It  has  the  principles  of  the  one  you  work  upon  in  the  ignitibil- 
ity,  combustibility  and  the  susceptibility  of  contents  of  buildings  but 
misses  that  relativity  which  is  obtained  by  making  all  charges  for  defects 
in  construction  a  percentage  of  the  key  rate. 


Schedule  Rating 


For  a  "C"  Class  building  under  the  schedule,  I  have  here  the  north- 
west corner  of  Battery  and  Market  streets.  This  is  a  brick  building  of 
ordinary  joist  and  wood  floor  construction,  and  I  have  here  on  a  large 
scale  the  survey  and  makeup.  The  deficiency  is  nineteen  in  this  section 
of  the  city,  giving  a  key  rate  of  51  cents  and  the  charges  are  a  percentage 
of  this  key  rate. 

As  a  sample  of  the  method  of  schedules  for  risks  other  than  mercantile 
buildings,  I  have  here  the  schedule  of  Electric  Light  and  Power  Plants, 
just  going  through  the  mill  and  one  of  a  Rice  Mill,  a  new  industry  but 
growing,  and  the  application  of  our  Tariff.  Then  the  Eastern  Schedule 
and  then  the  proposed  schedule  is  illustrated.  I  have  also  some  corres- 
pondence bearing  upon  a  Dwelling  House  Schedule,  with  an  interesting 
letter  from  Mr.  Goddard  of  the  New  England  Insurance  Exchange. 

Bearing  upon  the  necessity  for  proper  schedules  generally,  I  will  read 
from  a  slip  in  the  Bulletin  of  May  7th,  giving  losses  of  §10,000  and  over 
since  December  1st  in  New  England  and  the  Middle  States.  You  will 
note  how  important  the  consideration  of  unprofitable  classes  is  becoming 
and  this  is  a  commentary  on  our  struggle  too  often  for  lower  rates  without 
corresponding  benefits. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Insurance  Society  of  Philadelphia  in  your 
library,  Mr.  Moore  will  show  you  an  article  by  Mr.  Herbert  Wilraerding 
on  "Schedule  Rating,"  which  gives  in  a  clear  and  condensed  form  most  of 
what  I  have  said  tonight.  It  is  in  volume  1  to  4,  and  of  date  November 
iyi3.  I  commend  it  to  your  attention  as  well  as  the  bibliography  to  which 
I  have  called  your  attention,  and  all  of  which  is  open  to  you  through  your 
library. 

Classifications  and  Lines 

From  a  Lecture  by  W.  H.  Giblwns,  Delirered  to  the  Associate  Members  of  the 
Fire  L'nderariters'  Association  ojthe  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Printed  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

Running  an  insurance  company  without  a  system  of  classifications, 
is  somewhat  like  trying  to  sail  a  ship  without  a  compass,  yet  those  who 
do  use  classifications  are  prone  to  expect  too  much  of  them.  It  is  always 
possible  to  tell,  with  their  assistance,  upon  which  classes  an  insurance 
company  makes  or  loses  money,  but  whether  more  money  has  been  paid 
out  on  certain  hazards  than  has  been  received  would  enable  one  to  tell 
if  a  table  of  exposure  charges  has  been  correctly  estimated,  is  quite 
another  question,  and  one  that  hardly  comes  within  the  scope  of  the 
subject  assigned  to  me. 

As  prepared  for  practical  use,  a  classification  table  is  a  comparison 
of  premiums  and  losses  on  different  hazards;  that  is  to  say,  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  the  premiums  on  apartment  houses  will  be  summed  up  with 
their  losses,  and  entered  in  a  book.  The  premiums  and  losses  on  breweries, 
blacksmith  shops  and  all  differing  hazards  will  be  treated  the  same  way, 
so  that  each  year  it  is  possible  to  tell  what  the  experience  has  been  on 
the  various  kinds  of  risks,  carried  by  the  company  making  up  the 
tables. 
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x'robably  the  clearest  way  of  gaining  a  full  knowledge  of  tne  seope 
and  uses  of  a  classification  table,  is  to  go  through  the  process  of  making 
one.  Assuming  that  we  have  been  given  that  task,  the  first  thing  to  do  is 
to  decide  upon  which  classes  enough  premiums  are  taken  in  to  justify 
giving  them  each  a  number.  In  the  A's  we  have  apartment  houses; 
surely  we  have  enough  premiums  on  apartment  houses  for  a  separate 
class  so  we  make  apartment  houses,  Class  1.  We  find,  however,  that 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  rates  and  hazards  of  brick  and 
frame  apartment  houses,  so  we  divide  the  class  into  Fire  Proof,  Brick 
and  Frame.  We  then  have  Class  IF.P.,  Class  IB.  and  Class  IF.  We 
must  further  consider  that  climatic  conditions  have  an  effect;  the  moist 
coast  climate,  for  instance,  will  not  dry  a  building  out  the  way  the  dry 
climate  and  high  temperature  of  the  interior  do.  Winter  climates  must 
also  be  taken  into  account,  where,  on  a  freezing  night,  firemen  may  be 
seriously  hampered  in  their  work  and  lines  of  hose  become  solid  witli 
ice.  It,  therefore,  becomes  apparent  that  subdivision  by  districts  must 
also  be  made«and  we  group  the  various  states  into  three  divisions,  or  into 
as  many  as  judgment  seems  to  dictate.  For  the  purpose  of  illustration, 
let  us  use  the  number  three.  We  now  have  Class  1,  fireproof,  brick, 
frame,  districts  1,  2,  3,  which  for  convenience  sake  are  designated  IFPl, 
IBl,  IFl,  1FP2,  1B2,  1F2,  1FP3,  IBS  and  1F3. 

With  the  subdivisions  and  designations  settled  upon,  the  work  of 
making  up  the  classes  is  continued,  but  before  we  leave  the  apartment 
house  class  there  are  one  or  two  questions  that  intrude  themselves.  We 
know  that  a  fire  in  an  apartment  house,  especially  in  a  brick  or  fire- 
proof building,  will  do  a  great  deal  more  damage  to  the  contents  than  to 
the  building,  in  fact,  the  damage  to  value  is  proportionately  so  much 
greater  that  it  is  recognized  in  the  rate.  It  seems  necessary  then  to 
make  a  second  class  for  the  contents  o^  apartment  houses  and  call  it  either 
2  or  lA,  as  fancy  dictates. 

That  question  was  easily  settled,  but  we  have  another  that  looks  to 
be  just  a  little  bit  perplexing.  What  is  an  apartment  house?  Where 
does  a  flat  leave  off  and  become  an  apartment  house,  and  when  does  an 
apartment  house  leave  off  and  become  a  hotel?  Furthermore,  when  we 
have  established  a  rule,  how  are  we  to  find  out  the  construction  and 
occupancy  of  a  building  or  its  contents,  so  that  it  can  be  properly 
classified? 

There  is  really  no  satisfactorily  definite  answer  to  these  questions. 
Each  office  must  establish  its  own  rule,  and  if  it  be  consistently  carried 
out,  the  results  will  be  near  enough  for  all  practical  purposes.  Classifica- 
tions are  made  up  merely  to  satisfy  a  company  as  to  the  experience  on 
risks  which  can  properly  be  grouped  together.  It  may  be  said,  if  an 
expression  of  opinion  is  asked,  that  a  building  whose  occupancies  have 
separate  entrances  from  the  street  would  be  flats;  where  a  common  en- 
trance is  used,  it  would  be  an  apartment  house  and  where  a  common 
dining-room  was  used,  and  there  was  no  cooking  in  the  rooms,  the  build- 
ing would  be  a  hotel. 
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The  next  classifications  would  probably  be  blacksmith  shops  and 
breweries,  which  offer  no  problems,  but  when  we  come  to  canneries  it 
seems  necessary  to  separate  the  stocks  from  the  buildings  and  machinery, 
the  reasons  being  that  the  rates  are  different,  the  chances  for  salvage  on 
stocks  greater  and  the  insurance  thereon  written  for  short  terms  instead 
of  for  twelve-month  periods. 

No  further  problems  present  themselves,  as  we  go  down  the  list, 
until  we  come  to  dwellings.  Protected  dwellings  are  so  much  better  than 
those  unprotected  that  each  must  be  put  into  a  separate  class,  and  farm 
dwellings  must  be  put  into  a  class  alone.  We  should  like  to  divide  the 
premiums  as  l^o  building  or  contents,  but  must  have  some  regard  for  the 
classification  clerk.  Should  we  adopt  such  a  plan  nearly  every  dwelling 
premium  would  have  to  be  split,  entailing  a  great  deal  of  extra  work, 
and  the  results  thus  obtained  would  probably  not  repay  for  the  time  and 
trouble  expended. 

Frame  ranges  seem  to  be  the  next  troublesome  class.  To  secure 
uniformity  it  would  be  well  to  decide  upon  how  many  frame  buildings, 
in  a  row,  would  properly  be  considered  a  range,  whether  five,  or  more, 
should  be  the  rule,  also  how  good  a  fire  department  must  be  for  frame 
rows,  under  its  protection,  to  be  exempt  from  classification  as  ranges, 
to   take   their  classification  from   their  occupancies. 

Other  classes  there  are,  requiring  special  treatment,  which  in  most 
cases  will  be  confined  to  distinguishing  between  protected  and  unpro- 
tected risks.  Hotels,  stores,  saloons  and  similar  risks  must  have  their 
premiums  so  distributed,  or  some  very  misleading  figures  will  be  had.  A 
little  protection  makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world  in  hotels,  for 
instance;  not  only  will  it  make  a  risk,  otherwise  uninsurable,  accept- 
able, but  the  fact  that  a  community  is  suflficiently  settled  to  demand  fire 
protection,  has  a  distinct  effect  upon  the  moral  hazard. 

While  we  have  been  going  down  through  the  various  kinds  of 
hazards,  we  have  discovered  a  number  of  them  which  do  not  appear  fre- 
quently enough  to  justify  giving  them  separate  classifications.  To 
dispose  of  them,  we  set  aside  two  numbers,  one  for  miscellaneous,  the 
other  for  miscellaneous  special  hazards.  Under  the  first  heading  will 
appear  such  stray  risks  as  our  exposition  buildings  and  the  armory  where 
we  went  to  enlist  for  the  Mexican  War.  Under  the  second,  the  only 
coal  mine  we  have  on  the  books  and  other  industrial  plants  which  may  be 
few  in  number. 

The  sprinklered  risks  have  also  to  be  settled  somewhere.  In  some 
ofl5ces  it  is  the  custom  to  give  them  a  class  by  themselves,  but  in  others 
another  subdivision  is  made,  so  that  figures  may  be  shown  for  the 
sprinklered  risks  of  each  class  and,  in  the  table  we  are  making,  a 
sprinklered  brick  apartment  house  would  be  designated  thus:   IBSl. 

Now  that  we  have  the  classes  all  arranged,  and  understand  that  pre- 
miums are  to  be  set  down,  less  reinsurance,  and  that  we  must  also  have 
a  book  for  return  premiums  so  that  we  can  subtract  them  from  the  pre- 
miums and  get  net  figures,  we  start  in  to  classify  a  bunch  of  daily  re- 
ports.    The  first  report  we  pick   up  covers   a  fireproof  apartment  house 
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m  district  one,  we  classify  it  as  IFPl,  next  comes  a  dwelling,  also  easy 
to  classify,  but  here  we  come  across  a  building  on  Market  street,  with 
stores  in  front,  a  movie  in  back  and  a  hotel  upstairs.  What  are  we  to 
do  with  it?    Better  ask  the  "Boss." 

What  the  Boss  will  say  depends  pretty  much  on  wTiat  the  Boss  hap- 
pens to  be  thinking  of  at  the  time.  As  an  abstract  proposition,  the  risk 
should  go  into  that  class  whose. hazard  dominates  the  risk,  but  if  losses 
should  occur,  confined  to  one  particular  occupancy,  the  loss  should  re- 
ceive the  classification  of  that  occupancy,  regardless  of  where  the  pre- 
mium went. 

Another  puzzle  which  may  come  up  can  be  solved  by  a  short  cut.  It 
frequently  happens  that  a  policy  form  is  made  up  of  a  long  schedule,  in 
which  will  be  found  everything  from  factory  buildings  to  dwellings.  As 
all  such  buildings  are  part  of  the  plant,  there  would  be  no  impropriety 
in  putting  the  entire  premium  into  the  classification  to  which  the  prin 
cipal  building  belongs. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  with  the  large  number  of  items  to  go  into 
a  set  of  classifications,  there  will  be  inaccuracies;  they  cannot  be  helped, 
unless  the  figures  are  made  up  in  an  office  which  is  the  fortunate  possessor 
of  an  electric  tabulating  machine,  but  so  far  as  the  premiums  are  con- 
cerned, their  small  sums,  if  placed  in  wrong  columns  will  not  materially 
impair  the  value  of  the  results  arrived  at.  The  losses  are  quite  a  dif- 
ferent matter,  as  the  following  example  will  show.  Suppose  that  in  one 
of  the  smaller  classes,  the  premiums  correctly  amounted  to  but  $1000, 
and  that  the  losses  thereon  were  $450,  or  45%.  A  $50  premium,  by 
mistake,  is  put  into  that  class,  raising  the  premiums  to  $1050;  we  find 
by  calculating  that  the  mistake  has  only  resulted  in  reducing  the  loss 
ralrio  on  the  class  to  38%,  no  very  serious  matter,  but  had  a  $50  loss 
been  improperly  charged  up,  the  losses  would  have  been  increased  to 
$500,  and  the  loss  ratio  made  50%,  thus  showing  the  class  to  be  close 
to  unprofitable,  which  it  was  not. 


California  Standard  Form  of  Policy 

From  a  Lecture  by  H.  A.  Thornton,  Delivered  to  the  Ax^^ociah'  Members  of  the 
Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Published  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

Your  President  has  done  me  the  honor  of  asking  me  to  speak  to  you 
concerning  the  California  Standard  Form  of  Policy.  I  wish  at  this  time 
to  apologize  to  you  for  not  being  better  prepared,  but  owing  to  ill  health 
I  have  been  unable  to  devote  the  desired  time  to  this  paper,  therefore 
you  may  not  find  it  of  much  assistance  to  you  in  your  struggle  with  the 
problems  which  daily  confront  those  in  your  line  of  business.  I  will, 
however,  answer  such  questions  as  I  can  and  would  be  glad  to  have  any 
of  you  call  at  my  office  at  any  time  and  ask  any  questions  which  may 
occur  to  you.  I  will  not  promise  to  answer  all  of  your  questions,  as 
there  are  still  many  things  in  connection  with  the  standard  form  of  policy 
in  effect  in  this  State  which  the  courts  must  decide.   In  fact,  T  might  say 
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that  this  is  an  almost  unknown  field  as  yet,  excej^t  as  we  may  be  guided 
by  the  earlier  decisions  under  the  various  forms  of  policy  heretofore  used 
by  the  companies. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  preface  this  paper  with  an  outline  of  the 
rise  of  insurance,  the  organization  of  the  companies  and  a  history  of  the 
policy,  but  that  is  a  subject  that  each  can  read  up  for  himself,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  we  would  not  reach  the  California  Form  this  evening.  How- 
ever, I  will  go  briefly  into  the  history  of  the  adoption  of  the  California 
Policy.  Massachusetts  was  the  first  State  to  adopt  a  Standard  Form; 
this  being  done  in  1873.  Several  other  States,  including  New  York,  fol- 
lowed her  lead.  Of  these  forms  the  New  York  Standard  policy  was  the 
best  known,  as  most  of  the  States  modeled  their  policies  after  the  New 
York  form,  and  the  companies,  as  a  rule,  voluntarily  adopted  th?t  form 
where  none  was  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  State  where  they  were 
doing  business.  The  New  York  Standard  Form  was  in  general  use  on 
the  Pacific  Coast.  For  a  long  time  there  had  been  discussions  carried  on 
as  to  the  advisability  of  adopting  a  standard  form  in  this  State,  and  in 
1899  our  Legislature  took  its  first  action  looking  toward  that  end.  It 
was  proposed  that  a  section  be  added  to  the  Political  Code  of  this  State 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  Insurance  Commissioner  to  prepare  a  "Cali- 
fornia Standard  Fire  Insurance  Policy,"  and  that  a  section  be  added  to 
the  Civil  Code  making  the  use  of  that  form  obligatory.  A  committee  of 
insurance  men  pointed  out  to  our  worthy  solons  that  this  method  had 
been  followed  in  other  States,  only  to  have  the  acts  declared  unconstitu- 
tional. The  reason  for  this  was  that  in  so  doing  they  attempted  to  dele- 
gate the  Legislature  power,  which,  under  the  Constitution,  could  not  be 
done.  The  matter  was  dropped,  but  there  were  frequent  agitations 
throughout  the  State  for  a  standard  form  of  policy. 

There  was  great  dissatisfaction  after  the  fire  of  1906  arising  out 
of  the  way  in  which  some  companies  evaded  or  attempted  to  evade  pay- 
ing their  losses.  This  was  caused  to  a  large  extent  by  the  so-called 
"earthquake  clauses"  incorporated  in  some  policies.  But  many  men  who 
had  losses  also  had  grievances — either  real  or  imaginary — claiming  that 
the  various  clauses  forfeiting  the  insurance  were  unfair,  that  the  in- 
sured should  not  have  to  furnish  verified  plans  and  specifications.  In 
fact,  the  discussion  was  so  bitter  that  it  soon  became  a  political  issue. 
The  Republican  party  adopted  the  Standard  Policy  as  a  plank  of  its 
platform  and  Governors  Pardee  and  Gillett,  in  their  messages  to  the 
Legislature,  said  that  this  State  should  have  a  Standard  Form. 

At  the  1907  session  two  forms  were  submitted,  but  they  did  not  prove 
satisfactory.  Mr.  O.  J.  Jones  of  San  Francisco  was  then  called  in  as  an 
expert  and  asked  to  prepare  a  form  of  policy.  This  was  done  and  the  bill 
passed  both  houses.  The  insurance  men  of  this  Coast  were  not  opposed 
to  a  standard  form  of  policy,  and  in  fact  were  willing  to  welcome  it — 
provided  that  it  was  not  too  drastic.  There  were  provisions  in  the 
"Jones  bill,"  as  it  was  called,  which  were  considered  so  unfair  that  a 
number  of  the  companies  notified  the  Governor  that  they  would  withdraw 
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from  the  State — as  had  been  done  in  Nevada,  and  as  has  since  been  done 
in  Missouri, 

A  committee  of  managers  was  then  appointed  to  wait  upon  Governor 
Giliett.  After  a  long  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Wolf,  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioner and  Mr.  Jones  participated,  the  Governor  decided  to  veto  the 
bill  and  appoint  a  committee  to  draft  another  form  of  policy.  This  was 
done  and  the  California  Form  was  adopted,  going  into  effect  August  1, 
1909.  You  will  find  a  longer  discussion  of  this  matter  in  the  annual 
proceedings  of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Pacific  for  1910, 
at  page  120.  That  article  is  by  Mr.  T.  C.  Coogan,  who  is  more  familiar 
with  this  matter  than  any  other  man. 


I  could  not  possibly  go  over  each  line  of  the  contract  with  you,  but 
I  will  touch  on  some  of  the  interesting  features  of  this  policy  and  at- 
temjit  to  construe  some  of  the  clauses  and  provisions  for  you.  Taking 
the  first  words  of  the  contract:  "In  consideration  of  the  stipulations 
herein  named."  How  many  insurance  men  pay  any  attention  to  those 
seven  words?  The  stipulations  or  provisions  of  the  policy  are  more  im- 
portant to  the  company  than  even  the  premium,  and  yet  the  courts  have 
to  a  great  extent  held  otherwise.  For  this  the  companies  are  themselves 
a  great  deal  to  blame.  Agents,  and  I  am  afraid  sometimes  the  "higher 
ups,"  are  so  anxious  to  write  business  and  collect  the  premiums  that 
they  overlook  the  stipulations.  And  yet,  how  long  could  the  companies 
continue  in  business  writing  insurance  at  the  present  rates  were  it  not 
for  those  same  little  stipulations? 

You,  therefore,  as  the  future  managers,  and  as  the  heads  of  the 
various  departments  must  familiarize  yourselves  with  these  stipulations. 
If,  when  you  write  up  a  policy  of  insurance  you  were  careful  about  ascer- 
taining the  circumstances  surrounding  the  risk;  i.  e.,  the  title,  whether  or 
not  the  building  stands  on  leased  ground,  you  would  save  your  company 
and  the  insured  much  unnecessary  annoyance  and  litigation.  Failure  so 
to  do  has  brought  the  insurance  business  more  or  less  into  disrepute  with 
courts  and  juries  and  has  made  it  very  hard  for  the  companies  to  suc- 
cessfully defend  an  action,  even  where  the  loss  is  "crooked." 

The   policy   then    says    "and    of    Dollars    Premium."      This 

means  legal  tender.  There  has  been  some  discussion  as  to  whether  or 
not  an  agent  may  accej^t  anything  else  as  the  premium — such  as  groceries, 
clothes,  etc.  Suppose  we  say  that  he  could  do  so,  and  that  he  could  accept 
a  horse  in  payment  of  a  $200  premium.  Would  his  authority  as  an  agent 
then  permit  him  to  feed  that  horse,  or  to  build  a  stable  to  shelter  the 
animal?     Clearly  this  is  absurd. 

Then  we  find  that  the  California  Form  has  eliminated  the  word 
"direct"  from  line  11.  There  has  been  consideralile  discussion  as  to 
the  effect.  Although  this  has  not  been  passed  upon  by  the  courts,  I 
doubt  if  it  will  make  any  material  difference,  as  the  construction  placed 
upon  the  policies  practically  eliminated  that  word. 
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MARINE 

The  Moan  a  from  Sydney  fought  fires 
in  the  coal  bunkers  all  the  way  up 
from  Tahiti,  making  port  San  Fran- 
cisco Sept.  9,  with  a  small  fire  on  the 
main  deck  too.  Spontaneous  com- 
bustion of   coal. 

FIRE 

Upper  Lake,  Cal.,  Sept.  23. — The 
general  merchandise  store,  residence, 
garage  and  three  automobiles  belong- 
ing to  Frank  Howe  were  destroj^ed  by 
fire  this  morning.  The  fire  originated 
in  the  garage,  and  caused  a  loss  of 
approximately  S20,000,  with  partial 
insurance. 

Tualotin,  Or.,  Sept.  22. — Four  men 
killed  when  electric  train  struck  auto- 
mobile. 


Oakland,  Sept.  21. — Two  planing 
mills  and  five  cottages  burned  this 
morning.  Fred  Wallace  owned  the 
planing  mill  where  the  fire  started. 
The  flames  spread  through  the  Sum- 
merstrom  Bros,  planing  mill. 

Idaho.  —  Downey  will  improve  its 
water  service  with  the  proceeds  of  its 
bond  sale. 

A  Fresno  fire  commissioner  complains: 
"The  attitude  of  the  Board  of  Under- 
writers of  the  Pacific  Coast  in  raising  insur- 
ance rates  is  a  very  dictatorial  one,  and  is 
not  altogether  founded  upon  their  findings 
here.  There  is  no  limit  to  which  they 
might  place  their  ratings  of  this  city,  except 
the  one  that  they  themselves  impose.  They 
could  always  pick  flaws  with  the  fire  de- 
partment equipment  and  physical  condi- 
tions, as  an  excuse  for  whatever  rate  they 
decided  was  just." 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Oiffauized  ISGH 


Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  neAV  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  \vith  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

Fov  fall  luformution  Write  the  Company  at 
LOS  ANGELES,   CALIFORNIA 


72 


The  Coa^  Review  of  San  Francisco 


ITEMS 

F.  A.  Chapuis  is  adjusting  a  loss  in 
Nevada. 

Just  for  a  brief  or  long  moment  suppose 
good  Mr.  IVrillionaire  Du  Pont  should  sell 
the  Equitable  Life  (  at  a  profit )  to  some 
wicked  millionaire,  if  such  there  be!  Awful 
thought!  It  is  humanly  possible,  for  even 
a  rich  philantliropist  may  be  deceived. 

If  state  compensation  insurance  succeeds, 
state  fire  insurance  will  be  tried,  at  first  on 
a  small  scale  and  later,  if  nothing  happens, 
on  a  scale  which  will  reward  politicians. 
Possibly  only  a  great  war  will  kill  socialism 
in  this  country. 

The  division  of  mails  in  San  Francisco  is 
now  at  the  ferry  station. 

A  play-writer,  Paul  Armstrong,  who  died 
the  other  day,  earned  about  $18,000  a  year 
but  all  the  estate  he  left  was  $500.  What 
were  the  life  insurance  solicitors  doing  when 
Paul  was  around? 

Tlie  American  wheat  crop  is  estimated  at 
981,000,000  bushels,  a  gain  of  91,000,000. 
Much  additional  acreage  because  of  expected 
war  caused  demand. 

Spokane's  street-car  lines  have  suffered  a 
loss  of  $200  a  day  by  jitney  competition.  A 
reduced  assessment  is  therefore  asked. 

Grape  -  growers  in  California  are  very 
generally  accepting  offers  to  take  their 
grapes  and  make  wine  of  them  at  not  less 
than  150  gallons  per  ton  and  keep  the  wine 
in  storage  until  a  market  is  found. 

In  our  printing  office  they  pay  union 
wages  but  the  union  says  you  must  not 
employ  any  person  unless  he  or  she  pays 
dues  to  support  union  leaders  or  politicans 
who  ride  in  automobiles.  The  average  union 
workman  is  all  right,  but  he  is  a  serf  who 
kisses  the  toe  of  his  leader,  pays  him  one- 
tenth,  takes  orders  from  hired  politicians 
who  take  orders  from  bosses  who  want  to 
beat  down  the  prices  of  gas,  water  or  street 
railroad  stocks. 

Not  an  American  newspaper  called  this 
Galveston  flood  a  "tidal  wave."  For  this 
small  favor  from  these  past  masters  of 
Knglish  let  us  be  thankful. 


Liability  premiums  in  this  country  are 
increasing  some  $700,000  a  month  on  the 
average. 

I  venture  to  suggest  that  for  "L^nited 
States  of  America"  "LTnited  States  of  New 
Europe"  be  substituted  as  the  name  for  this 
country. 

To  do  things  just  because  other  agents  do 
them,  and  not  because  they  are  right  and 
good  practice,  is  to  resign  the  command  of 
your  office. 

In  six  years  burglary  and  theft  and  health 
and  accident  premiums  have  about  doubled. 
Credit  indemnity  business  has  fallen  off  30 
percent. 

Agents  while  strictly  complying  with  the 
internal  revenue  law  need  not  be  so  anxious 
to  provide  for  the  National  deficit  as  to 
indulge  in  useless  use  of  revenue  stamps. 
See  that  policies  "stick"  before  yon  stick 
your  stamps. 

California's  gold  yield  in  1914  was  $20,- 
653,496,  a  small  gain  over  1913.  The  silver 
yield  is  valued  at  only  $813,938.  The  gold 
milling  ore  averaged  $5.39  per  ton;  the 
smelting  ore  averaged  $12.54  per  ton. 
There  are  60  gold  dredges  operating  in  the 
state.  The  placers  produce  44  percent  of 
the  yield  and  the  deep  mines  56. 

this  advertiser  believes 

that  there  is  now  in  this  growing  Pa- 
cific territory  a  rich  field  for  a  mutual 

PERSONAL  ACCIDENT  SOCIETY,  writing  On- 
ly preferred  risks.     Tlie  State  will 
surely  soon  engage  in  personal  as  well 
as  workmen  compensation  accident 
business.     Then  the  Personal  Acci- 
dent Mutual  will  alone  be  able  to  com 
pete  with  the  State.     Are  you  interest- 
ed?    Might  you  join  me?     All  com- 
munications treated  in  strictest  confi- 
dence.    Address  "Advertiser" 
Box  43  Coast  Review,  122  Hal  leek  St, 

SAN   FRANCISCO 
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NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  i,  1915) 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 

.      $10,187,030 


NET  SURPLUS,     "         .         .      4,021,442 

E.  F.  BEDDALL  N.  S.  BARTOW  GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 

President  Secretary  Vice-President 


Gross  Assets  '1^,5'  $112,379,527 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  49,393,130 
Net  Surplus  -  -  19,820,321 
Losses  Paid    -    -    274,533,870 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 


Royal 

f  Insurance 

\  COMPANY  . 


Limited 


DEPARTMENT     OFFICES; 
San  Francisco,  Montreal. 


Boston,    NcAV  York,  Chicago,   Atlanta, 

t^~  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


ROLLA  V.  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOGARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.   KELLAM,   Branch   Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL   AGENTS:     Frank   M.    Gilcrest,   H.    R.    Burke,  J.     K.     Urmston 
J.    B.   Walden,  D.  L.    Stewart,    C.    D.   Gabrielson,    E.   P.   Eldred, 
J.   H.    Banks,     F.   J.   Perry,     J.  T.  O'Brien,    R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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Life   Insurance 


Arriving  at  the  home  office,  after 
the  convention  in  San  Francisco,  the 
general  agents  formed  the  Pacific  Mu- 
tual Agency  .A  ssociation,  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  mutual  interests  of  policy- 
holders, agents,  managers,  aixl  the 
company.  General  agents  and  man- 
agers are  eligible  to  membership.  The 
first  president  of  the  new  association  is 
J.  N.  Russell,  Jr. 

The  Atlas  Life  of  Alabama  has  re- 
tired. 


American  life  companies  will  not 
suffer  much  because  of  European  war 
mortality,  for  the  very  good  reason 
that  they  have  been  transacting  very 
little  new  business  on  the  Continent 
for  several  years,  and  moreover  the  far 
greater  part  in  force  is  on  the  lives  of 
men  now  too  old  for  active  soldiering. 
The  American  companies  were  sub- 
jected to  special  laws  drafted  to  kill  off 
their  competition,  and  in  Italy  the 
government,  a  few  years  ago,  took  over 
all  life  business  and  made  a  state 
monopoh'  of  it. 


Second  in  Size  West  of  the  Missouri 

5C© 
icies 

Every 

:o 

Issues  the  Most  Popular  Life  Insurance  Po 

Guaranteed  Bonus  Policy 
Total  Abstainers'  Policy 

flThese  Contrad:s  Are  Easy  Sellers 
flEvery  Agent  Praises  Them 

Every  Policyholder  is   Thoroughly   Satisfied. 
Policyholder  Is  a  Permanent  Friend 

More  Agents  Wanted 

HOME  OFFICE 

West  Coast  -  San  Francisco  Life  Building,  San  Francis< 
Northwest  corner  Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets 

BiiiliBiiiiiiii:::.:                      '  ,:..    ,!,.;■;  IjEji::                        ,:;;:,„:      .^,i:u[;i!i:^^::ii:i       ,.  s.ia:!';  ?»;:::;M!1iiE' ■ 
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"The  Large^  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America/' 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,  President 


Organized   1853 


THE  HOME 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

NEW  YORK 


Head  Office,  No,  56  Cedar  Street,  New  York 


RECORD  OF  ^^THE  HOME  OF  NEW  YORK" 

For  fifteen  years  THE  HOME  INSURANCE 
COMPANY  OF  NEW  YORK  has  been  first 
in  Casli  Assets  and  for  ten  years  first  in  Sur- 
plus to  Policyholders,  and  throughout  the 
sixty-two  years  of  its  existence  THE  HOME 
has  maintained  its  record  for  fair  dealing  in 
the   settlement  of  claims   and   for  Service. 

CONFLAGRATION  PROOF 
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Fire  Insurance 


Companies  and  Agencies 

San 
Fran. 
Prems. 

—Coast— 
Prems.            Losses       Ratio 
Rec'd              Incui'd    Percent 

vO 

19    Frank  J.  Devlin— 
19    1914    

t  Atlas 
46,966 

459,030 
449,937 
471,875 
481,678 
479,973 

181.965 
251,901 
173.471 
222.457 
201,915 

39.6 
55.9 
36.7 
46.1 
42.0 

19    1913           .   .    . 

34,899 

19    1912               .   . 

46,660 

20    1911    

20    1910    

....      47.089 
55,197 

$280,811 

$2,342,493 

f  1.031 ,709 

44.0 

^■~ 

Writes  in  1  to  13  inclusive,  and  in  16. 

t  Includes  Atlas-Manchester  figures.       Percent  of  S.  F. 

premiums 

9. 

1 

U 

20    Frank  M.Avery — 
20    1914            .   .    . 

-Fire  Association, 
60,618 

Philadelphia  Underwriters 
432.804          206,842        47.9 
265,310          106,104        39.9 
264,448           82.146        32.3 
246,878           93.107        37.7 
221,186           93,801        42.4 

30    1913     

48,118 

30    1912     ... 

58,911 

81    1911      

66,514 

35    1910      

55.835 

Write  in  1.  2.  3,  6.7,  8  12, 

$289,996      $1,420,626       $582,000 
13,  14, 17.        Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums.  20 

40.9 

21    Geo.  0.  Hoadley  - 

21  1914    

23    1913    

22  1912    

26    1911    

32    1910    

-American  of  Newark,  Camden, 

41,564           429.849 

32.285           390,920 

48,930           405,663 

49,738           327.185 

51.775           240.273 

Roch.-German. 
188.797        43.9 
194.529        49.7 
206.013        50.7 
123,237        37.6 
108.809        45.3 

u 

> 

$234,292 
Write  in  1  to  6  inclusive  and  12, 13  and  14. 

$1,793,890          $821,385        45.0 
Perc.  of  S.  F.  premiums  13. 

22    D.  W.  Clark  — Northwestern  National. 

22    1914 42.756             427.983 

26    1913 80,987             334,847 

28  1912 12,033             273,6.<<2 

29  1911' 7,964             274,802 

30  1910 244.072 

183.aS8 

194.988 

107,332 

95,830 

81.786 

42.6 
58.2 
39.3 
34.8 
33.5 

$143,740         $1,555,386 
Writes  in  1. 2.  and  3:  1  to  4  inclusive  in  1908.       Perc.  of 

$663,774        42.6 
S.  F.  prems.,  9 

23    Edward  E.  Potter  &  Sons  — Glens  Falls,  Security 
New  Haven  Underw. 

23    1914 73.264           421.900 

21     1913 53.458           410,698 

18  1912 46.303           484,989 

19  1911 60,571           499,523 

19     1910 40,582           481,803 

Girard  F. 

171.040 
174.263 
175.797 
163,525 
164,717 

&  M. 

40.5 
42.4 
36.2 
32.8 
34.6 

W 
+* 

$274,178        $2,298,913        $.849,342        36.9 
man-American,  Pa..  Eastern  UnderAvrs.       Perc.  of  S.  F.  prems.,  12 

O 

u 

24    Henry  Homes  Smith  —  Law  Union  it  Rock,  Union  Assur. 

24    1914 51,921            417,582          283,165 

.38    1913 14,103           181,098          100,627 

36    1912 14.271            176,932            81,753 

36    1911 12,666           171.849           65.241 

38    1910 13.546           149.205            66.862 

67.8 
55.5 
46.2 
37.9 
44.6 

a. 

$106,497        $l,09ti.666        $.597,648 
Writes  in  1  to  8  inclusive.  10  and  13.    Now  represents  Union  Assur 
Percent  of  S.  F.  premiums,  ti. 

54.5 
also 

25    'H.  R.  Mann  — New  York  Underwril 

25      1914 31,793 

22      1913                                           28. .5,51 

«rs.  Home  of  Utah. 
407.038           168,063 
404.399           154.135 
465.647            187.278 
505.905           179.026 
501.862           238,248 

41.2 
38.1 
40.2 
35.4 
47.4 

20      1912  

18      1911  

39.524 

.    .    .     29.508 

18      1910 

.       .   .    .      35,129 

$164,.505        $2^84.851        $926,750        40.5 
*  1909-10-11-12  figures  include  those  of  the  retired    Teutonia   of    New 

Orleans. 
Write  in  all  except  9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17. 18.        Perc.  of  S.  F.  premiums,  7 

26    J.  L.  Fuller  — Norwich  Union. 

26    19U 31i(57 

391,435 
344 .2  W 
210,807 
225,9.54 
222,193 

203,844 
160.493 
112,203 
125,507 
131,783 

52.0 
46.6 
53.2 
55.5 
59.9 

25    1913    .   .    . 

.   .    .      19,553 

33    1912    

32    1911    .   .   . 
34    1910    

Writes  in  1,2,3.  4,5,6,7 

$51,410 
,8,9.10,11,12,13. 

$1.-394.683 
Perc.  of  S 

$7:13,830       52.6 
F.  premiums,  4 
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AUTOMOBILE 

Cars  Kill  7  in  Autos 
At  the  Oregon-California  line  a  steam 
road  train  ran  into  a  "stalled"  auto  on 
the  track.  The  driver  had  reversed 
and  "killed"  his  auto-engine  in  an 
effort  to  prevent  running  in  front  of 
the  approaching  train  concealed  by  a 
row  of  trees.  The  occupants  of  the 
car,  two  men  and  two  women  from 
Astoria,  were  killed.  They  were  rid- 
ing to  the  San  Francisco  fair. 

At  Vallejo,  Cal.,  an  auto  ran  into  a 
steam  road  train  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances. The  driver  approached 
very  near  to  the  moving  train,  on  a 
rather  sharp  grade.  When  three  of 
the  five  cars  had  passed,  the  driver  re- 
leased the  brake  preparatory  to  start- 
ing. The  machine  rolled  down  and 
struck  the  fourth  car  before  the  driver 
could  apply  the  brake.  The  headlight 
was  caught  and  the  auto  was  violently 
twisted.    The  driver  and  two  girls  were 


thrown  under  the  train  and  instantly 
killed.  Three  others  in  the  machine 
were  pitched  out  and  painfully  bruised. 


Automobile  Stolen  and  House  Fired 

Automobile  thieves  who  combined 
incendiarism  with  robbery,  according 
to  the  police,  early  today  started  a  fire 
which  destroyed  the  home  of  Jerome 
Peck,  2700  Peralta  avenue,  East  Oak- 
land, and  almost  caused  their  death  in 
the  flames. 

A  new  automobile  valued  at  $1,500 
was  stolen  from  the  front  yard  of  the 
residence.  The  police  are  searching 
the  bay  cities  for  the  firebrand  robbers. 
Loss  on  dwelling  $2,500. 


Hornbrook,  Or.,  Sept.  22.  —  Auto- 
mobile run  over  bank  into  river.  One 
passenger  drowned. 


Oakland,  Sept.  21.  —  Motor  cyclist 
ran  into  electric  train  and  was  killed. 


ORGANIZED    179  7 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 
Assets,   Over        .        .         .         .         .         .        $13,000,000.00 

Losses  Paid,  Over $100,000,000.00 

Pacific    Department  : 
J.   L   FULLER,   Manager  332  Pine  Street 


FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Isl 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
108-110  Sansome  Street,        -       San  Francisco,   Cal. 
A.   C.   OLDS,    Manager 


Isl 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell  Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fair  Commissions 

— ^That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  PoHcyholders 

— In  short :    A  good,  all-round. 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
for  full  information  today — 
ME    OFFICE  —  SEATTLE 


LIFE 

HEALTH 

ACCIDENT 


3'1C 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


OPPORTUNITY :     District  Agency  Open  in  Prosperous  Section 
of  Central  West. 

BANKERS  LIFE  COMPANY  DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


STRENGTH  OF  j 
GIBRALTAR    I 


The  Prudential 

now  has 

82,600,000,000 

Life  Insurance  in  Force, 

THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST   F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  Office,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

Incorporated  Under  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  Xew  Jersey 


LIFE 

Thrice  Leader  in  One  Year 

C.  H.  Rosenbaum,  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
special  representative  in  Chicago  for 
Bankers  Life  Compan3%  registers  this 
month  witli  another  distinction  to  be 
added  to  the  long  list  which  he  he  has 
garnered  as  a  star   producer  for   the 


company  He  heads  the  honor  roll  in 
the  bulletin  this  month  for  the  third 
time  during  the  current  year.  In  the 
month  of  January  he  was  in  the  bul- 
letin with  889,000  of  new  business  and 
he  registered  as.  leader  again  in  April 
with  8114,000  of  business. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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FIRE 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  Sept.  23.  —  Fire 
destro3'ed  the  Lindstrom  -  Hanforth 
Lumber  Company's  mill  at  Rainier  at 
8:30  last  night.  The  loss  amounted 
to  890,000.     The  buildings  burned  in- 


lumber  shed.     About  5,000,000  feet  of 
lumber  was  destroyed. 


Weed,  Cal.,  Sept.  21.- 
house  burned. 


-S.  P.  round- 


Utah. — The  Commonwealth  of  Xew 


eluded    a   shingle    mill,    sawmill    and      York  has  been  licensed. 


The  Pioneer  Germain  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

^ambur^  -Bremen 

^ire  insurance  Compatu/ 

HAMBURG,  GERMANY 

Pacific  Department:     334  California  Street,     -    SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
MACDONALD  &  MILES,  Managers 

Organized  in  1854  Entered  United  States  in  1858 

Total  Losses  Paid  in  the  United  States.      $27,000,000 

United   States   Branch  :    123  William  Street,        -         NEW    YORK 

H.  N.  KELSEY,  Manager 

A.OEXTS       TV  ANTED       IIV       UNREPRESENTED       POINTS 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 


Insurance  in  force,  90,033  Policies  for 


$228,303,763 


WHAT  XO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay  to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,  Dividends,  Surrender 
Values,  Annuities  and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 
It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 


Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1. 1846.  to  Dec.  31. 1914 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period 

Excess  of  amount  returned  ...--- 


$294,743,273,70 

304,068,509.45 

9,325,235.75 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 


Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Orgranized  1853 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation 

Organized  1910 

New  Jersey  Fire  Insurance  Company 

Orgranized  1910 


New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1826 

North  River  Insurance  Company 

Orgranized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1824 


WM.  W.  ALVERSON,  Manager 

374  Pine  Street,  :  :  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

AUTOMOBILE  and   TRANSPORTATION   DEPARTMENT 

HERBERT  W.  BAILEY,  Superintendent 

SPECIAL    AGENTS 

T.  B.  Clark,  R.  Roper,  San  Franciscoi  T.  J.  Keleher,  Los  Angeles;  A.  M.  Lovelace,  Portland;  W.  T.  Booth,  Spokane 
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AUTOMOBILE    ■ 

NIAGARA    FIRE    insurance   Company 
Assets,     -     $7,502,873.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,    -    $3,387,433.00 

■  DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company  1 

Assets,     -     $2,274,403.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,533,737.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS  ii 

ill     Assets,    -     $11,301,668.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,667,165.00 
EDWIN     PARRISH,    Manager 

Pacific  Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negrotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing:  paid-for  Insurance  in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance   Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 

ARTHUR    L.  BATES,  President 

Address      Albert  E.  Awde,    Supt.  of  Agencies 
7  \V.  Madison  St.,  Chicago.  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 

Shreve  BIdg.,  San  Francisco 

T.  H.    McAllis,    Manager.    Sherlock     Bldg., 
Poitland.  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Seattle, 
Wash. 
J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


Our  Contemporary's 

The  two  defects  in  tliis  Almanac  are 
these:  It  doesn't  say  anywhere,  "about 
this  time  look  for  rain  or  snow,"  nor  does 
it  recommend  any  pills  for  a  hob-nailed 
liver.     Bat  it  is  worth  more  than  the  price. 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  January  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,     -     -     -     $1,000,000  00 

Assets, 7,284,654  80 

Net  Surplus,     -     -     -       2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 


"Ive  had  a  fire  and  the  'justers  want  me 
to  get  bils  of  what  I've  bot.  You  no  I  bot 
1,000  rols  walpaper  of  you  at  job  lot  prise 
and  oblige  me  with  bil  for  same  at  regular 
prise.  Don't  want  to  show  'em  bil  I  got. 
Pleas  help  me  out.  You  no  what  I  want." 
This  extract  from  a  letter  we  were  favored 
with  explains  itself. 
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1792~^^^^  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE— fp7C 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS, $18,613,414.47 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


GENERAL 
Short  Shingle   Bundles  In  California 

Sacramento,  Sept.  21. — Because  the 
redwood  shingle  dealers  of  the  state 
have  been  selling  four  bundles  of  200 
shingles  to  the  bundle  as  1000  shingles, 
Charles  W.  .Johnson,  superintendent 
of  the  weights  and  measures,  has  taken 
the  first  step  to  correct  the  practice. 
He  has  issued  an  order  to  all  county 
sealers  of  weights  and  measures  in  the 
state,  directing  them  to  see  that  deal- 
ers sell  1000  shingles  when  they  are 
paid  for  that  number.  The  standard 
pack  is  to  be  250,  as  in  the  East. 

Some  67  years  ago  a  Pacificist  in 
England  denounced  war  in  the  same 
way — same  words  and  logic — as  his 
son  today.  He  roared  "the  bombard- 
ment of  Vera  Cruz  is  a  coward's  blow, ' ' 


inspired  by  the  love  of  "false  military 
glory"  which  "the  craft  of  rulers"  has 
invested  "the  bloody  wickedness  of 
war . ' '  The  attack  on  Vera  Cruz  was  pro- 
claimed "inhuman,  uncivilized  and  al- 
most unprecedented  in  modern  times," 
by  soldiers  "who  could  not  attack  like 
men" — "a  barbarity  of  which  none 
were  deemed  capable  but  savages," 
which  made  "the  name  of  America  a 
byword  among  nations." 

An  advertisement  in  an  Eastern 
paper  reads: 

Says  any  woman  can  dry-clean. 
Put  gasoline  and  solvite  in  a  wash 
boiler  and  save  five  dollars. 

San  Francisco  morning  papers  can 
now  be  bought  on  the  street  at  9  o'clock 
of  the  previous  evening. 
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PACIFIC    COAST    FIRES 


Goldendale,  Wash.,  Sept.  15.— The 
residence  of  Oscar  C.  Nelson  and  the 
contents  were  destroj-ed  bj'  fire  today. 
The  fire  started  in  the  attic  from  a  de- 
fective flue. 

North  Yakima,  Wash.,  Sept.  15. — 
Sheriff  Murphy  arrested  Jim  Spencer. 
Indian,  charged  with  setting  fire  Sun- 
day night  to  the  home  of  his  divorced 
■wife  near  Toppenish,  in  which  were 
their  three  children.  Neighbors  saw 
the  fire  in  time  to  rescue  the  children. 

San  Francisco,  Sept.  21.  —  Eight 
Bells  saloon  228  Townsend  st,  'Doc' 
Rissman  proprietor,  burned  at  3:30 
this  morning.  Crossed  wires.  Damage 
$2,000. 

Stone,  Cal.,  Sept.  15.  —  Charles 
Libby's  home  was  burned  today. 
Cause:  coal-oil  stove  explosion.  Mrs. 
Libby  rushed  through  burning  build- 
ing and  saved  her  twin  babies. 

Sunnyvale,  Cal.,  Sept.  15. — The  A. 
H.  Albertson  bldg,  a  grocery  and 
restaurant,  burned  today.  Cause  un- 
known. 

Eureka,  Cal.,  Sept.  15.— Dr.  0.  W. 
Sinclair  in  his  autocar  was  run  into 
by  a  freight  train  and  dragged  200 
feet.     He  soon  died. 

Roseville,  Cal.,  Sept.  15. — Automo- 
bile carrying  six  passengers  was  struck 
by  steam  train.  One  woman  instantly 
killed,  one  man  soon  died.  The  other 
four  passengers  were  hurled  from  the 
car  and  hurt. 


San  Jose,  Cal.,  Sept.  5. — Barns  de- 
stroyed, with  a  loss  of  $20,000.  Owner 
burned  and  will  die. 

Martinez,  Cal.,  Sept.  18. — Two  grain 
fires  on  the  Brubeck  ranch  near  Con- 
cord are  being  investigated  by  the 
sheriff.  The  first  fire  destroyed  fifty 
tons  of  hay.  The  second  burned  three 
barns  and  their  contents  of  hay  and 
grain. 

St.  George,  Utah,  Sept.  15.  —  Auto- 
mobile stage  with  ten  passengers  ran 
off  the  mountain  road  and  rolled  200 
feet  to  the  bottom  of  the  canyon.  Three 
passengers  killed  and  six  injured.  The 
tenth,  a  baby,  was  not  hurt. 

Spokane,  Sept.  15. — Auto  and  four 
persons  plunged  down  60  feet  steep 
embankment  this  afternoon.  Engine 
"died"  on  a  hill,  and  machine  ran 
backward  into  the  deep  gulch.  Nobody 
killed. 

San  Bernardino,  Cal.,  Sept.  21. — 
County  hospital  badly  damaged  by  fire. 
Started  by  explosion  of  oil  burning 
range. 


The  Dalles,  Or.,  Sept.  22.  — Several 
stores  burned ;  loss  §20,000 ;  fire  started 
in  Masonic  bldg. 


Placerville,   Sept.  21. — Timber  fire 
burned  home  of  Francis  Choteau. 


Fire  in  San  Quentin  state  prison. 


Lebanon,  Or.,  Sept.  22.  —  Lebanon 
Lumber    Co.    mill    destroyed.      Loss 

§6.5,000. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

^LIMITED' 
Of  London,  England 

With  -which  is  Incorporated  the 

riancKester  Assurance  Co, 


TOTAL  SECURITY,     ■     •    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES.  $2,962,091.00 


Office:     lOO    Sansome  St., 


San  Francisco 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  M.  PALACME,  Assistant  Manager 


FIRE 

Autos  Destroyed  In  Fire  Caused  by 
Cigarette  and  Gasoline;  Warehouses 
and    Machinery    Burned 

San  Jose,  September  2. — More  than 
$100,000  damage  was  done  here  to- 
daj^  in  three  tires  that  broke  out  at  the 
same  time .  A  man  smoking  a  cigarette 
while  filling  a  gasoline  tank,  it  is  said, 
was  responsible  for  a  blaze  that  de- 
stroyed the  Osen  &  Hunter  garage, 
burning  a  score  of  autos.  The  St. 
Clair  Club  place  was  destroyed  follow- 
ing a  gis  explosion.     The  J.  Johnson 


warehouses,  Averill  machine  works, 
and  several  cottages  were  destroyed. 
Johnson,  owner  of  the  w\arehouses, 
was  badly  burned. 

Fire  Auto  Breaks  Down 
Maricopa,  Cal.,  Sept.  8. — Two  dwell- 
ings burned.  Insurance  expired  and 
not  renewed.  The  tire  auto  dished  one 
of  its  rear  wheels  but  tlie  chief  came  up 
on  three  wheels. 


22  Cents  on  the  Dollar. — Three  Oregon 
mntuals  failed  recently.  They  will  pay  loss 
claims  at  the  rate  of  22  cents  on  the  dollar. 
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LARE  YOU  PLEASED?         I 
IF  NOT,  SEE 


US 


POLICIES    UP  TO   TME    MINUTE 

LIFE,  ACCIDENT  and    MEALTM, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE  " 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldg.  LOS    A.XGELES,  CAL. 


n 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -         -         $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,      -  -         -        -       7,543,103.12 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

H.   R.    MANN,   Manager 
F.   M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Managers 
Pacific     Coast  Department:    339-34^1    Sansome     St.,    SAN     FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  :  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg,  Seattle,  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen.  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash.—  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco— A.  C.  Anderson. 
239  Van  Xuys  Bldg..  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


W.  R.   BROCK.   President  W.  B.  MEIKLE.  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  «  incorporated  1833  I 

(FIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120.152.00 

Surj}lu.s $723,433.00 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

34  0  California  Street,         -         -         -         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


Insurance  Against  Rain 
Alameda,  August  30.  —  Alameda 
Lodge  of  Elks  ha?  taken  out  81,000 
insurance  against  rain  for  its  circus- 
picnic  to  be  held  Monday,  September 
6th,     at    Grand    Canyon    Park,     near 


Richmond.  The  Elks  are  under  heavy 
expense,  and  rain  would  cause  a  loss. 
Kansas  had  49  lightning  fires  in 
July,  or  a  fourth  of  the  total  fires.  No 
wonder  Kansans  flock  to  southern 
California. 


Fire  Insurance 
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LIFE 
Death   Lurks   Everywhere 

Two  unusual  death  losses  reported 
by  the  Bankers  Life  Company  of  Des 
Moines,  show  that  death  does  literally 
lie  in  wait  at  every  turn  of  life.  Both 
these  men  were  in  excellent  health  and 
in  the  prime  of  life.  They  were  fortun- 
ate to  have  taken  out  their  life  insur- 
ance before  fate  unexpectedly  called 
them . 

EYEGLASSES    KILLED    HIM 

Peter  C.  Duery  at  Charlotte,  Iowa, 
was  attending  a  ball  game  recently  and 
was  struck  in  the  eye  with  a  foul  ball. 
His  glasses  and  the  bow  thereof  were 
driven  into  the  eye  and  he  died  follow- 
ing an  operation  shortly  after. 

LURCHING    OF   TRAIN    KILLED    HUl 

E.  S.  Booth  of  Lewiston,  Idaho,  was 


riding  on  the  platform  of  a  freight 
train  caboose  when  a  sudden  lurch  of 
the  train  threw  him  off  his  balance. 
He  grasped  the  hand  rail  of  the  car  but 
his  legs  trailed  behind  and  one  of  them 
was  run  over  and  severed  above  the 
ankle.  He  was  weakened  by  the  shock 
and  by  loss  of  blood  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  died  before  an  operation  could 
be  performed. 

The  Pension  Mutual  Life  of  Pitts- 
burg is  being  shot  in  the  back  with 
pepper  and  salt  by  indignant  stock- 
holders who  were  duped  into  buying 
by  the  promise  of  selling  before  their 
notes  matured.  These  conditional 
notes  were  sent  to  New  York  and  sold 
by  Pres.  L.  D.  Wood  and  other  officers. 
This  company  was  preparing  to  buy 
another  company.  But  what  do  you 
think  of  the  financiers? 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid  Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY  PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Manager 

R.   C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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.  •      ^^    #^^^i---i>l    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

/XmCnCan     t^Cntrcll  ^f  gt.    Louis  Established    1853 

Assets.  $4,320,590        Surplus  to  Policyhotc'ers.  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid.  $29,707,385 

^-        [>^--|    F.  &   IVI.   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^*-«     r&lMt  of  St.   Paul.   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets.  $10,162,454     Surplus  to  Policyholders.  $4.21 6.643       Losses  Paid.  $47,792,188 


LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 

Mercantile  '■  "  "„  TIZ""""     Minnesota  "ZTZ?' 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets      $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2.156.705  Surplus  to  Policyholders      2.156.705 

TERRITORY— California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah.  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department:— 2S5  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $  1  .835.930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION  LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750.000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus,       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

(  Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Philadelpfiia.  i 
Total  Assets,  -  827,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders.  -  $11,878,186.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906.        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL,    AGENTS  : 

T.  F.  O'GRADY,  San  Francisco;  GEO.  F.  STANIFORD,  Los  Angeles; Portland 

315  CaliTornia  Street,  -  -  -  San  Francisco 


A  Cat  Fight  clothe.s  to  you  three  years  ago. — London 

caused  a  lighted  lamp  to  overturn  in  Standard. 

the    oil   room    of    a   store    in     Frances,  Parcel    Post  Insurance 

Wash.,  July  30.       The  result  was   a  r^j^^   United    States    postoffices  now 

catastrophe.     The  town  was  wiped  out  .^^^^^,^^  ^^^,^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^,  ^^p  ^^ 

^^^'  ^^"^-  the  value  of  8100.     Hitherto  only  in- 

Physician    ( looking  into    his  ante-  insurance  for  $50  was  allowed.     The 

room,  where  a  number  of  patients  are  charge   for    insuring   parcels    now  is; 

waiting) — Who  has  been  waiting  the  For  value  up  to  .85,  a  3-cent  fee;  value 

longest?  up  to  825,  5-cent  fee;  value  up  to  850, 

Tailor  (who  had  called  to  present  a  10-cent  fee;    value  up  to  8100,  a  25- 

bill) — I  have,  doctor.     I  delivered  the  cent  fee. 
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Pacific  Department,  Insuran 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE   INSURANCE  CO. 

O  F 

ce  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

OF 

HARTFORD 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J.  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

F.  &.  M.   Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,    Mass. 

Largrest    Fire   Insurance  Company   Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets     $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8,979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest   Fire   Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus      590,434  00 


SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,430,436.53  i  SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $1,014,985.00 


OFFICE:    KOHL     BUILDING, 

Corner  California  and   Montgomery  Streets,  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst.  Manager 


F  J    R   WEBBER 


SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.B.ROGERS       J.  E.  CRANDALL        C.  H.  ANDERSON 
FRANK  H.  YOUNG  H.  K. NOURSE 


The  Two  Republics  Life  of  El  Paso,      ness  in  spite  of  the  rumor  to  the  con- 
Texas,  thinks  it  will  continue  in  busi-      trary. 


The    Coa^    Review 


The  "Home  Life" 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ide  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  its  policyholders  during 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  $30,631,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  $3, 11 0,507 includ- 
ing dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
$4,533,420.  and  is  now 

$120,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 
JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE. 

Claus  Spreckels  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance   Company^ 

Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Cash  Capital,  -----        $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -        -        -       1.263,340.00 

Assets, 4,195.444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropniitaii  Department, 

San  Francisco  National  Bank  BMg..   451  California 

Street,  San  Francisco 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES: 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF.  Northern  California, 

454  California  Street.  San  Francisco 

E.  W.  HALL.  Bay  Counties. 
500  Syndicate  BIdg.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL.  Southern  California, 
302  Stimson  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN.  Oregon,  British  Columbia  and 
Western  Washington,     722  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE.  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 
Washington,    Address — Spokane,  Wash, 


Warning 

The  California  fish  and  game  com- 
mission will  not  recognize  any  receipt 
for  money  paid  in  lieu  of  any  hunting 
or  fishing  license.  Hunting  (  except 
predatory  birds  and  animals)  without 
such  license  is  a  misdemeanor.     Fish- 
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ing  (by  persons  over  18)  of  game  fish 
without  such  license  is  a  misdemean- 
or. 

It  is  asserted  that  one  warring  na- 
tion in  Euroi:>e  uses  4,000  bales  of 
cotton  a  day  in  making  gun  explcsives, 

Maloney  (  reading  life  insurance 
circular):  Phwat's  a  table  of  "ex- 
pectancy?" 

Casey:  Shure,  its  something  thot 
proves  by  statistics  thot  ye  wont  live 
as  long  after  yez  are  sixty  as  yez  did 
before. — Life, 


Fire   Insurance  89 

Sample  Page  *'FIRE  INSURANCE" 

By  WM.  SEXTON 

INSPECTIONS 

Every  risk  should  be  inspected  by  the  Special  on 
his  next  visit  after  it  is  written. 

Any  risk  not  standard,  and  not  surveyed  by  the 
Board  or  by  another  office,  so  situated  that  he  can 
not  inspect  it,  should  be  canceled.  Companies  do  not 
lose  any  money  on  risks  canceled  and  policies  sent  in. 

Instructing  an  agent  to  reduce  amounts,  increase 
rates,  or  cancel  a  risk,  is  not  "business.''  The  Special 
can  do  it  better,  do  it  quicker,  and  by  so  doing  relieve 
the  agent  of  a  disagreeable  duty,  save  him  a  row  with 
the  insured  and  give  him  a  chance  to  place  the  risk 
with  another  company. 

The  desirability  of  a  risk  does  not  always  depend 
on  its  class. 

Dwellings  can  be  written  at  a  rate  that  will  render 
them  unprofitable  and  saw  mills  at  a  rate  that  will 
pay. 

Does  the  property  pay? 

Is  it  kept  clean? 

Will  the  owner  replace  it,  if  it  burns? 

Are  books  kept? 

Is  the  insurance  less  than  the  cash  value  of  the 
property? 

If  the  property  be  profitably  occupied,  kept  clean, 
insured  for  less  than  cash  value,  is  not  threatened 
by  enemies,  or  by  internal  troubles  or  family  fights, 
is  not  a  nuisance  or  exposed  by  a  nuisance  and  the 
rate  is  adequate,  it  can  be  considered  a  proper  risk 
to  carry. 

Insisting  on  stationary  instead  of  swinging  gas 
jets,  on  wire-protected  movable-from-place-to-place 
electric   light   bulbs,   on   sand    instead   of   sawdust   in 

Flexible  Leather     ....     $2.00 
Flexible  Cloth 1.50 

For  Sale  at  Coast  Review  Office.  122  Halleck  Street 
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Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

•'TnK    Oldkst  Scottish   Insurance  Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE:       Caledonian  Building,  50-52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOTCH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST   DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES  : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIS,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARRES  CAMPBELL,  Special  Agt.  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKERf  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHN.  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  \ew  York,  .\.    V. 
SEMI-ANNUAL   STATEMENT,  JUNE    30,  1915 

Assets $11,764,957  75 

Liabilities 8,129,567  28 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,635,390  47 

Losses  Paid  to  June  30,   1915 50,512,471  ^5 

This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 
Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary.  Larceny  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  I  ullic.  Teams  '  Persoi.al  Injury 
and  Property  Damage  >.  Automobile  '  Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision  ,  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

C  t'iiHfonii  I— CIIAS.I.  BOSWOKTIT.  Ueiieral  Agent.  Morcluints  K.xcliimge, 
Pacific  Coast  Djp  ircin^iiit:  \  S  iii  t'riiiici-ieo.  Washington  and  Oregon— .>^E1-:LKV  ..t  C(»..  Ill   S.  l.iil) 

(  .St..  Tacoina;  Coleman  Ullg.  Seattle:  Board  of  l'ra<le  UMg,  Portlaiifl. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of    LONDON 

Cash   Assets,      .      .      .      $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECI.\L  AGEN'TS  — C.  W.  Rohkek.  Los  .\ngeles,  Cal.;  Rod  K.  .Smith,  Portland,  Oregon; 
T.  S.  HE.4.TH,  Denver:  J.  E.  JOHNSEN.  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinm.^nn.  B.  L.  Pk.vfield.  San  Francisco. 
Percy  J.  Perry.  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL.  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

\V>[.  H.\CKETT.  Supt.  of  .Agents 
Paci/ic  Branch— Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


The  Insurance  Detective  the  window  through   which    the    thief 

The  famous  detective  gasped  as  he  had    escaped,    "this    is    more    serious 

arrived  at  the  scene  of  the  crime.  than  I  had  expected!     It's  brol\en  on 

"Heavens,"  said  he,  as  he  looked  at  both  sides!" — Phihidelphia  Ledger. 
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AUTOMOBILE  HAPPENINGS 


Two  young  motor-cyclists  in  Napa 
county,  Cal.,  on  Labor  Day,  found 
their  side  of  the  road  rough  with  new 
rock  and  they  took  the  smooth  left 
side  and  attempted  to  cross  a  bridge 
before  an  approaching  machine  with 
the  right  of  way  should  arrive.  The 
three  collided  on  the  bridge.  One 
motor-cyclist  was  killed  outright  and 
the  other  was  jammed  against  the 
stone  wall  of  the  bridge  and  Avas 
burned  to  death  in  the  fire  which  de- 
stroyed the  auto- car,  whose  passengers 
were  thrown  out  and  hurt.  These 
fatalities  were  due  to  an  attempt  to 
save  time  by  two  young  fellows  to 
whom  time  was  of  no  value. 


On  Sept.  12,  near  Los  Angeles,  a 
new  automobile  got  beyond  its  driver's 
control  and  plunged  over  a  bank  at  a 
curve.  One  passenger,  a  merchant, 
was  killed. 

Near  San  Francisco  on  Sept.  12  a 
motor-truck  dashed  out  from  a  country 
lane  and  struck  a  passing  motor-car  in 
the  center,  wrecking  it  and  tossing  its 
six  occupants  heavily  upon  the  ground. 

A  "speed  cop"  in  Oregon  wheeled 
furiously  without  a  light  at  night  on 
the  wrong  side  of  the  road  and  collided 
with  a  motor-cycle  and  killed  both  its 
riders,  brothers.  Of  course  the  cop 
has  a  pull. 

Merced,  Sept.  16.— J.  W.  McGinn 
of  San  Francisco  is  in  a  serious  con- 
dition at  Hornitos,  Mariposa  county, 
having  suffered  several  broken  ribs 
besides    internal     injuries     when     his 


automobile  overturned  on  the  Maloney 
hill  road  near  Hornitos  yesterday  even- 
ing, holding  him  a  captive  for  fourteen 
hours  before  he  was  discovered  by  a 
passer-by. 

An  automobile  near  San  Francisco 
plunged  200  feet  down  a  sloping  em- 
bankment but  fortunately  none  of  the 
several  riders  was  seriously  hurt.  The 
driver  mistook  the  width  of  the  road 
while  passing  another  auto.  This  is  a 
liability  on  hill  and  mountain  roads  in 
the  West. 


One  of  the  curious  developments  of 
automobile  insurance  is  the  ease  and 
frequency  with  which  Fords  are  stolen. 
The  second  -  hand  Ford  has  an  easy 
sale  and  everyone  looks  exactly  like 
the  other. 

Burglary  and  Automobile    Frauds 

Chicago,  Sept.  1. — With  the  help  of 
a  dictagraph,  the  state's  attorney  made 
three  arrests,  which  are  expected  to  un- 
cover insurance  frauds  totaling  thous- 
ands of  dollars.  Several  large  com- 
panies specialized  in  burglary  and 
automobile  insurance  in  Chicago  have 
been  the  victims.  Collusions  between 
employes  of  insurance  companies  and 
outsiders  are  hinted.  The  state's  at- 
torney office  is  said  to  have  two  con- 
fessions, in  addition  to  the  dictagraph 
record,  to  give  a  start  in  the  investi- 
gation. 


Massachusetts  reports  158  automo- 
biles afire  on  the  roads  in  the  state  in 
1914.  There  were  113  fires  in  garages.. 
A  firecracker  set  fire  to  one  automobile. 


92 


The    Coast    Review 


ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 

Iwhich  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Co) 


ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIX  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  ^  Mercantile 

Insurance    Company  Of  London  and  Edinburah 

Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 

$8,926,952.00 

E.  G.  BICHABDS,  Manager 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street.  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  Representatives: 

E.  J.  Young,  201  American  Bank  Bldg..  .Seattle ;  P.  W.  Gedney,  504  Empire  State  Bldg.,  Spokane.Wash., 
E.C.  Wllley.  Ift45  Tremont  St.,  Denver.  Colo.  ;C.  Ham's.  515  Title  Iiis.  Bldg.,  Los  Angels;  H.  P.  .Smith 
224  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland,  Or.;    G.W.Dearborn,  F.  J.  Schoeneman,  C.  F.  Milliman,  San    Francisco 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  busmess? 

TMEN 
Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company,  Are  you  represented  here?  Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there.  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Harm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an    applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."    "My  business  is  chiefly ." 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad  hand  and  the  warm 
eye  They  will  pay  you  a  handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance     Contpany 
Of    Great    Britain. 

Organized  1S-J4, 

FIRE    -     LIGHTNING     -    TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE     -     SPRINKLER    LEAKAGE 


North  American  Branch: 

HartfortI,  Conn. 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 


FIELD     REPRESENTATIVES  t 

FRED  W.  GA.STOX.  Tacoma,  Wash., 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia. 

JOHN  L.  REAMS,  State  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg..  Denver.  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUNDSON,   Realty  Building. 

Spokane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco.  Cal., 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  .\rizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE: 

420  Montgomery  Street 


Modesto,  Cal.,  Sept.  1.  —  Five  in- 
cendiary fires  nearlj^  destroyed  the 
industrial  part  of  this  little  city  to- 
day. The  Grange  Go's  warehouse  and 
the    Modesto    soda    works   were    first 


the    Grange    Go's   al- 
a    nearby    barn    were 


burned.  Later 
falfa  mill  and 
burned.  Still  later  fire  was  discovered 
in  the  yard  of  the  Modesto  Lumber  Co. 
It  is  believed  all  five  fires  were  of  in- 
cendiary origin.     Loss  $22,000. 
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FIRE 

Fire  on   Hop    Ranch;    25,000   Pounds  of 
Crop   Lost 

Santa  Rosa,  September  2. — The  hop 
kiln,  several  adjoining  buildings  and 
about  25,000  pounds  of  recently  picked 
hops,  on  the  ranch  of  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Woodward,  at  Mount  Olivet,  eight 
miles  from  here,  were  destroyed  by 
fire  about  9  o'clock  tonight.     Mrs..  W. 


valued  the  kiln  and  other  buildings  at 
$5000,  and  the  hops  at  about  $3000. 
The  fire  started  in  a  store  room  where 
the  baling  cloth  for  the  hops  were  kept. 
Mrs.  W.  believes  that  the  fire  was  in- 
cendiary. There  have  been  recently 
several  incendiary  hop  fires. 

The    Teutonia  of    Pittsburg  will  be 
sold  or  reinsured. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  1851  i 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Sui-plus ...    $1,076,347.75 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

3  40    CALIFORNIA   STREET        -        .        .         SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  HENLEY  &  SCOTT,  Managers. 


TOTAL  ASSETS  REPRESENTED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co. 

of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  III. 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 

202  -  204-  Sansome  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


22,000     EDITION 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
12th    EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey   Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.50 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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WORLD'5  INSURANCE  CONGRESS 

3AN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF. 

OCTOBER-  4  — le 


THE    WORLD'S     INSURANCE 
CONGRESS 

Its  Sessions    in  San    Francisco  Will 
Occupy  Two   Full  Weeks 

The  World's  Insurance  Congress 
will  convene  in  this  city  on  October 
4th  and  continue  in  session  for  two 
weeks.  The  sessions  of  the  first  six 
days  and  the  eleventh  day  will  be  held 
in  the  Civic  Auditorium,  while  those 
of  the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and 
tenth  days  will  be  at  the  Court  of  the 
Universe  on   the  exposition  grounds. 

No  more  important  convention  has 
been,  or  will  be,  held  in  this  city  this 
3'ear.  The  insurance  companies  are 
the  only  important  organizations  of 
the  world  which  have  at  their  disposal 
enormous  means  and  prodigious  in- 
fluence, and  which  make  money  for 
their  stockholders  by  preventing  loss 
of  any  kind. 

These  organizations  may  be  con- 
sidered conservationists  for  hire  on  a 
scale  which  embraces  all  forms  of 
human  activity  and  all  phases  of 
human  existence.  The  greater  the 
freedom  from  loss  to  individuals,  the 
larger  the  dividends  to  the  stockhold- 
ers of  insurance  companies. 

To  the  problems  of  safety,  those  who 
will  meet  in  this  congress  will  bring 
the  highest  intelligence,  the  wisest 
experience,  and  the  greatest  operating 
fund  that  can  possibly  be  concentrated 
upon  them. — San  Francisco  Chronicle. 


The  managing  editor  wheeled  his 
chair  around  and  pushed  a  button  in 
the  wall.     The  person  wanted  entered. 

"Here,"  said  the  editor,  "are  a 
number  of  directions  from  outsiders  as 
to  the  best  way  to  run  a  newspaper. 
See  that  thej'  are  all  carried  out;" 
and  the  office  boy,  gathering  them  all 
into  a  bundle,  carried  them  out  to  the 
furnace. 


Great  Britain  has  a  "Purple  Cross 
Service"  for  wounded  and  sick  array 
horses.  It  is  authorized  to  work  in  the 
zones  of  the  French  and  British  armies 
and  maintains  hospitals.  "Cheques" 
are  payable  to  "Horses  on  the  Battle- 
field Purple  Cross  Service. ' '  Miss  Lind- 
af-Hageby  is  the  honorable  general  sec- 
retary, 170  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 


There  is  also  a  humane  Blue  Cross 
Fund,  established  during  the  Balkan 
war,  for  the  care  of  war  horses.  It 
operates  in  connection  with  the  French 
army.  Tlie  R.  S.  P.  C.  A.  Fund  main- 
tains war  horse-hospitals  at  the  British 
front.  All  are  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions.  We  should  be  glad  to 
receive  particulars  of  similar  German 
and  Russian  societies. 

Teacher  (relating  an  experience  with 
a  tramp):  And  then  I  fainted. 

Small  Boy  (  excitedly  )  :  Wid  yer 
right  or  wid  yer  left?- -Harper's  Maga- 
zine. 


J.  ^V.  Tread  well,  real  estate  agent 
at  1354  Fillmore,  S.  F. ,  has  been  in- 
dicted on  a  charge  of  embezzlement. 
Many  of  his  checks  have  been  returned 
no  funds. 
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Roya!  Exchange  Assurance      |    (]  ^^  ^[  ^  Q  ]^ 


OF     LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  0.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 

Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


I 


nsurance 


Offi 


ice 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY.  United  States  Mgr. 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)        -       -  $   250,000  00 

Cash  Assets  (Gold)       -       -        -  2,745,650  72 

Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,941,508  60 

Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -  399,500  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING.   State  Agent 

For   Oregron,  Washingrton    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  Bl'KKE  BUILDING.  SEATTLE 


PARROTT    (&  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San   Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company.  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED   1782 

AV.    IJRVIJVG 

General   Agent    for   Pacific  Coast 

R.  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 

343     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 

The  Employers^  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Hf.ad  Office  for  Unfted  Statf.s: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates- 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen' s 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        -        -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal   Insurance    Building 
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FIRES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST 


Chemical   Engine  Explodes 

Run  into  a  burning  barn  at  Fresno, 
Cal.,  Sept.  7,  a  motor  chemical  en- 
gine exploded  and  was  burned.  The 
Schmidt  hay  market  was  destroyed. 
The  fire  is  believed  to  have  been  of 
incendiary  origin. 


Sacramento,  September  2. — Fire, 
believed  to  have  started  from  the 
dropping  of  a  match  on  clothing  into 
which  a  quantity  of  oil  had  soaked, 
caused  the  death  today  of  a  woman  in 
the  Columbia  hotel. 


•  San  Francisco,  Sept.  8. — Clothing 
store  of  David  Lager,  2253  Post  st., 
blaze  costing  S2,000.  Possibly  by 
overheated  gas-iron. 


San  Jose,  Cal.,  Sept.  8.  —  Pacific 
Shingle  and  Box  Co.  plant  and  Mob- 
ley  woodj^ard,  on  Park  ave.,  destroyed 
today.  S.  H.  Chase  Lumber  Co.  plant 
had  a  narrow  escape. 


San  Francisco,  Sept.  5. — The  burn- 
ing of  the  San  Francisco  Girls  Direc- 
tory building  caused  the  loss  of  five 
girl  inmates.  Their  asphyxiated  bodies 
were  found  in  beds.  Water  pressure 
light. 


Oroville,  Cal.,  Sept.  1.— Oroville 
steam  laundry,  a  garage,  a  stable  and 
tliree  dwellings  burned  al)out  1  a.  m. 
Owners  C.  F.  Huntington,  Mrs.  Jeff 
Kelly,  and  C.  H.  Wotton. 

Sacramento,  Sept  2. — Galvanized 
warehouse  and  1200  bales  of  hops  de- 
stroyed   by    tire    on    the    E.    Clemens 


Horst  ranch  near  here  tonight.  Fire 
started  in  center  of  warehouse  when 
building  was  closed  and  guards  were 
around.  Possibly  the  I.  W.  W.  had 
left  a  clock  plant  in  the  warehouse. 

Fire  in   Imperial  Valley 

Brawley,  Cal.,  Sept.  8. — Fire  of  un- 
known origin  completely  destroyed  to- 
night an  entire  business  block  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  with  an  estimated  loss 
of  $85,000.  Fire  apparatus  was  rushed 
from  Imperial  and  El  Centro  and  to- 
gether with  the  local  fire  department 
had  the  flames  under  control  shortly 
before  midnight. 

The  fire  started  in  the  Imperial 
Hardware  Company  store  at  8 :  30  and 
spread  rapidly  to  the  surrounding 
buildings,  eight  of  which,  comprising 
the  block,  were  consumed.  Explosions 
of  ammunition  and  barrels  of  oil  in  the 
hardware  store  made  the  work  of  the 
fire  fighters  dangerous. 

The  St.  Regis  hotel,  a  two-story  brick 
building,  and  other  structures  in  the 
business  section,  were  saved  onlj-  after 
much  effort,  and  by  the  fall  of  a  wind 
that  had  been  blowing. 


Spokane,  Aug.  31.- 
dwg  burned. 


-Frank  Stover's 


Fresno,  Sept.  19. —  An  automobile 
coasted  on  to  a  railroad  track  near 
here,  in  front  of  an  approaching  train. 
He  had  shut  off  his  engine  and  could 
not  start  again  in  time.  The  steam 
locomotive  struck  his  machine.  Of 
the  seven  autocar  passengers,  two  were 
killed  and  five  injured. 
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Office    of   EclAvarcl   E.    Potter 

General    As^nt 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,   without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL   AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE   ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble    of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.  E.  POTTER    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the  Best   Insurance   While   You  Are  About  It 
It   Costs    No    More 

"^T^Ri^r  GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  iVew  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .  $3,889,296  00        UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .    $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits   ...  $  432,56000 

FIREMEN'S    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  INDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    .    .    :i;3,053,576  00        UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    $811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .$1,080,978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .     $173.718  00 


EDWARD  E.   POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.    W,  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Gal. 
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5   Incendiary  Forest  Fires 

Santa  Barbara,  August  30.  —  The 
fifth  incendiary  forest  fire  in  two  weeks 
occurred  early  today  at  the  head  of  an 
abandoned  trail  near  Montecito,  a 
suburb.  Forest  rangers  subdued  the 
flames  before  any  material  damage  was 
done.  The  fires  during  the  past  four- 
teen days  have  all  occurred  in  the 
region  where  fire  rangers  discovered 
two  horsemen  last  summer  galloping 
along  the  mountain  trails  scattering 
firebrands  as  they  went. 


The   Local  Agent  Seemed  Sad 

Roman  Citizen :  "What's  the  matter, 
Friend  Tullius  Marcusque?" 

Roman  Insurance  Agent:  "Matter? 
Why,  the  companies  have  just  decided 
to  cancel  all  their  policies  here  on  the 
ground  of  a  'moral  hazard,'  and  the 
Board  of  Underwriters  have  appointed 
ME  to  acquaint  Emperor  Nero  with 
the  fact." 


In  the  East  dry-pipe  sprinklers  in 
cold  storage  plants  are  frequently  found 
frozen.  This  may  be  the  f;ict  generally. 
The  pipe-air  w^as  not  dried.  Ice  was 
found  inside  the  pipes.  The  New 
England  Bureau  makes  seven  recom- 
mendations. 

Fresno,  Sept.  8. — Walter  Collins,  in- 
toxicated, was  arrested  today,  after 
threatening  to  burn  up  the  whole 
town  of  Friant.  Perhaps  he  is  an 
I.  W.   W.  and    really    meant    it. 


ANCE 

In  its  44th  i/ear 

LIFE 

Mr.  Bowen  says:  "Speaking  of  men 
being  insured — I  fear  we  are  too  easily 
persuaded  that  our  prospect  has  enough 
insurance.  One  of  my  prospects, 
whom  I  visited  last  week,  had  So, 000 
old  line  and  $2,000  fraternal;  a  wife 
and  eight  children,  the  eldest  but  18 
years  of  age,  so  I  asked  him  to  take 
$3,000  more,  making  S10,000  in  all; 
and  having  convinced  him  that  our 
20  pa3anent  life  reduction  premium 
policy  fitted  his  case  exactly  and  hav- 
ing consulted  with  his  wife,  he  told  me 
to  go  ahead  and  make  out  the  applica- 
tion, but  suggested  that  I  had  better 
make  it  for  $5,000  instead  of  $3,000, 
with  the  apology  that  no  doubt  it 
would  be  the  last  time  he  would  apply 
for  insurance,  and  at  any  rate  at  his 
age  the  rate  was  increasing  so  rapidly 
that  he  felt  he  ought  to  take  all  he 
could  afford  to  carry  at  this  time,  as 
he  is  amply  able  to  carr3"  the  insur- 
ance. I  accepted  his  apology  and 
Avrote  the  application  for  $5,000,  with 
a  premium  of  $253.75,  and  he  came  in 
the  next  day  and  passed  a  splendid 
examination." — Oregon  Life  Bulletin, 


The  insolvent   Order  of  Sparta  has 

been  reinsured    by  a  new  assessment 

association.      The    Girard  Life    rein- 
sures the  latter. 


It  is  reported  that  the  Postal  Life  i& 
impaired.  It  reinsured  the  Provident 
Savings  Life  in  1910.  It  is  a  "mail 
order"  company,  witli  no  agents. 


STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER    $32,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 


OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE   UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Trancisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices  :    Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Den^ver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  IN   EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


n 


1863 


riRE 


52nci  YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized   in  1863 


1915 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under   the    Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -         San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 

LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE   SECRETARY 

T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH, 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON,  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building  Boston,  Mass. 


Southeastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ  HERRMANN.  Manager 
79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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INSURANCE 


PROTECTION 


Review/ 


An     Insurance     Journal     and     Directory 
IN    ITS     FORTY-FOURTH     YEAR 

San    Francisco :      122  Halleck  Street  Telephone  Sutter  1 732 

The  Only  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West  INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Publishers 

World's  First  Insurance  Congress 

Two  Washington  Court  Decisions 

Two  California  Court  Decisions 

Knights  of  Colurnbus  Successfully  Sued 

Ten  More  Portraits 

Tupper  with  the  West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life 

Extracts  from  Papers  Read  at  the  World's  Insurance  Congress 

200  Work  Accidents  a  Day  in  California 

I.  W.  W.  in  California 

"Progress  in  the  Wrong  Direction" 

Field  Men's  Notes 

Half-Tone  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Building 

Incendiary  National  Forest  Fires 

Unjust  Insurance  Taxation 

Fraternal  Beneficiary  Totals 

Gov.  Johnson's  Firm  Stand 


Circulating  Extensively  in  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


Price  25  Cents 
$3.00  Per  Annum 


V= 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan,  China  and 
Australasia 


J 


THe    Great    Fire    Insvirance    Company    of    tKe    World 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,783,618.69 


Established  1836 


Entered 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the   1st  of   January,  1915,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

Assets $14,783,618.69 

Liabilities 9,961.463.20 


surplus $  4,822,153.49 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  a  year  of 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  Policyholders: 

Year.  Assets  at  January  1.  Income.  Expenditure. 

1906    (San  Francisco  Fire)  .  .  .    $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12.335.%!  

Thus  showing  Excess  OF  Expenditure  of   . $1,744,116 

And  Increase  OF  Assets  in  the  same  time  of 101,013 

PROGRE.SS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH:    Net  premiums:     1848.  $4,519;  1858.  $471,988; 
1868,  $1,739,620:  1878,  $2,422,126   1888,  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422;  1908,  $7,427,618;  1914.  $8,667,549. 
LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year  exceeds  $142,000,000.    Thi.?  large  sum,  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business , evin- 
ces the  confidence  of  the  public  and  the  faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled. 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manage 

THOS.  H,  ANDERSON,  Asst,  Man 


Pacific  Department  Establisiird  1852 
In  Company's  New  Buif<7t'nff 
444  California  St.,  San  Francisco 

Special    Agents : 

R.  <;.  r.RUSH  R.  BLllOUNTRl-K  HARRISON  IIOUSEWORTH  LOGAN  B.  CHANPLEl 

'.RORGE  F.  (iUERRAZ  CHESTER  S.  MYRICK  F.  E.  ATKINS  GEO.  J.  J. 
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Conflagration-Proof  Insurance 


Losses  paid  to  date,  -  -  over   $166,000,000 


PAOnC  DEPARTMENT 


ggRMAN  J        I  pHOENIX 

American- ft j>,M     "fHARTFoP** 

GERMAN  l§|?*ppROTECT0|^ 

Alliance- ^^^'    'UNDERWRITERS 
EQunABLE  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Ca 

Geo.  H.Tyson  General  Agent. 

HtRBERT  FolfitR.  ASSTQENLASEKt 

SAN  FRANCISCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets  Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  ever})  City,  town  or  Village 
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Represen  ting 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  NeAv  YorK 
You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  ^'oldest  company  in  America"  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  to  Produciuf/  Af/enfs,  AfJffress 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice- President 

34  NASSAU   STREET,    NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


BUSINESS 

Lodi,  Cal.,  Sept.  25.  —  Announce- 
ment is  made  here  that  the  Roma 
Wine  Company,  of  New  York,  has 
closed  a  deal  with  the  Woodbridge  Co- 
operative Winerj^  whereby  the  New 
York  firm  gets  the  entire  output  of  the 
San  Joaquin  plant  for  the  next  five 
years.  The  terms  of  the  contract  are 
such  the  wine  grape  growers  are 
assured  of  a  price  of  at  least  $12.50  per 
ton  for  grapes  for  the  five-year  period. 
The  Woodbridge  has  a  capacity  of 
1,000,000  gallons  a  year. 

Prior  to  this  3'ear  the  price  for  wine 
grapes  in  this  section  has  hovered 
around  SIO  per  ton.  This  year,  due 
to  West  &  Son,  cancelling  their  con- 
tracts, the  price  dropped  to  87  and  S8. 

Napa,  Sept.  30. — Grape-growers  are 
auling  their  grapes  to  California  Wine 


Association  wineries,  to  be  turned  into 
wine  on  storage.  This  relieves  the 
situation. 

An  examination  of  the  air  in  Lon- 
don revealed  that  in  one  month  543^ 
tons  of  dirt  were  deposited.  Nearly 
34  tons  were  soluble,  and  included  the 
sulphates  of  ammonia  and  chlorine, 
and  20/^  tons  were  insoluble,  and  con- 
sisted of  tar,  carbon,  and  grit. 

The  generality  of  princes,  if  they 
were  stript  of  their  purple,  and  cast 
naked  into  the  world,  would  immedi- 
ately sink  to  the  lowest  rank  of  society, 
without  a  hope  of  emerging  from  their 
obscurit}'. — Edward  Gil)bon. 

American  railway  receivers  hold 
about  35,000  miles  of  road  out  of 
248,000.  The  value  of  the  roads  held 
by  receivers  is  over  S2, 000, 000, 000. 
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INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Co. 


Cash  Capital, 
Net  Surplus, 
Total  Assets, 


$400,000  OO 

191,636  OO 

1,  Ml,  200  00 


E.  T.  NIBBLING,  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

JOHN  E.  COSGROVE,  Assistant  Secretary 


HOME  OFFICE  :     Company's  Building.  550-558  Sacramento   St. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

Spec/a/  Agents  and  Adjusters 

N.  LINDSAY,  H.  DUNKINFIELD,  Seattle.  Washington;  R.  H.  McCURDY,  Portland. 
Oregon;  LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles;  J.  J.  CLAYTON,  San  Francisco, 
B    A.  SIFFORD,   San  Francisco 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  the  rate  of  '•  Dollar  for  Dollar." 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 


OF  LIVERPOOL.  ENG. 


New  York  Department 

57    and    59    William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


LONDON & 
I  LANCASHIRE  f 

FIRE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 
<  .-_         LTD.  ^ 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 

GEO.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt      San  Francisco     W.  B.  Hopkins,  local  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt,.     Los  Angreles,  CaL 
SPECIAL   AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond San  Franci.sco  David  H.  Parry Seattle 

W.  W.  Gilmore Sacramento  N.  Gardner Denver 

J.P.Hague     Los  Angeles  N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr .  Salt  Lake  City 

G.  L.  Goodell Portland 
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pacific  Coast 
r^asualty  Company 

OF   CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR—AUTOMOBILE—PERSONAL AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY   BONDS. 


T.    L,    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 

SAN    FRANCISCO 


Build  Your  Own  Business 

under    our    direct    general    agency 
/l.      contract.     This  is  a  liberal  prop>o- 
\  2      sition  for  which  men  of  ability  can 
qualify.       A  few    exceptional    op- 
portunities   are    open  at    present. 
For  particulars,  address: 

JOHN  F.  ROCHE.  Vice-President 

The  Manhattan  Life 

Insurance  Co.        organized  i85o 

66  Broadway.   New  York 


He  Was  From  Kansas 
Three  days  after  the  storra  struck 
Potlach,  Okla.,  Jaekrabbit  Smith,  a 
prominent  citizen,  was  discovered  two 
counties  northeast  in  a  somewhat  rum- 
pled condition. 


"Were  j^ou  blown  here  by  the  cy- 
clone?" he  was  asked. 

"Heck,  no!"  he  replied.  "I  out- 
run it !  " — Kansas  Citv  Star. 


A  Very  Old  Story   Reprinted  Again 

The  following  story,  the  chief  actor 
in  which  is  still  alive,  would  seem  to 
justif\'  the  term  "canny,"  sometimes 
applied  to  the  Scot. 

An  old  retired  Fireshire  farmer  was 
from  time  to  time  called  on  and  ad- 
vised to  insure  his  house  against  fire 
by  an  agent  who  was  familiarly  known 
as  "Sandy." 

The  old  man,  however,  met  the 
agent's  advances  with  "Na,  na!"  fol- 
lowing bj'  what  he  doubtless  consid- 
ered a  clinching  argument:  "My 
hoose  is  no  likely  to  gang  on  fire, 
mon ! ' ' 

The  unexpected,  however,  hap- 
pened, and  the  neighbors  were  aston- 
ished to  see  the  old  man,  instead  of 
trying  to  put  out  the  fire,  running  up 
and  down  the  village  street,  shouting: 

"Whaur's  that  man  Sand  noo? 
Whaur's  that  insurance  chap?  It's 
terrible  ye  can  never  get  a  body  when 
ve're  needin'  'im  I  " 


Only  6   Percent  Were  Women 

Of  8,848  policyholders  who  died, 
only  6  percent  were  women,  the  re- 
maining 94  percent  being  men  from 
30  to  over  60.  Deaths  between  40 
and  50,  and  50  and  60,  were  about 
the  same  and  little  more  than  those 
over  60. 


Commissioner  Darst  of  West  Vir- 
ginia tells  local  agents  that  if  they  offer 
a  loan  as  an  inducement  to  insurance 
they  violate  the  anti-rebate  statute. 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance   Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,   1915,   $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
2  01    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,   Manager 
S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW,  "  " 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell     C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A.  Lathrop 


TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast  Review   for   Special  Offer  to 
new   subscribers. 

S.   P.   Railway  Accident 

The  oft  unlucky  "Lark"  train  of 
the  S.  P.  R.  running  up  and  down 
the  coast  between  San  Francisco  and 
Los  Angeles  jumped  the  track  Oct.  2. 
One  locomotive  jumped  and  one  loco- 
motive and  two  cars  slid  down  the 
steep  embankment.  The  train  was 
running  at  a  high  speed  to  make  up 
lost  time.  One  man  killed;  several 
men  hurt,  and  passengers  in  the  diner 
badly  shaken  up. 

In   Berlin 

The  height  of  buildings  is  limited  to 
72  feet  or  about  6  stories.  Wires  are 
strung  over  the  buildings  and  not  in 
or  under  the  streets. 


TKe 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
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The  Continental  (Fire)  Insurance  Co. 


Home  Office 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


The  Strongest  American  Company 

Western  Office 
332  So.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago 


Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

An  Active  Supporter  of  the  American  Agency  System 

Home  Office  Western  Office 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  137  So.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago 

American  Eagle  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Incorporated  to  meet  the  wishes  of  American  Agents  and 
take  over  the  business  of  the  Fidelity  Underwriters 


HENRY  EVANS,  President 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


OF     LONDON 


72/ 

OF     LONDON 


Founded  in  1714 


Founded  in  1806 
PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT:     Insurance  Exchange,    San   Francisco 

HARRY   H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW,  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL  AGENTS;     F.  A.  Stahl,  San  Francisco;    F,  F.  Richards,  Los  Angeles;    W.  J.  Kulp,  Denver;  M.  B,  Boothby,  Portland 


Fire   Insurance 


Sample  Page  'TIRE  INSURANCE" 

By  WM.  SEXTON 


3/4  "insurance  to  value"  pays  a  loss  up  to  three- 
quarters  of  the  value  of  the  property  not  exceeding  the 
amount  on  the  item. 

3/4  "loss  to  insurance"  limits  the  loss  to  be  paid  to 
3/4  of  the  insurance  on  the  property;  and  the  3/4  of 
the  claim  for  loss  limits  the  claimant  to  3/4  of  his  loss. 

THREE-QUARTER  VALUE  AGREEMENT  ON 

HAY 

Contribution  under  the  3/4  value  agreement  on 
hay,  when  modified  by  the  endorsement:  "In  no  case 
shall  the  insured  be  liable  to  a  greater  deduction  from 
such  market  value  than  two  dollars  per  ton.'' 

ILLUSTRATIOX    XO.     1 

Per  Per  Per 

Ton         Ton  Ton 

Value  of  hay $  IGOO 

Insurance    $13.00 

Three-fourths    value    $12.00 

Deduction  under  the  endorsement 4.00 

Deduction  agreed   on   2.00 

Loss  under  insurance  deduction  agreement  14.00 

Lo.?s   under  the   insurance $  13.00 

II- LUSTRATION    NO.    2 

Value  of  hay  $     6.00 

Insurance    13.00 

Deduction  three-fourths  agreement 1.50 

Loss  under  insurance $     4.50 

The  $2.00  limit  of  deduction  does  not  apply. 

Flexible  Leather     ....     $2.00 
Flexible  Cloth 1.50 

For  Sale  at  Coast  Review  Office,  122  Hallecfc  Street 
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"THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY   OF  AMERICA." 


Incorporated    1819 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 


Net  Surplus 
$6,668,448.39 
Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 


Cash  Assets  Now 

$23,400,526.99 


Losses  Paid 

in 

96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 
All  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  M.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON.  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents 

Main  Office,    *501    California  Street 

SAN    FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND     ADJUSTERS 

J.  A.  MURPHY.  General  Adjuster 
H.F.MILLS.  JOHN   P.   BREEDEN,  GEO.  F.  ROBERTS,  FRED  H.  RAOADS,  H.  E.  O'BRIEN, 

J.   A.  GALLAGHER,  G.  S.   MARINER.  E.   V.   CULVER. 

This  Company  has  absokitely  no  connection  with  any  other  corporation 
bearing  the  name  of  ^Etxa. 


0«cr>00<:=r>01)<cz>00<=>00<ir>0: 


:0<::=>00<i:>0()<zi>O(><=>)()<z>0 


HARTFORD  FIRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,    MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE   INSURANCE 


$26,954,099  46 
9.543.103  12 


Assets.  January  1,1915 
Surplus  to  Policyholders, 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM    GILLILAND.  Assistant  General   Agent 

43  Q  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 
441  CALIFORNIA  8T. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  A  AD  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E    DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 

C.  E.  MILLER.  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah 
NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane,  Wash. 
P.  H.  GRIFFITH,  Los  Angeles,  Cat. 
ERNEST  E.  PRICE,  Los  Angeles,  CaL 


3    J.  DENNIS.  Portland,  Ore. 

MILTON  E.  SPAULDING.  San  Francisco,Cal 

ROBERT  E    DOLLARD.  San  Francisco.  Cal 

W.  S.  DENNIS,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

L.  H.  EARLE,  San  Francisco,   Cal. 


Pacific  West  Insurance  Review 


No.  632 


Established  1871 


OCTOBER,  1915 
1  ne  Coast  RevieA\^ 

INSURANCE 

Subscription,  $3  a  Year  In  the  4otli  Year  Foreign,  $3.50 

Volume  S8  San  FrancisfO,    California,    U.  S.  A.  XumVjer  ten 

Entered  at  San  Francisco  Postoffice  as  second-class  mail  matter 


The  first  real  World's  Insur- 
ance Congress  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past; 
but  it  made  insurance  an  official,  respect- 
able, organized,  concrete  thing. 

n 

Life  insurance  has  a  Pickell, 
a  Coffin  and  a  Grave. 

%t 
Casualty  and  liability  assets 
in  this  country  are  increasing  at  the  rate 
of  $55,000  every  business  day.  The 
number  of  companies  is  increasing  at  the 
rate  of  one  and  one-half  a  month.  Income 
averages  $3,000,000  a  month. 

XX 
The     Tennessee     supreme 
court  rules  that  a  taxicab  is  not  a  com- 
mon   carrier.       Well,  the   jitney  bus    is 
making  tlie  taxi  an  uncommon  carrier. 

There  are  $50  American  life 

insurance  assets  for  every  person  in  the 

United  States. 

tx 

The  World's  Insurance  Con- 
gress, the  American  Life  Convention,  the 
Insurance  Commissioners  Convention, 
the  Local  Agents  National  Convention 
and  the  Northwestern  Association  all  in 
session  at  about  the  same  time — and  not 
an  insurance  journalist  missed  a  banquet 
nor  sent  to  jail  or  asylum. 


In    our    United     States     of 

America    valuable   timber  to  the    value 

of   §25,000,000   is    yearly   destroyed     by 

forest  tires. 

XX 

The  Prudential  (life)  of  Eng- 
land will  alter  its  "memorandum  of 
association"  and  enlarge  its  powers  to 
include  the  writing  of  fire  risks  and  guar- 
antee against  loss  by  liglitning,  hail, 
storm,  earthquake,  explosion,  accident, 
burglary,  theft,  transportation,  war,  riot, 
or  civil  disturbance.  Concentration  is 
the  economic  necessity  of  the  twentieth 
century. 

%% 

Two  British  life  oflices  will 

consolidate. 

$t 

Lusitania    was    the   ancient 

name  of  the  territory  now  Portugal. 

XX 

Turpentine    is    hardly     the 
right  kindler  with  which  to  start  a  slow- 
burning  fire,  Willie. 

XX 

Halleck    street,  San    Fran- 
cisco, should  be  renamed  Flivver  alley. 

XX 

Walla  Walla  Fire  claimants 
may  get  5  percent  more  out  of  the  receiv- 
er's store.     Walla  Walla  hath  a  hollow 
sound. 
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Te.ras  —  Fidelity   Plienix    Fire    Ins.   Co.   v. 
Sadan,  178  S.  W.,  559,  Aug.  18,  '15. 

Proof  of  Loss 
Waiver 
Where,  to  the  proof  of  loss  of  household 
goods  destroyed  by  fire,  insurer  objected 
only  in  general  terms  that  the  list  of  items 
destroyed  was  unsatisfactory,  and  did  not 
comply  with  the  policy  as  to  the  furnishing 
of  information  of  the  property  destroyed, 
and  tiiat  the  insurer  could  not  recognize  as 
correct  the  items  or  values,  any  defect  in 
such  proof  of  loss  was  waived  by  the  in- 
surer, for,  to  defend  successfully  on  the 
ground  that  a  proof  of  loss  is  defective  or 
inaccurate,  an  insurer  must  specifically 
point  out  the  defect  in  a  reasonable  time, 
and  failure  so  to  do  is  a  waiver. 
Demand 

For  Bills 

Where  a  policy  provided  that  upon  loss 
the  insured  should  furnish,  as  required, 
bills,  invoices,  etc.,  and  where  the  insured, 
a  man  of  small  means,  who  could  not  read, 
had  acquired  some  of  the  goods  by  gift  and 
some  by  purchase  in  a  number  of  |)laces  of 
residence,  and  had  no  bills  and  could  not 
obtain  them,  the  insurer  could  not  success- 
fully defend  for  the  insured's  failure  to  fur- 
nish such  bills  covering  the  destroyed  goods 
upon  its  adjuster's  demand,  it  being  unrea- 
sonable to  require  him  to  obtain  them  under 
the  circumstances,  since  a  forfeiture  will  not 
be  declared  unless  the  policy  expressly 
stipulates  therefor,  while  its  provision  that 
the  insured  should  produce  bills,  as  re- 
quired, implied  that  the  duty  should  rest 
on  him  only  if  he  had  such  bills. 

Whei-e  the  insured  fails  to  make  the  proof 
of  loss  required  by  his  policy,  there  can  be 
no    recovery    thereon,    unless    the    insurer 
waives  the  defect. 
Overvaluation 
in  Proof 

Where  an  insured  owner  of  household 
goods  destroyed  by  fire  wilfully  presents, 
as  proof  of  loss,  a  list  of  the  goods  de- 
stroyed, containing  items  not  lost,  or  items 


overvalued,  to  defraud  the  insurer  of  money 
in  excess  of  the  actual  loss,  there  can  be  no 
recovery  on  the  policy. 
Trivial  Excess 

in  Recovery 
In  suit  on  a  fire  policy  for  $500  on  house- 
hold goods,  where  the  total  recovery,  for 
principal  and  interest,  amounting  toS578.85, 
was  excessive  to  the  extent  of  SI. 50  through 
the  erroneous  allowance  of  interest  for  18 
days  too  long,  the  amount  was  too  trivial  to 
call  for  a  remittiur  or  justify  a  reformation 
of  the  judgment. — 178  S.  W.  559. 

Washington — Tacoma  Lumber  &  Shingle  Co. 
et   al.  V.  Fireman's  Fund   Ins.  Co.,  151 
P.  R.  91,  Sept.  20,  1915. 
Cancellation 

Under  Insurance  Code,  §  108.  providing 
for  the  cancellation  of  fire  insurance  policies 
only  on  the  giving  of  five  days'  notice  to  the 
insured,  a  fire  policy  cannot  be  canceled 
upon  five  days'  notice  to  the  agents  of  the 
insurer  who  wrote  the  policy,  particularly 
where  such  agents  recognized  their  want  of 
authority  by  attempting  to  notify  the  in- 
sured; such  agents,  while  authorized  to 
keep  the  property  insured,  being  general 
agents  of  the  insurer. 

AVhile  an  insured  may  waive  notice  of 
cancellation  of  a  fire  policy,  the  mere  re- 
ceipt, after  a  loss  of  a  second  policy  in- 
tended by  the  agents  as  a  substitute  for  the 
original,  does  not  show  cancellation,  par- 
ticularly where  the  insured  refused  to  sur- 
render the  original. 

AVhere  agents  for  several  companies,  be- 
ing notified  that  a  policy  on  plaintiff"' s  prop- 
erty would  be  canceled,  wrote  a  policy  in 
another  company  which  was  to  be  a  substi- 
tute for  the  original,  the  second  policy  did 
not  become  eS'ective  where  the  original  re- 
mained in  force;  the  cancellation  not  hav- 
ing been  effective. 

We  cannot  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that 
a  fire  insurance  agent  is  such  an  agent  of 
the  insured  that  notice  to  him  of  the  can- 
cellation of  a  policy  by  the  insurer  is  notice 
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to  the  insured,  nor  that  an  attempt  to  can- 
cel a  policy  pursuant  to  such  notice  without 
compliance  with  the  terras  of  the  statute  or 
the  stipulations  of  the  policy  will  work  a 
cancellation.  The  protection  of  an  insur- 
ance policy  would  be  precarious  indeed  if 
such  should  be  held  to  be  the  law.  Neither 
reason  nor  authority  will  sustain  such  a  con- 
tention. Stebbins  v.  Lancashire  Ins.  Co., 
60  N.  H.  65;  Waterloo  Lumber  Co.  v.  Des 
Moines  Ins.  Co.,  158  Iowa  563,  138  N.  W. 
504,  51  L.  R.  A.  (N.  S.)  539;  Johnson  v. 
North  British  &  Mercantile  Ins.  Co.,  66 
Ohio  St.  6,  63  N.  E.  610-612. 

In  this  case  Calhoun,  Denny  &  Ewing, 
local  agents,  were  instructed  by  the  Royal 
to  cancel.  They  tried  twice  to  get  in  touch 
with  the  insured  and  give  notice  of  cancella- 
tion but  failed.  Without  having  served 
notice,  they  "canceled"  and  re-wrote. 

Proofs 

of  Loss 

To  avoid  a  policy  it  must  be  shown  that 
the  statements  in  the  proofs  of  loss  were 
knowingly  and  intentionally  untrue,  and  an 
erroneous  statement  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
property  lost  honestly  made  will  not  avoid 
the  policy. 

■An   insurer   defending  on  the  ground  of 
fraudulent  statements  as  to  the  amount  of 
loss  contained  in  the  proofs  of  loss  has  the 
burden  of  proving  the  fraud. 
Shrinkage 

Not  Considered 

In  action  on  fire  insurance  policy  wherein 
defendant  offered  computation  of  capacity  to 
show  that  insured's  potato  house  could  not 
have  contained  the  amount  claimed  to  have 
been  lost,  shrinkage  was  not  to  be  consid- 
ered.— Cole  V.  North  British  Mercantile  Ins. 
Co.,  95  A.  217. 

Automobile 

Warranty 

A  provision  in  a  fire  policy  warranting 
that  the  automobile  insured  should  not  be 
leased  or  used  for  carrying  passengers  for 
compensation  is  a  promissory  warranty,  a 
breach  of  which  prevents  recovery. — Orient 
Ins.  Co.  v.  Van  Zandt  Bruce  Drug  Co.,  151 
P.  323. 


Date- 
Title 

A  fire  policy's  provision  that  it  be  void  if 
insured's  interest  be  not  unconditional  and 
sole  ownership,  or  if  insured  does  not  own 
in  fee  simple  the  land,  refers  only  to  the 
date  of  its  issuance. —  Fidelity-Phenix  Fire 
Ins.  Co.  v.  O'Bannon,  178  S.  W.  731. 

Sale  of  Land 

Title  to  House 
A  fire  policy's  provision,  voiding  it  for 
any  change  in  insured's  interest  or  title, 
does  not  apply  where  he  sells  the  land,  re- 
tains title  to  the  house,  to  be  removed, 
balance  of  price  to  be  then  paid. — 178  S. 
W.  731. 

Petition 

Neglect 
Where  a  standard  fire  policy  insures 
against  loss  while  merchandise  is  contained 
in  a  building  described  and  not  elsewhere, 
a  petition  which  failed  to  state  that  at  the 
time  of  the  fire  the  merchandise  was  con- 
tained in  such  held  not  to  state  a  cause  of 
action. — Miller  v.  Connecticut  Fire  Ins.  Co., 
151  P.  605,  October  11. 

Mortgage 

Indorsement 

Wliere  insured  delivered  policy  to  the 
agent,  requesting  him  to  indorse  permis- 
sion to  mortgage,  and  the  agent  returned  it 
saying  that  he  had  fixed  the  matter,  recov- 
ery cannot  be  defeated  because  permission 
was  not  indorsed  on  the  policy.  —  German- 
American  Ins.  Co.  of  New  York  v.  Lee,  151 
P.  642,  October  11,  1915. 
Pleading — 

Location 

Where  the  petition  alleged  the  property 
insured  was  on  March  7th  located  in  the 
building  described,  and  in  another  para- 
graph averred  its  destruction  on  that  day, 
it  will  be  inferred  that  the  pleader  intended 
to  allege  the  property  was  so  located  at  the 
time  of  the  fire. 

It  is  incumbent  on  the  insured  to  allege 
and  prove  that  the  loss  occurred  while  the 
property  was  in  such  building. — Id. 


432 


The    Coast    Review 


INSURANCE    OF   ALL   KINDS 


Lookout ! 

A  counterfeit  ^  silver  certificate  is  in 
circulation.  If  it  measures  about  a  quarter- 
inch  more  than  the  genuine  it  is  certainly 
bogus. 

American    Life    Convention    at    Monterey 

It  is  not  the  place  of  an  insurance  journal 
appearing  only  once  a  month  to  give  a  full 
report  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Life  Convention  at  Del  Monte,  the  first 
of  this  month.  This  Convention  is  com- 
posed of  the  smaller  life  companies  of  this 
country,  and  its  importance  may  be  meas- 
ured by  the  largeness  of  its  membership 
and  tiie  enterprise  and  pioneering  of  new 
companies.  At  this  gathering,  some  40 
companies  sent  representatives. 

The  new  vice  presidents  are  from  32 
states.  Among  those  elected  are:  Robt.  J. 
Giles,  Occidental  Life,  Los  Angeles;  T.  F. 
Daly,  Capital,  Colorado;  E.  S.  Chadwick, 
Idaho  State  Life;  H.  R.  Cunningham, 
Montana  Life;  Geo.  Roslington,  Occidental 
Life,  Xew  Mexico;  S.  P.  Lock  wood,  Colum- 
bia L.  &  T. ;  N.  G.  Stringham,  Continental, 
Utah;  W.  M.  McConnell,  Western  Union, 
Wash.  T.  L.  Miller,  president  West  Coast- 
San  Francisco  Life,  is  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee. 

The  convention  favored  a  new  investiga- 
tion of  the  geneial  mortality  experience. 
The  discussion  both  favored  and  opposed  a 
new  mortality  table.  In  the  younger  ages 
it  is  known  that  the  mortality  experience 
is  more  favorable  than  formerly;  while  in 
the  older  ages  the  experience  appears 
to  be  growing  worse. 


Commr.  Will  J.  Fremli  of  the  Industrial 
Accident  Commission  of  California  has  re- 
turned from  Seattle,  where  lie  attended  the 
International  Congress  of  Industrial  Acci- 
dent Commissions.  Representatives  of  25 
states  and  Canada  were  present.  French 
said  that  the  greatest  achievement  of  the 
convention  was  the  adoption  oi  a  uniform 
method  of  reporting  accidents  and  compil- 


ing and  reporting  statistics.  The  diflferent 
commissions  of  the  country  will  thus  be 
brought  into  closer  relationship  and  there 
will  be  no  working  at  cross  purposes.  The 
congress  also  devised  plans  whereby  the 
medical  departments  of  the  several  commis- 
sions will  adopt  similar  methods  in  their 
work. 


The   Foreign    Loan    as   an    Insurance 
Investment 

Xew  York  Superintendent  of  Insurance, 
Jesse  S.  Phillips,  on  October  13,  made  a 
statement  from  which  we  take  this: 

During  my  absence  in  attendance  at  the 
National  Convention  of  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners, the  question  of  the  legality  of  the 
so-called  "Anglo-French  War  Loan"  as  an 
investment  for  insurance  corporations,  was 
presented  to  this  department  by  various 
interested  companies  and  bankers.  While 
the  question,  as  it  affects  individual  com- 
panies, depends  upon  the  facts  witii  refer- 
ence to  the  organization  of  each  company 
and  the  field  of  its  operations,  a  brief  gen- 
eral statement  of  the  law  applicable  to  the 
situation  seems  appropriate  at  this  time.  In 
making  such  statement,  however,  I  desire 
it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  take  no 
position  as  to  the  advisability  or  wisdom  of 
insurance  corporations  investing  in  this 
loan.  Tliat  policy  is  not  for  me  to  deter- 
mine, but,  subject  to  the  limitations  of  tlie 
statute,  is  left  to  the  good  judgment  and 
reasonable  discretion  of  the"  officers  and 
directors  of  the  in-urauce  companies,  who 
should  at  all  times  be  guide<l  solely  by  a 
desire  to  subserve  and  protect  those  inter- 
ests of  the  companies  which  afford  the 
largest  possible  protection  and  security  to 
their  policyiiolders. 

The  prevalence  of  war  does  not,  in  my 
judgment,  make  unlawful  the  otherwise 
lawful  investments  of  insurance  corpora- 
tions in  the  bonds  of  the  belligerent  powers; 
and  does  not  impose  any  further  or  other 
power  or  responsibility  with  respect  to 
investments   upon    the    superintendent    of 
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•nsurance,    except    insofar  as  the  value  of 
particular  securities  may  be  thereby  aflfected. 


Governor  Willis  of  Ohio   Makes    Sugges- 
tions for  Fire  Prevention  Day 

I  urge  the  removal  from  public  institutions, 
dwellings,  factories,  stores  and  yards,  of  all 
trash  which  might  be  set  afire  by  sparks 
or  matches ; 

That  stoves,  grates,  furnaces  and  flues  be 
inspected  and  made  safe; 

That  fire  drills  be  had  in  college  dormi- 
tories, state  institutions  and  factories ; 

That  municipal  authorities,  through  the 
always  helpful  newspapers  tell  the  import- 
ance of  a  clean-up  day,  and  promise  that  all 
rubbish  placed  upon  street  or  alley  shall  be 
removed  without  cost  to  the  tenant,  and 
that  they  have  the  police,  and  especially  the 
fire  departments,  aid  in  the  work  by  giving 
advice. 

Appreciating  the  impressibility  of  the 
mind  in  youtli,  I  recommend  that  the  super- 
intendent of  each  school  require  a  fire  drill 
on  Friday,  the  day  preceding  the  date  of 
Fire  Prevention  Day,  and  tliat  each  teacher 
be  instructed  to  explain  to  his  pupils  the 
advantage  and  necessity  for  the  work  to 
which  tlie  following  day  is  dedicated,  using 
facts  which  doubtless  will  be  printed  in  the 
newspapers  of  that  time. 


Example  of  the  Desirability    of  Business 
Insurance 

Only  a  few  weeks  ago  in  Canada  there 
was  a  noteworthy  example  of  the  advantage 
of  business  insu'-ance.  Without  mentioning 
names,  the  principal  facts  will  be  stated. 
Fifteen  years  ago  a  Canadian  company  had 
insured  the  life  of  an  important  official  of  a 
large  corporation  on  the  endowment  plan. 
The  day  it  fell  due  a  check  for  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  handed  to  the  corpora- 
tion, and  in  these  war  times,  when  money 
is  less  available  than  ordinarily  in  Canada, 
the  transaction  created  some  comment. 

For  our  purposes,  as  emphasizing  the 
importance  of  business  protection,  it  is 
enough  to  point  out  the  especial  value  whicii 
this  policy  had,   coming  in  its    maturity    at 


probably  the  most  opportune  time  that  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  select  had  the 
option  of  choice  been  open.  While  an  en- 
dowment policy  is  not  usually  the  form 
that  is  chosen  for  such  service,  under  the 
prevailing  conditions  it  was  particularly 
fortunate  that  so  large  a  sum  in  cash  was 
available,  and  great  impetus  must  have 
been  given  to  the  treasury  of  the  beneficiary. 
Union  Mutual. 


Railway  Accident 

A  Union  Pacific  Railway  motor  train 
plunged  through  a  bridge  near  Randolph, 
Kan.  Of  the  65  persons  in  the  car  only  4 
escaped  unhurt;  11  were  killed,  mostly 
drowned.  A  .3-inch  rain  had  undermined 
the  abutment,  and  the  creek  was  high. 

Why  did  not  this  railway  have  every 
bridge  inspected  after  so  unusual  a  rain? 


Very  startling  longevity  figures  are  those 
of  the  Travelers,  showing  the  death  of  68 
percent  of  its  policyholders  within  the  first 
twenty  years  of  insurance.  Within  five 
years  about  20  percent  die.  In  other  words, 
of  five  selected  lives,  sound  and  well  when 
accepted  today,  one  will  die  within  five 
years.  Of  100  accepted  risks  enrolled  today 
as  policyholders,  37  will  die  within  ten 
years:  68  will  die  within  tw'enty  years.  Of 
the  oO  people  you  know  today,  young  man, 
.35  will  be  dead  in  19.36.  What  shadows 
we  are  and  what  shadows  we  pursue! 


The  register  of  agents  who  visit  the 
Hartford  Fire  booth  at  the  Exposition  gives 
one  a  good  idea  of  the  wide  range  of  terri- 
tory from  which  visitors  hail.  As  Hartford, 
Chicago,  Boston,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin, 
Iowa,  Vermont,  Kansas,  Tennessee,  Arkan- 
sas, Oklaiioma,  \orth  Carolina,  Kentucky, 
St.  Louis,  ]S'ebraska,  New  York,  Texas, 
Alabama,  Georgia,  and  all  the  states  of  the 
Pacitic  West. 


The  Union  Mutual  Life  has  recently  paid 
$176,659  death  claims,  of  which  the  amount 
paid  in  this  field  was  §12,000.  This  is  a 
good  square  company. 
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California— WestphaW  et  al.  v.  Metropolitan 

Life  Ins.  Co.,  151  P.  K.  159 
Representations 

By  Insured 

A  statement  by  insured  tliat  he  did  not 
have  fits  or  convulsions,  when  in  fact  he 
was  an  epileptic,  was  material ;  materiality 
being  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  insurer 
exacted  a  statement  not  only  as  to  whether 
apphcant  was  subject  to  fits,  but  as  to 
whether  he  was  in  sound  health  or  suflFering 
from  any  physical  or  mental  infirmity. 

Statements  were  none  the  less  representa- 
tions, and  not   merely  statements,   because 
they  were  in  the  form  of  a  statement  and 
not  calling  for  answer.'^. 
Knowledge 

of  Agent 

Where  policy  provided  that  no  statements 
made  by  or  to  the  solicitor  should  be  bind- 
hig  on  the  company  unless  such  statements 
were  in  writing  and  presented  to  the  oflicers 
of  the  company  at  the  home  oflice,  who 
alone,  it  was  agreed,  had  authority  to 
determine  whether  a  policy  should  issue, 
any  knowledge  or  information  obtained  by 
the  medical  examiner  or  solicitor  contrary 
to  the  written  statements  in  the  application 
could  not  bind  the  company  or  constitute  a 
waiver  as  to  false  statements  voluntarily 
made  in  the  application. 

Georgia' — Deacon  v.  Equitable  Life    Assur. 

Society.  86  S.  E.  Rep.  91,  October  2, '  15. 
Contracts 

With  Agents 

E.  F.  Deacon  and  the  Equitable  Life 
Assurance  Society  entered  into  a  contract 
which  provided  that  it  might  "be  ter- 
minated by  either  party  by  a  notice  in 
writing  delivered  personally,  or  mailed  to 
tlie  other  party  at  the  last  known  address, 
at  least  30  days  before  the  date  therein  fixed 
for  such  termination."  The  contract  is 
plain  and  unambiguous  in  its  terms,  and 
provides,  among  other  things,  that  ''the 
society  shall  have  the  right  to  deduct  from 
renewal  commissions  hereunder  2  percent  of 


renewal  premiums  paid  when  second  party 
is  not  representing  it  as  agent  under  written 
contract."  The  contract  was  legally  term- 
inated in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  between  the  parties,  and  after 
its  termination  the  assurance  society  de- 
ducted from  the  renewal  premiums  paid  to 
its  former  agent  2  percent,  in  accordance 
with  the  provision  above  recited.  The 
agent  sued  for  amounts  so  deducted,  and 
the  trial  court  found  in  favor  of  the  defend- 
ant. Held,  the  court  did  not  err  in  finding 
for  the  defendant  on  the  agreed  statement 
of  facts.— 86  S.  E.  91. 

Unlawful 

Contracts 
Where  a  school  district  to  secure  bonds 
entered  into  unlawful  contracts  for  policies 
on  the  lives  of  persons  on  which  it  had  no 
insurable  interest,  it  cannot,  having  been 
required  to  pay  notes  given  for  the  prem- 
iums, recover  the  amounts  back  from  the 
insurer.  —  Security  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Little,  ITS  S.  AV.  418. 

Change  of 

Beneficiary 

If  the  right  to  change  the  beneficiary  is 
not  given  by  the  policy  or  by  statute,  the 
beneficiary  named  takes  a  vested  interest  in 
the  policy. 

Where  policy  provides  that  the  beneficiary 
may  only  be  changed  by  the  consent  of  the 
company  indorsed  on  the  policy,  a  change 
of  beneficiary  cannot  be  made  until  such 
conditions  are  complied  with. 

Failure  of  insured  to  deliser  policy  while 
attempting  to  change  l^eneficiary  held  not 
to  prevent  the  new  beneficiary  from  recover- 
ing as  equitable  assignee. 

After  Paying 

to  one  Complainant 
An  insurer  that  has  paid  an  ainonnt  due 
under  a  i«jlicy  to  one  claimant  after  having 
been  sued  l)y  another,  cannot  defend  on 
the  ground  of  payment  and  leave  complain- 
ant to  bring  a  supplemental  bill  against  the 
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party  receiving  the  payment. — O'Donnell  v. 
Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Co.,  95  A.  289. 

False 

Statement 

Whether  any  particular  false  statement 
by  the  insured  in  his  application  shall  avoid 
the  policy,  of  which  it  is  made  a  part,  de- 
pends upon  the  intention  of  the  parties  re- 
specting such  statement.  —  Baltimore  Life 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Floyd,  94  A.  515. 

"Warranty"  held  an  agreement  consti- 
tuting part  of  contract  of  insurance,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  "representation,"  which  is 
a  statement  incidental  or  collateral  thereto. 
94  A.  515. 

Statement  in  application  for  policy  of  life 
insurance  that  the  beneficiary  was  the  ap- 
plicant's uncle  held  not  intended  as  a 
warranty,  the  falsity  of  which  would  relieve 
from  liability  on  the  policy. — Id. 


Under  policy  of  life  insurance  making 
statements  in  application  part  of  the  policy, 
held,  that  it  was  not  intended  that  insured's 
false  statement  as  to  the  relationship  of  the 
beneficiary,  immaterial  to  the  risk,  should 
be  a  warranty  which  would  avoid  the  policy. 
Id. 

Insured's 

Estate 

Sums  paid  to  the  administrator  of  the 
insured  after  the  death  of  the  last  bene- 
ficiary of  a  trust  in  the  proceeds  of  a  life 
policy  held  assets  of  the  insured's  estate. — 
Sherman  v.  Howes,  94  A.  490. 

Unpaid  License 

A  life  insurance  premium  note  held  not 
void,  on  the  ground  that  the  agent  receiv- 
ing same  had  not  registered  and  paid  his 
state  license  tax.— 86  S.  E.  233,  Oct.  9,  1915. 


Accident  and  Liability  Insurance  in  HigH  Courts 


California — Frankfort  M.,  A.  &  P.  G.  Ins. 
Co.  v.  California  Artistic  Metal  &  Wire 
Co.,  151  P.  R.  176,  Sept.  20. 

Inspection 

of  Books 

Where  plaintiff  insurer  and  defendant 
had  entered  into  certain  contracts  of  em- 
ployer's liability  insurance,  wherein  the 
premiums  to  be  paid  were  at  the  rate  of  2 
percent  of  the  compensation  paid  to  work- 
men in  and  about  defendant's  plant,  and  of 
1  percent  of  the  compensation  paid  to  out- 
side workmen,  and  defendant  had  assumed 
the  duty  of  keeping  records  of  such  pay 
rolls,  but  refused  to  allow  plaintiff  to  inspect 
the  books  in  order  to  determine  the  prem- 
iums to  be  paid,  equity  has  jurisdiction  to 
compel  a  discovery;  such  discovery  being 
necessary  to  determine  the  rights  of  the 
parties. 

Schedules 

on  Back 

Reference  to  schedules  of  warranties  on 
back  of  policy  make  such  warranties  part 
of  the  contract. 


Bind 

the  Acceptor 

Acceptance  by  one  party  of  a  paper  signed 
by  the  other  only,  purporting  to  embody 
terms  of  contract  between  the  two,  bind 
both  acceptor  and  signer. 

Policies 

Covered  All 

Where  insured  failed  to  keep  a  separate 
account  of  inside  and  outside  workmen  and 
refused  to  exhibit  its  books,  such  conduct 
was  a  construction  that  policies  covered  all 
employees. 

Blood 

Poisoning 

Under  an  insurance  policy  covering  death 
resulting  "directly  from  the  accident," 
death  from  blood  poisoning  caused  by  an 
accident,  either  external  or  internal,  would 
be  the  direct  result  of  the  accident. — Thomp- 
son V.  Columbian  Xat.  Life  Ins.  Co.,  95  A. 
229. 

(  Continued  on  page  438  ) 
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— Arson  Charge 

is  made  against  William  L.  Williamson  of 
127  Montgomery  street,  San  Francisco.  He 
is  under  arrest  at  Xapa,  and  is  out  on  $6,000 
bond,  to  appear  on  October  15.  It  is  said 
that  Williamson  told  Wm.  H.  Banta  that 
he  had  (on  Island  No.  2,  Xapa  creek) 
insured  275  tons  of  poor  hay  for  $11  a  ton 
and  would  pay  him  $50  for  setting  it  on  fire. 
The  plan  to  burn  five  tons  experimentally 
and  "catch"  Williamson  "failed,"  the 
entire  lot  being  burned.  Williamson  says 
the  story  is  a  frame-up.  A  year  ago  W. 
collected  $5,425  for  hay  burned.  A  suit,  it 
is  said,  may  be  brought  to  recover  this  sum 
from  W.  Whether  these  charges  are  the 
outgrowth  of  a  business  quarrel  or  not 
remains  to  be  seen. 

William  H.  Banta,  husband  of  the  former 
Mrs.  David  T.  Hanbury,  is  the  man  who 
confesses  he  set  fire  to  the  hay  on  Island 
Xo.  2  in  the  San  Joaquin  river  delta  in 
order  to  trap  Williamson. 

Williamson  is  out  on  $6,000  bail,  to  ap- 
pear Oct.  19  at  Napa.  He  is  a  prominent 
stock  raiser  and  has  resided  in  this  city  for 
some  time.  According  to  the  allegations, 
Williamson  and  Banta  are  supposed  to  have 
entered  into  a  plot  to  burn  the  hay,  Wil- 
liamson to  collect  the  insurance  and  Banta 
to  revenge  himself  on  Williamson  following 
the  quarrels  between  the  two. 

— William  Sexton's  Book  "Fire  Insurance" 
H.  B.  Mariner,  uninager  of  The  First  Trust 
Co.  of  Hilo,  T.  H.,  writes:  "I have  read  Mr. 
Sexton's  book  with  much  interest  and  recom- 
mend it  to  any  agent  wishing  to  conduct  his 
agency  in  a  proper  manner.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  subscribe  to  anything  which  may 
be  said  in  commendation  of  this  original  and 
practical  book." 

— Life  Conservation  Day — Tuesday,  October  12 
Briefly,  the  exercises  oi  the  day  are  to  con- 
sist of  an  automobile  parade  to  the  Exposi- 
tion grounds,  where  exercises  will  be  held 
designed  to  instruct  the  public  in  the  con- 
servation work  being  performed  by  insur- 
ance influences.  Two  of  the  speakers  wlio 
will  a<ldre*s  the  meeting  on  the  grounds  are 
litV  insurance  men,  being  Dr.   Frederick   P. 


Hoffman  of  the  Prudential,  and  Allies  M. 
Dawson,  a  Xew  York  actuary. 

—California  A.  O.  U.  W. 

grand  lodge  has  been  "in  debris"  for  many 
years,  struggling  for  life  with  the  help  of 
the  home  grand  lodge.  Outstanding  death 
claims  now  amount  to  about  $300,000, 
Years  ago  the  California  grand  Barnes- 
stormer  declared  that  never,  no  never, 
would  the  death  rate  exceed  10  per  1,000. 
And  now  the  death  rate  is  so  great  that  it 
is  not  hoped  the  present  death  claims  due 
will  all  be  paid  under  five  years.  What- 
ever is  to  be  done  with  the  claims  accumu- 
lating meantime  is  not  whispered.  Members 
aged  65  or  more  will  be  charged  with  the 
deficiency  of  inadequate  rates — which  means 
a  large  deduction  from  promised  benefits  or 
a  freeze-out.  For  years  the  Coast  Review 
has  been  sounding  warnings  against  the  A. 
0.  U.  W. 

— California  State  Board  of  Health 
sends  out  a  warning  of  the  present  danger 
to  which  school-children  are  exposed  by 
the  prevalence  of  measels,  whooping-cough, 
scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria.  Foolish  par- 
ents, it  seems,  deliberately  expose  their 
children  to  whooping-cough  and  measels, 
"to  catch  them  and  have  them  over  with," 
at  an  age  when  the  danger  is  greatest.  By 
deferring  these  diseases  to  age  5  or  more 
the  death  rate  may  be  greatly  lowered. 
During  1914  there  was  8,852  cases  of  measles 
in  California  and  150  deaths,  and  2,595  cases 
of  whooping-cough  and  305  deaths. 

— U.  S.  Circuit  Court  Decision 
Sellers  of  property  held  not  entitled  to  insur- 
ance placed  thereon  by  the  buyers,  the 
original  agreement  of  sale  having  been 
superseded  by  a  chattel  mortgage,  and 
hence,  the  buyers  being  insolvent,  a  pay- 
ment of  the  insurance  money  to  the  sellers 
constifited  a  preference. — 224  F.  847. 

— Federal  Court  on  Brokers 
A  broker  pleading,  as  one  cause  of  action, 
the  reasonable  value  of  his  services,  may 
show  and  recover  the  same,  though  there 
was  no  express  promise,  if  there  was  an 
agency  and  an  appropriation  of  his  service^ 
thereunder.— 224  F.  892. 
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— The  Pacific  Coast  Fire  Chiefs 

re-eleoted  San  Francisco's  fire  chief,  Thomas 

R.  Murphy,  as  its  president  for  the  ensuing 

year. 

—To  San  Francisco  Manager 
Take  one- fourth  of  your  losses  up  to  October 
1  of  this  year;  add  that  to  your  total  and 
rest  assured  that  according  to  15  years'  ex- 
perience the  sum  total  will  be  about  your 
1915  total  of  Coast  losses. 
—Medal  Play 

The  American  Life  Convention  visited  the 
Court  of  Abundance  at  the  Fair,  October  4, 
and  were  officially  greeted  on  the  home 
stretch.  President  E.  W.  Randall  was  pre- 
sented with  the  Fair  medal. 

— Marine  Loss 

The  steam  schooner  Graywood  sank, 
October  3,  after  being  abandoned  when  in  a 
sinking  condition,  inside  of  Puget.  The 
cargo,  lumber  and  ore,  was  valued  at  $400,- 
030  and  the  schooner  at  $90,000. 

—  The  Golf 

tournament  and  dinner  of  the  Casualty  and 
Surety  Club  of  New  York  is  to  be  held  at 
Glen  Ridge  Country  Club  on  October  7, 
where  "its  always  fair  weather  where  good 
felluws  get  together,  to  play  golf,  dine, 
reminisce  of  the  mights-have-been,  Auld- 
Lang-Syne." 
— Items 

Joe  Warner  has  opened  an  oSice  in  San 
Francisco  as  independent  adjuster.  He  is 
suave,  experienced  and  competent,  with  an 
excellent  record  as  a  field  man  too.  No 
doubt  he  will  meet  with  the  success  he 
deserves — but  some  company  will  thereby 
lose  the  services  of  a  first  class  special  agent. 
Mr.  Warner  was  for  a  long  time  a  special 
for  the  California  and  was  later  assistant 
secretary. 

Herb  Keith  lias  been  appointed  under- 
writing manager  for  the  Vulcan.  This  is  a 
good  appointment,  as  Mr.  Keith  is  a  man  of 
experience  and  good  judgment.  For  years 
he  was  a  counterman  for  the  North  British 
in  San  Francisco  and  also  had  oflSce  and 
general  experience  which  fit  him  for  his 
new  position.  There  were  about  five  appli- 
cants for  the  position. 


— Marine 

In  England  the  Atlanta  Marine  &  General 
has  been  registered,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000. 

Hunting  is  a  Change  of  Occupation 
The  Washington  supreme  (^ourt  on  Septem- 
ber 13  decided  in  favor  of  the  National 
Casualty  Co.,  which  declined  to  pay  a  claim 
in  full  because  the  insured  drug  clerk  was 
killed  while  duck  hunting  with  friends. 
This  was  a  change  of  occupation,  it  held, 
and  reduced  the  compensation  to  about  one- 
fifth. 

— Items 

Chapman  &  Nauman  have  been  appointed 
California  agents  for  the  Germania  Fire. 

Canadian  agents  of  the  ^tna  are  now 
reporting  direct  to  the  home  office  in  Hart- 
ford. This  includes  the  Coast  provinces 
which  have  heretofore  reported  to  San 
Francisco.  A  new  field  man  will  be 
appointed  for  the  latter  field. 

Down  in  Los  Angeles  Gen.  W.  A..  Wood 
is  in  charge  of  the  agency  of  the  West 
Coast-San  Francisco  Life  Ins.  Co. 

The  state  university  at  Seattle  is  giving 
insurance  lectures  to  budding  underwriters. 

Ohio  refuses  to  allow  dentists,  doctors 
and  druggists  to  protect  themselves  with 
defense  insurance.  Ohio  has  been  going 
backward  for  some  time. 

Our  Julius  Bohm  has  organized  the  Home 
Indemnity  fidelity  company  in  New  York 
city. 

The  Casualty  Co.  of  America  has  made 
Chas  R.  Simpson  with  a  p  its  Coast  man- 
ager. He  has  been  with  several  companies 
here. 

Sam  B.  Stoy  has  been  elected  one  of  the 
vice  presidents  of  the  new  London  &  Lanca- 
shire Indemnity  Co.  of  New  York. 

The  California  Inspection  Rating  Bureau 
has  been  organized  in  San  Francisco,  with 
W.  Chowen  as  its  manager.  Dave  Duncan 
and  John  Robertson,  champion  golfers,  are 
on  the  governing  committee.  They  are 
good  drivers  and  always  land  near  the  pin. 

Manager  George  Hoadley  is  visiting  the 
East, 
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(  Continued  from  page  435  ) 
Washington— Green  v.  National  Casualty  Co. , 

151  P.  R.  509 
Change 

of  Occupation 

Where  a  drug  clerk's  accident  insurance 
policy  provided  that,  if  insured  was  injured 
while  doing  any  act  pertaining  to  any  more 
dangerous  hazard,  in  which  class  it  placed 
that  of  hunter,  professional  or  amateur,  the 
insurer's  liability  should  be  for  a  less 
amount,  and  insured  was  shot  on  a  hunting 
trip,  while  rowing  a  boat  across  a  river  with 
two  companions,  who  were  engaged  in 
shooting  ducks,  the  gun's  discharge  being 
caused  when  a  dog  jumped  from  the  boat 
to  retrieve  a  duck,  the  beneficiary  of  the 
policy  could  recover  only  for  the  lesser 
amount,  since  the  accident  occurred  while 
the  deceased  was  temporarily  engaged  in 
hunting,  although  he  himself  personally 
was  engaged  in  rowing  when  shot. 

Liability  for 

Fatal  Injury 

An  accident  insurance  policy,  providing 
that,  if  insured  was  injured,  while  "per- 
forming temporarily  or  otherwise  any  act 
pertaining  to  any  more  dangerous  hazard  or 
exposure,"  contained  alimitation  of  liability 
paragraph,  in  some  only  of  the  clauses  of 
which,  after  the  word  "injury,"  the  words 
"fatal  or  otherwise"  were  used.  Held, 
that  there  could  be  a  recovery  for  a  fatal 
accident  while  engaged  in  a  more  hazardous 
occupation. 

Manual  Referred  to 
in  Policy 

Where  the  agent  who  wrote  an  accident 
insurance  policy  testified  that  he  was  such, 
that  the  manual  for  the  classification  of 
hazards,  was  that  used  intiie  business,  that 
it  was  in  force  and  published  when  he  wrote 
the  policy,  and  that  the  manual  referred  to 
in  the  policy  was  the  one  introduced  in  evi- 
dence, such  manual  was  properly  admitte<l, 
since,  where  one  paper  refers  to  another  for 
its  terms,  it  is  the  same  as  though  the  words 
of  the  one  referred  to  were  inserted  in  the 
former. — Pacific  Reporter,  Oct.  4,  '15. 


Must  Attach  to  Policy 

Under  Rev.  St.  1911,  arts.  4951,  49.5.3,  the 
effect  of  failure  to  attach  application  and 
questions  and  answers  to  a  policy  is  to  ex- 
clude them  from  the  contract.  —  17S  S.  W. 
1050. 

Liability  of  Sub-Agent 

Under  his  contract  a  sub-agent  held  to 
become  indebted  to  agent,  as  for  money 
received  to  his  account,  for  the  full  amount 
of  the  agent's  proportion  of  the  premiums 
on  all  policies  sold  by  the  sub-agent  and 
confirmed  and  issued  by  the  insurance 
company.- — 69  So.  4.i6. 

"The  plaintiff's  denial  of  sub-agent's 
right  to  collect  premium  notes  and  his 
undertaking  to  collect  them  directly  from 
the  policyholders  held  to  estop  him  from 
charging  the  sub-agent  therewith. 

The  sub-agent,  consenting  to  the  agent's 
interference  in  his  collection  of  premiums, 
could  not  make  it  the  basis  of  a  claim  for 
damages  by  way  of  set-oflT. — Same. 


Delinquent  But  in  Good  Standing 

Where  a  fraternal  benefit  association  lias 
led  a  member  to  believe  tiiat  prompt  pay- 
ment of  assessments  will  not  be  insisted 
upon,  the  member  will  be  deemed  to  be  in 
good  standing  for  such  reasonable  time  alter 
delinquency  as  was  custf)mariiy  allowed 
him  in  whicii  to  pay. — 151  P.  428. 

Where  a  fraternal  benefit  association  has 
waived  prompt  payment  of  dues,  that  a 
payment  delinquent  upon  the  death  of  a 
member  has  never  been  made  will  not  bar 
recovery  upon  the  certificate. — Same. 


Funny,  "ain't"  it?  that  the  more  fire 
prevention  days  are  called  by  governors, 
the  greater  the  fire  loss. 

Tlie  language  of  a  people  is  said  to  reflect 
their  inner  or  inherited  from  way-back  soul 
nature.  Tliere  are  great  fimdauiental  difler- 
ences  in  human  speech  and  its  gradual 
changes. 

Fire  losses  in  the  United  Kingdom  appear 
to  run  about  $25,01)0,000  yearly,  or  ai)ont 
one-twelth  of  the  total  in  our  wooden  l)uild- 
ing  and  cedar  shingle  country. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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SERVICE  PERFORMED  BY  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANIES 

From  a  Paper  by  Haley  Fiske,   Vice  President  Metropolikin  Life  Insurance  Company,  Read  at 
the  World's  Insurance  Congress,  San  Francisco,  Octobers 

Consider    first    how    widespread    in    the      mendous   extent   of   life 


community  is  the  insurance  of  lives.  At 
the  end  of  1914  there  were  40,391,856  poli- 
cies in  force  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  as  compared  with  a  population  of, 
say,  110,000,000.  We  estimate  that  these 
forty  millions  of  policies  were  upon 
twenty-five  to  thirty  millions  of  lives,  and, 
therefore,  that  about  a  quarter  of  the 
population  is  insured.  These  are  the  fig- 
ures of  244  regular  reserve  companies. 
The  insurance  in  force  was  $22,342,611,750. 
The  companies  are  exceedingly  active  and 
energetic  in  prosecuting  the  business. 
There  was  a  gain  of  nearly  two  and  a 
half  millions  in  number  and  nearly  two 
billions  of  dollars  in  amount  of  insurance 
in  force  during  the  year  1914. 

To  realize  the  significance  of  these  fig- 
ures, consider  next  what  life  insurance  is. 
Fundamentally  it  is  the  association  of 
numbers  of  people  who  realize  that  while 
nothing  is  more  certain  than  death,  noth- 
ing is  more  uneertai)i  for  each  healthy 
individual  than  the  date  of  death;  that 
death  is  a  pecuniary  loss  to  the  de- 
pendents; that  there  is  a  necessity  to  tide 
over  a  period  during  which  new  adjust- 
ments can  be  made  in  the  lives  of  the 
survivors;  that  for  this  period  assistance 
is  needed.  The  contributions  of  these 
numbers  of  people  go  into  a  fund  out  of 
which  this  help  is  furnished.  Though  the 
date  of  the  individual  death  is  uncertain, 
the  number  of  deaths  in  the  year  among 
the  contributors  is  quite  certain.  There  is, 
therefore,  a  mathematical  relation  estab- 
lished between  the  amount  agreed  to  be 
contributed  and  the  amount  of  the  fund 
to  be  drawn  upon  death.  The  uncertainty 
of  the  date  of  death  makes  life  insurance 
a  verj'  human  thing.  It  used  to  be  called 
a  gamble.  Surely  it  is  not  that.  We  have 
a  right,  after  all  these  years  and  the  tre- 


insurance,  to  say 
that  the  system  is  the  result  of  conscious 
mutual  helpfulness.  It  is  a  social  in- 
stitution. The  family  which  draws  a 
death  benefit  after  a  single  premium  is 
not  drawing  charity.  The  obligation  of 
the  holder  of  the  policy  was  undertaken 
in  good  faith  with  the  view  of  helping 
others,  and  the  help  from  others  arising 
from  the  unexpected  death  is  the  mere  ful- 
filment of  an  obligation  which  was  recip- 
rocal. No  doubt  when  a  man  insures  his 
life  he  does  it  to  protect  his  family  in 
the  event  of  his  death;  but  he  neither  ex- 
pects nor  desires  his  own  death,  and  he 
has  a  consciousness  that  he  is  making  a 
mutual  bargain  to  give  or  take  help  as 
the  event  may  prove.  Life  insurance  is, 
therefore,  a  brotherhood  whose  operations 
are  intensely  practical. 

These  companies  distributed  during 
1914,  $527,535,935.  Somebody  has  said  this 
is  over  one-half  of  the  national  debt. 
Think  of  the  excitement  the  Government 
would  arouse  if  it  undertook  to  pay  its 
debt  in  a  single  year!  Think  of  the  taxa- 
tion necessary  to  enable  the  Government 
to  do  such  a  thing.  Yet  the  distribution 
by  life  companies  of  over  half  of  a  billion 
dollars  in  a  year  causes  no  comment.  It 
enters  into  the  common  life  of  the  peo- 
ple, affecting  enormous  numbers  of  them. 
We  may  take  it  that  this  money  went  to 
the  families  of  nearly  a  million  persons, 
and,  therefore,  affected  four  or  five  mil- 
lions of  individuals.  And  this  is  an  an- 
nual experience.  Multiply  it  by  ten  years 
and  consider  what  a  common  daily  ex- 
perience is  the  knowledge  by  our  people 
of  the  results  of  this  system  of  associa- 
tion for  mutual  help. 

It  would  be  mere  commonplace  to  dwell 
upon  the  good  done  by  this  enormous  dis- 
tribution of  money,  in  relieving  want,  pay- 
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ing  debts,  furnishing  future  support. 

It  is  probable  that  35  per  cent  of  these 
assets  are  loaned  on  l)onds  and  mortgages. 
That  means  that  communities  have  been 
built  up  by  insurance  funds.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  10  per  cent  of  the  funds  are 
invested  in  state,  county  and  municipal 
bonds  and  bonds  of  public  improvements. 
That  means  that  communities  have  been 
developed  and  sustained,  and  have  been 
furnished  with  the  convenience  of  modern 
life  and  with  material  facilities  for  the 
education  of  children  by  the  insurance 
companies.  This  constructive  work  is  con- 
tinuous. Under  the  reserve  system  of  in- 
surance more  than  four-fifths  of  the  as- 
sets are  subject  to  reserve  liabilities — the 
total  reserves  of  the  companies  amounted 
to  over  four  and  a  third  billions  of  dol- 
lars at  the  end  of  1914.  The  investments 
are  stable.  They  increase  automatically, 
like  the  rolling  of  a  snowball.  More  than 
three-quarters  of  the  semi-annual  inter- 
est receipts  are  added  to  the  reserve  and 
in  turn  invested  and  held.  Moreover,  the 
investments  are  made  where  they  are  most 
needed.  This  arises  from  self-interest,  be- 
cause obviously  the  best  rate  of  interest 
is  obtained,  as  a  rule,  where  capital  is 
scarcest. 


Medical  Directors 


From  an  Insurance  Congress  Address  by  Dr.  W.  W, 
Beckett  of  the  Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  California 

Perhaps  no  association  represented  in 
this  convention  has  less  scope  than  has 
the  Association  of  Medical  Directors  for 
an  extension  of  its  usefulness  so  as  to 
bring  about  better  understanding  of  in- 
surance, and  its  service  among  the  masses. 
The  studies  of  our  association  are  neces- 
sarily along  highly  technical  lines,  and  its 
publications  of  a  corresponding  character. 
There  is,  however,  a  medium  for  popular 
education  available  to  it  and  one  which 
is  not  employed  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tend. I  refer  to  the  organs  of  the  many 
life  insurance  companies  which  monthly 
reach  millions  of  policyholders  and  others 


interested  in  life  insurance.  A  better  im- 
derstanding  of  the  medical  side  of  life 
insurance  might  be  conveyed  to  great  num- 
bers through  these  publications  with  de- 
sirable results  by  means  of  articles 
couched  in  terms  comprehensible  by  the 
layman. 

The  activities  of  medical  directors  are 
essentially  directed  toward  reduction  of 
losses,  and,  consequently,  reduction  of 
cost  to  the  insured.  We  can  not,  how- 
ever, play  an  important  part  in  reduction 
of  the  expenses  of  management,  except  in- 
so  far  as  the  economical  conduct  of  our 
particular  departments  is  concerned.  In 
this  connection  I  may  add  that  there  is 
no  department  of  a  life  insurance  company 
in  which  expert  and  elEcient  service  is  of 
such  vital  consequence  as  it  is  in  the 
medical  department.  Economies,  as,  for 
example,  through  the  curtailment  of  fees 
for  examinations,  may,  by  inducing  poor 
service,   ha^■e   the  most   costly  effect. 


Who  Owns  the  Equitable    Surplus? 

The  unassigned  surplus  of  the  Pkjuitable 
Life  was  on  December  31,  1914,  $9,284,005. 
The  capital  is  $100,000.  The  amount  await- 
ing apportionment  was  $62,148,865,  due 
holders  of  deferred  dividend  policies.  Of 
this,  $7,067,757  is  payable  this  year.  The 
ownership  of  the  actual  surplus  may  yet  be 
determined  by  the  courts.  It  is  generally 
assumed  that  tiie  stockholders  own  it,  and 
that  it  is  for  this  reason  that  Capitalist  Du 
Pont,  the  powder  and  ammunition  man,  paid 
something  like $4,000,000  for  the  controlling 
$51,000  capital  stock. 


The  monthly  income  policy  of  the  San 
Francisco  Life  has  been  discontinued  by  the 
new  West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life,  as  t})e 
guaranteed  bonus  policy  is  believed  to  be  a 
better  contract  for  the  policyholder  and  the 
agent.  The  new  company  is  doing  well  and 
has  recovered  from  the  eflfects  of  the  tem- 
porary adverse  conditions. 


The  Northwestern    ^Mutual  Life   will    not 
insure  Gernuvns  or  other  foreigners. 


From  Coa^  Review    Extras 
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Metropolitan     Dinner    to    Visiting    Insur- 
ance  Commissioners 

Tlie  national  convention  of  state  insur- 
ance commissioners,  in  Monterey,  Cal., 
where  tlie  sea  soothes  and  the  golf  ball  flies, 
brought  from  the  East  and  the  West  and 
the  North  and  the  South  a  bunch  of  brainy 
if  not  brawny  statesmen  who  have  been 
cramming  for  this  annual  examination. 
When  they  came  back  up  to  San  Francisco, 
to  see  the  Fair,  the  Pacific  head  office  of 
the  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Co.  tendered 
these  weary  gentlemen  and  their  wives  a 
dinner  on  the  Zone.  Of  course  the  invita- 
tion was  accepted.  There  was  a  condition, 
however,  which  was — that  there  should  be 
no  after-dinner  speeches.  Whether  this 
unusual  condition  was  imposed  by  the 
visitors  or  by  Manager  Scott  has  not  been 
disclosed.  The  Big  Geyser  (not  geezer)  did 
all  the  spouting. 

The  ladies  were  there,  in  happy  voice  and 
fine  array.  Tiiey  did  not  iiesitate  to  say 
they  admired  Mr.  Gibson,  who  held  the 
post  of  honor  at  the  door.  Mr.  Fishback, 
said  one  lady,  looks  like  President  Cleve- 
land and  smiles  like  President  Taft.  Cer- 
tainly, nobody  overlooked  Commissioner 
Fishback.  The  dinner  was  good,  and  wit 
and  wine  sparkled. 

Toastmaster  Scott  finally  relented  and 
permitted  the  commissioner  and  the  ex- 
commissioner  from  Michigan  to  voice  the 
general  feeling  of  good  fellowship.  Barry 
told  a  jolly  good  new  story,  and  Winship 
was  his  successor. 

Great  Scott!  how  well  the  Metropolitan 
Life  does  these  things. 


fraud  refused  to  pay  more.     A  tricky  agent 
caused  the  trouble. 


Centenarian 

At  Toppenish,  Wash.,  Ma-mi-eth  Hash- 
Neth,  Indian  woman  member  of  the  Klicki- 
tat branch  of  tlie  Yakima  tribe,  died  this 
week  aged  113.  That  13  is  always  unlucky, 
otherwise  Mrs.  Hash-Neth  might  have  lived 
to  the  green  age  of  123. 


At  Spokane  the  National  Life  lost  to  Edna 
Lindstrom  who  sued  for  §1,000  insurance 
on  the  life  of  her  late  husband.  The  com- 
pany had  paid  $100  but  on   the  ground   of 


John  F.  Dryden  Joins  the  Prudential 

John  F.  Dryden,  2d,  grandson  of  former 
United  States  Senator  John  F.  Dryden,  has 
started  work  for  Tlie  Prudential  Insurance 
Company  of  Newark,  which  his  grandfather 
founded,  and  of  which  his  father,  Forrest 
F.  Dryden,  is  now  the  president.  He  will 
be  sent  out  into  the  field  as  an  inspector. 


Obituary. — Robertson  Macauly,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  life  insurance  men,  died 
at  Montreal  on  September  27.  Whoever 
has  kept  in  touch  with  life  insurance  prac- 
tice and  progress  is  familiar  with  Mr.  Ma- 
cauley's  record  and  services.  Sixty-one 
years  ago,  at  the  age  of  21,  he  came  to 
Canada  from  Scotland  and  joined  the  Canada 
Life.  In  1870  he  was  appointed  secretary 
of  the  Mutual  Life  of  the  Dominion.  In 
1874  he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  Sun 
Mutual  Life  of  Montreal,  now  the  Sun  Life 
Assurance  Co.  of  Canada,  and  later  became 
its  president,  and  held  that  position  when 
he  died  aged  82.  The  directors  fitly  say,  in 
a  resolution,  that  the  company  is  his  monu- 
ment. Few  men  equal  the  executive  record 
of  Mr.  Macaulay,  covering  forty-one  years  of 
success. 


Kingsley  is  looking  better  than  his  awful 
picture. 


Of  tlie  3,022  deaths  in  California  in  June 
1,829  were  males.  About  10  percent  were 
under  1  year;  23  percent  were  over  70. 
Deaths  between  ages  50  and  00  and  60  and 
70  are  about  the  same.  Twenty-three  per- 
cent of  the  dead  had  lived  in  California  for 
less  than  ten  years. 


T.  B.  Macaulay,  son  of  the  late  president, 
succeeds  the  father  as  president  of  the  Sun 
Life  of  Canada.  For  seven  years  he  has 
been  secretary  and  manager  of  this  leading 
Canadian  life  office.  He  is  a  fellow  of  the 
British  and  American  actuarial  societies. 
The  Coast  Review  has  at  different  times 
made  extended  quotations  from  his  valuable 
papers. 
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Relation  of  Fire   Insurance  to  Business 

Address  at  P.  P.  I.  E.  Insurance  Congress, 

October  8,  1915,  by  William 

Sexton 

I  am  flattered  by  being  permitted  to 
lay  before  this  greatest  Insurance  Con- 
gress known  in  the  history  of  insurance, 
the  fact  that  because  of  the  $185,000,000 
paid  by  the  fire  insurance  companies  of  the 
world,  for  the  earthquake-fire  losses,  and 
the  $250,000,000  in  policies  as  collateral 
security,  furnished  by  them  for  loans  on 
buildings  and  in  securing  credits  for  ma- 
terals  and  merchandise,  San  Francisco  was 
enabled  to  arise  "pheonix-like  from  its 
ashes"  and  to  excel  any  other  city  of  its 
size,  with  better  buildings,  with  larger 
and  finer  mercantile  establishments,  with 
bigger  banks,  with  greater  per  capita  bank 
deposits,  with  larger  newspapers,  with 
better  news  service,  and  with  better  fire 
protection  and  fire  departments,  and  its 
last  and  its  greatest  achievement,  the  pro- 
motion of  the  Panama-Pacific  Interna- 
tional Exx^osition. 

When  the  earthquake  of  April  18,  1906, 
quit  quaking  at  5:12  a.  m.  fires  started 
iu  various  parts  of  the  city;  the  damage 
by  the  earthquake  and  the  succeeding  fire 
was  reported  by  the  sub-committee — Ed- 
win Duryea,  Jr.,  James  W.  Eeid,  Wm. 
C'urlett,  Virgil  C.  Bogue,  Major  C.  M. 
McKinstry  and  Marsden  Manson — as: 

Water  main  breaks,  over  300;  all  city 
supply  mains  ruptured;  2932  acres  burned 
over;  28,188  buildings  burned;  674  lives 
lost. 

The  burned  area  was  double  that  of  the 
combined  area  of  the  great  London,  Chi- 
cago, Boston  and  Baltimore  fires. 

At  the  end  of  three  days'  fire  fighting, 
with  one  night's  rest,  the  men,  the  de- 
ncendants  of  the  men  and  the  successors 
of  the  men  who  fought  Indians  on  the 
desert  plains,  who  poled  dugout  canoes, 
fought     tropical     diseases    and     poisonous 


reptiles    on    the    Chagres    and    Nicaragua 

rivers,    and    who    fought    the    snowstorms, 

mountain   waves   and   wind   gales   of   Cape 

Horn, 

'Where    sailors'    eyes    could    see    a    shroud 

Hung  iu  the  folds  of  every  cloud." 

Men,  spelled  with  a  big  "M,"  who  knew 
no  such  word  as  fail,  put  their  shoulders 
to  the  wheel  and  with  the  aid  of  their  fire 
insurance  built  the  magnificent  San  Fran- 
cisco of  today. 

These  big  "M"  men  in  April.  1910, 
planned  the  Panama-Pacific  International 
Exposition,  subscribed  personally  $7,500,- 
000,  arranged  for  $5,000,000  from  the  city 
of  San  Francisco,  $5,000,000  from  the 
State  of  California  and  $2,500,000  from 
the  counties  of  California,  starting  the 
work  with  a  fund  of  $20,000,000. 

This  $20,000,000,  handled  by  a  board  of 
directors  and  officers  selected  on  the  merits 
of  financial  standing,  business  ability, 
wide  range  of  experience,  liberal  ideas  and 
unquestionable  reliability,  created  the 
greatest,  the  broadest  in  scope,  the  most 
artistic  in  design  and  setting,  the  most 
elegant  in  architecture,  the  most  economi- 
cal in  construction  and  the  most  conveni- 
ent in  operation  of  any  world's  exposition. 
They  also  constructed  this  beautiful,  use- 
ful and  lasting  auditorium  for  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

The  visitor  to  the  Fair  can  see  more 
and  learn  more  of  the  people  of  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth  and  more  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  land  and  sea,  farm  and  factory, 
for  a  $10  season  ticket  than  in  ten  years' 
travel  at  an  expense  of  $25,000. 

The  Fair  is  a  wonder.  The  men  who 
planned  it  and  carried  out  their  plans  are 
entitled  to  the  highest  praise  and  greatest 
credit  and  we  fire  insurance  men  are 
proud  to  know  that  we  were  a  remote  but 
a  very  important  factor  in  the  foundation 
of  the  pros]ierity  that  made  the  Fair  pos- 
sible and  that  we  are  at  this  time  an 
absolutely    uecessary   i;tctor  in  its  operat- 
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ing  economy  by  fuvnishing  indemnity 
security  against  loss  by  fire  on  the  enor- 
mous values  of  property  subject  to  the 
congested  frame  building  fire  hazard. 

This  short  talk  gives  you  some  idea  of 
the  relation  of  fire  insurance  to  business. 
The  great  questions  of  taxation,  super- 
vision and  other  legalized  burdens  that  all 
kinds  of  insurance  are  subject  to  will  be 
treated  by  the  speakers  who   succeed  me. 

I  thank  you  for  your  patience  and  at- 
tention. 


Governor  Johnson's  Firm  Stand 
The  I.  W.  W.,  a  socialistic  organization 
of  mentally  and  morally  oblique  work.-nen 
and  loafers,  has  been  conducting  a  cam- 
paign of  threats  and  arson  in  the  foolish 
expectation  of  influencing  the  Governor  of 
California  in  behalf  of  Ford  and  Suhr,  I.  W. 
W.  hop  rioters  now  umlergoing  a  sentence 
of  life  imprisonment  for  murder  in  the  sec- 
ond degree.  Cannery  and  hop  fires  in  the 
past  few  weeks  are  undoubtedly  due  to  this 
I.  W.  W.  criminal  propaganda. 

Governor  Johnson's  firm  declaration,  how- 
ever, has  not  yet  ended  this  incendiary  and 
boycotting  campaign.    He  says: 

"So  long  as  in  behalf  of  these  men,  the 
threats  of  injury  and  sabotage  continue, 
so  long  as  the  preachment  exists  in  their 
behalf  in  the  State  of  California,  so  long 
as  incendiarism  is  attempted,  I  will  neither 
listen  to  appeals  for  executive  clemency  in 
behalf  of  Ford  and  Suhr,  nor  in  any  fash- 
ion consider  the  shortening  of  their  terms 
of   imprisonment." 


The  I.  W.  W.  in  California 

The  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World,  an 
organization  of  inefficiency  and  criminality, 
first  came  into  prominence  on  this  Coast  by 
disorderly  conduct  in  the  mining  towns  of 
Xevada.  Later  the  members  of  this  alleged 
order,  who  are  opposed  to  order,  became  so 
obnoxious  in  San  Diego  that  they  were 
-driven  out  of  that  city.  Last  year  they 
rioted  in  the  hop  fields  of  Northern  Cali- 
fornia and  killed  the  District  Attorney,  a 
deputy  sheriff  and  three  workmen. 


We  have  heard  these  anarchist-socialists 
harangue  their  fellows  on  Grant  avenue,  San 
Francisco,  and  spout  contempt  of  the  law. 
"We  I.  W.  W.'s,"  said  one  speaker,  "care 
for  no  law;  we  break  e\ery  law  if  we  think 
we  can  safely  do  it." 

Two  of  the  hop-field  rioters.  Ford  and 
Suhr,  were  found  guiltj-  of  murder  in  the 
second  degree  and  sentenced  to  prison  for 
life.  Then  began  a  campaign  of  threats  by 
the  I.  W.  W.  Posters  on  gummed  paper 
were  stuck  up  everywhere  over  the  State. 
A  copy  of  one  of  these  incendiary  posters 
is  printed  elsewhere. 

"Ford  and  Suhr  must  be  freel"  There- 
fore a  general  boycott  was  placed  on  Cali- 
fornia industries,  especially  canneries.  These 
unlawful  posters  were  printed  in  a  union 
printery  and  bear  the  official  Allied  Council 
imprint. 

The  most  significant  sentence  in  this  boy- 
cott poster  is  this:  "Hoboes  know  how  to 
act."  This  meant  incendiarism  and  the  I. 
W.  W.  hoboes  have  been  setting  the  fires. 

It  has  been  a  campaign  of  intimidation. 
Governor  Johnson  says  he  was  given  a  date 
by  which  he  was  commanded  to  pardon  Ford 
and  Suhr  on  pain  of  destruction  of  the  in- 
dustries of  California,  and  even  worse."  In- 
cendiarism, sabotage  and  violence  have  been 
urged  by  I.  W.  W.  speakers  and  literature. 
To  have  yielded  in  the  least  to  these  assas- 
sins and  incendiaries  by  the  Governor  or 
others  in  authority  would  be  an  invitation 
to  further  demands  and  a  new  propaganda 
of  threats   and  arson. 

Governor  Johnson,  refusing  any  clemency 
while  these  threats  were  being  made,  said: 

"The  preachment  and  organization  of  the 
I.  W.  W.  are  the  worst  enemy  of  organized 
labor.  Government  would  be  a  futile  and 
a  contemptible  thing  if  it  yielded  to  the 
threats  that  are  now  abroad  in  these  cases. 

•'Ford  asked  the  hop-pickers  to  stand  by 
him  and  resist  the  officers  who  were  coming 
to  arrest  him.  A  jury  found  Ford  and 
Suhr  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second  degree. 

"I  have  before  me  the  literature  of  this  or- 
ganization. I  have  their  red  stickers  which 
can  be  found  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 
I  have  the  reports  of  their  meetings  and  oi 
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their  utterances.  Today  they  preach  in  the 
name  of  Ford  and  Suhr  violence,  sabotage 
and  arson.  They  demand  the  destruction  of 
the  farming  and  fruit  industries  of  Califor- 
nia; they  are  instructing  by  word  of  mouth 
and  otherwise  how  best  hay  stacks  and  barns 
and  buildings  of  industry  may  be  burned, 
and  how  sabotage  may  be  practiced.  Some 
of   their   stickers   ironically   read   thus: 

"  'As  long  as  Ford  and  Suhr  are  in  prison, 
don't  stick  copper  nails  or  tacks  in  fruit 
trees  or  grape   vines.    It   hwrts  them.'  " 


I.  W.  W.  Set  Fire  to  Warehouses 

Willows,  Cal.,  Oct.  19.— I.  W.  W.,  it  is 
believed,  set  fire  to  the  hay  warehouse  of 
the  Willows  Warehouse  Association  to- 
night. Stored  were  3520  bales  of  hay,  half 
of  which  were  uninsured.  The  building 
was  kept  constantly  locked,  and  nobody 
was  in  it  when  locked  for  the  night.  Fire 
broke  out  at  9:00  p.  m.  This  is  the  third 
warehouse  the  Willows  Warehouse  Associa- 
tion has  lost  by  fire  within  a  few  months. 
I.  W.  W.  are  suspected  because  of  their 
threats  and  the  presence  of  some  twenty- 
five  hoboes  in  town  last  night. 


I.  W.  W.  Fire  Bugs  Start  Four  Fires  on 
Horst  Ranch 

Sacramento,  Oct.  22. — Fire  bugs,  who 
are  not  doubted  to  have  belonged  to  the 
threatening  I.  W.  W.,  started  four  fires 
on  the  Horst  hop  ranch,  near  this  city,  at 
about  1:00  o'clock  this  morning.  Motor- 
i:)ump  power  and  telephone  wires. 

Armed  incendiaries  patrolled  the  vicin- 
ity and  tried  to  halt  a  messenger  in  an 
automobile  on  his  way  to  summon  aid  to 
extinguish  the  fires.  Hop-kilns,  ware- 
houses and  a  press-room  were  fired.  The 
power  being  cut  off,  the  pumps  were  worth- 
less and  there  was  no  water.  The  loss  is 
$25,000. 

The  Horst  and  other  ranches  in  this 
vicinity  are  illuminated  by  electricity  at 
night,  and  guai-ds  are  provided  with  arms 
and  fire   extinjiuishers. 


Incendiary  Fire  at  Chico 

Chico,  Cal.,  Oct.  20. — Fire  of  incendiary 
origin,  by  I.  W.  W.  or  other  hoboes,  de- 
stroyed two  barns  and  150  tons  of  hay  at 
3:00  a.  m.  Four  hoboes  were  in  camp 
near   by. 


The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  announces 
itself  as  one  of  the  strongest  fire  insurance 
companies  in  the  world,  because  "its  in- 
surance fund  is  greater  than  the  net  sur- 
plus of  the  third  largest  fire  insurance  com- 
pany in  this  country."  This  railroad  fund 
assumes  a  fire  and  marine  risk  of  more 
than  $400,000,000.  When  this  insurance 
system  loses  money  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Eailroad  Company  it  will  offer  the  busi- 
ness to  underwriters,  who  will  readily 
accept  it. 


The  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  has  reduced 
its  fire  losses  by  inspection  and  protection. 
All  its  yard  locomotives  are  equipped  with 
special  fire-fighting  ajjparatus.  Fire  alarm 
whistles  are  blown  when  a  fire  is  discover- 
ed, and  by  a  code  of  signals  the  engines 
are  told  where  the  fire  is.  Ten  inspectors 
for  the  insurance  department  give  their 
entire  working  time  to  travel  over  the 
system  and  supervision  of  practices  and 
building  construction.  The  saving  to  the 
road  is  said  to  be  50  per  cent  of  the  new 
underwriters'  rates.  The  number  of  fires 
is  being  reduced.  This  road's  insurance 
fund  was  started  in  1879  with  $500,000. 
It  has  grown  to  more  than  $9,000,000.  But 
at  the  present  time  the  company  has  $30,- 
000,000  insurance  in  outside  companies, 
where  the  ownership  of  a  subsidiary  is  not 
tomplete. 


Only  five  white  people  now  live  in  You 
Bet,  Cal.  Chinese  leased  the  mine  and  are 
working    it. 


The  California  organized  local  agents 
board  has  rejoined  the  National  Associa- 
tion. We  hope  the  bigger  body  will  exert  a 
conservative  influence  on  the  southern 
members. 
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PROGRESS  IN  THE  WRONG  DIRECTION 

From'a  Paper  by  S.  R.   Weed  uf  Xen;  Yur!:,  Read  at  the  39th  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Fire  Undeniriters  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.      Published  by   Permission  of  the  Association 
*  »  * 

The  first  insurance  department  in  the  United  States  was  organized  in 
Massachusetts  in  April,  1855,  with  three  commissioners  instead  of  one.  The 
next  department  was  organized  in  New  York  under  a  law  passed  April  15, 
1859,  which  was  only  a  brief  statute  transferring  to  the  new  department  all 
the  duties,  records,  etc.,  previously  required,  to  be  held  by  the  State  Con- 
troller. The  commissioner  first  appointed  was  William  Barnes,  who  did  an 
important  work  in  planning  the  forms  for  returns  of  statistics  which  were 
the  foundation  of  all  subsequent  blanks  which  have  been  used  with  few 
changes  for  the  past  fifty  years.  Other  States  followed  slowly  and  under 
somewhat  differing  conditions.  The  trials  and  tribulations  suffered  by  the 
companies  from  the  operations  and  mental  aberrations  of  the  succeeding 
commissioners  were  not  based  upon  the  examples  of  the  two  pioneers  in 
Massachusetts  and  New  York.  In  point  of  fact,  the  departments  of  these 
pioneers  have  always  maintained  a  steady  resistance  to  most  of  the  wild 
schemes  which  have  made  the  very  name  of  an  insurance  department  in 
some  States  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  the  companies.  If  the  examples  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  had  been  followed,  much  of  the  criticism  of 
the  companies  upon  their  treatment  by  State  departments  would  have  been 
spared.  From  the  outset  the  treatment  which  has  developed  a  progress  in 
State  supervision  in  the  wrong  direction,  was  applied  with  equal  hardship 
to  the  life  companies,  and  in  later  years  to  the  casualty  companies,  as  well 
as  to  fire  insurance  companies.  From  the  first,  two  ideas  seemed  to  govern 
the  offensive  departments,  viz:  To  squeeze  the  com.panies  out  of  all  taxes 
they  could  bear,  and  in  the  case  of  the  fire  officials,  to  control  the  rates  and 
restrict  the  privileges.  The  whole  theory  applied  to  fire  insurance  seemed 
to  have  been  to  compel  the  companies  to  reduce  rates  and  after  this  demand 
has  been  met,  to  order  a  further  reduction.  The  earliest  offender  was  the 
State  of  Kansas,  where  a  wild  west  commissioner  named  Webb  McNall  twelve 
years  or  more  ago  turned  his  wrath  upon  the  fire  offices.  He  began  early  in 
his  career  in  what  was  in  effect  a  point-blank  order  to  the  companies  to 
make  certain  rate  reductions,  or  in  default  to  risk  the  revocation  of  their 
licenses.  The  companies  made  a  feeble  resistance,  but  the  superintendent 
was  riding  on  a  popular  horse  and  was  sustained  by  the  popular  cry  that  he 
was  serving  the  people  to  obtain  cheaper  insurance.  Whatever  power  he 
lacked  under  the  laws  at  first  he  obtained  by  subsequent  legislation.  He 
finally  left  the  office  upon  the  expiration  of  his  term,  but  he  had  made  such 
an  impression  upon  the  public  that  the  later  superintendents  in  Kansas  did 
not  dare  to  reverse  or  abrogate  his  orders,  especially  those  which  appeared 
to  be  authorized  by  law.  From  Kansas  the  autocratic  idea  took  root  in  other 
States,  both  north  and  south — it  was  a  plant  of  rapid  growth.  The  popu- 
listic  political  craze  ran  over  the  far  west  States  a  few  years  later  and  in 
nearly  all  of  them  there  was  hostile  legislation  passed  on  the  initiative 
of  the   superintendents   and   upon   their  urgent   recommendations   with   only 
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slight  resistance,  three-fourths  of  -which  was  aimed  at  the  fire  underwriters 
and  made  a  bull's-eye  shot. 

*  *        * 

Unjust  Insurance  Taxes 

It  would  be  interesting  to  ascertain  the  amounts  of  taxes  paid  by  fire 
insurance  companies  for  a  series  of  years  to  the  several  States,  but  it  would 
involve  more  labor  than  I  can  spare  from  the  activities  of  my  business. 
Kansas  alone  in  one  year  made  a  collection  of  $403,340,  and  brags  of  its 
economy  because  the  insurance  department  expenses  that  year  were  only 
$12,500.  But  not  only  do  the  fire  insurance  companies  have  to  pay  to  the 
State  general  fund  of  taxation,  but  in  various  States  in  cities  and  towns 
they  are  taxed  doubly  for  licenses,  special  taxes  for  fire  departments  and 
relief  corps,  tarpaulin,  brigades,  etc.,  and  it  is  noticeable  wherever  they  sus- 
tain the  tarpaulin  service  that  companies  are  called  upon  to  reduce  rates  for 
the  service. 

*  *        * 

Nearly  Every  Privilege  Taken  Away 
Yet  I  undertake  to  say  that  the  legislative  burdens  fastened  upon  the 
companies  in  1914  and  threatened  in  1915  are  much  worse  than  they  were 
in  1902.  The  work  of  oppression  has  indeed  gone  on  until  now.  and  nearly 
every  privilege  has  been  taken  away — freedom  of  contract  and  right  to 
make  rates  without  hindrance,  even  salaries  and  commissions  of  agents  are 
threatened  and  licenses  and  taxes  are  higher  than  ever.  The  conditions  in 
1902  were  indeed  easy  to  be  borne  compared  to  those  of  1914  and  1915. 
Is  this  progress  in  any  other  than  the  wrong  direction? 

Debarred  From  Selecting  Their  Own  Agents 

The  companies  are  practically  debarred  in  many  States  from  selecting 
their  own  agents  and  fixing  the  terms  of  their  compensation.  The  State  of 
North  Carolina  has  lately  attempted  to  pass  an  act  fixing  rates  of  com- 
mission which  may  be  paid  to  agents — which  has  already  been  described  as 
a  trouble  breeder.  The  act  contains  a  grant  of  power  to  the  insurance  de- 
partment '"to  make  such  rates  and  regulations  as  he  may  deem  best  to  carry 
out  the  intent  of  this  statute."  This  is  contrary  to  all  discoveries  by  the 
highest  courts,  which  have  decided  repeatedly  that  the  '"intent"  of  a  statute 
is  to  be  determined  by  its  language.  It  offers  a  fine  chance  for  quibbling 
and  trouble  to  others  than  the  superintendent  to  decide  what  is  the  actual 
intent  of  a  complex  law.  A  prominent  journalist  in  writing  upon  this  law 
remarked:  "When  North  Carolina  and  other  great  States  begin  the  work 
of  prescribing  pay  for  services  rendered,  they  are  walking  upon  that  deli- 
cate tight  rope  stretched  between  hell  and  the  iron  works,  and  which 
passes  directly  over  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea." 

Agents  Must  Not  Drink  or  Smoke 

The  insurance  commissioner  of  South  Corolina  has  taken  a  hand  in 
dication  and  began  by  trying  it  first  on  our  friends,  the  industrial  com- 
panies in  that  State,  to  whom  he  addressed  an  official  admonition  as  follows: 

'"Please  inform  each  of  your  agents  that  hereafter  no  man  who  drinks 
whiskey  or  uses  any  drug  to  excess  when  on  or  off  liis  work  will  be  licensed 
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as  an  industrial  agent.  The  women  and  children  and  the  wives  of  the  poor 
people  who  usually  carry  industrial  policies  are  entitled  to  complete  protec- 
tion from  any  man  who  uses  whiskey  or  any  drug." 

This  is  an  instance  of  excessive  paternalism  of  a  kind  that  may  be 
heartily  approved.  The  second  of  the  above  quoted  sentences  forms  a  com- 
plete justification  of  the  first.  Xo  real  man  shall  laugh  at  an  official  who 
makes  an  ass  of  himself. 

Adjustments  Must  Be  Justified 

In  Minnesota,  the  department  has  undertaken  to  revise  loss  proofs  and 
upon  tlie  complaint  of  the  insured,  has  summoned  adjusters  and  officers  to 
appear  before  the  department  and  justify  a  questioned  adjustment.  It  is  a 
satisfaction  to  say  the  justification  has  been  so  complete  that  this  appeal 
to  the  department  to  nullify  adjustments  has  met  with  no  success.  The 
methods  of  enforcing  such  orders  is  the  "stand  and  deliver"  basis — 
"revise  your  adjustments  or  your  license  will  be  revoked."  This  scheme  to 
revoke  a  license  has  been  used  to  force  the  companies  to  adopt  other  out- 
rageous suggestions  and  seems  to  be  a  club  to  frighten  the  companies.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  generally  the  threat  is  sufficient. 

The  New  York  Thumbscrew 

The  State  of  New  York  a  few  years  ago  at  the  behest  of  a  cranky 
commissioner  incorporated  the  following  remarkable  provision  applying  the 
thumbscrews  to  the  companies,  applicable  to  all  kinds : 

"The  superintendent  may  also  address  any  inquiry  to  any  such  insurance 
corporation  or  its  officers  in  relation  to  its  doings  or  condition,  or  any  other 
matter  connected  with  its  transactions.  Every  corporation  so  addressed 
shall  promptly  and  truthfully  reply  in  writing  to  any  such  inquiries,  and 
such  reply  shall  be  verified,  if  required,  by  the  superintendent  or  by  such 
officer  of  the  corporation  as  he  shall  designate." 

If  one  read  that  for  the  first  time  in  a  daily  paper  it  might  be  imagined 
that  it  was  an  extract  from  some  ancient  Russian  law  to  punish  an  escaping 
criminal  en  route  to  Siberia. 

Yet  the  superintendent  who  invented  this  thumbscrew  without  the  law 
(and  acting  under  his  own  arbitrary  volition)  walked  into  an  office  in  New 
York  at  9  o'clock  at  night  and  ransacked  the  private  papers,  correspondence 
and  pigeon  holes  of  an  underwriter  to  search  for  evidence  of  the  corrupt 
use  of  money  to  influence  legislation,  which  he  failed  to  find.  Verily  this  was 
progress,  but  not  in  the  right  direction.  This  man  is  out  of  office  now  and 
no  tears  will  be  shed  if  he  never  occupies  it  again. 

Samples  of  Legrislative  Insanity 

Another  idiotic  piece  of  legislation  was  passed  a  few  years  ago  by 
North  Carolina,  providing  that  the  rates  in  that  State  should  not  exceed  the 
rates  paid  on  risks  of  similar  character  in  Virginia.  This  was  a  new  appli- 
cation of  the  doctrine  of  States  rights,  but  the  effect  was  different  from 
the  one  intended,  as  it  was  discovered  that  many  Virginia  rates  were  higher 
than  in  North  Carolina,  and  barring  its  application  to  a  few  country  dwell- 
ings, it  was  a  failure  and  dead  letter. 
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But  for  unadulterated  barbarism  and  savage  simplieHy  in  treatment  of 
f.re  ii.surance,  you  have  ouly  to  go  to  your  neighboring  State  of  Oregon 
when  in  the  legislation  of  this  year  a  member  named  Cardwell,  representing 
Douglas  county,  proposed  a  new  insurance  code  in  fifty-seven  words,  as 
follows : 

"Any  insurance  company  or  corporation,  whether  life,  accident,  fire  or 
marine,  issuing  any  policy  of  insurance  within  the  State  of  Oregon,  shall  be 
liable  for  the  full  value  of  the  loss  sustained  to  any  property  covered  by 
said  policy  except  in  case  of  actual  fraud.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in 
conflict  herewith  are  hereby  repealed." 

*         »         * 

So  Everywhere 

In  one  of  the  Yale  College  lectures  upon  insurance  by  a  professor, 
reference  was  made  to  the  quality  of  certain  insurance  departments  in  the 
following   language : 

To  illustrate  the  political  degeneracy  of  the  ofiiee,  a  description  of 
the  organization  of  a  department  of  insurance  in  one  of  the  States  may  not 
be  out  of  place.  This  department  at  the  time  referred  to  employed  fifteen 
men,  besides  a  number  of  stenographers.  The  head  of  the  department  was 
a  noted  politician  in  the  State,  who,  after  a  year's  tenure  of  office,  had  not 
yet  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the  insurance  laws  or  to  post  himself  with 
regard  to  the  requirements  of  the  reports  which  his  department  was  ex- 
pected to  secure  from  the  companies.  The  attorney  for  the  department,  al- 
though on  a  regular  salary,  found  little  time  to  give  to  his  work,  since  a 
political  campaign  was  on  that  year  and  his  chief,  the  Governor,  needed 
help.  The  chief  clerk,  on  a  salary  of  $3000  per  annum,  come  down  to  the 
department  each  morning  to  open  the  mail,  a  task  the  two  negro  janitors 
might  have  performed  very  creditably,  and  did  perform  when  it  was  stormy. 
Similarly,  through  the  department,  there  were  men  with  official  titles  who 
knew  nothing  about  the  insurance  business,  rendering  no  service,  but  draw- 
ing good  salaries.  In  the  rear  room  were  three  men  who  were  the  insurance 
brains  of  the  whole  department.  Holding  office  during  successive  admin- 
istrations, no  commissioner  dared  to  discharge  them,  for  without  their  aid 
not  even  the  routine  of  the  department  could  be  carried  through. 

«         «         • 
One  Price  for  All  and  Always 

There  is  an  occasional  gleam  of  humor  in  the  proceedings  of  legisla- 
tive bodies  which  throws  a  side  light  upon  their  views  regarding  insurance 
nd  other  beneficent  institutions.  Eecently  a  freak  bill  was  proposed  in  West 
Virginia,  which  however,  was  suppressed  because  the  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature who  held  it  in  his  possession  got  cold  feet.  The  bill  was  a  burlesque 
on  the  paternalism  which  has  heretofore  struck  fire  insurance  interests  only. 
It  was  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  prices,  prevent  extortion  and  other  in- 
jurious practices  by  farmers  and  others  engaged  in  agriculture  and  com- 
merce. The  bill  is  too  long  to  be  given  in  full,  but  the  first  two  sections  will 
give  you  an  idea  of  how  closely  it  is  modeled  after  the  restrictive  legislation 
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endorsed  by  insurance  departments  in  several  States.     The  two  sections  arc 
as  follows: 

Section  1. 
"Only  one  price  for  a  given  commodity  shall  be  lawful.    A  farmer  desir- 
ing to  change  a  price  shall  file  a  schedule  thereof  with  the  commissioner 
hereby  created,  which  shall  go  into  effect  thirty  days  thereafter  unless  sus- 
pended by  the  commissioner  at  the  instance  of  any  consumer. 

Section  2. 

"No  prices  shall  be  increased,  however,  except  upon  due  proof,  the 
burden  of  which  shall  be  upon  the  farmer,  that  existing  prices  are  confisca- 
tory of  his  goods  and  gear.  In  his  discretion  the  commissioner  may  refuse 
to  permit  any  such  increase  until  a  valuation  by  its  engineers  and  ac- 
countants shall  have  been  taken.  In  such  valuation  the  farmer  shall  have 
no  credit  for  past  profits  invested  in  new  fields  or  improved  structures,  but 
shall  be  allowed  only  original  cost  plus  borrowed  money  invested." 

It  is  quite  conceivable  that  the  farmers  might  be  regarded  as  friends 
of  monopoly  and  higher  prices  and  unlawful  combinations  if  they  openly 
opposed  such  a  measure — just  as  the  opponents  of  harsh  measures  on  fire 
insurance  are  now  denounced  as  plunderers  for  raising  their  voices  against 
such  hostile  proposals. 

»         «         • 

But  the  companies  are  having  a  full  spasm  of  indignation,  disgust, 
mingled  with  fear  over  the  conditions  in  Illinois,  where  the  commissioner, 
rejoicing  in  the  high-sounding  name  of  Potts,  is  seeking  to  make  things 
lively  for  the  underwriters  and  has  enlisted  in  support  of  his  schemes  the 
help  of  the  local  Weekly  Press  Association,  who  own  and  operate  a  large 
majority  of  the  local  papers.  Already  their  columns  have  been  filled  with 
the  gospel  according  to  Potts.  His  most  recent  deliverances  have  taken  the 
form  of  a  series  of  recommendations  for  insurance  legislation  during  the 
present  session.  He  has  forty-one  different  subjects  suggested  for  changing 
the  insurance  laws.  A  few  of  them  are  simple  and  commonplace.  The  rest 
are  described  as  "the  veriest  moonshine  of  half-baked  dreams  and  aspira- 
tions." But  he  never  loses  sight  of  offices  and  salaries  which  would  be  in- 
creased if  his  recommendations  were  adopted.  He  chuckles  that  the  re- 
ceipts of  his  department  in  1914  were  $729,000,  while  the  actual  cost  of  the 
administration  was  only  15  per  cent  of  that  sum.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
logic  of  this  financial  exhibit  is,  "Why  not  spend  the  rest  of  it  when  it  is 
lying   around  loose   in   such   abundance?" 

The  gayety  of  nations  has  not  suffered  any  serious  diminution  because  of 
the  bill  introduced  in  the  Hlinois  Legislature  to  carry  out  Potts'  ideas. 

Sec.  2  says: 

"In  order  to  regulate  and  control  said  branches  of  insurance,  there  is 
hereby  created  a  commission  to  be  known  as  the  Illinois  Insurance  Com- 
mission, hereafter  styled  'Commission'  to  consist  of  three  members." 

Sec.   4   says : 

"No  person  in  the  employ  of  any  insurer  subject  to  regulation  by  the 
commission,  and  no  person  helding  stocks  or  bonds  in  any  insurer  or  in  any 
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other  manner  pecuniarilv  interested  therein,  directly  or  indirectly,  except 
as  a  policyholder,  shall  hold  the  oflSce  of  commissioner,  or  be  employed  by 
the  commission." 

Sec.  12  says: 

•'The  commission  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  power  and  authority, 
and  it  is  its  duty  to  prescribe,  fix,  determine,  alter  and  promulgate  the  rates 
of  premiums  to  be  charged  and  collected  by  all  insurers." 

In  other  words,  three  persons  not  connected  with  the  fire  insurance 
business  shall  have  "the  sole  and  exclusive  power  and  authority"  to  fix  the 
prices  of  the  goods  from  the  sale  of  which  the  stockholders  of  companies 
hope  to  make  a  profit  on  their  invested  capital.  Can  anything  be  more 
absurd? 

»  *         « 

Texns  Tommy  Rot 

There  are  freakish  schemes  that  may  be  called  "new  and  novel"  con- 
stantly springing  up.  What  do  you  say  to  the  proposition  recently  pro- 
posed in  Texas  to  revoke  the  authority  of  Texas  insurance  companies  to 
transact  business  in  their  own  State  if  any  of  their  stockholders  are  also 
stockholders  in  the  insurance  companies  of  other  States?  Now,  wouldn't 
this  work  out  splendidly  for  the  bloated  bondholders  of  the  East.  Just  let 
them  buy  a  few  shares  of  the  Boomerang  Company  of  the  Texas  panhandle 
district,  and  own  a  few  shares  in  the  Home  or  Aetna,  and  the  trick  is  done. 
The   Boomerang   must   quit. 

North  Carolina  and  New  Jersey  Nonsense 

The  idiots  are  not  all  dead  in  North  Carolina,  where  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  while  urging  the  passage  of  a  law  to  upset  the  fire  insurance 
business,  referred  to  the  threat  that  if  the  law  passed  "the  companies  would 
leave  the  State."  "Let  'em  quit,"  he  cried,  "there  are  others  who  are  willing 
to  come  in  and  do  the  business  cheaper."  This  is  a  specimen  of  the  kind 
of  flapdoodle  that  is  dealt  out  to  the  people  by  such  representatives.  But 
this  sort  of  nonsense  is  not  confined  to  the  law-making  powers  alone.  The 
commissioners  go  beyond  the  law  and  assume  privileges  not  contemplated  by 
the  laws  under  which  they  hold  oflSce.  Lately  the  commissioner  of  Xew 
Jersey  has  undertaken  to  obtain  answers  to  a  series  of  questions  in  an  ap- 
plication of  his  own  contrivance,  to  qualify  applicants  for  authority  to 
act  as  local  agent.  He  warns  the  candidates  that  they  will  have  to  cease 
business  unless  licensed  by  the  department  and  intimates  they  had  better 
answer  P.  D.  Q.  Sixteen  questions  (all  searching)  :  but  ten  of  them  are 
framed  on  the  most  drastic  form  of  cross-examination  by  the  police  trying 
to  wring  a  confession  from  some  poor  de\-il  who  is  under  suspicion  in  the 
basement  of  a  prison.  After  demanding  name  of  school  or  academy  where 
applicant  was  educated,  and  demanding  names  of  all  employments  for  five 
years  preceding  application,  and  whether  employed  at  date,  and  any  other 
connections,  the  New  Jersey  cross-examiner  proceeds  to  dig  into  private  his- 
tory in  an  outrageous  manner,  winding  up  with  the  following: 

"Have  you  heretofore  been  licensed  as  a  fire  insurance  broker  in  New 
Jersey?  If  so,  state  (a)  date  and  number  of  license,  and  (b)  whether  all 
premiums  due  to  companies  and  agents  have  been  prompUy  paid." 
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The  criminal  courts  generally  would  not  allow  such  questions  to  be  asked 
of  a  man  charged  with  crime.  Is  it  a  crime  to  apply  for  a  license  to  act  as 
an  agent  or  broker? 

»  «  » 
Despotic  and  Disastrous  Discretionary  Power 
Xow,  all  this  extra  authority  is  usurped  for  the  sole  object  of  inform- 
ing the  companies  and  agents  and  brokers  they  have  only  such  rights  as  the 
commissioner  is  willing  to  allow — that  is  '"rights"  that  a  superintendent 
should  respect.  This  is  the  frame  of  mind  which  answers  largely  for  the 
high  and  mighty  airs  assumed  by  some  of  the  insurance  departments.  That 
word  is  "discretion."  I  have  examined  the  insurance  code  of  the  State  of 
Xew  Yorli  and  find  that  on  twenty  pages  the  power  to  use  "discretion"  and 
"discretionary  power"  is  conferred  in  not  less  than  forty  places  with  some 
variation  to  cover  acts  "unless  permission  is  granted  by  the  superintendent." 
An  early  statute  in  New  York  provides  that  no  person  or  corporation  can 
transact  insurance  without  a  certificate  from  the  commissioner  and  the  com- 
missioner may  refuse  to  issue  such  certificate  "if  in  his  judgment  such  re- 
fusal will  best  promote  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  State."  But  it  is 
speedily  followed  by  an  unlimited  grant  of  power  to  revoke  the  certificate 
with  or  without  cause.  Numerous  acts  under  this  despotic  power  have  in- 
flicted severe  penalties  and  burdens  on  the  companies  without  stint.  These 
instances  illustrate  what  an  arbitrary  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  superin- 
tendents and  in  some  States  it  is  exercised  to  prosecute  the  companies,  as 
shown  by  the  conduct  of  Superintendent  Potts  of  Illinois,  who  is  longing  to 
prove  that  the  one  man  power  embodied  in  him  is  the  only  power  in  Illinois 
to  deal  with  insurance  companies. 

U.  S.  Supreme  Court  Locks  the  Yoke  of  Bondagre 

The  fact  is,  this  despotic  power  has  been  used  in  several  States 
to  take  control  of  the  rates  out  of  the  hands  of  the  companies.  Un- 
fortunately the  companies  have  never  to  this  day  vigorously  resisted 
this  tendency  excepting  in  the  case  of  the  Kansas  compulsory  rates, 
when  the  companies  appealed  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  and 
were  beaten.  I  suppose  after  this  we  may  as  well  submit  to  further 
despotism  and  bow  our  necks  to  the  yoke  of  bondage.  The  rights  of 
the  companies  have  been  taken  away  little  by  little  until  there  remains 
only  a  figment  of  their  former  privileges  to  do  anything  upon  their 
own  volition.  We  nearly  reached  that  point  several  years  ago  when 
the  late  Henry  W.  Bowers,  United  States  manager  of  the  Guardian  of 
London  remarked:  "Thank  God  we  have  the  right  to  pay  losses  left, 
provided  we  don't  resist  too  hard."  It  seems  to  me  that  the  commis- 
sioners have  rather  encouraged  the  paternal  method  of  doing  things 
and  let  down  the  bars  for  everybody  to  skin  the  underwriters  as  a  pas- 
time. 

Supervision  Now  for  Revenue  Oniy 

There  is  an  occasional  rift  in  the  clouds  through  which  some  light 
is  coming  into  the  insurance  commissioners,  who  realize  that  the  com- 
panies have  been  fleeced  for  revenue.     The  commissioner   of  West  Vir- 


4-52  The   Coast   Review 


ginia  says  that  the  gradual  development  of  supervision  owes  its  boom 
to  the  man  who  first  discovered  that  insurance  companies  could  be 
taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  revenue  and  increased  by  charging  for 
agents'  licenses  and  for  fees.  Commissioner  Merrill  of  New  Hampshire 
says  that  supervision  has  gone  beyond  its  original  conception  of  dis- 
covering whether  or  not  companies  are  solvent.  In  pursuance  of  the 
discovery  that  companies  can  be  taxed  we  find  State  after  State  fol- 
lowing in  regular  procession  of  piling  on  our  burdens,  and  now  since 
the  war  paralysis  has  struck  the  country  we  find  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment following  the  various  States  and  proposing  to  profit  by  the  con- 
dition through  war  risks,  which  may  not  turn  out  to  be  a  bonanza  before 
another  month  elapses. 

*         *         » 
Men  and  Offices  Progress  Wrongly 

Even  insurance  managers  have  eurious  ideas  of  progress,  as  was 
instanced  some  time  ago  when  a  company  which  for  years  had  refused 
to  insure  linseed  oil  mills  was  offered  a  risk  which  was  operated  under 
an  "improved  method."  Because  it  was  a  "new  method,"  the  manager 
concluded  that  it  must  be  an  "improvement"  and  accepted  $20,000  upon 
the  property.  Six  months  later  the  manager's  ofiice  was  adorned  by  a 
photograph  of  the  ruins  of  the  new  method  mill  and  the  company  held 
a  receipt  for  a  total  loss.  Then  the  manager  knew  that  in  fact  the 
"new  process"  was  500  per  cent  more  dangerous  than  the  old  and  had 
a  lesson  on  progress  in  the  "wrong  direction"  which  he  will  never  forget. 

Then  the  companies  in  convention  have  adopted  rules,  rates  and 
regulations,  also  forms,  and  in  six  months  thereafter  the  good  resolu- 
tions are  forgotten  and  neglected.  Ask  your  friends  of  the  Western 
Union  about  this.  Think  of  the  forms  we  use  now.  They  are  quite 
remarkable  for  their  verbiage  and  novelty.  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with 
the  secretary  who  said  that  forms  were  formerly  briefer  and  to  the 
point  and  more  carefully  read  when  written  out  in  the  policies,  but 
when  the  art  of  printing  was  invented,  it  ruined  the  forms  under  which 
the  companies  had  been  running  for  fifty  years.  The  secretaries  also 
had  their  own  queer  spells.  I  knew  of  one  in  St.  Louis  who  not  only 
wrote  out  all  his  policy  forms,  but  used  red  ink  in  profusion  to  under- 
score about  two-thirds  of  the  words  employed.  His  company's  losses 
were  unusually  heavy  one  year  and  he  concluded  that  the  red  ink  had 
brought  bad  luck  and  would  not  use  it  thereafter.  The  losses  contin- 
ued, however,  and  he  threw  away  his  red  ink  bottle  forever. 

Many  a  loss  has  been  followed  by  remarks  from  managers  refer- 
ring to  some  peculiarity  in  the  form,  "If  I  had  known  those  words  were 
in  that  policy  I  would  have  refused  the  risk."  Was  this  incident  and 
the  present  practice  of  not  reading  printed  forms  carefully  an  evidence 
of  progress  in  the  right  or  wrong  direction?     Don't  all   speak   at  once. 

#        *         * 
Insuring  Extortionists  Again 

As  I  am  now  dealing  with  the  practice  of  the  companies  in  the 
wrong  direction,  think  what  a  volume  mif'ht  be  written  on  the  subject 
of  fo'.getfulness  of  undei writers.     Can  anybody  here  remember  instances 


Progress  in  the  Wrong  Direction  453 


where  the  development  of  a  loss  has  appeared  to  permanently  turn  a 
company  against  risk  and  owner?  A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  heavy 
loss  on  a  carpet  stock  in  Boston  in  which  over  forty  companies  were  inter- 
ested. A  claim  was  made  which  everyone  regarded  as  extortionate  and  about 
four-fifths  of  the  companies  registered  a  vow  that  by  the  "great 
horn  spoon"  that  they  would  never,  never,  never  insure  that  man  again. 
The  loss  was  settled  and  in  two  years  about  one-third  of  those  swearing 
companies  were  on  the  risk  again,  and  in  four  years  nine-tenths  of 
the  insurance  on  the  owner's  stock  was  in  the  same  companies  which 
paid  him  a  loss  against  which  they  kicked  so  vigorously.  In  Brooklyn 
there  was  about  twenty  years  ago  a  clothing  firm  who  had  a  partial 
loss.  It  was  insisted,  however,  at  the  start  that  out  of  the  $240,000 
insurance  there  was  a  loss  of  40  per  cent.  The  adjusters  laughed,  but 
the  owners  called  in  some  of  their  clothing  friends  and  held  an  ex  parte 
appraisement  on  the  property,  followed  by  sworn  proofs  of  loss  claim- 
ing $40,000.  This  was  so  preposterous  that  the  companies  got  busy  and 
soon  upset  the  ex  parte  appraisement  and  adjustment,  but  the  com- 
panies were  unanimously  indignant.  I  was  personally  present  at  a 
meeting  attended  by  every  company  concerned  in  this  loss,  where  a 
resolution  was  offered  and  unanimously  adopted  to  decline  any  further 
business  from  the  firm.  About  a  year  after  the  same  firm  had  a  fire 
on  another  clothing  risk  in  another  location  in  Brooklyn.  Behold!  when 
the  list  turned  up  on  the  second  loss,  three-fourths  of  the  insurance 
was  in  the  identical  companies  which  had  kicked  against  the  other. 
Now  I  submit  that  this  was  a  foolish  thing  to  do — breaking  faith  with 
their  neighbors  and  the  sequel  certainly  indicates  progress  in  the  wrong 
direction. 

Not  Abiding  by  Agreements 

My  point  is  that  the  companies  should  not  forget  and  overlook  the 
wicked  practices  put  upon  them  by  loss  claimants,  for  when  they  go 
back  on  their  promises  to  each  other  to  penalize  the  moral  hazard  of 
such  individuals  by  refusing  to  insure  them,  they  are  guilty  of  bad 
faith.  This,  however,  is  only  a  part  of  the  trouble.  Do  the  com- 
panies abide  by  their  compacts  and  agreements?  Generally  yes,  but 
violations  of  compacts  have  been  proven  a  thousand  times  without  any 
appreciable  results.  The  agents  are  the  primary  offenders  in  a  large 
majority  of  examples,  but  the  companies  seldom  do  more  than  repri- 
mand them.  Again  I  say,  ask  the  members  of  the  Western  Union  about 
this  and  note  the  answers.  Local  boards  try  to  handle  deviations  and 
sometimes  they  impose  fines  and  order  policies  in  violation  to  be  can- 
celled, but  they  seldom  suppress  the  practice  entirely,  and  worse  still 
they  rarely  try.  The  ramifications  of  the  business  are  so  extensive  that 
the  responsibility  is  easily  shifted.  I  knew  of  a  Western  Union  agent 
who  was  convicted  of  writing  a  policy  at  a  cut  rate.  His  company, 
on  complaint,  ordered  him  to  cancel  it.  At  the  end  of  a  month  he  re- 
turned the  policy  cancelled.  In  another  month  a  policy  in  another  com- 
pany in  the  same  agency  turned  up  at  the  same  old  cut  rate.  Perhaps 
if  this  agent  had  companies  enough  he  might  have  substituted  one  after 


454  The  Coast  Review 


another  and  so  collected  his  year's  premium.  I  am  not  familiar  enough 
with  the  practices  on  the  Coast,  but  presume  that  under  these  blue 
skies  no  such  dishonesty  is  ever  heard  of.  Here  we  may  happily  find 
a  proof  of  progress  in  the  right  direction. 


A  FEW  STRAY  NOTES  REGARDING  FIRE  INSURANCE 
IN  ASIATIC  COUNTRIES 

From   a  Paper  by   W.  D.  Graham,   Read  at  the  39th  Annual   Meeting  of  the 
Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Published  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

A  year  or  so  ago  a  paper  was  read  before  the  London  Insurance 
Institute  entitled  "Fire  Insurance  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,"  in 
which  the  writer  very  aptly  described  the  various  systems  of  fire  insur- 
ance which  different  countries  have  evolved  to  suit  their  own  require- 
nsents.  In  commencing  this  paper,  I  had  hoped  to  have  followed  on 
similar  lines,  as  regards  the  continent  of  Asia,  but  it  was  at  once  ap- 
parent that,  as  no  country  in  Asia  has  evolved  any  system  of  insurance 
of  its  own,  the  only  systems  in  vogue  being  those  of  England,  France 
and  Holland,  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  do  more  than  make  a  few 
general  remarks  regarding  the  growth  and  development  of  the  principle 
and  practice  of  fire  insurance  amongst  the  natives  of  India,  China, 
Japan,  etc.  It  is  only  natural  to  expect,  that  in  India,  Burmah,  the 
Straits  Settlements  and  Ceylon,  English  systems  and  methods  should 
prevail,  but  it  may  not  be  so  generally  understood  especially  amongst 
American  fire  underwriters  that  the  same  systems  and  methods  also 
prevail  in  Siam,  China,  Japan,  The  Philippines,  Borneo,  Persia,  Afghani- 
stan, etc,  and,  in  fact,  everywhere  in  the  Orient  where  British  com- 
mercial interests  predominate.  In  all  countries  of  Asia  where  Europeans 
are  established  we  find  German,  French,  Dutch,  Italian,  Swiss,  Austrian 
and  Eussian  companies  operating,  but  it  is  a  somewhat  remarkable 
fact  that  these  companies  hailing  from  various  countries  of  Europe  and 
each  with  well-defined  systems  of  insurance  of  their  own  have  agreed 
to  accept  the  ordinary  English  policy  conditions,  with  the  pro  rata 
condition  of  average,  or,  as  it  is  known  in  America,  the  full  co-insurance 
clause;  to  write  and  print  their  policies  in  English,  and  to  abide  by 
English  decisions  in  an  English  court  of  law.  This  was  forcibly  illus- 
trated two  years  ago  when  during  the  Chinese  revolution,  some  soldiers 
burned  and  looted  Chinese  shops  situated  in  the  Chinese  part  of  the 
town  and  under  native  jurisdiction.  The  owners  were  insured  in  Eng- 
lish and  Continental  companies  who,  of  course,  repudiated  liability.  The 
Chinese  eventually  sued  all  the  companies  and  the  case  was  tried  in  a 
British  court  under  a  British  judge  and  decided  against  the  Chinese. 
It  was  further  laid  down  as  a  principle  that  in  dealing  with  Chinese, 
a  policy  written  out,  and  the  conditions  printed,  in  the  English  language, 
was  a  legal  contract,  even  if  the  assured  could  neither  read  nor  write 
English. 
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English  policy  conditions  then,  are  practically  in  universal  use  in  the 
Orient,  expect  only  in  the  French  and  Dutch  colonies;  and  primarily 
the  reason  is  that  England  had  established  her  trade  with  all  countries 
in  the  Orient,  before  most  of  the  other  nations  came  in.  Trade  follows 
the  flag  and  marine  and  fire  insurance  follow  trade;  but  it  was  not 
until  the  great  monopoly  so  long  held  by  the  East  India  Company  was 
broken  up  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  that  commerce 
became  general,  and  fire  insurance  at  last  obtained  a  permanent  footing. 

Marine  Insurance 

It  will  be  interesting  to  briefly  review,  historically,  the  growth  and 
development  of  Oriental  trade  with  Europe;  for  it  was  out  of  this  par- 
ticular trade  that  marine  insurance  sprung,  to  be  followed  at  a  much 
later  interval  by  fire  insurance.  Several  hundred  years  ago  before  even 
Columbus  made  his  adventurous  voyage  to  discover  a  sea  route  to  India, 
by  sailing  West,  a  large  Oriental  trade  was  carried  on  by  the  Venetians, 
^\ho  sent  their  ships  to  Alexandria  and  other  ports  in  Syria,  to  collect 
the  rich  spices,  the  gold,  the  silk  and  other  products  of  the  East,  which 
came  to  these  ports  originally  through  the  old  caravan  route  of  Arabia, 
Persia  and  Mesopotamia,  etc.  It  is  said  that  it  was  in  connection 
with  these  voyages,  the  Venetians  acquired  knowledge  of  the  principle 
of  marine  insurance,  and  some  even  go  further,  and  say  that  they 
adopted  it  from  the  Arabs.  Anyhow,  it  was  in  connection  with  the 
trade  of  the  Orient  that  marine  insurance  first  began,  and  in  fact  it  was 
the  ambition  of  other  countries  to  participate  in  the  trade  of  the  East, 
which  eventually  led  to  the  discovery  of  America.  The  Portuguese  found 
their  way  to  India  by  going  around  Africa,  and  thenceforth,  and  for  a 
hundred  years,  they,  and  not  the  Venetians,  controlled  the  trade  of  the 
Orient.  England  at  that  time  was  a  small  but  ambitious  State  struggling 
for  a  place  on  the  earth,  and  after  trying  her  strength  against  the  Spaniard 
in  many  a  bloody  battle  on  the  Spanish  Main,  she  turned  her  face 
eastward  and  eventually  drove  the  Portuguese  from  the  eastern  seas. 

Private  Trading  Companies 

Holland  also  being  desirous  of  obtaining  a  share  of  the  trade  of 
the  Orient,  boldly  sailed  in  after  the  Portuguese  power  had  been 
broken,  and  set  up  a  kingdom  for  herself  which  has  lasted  for  over 
tiiree  hundred  years.  It  is  illustrative  of  the  commercial  genius  of 
England  and  Holland  that,  in  both  cases,  their  vast  Oriental  trade  and 
their  magnificent  possessions  in  India  and  Java,  were  obtained  not 
by  the  governments  of  these  countries,  but  by  private  trading  com- 
panies. The  East  India  Company  in  London  and  the  Dutch  East  India 
Company  in  Amsterdam  have  made  their  name  in  history.  For  over  250 
years,  these  companies  controlled  the  trade  of  the  Orient,  and  during 
all  that  time  they  were  bitter  enemies  and  fought  each  other  when- 
ever the  opportunity  offered.  Gradually,  the  English  company  con- 
solidated its  power  in  India,  and  the  Dutch  company  in  Java;  but  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  the  English  and  Dutch  governments  had  to  assume 
control   of   these    countries. 
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These  trading  companies  had  in  the  meantime,  however,  extended 
their  operations  far  beyond  India  or  Java.  In  the  sixteenth  century,  the 
Enolish  company  monopolized  the  China  trade,  and  the  Dutch  had  an 
establishment  at  Nagasaki,  Japan,  both  consistently  claiming  the  mon- 
opoly of  trade  with  the  Orient,  and  vigorously  excluding  all  rivals. 
This  monopoly,  as  regards  the  English  company,  was  opposed  by  many 
people  in  England,  and  many  were  the  attempts  made  by  the  leading 
merchants  of  London  to  break  it  down,  but  it  was  not  until  1831  that 
they  eventually  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Parliament  the  right  to 
trade  with  the  Orient.  It  is  only  from  that  date,  therefore,  that  the 
modern  commercial  development  of  India  and  the  Orient  began,  and 
with  it,  we  note  the  first  appearance  of  fire  insurance.  With  the  re- 
moval of  the  monopoly,  merchants  began  to  establish  their  firms  in 
Calcutta,  Bombay,  Madras,  etc.,  and  in  a  few  years'  time,  we  find 
jute  mills  established  in  Calcutta,  and  cotton  mills  in  Bombay,  also 
banks,  shipping  companies  and  other  commercial  and  industrial  con- 
cerns.* A  British  settlement  had  been  established  in  Penang  in  the 
last  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  another  in  Singapore  in  1819 
and  here  also,  merchants  established  themselves  when  the  monopoly  was 
removed. 

'  Sentries  But  No  Insurance 

During  the  long  reign  of  the  East  India  Company,  I  can  find  no 
trace  of  any  fire  insurance  having  been  effected;  the  company  stored 
its  goods  in  massive  buildings  which  were  guarded  night  and  day  by 
sentries,  so  that  there  was  no  serious  necessity  for  fire  insurance  pro- 
tection. On  the  establishment  of  private  firms,  however,  fire  insurance 
became  necessary,  and  the  custom  then  adopted  was  for  the  London 
partners  to  take  out  policies  in  London,  covering  their  establishments 
in  India.  These  policies  came  to  be  known  in  the  insurance  offices  in 
London  as  "home  foreign"  policies,  and  at  one  time  a  very  large  "home 
foreign"  business  was  done  in  London,  by  the  few  companies  then 
established.  Offices  such  as  the  Royal,  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe, 
London  &  Lancashire,  Commercial  Union,  etc.,  had  not  yet  come  into 
existence,  and  it  was  not  until  these  companies  had  been  established 
for  some  years,  that  the  home  foreign  business  in  India  began  to  de- 
cline, and  in  its  stead  began  the  system  of  appointing  local  agents  in  all 
the  important  towns.  These  agents  were  given  full  powers  of  attorney, 
enabling  them  to  issue  policies  locally,  and  to  settle  losses  without 
I^rcvious  reference  to  London.  The  precise  date  can  not  be  fixed  when 
the  modern  agency  system  was  first  introduced;  but  one  company  is 
reported  to  have  established  an  agency  in  Calcutta  in  1842. 


*NOTE — The  progress  was  at  first  very  slow  and  almost  entirely  oom- 
mercial.  Industrial  progress  did  not  really  begin  until  after  the  Indian 
mutiny,  when  the  British  government  assumed  the  control  of  India. 
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In  those  early  days  when  a  firm  established  itself  in,  say,  Calcutta, 
it  was  the  custom  to  buy  or  rent  a  plot  of  ground  and  surround  it  by  a 
v/all.  The  enclosure  was  called  a  compound,  within  which  was  erected 
u  main  building,  the  upper  floor  occupied  by  the  manager  of  the  firm 
partly  as  dwelling  house  and  partly  as  ofiice,  and  the  lower  portion  as 
a  warehouse  for  the  storage  of  goods.  Other  buildings  were  built  in 
the  compound,  and  used  as  servants'  quarters,  stables,  or  also  for 
storage  purposes  if  necessary.  A  warehouse  is  known  as  a  "Godown" 
and  this  term  has  extended  all  over  the  Orient  and  appears  in  all  rating 
schedules.  It  is  said  that  the  word  "Godown"  took  its  rise  from  the 
fact  that  when  a  merchant  sold  goods  to  a  native,  the  latter  had  to 
go  down  stairs  to  receive  his  goods  in  the  warehouse  below  the  ofl&ce. 
Another  explanation  is  that  it  is  derived  from  the  Malay  word  "geodang" 
meaning  a  place  for  the  safe  keeping  of  anything  of  value. 

As  the  towns  in  India  grew  in  importance,  mills,  factories,  docks, 
railways,  public  warehouses,  etc.,  were  established,  and  fire  insurance 
became  more  general.  Many  of  the  mercantile  firms  controlled  vast 
interests,  such  as  jute  and  cotton  mills,  tea  gardens  in  Assam,  oil  in- 
stallations, timber  yards,  coal  mines  and  many  other  industrial  con- 
cerns, the  insurance  premiums  on  which  ran  into  large  figures  of  from, 
say  £10,000  to  £15,000  per  annum,  and  these  firms  were  much  desired  by 
companies  seeking  to  establish  agencies. 

The  white  population  of  a  town  such  as  Calcutta,  excluding  mili- 
tary and  government  officials  probably  even  at  the  present  day,  does 
not  exceed  12,000  people  in  all,  of  which  probably  half  are  women  and 
children.  The  men  engaged  in  business  are  almost  all  connected  with 
some  firm  or  public  company  so  that  the  number  of  firms  or  companies 
does  not  exceed  250  or  300  altogether.  Excluding  natives,  there  is  there- 
fore no  general  public  to  draw  on  in  Oriental  towns,  and  as  most  of 
the  firms  represent  one  or  more  insurance  companies,  there  is  very  little 
of  what  may  be  called  free  European  business.  The  prospect  of  any 
one  company  receiving  a  large  volume  of  business  apart  from  that  con- 
trolled by  its  agents  is  remote.  There  is,  however,  a  good  deal  of 
exchange  business  done  between  one  agency  firm  and  another,  but  purely 
on  a  reciprocal  basis, — that  is,  if  one  firm  controls  the  insurance  on  a 
jute  mill,  the  surplus  after  the  agent's  own  companies  limits  are  at- 
tained, is  divided  amongst  other  firms  who  have  also  insurance  agencies, 
on  the  understanding  that  an  equal  amount  of  premium  is  returned  to 
the  givers  by  the  receivers.  This  reciprocal  exchange  of  business  is  of 
course  between  agent  and  agent,  not  between  company  and  company. 
As  business  gradually  grew  in  volume,  the  larger  firms  established  insur- 
ance departments,  and  placed  trained  insurance  men  in  charge.  In  some 
cdses,  where  a  company  had  more  than  one  agent  controlling  large  in- 
terests, it  became  customary  for  the  company  to  appoint  branch  man- 
agers, sometimes  with  a  seat  in  an  agent's  office.  In  such  cases  the 
agent  handed  over  the  control  of  all  his  various  insurance  interests  to 
the  branch  manager,  who  would  sign  the  policies,  and  attend  to  the 
business,  the  agent  of  course  receiving  commission  on  the  whole  portfolio. 
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NATIONAL  LOCALS'  ASSOCIATION 

From  an  Address  at  the  World's  Insurance 
Congress,  by  C.  H.  Woodworth,  Ex- 
President 

In  the  days  of  stoves,  candles,  small 
buildings  and  low  speed,  hazards  were 
simple  and  nearly  uniform.  Everything 
from  the  brick  dwelling  to  the  small  fac- 
tory was  written  at  about  the  same  rate  and 
form.  The  agent,  far  removed  from  the 
home  office,  with  communication  slow  and 
difficult,  was  chosen  not  because  he  was  a 
business-getter — for  in  those  days  com- 
panies did  not  actively  seek  business,  and 
owners  sought  protection — but  because  he 
was  an  honest  and  intelligent  man,  willing 
to  give  part  of  his  time  to  insurance.  A 
local  representative  was  desired  with  some 
general  knowledge  of  physical  conditions 
and  moral  hazards ;  one  who  would  pass  upon 
and  accept  or  decline  business  offered  ac- 
cording to  his  best  judgment  and  who  would 
also  settle  the  losses  as  they  occurred.  There 
were  no  maps  or  sun'eys  and  the  agent 
reported  but  once  a  month,  when  his  ac- 
count current  included  the  written  forms  of 
all  policies  issued.  There  was  no  one  be- 
tween the  agent  and  his  company,  and  but 
little  correspondence. 

Radical  Changes  Develop 
New  and  changing  hazards  developed  by 
big  and  always  bigger  business — the  use  of 
volatile  and  inflammable  products  —  the 
greater  area  of  factories,  equipped  with 
high-speed  machinery  and  operated  with 
high-pressure  methods — the  congestion  in 
manufacturing  and  mercantile  sections  and 
the  ever-increasing  competition  between 
companies  for  premiums  radically  changed 
the  fire  insurance  business.  With  new  con- 
ditions and  methods  came  more  and  differ- 
ent requirements  of  the  local  agent  and 
prompter  and  closer  supervision  of  his  work 
by  the  company.  In  addition  to  the  special 
agent  there  were  often  between  the  agent 
and  his  company  a  state  or  general  agent. 
Then  there  were  national  and  sectional  as- 
sociations of  companies,  of  genera)  agents 
and   of  special  agents,   which   further  inter- 


fered   with    direct    communication    between 
agent  and  company. 

Growth    of    Friction 

While  these  changes  were  for  the  develop- 
ment and  betterment  of  the  business  and 
of  assistance  to  the  agent,  greater  pressure 
was  exerted  by  the  individual  company, 
upon  all  its  force,  for  a  larger  premium 
account.  It  was,  therefore,  natural,  when 
promotion,  if  not  position,  depended  upon 
increasing  the  company's  business,  that  its 
salaried  employees  should,  at  times,  adopt 
methods  and  indulge  in  practices  inimical 
to  local  agents  working  on  a  commission. 
Not  all  the  companies  practiced  or  counte- 
nanced injustice  to  agents,  but  there  were 
onough  doing  so  to  produce  unsatisfactory 
conditions.  The  individual  local  agent,  prac- 
tically shut  off  from  the  ear  of  his  home 
office,  required  the  support  of  his  fellow 
agents  and  the  national  association  was 
conceived  to  supply  that  need. 

The  meeting  for  organization  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Insurance  Agents  was 
held  in  Chicago  in  September,  1896.  The 
constitution  then  adopted  was  revised  and 
a  declaration  of  principles  made  at  the  sec- 
ond meeting  held  in  St.  Louis  the  follow- 
ing May.  Only  fire  insurance  agents  were 
eligible  to  membership  in  the  association 
up  to  1913.  At  that  time  the  name  and 
constitution  were  amended  admitting  cas- 
ualty and  surety  agents. 

Trade    Organization     With     General     Benefits 

The  National  Association  of  Insurance 
agents,  like  other  trade  associations,  was 
organized  primarily  for  the  benefit  of  its 
members,  but  very  early  it  was  recognized 
that  in  the  final  analysis  the  real  interests 
of  the  agent  were  identical  with  the  real 
interests  of  both  companies  and  insurers, 
henee  the  statement  of  its  object,  viz. :  "To 
support  right  principles  and  to  oppose  bad 
practices  in  fire  underwriting."  Operating 
upon  this  basis  the  national  and  state  as- 
sociations have  prospered  these  twenty  years 
beyond  the  expectation  of  the  most  opti- 
mistic. Tliey  have  become  prominent  fac- 
tors in  the  luLsinesa,  and  of  financial,  ethical 
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and  educational  value  to  the  country. 

What  has  been  accomplished  by  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Insurance  agents,  its 
present  and  growing  power  and  the  general 
approval  of  its  legislation  and  declarations 
are  evidence  that  in  its  management,  wis- 
dom and  right  have  gone  hand  in  hand. 
Every  measure  adopted  and  every  advant- 
age secured  has  been  of  equal  benefit  to 
every  local  agent  in  the  business,  whether 
a  member  of  the  association  or  not.  The 
only  special  privileges  enjoyed  by  our 
membership  are  educational  and  altruistic. 

Important    Reforms  Secured 

One  of  the  most  notable  early  achieve- 
ments of  the  association  was  the  obtain- 
ing of  an  agreement  with  the  companies 
to  discontinue  overhead  writing.  The  value 
of  this  to  local  agents  is  obvious.  Its  value 
to  property  owners  and  companies,  although 
less  direct,  is  important. 

A  far-reachiug  decision  to  all  concerned 
was  that  securing  to  the  agent  a  property 
right  in  his  business,  thus  making  the  agent's 
life  work  a  tangible  asset. 

The  association  has  invariably  and  ener- 
getically opposed  local  rate  wars  and  such 
vicious  warfare,  from  which  innocent  third 
parties  suffer  the  most,  has  practically 
ceased. 

The  liberal  expenditure  of  time  and  money 
made  by  the  association  in  introducing  uni- 
form blanks  is  now  bearing  fruit. 

The  National  Association  of  Insurance 
Agents  has  not  legislated  upon  fire  insur- 
ance rates  or  upon  agents'  commissions  ex- 
cept to  urge  anti-discrimination  and  uni- 
formity. 

A.11  agents,  because  of  our  organization, 
are  better  qualified  to  conduct  their  busi- 
ness and  they  appreciate  more  fully  their 
duties  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  their 
companies.  The  educational  value  of  our 
association  to  others  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness has  been  to  help  them  to  a  better 
knowledge  of  public  sentiment  regarding 
fire  insurance  and  to  a  more  judicious  at- 
titude towards  the  hostility  of  legislators 
and  others  in  authority. 


Fire  Prevention  Work 
The  value  of  the  association  to  the  pub- 
lic is  emphasized  in  our  fire  prevention 
work.  Fire  prevention  is  as  old  as  insur- 
ance itself.  It  began  with  the  first  in- 
spection made  by  the  first  agent.  The  as- 
sociation is  a  supporter  of  the  National 
Credit  Men's  Association,  the  National  Fire 
Prevention  Association  and  other  similar 
bodies.  But  much  more  valuable  than  this 
organized  work  is  the  influence  of  the  in- 
dividual agent  upon  the  individual  prop- 
erty owner,  in  securing  the  removal  of  ex- 
isting perils  and  the  installation  of  better 
protection.  Valuable  service  is  'rendered 
by  the  local  agent  in  urging  these  matters 
upon  municipal  and  state  legislators.  The 
association  has  from  the  first  approved  fire 
marshal  laws  and  through  its  membership 
has  helped  to  secure  their  passage  in  many 
states. 

Excessive   Taxation 

Only  about  5  per  cent  of  the  more  than 
.$22,000,000  collected  by  states  and  munici- 
palities from  insurance  companies  in  taxes 
is  used  for  supporting  insurance  depart- 
ments. The  association  has  protested  em- 
phatically against  this  injustice  because  ex- 
cessive taxation  increases  rates,  which  in- 
cite unfair  criticism  of  the  business. 

Concluding  Summary 
This  brief  statement  regarding  the  or- 
ganization, work  and  aims  of  the  National 
Association  of  Insurance  Agents  is  evidence 
of  its  tangible  accomplishments  and  is  suf- 
ficient to  indicate  the  reasons  for  its  ex- 
istence. It  has  often  been  thought  too  radi- 
cal by  companies  and  too  conservative  by 
agents  but  time  has  proven  that  its  action 
was  wise.  The  preventive  and  co-operative 
work  of  the  association  has,  perhaps,  been 
of  more  value  than  its  constructive  meas- 
ures, our  policy  being  to  take  the  initiative 
only  when  necessary.  At  present  we  are 
particularly  interested  in  fire  prevention, 
equitable  rating,  better  agents,  reduced  ex- 
penses and  supervisory  as  opposed  to  de- 
structive or  prohibitory  legislation.  In  the 
future,   as   in    the   past,   we   shall    endeavor 
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to  meet  every  change  whether  evolutionary 
or  artificial,  with  open  minds  and  wise  ac- 
tion, supporting  all  that  improves  and  op- 
posing all  that  injures  the  business. 

We  are  bound  to  no  special  interest  and 
will  not  co-operate  in  any  movement  that 
does  not  recognize  that  both  companies  and 
their  agents  are  entitled  to  existence  and 
fair  treatment;  nor  will  we  support  any  ac- 
tion in  connection  with  the  business  that  is 
unjust  to  property  owners.  We  hold  fire 
insurance  to  be  an  economic  necessity,  which 
should  be  conducted  equitably  and  controlled 
fairly. 


Setting    Fire   to   Forests   in  Southern 
California 

The  evidence  of  boot  tracks  entering  the 
stream  and  emerging  again  half  a  mile 
below,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  pursuit 
off  the  track,  and  the  discovery  of  the  same 
tracks,  identified  as  those  of  the  suspect, 
at  the  point  where  the  canyon  fire  was 
started,  together  with  proof  that  the  actual 
firing  was  done  either  with  a  sun  glass  or 
a  candle  set  in  the  tall,  dry  grass,  has  re- 
moved all  doubt  from  the  minds  of  Super- 
visor Charlton  and  his  rangers  as  to  the 
incendary  source  of  this  and  numerous  other 
recent  fires,  as  well  as  to  the  identity  of 
the  firebug. 

Since  this  man,  whose  name  is  withheld 
for  the  time  being  by  the  forest  oflScials, 
was  ejected  from  the  land  to  which  he  had 
set  up  an  illegal  claim,  numerous  threats 
have  been  received  that  the  big  woods  them- 
selves would  be  made  to  furnish  fuel  for 
revenge.  The  developments  following  the 
Lytle  Creek  blaze  have  justified  placing 
him  under  close  surveillance  and  his  next 
attempt  at  the  wholesale  destruction  of  the 
timber,  in  which  he  has  been  forbidden  to 
live,  will  almost  certainly  result  in  his  ar- 
rest. 

Two  Ways  of  Starting  Fires 
His  method  of  work,  however,  is  such  as 
to  make  it  next  to  impossible  to  catch  him 
red-handed.  The  character  of  the  fires 
traced  to  him  and  charred  evidence  found 
in  their  path  indicate  that  he  has  two  ways 


of  starting  a  big  fire.  Both  of  them  en- 
able him  to  establish  what  appears  on  the 
surface  to  be  an  unimpeachable  alibi. 

One  of  these  involves  the  use  of  a  power- 
ful sun  glass  and  a  handful  of  phosphorus 
matches.  The  former  is  set  up  in  the  dry 
grass  during  the  early  morning  and  at  an 
angle  previously  determined  by  experiments. 
At  the  focal  point  of  this  magnifying  glass 
the  matches  are  placed,  their  heads  all  to- 
gether, at  the  exact  place  where  the  rays 
of  the  sun  will  be  concentrated  by  the  con- 
vex lens.  Having  arranged  this  contrivance 
the  firebug  makes  tracks  as  fast  as  possible 
and,  some  hours  later,  when  the  sun  has 
reached  the  angle  at  which  the  matches 
burst  into  flame  and  ignite  the  surround- 
ing grass,  he  is  miles  away  and  careful  to 
be  in  sight  and  hearing  of  as  many  persons 
as  possible.  Theoretically,  all  traces  of  the 
arson  device  are  destroyed  by  the  fire;  prac- 
tically the  blaze  usually  sweeps  away  so 
rapidly  that  there  is  enough  left  of  the  glass 
and  matches  to  plainly  indicate  what  started 
the  fire. 

The  other  plan  is  to  set  a  lighted  candle 
in  the  grass  in  some  protected  spot.  In 
the  course  of  an  hour  or  so,  during  which 
the  incendiary  has  been  establishing  his 
alibi,  the  candle  burns  down  to  a  point 
where  its  fiame  sets  fire  to  the  grass  and 
the  forest  fire  is  on.  This  device  is  regarded 
as  the  more  dangerous  of  the  two  in  that 
it  leaves  practically  no  trace  outside  of  an 
indistinguishable  spot  of  grease.  In  all  of 
the  recent  incendiary  forest  fires  the  place 
of  starting  has  been  chosen  with  great  cun- 
ning and  the  double  object  of  causing  the 
blaze  to  spread  swiftly  and  of  increasing 
the  difficulty  of  fighting  it. 

Several  Blazes 

The  Lvtle  Creek  canyon  blaze  is  the  most 
destructive  one  yet  to  the  discredit  of  the 
suspect.  It  destroyed  over  1000  acres  of 
watershed  and  was  conquered  only  with 
great  difiiculty,  but  if  it  results  in  the  final 
capture  of  the  incendiary  the  loss  will  be 
regarded  as  small  in  comparison  to  that 
desired  result. 
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A  month  ago  Supervisor  Charlton  saw  a 
thin  line  of  smoke  near  a  place  where  the 
snspect  had  been  seen,  and,  believing  that 
he  was  about  to  start  another  fire,  hurriedly 
called  a  force  of  rangers  together  and  sur- 
rounded the  place.  It  developed,  however, 
that  the  smoke  came  from  a  eampfire  which 
was,  to  all  appearances,  innocent  of  ulterior, 
purposes.  This  is  the  nearest  that  the  man 
has  been  to  actual  arrest. 

One  other  such  incendiary  was  caught  in 
the  Cleveland  reserve  some  years  ago,  after 
a  series  of  destructive  fires  traced  to  him, 
and  he  is  now  serving  a  long  term  in  San 
Quentin.  Supervisor  Charlton  said  recently 
that  there  have  been  thirty  successful 
prosecutions  within  the  past  year  of  persons 
who  have  left  fires  burning  in  the  Angeles 
reserve  but  that  in  no  case  were  these  any- 
thing but  the  result  of  carelessness. 

At  this  time  there  are  daily  applications 
for  permits  to  camp  in  the  mountains,  and 
they  are  issued  without  cost  to  those  desir- 
ing a  vacation  in  the  woods,  the  only  request 
being  that  the  recipients  of  the  permits  look 
carefully  after  the  campfires,  according  to 
the  rules  prescribed  by  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment. 


can  conduct  a  private  business  econom- 
ically and  profitably."  But  they  prove 
that  we  have  no  merchant  marine  and  the 
Median  empires  have  no  navies  "at  large." 


War  Insurance 

Washington,  Sept.  10. — The  government 
bureau  of  war  risk  insurance,  since  its 
creation,  September  2,  1914,  has  written 
1245  policies,  more  than  100  a  month,  ag- 
gregating $82,709,689. 

Total  net  premiums  received  have 
amounted  to  $2,004,695,  while  losses  paid 
on  the  Evelyn,  the  Carib,  the  Greenbrier 
and  the  William  P.  Frye  amounted  to 
$695,420.  A  salvage  of  $25,232  on  the 
Evelyn  has  been  received,  however,  re- 
ducing the  loss,  and  further  remittances 
of  this  sort  are  expected. 

After  net  losses  are  deducted  a  surphis 
of  $1,309,274  is  left.  The  total  cost  of 
the  bureau  was  $17,711.  Possible  out- 
standing claims  amount  to  about  $100,000 
s,nd  the  total  amount  of  insurance  at  risk 
on  September  1st  was  $6,915,215. 

The  politicians  are  delighted.  They  say 
these  figures  prove  that   "the  government 


Additional  Washington  Figures 

Net  Prem's  Losses  Inc. 

A  meriean  Druggists $    1,227  |         .    . 

Automobile 162  .   .   . 

Century 2,608  5,658 

Continental       124.839  05,278 

Fire  of  Seattle 7,249  3,269 

General 11,049  4,577 

Girarrt 13,877  7.570 

Glens  Falls 23,203  11,290 

Granite  State        9,507  6,731 

Hanover 36,766  14,320 

Lumber 11,531  .   .    . 

Merchants,  Colo 7.426  9,238 

Michigan  Com'l 9,437  5,762 

National  Brewers 1,295  206 

Nationale 9,068  6,461 

New  Brunswick 18,198  13.9:38 

Northern,  N.  Y 24,436  14,753 

North  River 21,062  9,621 

Pacific  States 24,230  25,881 

Phoenix  Fire,  Paris 11,991  6,739 

Reliance 15,385  10,793 

Underwriters  at  Am.  Lloyds  .       5,357  233 

Williamsburg  City 22.208  6,018 

Yorkshire 25,110  8,789 

Commissioner  Fishback  gives  these  grand 
totals  for  the  fire  companies  in  1914:  prem- 
iums, $5,373,492;  losses,  $3,660,022. 


Sexton's  "Fire  Insurance" 

Helena,  Mont.,  Aug.  24,  1915. 
I  have  received  the  book  ordered  by  me, 
*'Fire  Insurance,"  by  the  veteran  adjuster, 
Williain  Sexton,  and  find  the  same  fully  up 
to  expectations.  The  subjects  are  covered 
only  as  Mr.  Sexton  is  able  to  handle  them, 
each  paragraph  being  brief,  crisp,  to  the 
point  and  convincing,  while  the  various 
statements,  estimates  and  schedules  are 
clear  and  an  education  to  those  who  will 
give  them  icareful  study.  Fire  insurance 
and  adjustments  are  covered  as  thoroughly 
as  possible  in  a  book  of  128  pages.  Local 
agents,  special  agents  and  adjusters  will 
find  Sexton's  "Fire  Insurance"  instructive 
and  invaluable  in  nearly  every  branch  of 
the  business.  An  adjuster  with  this  book 
in  his  possession  can  readily  handle  almost 
any  loss  which  may  occur. 

R.  Lockey,  Adjuster, 
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Life  Conservation  Day 

There  were  seven  divisions  of  the  parade. 
The  protecting  police  led,  then  a  band,  then 
two  companies  of  saving  artillery,  another 
band,  cavalry,  sailors  from  the  battle-ship, 
ambulance  company,  field  hospital,  life 
saving  crew  and  boats,  rescue  truck,  band, 
chief  and  commissioners  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco fire  department.  Praetorians  lodge, 
nurses,  floats,  fire-proofing  and  fire  alarm 
wagons,  and  a  "water  wagon"which  didn't 
bear  the  legend,  "If  water  rots  your  rubbers, 
think  what  it  must  do  to  your  stomach." 

Congressman  Hathaway  introduced  E.  E. 
Rittenhouse,  president  of  the  Life  Exten- 
tion  Institute,  as  chairman  of  the  day  at  the 
official  exercises,  which  included  his  accep- 
tance of  an  Exposition  medal  from  Willard 
Done  and  addresses  by  Dr.  Frederick  L. 
Hoffman,  statistician  of  the  Prudential 
Insurance  Company;  C.  C.  Pierce,  senior 
surgeon  of  the  United  States  Public  Health 
Service. 

R.  W.  Osborn,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters,  presented  Alvin  E.  Pope, 
chief  of  the  department  of  social  economy 
for  the  Exposition,  with  a  silver  loving  cup, 
the  gift  of  the  exhibitors  in  this  depart- 
ment. 


Did  you  scan  that  page  posterette  on  416 
September  Coast  Review?  In  56  years 
population  has  more  than  trebled,  and  the 
number  of  life  policies  in  force  has  increased 
158  times.  There  is  now  an  "ordinary" 
life  policy  for  every  13th  person  in  this 
country.     Lucky  13! 


The  Concordia  Life  of  (iennany  in  seven 
mouths  of  war  covered  ll,ii(M)  soldiers'  lives 
for  $16,000,000.  Of  these.  2.") 5  were  killed. 
They  were  insured  for  $300,000 ;  and  55  were 
merchants,  43  were  public  officials,  25  were 
farmers,  18  were  teachers  and  professors,  15 
were  lawyers,  13  were  lat)orers,  and  49  were 
tradesmen  and  mechanics. 


Workmen's  Compensation 

The  tide  of  workmen's  compensation  legis- 
lation gives  no  indication  of  slackening. 
New  laws  becoming  operative  during  1915 
have  been  enacted  by  the  following  states, 
to  take  effect  as  of  the  dates  mentioned: 

Colorado,  effective  August  1,  1915. 


Indiana, 

Maine, 

Montana, 

Oklahoma, 

Pennsylvania, 

Vermont, 

Wyoming, 


September  1,  1915. 
.January  1,  1916. 
July  1,  1915. 
September  1,  1915. 
January  1,  1916. 
July  1,  1915. 
April  1,  1915. 


In  the  following  states  existing  laws  have 
been  amended  during  the  present  year: 


California 

Connecticut 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

^Minnesota 

Nevada 


New  Jersey 
New  York 
Oregon 
Rhode  Island 
AVashington 
West  Virginia 


The  most  notable  change  was  in  the  case 
of  New  York,  which  altered  radically  the 
method  of  paying  compensation.  Under 
the  original  act  the  workman  received  his 
compensation  payment  directly  from  the 
couimission.  The  amended  law  provided 
that  after  April  1  payment  should  be  made 
directly  by  the  employer,  who  in  turn  might 
be  reimbursed  by  the  insurance  carrier,  i.e., 
the  insuring  company.  In  actual  i)ractice, 
however,  the  companies  settle  directly  with 
tlie  injured  men  in  most  instances,  it  hav- 
ing been  found  that  by  so  doing  all  interests 
were  served  best,  and  a  good  deal  of  un- 
necessary routine  and  delay  eliminated. — 
Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.   .Monthly   Bulletin. 


"A  gentleman  is  a  man  who  'ni'vtr  heanl 
the  story'  before." 


Waco,  Texas,  is  chiefly  noted  because  it 
is  the  home  of  the  Amicable  Life,  which  has 
a  building  20  stories  high,  246  feet  and  4 
inches  in  the  air  or  303  feet  to  the  top  of 
the  flag  pole.  The  building  weighs  40,085,- 
200  pounds.  The  gross  income  from  rents 
is  $84,724;  the  cash  invested  is  $883,694, 
and  the  percent  net  earned  on  investment 
is  5.1. 
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UNJUST  INSURANCE  TAXATION 

From  an  Address  of  Hon.  James  V.  Barry, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  on  "Taxation  of  In- 
surance Companies:     How  It  Can 
Be    Reduced   in   the   Vari- 
ous States,  Munici- 
palities, Etc." 

Investigation  discloses  the  fact  that  dur- 
ing the  jjast  two  decades  at  least,  no  sub- 
ject of  importance  to  the  business  of  insur- 
ance in  all  its  branches  has  been  discussed 
with  a  fraction  of  the  frequency,  the  intelli- 
gence and  the  thoroughness  that  has  char- 
acterized the  consideration  of  the  topic  as- 
signed me  for  discussion  today. 

Eepresentatives  of  every  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness, each  new  line  being  promptly  enlisted  as 
rapidly  as  created  in  response  to  the  demands 
of  the  ever-expanding  and  constantly  devel- 
oping business  interests  of  the  country,  have 
with  increasing  regularity  had  their  say 
about  the  injustice  of  the  existing  system 
of  taxation  of  premium  income.  Having 
had  their  say,  strikingly  in  line  with  all  that 
had  previously  been  said  upon  the  subject, 
these  orators  and  essayists  and  the  interests 
they  sought  to  serve,  have  lapsed  into  in- 
action, and  the  states  have  proceeded  to 
gather  in  the  constantly  increasing  toll  in- 
cident to  the  rapidly  expanding  volume  of 
business  transacted  by  the  growing  number 
of  companies  authorized  to  transact  busi- 
ness within  their  respective  jurisdictions. 

Now  and  then  a  ray  of  hope  has  been  dis- 
cerned amid  the  gloom,  when  a  statesman,  in 
response  doubtless  to  the  promptings  of 
some  influential  constituents,  has  raised  his 
voice  in  opposition  to  the  unholy  system 
which  has  been  written  into  the  statutes  of 
nearly  every  state  of  the  Union ;  but  these 
lawmaker  converts  have  not  materialized  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  justify  the  hope  that 
present  methods  of  discussion,  without  wide- 
spread and  effective  agitation  and  action  de- 
signed to  arouse  the  public  at  large,  will  re- 
sult in  more  than  an  occasional  conversion 
among  their  number,  with  grave  fear  of 
back-sliding  because  of  the  utter  lonesome- 
ness  of  their  condition. 


$20,000,000  Insurance  Taxes 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  volumes  have 
been  intelligently  and  forcefully  written  and 
declared  on  the  subject  of  insurance  taxa- 
tion, and  that  during  the  time  of  prepara- 
tion and  publication  of  this  vast  contribu- 
tion to  the  literature  of  the  subject,  any 
change  made  in  the  rate  of  taxation  has  been 
an  advance  which  the  volume  has  steadily 
and  ruthlessly  increased  until,  as  applied  to 
all  branches  of  insurance  in  this  country,  it 
now  aggregates  fully  $20,000,000  per  annum, 
I  am  inevitably  and  unerringly  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  I  can  not  possibly  hope  to 
make  any  contribution  of  value  to  the  alto- 
gether far  too  prolonged  discussion,  and, 
furthermore,  that  even  were  I  able  to  launch 
upon  an  argument  heretofore  unthought  of 
by  the  capable  men  who  have  studied  it  and 
declared  themselves  upon  it,  nothing  could 
avail  us  for  the  reason  that  it  has  long 
since  been  demonstrated  to  a  certainty  that 
mere  talk  is  barren  of  results. 

What  is  needed,  if  any  relief  from  the 
excessive  and  unjust  burden  of  taxation  now- 
being  borne  by  the  business  is  to  be  had  in 
intelligent,  well-directed  and  widely  distrib- 
uted action  designed  to  force  a  knowledge 
and  appreciation  of  the  situation  into  the 
niinds  of  the  millions  of  policyholders  who 
pay  this  unjust  exaction,  and  thus  secure 
from  them  that  co-operation  which  alone 
will   accomplish   the    desired   results. 

While  the  Virginia  statute  to  which  ref- 
erence is  made  in  the  report,  although  in- 
creasing the  rate,  eliminated  the  old  annual 
specific  license  fee  of  $200  and  provided 
exemption  from  municipal  taxation,  it  was 
so  framed,  either  designedly  or  inadver- 
tently, as  to  require  the  companies  to  pay 
this  year  two  taxes — one  under  the  old  la\\' 
and  an  increased  tax  under  the  new  en- 
actment. 

Possible  Effect  of  Prohibition 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  rapid  spread  of 
prohibition  throughout  the  country  promises 
to  have  an  important  bearing  upon  insurance 
taxation.  Thus  far  the  first  thought  appears 
to  have  been  to  make  good  the  loss  of  rev- 
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eDue  heretofore  received  from  the  liquor 
business,  by  increasing  the  tax  on  insurance 
premiums.  Virginia  and  West  Virginia  are 
striking  examples  of  this  tendency,  and  other 
states  may  be  expected  to  follow  in  their 
wake  as  the  prohibition  propaganda  spreads 
as  it  promises  to  do. 

Next  to  Railroad  Taxation 

Designed,  and  justly  so,  to  provide  solely 
for  the  expense  of  the  supervision  of  the 
business,  the  system  of  insurance  fees  and 
taxes  has  expanded  until  it  now  produces 
in  not  a  few  states,  the  largest  item  of  rev- 
enue, with  the  single  exception  of  that  ex- 
acted  from   railroad   corporations. 

This  state  of  Michigan,  for  instance, 
which,  during  a  period  of  ten  years,  hon- 
ored me  far  beyond  my  deserts,  during  the 
fiscal  year  which  ended  June  30th,  1915,  col- 
lected from  insurance  companies  in  excess 
of  twenty-two  and  one-half  times  as  much 
as  was  spent  for  supervision.  Xot  only  that, 
but  95  per  cent  of  the  total  exacted  was, 
under  the  provision  of  the  constitution  of 
the  state,  covered  into  the  primary  school 
fund  already  confessedly  top-heavy,  and  to 
a  certain  extent,  therefore,  was  not  even 
judiciously  expended. 

No  one,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
learn,  has  ever  even  attempted  to  justify  the 
imposition  of  a  tax  on  the  receipts  of  in- 
surance companies  alone  of  all  classes  of  in- 
dividuals and  corporations  transacting  busi- 
ness in  the  state,  on  any  other  ground  than 
that  the  state  needs  the  money  and  that  this 
is  an  easy  way  to  acquire  it.  That,  of 
course,  may  be  the  excuse,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly no  justification. 

Neither  have  I  ever  heard  anyone  attempt 
seriously  to  justify  the  taxation  of  the  rev- 
enues of  all  classes  of  insurance  corpora- 
tions except  fraternal  and  assessment  as- 
sociations. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  quarrel  with  the 
reason  invariably  given  for  excepting  fra- 
ternal and  assessment  associations  from 
taxation.  This,  as  you  all  know,  is  that 
they  do  not  transact  business  for  profit,  and, 
therefore,  their  entire  revenue  is  paid  out  in 
the   liquidation   of   claims   and   expenses    of 


conducting  the  business.  Granting,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  this  to  be  so,  I  have 
vainly  sought  some  sage  who  could  give  a 
lucid  reason  why  approximately  90  per  cent 
of  the  revenues  of  all  insurance  corporations, 
both  stock  and  mutual,  which  are  devoted  to 
the  same  commendable  purpose,  should  not 
likewise  be  exempt  from  taxation.  Tax  the 
balance  which  represents  the  shareholders' 
profit,  if  you  will,  although  even  that  rule 
is  applied  to  no  other  business,  but  leave 
that  major  portion  devoted  to  the  conduct 
of  the  business  free  from  \exj  and  thus 
treat  all  classes  of  insurance  alike.  Surely 
there  can  be  no  reason  why  the  revenues  of 
purely  mutual  corporations  should  not  be  left 
unmolested  if  those  of  fraternal  and  assess- 
ment associations  are  not  to  be  taxed — and 
no  one  objects  to  the  exemption  of  the  latter. 

Should  Not  Tax  Losses  and  Expenses 

By  the  same  token,  I  venture  to  repeat 
by  way  of  emphasis,  that  at  least  that  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  of  both  stock  and  mu- 
tual insurance  companies,  used  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  and  expenses  of  conducting 
the  business,  should  not  be  taxed,  and  no 
reason  in  justice  or  equity  can  be  advanced 
for  le\-ying  a  tax  upon  it. 

An  interesting  sidelight  which  demon- 
strates the  charming  inconsistency  of  the 
states  with  respect  to  the  taxation  of  insur- 
ance premiums  is  the  fact  that  not  one  of 
the  states  which  has  enacted  laws  providing 
a  State  fund  for  workmen's  compensation  in- 
surance has  ever  thought  of  taxing  the  vast 
volume  of  premiums  which  is  annually  paid 
into  such  fund,  while  at  least  one  state  has 
provided  that  all  the  expenses  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  fund  for  three  years 
shall  be  paid,  not  from  the  contributions  of 
the  insured — but  from  the  general  funds  of 
the  state.  All  these  states,  of  course,  find 
it  absolutely  just  and  necessary  to  levy  a 
tax  on  the  premiums  paid  insurance  com- 
panies for  like  indemnity. 

1  have  never  had  any  patience  with  the 
argument  so  frequently  advanced,  that  in- 
surance premiums  should  not  be  taxed  for 
the  reason  that  by  so  doing  the  State  is 
levying  a  tax  on  thrift.     There  is  no  force 
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in  that  argument.  In  fact,  there  is  no  argu- 
ment about  it.  All  taxation,  whatever  its 
nature,  is  a  tax  on  thrift.  The  thriftless 
pays  no  tax  save  that  inconsequential  con- 
tribution which  is  indirectly  involved  in  his 
very  meagre  expenditures  incident  to  his 
miserable  existence. 

If  tax  on  thrift  is  to  be  eliminated,  then 
the  state  will  be  absolutely  barren  of  rev- 
enue with  which  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
government.  The  taxation  of  thrift  is  nec- 
essary, essential,  and  in  every  sense  proper. 

What  the  companies  should  protest  against 
is  the  taxation  of  misfort;me. 


One    Man  in    a    Thousand    in    Life 
Insurance 

"I  came,  I  SAW,  I  conquered."  The 
success  of  the  greatest  general  of  his  time 
was  due  not  to  spouting,  but  to  seeing. 
Concentrated  observation  was  the  secret 
formula.  It  made  Caesar  the  greatest  of 
•Koman  conquerers.  It  immortalized  "Veni- 
Vidi-Viei." 

The  conquerors  are  always  thus.  In 
the  dark  day  of  our  national  division  the 
general  who  saved  the  Union  was  The 
Silent  One.  The  big  talkers  all  had  their 
try.  Then  came  Grant.  He  talked  not. 
lie  observed  only.  Inevitably  he  con- 
quered. 

Every  sales  organization  has  a  host  of 
hopeless  helperettes.  They  are  willing 
enough  in  handing  out  a  line  of  conversa- 
tion, but  they  almost  all  balk  on  concen- 
trated observation.  After  a  phonographic 
record  is  made  it  requires  mighty  little 
energy  to  make  the  wheels  go  round.  And 
this  is  just  as  applicable  to  the  sales 
automaton  as  to  the  Edison  phonograph. 
But  it  does  take  power — and  highly  con- 
centrated at  that — to  think  even  a  little. 
This  explains  "the  one  man  in  a  thousand" 
in  life  insurance.  It  is  the  reason  why 
the  average  man  in  the  profession  inter- 
views a  hundred  prospects  to  close  twenty, 
while  the  exceptional  man  interviews 
twenty  men  and  closes  a  hundred  thousand. 
The  difference  lies  in  observation — not 
conversation. 


The  musician  playing  the  piano  strikes 
the  right  note  at  the  right  time  in  the 
right  way  and  produces  harmony.  So  the 
salesman,  observing  the  other  fellow, 
strikes  the  right  imjjulse  at  the  right  time 
in  the  right  way,  producing  the  right  re- 
sponse. 

But  there's  no  black  art  about  it.  Just 
as  the  musician  reads  music,  the  lawyer 
law,  or  the  M.  D.  medicine,  so  may  any 
ambitious  man  read  men  by  the  observa- 
tional application  of  the  Arnett  Character 
Analysis. 


On  the  Decline 

The  Continental  Casualty  pays  30  percent 
commivssion  to  agents  and  brokers  and  20 
percent  dividends  to  stockholders.  Expenses 
are  56  percent  of  the  premiums!  Assets 
fell  offS5229,271  last  year.  Losses  and  ex- 
penses were  more  than  premiums.  The 
latter  fell  off  some  §312,000. 


Connecticut  Mutual  Life   Meeting 

Last  week  the  general  agents  of  this  great 
company  gathered  at  the  home  office  in 
Hartford  and  held  a  very  satisfactory  and 
fruit-bearing  annual  convention.  President 
Taylor  welcomsd  the  delegates,  all  strong 
men,  loyal  to  the  company  and  its  methods 
and  bent  on  service.  Assistant  Supt.  of 
Agencies  Fisher  was  presented  with  a  silver 
bowl  by  tiie  general  agents. 


It  was  the  latest  type  of  "safety"  razor 
too  and  shaved  perfectly  the  bothersome 
corn  of  the  Richmond,  Cal.,  workman.  A 
week  later  the  surgeon  shaved  off  half  his 
leg  and  he  didn't  use  a  safety  razor  either. 


The  Maryland  Casualty  is  being  sued  for 
$30,000  by  the  widow  of  a  man  shot  by  his 
nurse. 


Workmen's  collective  wasn't  a  sugar 
plum  for  the  London  G.  &  A.  Losses  and 
expenses  exceeded  premiums. 


Prudential  policyholders  will  vote  for  the 
company's  directors  on  December  6. 
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LIFE    INSURANCE 


Life   Insurance    Is    Both    Investment    and 
Indemnity 

A  life  insurance  premium  is  a  deposit  in 
the  Life  Insurance  Savings  Bank.  This  de- 
posit, made  regularly  at  agreed  intervals, 
earns  compound  interest  and  therefore  it  is 
an  investment.  Laws  prohibit  its  specula- 
tive investment,  but  there  is  a  greater  range 
of  loans  and  purchases  than  by  the  ordinary 
savings  bank.  The  average  annual  interest 
earned  is  o^  percent. 

The  indemnity  feature  is  the  most 
attractive.  Death  creates  an  indemnity 
liability  of  the  Life  Insurance  Savings  Bank, 
an  obligation  to  pay  at  once  to  the  deposi- 
tor's beneficiary  an  agreed  sum,  usually 
much  in  excess  of  the  total  deposits  made 
and  promised.  Isn't  that  a  good  invest- 
ment? 

Life  insurance  is  not  an  investment  in 
the  sense  of  a  purchase  of  a  house  or  land 
or  shares  of  stock,  but  it  is  legitimately 
speculative  in  the  sense  of  an  investment 
vvitiiout  risk  of  principal  but  with  pcssibili- 
ties  of  large  gains  for  the  estate  in  the 
event  of  one  grave  contingency. 

Another  way  of  looking  at  life  insui-ance 
as  an  investment  is  thi.s:  if  the  premium 
were  not  thus  deposited,  year  after  year,  it 
would  not,  as  a  rule,  otherwise  be  saved. 
The  cash  options  are  new  capital,  springing 
from  the  life  insurance  investment. 


L)own  at  Del  3Ionte  the  president  of  the 
American  Insurance  Convention,  E.  W. 
Randall,  made  an  address  summarizing 
what  life  insurance  does.  By  the  way,  his 
picture  looks  like  that  of  the  great  Peace 
Professor,  Wm.  Jennings  B.  Of  coarse  that 
summary  included  much  that  has  been  said 
in  summing  the  l^enefits  of  death  insurance, 
in  these  pages  and  elsewl»ere;  but  three 
things  caught  our  eagle  eye  and  and  riveted 
our  attention  with  brass  tack;^.  Here  they 
are : 

"Life  insurance  gives  repose  to  the  rich 
and  courage  to  the  poor." 

"Life  insurance  encourages  tlie  marriage 
of  the  prudent  man  and  woman." 


"Life  insurance  certifies  to  a  man's  love 
of  family  and  deepens  the  love  and  respect 
which  wife  and  children  hold  for  him." 

We  endorse  these  sentiments  because  we 
wrote  'em  and  printed  'em,  first,  in  about 
the  same  words  nearly  twenty  years  ago. 
A  paper  called  "Business,"  of  England,  and 
a  Detroit  paper,  swiped  and  sold  this  sum- 
mary of  ours  without  a  word  of  credit,  and 
the  New  York  Life,  with  a  wrong  credit, 
has  since  been  circulating  the  Coast  Review's 
snmmarv  "What  Life  Insurance  Does" 


No  Jewel 

The  New  York  Life  announces  that  it  has 
bought  none,  will  buy  none  of  the  allies' 
credit  loan  bonds,  which  are  the  base  of 
purchases  of  wheat,  meat  and  other  sup- 
plies in  tiiis  country,  and  make  business  and 
prosperity.  But  an  English  paper  recently 
said  that  the  Xew  York  Life's  repre^^enta- 
tives  in  Germany  bought  German  war-loan 
bonds,  as  reported,  and  the  company  has 
never  denied  the  truth  of  this  report.  The 
jewel  of  consistency  does  not  seem  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  this  company. 

Here  is  the  In-=urance  Observer,  labor- 
iously trying  to  show  that  assessment  insur- 
ance is  inferior  to  legal  reserve  because  after 
32  years  one  man  paid  $23  more  for  liis 
l^enefit  than  it  came  to  and  the  legal  reserve 
man  paid  s;>00  less  than  liis  policy  netted. 
Must  make  a  better  argmnent  than  that, 
for  the  larger  advance  payments  of  the 
latter  cost  him  more  than  that  $300  in 
interest  lost.  The  queer  Observer  really 
proved  that  the  fraternal  man  was  the 
gainer,  he  having  had  for  years  $3,000  in- 
surance for  two-fifths  the  cost  to  the  old- 
line  man.  Is  it  possible  that  the  life  com- 
panies buy  such  Observer  crude  stufl? 


The  Equitable  Life  is  being  sued  at  San 
Antonio.  Tex.,  by  C.  E.  Knigiit,  agent, 
for  $20,000  damages.  The  company  asked 
the  insurance  commissioner  not  to  renew 
Knight's  license,  and  later  tiled  charges 
against  him.  Whereby  he  lost  a  promised 
job  and  was  damaged  in  reputation. 


We   Never  Suppress  Insurance  News 


467 


Knights  of  Columbus  Sued 

Widow  Wins  in  Utah  Supreme  Court 

The  widow  of  Wm.  J.  ^loraii,  late  of 
Ogden,  Utah,  sued  the  fraternal  Knights  of 
Colnml)ns  insurance  society  for  81,000  life 
insurance  money.  Deceased  had  been  a 
member  nine  years.  The  fraternal  society 
refused  to  pay  the  widow  and  she  brought 
suit  for  the  insurance  money. 

The  Knights  denied  liability;  said  Moran 
was  often  delinquent,  and  was  delinquent 
and  not  a  member  at  the  time  of  liis  death; 
and  that  he  committed  suicide,  which  re- 
lieved the  society  of  any  liability  under  its 
by-laws. 

The  plaintiff  widow  produced  a  receipt 
signed  by  the  financial  secretary  of  the 
local  council  of  the  K.  of  C. ,  showing  that 
the  deceased  had  paid  his  dues  and  assess- 
ments up  to  tlie  1st  of  June,  U»l?,.  The 
receipt  was  dated  June  16,  1913,  and  six 
days  later  Moran  died. 

The  technical  Knights  then  moved  for  a 
non-suit  on  the  ground  that  plaintiff  had 
failed  to  prove  that  she  had  submitted 
proofs  of  death.  The  court  denied  the 
motion,  defendant  having  denied  uncondi- 
tionally any  liability. 

Deceased  had  paid  regularly  all  dues  and 
assessments  for  over  five  years,  and  liad 
previously  paiil  all  dues  and  assessments  in 
full. 

The  trial  jury  gave  judgment  for  plaintiff. 
Defendant  appealed. 

The  supreme  court  of  Utah  decided  for 
plaintiff  widow,  and  in  conclusion  said: 

The  law  which  limits  the  enforcement  of 
forfeitures,  where  all  have  acted  in  good 
faith,  within  the  narrowest  limits  has  been 
well,  and  as  we  think  correctly,  established 
by  the  courts.  Forfeiture  for  long  past 
acts  or  omissions,  which  leave  the  insured 
and  the  beneficiary  alike  helplsss,  is  just  as 
odious  if  exacted  by  a  benevolent  society  as 
if  sought  to  be  enforced  by  the  most  grasp- 
ing corporation.  In  no  case  should  forfei- 
tures be  enforced  by  the  courts  except 
where  the  contract  of  the  parties,  the  law 
applicable  thereto,  and  justice  permit  no 
other  course.  We  desire  to  add  that  we  do 
not  hold  that  a  forfeiture  may  not  be  insisted 


upon  in  any  case  after  this  association  has 
received  assessments  from  a  member,  but 
what  we  hold  is  that,  under  the  facts  and 
circumstances  of  this  case,  a  forfeiture  may 
not  be  enforced. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  the  judgment  is 
affirmed,  with  costs  to  respondent. 

Decision  in  full  in  the  Pacific  Reporter, 
Sept.  27,  1915,  151  P.  R.  358. 


Life  Insurance  for    Working-Men 

Editor  Coast  Review : 

"Sir."  said  the  poor  man  to  the  life  in- 
surance solicitor,  "you  must  make  a  better 
offer  and  a  better  argument  for  life  insurance 
to  me.  You  ask  me  to  pay  you  860  a  year 
for  $2,000  life  insurance.  The  $2,000  paid  to 
my  widow  if  invested  in  a  safe  bond  or  de- 
posited in  a  savings  bank  would  pay  my 
family  only  $80  a  year.  What  good  would 
that  do  them?  Life  insurance  is  only  for 
the  rich  or  the  well-to-do.  For  I  could  not 
afford  to  pay  more  than  $60  premiums  a 
year,  and  that  sum  would  make  my  wife 
skimp  us  needed  food.     Don't  bother  me." 

Now  this  workman  was  right.  ^lodern 
and  ancient  life  insuranc^e  was  not  intended 
for  him. 

Only  industrial  life  insurance  can  help 
him. 

Renewable  term  life  insurance  would  help 
the  working-man — it  would  give  him  large 
protection  for  a  few  years.  But  the  com- 
panies do  not  pay  me  enough  to  solicit  that 
kind  of  business,  even  if  I  could  persuade 
working-men  to  buy  life  insurance  as  they 
would  buy  fire  insurance. 

Modern  life  insurance  is  in  a  sense 
medieval.  It  operates  on  old  and  out- 
gi'own  lines,  for  it  exacts  a  deposit  from 
the  poor  man  to  be  returned  to  him. 

It  is  not  family  protection. 

Even  a  fool,  tiiough  a  state  insurance 
commissioner,  knows  that  insurance  mu.st 
change. 

Only  a  fool  can  argue  that  it  is  family  pro- 
tection, because  the  average  man  under  the 
average  policy  pays  for  and  buys  only  about 
SI  a  month  protection.  The  remainder  he 
furnishes  himself  liy  a  deposit  which  he 
would  better  put  in  a  savings  bank. 
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Let  us  not  blink  at  facts.  The  solicitor 
tries  to  sell  and  can  afford  only  to  sell  what 
the  average  poor  man  does  not  need  and 
can  as  well  do  without — a  contract  to  deposit 
monthly  a  large  sum  to  be  deposited  with 
the  company  instead  of  a  savings  bank 
which  would  pay  him  quite  as  much  com- 
pound interest. 

Come,  let  us  tell  the  truth. 

Life  insurance  is  not  primarily  and  essen- 
tially insurance  against  loss  by  death, — not 
as  practiced  the  world  over  by  life  insurance 
and  fraternal  insurance  companies. 

Life  insurance  is  chiefly  the  collection  and 
investment  of  annual  deposit  funds  and  the 
return  thereof  in  the  event  of  death,  plus 
interest,  plus  a  little  insurance  money  in 
the  improbable  event  of  early  death. 

In  this  respect  life  insurance  must  be  re- 
formed. More  must  be  paid  in  case  of 
death  within  5  or  10  or  15  years  of  child 
DEPENDENCE,  or  father  or  mother  or  wife 
dependence. 

Everything  changes.  Shall  not  life  insur- 
ance change?  J.  D.  B. 


Some    Things    Done    by    Life    Insurance 

It  provides  for  a  man  in  his  own  old 
age. 

It  enables  the  w^idow  to  educate  the 
children. 

It  is  the  safest  investment  known  among 
men. 

It  creates  for  the  poor  man  an  immedi- 
ate estate. 

Fewer  than  ten  men  in  a  hundred  leave 
any  estate  at  death. 

The  policy  is  a  certificate  of  health  for 
the  man  about  to  marry. 

It  will  enable  the  widow  to  pa}'  off  the 
mortgage  on  the  farm  or  the  home. 

It  will  continue  one's  income  after  his 
death   for  the  need   of  those  who   remain. 

Properly  written,  the  life  insurance  pol- 
icy is  exempt  from  the  claims  of  creditors. 

It  gives  the  business  man  good  standing 
with  his  banker  and  the  business  world. 

It  provides  for  his  family  when,  after 
death,  he  can  no  longer  care  for  their 
wants. 

Systematii"  in  its  methods,  it  affords  the 
surest  and  easiest  way  to  save  money. 


Most  men  at  death  leave  no  estate  for 
wife  and  children  other  than  their  life 
insurance. 

A  life  policy  in  a  sound  company  is  the 
best  present  the  young  husband  can  give 
his  bride. 

If  one  is  rich  he  can  afford  to  carry  life 
insurance;  if  he  is  poor  he  can  not  afford 
to  be  without  it. 

The  dead  have  no  further  need  of  bread; 
but  the  living,  who  are  left  behind,  will 
need   three  meals  a  day. 

It  is  the  one  thing  that  a  man  can  cer- 
tainly buy  today  for  less  money  than  will 
be  required  a  year  hence. 

When  a  man  dies,  some  of  his  invest- 
ments will  be  sold  at  a  loss.  The  life  pol- 
icy is  virtually  cash  in  bank. 

In  these  days  of  high  prices,  life  insur- 
ance is  perhaps  the  only  thing  that  costs 
less  than  it  did  a  generation  ago. 

It  is  an  investment  that  increases  in 
value  yearly;  there  is  no  uncertainty,  no 
depreciation,  no  possibility  of  loss. 

All  normal,  successful  men  carry  life 
insurance;  the  man  who  is  not  insured  in 
some  amount  is  a  curiosity,  a  freak. 

Life  insurance  places  a  man's  own  fu- 
ture welfare  and  the  welfare  of  his  wife 
and  children  upon  shoulders  stronger  than 
his  own. 

It  enables  the  remaining  members  of  a 
firm  to  buy  the  interest  of  the  deceased 
partner  without  delay  or  detriment  to  the 
business. 

It  brings  peace  of  mind  to  the  man  who 
loves  his  wife  and  children;  for  he  knows 
that,  whatever  may  happen,  they  are  pro- 
vided for. 

Life  insurance  means  ready  cash  for 
the  widow^  of  the  well-to-do  man,  whose 
funds  would  otherwise  be  tied  up  with  the 
settlement  of  the   estate. 

Through  life  insurance  a.  man  can  create 
an  immediate  estate  for  the  cost  of  one 
cigar  (or  a  young  man  for  the  cost  of  one 
street  car  fare)   a  da3\ 

Bonds  and  stocks  fluctuate  in  value; 
mortgages  may  fail  through  defective  title 
or  insufficient  security;  there  is  no  shrink- 
age in  the  value  of  a  life  insurance  policy. 
— Canada  Life  Echoes. 
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200  Work  Accidents  a  Day  in   California 

In  the  past  year  60,000  industrial  acci- 
dents occurred  in  California — 5, 000  a  month 
or  about  200  every  working  day.  Many  of 
these  could  iiave  been  prevented,  because 
caused  by  carelessness. 


Tapper  a   Department    Manager   for    the 
West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life 

The  West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  takes  pleasure  in  announc- 
ing the  appointment  of  AVilbur  S.  Tupper 
as  manager  of  the  Central  California  depart- 
ment of  the  company.  The  territory  em- 
braced in  the  agency  will  include  the  cities 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Bay  and  the  terri- 
tory east  and  south  of  same  down  to  Los 
Angeles  and  Kern  counties.  About  one 
quarter  of  the  state  will  be  included  in  the 
general  agency  thus  formed. 

Mr.  Tupper  is  well  known  to  the  insur- 
ance men  of  California.  The  development 
of  the  Conservative  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  its  insurance  operations  largely  was 
due  to  his  energy  and  resourcefulness.  He 
made  insurance  plans  for  that  company, 
organized  and  supervised  the  field  force  and 
succeeded  in  writing  an  astonishing  amount 
of  insurance  in  California  in  a  short  period 
of  time.  During  the  year  preceding  the 
consolidation  of  the  company  with  the  Pa- 
cific Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  Mr. 
Tupper' s  company  wrote  in  excess  of  eight 
and  a  half  million  dollars  in  California 
alone,  passing  the  record  of  every  company 
operating  in  the  state  at  that  time.  He  has 
had  great  success  in  training  men  in  field 
work  and  his  catching  enthusiasm  and  tire- 
less energy  have  been  a  great  help  to  men 
associated  with  him. 

The  West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life  looks 
forward  to  not  merely  a  large  volume  of 
business  from  Mr.  Tupper's  territory  but 
for  well  trained  field  men  who  may  be 
promoted  in  the  company's  service  as  they 
develop. 


Title  Insurance  Decision 

In  an  action  on  a  policy  insuring  against 
unmarketability  of  title,  title  held  unmarket- 
able, where  a  building  erected  on  the  land 
encroached  on  a  street  to  the  extent  that  it 
would  cost  $16,000  to  remove  it. — 154  X.  Y. 
S.  1024. 


Miscellaneous  Statistics 

Part  III  of  the  New  York  Insurance  Re- 
port, by  Jesse  S.  Phillips,  superintendent, 
gives  the  number  of  reporting  companies 
writing  miscellaneous  insurance  as  79,  a 
gain  of  17.  The  as.sets  are  $186,286,270,  a 
gain  of  about  §16,513,000. 

Capital  and  surplus  combined  are  §75,- 
062,598,  on  which  5.3  dividends  were  paid. 

Expenses  were  54  percent  of  the  prem- 
iums— or  $1  for  every  $1  of  benefit  paid. 


Our    Legal    Digest  this  month  is    rather 
short,  owing  to  the  judicial  vacation  sea.son. 


Abraham  Lincoln  once  owned  a  farm.  As 
it  was  in  Iowa  it  was  not  worth  much  then. 
The  Bankers  Life  company  has  a  mortgage 
on  it  now. 

The  Lincoln  farm  is  six  and  one-half 
miles  northwest  of  Denison  in  Crawford 
county.  There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  the  tract  and  it  became  the  prop- 
erty of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  Sept.  10th, 
1860,  when  he  filed  on  the  land  with  a  war- 
rant signed  by  James  Buchanan.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  entitled  to  the  land  grant 
because  of  his  service  as  captain  of  the  com- 
pany of  volunteers  which  he  raised  for  the 
Black  Hawk  Indian  War  in  1832. 

The  farm  was  President  Lincoln's  prop- 
erty when  he  was  shot  by  assassin  Booth. 
It  remained  in  the  Lincoln  family  until  1892 
when  Robert  Lincoln,  who  was  then  ambas- 
sador to  Great  Britain,  deeded  it  to  Henry 
Edwards.  Mr.  Edwards  bought  the  land 
for  $1,300  or  about  §10  an  acre  and  he  sold 
it  in  the  same  year  to  Peter  F,  Jepson  for 
$1,925.  Mr.  Jepson  still  owns  the  farm  and 
it  is  now  estimated  to  be  worth  at  least  $125 
an  acre  or  $15,000.  Another  interesting 
thing  in  connection  with  this  Lincoln  farm 
is  the  fact  that  it  is  located  near  the  route 
of  the  Lincoln  Highway  which  was  named 
in  honor  of  Pre.«ident  Lincoln, 
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The  World's  Insurance    Congress   Was    a 
Success 

The  first  world's  insurance  congress,  held 
under  the  auspices  of  tlie  Pan  am  a- Pacific 
International  Exposition,  was  a  success, 
both  directly  and  indirectly.  Directly,  it 
yielded  some  of  the  best  papers  on  assigned 
topics,  and  indirectly  it  brought  to  San 
Francisco  and  to  the  fair  many  insurance 
conventions. 

The  attendance  at  the  congress  meetings 
was  not  large  but  under  the  circumstances 
a  large  attendance  could  not  be  expected. 
Tlie  fair  was  the  great  attraction.  How- 
ever, the  attendance  was  representative  and 
interesting,  and  large  when  it  is  reflected 
that  all  the  addresses  could  later  be  read  at 
leisure.  The  opening  attendance  was  about 
600.  The  later  attendance  averaged  about 
200.     Fire  interests  seemed  most  in  evidence. 

To  W.  L.  Hathaway,  manager  for  the 
Mutual  Life  in  California,  and  commissioner 
for  the  Congress,  must  be  awarded  most  of 
the  credit  for  this  great  and  exclusive  dis- 
tinction given  insurance  by  a  AVorld's  Fair. 
The  idea  was  his,  and  practically  all  the 
work  fell  to  him,  although  tlie  various  com- 
mittees and  councils  were  of  course  helpful. 


Compressor  Gasoline  Explosion — Railway 
Co.  Will  Pay 

Ardmore,  Ok.,  was  the  victim  of  a  peculiar 
explosion,  last  week.  A  tank  car  of  gaso- 
line, on  the  Santa  Fe  road,  exploded.  More 
than  fifty  people  were  killed.  Fire  destroyed 
a  number  of  buildiiiirs,  and  the  terrific 
explosion  leveled  six  blocks  of  l)uildings. 
A  high  official  of  the  railway  quickly  visited 
tlie  town,  and  assumed  for  the  railroad  full 
liability  for  all  damage.  It  is  not  stated 
that  he  specifically  assumed  liability  for  fire 
losses  too,  but  of  course  the  railway  com- 
pany is  liable  therefor. 

Compressor  gasoline  is  nuide  by  com- 
pressing natural  gas.  This  gasoline  is  the 
purest,  most  volatile  and  explosive  made. 
It  is  so  etheric  and  penetrating  that  it  can 
not  be  safely  handled  and  sliiiiped.  Even 
if  blended  with  ordinary  gasoline,  the  pro- 
duct is  still  "gassy"  and  dangeiuu-. 


Jitneys  Go  On  Killing 

The  papers  of  this  Coast  continue  record- 
ing, daily,  the  maiming  and  killing  of 
foolish  passengers  and  fleeing  pedestrians. 
San  Francisco  seems  in  the  lead  in  this 
pleasant  pastime  of  the  defiant  and  irre- 
sponsible jitney  drivers,  who  combine  for  a 
high  voting  average  and  menace  the  timid 
city  authorities. 


Incendiary    Beach    Fires   in    Washington 

The  "dry"  weather  in  Washington  has 
increased  the  fire  losses,  and  notably  so 
among  the  beach  resorts  which  are  safe  and 
sane  only  in  "wet"  weather.  We  have 
before  mentioned  some  of  these  "myster- 
ious" fires,  preceding  the  enforcement  of 
state-wide  prohibition  next  January.  On 
October  9  a  fire  of  incendiary  origin  abol- 
ished the  business  section  of  Westport, 
except  two  stores.  This  was  the  second 
fire  within  a  week,  the  first  on  the  oth  hav- 
ing destroyed  a  hotel  and  two  other  build- 
ings. Every  beach  resort  along  Gray's 
Harbor  has  been  wiped  out  by  fire  this 
year,  and  last  winter  Pacific  Beach  lost  its 
hotel  by  fire.  The  losses  have  totaled 
$70,000. 


M.  T.  ^IcKee  has  been  spying  out  the 
promised  land  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  with  the 
intention  of  sowing  the  seed  of  the  Insur- 
ance Federation  movement,  which  has  a 
stfam  roller  for  politicians.  Mac  is  secre- 
tary of  the  National  Council.  Wm.  J. 
Dutton  is  interested  as  temporary  chairman 
of  the  propo.sed  California  Federation.  The 
Coast  Review  has  been  printing  articles  in 
its  favor. 


San  Francisco's  fire  cisterns,  like  Wash- 
ington, have  gone  dry.  At  least,  it  is  an- 
noiuiced  that  instead  of  being  full  and  ready 
for  a  catastrophe  there  is  only  a  few  feet  of 
water  in  them  because,  like  my  local  con- 
temporary of  the  most  ability,  they  are 
cracked.  Thirty  cisterns  must  be  repaired 
forthwith  and  made  ready  for  the  earth- 
quake of  llt49.  Among  the  defectives  are 
those  in  and  near  the  insurance  district. 
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GEORGE  T.  DEXTER 

Second  Vice  President  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 


Mr.  Dexter  is  a  life  insurance  expert  of  broad  experience,  all  in  service  of  the  Mutual  Life.  He 
began  his  insurance  work  in  New  England.  Searching  greater  opportunities,  he  joined  the  general 
agency  of  the  company  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  as  superintendent  of  agents.  There  he  made  a  name  for 
himself  as  a  worker  and  producer.  Satisfactory  opportunity  offering  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  he  went  to  that 
field,  for  the  same  company  and  in  the  same  position.  His  remarkably  good  work  in  the  advancement 
of  the  Ohio  agency  made  him  conspicuous  and  earned  for  him  promotion  at  the  Home  Office  in  New 
York.  The  leading  general  agents  of  the  company  joined  in  a  recommendation  that  Mr.  Dexter  be 
appointed  superintendent  of  agencies  for  the  company.  With  a  mere  skeleton  frame-work  to  begin 
with  he  soon  built  a  large  and  enduring  structure  of  managerial  representation  for  the  company  through- 
out the  country.  Much  of  the  success  of  Vice-president  Dexter  is  due  to  his  ability  to  properly  judge 
men  and  find  and  reward  insurance  talent.  He  is  loyal  to  his  workers  and  they  are  loyal  to  him  and 
to  the  company.  The  reputation  of  the  Mutual  Life  as  a  just,  liberal  and  conservative  company  and  a 
great  dividend  -  payer  is  steadily  maintained  and  strengthened  under  his  management  of  the  field 
forces . 

Mr.  Dexter  is  a  son  of  a  New  England  clergyman  of  distinction  and  influence,  and  was  born  in 
Augusta,  Maine,  in  January,  1860. 
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CHIPS 

— Resignation 

L.  B.  Messier,  agency  superintendent  of 
the  West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life,  has  re- 
signed, to  re-engage  in  field  work  in    which 
he  has  been  very  successful. 
— Knowles  Appointed 

The  appointment  of  E.  C.  F.  Knowles  as 
assistant  general  agent  of  the  Plioenix 
Assurance's  Facific  department  under 
General  Agent  Irving  has  been  confirmed 
as  of  October  1.  Mr.  Knowles,  who  has 
been  traveling  in  theNortliwestfor  the  com- 
pany, is  a  competent  field  man  of  long 
experience. 
— Presentation 

R.  Gallegos,  on  his  last  day  in  the  Phoenix 
Assurance  office,  was  called  aside  by  one  of 
the  clerks  with  a  request  to  enlighten  them 
in  respect  to  some  matters  which  they  did 
not  understand.  Going  back  he  found  the 
clerks  all  gathered.  A  spokesman  stepped 
forward  and  with  words  of  friendship  and 
compliments  presented  Mr.  Gallegos  with  a 
gold  cigarette-box,  with  an  engraved  fac 
simile  of  his  signature  on  tlie  inside.  The 
recipient  was  moved  by  this  unexpected 
testimonial  and  expressed  his  thanks  in  a 
husky  voice.  He  had  a  bad  cold. 
— Salary  Sliced 

Chief  Shafl;'nit  of  the  Bakersfield  fire  depart- 
ment came  to  San  Francisco  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Coast  fire  chiefs  and 
learn  something  by  exchange  of  views  and 
experiences.  While  he  was  here  the 
Bakersfield  city  council  cut  his  salary  from 
$3,000  to  12,400.  That  was  taking  a  mean 
advantage  of  the  chief  in  his  absence.  The 
underwriters  ai:kd  Bakersfield' s  business 
men  have  protested,  for  Shaflfnit  has  done 
good  work  and  has  lessened  the  fire  loss. 
Rather  than  lose  so  efficient  a  chief  the 
leading  citizens  of  Bakerstield  will  under- 
take to  raise  the  sliced-ofl"  i^()00  themselves 
if  the  foolish  city  council  fails  to  vote  for  a 
restoration  of  salary. 

— Statesmen 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  Industrial  Accident  Boards 
and  Commissions  is  in  session  at  Seattle 
today,  October  1. 


— hem 

Wm.  J.  Button  is  serving  as  chairman   of 

the  World's  Insurance  Congress. 

—Life 

Walter  E.  Webb  is  now  general  agent  for 

the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life   for  northern 

California  at  San  Francisco. 

— Life  Gains 

So  far  this  year  the  Bankers  of  Des  Moines 

has  increased  its  new  business  136  percent. 

This  company's  new   agency  association  is 

called    the  "Grit,"  which   means    sand   or 

take  hold  and  stay  with  it. 

— Automobile 

An  insurance  company  which  has  paid  for 
damages  to  an  automobile  injured  through 
the  negligence  of  a  street  car  company  is 
subrogated  to  all  the  rights  of  the  owner  of 
the  automobile.— 154  N.  Y.  S.  934. 

— Sausalito  Suspicious  Fire 

The  Miramar  resort  across  the  bay  burned 
under  suspicious  circumstances.  Nicholas 
Melovich,  the  alleged  proprietor,  and  Otto 
Vilnavich,  a  waiter,  are  under  arrest.  Much 
of  the  insurance  had  been  canceled  but 
there  was  some  in  force.  It  is  intimated 
that  some  of  the  insured  goods  had  been 
removed.  Before  the  fire  occurred,  it  i.s 
said,  a  'phone  inquiry  came  from  Mrs.  M., 
asking  "Was  anybody  hurt  at  the  fire?" 
It  is  hinted  that  under  the  California  law 
any  charge  of  arson  may  not  stick,  if  the 
accused  owned  the  property,  and  they  have 
made  no  demand  on  the  insurers.  Later: 
Melovich  has  been  released. 

— July  Embezzlements 

Press  notices  and  dispatches  as  collated 
by  the  bonding  department  of  the  Fidelity 
&  Casualty  Company  of  New  York  indicate 
for  the  month  of  July,  1915,  the  follow- 
ing defalcations: 

Banks  and  trust  companies   $327,608.00 
Beneficial  associations  .    .    .      13,174.00 

Public  service 33,-307.00 

General  business 42,121.00 

Insurance  companies     .    .    .  358.00 

Court  and  trust  companies  .  65.00 

Miscellaneous 11,976.00 

Total 1428,609.00 
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R.  DE  LAPPE 

General  Adjuster,   with  Christensen  &  Goodwin,  Scin  Francisco 


Judge  De  Lappe,  as  he  is  best  known,  has  had  a  varied  experience,  such  as  is  typical  of  American 
men  who  in  early  manhood  took  part  in  the  Civil  War.  He  has  been  a  soldier,  a  farmer,  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  an  insurance  agent,  a  special  agent  and  an  adjuster. 

On  the  16lh  of  September,  1845,  Mr.  De  Lappe  was  born,  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  When  16 
years  old  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army.  He  was  with  General  Grant's  army  one  year  and  was  with 
General  Sherman's  army  two  years  and  one  month,  as  a  member  of  Gen.  Logan's  corps.  On  the  27th 
of  September,  1864,  when  peace  was  in  sight,  and  his  term  of  enlistment  had  expired,  he  received  his 
discharge,  with  many  other  volunteers. 

Coming  to  California  in  1870  young  De  Lappe  engaged  in  farming  in  Colusa  county  and  continued 
for  eleven  years.  At  Maxwell  he  engaged  in  insurance  work  as  a  local  agent  and  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  there  for  fourteen  years.  In  1893  he  joined  the  Balfour-Guthrie  Co.,  of  which  Geo.  W.  Spencer 
was  general  agent.  Later  he  transferred  his  services  as  field  man  to  Christensen,  Edwards  &  Goodwin, 
now  Christensen  &  Goodwin,  and  has  been  with  that  office  fourteen  years.  Since  the  fire  of  1S06  he 
has  held  the  position  of  general  adjuster. 

The  office  staff  and  his  many  other  personal  friends  joined  in  congratulating  the  Judge  on  his  7Cth 
birthday,  on  September  16.     He  is  strong  and  vigorous  and  looks  more  like  a  man  of  50  than  70. 
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SPEAKERS  AT  THE  WORLD'S  INSURANCE  CONGRESS 


R.  W.  Osborn 

President  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific 
Manager  Pennsylvania  Fire  Insurance  Co..  .'^.  F. 


Charles  H.  Holland 

Member  E.xecutive  Connnittee 
isneral  Manager  Koyal  Indemnity  Co..  Xew  York 


C.  H.  Wood  worth 

Ex-President  National  Association  of  Insurauce 
Agents.  P.uffalo,  N.  Y. 


E.  W.  DeLeon 

President  Casualty  Company  of  America, 
New  York  City 
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C.  E.  Baen  Arthur  I.  Vorys 

Ass't  Manager  International  Banking  Corporation        Chairman  Committee  on  Insnrance  Law.  American 
San  Francisco  ^^^  Association,  Columbns,  O. 


I.  I.  Boak  George  W.  Miller 

Head  Consul  Pacific  Division  Woodman  of  the  World,        President  National  Fraternal  Congress  of  America 
Denver,  Colo.  Cliicago,  111. 
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FIREMAN'S  FUND  NEW  HOME  OFFICE  BUILDING 

A  Fire-Proof  Slructure  aU  401  Califorma  Street,  San  Francisco,  Where  the  Company   has  Made  Its   Head- 
quarters for  48  Years 


The  old  home  office  building  of  the  Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company,  at  the  south- 
west corner  of  California  and  Sansonie  streets,  might  have  been  saved  on  April  18,  1906, 
if  the  men  who  stood  on  the  roof,  watching  the  falling  firebrands,  had  had  a  few  bucliets 
of  water.  But  now,  looking  at  the  new  and  larger  and  handsomer  building  on  the  same 
corner,  pictured  above,  we  are  rather  glad  there  w.is  no  water  there.  VVliat  a  graceful 
but  substantial  bank-like  stnicture  it  is!  On  the  opposite  corner  is  the  solid  granite  build- 
ing of  the  great  Bank  o[  California,  with  columns  likewise,  and  each  building  a  foil  for  the 
other's  beauty,  by  contrast  of  color  and  material. 

The  construction  is  of  steel  columns  and  beams,  with  deep  pillar-bases  of  concrete. 
All  the  steel  is  fireproofed  with  concrete,  and  the  basement  is  thick-floored  with  the  same 
water-proof  material.  The  base  of  the  building  is  of  Indiana  limestone,  above  which 
rises  light-colored  terra  cotta  in  double  columns  and  square  corners.  The  Corinthian 
columns  are  forty-one  feet  high.  The  corner  lot  on  which  the  building  stands  is  eighty- 
seven  feet  six  inches  square,  including  the  alley  running  from  Sansome  to  Leidesdorff 
street.  Daylight  pours  in  from  three  sides.  Tlie  main  office  on  the  ground  floor  is  hand- 
some, lofty  and  roomy,  being  seventy-five  by  eighty  feet  in  surface  diunensions. 
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The  Experience  Grading  and    Rating 
Schedule 

By  E.  G.  Richards,  United  States  man- 
ager for  the  North  Britisli  &  Mercantile  Ins. 
Co.  Published  by  the  National  Board  of 
Fire  Underwriters,  New  York.  Designed 
to  be  a  United  States  standard  for  measur- 
ing fire  insurance  costs  based  upon  com- 
bined experience  averages.  The  "Standard 
Classification  of  Occupancy  Hazards  and 
Loss  Report  Form"  of  the  Board  is  added. 
■  In  his  Preface  the  autlior,  Mr.  Ricliards, 
says: 

"Combined  classification  of  underwriting 
experience  has  been  regarded  by  some  as 
the  panacea  for  all  these  [rate-making  and 
adverse  legislation  ]  difficulties,  but  the 
practical  underwriter  knows  that  rates  as 
now  made  are  based  upon  judj^raent  only 
and  their  scientific  adjustment  to  actual 
experience  is  impossible." 

''The  actual  cost  of  insuring  the  compon- 
ent hazards  of  any  particular  class  of  prop- 
erty can  never,  as  I  believe,  be  ascertained. 

"Convinced  that  this  must  be  a  fact  and 
assured  that  combined  classification  would 
in  the  early  future  become  compulsory, 
state  by  state,  unless  the  companies  under- 
took that  work  of  their  own  volition,  and 
from  its  results  formulated  some  new  and 
scientific  rate  -  making  system.  I  but 
recently  turned  aside  from  the  beaten  path 
of  present  theories  to  discover,  if  possible, 
some  new  and  untried  method,  whereby 
underwriting  experience  could  be  utilized 
for  ascertaining  true  and  dependable  costs. 
A.  system  for  making  rates  from  experience 
averages  has  been  the  result. 

"No  state,  however  wealthy  in  insurable 
property,  is  sufficiently  large  to  offer  in 
itself  and  alone  a  safe  field  for  a  general 
business  because  of  the  constant  peril  of  ex- 
cessive loss  from  conflagrations.  The  law 
of  average  requires  a  far  more  extensive 
territory  for  making  its  operations  effective." 


about  60  percent  last  year  and  its  expense 
ratio  48.  In  ten  years  the  average  loss  ratio 
has  been  67  percent. 


The  Minneapolis  Fire  is  extending  to  this 
Coast.  This  company  reinsured  most  of  its 
business  in  1912.  It  has  $200,000  capita] 
and  $241,422  net  surplus.  Its  loss  ratio  to 
earned    premiums    appears    to   have   been 


President  Miller's  Welcome   to    Our   City 

Among  the  guests  who  attended  the  din- 
ner to  Insurance  Convention  visiting  com- 
missioners, given  by  the  Metropolitan  Life, 
was  T.  L.  Miller,  formerly  connected  with 
the  company  in  the  East  but  now  president 
of  the  West  Coast -San  Francisco  Life. 
Toast  Master  Scott  invited  him  to  worthily 
welcome  the  stalwart  statesmen  and  their 
wives  to  our  Fair  City.  After  a  Scottish 
fling,  Mr.  Miller  told  the  visitors  what  he 
thought  of  them  and  their  kind  Eastern  and 
Middle  Western  people  who  so  generously 
responded  to  San  Francisco's  appeal  for  aid 
in  the  dreadful  days  of  April,  1906.  "There- 
fore," said  Mr.  Miller,  "we  welcome  you 
now,  not  as  strangers  or  friends  but  as 
bi'others."  Old  Faithful  Inn's  rafters  rang 
with  applause. 


Knowlcs  at  the  Desk 

Edwin  D.  N.  Knowles,  of  Portland,  where 
he  has  been  field  man  for  the  Phoenix 
Assurance  Co.  for  eight  years,  is  now  at  his 
new  desk  in  San  Francisco  as  assistant 
general  agent  of  the  Pacific  department 
under  General  Agent  W.  Irving.  The  com- 
panies represented  are  the  Phoenix  of  Lon- 
don, the  Imperial  of  New  York,  and  the 
Union  Marine  of  Liverpool.  Assistant 
General  Agent  Knowles  is  a  University  of 
Wisconsin  man  and  has  been  admitted  to 
the  bar. 


The  Patriotic  Assurance  of  Dublin  is 
entering  this  country  and  will  take  the 
place  of  the  Sun  Underwriters. 

The  late  Isaac  Kohn  of  San  Francisco  left 
an  estate  and  a  list  of  "dollar  for  dollai 
debtors."  Among  them  are  the  Californif 
Wine  Association  and  ^Manheim,  Dibberr 
&  Co.,  stock  and  insurance  brokers. 

E.  G.  Snow  is  now  president  of  the  Frank 
lin  Fire  also. 

The  Pacific  Fire  has  retired  from  the 
Frelinghuysen  fleet. 
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REVIEWLETS 

A  Fresno  man  while  hanging  pictures 
laughed  at  a  joke  so  hard  that  he  swallowed 
tacks  which  he  was  holding  in    his   month. 

His  friends  sent  for  the  tax  collector. 

»         »         « 

Indeed  I  read  with  pleasure  at  my  leisure, 
now  and  then  in  Now  and  Then,  items 
humorous  and  numerous,  full  of  wit,  of 
sting  not  a  bit,  Glens  Falls  Sparkling  Spray, 
always  gay,  always  bright,  ever  a  delight; 
and  I'm  glad  to  know  that  J.  L.  Cunning- 
ham, though  no  longer  president  is  still  a 
cheerful  resident,  with  an  easy  chair  in  the 
office  "lair,"  with  cordial  greeting  from  all 
in  meeting,  still  with  springy  step  and  full 
of  "pep,"  always  hale,  never  stale,  out  of 
the  strife  and  enjoying  life,  looking  fore- 
ward  and  not  shoreward  —  I  hope    that   he 

may  celebrate  his  hundredth  birthday. 

»         *         * 

Ships  should  never  be  allowed  "shore 
leave."  For  when  they  go  ashore  they 
seldom  come  back. 

*  Nc  « 

We  are  obliged,  with  tears,  to  allow  some 
of  our  Congress  reports  to  go  over  till  our 
next  issue.  The  pressman,  who  is  an  I.  O. 
UU. ,  says  it  must  B. 

*  «  4t 

Madam  Montesori  says  that  the  Cali- 
fornia state  superintendent  of  schools,  Hyatt, 
is  an  ignorant  man.  We  said  so  when  he 
talked  about  fire  insurance. 

X  *  M 

Bernard  Faymonviilej  president  of  the 
Fireman's  Fund  Insurance  Company,  re- 
turned to  San  Francisco  Saturday  from  a 
three  weeks'  tour  of  tlie  larger  Eastern 
cities,  after  going  to  (leorgia  to  look  after  tlie 
reinsurance  of  the  Atlanta  Home.  On  the 
return  trij),  he  was  accompanied  by  John 
Marshall  Jr.,  manager  of  the  Central  de- 
partment of  the  company  at  Chicago. 

On  the  county  road  in  Contra  Costa, 
where  workmen  were  new -grading  with 
broken  rock,  many  passing  automobiles 
plunged  through  the  rougli  stuff"  l)ut  every 
Ford  stalled  and  the  road-master  had  to 
pull  it  through  with  horses.  No  other  make 
stalled  in  the  macadam. 


New  York  Life  Compromises  a  Death 
Claim 

Some  time  ago  a  foolish  agent  of  the  New 
York  Life  Ins.  Co.  caused  the  arrest  of  a 
woman  beneficiary,  and  thereby  made  his 
company  liable  for  a  suit  for  damages. 
There  was  no  ground  for  his  charges  or 
intimations  of  fraud.  Kathleen  Fitzerald 
Bluett,  formerly  of  San  Luis  Obispo,  Cal., 
conducted,  with  Eva  Jane  Kinkaid,  a  hos- 
pital at  Auburn.  Being  estranged  from  her 
family  she  made  her  partner  and  friend  her 
beneficiary  under  a  policy  for  $10,000.  Mrs. 
Bluett  was  burned  and  inhaled  fire,  as  the 
result  of  an  accident. 

The  policy  of  the  insurer,  the  New  York 
Life,  is  said  to  be  "incontestable,"  but  the 
company  resisted  the  claim  of  the  benefic- 
iary-partner  of  the  insured  lone  business 
woman.  Payment  of  the  policy  was  posi- 
tively refused. 

The  body  was  exhumed  and  found  to  have 
died  from  burns. 

Today  at  San  Jose  the  superior  court 
granted  the  beneficiary  permission  to  com- 
promise for  $3,000  her  $10,000  action  against 
the  New  York  Life.  The  facts  as  in  our 
possession  indicate  the  justice  of  the  bene- 
ficiary's claim  and  the  injustice  of  the  com- 
pany's refusal  to  pay  it  in  full. 

How  many  claims  does  the  New  York 
Life  compromise? 

1890  and  1891  Copies  Wanted 

We  have  an  order  for  the  Coast  Review 
for  1890  and  1891.  Have  you  them  or  any 
copies  for  those  years?  Let  ns  hear  from 
you? 


Some  claims  in  this  field,  maturing  by 
recent  death,  paid  by  the  Bankers  Life,  are 
these:  Joseph  B.  Clements,  Watsonville, 
Cal..  $4,090;  Chas.  W.  Jackson,  Los  Ange- 
les, $4,086;  James  H.  Griffin,  Long  Beach, 
$4,067;  Isaac  S.  AVare,  Norris,  Mont., 
$4,098;  Oscar  K.  Lewis,  Salt  Lake,  $6,112; 
W.  T.  Gaffner,  Seattle,  $4,080;  Ferdinand 
A.  Elder,  Tacoma,  $4,096;  Chas.  P.  Coey, 
Rockford,  $4,090;  Frits  H.  Miller,  Wilbur, 
$4,062;  Allan  Duffin,  Camas,  $4,100;  Albert 
J.  Wrobleski,  Vancouver,  $6,105;  Ben  Day, 
Spokane,  $4,070.  We  do  not  report  claims 
onder  $4,000. 
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MISCELLANEOUS     CHIPS 

— An  Ear  Friend 

was  the  New  Jersey  judge  who  awarded  a 
man  damages  for  loss  of  hearing  in  one 
ear.  The  injured  man's  employers  must 
pay  him  $338.33,  the  judge  holding  that  the 
loss  of  hearing  in  one  ear  was  equal  to  the 
loss  of  seeing  in  one  eye.  The  employers 
contested  the  claim  on  the  ground  that  the 
state  compensation  laws  made  no  provision 
for  loss  of  hearing. 

— Compensation 

A  finding  of  Industrial  Accident  Board 
stands  on  the  footing  of  a  verdict  or  finding 
of  a  court,  and  will  not  be  set  aside,  unless 
wholly  unsupported  by  evidence.  Inhala- 
tion by  an  employee  of  damp  smoke  and 
his  being  drenched  with  water,  resulting  in 
lobar  pneumonia,  causing  death,  may  be 
found  by  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  to 
be  a  personal  injury,  within  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act.— 109  N.  E.  633. 

— Appointment 

Tlie  San  Francisco  city  department  of  the 
London  &  Lancashire  Indemnity  will  after 
November  1  be  in  charge  of  W.  G.  Cannon, 
who  for  some  time  has  been  assistant  gen- 
eral agent  of  the  Casualty  Co.  of  A.  Mr. 
Cannon's  field  will  embrace  the  Bay  cities 
and  contiguous  territory.  Superintendent 
Cannon  is  well  and  favorably  known  on  this 
Coast,  where  he  formerly  iiad  charge  of  the 
Pacific  Surety  in  the  Northwest  and  in  the 
Southwest. 

— Commissioner  Has  Another  Suit 
The  Salt  Lake  Guardian  C.  &  G.  is  being 
examined  by  the  state  risks  department  of 
Utah,  New  Mexico  and  Wyoming.  They 
have  the  company's  books.  Now  the  Cali- 
fornia commissioner  thrusts  in  his  oar  and 
demands  the  books  too.  And  he  threatens 
that  if  the  company  doesn't  hand  over  to 
his  imperial  highness  the  books  which  the 
other  highnesses  are  inspecting,  he,  caring 
nothing  for  state  highness  or  oHicial  courtesy, 
will  at  once  cut  off  the  head  license  of  the 
Salt  Lake  Guardian.  Therefore  Gov.  John- 
son's California  insurance  commissioner  is 
again  a  defendant  in  court  for  the  severaith 
time  in  injunction  proceedings. 


— Assessment  Life  and  Accident  Associations 
in    New  York    Part    IV    Insurance    Report 
show  Dec.  31,1914,  $94,204,048  insurance  in 
force,  an  increase  of  about  $2,000,000. 

— Original  Too 

was  the  Western  Accident  and  Indemnity, 
which  had  a  bootli  at  the  Montana  state 
fair  and  gave  away  its  policies.  Only  one 
claim  resulted.  It  was  a  fine  and  cheap  ad. 
On  the  back  of  the  policy  was  "Get  West- 
ernized." Tile  gift  policy  covered  the 
holder  for  one  day  on  the  grounds,  for  50 
accidental  death  and  $5  accidental  injuries 
requiring  medical  or  surgical  aid.  Death 
had  to  occur  in  ten  days. 

— Plate  Glass 

Brooklyn  has  been  divided  into  thirty-three 
zones  for  the  revised  schedule  of  rates  for 
plate  glass.  Bad  zones  are  penalized  with 
increased  rates,  up  to  two  and  a  half  times. 

— Items 

Directory  of  Insurance  Companies  and 
their  agents  and  of  Fraternal  Benefit  Societies 
in  Connecticut,  from  the  insurance  depart- 
ment thereof. 

The  Travelers  issued  two  Leader  policies, 
one  accident,  one  disability  also. 

The  .Etna  L;fe  trio  came  to  San  Francisco 
in  a  vocal  bunch,  getting  as  much  free 
advertising  as  possible  —  as  usual.  These 
fellows  are  artists  in  their  line. 

We  understand  that  the  General  Acci- 
dent, immediately  war  began,  gave  instruc- 
tions to  its  representative  in  Mexico  not  to 
do  business  of  any  kind  on  its  behalf  either 
with  persons  of  German  nationality  who 
wished  to  be  insured,  or  with  German  in- 
surance or  re-insurance  companies. — Policy- 
holder, Manchester. 

— Fraternal  Beneficiary  Orders 
in  Supt.  Phillips'    Part  IV   report    (N.  Y.) 
show  a  decrease  of  some  $5,242,000  in  in- 
come and  a  decrease  of  nearly  $2,000,000  in 
disbursements.     Other  totals  are — 

Assets $    146,350.016,  increase  $  lo,3S8,415 

Liabilities    ....         21,7i7,'2U        "  4,293,063 

Insurance  in  force    6,388,925,033       "  188,860,756 

The  liabilities  do  not  include  any  statutory 
policy  reserve. 
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— Oregon 

P.  Lee  Welty,  formerly  witli  the  Germania, 
is  now  with  the  Prussian  National. 
— Visiting 

San   Francisco    to   attend    the    Congress   is 
Chas.  H.  Holland,  general  manager  of   the 
Royal  Indemnity. 
— The  Knights  of  Honor 

life  insurance  order  is  to  be  reinsured  in 
the  Continental  Beneficial  Association  of 
Philadelphia.  There  is  no  medical  exam- 
ination. 

— Atlanta,  Ga. 

Western  manager  John  Marshall,  Jr.  met 
President  Faymonville  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  in  this  city,  and  returns  with  him  to 
San  Francisco  and  the  World's  Insurance 
Congress,  where  he  will  represent  several 
underwriting  associations. 

— Accident 

rates  in  Missouri  have  been  increased  11.50 
per  $1,000  and  $1  on  renewals,  because  of 
unfavorable  mortality  experience  under  the 
law  making  suicide  an  accident.  The  in- 
surers have  been  a  longtime  in  making  this 
advance,  the  law  having  been  in  force  many 
years. 

— Fruit  Cannery  Burns 

Chico,  Cal.,  October  3.  —  California  Fruit 
Canners  Association  burned  today.  Loss 
$13,000.  Fire  started  in  dry  grass  lighted 
by  hoboes  (I.  W.  W.  ?)  and  rushed  across 
the  tracks  to  t!ie  cannery,  which  was  soon 
all  ablaze.  Two  hundred  tons  dried  fruit 
consumed  by  hungry  flames.  One  hundred 
cords  of  wood  and  some  baled  hay,  etc., 
near  by,  burned. 
—  FrankHn  Fire  Transfer 

Fred  C.  Buswell,  vice  president  of  the  Home 
and  the  Franklin  Fire,  and  Wilfred  Kurth, 
secretary  of  the  Franklin  of  Philadelphia 
and  agency  superintendent  of  the  Pacific 
and  Canadian  departments  of  the  Home  of 
New  York,  are  in  San  Francisco,  superin- 
tending the  transfer  of  the  Franklin  agency 
in  this  field  to  the  Home's  representatives. 
They  will  go  to  Los  Angeles  on  Thursday, 
accompanied  by  General  Agent  Rotf.  This 
is  their  first  visit  to  this  Coast  and  they  are 
delighted  with  the  climate,  srenery  and 
people. 


— Peace  Day  at  the  Fair 

Although  insurance  men  are  the  greatest 
scrappers  in  the  world,  the  Insurance  Con- 
gress pulled  off  a  Peace  Day.  Rolla  Y. 
Watt,  manager  for  the  Royal  and  the 
Queen,  presided.  The  only  speakers  were 
peaceful  professors  of  the  two  big  Califoinia 
colleges. 

— A  Coast  Review  Leaf 

of  recent  issue,  has  been  given  a  circulation 

of  16,000  copies. 

— Items 

The  .Etna  leads  in  Chicago  fire  premiums 
with  $-430, oOo  for  the  year  ending  June  30. 
This  is  a  gain  of  $135,000. 

American  fire  losses  so  far  this  year  are 
a  fourth  less  than  last  year,  it  is  believed. 
Loss  ratio  may  be  less  than  50  percent. 

R.  Gallegos  has  opened  an  office  in  the 
Insurance  Exchange.  He  says  at  Eureka 
last  Friday  it  rained  five  hours  and  washed 
all  the from  the  streets. 

J.  P.  Treanor  has  returned  from  Reno, 
where  for  a  week  he  has  been  studying  a 
loss  case  and  incidentally  noting  facts  about 
Reno's  chief  industry. 

Yice  President  Whitney  Palaciie  of  the 
Hartford  Fire  recently  presented  to  the 
University  of  California's  state  hospital 
$10,000  to  endow  a  bed,  a  memorial  to  his 
late  wife. 

The  United  Firemen's,  represented  by  J. 
F.  Cobbin  in  tliis  field,  has  reinsured  all  its 
business  in  the  British  America,  except  in 
New  York  city  and  Pennsylvania,  where 
alone  it  will  in  the  future  do  business.  The 
United  Firemen's  was  badly  burned  by  the 
Chelsea  conflagration. 


FIELD  MAN 

of  four  years  experience  in  Cali- 
fornia wishes  to  make  a  new  en- 

gageinent. 

Last  year  traveled  California 
from  Bakerslield  north  to  Oregon 
line.  Address  FIELD  MAN, 
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FIRE    CHIPS 

— Bonfire   Indeed 

was  that  started  in  the  backyard  of  a  house 
occupied  by  a  Japanese  at  Red  BhifF,  Cal. 
Four  buildings  burned  and  all  Chinatown 
was  in  danger  for  an  hour. 

— Fires 

At  1165  Mission  st.,  San  Francisco,  the  long 
one-story  frame  of  the  T.  H.  Meek  Co., 
fixtures,  burned  with  $12,000  loss.  High 
pressure  system  saved  adjoining  buildings. 
Meek  was  formerly  cashier  of  a  San  Fran- 
cisco general  agency. 

— "Measure  of  Damage,'' 

by  T.  H.  Williams,  published  by  the  Fire 
Underwriters  Association  of  the  Pacific,  is 
having  a  large  sale  to  individuals  and  com- 
panies. Recently  a  New  York  company 
(the  Continental)  ordered  500  copies  of  this 
very  useful  pamphlet. 

— Lassen  Fire 

Not  the  "volcano"  but  the  county,  an 
entire  block  of  the  business  part  of  Bieber 
having  burned,  October  13.  The  fire 
started  at  midnight  in  the  Bieber  &  Dunlap 
store,  and  there  is  some  gossip  of  incendiar- 
ism. In  all,  eight  frame  buildings  are  now 
in  ashes.  The  fire  burned  for  two  hours 
before  being  controlled.  The  loss  is  about 
160,000.  The  principal  store  burned  was 
the  largest  in  the  county. 

— The  Associate  Members 

of  the  F.  U.  A.  P.  listened  to  some  good 
talk  at  their  recent  Monday  night  meeting. 
Manager  A.  W.  Thornton  of  the  London 
spoke  on  "Additions"  as  used  in  fire  poli- 
cies. He  favored  the  use  of  the  words  "in 
contact  with."  V.  Carus  Driffield  of  the 
Adjustment  Bureau  said  he  thought  that 
the  word  "additions"  was  unnecessary,  as 
the  word  "building"  covered  all.  Brokers, 
however,  favor  the  use  of  many  terms, 
which  imply,  to  the  insured,  that  their  in- 
terests are  being  carefully  considered.  The 
50  or  60  clerks  present -also  greatly  enjoyed 
the  talk  by  the  secretary  of  the  Nationa 
Fire  Protection  Association,  who  "looks 
just  like  his  picture,"  as  printed  in  the 
Coast  Review. 


Briggs'   25tli  Anniversary 

The  "Standard  Cog"  for  October,  issued 
by  the  Standard  Accident  Insurance  Co., 
contains  the  following: 

October  1st  marked  the  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary of  the  connection  of  Mr.  Clarence 
F.  Briggs  as  superintendent  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  department  of  this  company.  We 
cannot  allow  the  occasion  to  pass  unnoticed, 
and  we  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulat- 
ing Mr.  Briggs  upon  the  successful  manage- 
ment of  the  department  and  the  successful 
conduct  of  business  on  the  Coast,  and  we 
extend  to  him  the  very  best  wishes  of  every 
member  of  the  executive  force  and  home 
oflice  staff,  for  abundant  and  continued  suc- 
cess in  the  future. 


— Fresno  Incendiary  Attempt 
to  burn  the  big  Tarpey  winery  was  made 
October  9.  This  is  the  second  attempt 
within  a  week.  Loss  at  the  two  fires  is 
$12,000.  The  fire  of  the  9th  started  in  the 
hay  barn.  M.  F.  Tarpey,  the  owner,  says 
that  "  a  community  grudge  probably 
prompted  this  incendiary  attempt."  He  is 
certain  the  fire  was  set. 

—Died 

Edwin  W.  Newhall,  member  of  the  pioneer 
commercial  and  insurance  firm  of  Newhall 
&  Co.,  San  Francisco,  died  yesterday.  A 
year  ago  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis. 
The  deceased  was  noted  for  his  philan- 
thropy. Mr.  Newhall  organized  the  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  of 
San  Francisco.  It  is  now  the  largest  and 
richest  society  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States. 

— Items 

The  Springfield  is  in  classy  quarters  at 
150  Sansome  street. 

J.  C.  Crooks,  recently  with  Miller,  Henley 
&  Scott,  is  now  open  to  a  new  engagement. 
He  is  a  painstaking  field  man  who  should 
not  long  be  disengaged. 

Our  Field  Men's  Directory— the  only  one 
of  its  kind — is  printed  in  this  issue,  revised 
up  to  the  15th  inst.  All  oflices  have  been 
supplied  with  copies  for  correction  and 
additions. 
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— Committee  on  Permanent  Organization 
of  the  World's  Insurance  Congress  is  as 
follows:  Charles  H.  Holland,  chairman; 
Charles  W.  Scovel,  T.  L.  Miller,  F.  H. 
Wentworth,  W.  G.  Wilson,  F.  P.  Hoffman, 
C.  I.  Hitchcock,  W^  J.  Diitton,  B.  P. 
Holmes,  M.  T.  McKee,  PI.  P.  Coffin,  W.  E. 
Straub,  C.  T.  Hughes,  Willard  D.  Done,  G. 
J.  Corcoran  and  W.  L.  Hathaway. 

■ — Marine 

The  lien  for  supplies  furnished  a  vessel  does 
not,  after  the  burning  of  the  vessel,  attach 
to  the  proceeds  of  the  insurance  policy. — 
225  F.  257. 

Marine  Loss.  —  Crossing   Willpa  Harbor 
bar  Oct.  1  the  str.    Avalon  was   thrown    on 
beam  ends  and  200,000  feet  of  lumber  wen 
overboard. 
— Field  Men 

At  Fresno  Geo.  A.  Kingman  succeeds   D. 
G.  Yurk  for  the  Geo.  H.  Tyson  companies. 
At  San  Francisco  F.  W.  Leis  succeeds  D. 
T.  Child  for  the  James  H.  de  Veuve  Co. 

At  Spokane  C.   H.    Klinefelter  has   been 
added  to  the  field  staff  of  the  Hartford  Fire. 
At  Los  Angeles  F.  F.  Richards  is  not  now 
with  Manager  H.  H.  Smith's  companies. 

At  Denver  A.  L.  Tefft  is  with  the  Norwich 
Union. 

Helena,  not  Butte,  is  now  John  P.  Breed- 
en's  Vieadquarters  for  the  ^Etna. 

The  Germania  Fire  lias  transferred  Fred 
S.  Penfield  from  San  Francisco  to  Portland. 
At  Los  Angeles  Ben  T.  Campbell   is  witli 
the  Northern  Assurance. 

At  San  Francisco  B.  A.  Siflford  with  the 
California  comes  from  Portland,  where  he 
is  succeeded  by  R.  fl.  McCurdy. 

N.  W.  Clayton  of  Salt  Lake  will  do  field 
work  for  the  California. 

Richard  White  of  Idaho  Springs  is  now 
special  agent  for  the  Liverpool  t^  London  & 
Globe  in  Colorado. 

Wm.  B.  Honeyman,  inde|M>ndent  adjuster 
from  Portland,  dropped  in  to  the  Coast 
Review  on  Friday  morning.  He  is  down  to 
see  tlie  Fair  and  incidentally  San  Francisco, 
which  he  finds  has  changed  considerably 
since  his  last  visit  several  years  ago. 


— Items 

Ohio  has  banned  auto  mutuals  as  too 
hazardous. 

Alex.  Macdermott,  accident  manager  of 
the  London  &  Lancasliire,  has  been  visiting 
this  Coast. 

The  .Etna  Life  took  $500,000  of  the  Brit- 
ish-French loan;  the  yEtna  Accident  and 
the  Automobile  took  $100,000  each;  all  are 
under  one  management. 

Westwood,  Cal. — In  the  past  week  incen- 
diaries have  made  eleven  attempts  to  burn 
the  Red  River  Lumber  Co's  big  yards  here. 
Rolls  of  waste  and  metallic  phosphorus 
were  found  in  the  piles. 

Fire  Elimination  Day  at  the  Expo  brought 
out  a  good  crowd  to  see  a  building  burned 
and  the  patrol  rush  in  and  save  a  stock  of 
wet  and  dry  groceries:  but  unfortunatel 
the  fire  burned  too  fast  and  the  bay  fire- 
boats  had  scarcely  time  to  nulimber  tlie 
monitors.  Commissioner  Hathaway  pre- 
sented a  medal  to  Sec.  Wentworth  of  the 
N.  P.  S.,  and  the  S.  F.  F.  Patrol  Mas  also 
given  a  medal,  for  which  Fire  Patrol  Board 
Chief  Osborn  responded. 

John  Marshall,  Jr.,  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund,  shook  the  hands  of  his  old  friends 
after  surveying  Fair  San  Francisco. 

— Disappcinlins  Accident  Insurance 
was  that  on  the  life  of  a  Washington  drus 
clerk — disappointing  to  his  widow.  His 
name  was  Green  and  he  went  on  a  hunting 
trip  witli  companions.  While  rowing  a  boat 
on  a  lake  a  retriever  jumped  out  and  acci- 
dentally discharged  a  gun.  Green  was 
thereby  shot  and  soon  died.  The  policy  had 
a  clause  that  change  of  occupation  to  one 
more  dangerous,  though  the  change  were 
temporary,  reduced  the  indemnity  accord- 
ingly. The  insurer  held  that  hunting  and 
being  with  hunters,  and  rowing,  constituted 
such  change  of  occupation.  The  trial  court 
sustained  the  widow's  claim  for  $780  with 
accumulations  and  interest.  Defendant 
company  (the  National  Casualty),  acknowl- 
edging an  indebtedness  of  only  $130,  ap- 
pealed to  the  Washington  supreme  court, 
which  decided  in  its  favor.  Particulars  in 
our  best  Legal  Digest. 
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ACKNOWLEDGED 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Insur- 
ance, Dominion  of  Ciiiiada;  business  of 
1914,  Vol.  2,  Life  Companies. 

The  Experience  Grading  and  Rating 
Schedule,  by  E,  G.  Richards,  U.  S.  man- 
ager of  the  North  British, 

Part  III  Casualty,  Credit  and  Title  Cos., 
1914  Business,  by  New  York  State  Insur- 
ance Department. 

The  21st  annual  Report  of  the  Washington 
Insurance  Department  —  H.  O.  Fishback, 
commissioner  —  gives  receipts  from  taxes, 
etc.,  as  $374,201,  an  increase  of  $30,034. 
Salaries  and  expenses  of  the  year  were 
$23,967,  thus  making  the  insurance  people 
special  tax  collectors  in  the  sura  of  $350,234 
added  to  the  insurance  rates. 


Twenty  Years  Ago 

The  New  Zealand  government  life  depart- 
ment issued  a  double  endowment  policy. 


BUSINESS 

Even  tlie  railroads  were  caught  napping 
at  Sacramento,  notwithstanding  the  30-days 
intermission  for  the  examination  of  plain 
and  obscure  bills.  The  telegraphers'  union 
sneaked  thru  a  bill  against  the  use  of  tele- 
phones for  the  dispatching  of  trains  and 
Gov,  Johnson  signed  the  bill.  The  tele- 
graphers hope,  by  this  measure  now  in 
force,  to  increase  the  number  of  Morse 
operators  on  sidings  where  the  telephone  is 
now  economically  and  efficiently  used  and 
the  'phoner's  voice  recognized.  The  only 
result  of  the  law,  probably,  will  be  delays  of 
trains. 

The  Anglo-French  half-billion  loan  will 
be  spent  in  this  country,  it  is  estimated, 
for  cotton  $137,000,000,  wheat  $105,000,000, 
meat  and  dairy  products  $87,000,000,  copper 
and  automobiles  $42,000,000  each,  iron  and 
steel  $21,-500,000.  leather  the  same,  horses 
$20,000,000,  tobacco  $19,000,000,  wool 
$5,000,000.  The  loan  will  help  business 
generally. 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Oif/fntizefl  ISdS 

Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  with  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

For  full  ritfomHiUmi  write  tlie  Compuny  at 
JX>S  AN<^ELES,   CALIFORNIA 
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NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  i,  ms) 
NET  SURPLUS,     " 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 

$10,187,030 


E.  F.  BEDDALL 
President 


N.  S.  BARTOW 
Secretary 


4,021,442 

GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 

Vice-President 


Gross  Assets  ^1^15^  $112,379,527 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  49,393,130 
Net  Surplus  -  -  19,820,321 
Losses  Paid    -    -    274,533,870 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 

DEPARTMENT     OFFICES:       Boston,    New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

San   Francisco,   Montreal.  C^"  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


Royal 

.Insurance 

COMPANY  , 


Limited 


ROLLA  V-  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOG  ARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.   KELLAM,   Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING.  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL   AGENTS :     Frank   M.    Gilcrest,  H.    R.    Burke,  J.     K.     Urmston 
J.    B.   Walden,  D.  L.    Stewart,    C.    D.   Gabrielson,    E.    P.    Eldred, 
J.   H.    Banks,     F.   J.   Perry,    J.  T.  O'Brien.    R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,    C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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CASUALTY  AUTOMOBILE 

The    National    Surety    is    to     have  Redding,  Cal.,  Oct.  11.  —  As  F.  G. 

$3,000,000  capital.  Tucker  and  two  sons  were  descending 

The  Frankfort  General  is  celebrating  the    Hay    Fork    mountain    grade,    in 

its  half  century.  Trinity,    last  evening,    the    brakes    of 

GENERAL  their  automobile  failed  to  hold.       The 

Charles  A.  Elder,  W.  D.  Deeble  and  son  driving  turned  the    car    into    the 

G.  M.  Derby,  of  Los  Angeles,  convicted  bank.       It  was  overturned,    the    sons 

of  using  the  mails  in  a  scheme  to  de-  escaping  but  the  aged  father  was  buried 

fraud    investors    in    the    bubble    Los  beneath  the  wreckage  and  held  fast. 

Angeles  Investment  Co.,  have  been  de-  When  released,  he  was  found  to  have 

nied   new  trials  by  the  federal    court  suffered    a    broken    collar  -  bone    and 

and  must  serve  their  terras  in  prison,  three  fractured  ribs. 


■iiiiniiiiiiniiniiiiniiiiiiiniiiiiBiiiiiiiiHiiB 


Second  in  Size  West  of  the  Missouri 


Issues  the  Most  Popular  Life  Insurance  Policies 


Guaranteed  Bonus  Policy 
Total  Abstainers'  Policy 


^These  Contrad;s  Are  Easy  Sellers 
^Every  Agent  Praises  Them 


Every  Policyholder  is   Thoroughly    Satisfied.       Every 
Policyholder  Is  a  Permanent  Friend 


More  Agents  Wanted 


HOME   OFFICE 

West  Coast  -  San  Francisco  Life  Building,  San  Francisco 
Northwest  corner  Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets 


!lBlilMmi!illlllBIIBL;::,. , .:_: -    .    ■..illBBIllIlllHIIllEllillllBMIIiia^t'lllilllllliiillBiiillJM 
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Gold   Dredger  Burns  and  Sinks 

Oroville,  Cal.,  Oct.  19.— The  Viloro 
gold  dredger  No.  2  was  burned  to  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  sank  in  its 
pond  early    this  morning.      The    fire 


probably  started  from  a  short  circuit 
of  the  electric  power.  The  dredger, 
owned  by  a  group  of  English  capita- 
lists, was  valued  at  approximately 
$100,000.  It  had  been  running  seven 
days  since  the  last  clean-up. 


ORGANIZED    1797 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 
Assets,   Over        ..... 

Losses  Paid,   Over        .... 

Pacific    Department  : 
J.   L   FULLER,   Manager 


$13,000,000.00 
$100,000,000.00 


FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


3  32  Pine  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


Isl 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
108-110  Sansome  Street,        -       San  Francisco,    Cat. 
A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 


Frankfort  General 

Insxirance    Company 

Established  in  1865 
U.  S.  BraiTch,         .        -         .  123  William  Street,  New  York 

Pacific  Coast  Branch,  .         340  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco 

Agents  Wanted  in  all  Unoccupied  Territory 
U.  S.  Assets,  $1,364,864     U.  S.  Surplus,  $453,245 


Vacant  Hotel  Catches  Fire 

Sisson,  Cal.,  Oct.  19.  —  Fire  that 
started  in  the  rear  of  the  year- vacant 
Del  Coronado  hotel  in  this  wooden 
lumber-city  at  midnight  last  night 
swept  an  entire  block  on  Walnut  street 
the  center  of  the  business  section,  caus- 
ing a  loss  of  $25,000.  Besides  the 
hotel,  two  lodging  houses  and  five 
residences  were  destroyed.  The  origin 
of  the  fire  is  a  mystery. 


LIFE 

The  New  England  Mutual  Life 
wrote  the  original  group  policj^  in 
1S54,  on  the  lives  of  coolies  en  route 
to  Panama,  $15  insurance  per  head  for 
a  premium  of  $420.  Altogether,  three 
group  policies  were  written.  Losses 
^yere  nominal. 

If  in  California  a  divorcee  is  to  have 
no  interest  in  the  cash  surrender  paid 
the  husband,  she  should  urge  him  to 
cash  in  before  she  calls  in  the  bouncer. 

C.  W.  Foote,  Oakland,  Cal.,  a  life 
insurance  solicitor,  shot  and  fatally 
wounded  his  wife,  Oct.  20.  She  had 
ordered  him  to  leave  her  forever.  He 
then  committed  suicide. 
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"The  Large^  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America.'' 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,  President 


Organized   1853 


THE  HOME 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

NEW  YORK 


Head  Office,  No.   56  Cedar  Street,  New   York 


RECORD  OF  "THE  HOME  OF  NEW  YORK" 


For  fifteen  years  THE  HOME  INSURANCE 
COMPANY  OF  NEW  YORK  has  been  first 
in  Casin  Assets  and  for  ten  years  first  in  Sur- 
plus to  Policyholders,  and  throughout  the 
sixty-two  years  of  its  existence  THE  HOME 
has  nnaintained  Its  record  for  fair  dealing  in 
the   settlement  of  claims   and   for  Service. 

CONFLAGRATION  PROOF 
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Our  Directory  of  Pacific  Coast  Fieldmen 


Special  Agents  are  invited  to  send  us  corrections 


Aelna 

San  Francisco— J.  A.  Murphy,  geu'l 
adjuster;       H.F.Mills 
E.  V.  Cuiver.  G.  F.  Roberts 
G.  Nathan,  Harvey  A.  Allen 
(.automobile) 
Los  Angeles— H.  E.  O'Brien 
Seattle— F.  H.  Rhoads 
Spokane— G.  S.  Mariner 
Helena.  Mont— Jno.  P.  Hreeden 

W.   W.  Alverson 

San  Francisco— R.  R.  Roper 
Los  Angeles— T.  J.  Keleber 
Portland— .A.   M.  Lovelace 
Spokane— \V.  T.  Booth 

Atlas 

Denver— Wm.  Manning 
Portland— A.  E.  Ehrliorn 
San  Francisco-Fred  H.  Elster 

Craig  Owens 
Spokane— E.  K.  Lower 
Los  Angeles— H.  R.  Jackson 

Bertheau,  Setback  &  Bertheau 

San  Francisco— Wni.  Sheldon 
Los  Angeles— R.  L.  MoCulloch 
Portland— Miles  D.  Warren 
Spokane — Walter  E.  Fellhouse 

Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

San  Francisco — 

W.  H.  Gibbons.  L.  M.  Hale 

W.  B.  Westlake 
Los  Angeles— Chas. Van  ValkenburR 
Seattle— W.  P.  Poivp 
Spokane— Chas.  A.  Weiidler 
Denver— Jesse  DeBruhl 

Catifomia 

San  Francisco— J  E  CosgroveAsst  Sec 
H.  C.  R.  Bu>\vell..*npt.  of  Agen's 
John  M.  Clayton.  B.   A    Siffnrd 

Los  Angeles  — Leigh  H.  Robins 

Seattle— A.  X.  Linils;iy, 
A.  Dukinfield 

Portland— R.  H.  McCiirdy 

Chapman  &  Nauman  Co. 

San  Francisco — Theo.  Spjilosser 
Seattle— Edw  B.  Fleming 

Christenaen  &  Goodwin 

San  Francisco — R.  I>e  Lapiii' 

Geo.  T.  Gray.  Carl  A.  Trnitt 
Los  Angeles— E.  B.  I'^laek 

R.  N.  Loiicks,  Jr. 
Seattle— Wm.  F.  Zwick 
Spokane— Walter  A.  Frazicr 
Portland— Fred  Tebben 
Helena— John  R.  Fritsclii 
Roise— L.  L.  Dibble 

James  F.  Cobb  Co.  Inc. 

Los  Angeles— R.  IL  Jenkins 

Connecticut  &  Westchester 

Sar.  Francisco- C.  W.  Von  Tageil 
Fred  S.  Dick,  John  M.  Gordon 
Los  Angeles— L.  I'.  Stephens 
Portland— James  S,  Reed 
Salt  Lake— W.  S.  Ferris 
Spokane— S.  E.  DeLong 


Continental  and  Fidelity 
Underwriters 

San  Francisco— F.  P.  Wilson 

A,  G.  Nason  &  Co. 
Sacramento— Jay  C,  Wickler 
Los  Angeles— G,  L.  Mclntire 
Portland— W.  A.  Williams 
Helena— J.  W.  Gamble 
Seattle — G.  L.  .\.  Laner 

Curtis  &  Gordon 

San  Francisco — 

Clarence  L.  Greenwalt 
Portland — E.  C.  >rorgan 
Los  Angeles — LeO  L.  Gibscn 

The  James  H.  de  Veuve  Co. 

Seattle— B.D.Smalley.H.  A, Can  tielil 

B,  D.  Smalley  Jr. 
San  Francisco — F.  W.  Lels 

Fireman' s  Fund 

San  Francisco — R.  D.  Hunter 

Sanuiel  Simnieii.  .John  .1,  Ham- 
mond, Kenneth  Brown, 
A.  E.  Webber,  Bayard  E.  Nourse 
Tirrell  W.  Fletcher 
Los  Angeles — Weldon  D.  Whelan 
Chester   A.   Swift.     George  D. 
Gilmore,  H.  \A'.  .\rmstrong 
Portland— H.  B.  Tickner 
Seattle — Frank    L.  Emerick 

F.  M.  Bnrn-ide 
Spokane— Niran  B.  Swett 
Denver— F.  G.  White.  W.  I'.  (^ofTey 
Frederick  R.  Uunigiin 
Thos.  L.  Evans 
Dallas— C.   C.    Wright.  J.  H.   Suell 
Ben.  L.  Gill.  J.  D.  Wheeler 
Helena — C.  D.  I'rench 
Fire  Association  and  Philadel- 
phia Underwriters 

San  Francisco— Thos.  1".  O'fJrady 
Charles  L.  Barsotti.  Howard  W. 
Hoga  n 
I. OS  Angeles- Geo.  F.  Stnniford 
Portland— Frank  S   Glover 
Seattle-C.  R.  Harold 
Helena— Percy  B.  Chnrchill 
Denver— L.  D.  (irifhii 

Fidelity-Phenix  of  New  York 

San  Francisco— Arthur  G.XasoUitCo 
Seattle- I'^n-d  D.  Hongham 
Portland— E.  M.  .^Spharf 
Los  Angeles-F     Earl  Alderson 
Sacran-ento- H.  R.  Wickler 

Germania  Fire,  N.  Y. 

Portland— Fred  S.  Penfield 
Spokane— Z.  >r.  Boyer 

George  O.  Hoadley 

San  Francisco— Alex. I.  Cartwright 
Portland -A.  H   .lackson 
Spokane— F.  J.  Root 
Los  Angeles— Mark  B.  Harris 

Dixwell  Hewitt 

San  Francisco— (ieo.  F.  Devine. 
Snpt.  of  Agencies 

>r.  E.   Spiilding.  R.  E.  Dollard 

Wm.  S.  Dennis.  L.  H.  Earle 
I.05  Angeles- P.  \l.  (iriftith 

E.  E.  Price 
Portland— J.  J.  Dennis 
Spokane   —  Xeil    Stewart.      C.'Tl. 

Klinefelter 
Butte- Chas.  E.  Miller 


Home    New    York 

San  Francisco-  Harry  L.  Roff. 
J.  J.  Sheahan.  H.  W.  Wagenet 

E.  A.  Sheahan.  G.  W.  Madison 
Los  Angeles— Chas.  Qnitzow 

James  S.  Suydam 
Portland- J.  D,  Coleman. 

.lohn  C.  Fox,  Edgar  Stevens 
Spokane — ^■ernon  B.  McDowell 
Salt  Lake— Jnttius  Young, 
Great  Falls— Benn  A.  Scott 

Ins.    Co.     of  North    America    & 
Alliance 

San  Francisco— A.  C.  Wright 

F.  J.  Mayer 
Portland— Walter  E.  Bliss 
Los  Angeles — Wm.  F.  Kuhl 
Spokane — ^f.  H.  Reeves 
Billings,  Mont. — Oilman  L.  Camp 

Law  Union  &  Rock  and  Union 
Assurance 

San  Francisco  —  E.  M.  Brodenstein 
Branch  Sec"y;    J.Percy  Carroll. 
Supt.  of  .\gencies 
F.  A.  Stahl.  Nonh  L.  Nelson 

Portland— M.  B.  Boothby 

Denvei — W.  J.  Knlp 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe 

San  Francisco— R.  H.  Kountree 

Harrison  Hoiisi-worth 

Chester  S.  My  rick,  Geo.  J.  Janes 
Los  Angeles— R.  fi.  Brush 

Logan  B.  Chnndler 
.'Seattle—  G.  F.  Guerrnz 
Portland  — F.  E.  Atkins 
Great  Falls— Grant  R.  Brown 

London  &  Lancashire  and  Orient 

San  Francisco— Geo.  Ormond  Smitll. 
Agency  Sup't ;  AV.  B.  Hopkins, 
local  ~:ec'y:     Geo.  T.  Richmond 

Los  Angeles  — J.  P.  Yates,  Agency 
Supt.  :  J.  P.  Hague 

Sacramento — Wm.  W.  Gilmore 

Portland— G.  L.  Goodell 

Seattle— David  IT.  Parry 

Denver— Nicholas  Gardner 

Salt  Lake— N.  W.  Clryton.  ,Tr. 

London 

San    Francisco— Wm.  H.  Hnckett 
Supt.  of  .Agencies 

Phillip  R.  Weinmann.  Ben  L 

Pentield 
Los  Angeles— C.  W.  Rohrer 
Portland— G us  J.  Roth 
Seattle— P.  J.  Perry 
Spokane— J.  E.  .lohusou 
Denver— T.  S.  Heiith 

National  Union 

San  Francisco— Dixwell  Davenport 
Oakland— E.  W.  Hall 
Los  Angeles— William  M.  Stodghill 
Seattle— Henry  (i.  (ireen 
Spokane— J.  F.  Price 

New  York  Underwriters  Agency 

San  Francisco— V.  H.  Quitzow 
Los  Angeles— A.  C.  .Vllilerson 
Seaule— A.  E.  Bailey 
Spokane     H.  B.  Ha  gen 
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New  Zealand 

San  Francisco— D.  A.  Parker 

R.  E.  Oehlmann 
Los  Angeles— C.  P.  Lyndall 
Portland- W.  G.  Fortmann 
Denver— Fred  Williams 
Spokane — Volney  Seebeck 
E.  T.  Niebling 
San  Francisco  —  A.  E.  Field,  F.  J. 

H.  ManniiiK.  Geo.  F.  Heuer 
Los  Angeles— Walter  H.  Young 
Portland— H.  E.  Parkhurst 
Seattle— Geo.  W.  Swan 
Helena— I.  M.  Fisher.  Jr. 

North  British  and  Mercantile, 
Commonwealth,  New  York 
Seattle— E.  .1.  Young 
Spokane— P.  W.  Gedney 
Los  Angeles— ("has.  Harris 

Wm.  R.  Lambert 
San  Francisco — F.  .1.  Schoeneman 

(;.  F.  Milliman,  G.  W.  Dearborn 
Denver— E.  C.  AVilley 
Portland— H.  E.  Smith 
Helena— Oscar  Unmack 
Dallas— Wirt  Leake 
Houston — H.  J.  Thomsen 

Northern 
San  Francisco— H.  D.  Schmnann 
Sacramento— L.  C.  Holloway 
Los  Angeles  —  G.  Mueller,  Ben  T. 

Campbell 
Portland— D.  Ross  Atkinson 
Seattle — F.  B.  Welpton 
Butte — E.  G.  Fotheringham 

Northwestern  National 
Seattle— A.  M.  .lones 
Los  Angeles— W.  E.  Labry 
San  Francisco— C.  W.  Greene 

H.  L.  Glark 
Tacoma— L    S.  Frudenfeld 
Spokane— G.  F.  Nickerson 
Norwich  Union 
San  Francisco  — F.  C.  Staniford,  Supt 

of  Agencies,  William  L.  Wallace. 

H.  L.  Cope 
Portland— A.    W.   Giesy,   Supt.   of 

Agencies 
Spokane— n.  W.  Rnndall 
Denver— A.  L.  Tefft 

A.  C.  Olds 
San  Francisco— Paul  St.  John 
Los  Angeles— Warren  Campbell 
Sacramento— E.  E.  Pauabaker 
Portland— Chas.  A.Cnlvin 


Edwin  Parr  is  h 

Portland— Chester  A.  Deering 
Spokane — John  A.  Carlson 
Los  Angeles — O.  D.Baldwin 

B.  C.  Fi.sher 
Sacramento — W.  D.  Young 
San  Francisco— R.  T.  Boyd 
C.  C.  Trowbridge 

Pennsylvania 

San  Francisco  —  S.  P.   Mesick,   .Supt. 

of  Agencies 
Oakland — F.J.  Agnew.Supt  of  Agen. 

F.  A.  Lathrop 
Los  Angeles— A.  C.  McC^onnell 
Portland— Chas.  V.  McCarthy 

Phoenix,  London 

San  Francisco — G.  A.  R.  Heuer 

WillardT.  Lovell. 

Miniro  English,  ('has.  R.  Stone 

Geo.  A.  Yocum,  W.  H.  Tieknor 
Portland— 

B.  W.  .Tones 
Spokane  —  J.    Robh    Gay 
Los  Angeles — Otho  N.Hall 

E.G.  Large.    B.  J.  Kellner 

E.  E.  Potter  &  Sons 

San  Francisco — E.  G.  Potter, 

Sup't  of  Agencies;  R.  H.  Davis 
Los  Angeles — C.  H.  Gatchel 
Portland— E.  A.  Parsons 
Seattle — C.  R.  Kerns 
Bozeman — C    E. Dnnlop 

Royal  Exchange 

Denvei — W.  J.  Ciscel 

Seattle —Lawrence  F.  Lamping 

Royal   and  Queen 

San  Francisco— F.  M.  Gilcrest 
J.  1-.  Walden,    Fred.  H.    Farr 
R.  S.  Folger,  C.  A.  Luhrs 

Fresno— E.  P.  Eldred 

Los  Angeles— J.  K.  Urmston 
F.  J.  Perry 

Sacramento — D.  L.  Stewart 

Portland— H.  R.  Riirke 

Seattle— Matt  H.  Evans 

Salt  Lake— .L  H.  Banks 

Salem.  Or.— C.  D.  Giibrielson 

Spokane— J.  T.  O'Brien 


Springfield  &  Newark  Fire 

San  Francisco — Geo.  C.  Codding 

Frank  H.  Young,  H.  K.  Nourse 
Los  Angeles— J.  E.  Crandall 
Portland— J.  F.  R,  Webber 
Seattle— C.  H.  Anderson 
Salt  Lake— L.  B.  Rogers 

Scottish  Union  &  National  and 
State  Assurance 

San  Francisco — J.  H.  Fuller 

Rollin  M.  Kelley 
Los  Angeles  —  Chas.  Niemann 
Tacoma— Fred  W.  Gaston 
Spokane— H.  C.  Edmundson 
Denver— J.  L.  Reams 


Geo.  H.  Tyson 

San  Francisco — Harry  Benner, 
Clifford  (^only.  Supt  of  Agents 
,L  C.  Howard.  General  Adjuster 
J.  B.  Hatcher 

Douglas  Parker,  C.  E.  E.  Ellis 
Meredith  Parker 

Los   Angeles — F.  G.  Ainley 
E.  R.  Holland 

Sacramento — E.  F.  Hewit 

Portland— A.  M.  Peckham 

Seattle— W.T.Burwell,  L.D.Mitchell 

Spokane — F.  O.  Vincent 

Salt  Lake  City — ArthlTr  A.  Ferns 

Fresno — Geo.  A.  Kingman 

Wayman  and  Henry 

San  Francisco — W.  W.  Cleveland, 
J.  R.  Kenna,  E.  P.  Caine,  .John 
A.  Fa  nil    J.  N.  Waters 

Los  Angeles- Edward  A.  Rowe 
James  F.  Boylnn 

Portland — E.  R.  Thompson 

Seattle— Bruce  Kaltz 

Spokane— C.  B.  Harris 

Western  and  British  A  merica 

Seattle— H.  P.  Hildreth 
San  Francisco — 

Appraisers 

San  Francisco — J.  P.  Treanor 
Portland— Wm.  B.  Honeyman 


To  Managers  and  Field  Men 

These  two  pages  of   Field   Men's   Directory   have  just   been    revised. 
If  your  names  do  not  appear   in   the   Directory   it   is    YOUR   FAULT. 


FIRE 

Jesse  E.  White  succeeds  Chas.  H. 
Coffin  as  vice  president  of  the  Gei'man 
American  of  New  York. 

Quinby,  Ore.,  Oct.  1.  —  Aleck 
Harold's  barn  and  contents  burned. 

September  fire  losses  again  "nor- 
mal."    This  is  regretted. 


New  York  has  fire  trap  buildings 
too.  A  hotel  was  destroyed  from 
garret  to  cellar  last  week.  Several 
persons  lost  their  lives.  There  are 
many  old,  dilapidated  brick  buildings 
in  the  metropolis. 

Westport,  Wash.,  Oct.  5.  —  Glen 
Edyn  hotel  burned. 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell  Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fair  Commissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  PoHcyholders 


— In  short :    A  good,  all-round. 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
Write  for  full  information  today— 
HOME    O  FFICE  —  SEATTLE 


LIFE 

HEALTH 

ACCIDENT 


3-1 C 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


OPPORTUNITY:     District  Agency  Open  in   Prosperous  Section 
of  Central  West. 

BANKERS  LIFE  COMPANY  DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


The  Prudential 

40th  Anniversary,  October  13,  1915 

MUTUALIZED 

BENEFITS  INCREASED 

A  POLICYHOLDERS'  COMPANY 


THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 


FORREST   F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  Office,  NEWARK.  N.  J. 

Incorporated  Under  the  Laws  of  tlie  State  of  New  Jersey 


LIFE 

Death  claims  recently  paid  by  the 
Bankers  Life  Company  include  these: 
Robt.  C.  TSlelson,  Cupertino,  Cal., 
$4,088;  Chas.  E.  Gyger,  Los  Angeles, 
$4,097;  Frank  \V.  Wood,  La  Jolla, 
$6,147;    Vinson    B.    Howe,    Oroville, 


$4,074;  Egbert  W.  Reed,  Los  Angeles, 
$4,084;  Harrison  B.  Heninger,  Santa 
Ana,  $4,084;  Arilko  J.  Kemper,  Con- 
rad Mont.,  $4,080;  Geo.  R.  Waters, 
Butte,  $4,096;  Alf.  C.  F.  Burkhardt, 
Portland,  $4,084;  Chas.  H.  M.  Gurrin, 
Salt  Lake  City,  $4,076;  Chas.  A. 
Underwood,  No.  Yakima,  $4,066. 


We  Serve  and  Conserve 
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FIRE 

Vancouver,  B.  C,  October  11. — Fire 
early  this  morning  on  tlie  Canadian 
Pacific  liner  Monteagle,  lying  at  her 
wharf  here  loading  cargo  preparatory 
to  sailing  for  Yokohama,  caused  a  loss 
of  nearly  S100,000. 


Durham,  Cal.,  Oct.  14. — Tank  house 
and  prunes  on  Durham  ranch  burned. 

Cordova,  Alaska,  Oct.  14.  —  Three 
men  were  burned  and  new  buildings 
seriously  damaged  by  fire  when  a 
twenty-five-gallon  tank  of  alcohol  ex- 
ploded in  the  U.  S.  wireless  station. 


The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

Siamb  ur^  -Bremen 

S^ire  insurance  Comparw 

HAMBURG,  GERMANY 

Pacific  Department:     334  California  Street,     -    SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
MACDONALD  &  MILES,  Managers 

Organized  in  1854  Entered  United  States  in  1858 

Total  Losses  Paid  in  tKe  United  States,      $27,000,000 

United   States   Branch  :    123  William  Street,         -         NEW    YORK 

H.  N.  KELSEY,  Manager 

AGEPSTTS       WANTED       IN       UNREPRESENTED       POINTS 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 


Insurance  in  force,  iHi,0'.i'.i  Policies  for 


$228,305,763 


WHAT  NO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay  to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,  Dividends,  Surrender 
Values.  Annuities  and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 
It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 


Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1.  1846,  to  Dec.  31,  1914 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period 

Excess  of  amount  returned  ..--.. 


$294,743,273.70 

304,068,509.45 

9,325,235.75 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 


Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Orgranized  1853 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation 

Organized  1910 

New  Jersey  Fire  Insurance  Company 

Organized  1910 


New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1826 

North  River  Insurance  Company 

Organized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1824 


WM.  W.  ALVERSON,  Manager 

374  Pine  Street,  :  :  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

AUTOMOBILE  and   TRANSPORTATION   DEPARTMENT 

HERBERT  W.  BAILEY,  Superintendent 

Special  Agents 

T.  B.  Clark,  R.  Roper,  San  Francisco;  T.  J.  Keleher,  Los  Angeles;  A,  M.  Lovelace,  Portland;  W.  T.  Booth,  Spokane 
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FIRE  AUTOMOBILE    | 

NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance    Company 
Assets,     -     $7,502,873.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,    -    $3,387,433.00 

DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company  1 

Assets,     -     $2,274,403.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,533,737.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS  m 

Assets,    -     $11,301,668.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,667,165.00     ™l 
EDWIIN     PARRISM,    Manager 

Pacific  Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco  ||||||[ia 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing   paid-for   Insurance   in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance    Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 
ARTHUR    L.  BATES,  President 

Address      Albekt  E.  Awdk,    Supt.  of  Agencies 
7  \V.  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 

Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

T.   H.    McAllis,    Manager,    Sherlock     Bldg., 
Portland,  Ore. 

P.  B.  Dnren,  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Sesittle, 
Wash. 
J.  E.  Evans,  Manager.  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


LIFE 

Too  high  salaries — top-heavy  .sort — 
made  the  Florida  Life  turn  turtle. 
Another  Southern  connpany  has  rein- 
sured all  policyholders  and  agreed  to 
pay  all  death  claims. 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  January'  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,  -  -  -  $1,000,000  00 
Assets,  -----  7,284,654  80 
Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 


LIFE 

Our  Boston  contemporary  prai.sed 
the  splendid  record  of  Vice  President 
•Johnson  of  tlie  Columhian  National, 
whereupon  his  immediate  resignation 
was  accepted. 
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1792~^*^^  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE— Yp/C 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 

OF    PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS, $18,613,414.47 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF     PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT  : 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


COMPENSATION 

Olympia,  Wash.,  Oct.  10.  —  The 
state  accident  fund  is  now  S474,838. 
In  four  years  a  total  of  $5,521,381 
(premiums)  has  been  received,  and 
$3,290,773  has  been  paid  out  for 
claims.  The  632  deaths  in  hazardous 
employment  have  required  $390,033 
for  pensions.  Logging  and  milling 
caused  275  deaths. 

ACCIDENT 

Much  Insured  Man  Falls  5  Stories 
Kansas  City  (Mo.),  Sept.  29.— 
That  Theodore  Peltzer,  wealthy  real 
estate  man,  who  fell  five  stories  to  his 
death  from  his  office  window  here 
today,  was  deeply  entangled  in  finan- 
cial operations,  was  admitted  by  bank 
officials  following  a  meeting  late 
tonight.       Peltzer    carried    insurance 


totaling  over  $500,000.      His  accident 
policies  totaled  $<S5,000. 

FIRE 
I.  W.  W.  Suspected  of  Starting  Fires 
Sacramento,  Oct.  19.  —  Three  fires 
occurring  tonight  have  been  reported 
to  the  authorities  as  of  almost  certain 
incendiary  origin,  and  members  of  the 
Industrial  Workers  of  the  World  are 
suspected  of  setting  two  of  them.  The 
fires  were:  A  blaze  at  Portola,  in  the 
poolroom  of  Thomas  Reynolds,  who  was 
murdered  a  year  ago;  a  fire  which  de- 
stroyed two  big  barns  and  100  tons  of 
hay  south  of  Thirty,  and  a  blaze  which 
destroyed  a  big  warehouse  at  Willofs. 

Tonasket,  Wash.,  Oct.  5.  —  J.  A. 
Merva  new  home  burned  by  wind- 
overturned  lamp.  Adjacent  dwg. 
burned. 
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PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED  1782 


^V.   IRVIJVG 

General  Agent    for   Pacific  Coast 

E.  C.  F.  KNOWLES 
Assistant  General  Agent 


3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

K  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 


statement  of  the  ownership,  management,  circula- 
tion, etc.,  required  by  the  act  of  August  24,  1912, 
of  the  Coast  Review,  published  monthly  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. Cal.,  for  October  1,  1915.  Editor.  E.  H.  Bacon, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.  Managing  editor.  E.  H.  Bacon. 
San  Francisco,  Cal.  Business  manager,  E.  H. 
Bacon,  San  Francisco.  Cal.  Publisher.  E.  H.  Bacon. 
San  Francisco.  Owners:  E.  H.  Bacon,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  .\.  E.  Edwards,  Berkeley.  Cal.  Known 
bondholders,  mortgagees,  and  other  security 
holders,  holding  1  percent  or  more  of  total  amount 
of  bonds,  mortgages,  or  other  securities,  none. 
E.  H.  Bacon,  Publisher.  Sworn  to  and  subscribed 
before  me  this  2Sth  day  of  September,  191.5.  ( 'harles 
Edelmann,  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  city  and 
county  of  San  Francisco,  state  of  California. 
( My  commission  expires  April  7,  1918.)    [Seal.] 

MARINE 

Juneau  (Alaska),  Sept.  29.  — The 
power  schooner  P,  J.  Ahler,  well- 
known  as  an  Arctic  trader,  burned  to 
the  waters  edge  here  today.  The  ves- 
sel was  valued  at  $15,000,  and  carried 
a  cargo  worth  $10,000.  The  crew  was 
saved  by  the  lighthouse  tender. 


AUTOMOBILE 

Two  Seriously  Hurt  in  Jitney    Head-On 
Collision 

San  Rafael,  Sept.  29. — Two  persons 
were  seriously  injured  and  five  others 
received  slight  bruises  and  cuts  when 
a  San  Anselmo-bound  jitney,  carrying 
five  passengers,  crashed  headlong  into 
an  automobile  driven  by  Peter  Di 
Grazia,  on  a  curve  near  San  Rafael 
early  this  morning. 

Machine  fell  40  feet  near  San  Fran- 
cisco and  was  completely  smashed. 
The  six  passengers  were  hurt  but  not 
seriously.  Cause,  too  short  a  curve  for 
a  high  speed. 

Auto  turned  over  when  tire  ripped 
off,  near  San  Francisco,  Sunday,  Oct. 
3.  The  four  riders  were  "caught" 
beneath  the  machine  but  not  seriously 
injured. 

San  Francisco.  — Six  persons  hurt; 
one  has  died,  another  will. 

San  Mateo,  Cal. —Automobile  over- 
turns and  boy  passenger  killed. 

A  Chicago  man  entered  a  replevin 
suit  to  recover  a  stolen  automobile, 
but  the  court  allowed  him,  much  to 
his  surprise,  only  the  body,  the  rear 
right  fender,  and  one-man  top  of  the 
machine.  The  other  parts  of  the  auto 
had  been  stolen  from  other  autos  and 
reassembled. 

FIRE 

Sacramento,  Cal.,  Oct.  15.  — Up  to 
and  including  today  there  have  been 
registered  with  the  automobile  license 
department  of  the  state  157,491  auto- 
mobiles for  the  year,  representing  a 
total  of  $1,828,712.50  in  license  fees. 
For  the  same  period  there  have  been 
registered  21,718  motorcycles,  repre- 
senting $50,404  in  licenses. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

{LIMITED^ 
Of  London,  England 

With  which  is  Incorporated  the 

ilancKester  Assurance  Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,     ■     ■    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,962,091.00 


Office:     lOO    Sansome   St., 


San  Francisco 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T-  H.  PALACHE,  Assistant  Manager 


FIRE 

Barking   of  Dog   Saves  Stock   For 
Farmer 

Coeur  D'Alene,  Idaho,  Sept.  15. — 
A  fire  broke  out  late  last  night  in  a 
large  barn  on  the  ranch  of  W.  A. 
Kelly,  in  French  gulch,  destroying  the 
building  and  a  considerable  amount 
of  grain  and  hay.  Mr.  Kelly  states 
his  loss  will  reach  $-5,000,  with  some 
insurance.  They  were  awakened  in 
the  nick  of  time  by  the  barking  of  a 
watch  dog  and  found  the  entire   barn 


in    flames.       Twelv^e    cows    and    eight 
horses  were  saved. 

Stockton,  Oct.  4. — Fire  of  unknown 
origin,  which  started  in  a  small  shed, 
caused  damage  to  an  apartment  house, 
carpet  cleaning  plant  and  a  near  by 
stable  last  night  to  the  extent  of  $12,- 
000.  Chief  Daniel  Murphy  was 
knocked  unconscious  by  a  live  wire 
while  directing  his  men,  after  which 
all  power  was  ordered  off,  leaving  a 
part  of  the  city  in  darkness  during 
the  fire. 
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ARE  YOU  PLEASED? 

IF  NOT,  SEE 


US 


POLICIES    UP  TO   TME    MINUTE 

LITE,  ACCIDENT  and    MEALTM, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE  " 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldg.  LOS    ANGELES.  CAL. 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -        -         $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,      -  -         -        -       7,543,103.12 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

H.   R.   MANN,   Manager 
F.   M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Managers 
Pacific     Coast  Department:    339-34-1     Sansome     St..    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  ;  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg.  Seattle.  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane.  Wash.—  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St.  San  Francisco — A.  C.  Anderson. 
239  Van  Nuys  Bldg..  Los  Angeles.  Cal. 


W.  R.   BROCK.  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  1833) 

(EIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120.152.00 

Sur2Jlus 6723,433.00 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

340  California  Street,         -         -         -         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


"James!  James  !  telephone  for  the 
fire  brigade.     The  house  is  a-fire." 

"Yes,  yes,  my  dear,  I  know;  all  in 
good  time.  I'm  just  'phoning  the 
cinematograph  people;  we  must  get 
them  here  first." — Punch. 


Hay  brings  a  good  price  but  there 
are  many  liay  fires. 

Pure  water  in  cities  reduces  the 
typhoid  mortality  70  percent.  Chlorine 
will  so  sterilize  city  water  as  to  prevent 
infection  tlierefrom. 


Fire  Insurance 
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FIRES 

Cloverdale,  Cal.,  Oct.  14. — An  ex- 
plosion of  a  gasoline  stove  at  5:30 
o'clock  this  morning  fired  the  old 
Cloverdale  hotel.  Three  persons  are 
known  to  have  lost  their  lives.  Before 
the  thirty  guests  could  be  awakened 
the  old  tinder  -  box  was  in  flames. 
Eight  other  business  places  were  de- 
stroyed. A  strong  northeast  wind 
swept  down  the  main  business  street. 
Regular  firemen  and  volunteers  fought 
the  fire  in  vain  until  two  intersecting 
wide  streets  became  their  allies.  The 
loss  is  $50,000.  The  hotel  w^as  an  old 
land-mark.  Formerly,  many  years 
ago,  it  was  headquarters  for  several 
stage  lines,  carrying  to  Lake  county 
towns  and  summer  resorts  on  both 
sides  of  Clear  lake. 


Cottonwood,  Cal.,  Oct.  12.  —  Nine- 
teen horses  perished  in  a  fire  at  Cotton- 
wood at  midnight,  when  a  livery  barn 
owned  by  Thomas  Laffon,  and  oper- 
ated by  Jesse  Saunders,  burned.  The 
loss  is  estimated  at  $7,000.  The  flour 
mills  had  a  narrow  escape. 

Chowchilla,  Oct.  12.- — Chowchilla 
lost  its  new  Farmers'  Club  house  by 
fire,  believed  to  be  of  incendiary  origin, 
Sunday.  The  building,  owned  by  the 
Central  Colonization  Association  and 
the  farmers  of  the  district,  burned 
shortly  after  a  dance  last  Saturday 
night. 

Oakland,  Cal.,  Oct.  12. — Laboratory 
and  assay  plant  for  ore  -  reduction, 
Charles  Butler,  5400  Chabot  road, 
damaged  by  fire  today. 


Fire 
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Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON.   ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid-Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY  PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Manager 

R.   C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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/l.-.^^-.S^^-.    r-^^t-m^^t    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

/American     ^^trSnircll  q|   gt     Lq^js  Established    1853 

Assets.  $4,320,590        Surplus  to  Policyholders.  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid.  $29,707,385 

^-        !>  —  --■    F.  &  M.   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

»C«     t^aUl  of  St.   Paul.   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets.  $10,162,454     Surplus  to  Policyholders.  $4,216,643       Losses  Paid,  $47,792,188 


LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 


Mercantile  '■  "  I  TIZ'"""     Minnesota  "ZTpT' 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets      $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2.156.705  Surplus  to  Policyholders      2.156.705 

TERRITORY— California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department:— 235  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION   LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus,       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

1  Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Pfiiladelptiia.  • 
Total  Assets,  -  $27,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  $11,878,186.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906.        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAI^    AOENTS  : 

T.r.O'GRADY,  San  Francisco;  GEO.  F.ST  Al^lFORD,  Los  Angeles; Portland 

315  California  Street,  -  -  -  San  Francisco 


San  Luis  Obispo,  Sept.  25. — Je.sse  of  Brentwood,  six  miles  from  here, 
T.  Rutherford,  prominent  farmer  of  this  forenoon.  The  flames  spread  to 
the  Shandon  system,  was  instantly'  the  adjoining  residence  district  and 
killed  in  the  overturning  of  his  auto-  before  they  were  controlled  had  con- 
mobile  near  San  Luis  Hot  Sulphur  sumed  four  cottages  and  four  barns. 
Springs  today.  A  14-year-old  son,  Favorable  winds  saved  the  town  from 
driving   the    car,    was   struck    in    the  destruction. 

eyes  by  branches  from  brush  along  the  Jails  are  easily  fired.     Within  a  few 

road,  causing  him  to  lose   control    of  Jays  two  California  jails  were  fired  by 

the  car  and    drive  over   an    embank-  prisoners  kindly  furnished  with  tobacco 

raent.  and  matches,  who  hoped  to  escape  in 

Byron,  Cal.,  October  6. — A  820,000  the  excitement.     The  insurers  foot  the 

fire  broke  out  in   the  business  section  hills. 
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Pacific  Department,  Insurance  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

CONNECTICUT  WESTCHESTER 

FIRE   INSURANCE  CO.      FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

HARTFORD      NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1850                      ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J.  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

r.  &L  M.  Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,    Mass. 

Largest    Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  18-19 

Total  Assets     $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8,979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,490,436.53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  ISll 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus     590,434  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,014,985.00 


150  Sfnisome  Street,  :  San  Francisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst.  Manager 

SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

F.J   R.WEBBER        GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.B.ROGERS      J.:E.  CRANDALL       C.H.ANDERSON 
FRANK  H.  YOrXG  H.  K.  NOURSE 


An  Oakland,  CaL,  jitney    struck   a         At  Atwater,   CaL,    planing  mill    of 
wagon  and  killed  its  driver.  Shelby  Newhall  l.urned,  Sept.  28. 
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The  "Home  Life" 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ida  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  its  policyholders  during 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  $30,631,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  $3, 1  1 0,507  includ- 
ing dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
$4,533,420,  and  is  now 

$120,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 
JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE. 

Claus  Spreckels  Building.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance   Company) 

Of  Pittsburg.  Pa. 

Cash  Capital,  ....        -        $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -        -        -       1. 263.340.00 

Assete. 4,195,444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department, 

Wan  Francisco  National  Bank  Bldg.,   454  California 

Street,  .San  Francisco 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES  : 

JNO.  R.  BERTHOLF,  Northern  California. 

454  California  Street,  San  Francisco 

E.  W.  HALL,  Bay  Counties. 
500  Syndicate  Bldg.,  Oaliland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California, 
302  Stimson  Bldg.,  Los  .^ng'eles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon,   British  Columbia  and 
Western  Washington,     71-1  White  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaho.  .Montana  and  Eastern 
Washington,    Address— Spokane.  Wash. 


Sacramento,  up  to  this  year,  has 
taken  its  water  directly  from  the  river 
without  treatment  of  any  kind.  This 
source  brings  15,000,000  gallons  daily. 
The  annexed  area  is  furnised  about 
half  as  much,  from  wells.  The  use  of 
such   water  has    given    Sacramento    a 
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San  Francisco,  Cal. 

continual  death  rate  from  typhoid, 
averaging  about  53/^  per  100,000 
annually  for  each  five-year  period  since 
1895.  In  1914,  253  cases  were  re- 
ported, with  23  deaths.  The  expecta- 
tion of  life  of  those  who  contracted 
typhoid  in  the  city  and  died  in  1909, 
1910,  1911  was  a  total  of  6,270  years. 
Such  is  the  report  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health. 

At  Wapato,  Wash.,  Sept.  25,  res- 
taurant and  lodge ry  of  Wm.  Degen- 
hart  destroyed. 
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Chico,  Cal.,  Oct.  11. — Fire,  believed 
to  have  been  of  incendiary  origin,  de- 
stroyed the  prune  house  and  dipping 
sheds  on  Robert  Durham's  ranch  at 
Durham  yesterday,  entailing  a  loss  of 
$6,000.  Thirty  tons  of  dried  prunes 
were  destroyed. 

Richmond,  Cal.,  Oct.  11.  —  Fire, 
said  by  Fire  Chief  Roy  Le  Moine  to  be 
of  incendiary  origin,  partially  de- 
stroyed the  home  of  Howard  French, 
Standard  Oil  official,  early  this  morn- 
ing.    The  damage  is  estimated  at  S500. 

Venice,  Cal.,  Oct.  11. — Fire,  which 
the  police  say  was  incendiary,  drove 
nearly  a  hundred  scantily  clad  persons 
from  two  apartment  houses  and  an 
adjoining  hotel  early  today.  Scores 
of  persons  escaped  in  their  night  cloth- 
ing and  dressed  on  the  beach.  Several 
families,  aided  by  volunteers,  moved 
their  household  goods  upon  the  con- 
crete promenade  along  the  beach.  The 
damage  to  the  frame  apartment  houses 
was  estimated  at  $9,000. 

At  Lincoln,  Cal.,  dwg.  of  E.  W. 
Christianson  burned. 

Alameda,  Cal.,  Oct.  11. — Fire  early 
today  partly  destroyed  the  warehouse 
of  the  Alaska  Packers'  Association,  on 
the  water  front  at  the  foot  of  Grand 
street,  and  a  quantity  of  oil,  hams  and 
bacon  stored  there.  The  flames  were 
discovered  at  4:30  a.  m.,  and  had 
gained  such  headway  that  the  origin 
of  the  blaze  could  not  be  learned.  The 
damage  is  estimated  at  about  $25,000. 


Red  Bluff,  Cal.,  Oct.  14.— The  Mon- 
roe-street grammar  school  caught  fire 
today,  from  a  match  or  cigarette  tossed 
into  some  tar  paper.  The  pupils 
marched  out  in  fire  drill  order  in  less 
than  a  minute.  The  fire  department 
quickly  put  out  the  fire. 

Anderson,  Cal.,  Oct.  14.  —  Render- 
ing lard  on  the  kitchen  stove  today, 
on  the  Crane  place,  caused  the  de- 
struction of  the  dwelling,  the  owner 
having  left  the  house  for  a  few  minutes. 
Insured. 

Corning,  Cal.,  Oct.  14.— M.  L.  Conk- 
lin  lost  120  tons  of  hay  in  two  stacks  a 
mile  from  here.     Insured  for 


Salem,  Or.,  Sept.  28.  —  The  store- 
room building  of  the  Salem  Flouring 
Mills  was  destroyed  by  fire  here  early 
today.  Firemen  succeeded  in  prevent- 
ing the  flames  from  spreading  to  the 
main  buildings  on  either  side.  The 
loss  amounts  to  $25,000  the  building 
being  valued  at  $10,000,  and  its  con- 
tents at  $15,000. 

Keswick,  Cal.,  Oct.  3.  —  Riverside 
hotel  burned  early  this  morning.  Prop- 
erty of  Mountain  Copper  Co. ;  leased 
to  R.  Maitland.  Depot  burned.  Loss 
$6,000. 


The  United  States  grows  two-thirds 
the  world's  corn  (  maize  )  crop,  or  a 
total  of  2,750,000,000  bushels,  worth 
a  billion  dollars  more  than  the  cotton 
crop. 
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Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

"The    Oldest   Scottish   Insurance   Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50  -  52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOICH  UNOERWRITERS 

PACIFIC   COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cai.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES  : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIS,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREX  CAMPBELL.  Special  Agt.  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHS,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  X.    Y. 

SEMI-ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  JUNE    30,  1915 

Assets 811,764,957  75 

Liabilities 8,129.567  28 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,635,390  47 

Losses  Paid  to  June  30,  1915 50,512,471  85 

This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 
Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary,  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public.  Teams  •  Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage  >.  Automobile  <  Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision  ',  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Osvners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-VVheel  Insurance. 

(  California— CHAS.  J.  BO.'SWORTH.  General  Agent,  Merchants  Kxchange, 
Pacific  Coast  Department:  ]  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— .SEELEY  &  CO..  Ill  S.  10th 
'  St..  Tacoma:  Coleman  Bldg.  Seattle;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of     I. on  don 

Cash    Assets.      .      .      .      $24,899,825.90 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECI.VL  AGENTS  — C.  W.  Rohrer,  Los  .\ngeles.  Cal.;  Ron  E.  Smith,  Portland,  Oregon; 
T.  S.  HE.-VTH.  Denver;  .1.  E.  Johxsen.  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinmanx.  B.  L.  Pe.vfield,  San  Francisco. 
Percy  J.  Perry,  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL,  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIX,  City  Manager 

Wm.  H.^ckett.  Supt.  of  .\gents 
Pacific  Branch— Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 


San  Francisco,  Oct.  4.  —  A    bin    of  struclc  by  tbe  proprietor,  Alfred  Hart, 

cotton  six  feet  deep   burst  into  flames  broke    in    two    and    dropped    on    the 

in  the  office  of  the  California  Curtain  cotton.      Before   the    fire    department 

Mills,  on  the  9th  floor  of  the  Aarensen  extinguished  the  flames  SoOO  worth  of 

building,  this  afternoon,  when  a  match  damage  had  been  done. 
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OUR  "I.   W.   W."  CRIMINALS 

The     Effect    of  "License"    Must    Always 
Be  the   Destruction   of  Liberty 

The  rioting  and  arsons  perpetrated 
by  the  banded  criminals  who  call 
themselves  "industrial  workers,"  and 
some  of  whose  details  have  just  been 
confessed  by  one  of  the  active  agents, 
are  the  direct  result  of  the  weakness 
and  folly  of  the  American  people  in 
permitting  these  villainous  conspirators 
to  openly  preach  their  doctrines. 

Liberty  of  speech  is  right.  Liberty 
of  the  press  is  right. 

But  when  liberty  is  permitted  to  de- 
generate into  license  and  public  prop- 
erty is  allowed  to  be  used  as  a  forum 
for  advocating  the  destruction  of  pub- 
lic institutions,  the  people  who  permit 
it  have  only  themselves  to  blame  for 
the  destruction  which  follows. 

In  no  other  country  on  earth  would 
these  roving  bands  of  vagrants  be  al- 
lowed to  torment  societ3^  They  would 
be  promptly  herded  in  chain  gangs 
and  compelled  to  be  both  "workers" 
and  "industrious,"  regardless  of  their 
abhorrence  of  work  in  any  form.  "No 
work,  no  eats,"  would  be  the  rule,  and 
if  they  preferred  to  starve  rather  than 
work,  nobody  would  object. 

The  miserable  tools  who  set  fire  to 
the  barns,  and  whom  we  punish  when 
we  get  them,  are  not  tne  really  dan- 
gerous elements. 

Those  who  should  go  to  the  chain 
gangs  first  and  stay  there  are  the  soap 
box  orators,  who  inflame  the  weak- 
minded  to  deeds  of  deviltry  which 
they  themselves  are  too  smart  and  too 
cowardly  to  undertake. 

There  are  already  indications  of 
realization  that  liberty  of  speech  does 


not  mean  public  exhortation  to  arson 
and  murder,  and  that  no  government 
can  expect  to  live,  or  is  tit  to  live, 
which  does  not  protect  its  citizens 
from  the  open  assaults  of  the  vile  and 
vindictive  elements  of  society.— San 
Francisco  Chronicle. 

Press   Exaggeration 

Recently  there  was  a  l)ig  parade  into 
the  Fair.  Next  morning  the  Examiner 
headlined  "30,000  in  Great  Parade," 
and  the  Chronicle  "35,000  in  Line." 
A  representative  of  the  Coast  Review, 
anticipating  such  press  exaggeration, 
counted  the  paraders  as  they  walked 
and  rode  through  the  big  gate.  There 
were  only  6,550  in  line. 

Insanitary  conditions  were  found 
(by  the  State  Board  of  Health  in- 
spector) in  eighteen  out  of  the  twenty- 
two  places  visited  in  the  Lake  Tahoe 
region,  the  most  common  fault  relat- 
ing to  stream  pollution.  In  some 
places  privies  were  placed  directly  over 
running  streams;  hog  pens  were  found 
on  the  banks,  and  sewage  from  some 
resorts  was  flowing  into  Lake  Tahoe 
or  its  tributaries.  Such  pollution  not 
only  creates  a  nuisance,  but  is  also  a 
distinct  menace  to  the  health  of  per- 
sons who  drink  from  these  beautiful 
mountain  lakes  or  streams.  Besides, 
such  pollution  of  streams  and  lakes  is 
a  direct  violation  of  state  law. 

Robbers  are  blamed  for  a  fire  in  the 
Occidental  hotel  at  Halfmoon  Bay, 
Cal.,  at  2:30  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
started,  it  is  believed,  to  divert  atten- 
tion from  their  burglaries  in  another 
part  of  the  town. 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIX  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  ^  Mercantile 

Insurance  Company 
Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  WilUamSt.,  New  York  City 

ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH  SIX  Q2MS2  00 

Uvhich  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Company)        M^w, /i<w,  /  i;i..uu 

E.  G.  mCHABBS,  Manager 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  Representatives: 

E  J  Young  ''01  American  Bank  Bldg.,  Seattle;  P.  W.  Gedney.  O04  Empire  State  Bldg.,  Spokane.Wash., 
e"  C  Willey  1645  Tremont  St.,  Denver,  Colo.  ;C.  Harris.  51.5  Title  Ins.  Bldg..  Los  Angeles  ;  H.  E.  Smith. 
224  Henry  Bldg    Portland,  Or. ;    G.  W.  Dearborn,  F.  J.  Schoeneman,  C.  F.  Milliman,  San    Francisco 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business  ?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

THEN 
Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company.  Are  you  represented  here?  Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Marm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an    applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."     "My  business  is  chiefly . 

"I  wint  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  th  s  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Lookins  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad  hand  and  the  warm 
eye  They  will  pay  you  a  handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance     Company 
or    Grsat    Britain. 

Organized  IS'J^, 

FIRE    -    LIGHTNING     -    TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE    -    SPRINKLER    LEAKAGE 


North  American  Branch; 

Hartford,   Conn, 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 


FIELD     REPRESENTATIVES: 

FRED  W.  GASTON,  Tacoma,  Wash., 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia. 

JOHN  L.  REAMS,  State  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg..  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Utah, 

H.  C.  EDMUNDSON,   Realty  Building. 

Spokane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco,  Cal.. 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  .\rizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE : 

420  Montgomery  Street 


British  railways  are  now  using  for 
the  fir.-;t  time  sleepers  sawn  and  hewn 
from  trees  large  enough  for  only  one 
sleeper,  the  heart  being  near  the  center 
of  the  sleeper.  In  the  past  sleepers 
have  all   been    made  from   trees  large 


enough  to  produce  a  log  ten  inches 
square;  this  log  or  "sleeper-block," 
as  it  is  known  in  the  trade,  when  split, 
produces  two  sleepers,  each  with  the 
heart  of  the  tree  less  than  one  inch 
from  the  surface  of  the  sleeper. 
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Death   Causes 

The  California  State  Board  of  Health 
reports  for  June  3,022  deaths.  The 
principal  cause  was  diseases  of  the  cir- 
culatory system,  559  or  185  per  1,000. 
Lung  tuberculosis  was  responsible  for 
387  deaths  or  128  per  1,00.  Bright's 
disease  "took  off''  219  or  72.5  per 
1,000.  There  were  97  suicides  or  32 
per  1,000.   Other  violence,  250  or  82.7 


per  1,000.  Cancer  killed  231  or  76.4 
per  1,000.  Half  the  30  deaths  from 
diphtheria  and  croup  occurred  in  San 
Francisco.  More  than  a  third  of  the 
deaths  from  typhoid  fever  occurred  in 
Los  Angeles  county. 

Naturally 

Maine  has  a  Jay  fire  mutual. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE.  Vice  President  and  General  IVIanager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated i85i) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

SuviHus $1,07  a, 84:7. 7  5 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 
3  40    CALIFORNIA   STREET        ...         SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  HENLEY  &  SCOTT,  Managers. 


TOTAL  ASSETS  REPRESENTED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co. 

of  Watertoicn,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York.  N.  Y. 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  III. 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 
202  -  204  Sansome  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


22,000     EDITION 


It  Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
12th   EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey  Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.25 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 
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Royal  ExcKahge  Assurance  (]  ^  ^  '^  Q  ]^ 


OF      LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 

Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


I 


nsurance 


Oiii 


ice 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY.  United  States  Mgr. 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)  -  -  $  250,000  00 
Cash  Assets  (Gold)  -  -  -  2,745,650  72 
Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,941,508  60 
Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -        399,500  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING.   State  Agent 

For    Oregon,  Washington    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING,  SEATTLE 


PARROTT    &  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San    Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company.  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED   1782 


General   Agent    for    Pacific  Coast 

R.  GALLEGOS 

Assistant  General  Agent 


3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  .Street  ) 

San    Francisco 

The  Employers^  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation^  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
IIkad  Office  fok  United  States: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates- 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  W^orkmen  s 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  b  uildings .  Ele  va  tor  in  s  uran  ce . 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,         -         -         San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal    Insurance    Building 
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Modern  Warfare 

Every  morning  I  sally  forth  from 
my  dug-out  to  the  trenches,  and  bor- 
rowing a  periscope  (the  modern  wea- 
pon, and  thank  the  heavens!  we  have 
thousands  of  them)  I  survey  in  safety 
these  same  old  enemy  trenches,  per- 
haps 60  yards  away.  Never  a  sign  of 
man,  of  course,  but  Ave  see  many  a 
shovel  full  of  earth  going  over  the  para- 
pet and  their  sap-head  day  after  day 
steadily  advancing  towards  us.  Great 
is  the  excitement  when  a  new  approach 
is  broken  out  by  them.  This  then  is 
the  battle  being  joined  all  along  the 
line,  and  at  points  we  are  at  very  close 
grips,  and  like  schoolboys,  all  we  dare 
do  is  to  throw  stones  at  each  other. 
But  the  stones  are  bombs,  and  very 
tiresome  things  they  are. 

A  few  nights  ago  I  went  up  to  the 
tiring-line  at  11  p.  m.  to  see  some 
barbed  wire  put  out,  and  at  a  brigade 
headquarters  found  great  excitement — 
telegrams  galore  pouring  in.  Sounds 
of  "picking"  through  the  soil  had 
l)een  heard  in  one  of  our  galleries. 
The  distance  had  been  estimated  at  8 
ft.  away,  and  it  had  been  ordered  that 
if  it  came  to  two  or  three  feet  away  we 
were  to  fire  a  mine.  I  went  along 
with  experienced  miners  —  silentlj', 
with  boots  off — and  listened.  Nothing 
for  a  long  time,  as  we  lay  with  our 
ears  to  the  dark  tunnel  side,  two  feet 
b}^  four — then  quite,  quite  far  away, 
as  it  sounded,  "pick,  jjick,  pick" — 
the  most  eerie  and  sinister  sound  I 
ever  expect  to  hear,  like  another  world 
creeping  into  ours.  One  could  hardly 
believe  it  was  so  near.  Consultation: 
had  they  heard  us?     Which  way  were 


they  moving?  Should  we  fire  the 
mine,  or  should  we  wait?  I  was  for 
waiting,  and  so  reported.  At  3  a.  m. 
the  sounds  were  no  nearer,  so  I  turned 

in,  but  while  I  slept  took  it  upon 

himself  to  fire  the  charge,  opinion 
being  that  they  were  close  to  breaking 
through.  I  daresaj'  we  killed  a  few 
Tui-ks,  but  it  spoiled  our  beautiful 
tunnel,  of  course,  which  on  account  of 
poisonous  gases  is  unusable. 

This  would  be  a  realh'  fine  spot, 
with  its  wonderful  sandhills  and 
glorious  seabeach,  if  it  weren't  for  the 
stray  metal  flying  about.  It  is  a  mag- 
nificent sight  or  rather  sound,  at  night . 
One  climbs  the  hill  and,  reaching  the 
top,  turns  to  encompass  the  scene. 
The  gullies  are  full  of  the  clamour  of 
echoing  rifle-fire,  which,  as  one 
ascended  the  (well-screened)  track, 
spat  and  whirred  safely  above  one. 
(Why  the  Turks  fire,  Heaven  onlj- 
knows.  No  one  is  dreaming  of  mov- 
ing between  the  trenches,  and  no  man 
can  see  anything  to  fire  at.  )  An 
occasional  great  trench  bomb  makes  a 
prodigious  noise  for  verj'  little  wool. 
Then  the  sharp,  continuous  knocking 
of  the  machine-gun  —  a  very  deadly 
gentleman,  this.  And  through  it  all 
the   fighting    men    sleep    on.       1    was 

aroused  later  by ,  who   had  come 

to  discuss  mining  propositions,  like  a 
couple  of  company  promoters. — Letter 
from  an  Officer. 

Alfred  E.  Churchman  is  not  a  good 
name  for  an  embezzler  but  a  man  with 
that  name  is  charged  with  stealing 
$800  from  his  employers  at  Fairfield, 
Conn.  He  was  arrested  in  Oregon 
last  week,  after  a  four  j-ears'    search. 
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Office    of   Ecl\\^arcl   E.    Potter 

Oeneral    Agent 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,    without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL    AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE    ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble    of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.   E.  POTTER    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unabie  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the   Best   Insurance   While   You  Are   About   It 
It   Costs    No    More 

"^xUr  GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New   York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .  $3,889,296  00        UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .    $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits   ...  $  432,560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  LNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    .   .    $3,053,576  00        UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    $811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  SI, 080,978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .     $173,718  00 

EDWARD  E.   POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.    W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Gal. 
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In  its  45th  year 


Failure  of  the   Realty   Union 


This  realty  speculation  of  much 
promise  has  been  forced  into  bank- 
ruptcy. The  creditors,  some  1900, 
are  largely  women.  The  assets  as 
claimed  are  about  S544,000  and  the 
liabilities  are  about  $869,021.  Some 
of  the  claims  are  as  high  as  $20,000 
"invested."  Henry  Wadsworth  is 
the  president.  The  "Union"  was  in- 
corporated in  1910,  and  nominally  of 
San  Francisco  is  really  of  Oakland. 
It  is,  apparently,  a  small  copy  of  the 
original  Realty  Sindicate. 


Earth   Fever 

A  slight  earth  quiver — ^the  gravital 
"pull"  following  a  hot  still  day  and  a 
cool  night  —  rattled  the  windows  in 
San  Francisco  at  7:30  a.  m.  recently. 
A  day  or  so  later  at  10:58  p.  m.  sev- 
eral shocks  disturbed  equanimity  from 
Victoria  to  Bakersfield,  and  through- 
out Nevada.  The  only  damage  re- 
ported vvas  at  Carlin  and  Winne- 
mucca,  where  a  railway  station  and  a 
new  hotel  were  wrecked. 


California   New    Corporation   Law  Costs 
State  $23,925 

Sacramento,  Sept.  28.  — Because  of 
a  new  law  enacted  by  the  last  legisla- 
ture fixing  a  flat  filing  fee  of  $75  for 
foreign  corporations,  the  state  of  Cali- 
fornia is  deprived  of  $20,925  in  the 
case  of  the  Dupont  Powder  Company 
of  Delaware,  which  today  filed  the 
necessary  papers  to  enter  California. 
The  Dupont  Company  is  capitalized  at 


$240,000,000,  and  under  the  old  law 
would  have  had  to  pay  $24,000  as  an 
entrance  fee. 


The  Optimist 

The    Optimist    goes  through  this  life 
with  a  song, 
His  good  cheer  he  never  lets  dim; 
For  he  doesn't  care  much   what   hap- 
pens as  long 
As  it  doesn't  happen  to  him. 


Our  Law   Reports 

How  do  you  like  our  plan  of  arrang- 
ing our  Law  Reports  so  that  no  page  is 
backed  by  legal  matter?  Get  your 
printer  to  cut  you  leaves  of  good 
paper  the  size  of  a  Coast  Review  page 
but  a  little  larger.  Write  across  the 
top  of  the  leaf  the  classification  and 
cut  out  decisions  and  paste  thereon 
with  "library"  or  "photo"  paste;  or 
better,  buy  a  scrap-book.  You  will 
soon  have  a  $10  book. 

By  the  way,  we  are  "up  to"  the 
printed  cases,  and  "short"  of  copy 
now. 


"What  did  the  manager  do  when 
you  threatened  to  resign  if  he  didn't 
raise  your  pay?" 

"He  surprised  me." 

"How?" 

"He  failed  to  show  the  slightest  sign 
of  alarm  at  the  prospect  of  my  leav- 
ing." 

Typhoid  costs  America  yearly  over 
$150, 000, 000.  Pure  water  is  a  good  in- 
vestment. 


STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER    $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 


OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE   UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Erancisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices  :    Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  IN    EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


1863 


riRE 


S2nd  YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized  in  1863 


1915 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under  the   Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 

LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE   SECRETARY 

T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH, 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON.  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building  Boston,  Mass. 


Southeastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 

Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ  HERRMANN,  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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INSURANCE 


PROTECTION 


f^eViev/ 


An     Insurance     Journal     and     Directory 
IN    ITS     FORTY-FOURTH     YEAR 

San   Francisco:     122  Halleck  Street  Telephone  Sutter  1732 

The  Only  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West 


NSURANCE  PUBLISHING  dO,,  Publishers 


Many  Incendiary  Fires 

Married  Woman's  Beneficiary  Rights 

Death  of  H.  R.  Mann 

U.  S.  Seaman  Law  Could  Not  be  Enforced 

State  Insurance  Federations 

Foreign  Companies  in  the  United  States 

Oregon  Marine  Figures 

Life  Policyholder  Entitled  to  an  Accounting 

Ancient  Order  United  Workmen  Troubles 

Agency  Change  in  San  Francisco 

Fresno  High  Loss  Ratio 

Woodmen  of  the  World  in  Trouble 

Confession  of  a  California  Firebug 

Papers  Read  at  the  Insurance  Congress 

California  Safety  Laws 

Red  Sticker  of  the  I.  W.  W. 

Southern  Policies  in  the  Time  of  the  Civil  War 


Circulating  Extensively  in  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


^: 


Price  25  Cents 
$3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan,  China  and 

Australasia 


J 


TKe    Great    Fire    Insvirance    Company    of   tKe    World 
ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,    -     $14,783,618.69 


Established  1836 


Entered  U.  S.    1 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the   1st  of   January,  1915,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows: 

Assets $14,783,618.69 

Liabilities 9,961.463.20 


surplus $  4,822,155.49 

As  an  illustration  of  tlie  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  a  year  of 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  Policyholders; 

Year.  Assets  at  January  1.  Income.  Expenditure. 

1906    (San  Francisco  Fire)  .  .  .    $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12,335,961  

Thus  showing  Excess  OF  Expenditure  of $1,744,116 

And  Increase  of  Assets  in  the  same  time  of ...  101.013 

PROCtRE.SS  op  the  UNITKK  states  BRANCH:    Net  premiums:     1848.  $4,519;  1858,  $471,988; 
1868,  $1,739,620:  1878,  $2,422,126    1888.  $3,928,010;  1898,  $4,979,422;  1908,  $7,427,618;  1914,  $8,667,549. 
LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year' exceeds  $142,000,000.    This  larfre  sum.  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business  , evin- 
ces the  confidence  of  the  public  an'l  rl-.o  faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled. 


Pacific  Department  Established  1852 
In  Company's  Neiv  Biiild/uff 
^44:  California  St.,  San  Fruncisco 

Special    Agents : 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manage 

THOS.  H.  ANDERSON,  Asst,  Man 


';rSH  R.  H.  ROUNTREK 

':';e  f. guerraz  cheater  s. 


HARRISON  HOUSEWORTIT  LOGAN  B.  CHANDLEl 

MYRICK  F.  E.  ATKINS  GEO.  J.  J 
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Conflagration-Proof  Insurance 


Losses  paid  to  date,  -  -  over   $166,000,000 


PACinC  DEPARTMENT 
ggRMAN  J        I   PHOENIX 

American  ■  .'  -  'l     "fRARTFOP'* 

(jERMAN  V  ;/  ppOTECToij 

Alliance-  ^^^^    IJnderwrite^ 


Equitable  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Co. 

Geo.  H  Tyson  General  Aqekt. 

Herbert  Foujcr.  AsstQenlAmiit 
SAN  FRANCISCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -.        over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets   Thirty  -  Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  everj^  City,  town  or  Village 
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Representing 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  Ne-wr  YorK 
You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  "oldest  company  in  America"  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  to  Producing  Afjeiifs,  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice -President 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


LIFE 

Why  did  the  New  York  Life  invest 
in  German  war  bonds  and  not  in  Brit- 
ish and  French  war  bonds? 


Among  the  victims  of  the  recent  Zep. 
raids  on  London  was  David  R.  Smith, 
an  employee  of  the  PearL 


Switzerland  says  foreign  life  com- 
panies must  deposit  "mathematical 
reserves"  and  also   820,000. 


Life  companies  are  resisting  the  Her- 
man Petzer  suicide  claim.  Their  re- 
insurers require  this  legal  test. 


Last  month  the  Prudential  observed 
its  fortieth  anniversary.  It  is  the 
pioneer  American  industrial  company. 


FIRE 

The    Federal    Fire    is    invading  the 
states. 

General    Chemical    Works,   Oct.    3. 
Martinez,  frame  bldg. 


Concord,  Cal.,  Oct.  3.— First  Presby- 
terian church  burned.  Pastor  had 
been  ousted. 


MARINE 

Construction  tonnage  reached  its 
highest  point  in  March,  1913—2.063,- 
944.  .Just  before  the  present  war  it 
fell  to  1,587,467.  .June  30  of  this 
year  it  was  only  1,506,925.  On  Sep- 
tember 30  an  increase  of  30,000  tons 
was  shown. 


The    Coast    Review 


INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Co. 


Cash  Capital, 
Net  Surp/us, 
Total  Assets, 


$400,000  00 

191,636  OO 

1,141,200  00 


E.  T.  NIEBLING,  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary 

HOME  OFFICE 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

JOHN  E.  COSGROVE,  Assistant  Secretary 


Company's  Building.  550-558  Sacramento   St. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 

Speciai  Agsnts  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  H.  DUNKINFIELD,  Seattle.  Washington;   R.  H.  McCURDY,  Portland. 

Oregon;  LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles;   J.  J.  CLAYTON,  San  Francisco, 

B    A.  SIFFORD,  San  Francisco 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  the  rate  of  "  Dollar  for  Dollar." 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 


OF  LIVERPOOL,  ENG. 


New  York  Department 

57   and    59    William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 

Geo.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt.     San  Francisco     W.  B.  Hopkins,  local  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt.,     Los  Angreles,  CaL 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond San  Francisco  David  H.  Parry    ...  .   .Seattle 


W.  W.  Gilmore 
J.  P.  Hague 


.   .   .  Sacramento  N.  Gardner 

.    .  Los  Angeles           N.  W.  Clayton,  Jr.    . 
G.  L.  Goodell Portland 


.    .  Denver 
Salt  Lake  City 
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pacific  Coast 
r^asualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR— AUTOMOBILE— PERSONAL  AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 

SAN    FRANCISCO 


THE 

Standard   Accident 

Insurance  Company 

Of  Detroit,  Mich. 

LEM  W.  BOWEN,  President  J.  S.  HEATON,  Secy. 

Cash  Capital,  $1,000,000 

Gross  Assets,  -  4,930,330 
Claims  Paid,       -      19,565,180 

Writes  Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance, 
Accident  Policies  Provide  for — Unlimited  In- 
demnity, Beneficiary  Benefits.  Accunnila- 
tions.  Optional  Benefits,  Hospital  Indemnity, 
Combination  Features.  .Surgeons'  Fees  Where 
no  Claim  for  Disability  is  Made.  .Special 
Benefits     for     Sunstroke,      Freezing,      Etc. 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  for  Women. 
Contracts  Practically  Without  Conditions. 

CLARENCE  F.  BRIG6S, 

SUPT.  Pacific  Coast  Department. 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho.  Nevada.  Ari- 
zona, Utah,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


Mills  Bldg., 


San  Francisco 


H.   H.   HAIGHT.  District  Agent. 
Contracts  Unexcelled.        Agents  Everywhere. 


FIRE 
Woman   Held  as  Firebug 

Oroville,  Cal. — Following  persistent 
attempts  to  burn  several  barns  near 
Gridley,  iSIrs.  Zeb  Edwards,  wife  of  a 
farmer  of  the  district,  a  Japanese 
named  Yonamnra  and  a  laborer 
named  John  Hill  have  been  lodged 
in  the  countj'  jail  here  on  arson 
charges.  The  evidence  against  the 
woman  is  virtually  complete.  The 
other  two  are  suspected  of  being  ac- 
complices. The  tracks  of  the  woman 
were  seen  leading  to  barns  that  were 
set  on  fire.  She  informed  Sheriff  Rid- 
dle that  she  was  a  "Holy  Roller,"  and 
after  their  meetings  she  sometimes  be- 
came so  wrought  up  that  she  did  not 
know  what  she  was  doing. 
Copper   Mill    Fire 

Spenceville,  October  31.— All  the 
buildings  of  the  Spenceville  Mineral 
Company  here  were  destroyed  by  fire 
last  night.  How  it  originated  has  not 
been  determined,  but  there  are  sus- 
picions that  it  was  of  incendiaiw  ori- 
gin. The  copper  revival  had  affected 
this  district  and  preparations  were 
under  way  to  mine  the  ore  on  a  much 
more  e.xtensive  scale. 

Finger  Prints 

Recently  at  Oroville,  Cal.,  attempts 
were  made  to  burn  the  Melbourne 
lodge ry.  A  coal-oil  bottle  was  found 
near  hx.  Finger  prints  were  noticed 
on  the  bottle.  A  finger-print  expert 
was  called  in.  He  identified  them  as 
those  of  Henry   Brown,  under  arrest. 

Martinez,  Cal.,  Oct.  6.— Stables  of 
Cowell  Cement  Co.  burned.  Loss  SIO,- 
000.  Set  afire  by  I.  W.  W.  witn  black 
powder. 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,   1915,    $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
2  01    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,  Manager 
S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW,  " 

SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell     C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A.  Lathrop 


TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast   Review   for   Special   Offer   to 
new   subscribers. 


Furniture   in    House  Oil-Soaked 

Because  furniture  was  oil-soaked  in 
a  house  at  1251  Twelfth  avenue,  which 
was  partially  destroyed  by  fire  Thurs- 
day night,  an  investigation  was  begun 
by  the  police. 

Neighbors  said  that  a  man  was  seen 
running  from  the  house  shortly  before 
the  flames  were  discovered.  The 
house  had  been  occupied  up  to  about 
six  hours  prior  to  the  blaze  by  Joseph 
Menzel,  who  moved  to  1401  Ervine 
street. 

The  property  was  owned  by  James 
Higgins,  1701  Euclid  avenue,  Berkelej^ 

Forest  fire  near  Cjrass  Valley,  CaL, 
fought  by  100  men.  At  times  flames 
roared  200  feet  high. 


TKe 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRAMCISCO 
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The  Continental  (Fire)  Insurance  Co. 

The  Strongest  American  Company 


Home  Office 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


Western  Office 
332  So.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago 


Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

An  Active  Supporter  of  the  American  Agency  System 

Home  Office  Western  Office 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  137  So.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago 

American  Eagle  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Incorporated  to  meet  the  wishes  of  American  Agents  and 
take  over  the  business  of  the  Fidelity  Underwriters 


HENRY  EVANS,  President 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


^yvaem^^/???i^d^ 


OF    LONDON 


'072/ 


y^/kiUin/Tey  {0(?7??/idm 


OF    LONDON 


Founded  in  1714 


Founded  in  1806 
PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT:     Insurance  Exchange,    San  Francisco 
HARRY    H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW.  M,  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec'y  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:     F.  A.  Stahl,  San  Francisco;    F.  F.  Richards,  Los  Angeles;    W.  J.  Kulp,  Denver;  M.  B.  Boothby,  Portland 
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BUSINESS 

Martinez,  Cal.,  is  now  one  of  the 
few  Coast  towns  that  are  "booming." 
Real  estate  men,  who  always  see 
through  a  grindstone  with  a  hole  in 
it,  are  buying  and  townlotting  the 
suburbs  two  or  three  miles  out.  The 
Portuguese  are  excited  and  holding 
out  for  Market  street  San  Francisco 
prices.  The  Rothschilds  (Shell  Oil 
Co.)  are  putting  up  sixty-five  oil 
tanks  and  many  cottages.  Private 
builders  have  just  erected  some  seventy 
cottages.  The  streets  are  filled  with 
men  expecting  jobs  and  a  tent-wagon 
restaurant  in  the  street,  with  gas 
main  connection,  is  cooking  Ham- 
burger steaks  day  and  night. 


The  government  at  Washington  has 
done  great  damage  to  the  wine  indus- 
try of  California  and  threatens  worse 
things.  But  it  sent  the  head  of  the 
internal  revenue  service  to  this  state 
to  investigate,  and  he  has  returned  to 
make  a  report.  He  was  three  days  in 
two  grape-growing  districts,  where  he 
saw  thousands  of  tons  of  wine  grapes 
unpicked  and  drying  on  the  vines,  be- 
cause of  the  high  emergency  tax  affect- 
ing brandy  and  sweet  wines.  Many 
grape  growers  will  this  year  realize 
nothing  from  their  vineyards. 


September  bank  clearings  in  San 
Francisco  were  $227,318,844,  the  larg- 
est of  any  September.  Postal  receipts 
were  $305,569,  the  largest  of  any  Sep- 
tember. The  population  is  estimated 
at  551,222,  based  on  registration, 
directory  names  and  gas  and  electric 
connections. 


Commercial  Organizations  in  U.  K. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Department  of  Commerce,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  has  been  studying  British  com- 
mercial organizations  and  has  just  pubhshed 
a  booklet  that  is  full  ot  concrete,  pertinent 
facts  on  the  subject.  The  world-encircling 
foreign  commerce  of  the  United  Kingdom 
bulks  large  in  the  consideration  of  every 
phase  of  international  economics;  it  is  a 
factor  to  be  reckoned  with  in  the  most 
famous  marts  and  in  distant  jungle  and 
desert  stations.  Americans  engaged  in  de- 
veloping export  trade  observe  its  manifesta- 
tions in  many  lands,  but  with  the  system  back 
of  this  activity,  the  methods  and  conduct  of 
commercial  affairs  in  the  United  Kingdom 
itself,  the  way  in  which  the  British  govern- 
ment fosters  and  directs  expansion,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  are,  perha^is,  not  so 
familiar. 

The  title  of  this  new  publication  of  the 
Bureau  is  "Commercial  Organizations  in 
the  United  Kingdom"  and  its  author  is 
Archibald  J.  Wolfe,  who  has  investigated 
the  subject  on  the  ground.  In  its  53  pages 
are  included  lists  of  all  British  chambers  of 
commerce  and  a  discussion  of  their  methods 
and  functions,  a  detailed  account  of  the 
State  aid  to  trade,  and  a  description  of 
manufacturers'  and  employers'  organiza- 
tions in  all  the  leading  industries.  This 
pamphlet  is  Special  Agents  Series  No.  102, 
and  five  cents  will  bring  it  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 


Lumber  interests  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
are  still  suffering.  Taxes  and  timber  mort- 
gages have  forced  cutting  and  a  hunt  for 
market  and  there  is  a  large  over-supply  of 
lumber.  This  country  has  put  lumber  on 
the  free  list  but  Canada  has  a  tariff — 7h  per 
cent  on  rough  and  32i  on  finished  lumber. 
The  war  in  Europe  has  raised  ocean  freight- 
age and  lessened  the  demand.  The  federal 
government  is  also  a  timber  seller. 


Of  12  California  cities,  9  report  for  August 
a  decrease  of  bank  clearings  as  compared 
with  those  for  same  month  last  year 
Building  permits  generally  show  a  decline 
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?0<ci>00<ir>00<l3>00<:=r>C0<:i:>0: 


>00<=>00<:=>00'czr>00<cz>0'' 


"  THE    LEADING    FIRE    INSURANCE    COMPANY   OF  AMERICA." 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 

Net  Surplus 

$6,668,448.39 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 


Incorporatecl    1819 


Cash  Assets  Now 

$23,400,526.99 

Losses  Paid 

in 

96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 


All  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  M.  BREEDING,  General  Asent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON,  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents 

Main  Office,    301    California  Street 
SAN    FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND    ADJUSTERS 

J.  A.  MURPHY,  General  Adjuster 

A      H.F.MILLS.  JOHN   P.   BREEDEN,  GEO.  F.  ROBERTS,  FRED  H.  RAOADS,  H.  E.  O'BRIEN,      A 

y  J.   A.  GALLAGHER,  G.  S.   MARINER,  E.   V.   CULVER.  U 

If  This  Company  lias  absolutely  xo  conaection  with  any  other  corporation  IP 

II  bearing  the  name  of  ^Etna.  11 

0<:i:>00<z>0()<^>00<zx)0<^>0  ()<::z>00<=cr>0()<z>oo<zi>oo<zr>o 


HARTrORD  riRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 
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Assets,  January  1.1915,      $26,954,099  46 
Surplus  to  Policyholders.  9.543,103  12 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM    GILLILAND,  Assistant  General   Agent 

430  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  anil  Marine  Department 
441  CALIFORNIA  8T. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E    DEVINE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 


J.  J.  DENNIS,  Portland,  Ore. 

MILTON  E.  SPAULDING.  SanFrancisco.Cal. 

ROBERT  E    DOLLARD,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

W.  S.  DENNIS.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

L.  H.  EARLE,  San  Francisco,   Cal. 


C.  E.  MILLER.  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah 
NEIL  STEWART,  Spokane,  Wash. 
P.  H.  GRIFFITH.  Los  Angeles,   Cal. 
ERNEST  E.  PRICE,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


Pacific  West  Insurance  Review 


Established  1871 


NOVEMBER,  1915 
1  ne  Coast  Re  vie  v^ 

INSURANCE 

Subscription,  $3  a  Year  In  the  45th  Ye'ar  Foreign,  $3.50 

Volume  88  San  Francisco,    California,   U.  S.  A.  Number  eleven 

Entered  at  San  Francisco  Postoffice  as  second-class  mail  matter 


On  page  94  of  our  ad  section 
we  print  a  table  of  Coast  populations. 
You  are  invited  to  send  us  corrections. 
The  estimates  are  based  on  the  1910 
census.  We  want  all  places  of  5,000  or 
more. 

x% 

California  and  Nevada  have 

a  greater  area  than  Belgium,  France  and 

Germany. 

XX 

The  World's  Insurance  Con- 
gress at  San  Francisco  had  among  its 
speakers  a  candidate  for  the  Republican 
nomination  for  president,  in  1916 — United 
States  Senator  L.  Y.  Sherman  of  Illinois, 
who  is  said  to  resemble  Abraham  Lincoln. 

XX 

California  is  a  wet  state,  and 

is  happy,  the  first   rain   of   the   season 

falling  early  in  November. 

XX 

"  AUemanni  "     originally 

meant  "all  men"  and  was   applied  to  a 

mixed  people  bordering  on  Gaul. 

XX 

Nations  and  corporations 
and  societies  "break  up"  but  men  and 
women  and  other  animals  do  not.  They 
"clog  up"  with  age.  This  is  the  inevit- 
able penalty  of  all  forms  of  life.  No 
plan  of  eliminating  all  "the  ashes"  from 
the  living  engine  has  ever  been  devised. 
The  very  nature  of  life  must  first  change. 


At  last,  Uriah  Heep  has  be- 
come a  state  insurance  commissioner. 

XX 

The  Pacific  West  has  four- 
fifths  of  the  hydro-electric  power  of  this 
country.  Some  day  the  manufacturing 
of  the  United  States  will  be  largely  done 
in  this  section  and  the  population  will 
then  be  35  as  against  9  millions  now. 

XX 

Investigate   the   Federation 
movement. 

XX 

Frank  means  "free,"  but  in 

the  penitentiary  is   or  may   be    a   man 

named  Frank. 

XX 

AVe  are  preparing  a  beautiful 

ballad    entitled    "The    Frost   is    on    the 

Tomato  Salad." 

XX 

Now  that  San  Francisco's 
world  fair  is  about  over  we  feel  at  liberty 
to  say,  without  fear  of  being  invidious, 
that  the  Machinery  Hall  could  hold  all 
the  buildings  of  San  Diego's  beautiful 
Pacific  lands  fair.      The  floor  area  of  the 

Hall  is  369,600  sqivare  feet. 

XX 

We  want  copies  of  1900  and 
1901  Coast  Reviews. 

XX 

The  "Black  Horse  Cavalry" 
have  again  appeared  on  the  horizon. 
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Fire    Insurance    In    Supreme    Courts 


SOUTH   CAROLINA 

Scott  V.  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Ins. 
Co.,  86  S.  E.  R.  484.     Oct.  30,  1915 

Questions 

For  Jury 

In  an  action  on  policy  issued  to  a  person 
who  had  some  interest  in  three  different 
houses  within  a  short  distance  of  each  other, 
evidence  held  to  make  a  question  for  the 
jury  as  to  whether  the  house  burned  was  the 
one  covered  by  the  policy. 

Equitable 

Titles 

An  equitable  title,  as  well  as  a  legal  title, 
is  the  subject  of  insurance. 

"Sole 

Ownership" 

Where  a  standard  policy,  framed  to  cover 
either  real  or  personal  property,  provided 
that  it  sliould  be  void  if  the  interest  of  the 
insured  were  other  than  unconditional  and 
sole  ownership,  or  if  the  subject  of  the  in- 
surance were  a  building  on  ground  not 
owned  by  the  insured  in  fee  simple,  the 
second  of  such  grounds  of  forfeiture  plainly 
referring  to  the  tenure  of  land,  the  inference 
was  reasonable  that  the  first  of  such  grounds 
did  not  apply  to  a  dwelling  house  on  a  farm 
built  for  farm  purposes,  as  such  a  house  is 
real  estate  and  the  words  "sole  owner"  do 
not  aptly  describe  a  person's  undivided  fee- 
simple  interest  in,  or  sole  tenure  of,  land 
unless  the  plain  intent  of  the  parties  is  to 
stipulate  about  a  land  title,  while  the  words 
■'sole  ownership"  do  describe  an  exclusive 
holding  of  personal  property. 

Forfeiture 

"Ownership" 

An  owner  of  an  undivided  five-sixths  in- 
terest in  land  on  which  an  insured  building 
was  built  did  not  meet  the  requirements  of 
a  policy  providing  that  it  should  be  void  if 
the  subject  of  insurance  was  a  building  on 
ground  not  owned  by  the  insured  in  fee 
simple,  since  he  was  only  a  part  owner  of 
the  fee-simple  title,  while  "ownership"  im- 
plies soleness. 


Interest 

in  Land 

Where  plaintiff  at  the  time  he  obtained  a 
policy  on  a  building,  providing  that  it  should 
be  void  if  the  building  was  on  land  not 
owned  by  insured  in  fee  simple,  knew  that 
he  owned  only  a  five-sixths  interest  therein, 
the  ground  of  forfeiture  was  not  removed  by 
the  subsequent  allotment  to  him  on  a  parti- 
tion of  the  land  of  the  part  on  which  was 
the  building;  he  having  no  legal  or  equitable 
right  at  the  time  the  policy  was  issued  to 
have  that  part  of  the  land  allotted  to  him. 

Forfeiture 

Waiver 

Where  insured,  at  the  time  a  policy  was 
issued,  was  not  asked  what  interest  he  had 
in  the  insured  building,  and  did  not  tell  the 
agent  that  he  owned  only  a  five-sixths  in- 
terest, but  accepted  a  policy  providing  that 
it  should  be  void  if  the  subject  of  insurance 
was  a  building  on  ground  not  owned  by 
insured  in  fee  simple,  but  whicii  further 
provided  that  if  the  policy  should  become 
void  the  unearned  portion  of  the  premium 
paid  should  be  returned  on  surrender  of  the 
policy,  and  the  company,  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  building  and  after  it  learned 
thereof  and  of  the  defect  in  insured's  title, 
failed  to  return  the  premium,  it  waived  the 
provision  for  a  forfeiture  and  became  liable 
for  the  amount  of  the  policy. 

Re-Hearing 

Tlioiigh  policyholder  failed  to  surrender 
the  policy,  the  failure  of  the  company  to 
return  the  unearned  premium,  demand  a 
surrender  of  the  policy,  and  insist  upon  a 
forfeiture  was  evidence,  properly  submitted 
to  the  jury,  of  an  intention  not  to  stand 
upon  the  words  of  the  contract. — 86  S.  E.  R. 
484. 


Reformation 

of  Policy 

Where  fire  policy  does  not  represent  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  because  of  the  fault 
or  negligence  of  the  insurance  agent,  it  will 


Insurance  in  Court 
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be  reformed,  so  as  to  express  the  contract. 
Phenix  Ins.  Co.  v.  Ceaphus,  151  P.  568. 

Sole 

Ownership 

Mixing  of  lumber  illegally  cut  with  lumber 
owned  by  the  insured,  valued  at  more  than 
the  amount  of  the  policy,  in  the  absence  of 
fraud  or  knowledge,  held  not  to  avoid  the 
policy  for  failure  of  insured's  sole  and  uncon- 
ditional ownership  of  the  property. — First 
Nat.  Bank  v.  ^Etna  Ins.  Co.,  153  N.  W.  1063. 

Husband's 

Interest 

A  husband  had  an  insurable  interest  in 
the  homestead,  though  the  title  was  in  the 
wife's  name. 

Policy,  issued  to  husband  liaving  only 
homestead  interest,  held  valid,  notwith- 
standing condition  requiring  insured  to  be 
the  unconditional  and  sole  owner,  in  view 
of  agent's  knowledge. 
Foreclosure 

Proceedings 

Under  provision  of  policy,  commencement 
of  proceedings  to  foreclose  mortgage,  to  the 
giving  of  which  the  company  consented,  held 
not  to  defeat  the  policy. — Funk  v.  Anchor 
Fire  Ins.  Co.,  153  N.  W.  1048. 

Title  Regained 

Before  Loss 

A  clause  of  policy  on  a  stock  of  goods, 
providing  for  avoidance  of  the  policy  in  case 
of  change  of  ownership,  does  not  apply 
where  title  is  regained  before  loss  by  fire. 

Where  an  insured  stock  of  goods  was  sold 
to  the  execution  creditor,  and  thereafter, 
prior  to  the  fire,  repurchased  by  the  execu- 
tion defendant  without  having  been  re- 
moved from  the  store,  held,  that  the  policy 
was  not  avoided  by  the  sheriff's  sale. 
Where  Loss 

Was  Total 

Proof  of  loss  held  to  sufficiently  comply 
with  a  requirement  of  the  policy,  though  it 
did  not  contain  any  inventory  of  the  dam- 
aged and  undamaged  property,  where  the 
loss  was  total. — Weisberger  v.  Western  Re- 


serve Ins.  Co.  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  95  A.  402. 

Assignment — 
Novation 
The  assignment  of  a  policy,  accepted  by 
insurer,  operates  by  way  of  novation  to  dis- 
charge the  obligations  incident  to  the 
original  parties,  and  by  operation  of  law 
becomes  a  new  contract  between  the  insurer 
and  the  assignee. 

Made 
Void 

The  transfer  of  the  title  to  property  cov- 
ered by  policy,  without  insurer's  assent  in 
writing  or  in  print,  rendered  the  policy  void 
as  to  all  persons  except  the  mortgagee. 

Where  name  of  the  transferee  of  prop- 
erty covered  by  a  policy  of  fire  insurance 
was  not  disclosed  to  insurer,  there  was  no 
waiver  of  the  requirement  of  the  insurer's 
written  assent  to  a  transfer. 

A  policy  of  fire  insurance  is  not  incident 
to  the  estate  and  does  not  run  with  the 
land. 

Proofs 

of  Loss 

An  unexplained  and  unexcused  delay  of 
three  inonths  in  furnishing  a.  sworn  state- 
ment of  loss  would  prevent  recovery  in  an 
action  on  a  policy  of  fire  insurance. 

Mortgagor 

and  Mortgagee 

A  policy  payable  upon  loss  to  the  mort- 
gagee as  his  interests  might  ajipear  consti- 
tuted a  contract  with  the  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,  upon  which  each  could  main- 
tain an  action  in  his  own  name  to  recover 
to  the  extent  of  his  interest.  —  Swaine  v. 
Teutonia  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  109  N.  E.  825.  N. 
E.  Rep.,  Nov.  2,  1915. 

On  Nov.  12  fire  started  in  the  Crown  Ore 
Mills  property,  639  Brannan  street,  San 
Francisco,  and  extended.  Three  alarms 
were  turned  in. 


There  was  a  great  deal  of  defective  wiring 
under  the  Schmitz  administration.  Two 
recent  fires  were  caused  by  defective  wiring. 
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MISCELLANEOUS    MATTERS 

— Life  Items 

The  International  Life  is  about  to  swallow 
another  corpse.  This  time  the  Empire  Life 
of  Georgia,  including  the  home  office  build- 
ing and  mortgages.  The  Missouri  company 
was  organized  for  this  purpose,  seemingly. 
It  is  now  composed  of  several  companies 
apparently  rescued  from  bankruptcy.  We 
are  wondering,  What  company  w-ill  reinsure 
the  International  Life? 

The  Pacific  Mutual' s  1916  scale  of  divi- 
dends will  be  the  same  as  this  year's. 

The  Connecticut  Mutual  Life,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  soon  add  a  disability  clause  to 
its  admirable  policies. 

Why  shouldn't  an  insurance  broker  write 
life  insurance  too?  Why  shouldn't  any 
company  accept  it? 

No  steps  are  being  taken  to  mutualize  the 
Equitable  Life.  Its  $100,000  capital  is 
valued  at  18,000,000. 

— Fire  Items 

More  sanitary  and  fireproof  buildings  is 
now  the  object  of  the  United  States  depart- 
ment of  agriculture.  The  fire  companies 
are  being  asked  for  data,  as  to  farm  fires 
and  fire  prevention. 

The  Safeguard  Fire  has  entered  the  office 
of  Manager  Sam  Stoy. 

There  is  an  intimation  of  important 
changes  in  San  Francisco  about  the  first  of 
the  year. 

Edward  Milligan,  president  of  the  Phoenix 
and  the  Connecticut  Fire,  of  Hartford,  is  in 
town. 

General  Agent  Hewitt  of  the  Hartford 
Fire  is  visiting  the  home  office. 

Manager  Fabj  of  the  Liverpool  &  London 
&  Globe  has  returned  from  the  East. 

The  Atlas  will  write  automobile  business. 

The  Milwaukee  Mechanics  will  soon  write 
automobile  insurance. 

Manager  Geo.  O.  Hoadly  has  returned 
from  the  East. 

The  public  adjuster  of  losses  also  needs 
attention.— Ins.  Supt.  W.  N.  Bridges,  Ari- 
zona. 


— Local  Agents 

who  are  ambitious  and  brainy  have  good 
and  frequent  use  for  "Fire  Insurance"  by 
William  Sexton.  The  price,  according  to 
l)inding,  ranges  from  $1.50  to  $2.  Pub- 
lished by  the  Coast  Review,  San  Francisco. 
Send  for  Index. 

—•'Play  Ball" 

"Duffy"  Lewis,  who  made  the  "Red  Sox" 
famous  in  the  world's  series  and  took  such 
a  large  part  in  landing  the  National  Pen- 
nant, began  his  career  as  an  office  boy  in 
the  London  &  Lancashire  office  in  San 
Francisco.  This  is  what  it  means  to  have  a 
good  start,  and  the  way  he  has  "hit  the 
ball"  the  past  season  should  be  a  lesson  to 
us  in  making  use  of  opportunities.  If  we 
can  not  make  a  "home  run"  every  month 
in  the  way  of  new  premiums,  let  us  at  least 
knock  out  a  few  base  hits.  A  two  or  three 
three-bagger  once  in  awhile  will  help  a  lot 
in  figuring  up  the  "batting  average"  at  the 
end  of  the  year. —  The  Trident. 

— Don't  Tell  Him 

An  enterprising  Sacramento  firm  advertises 
free  insurance  to  all  who  purchase  their 
crockery.  The  customers  bring  their  insur- 
ance .  cards  and  the  broken  parts  to  the 
store.  Don't  tell  the  California  insurance 
commissioner! 

— Claims  Unpaid 

Labor  unions  have  taken  up  the  matter  of 
accident  claims  in  California  unpaid  by  the 
Commonwealth  Casualty,  since  September 
11. 

— California  Safety  Laws 

On  New  Year's  Day  safety  orders,  designed 
to  protect  workmen  in  practically  all  lines 
of  industry  from  injury,  and  an  extensive 
set  of  mine  safety  rules,  both  of  which  have 
been  compiled  by  joint  committees  of  em- 
ployers and  employees,  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  safety  department  of  the  State 
Industrial  Accident  Commission,  will  become 
effective. 

— Items 

Gray's  Harbor,  Wash.,  now  claims  50,000 
population. 

Our  December  issue  will  contain  some 
marine  figures. 
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INSURANCE    OF   ALL   KINDS 


Publisher's  Notice 

Should  your  October  or  other  month's 
Coast  Review  not  have  been  received,  drop 
a  postcard  to  us  and  tlieundehvered  number 
will  be  sent  at  once. 

If  you  bind  the  C.  R.,  send  at  once  for 
missing  numbers. 

Bound  Coast  Reviews  for  some  years  past 
are  offered  at  very  low  rates.  Now  is  the 
time  to  make  a  library  of  insurance  litera- 
ture covering  the  Coast  and  the  world. 


Married    Woman    Must    Give   Consent    if 
Beneficiary 

Madison,  Wis.,  Nov.  17. — When  once  a 
married  woman  is  made  beneficiary  by  a 
life  insurance  policy,  this  cannot  be  changed 
without  her  consent,  regardless  of  a  clause 
in  the  policy  permitting  one  to  change  the 
beneficiary  at  any  time,  according  to  a  de- 
cision of  the  Wisconsin  supreme  court  today. 
The  opinion  was  written  by  Justice  Vinje. 


Why? 

Why  couldn't  the  local  agents  of  the 
National  Association  afford  to  come  to  San 
Francisco? 

Why  do  insurance  companies  insure 
known  and  registered  incendiaries? 

Wiiy  has  it  never  occurred  to  the  legis- 
lator to  law  against  the  property -owner 
overinsuring  his  house  or  store? 


Churches  Are  Being  Fired   by    Incen- 
diaries 

A  "pronunciamento"'  in  Illinois,  issued 
or  threatened  by  moie  or  less  irresponsible 
persons,  expresses,  we  believe,  a  well  de- 
fined resolution  to  fire  and  dynamite 
churches  and  property  of  men  very  active 
in  the  anti-spirits-beer-wine  campaign  in 
that  state.  We  are  of  this  opinion  because, 
for  the  same  reason,  a  number  of  churches 
have  been  burned  in  California,  after  the 
quarrels  and  denunciations  of  a  similar 
"  state  -  wide  "  campaign  in  California. 
Churches,  parsonages  and  saloons  were 
fired.     Very  little  has  been  said  about  these 


lawless  acts,  though  they  have  increased  the 
underwriters'  losses  and  are  indications  of 
similar  losses  in  the  near  future.  Illinois, 
of  course,  will  cost  the  underwriters  much 
greater  sums  the  menaced  properties  and 
the  fierce  antagonisms  being  much  greater. 
Poor  human  nature  seems  to  require  war  in 
some  form,  and  being  denied  this  sport  in 
the  trenches  it  creates  it  at  the  polls  or  in 
neighborhood  broils. 


New  Pension  Policies. —  Another  new  pros- 
pectus emanates  from  the  Law  Union  & 
Rock  and  presents  revised  tables  for  imme- 
diate annuities,  deferred  annuities,  and  also 
fixed  term  assurances,  the  revision,  of 
course,  being  considerably  in  favor  of  the 
purchaser.  The  pension  policies  ought  to 
prove  very  attractive  on  the  improved  terms 
submitted — e.  g.,  to  obtain  a  pension  of  £10 
per  annum,  commencing  six  months  after 
attainment  of  age  60,  a  man  of  20  last  birth- 
day has  to  pay  only  £1  9s.  Id.  per  annum, 
at  age  30  £2  6s.  5d.,  and  at  age  39  £3  17s. 
lOd. ;  whereas  the  old  rates  were  respect- 
ively £1  12s.  9d.  (  at  21  next  birthda  y) ,  £2 
10s.  8d.  (31  next  birthday),  and  £4  2s.  Id. 
at  40  next  birthday.  — Policyholder,  Man- 
chester. 


The  United  States  F.  &  G.  appears  to 
be  "moukeying"  with  workmen's  collective. 
With  rapidly  increasing  premiums  from  this 
source  its  loss  ratios  in  1913  and  1914  were 
61  and  58  percent.  The  reserve  for  unpaid 
liability  claims  increased  from  $367,061  to 
$530,695.  Compensation  liability  increased 
from  $177,621  to  $813,584.  This  leaves  the 
actual  loss  ratio  uncertain  but  probably  60. 
Other  branches  seem  profitable. 


Two  serious  motor-tire  explosions,  occur- 
ring recently,  were  caused  by  pumping  too 
much  air  into  the  tires.  Both  pumpers 
were  badly  hurt.     One  has  since  died. 


For  the  new  jitney  liability  mutual  I  ven- 
ture to  suggest  the  name  "The  Jitney  Jay 
Joy  Riders  Mutual  Liability  Society." 
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Accident  and  Liability  Insvirance  in  HigH  Covirts 


IOWA 

Keen   v.  Continental  Casualty  Co.,    154  N. 
W.  R.  409.     Nov.  5,  1915 

Hernia— 

1-4  Recovery 

Where  policy  specifically  provided  that, 
if  an  injury  resulted  in  hernia,  the  recovery 
should  be  but  one-quarter  of  the  amount 
otherwise  payable,  notwithstanding  other 
provisions  of  the  policy,  and  it  was  the 
beneficiaries  contention  that  the  insured's 
death  resulted  from  hernia  caused  by  an 
accident,  the  court's  action  in  Hunting  re- 
covery to  one-quarter  of  the  face  of  the 
policy  was  proper. 

Evidence  shows  that  deceased  was  not 
suffering  from  hernia  and  that  disease  or 
bodily  infirmity  was  not  a  cause  of  the 
death. 


L  i  f  e     I  n  s  VI 


ranee 


I 


n 


False 


Statement 

To  avoid  a  policy  for  misrepresentation 
the  false  statement  must  have  been  made 
willfully  and  with  the  intent  to  deceive,  and 
relied  upon  by  the  insurer;  and  a  misrepre- 
sentation made  innocently  and  in  the  belief 
of  its  truth  will  not  avoid  the  policy. — 
American  Nat.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Anderson,  179 
S.  W.  66. 

Misstatement  as  to  insured's  health  made 
in  his  application  held  not  excused  by  his 
ignorance. — Id. 

Absence 

Eight  Years 

The  complaint,  based  on  the  theory  of  the 
presumption  of  the  death  from  absence, 
held  good  as  against  a  general  demurrer, 
although  not  specifically  averring  insured's 
death. 


Charges 

to  Jury 

The  jury  found  for  the  widow  plaintiff  in 
the  sum  of  $1,817.15.  Held,  that  the  charges 
were  as  favorable  to  defendant  company  as 
it  could  ask. 

Two 

Appeals 

Both  plaintiff  and  defendant  appealed. 
Deceased  had  attempted  to  turn  over  a 
boat  to  remove  the  water  in  it;  he  slipped, 
and  felt  something  break  loose  inside  of  his 
bowels.  The  jury,  said  the  court,  could 
have  found  that  deceased  was  not  suffering 
from  hernia  prior  to  the  accident.  But  the 
court  affirmed  the  judgment  and  rulings  of 
the  trial  court  on  both  appeals. — 154  N.  W. 
109. 

Sxipreme    Covirts 

The  court  could  invoke  the  presumption 
of  death  of  insured  on  a  demurrer  to  com- 
plain for  insufficient  facts,  where  complaint 
averred  the  facts  concerning  disappearance 
and  absence. 

In  an  action  on  presumed  death  from 
absence,  defendant  held  entitled  to  the 
charge  in  some  form  that  the  presumption 
would  not  attach  if  the  absence  could  be 
accounted  for  on  a  ground  other  than  death. 
New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hoick,  151  P. 
916,  Nov.  1,  1915. 

Assignment 
Void 
An  assignment  to  a  brother-in-law,  at  his 
instance,  for  §2,500,  of  a  life  policy  for 
$5,000,  a  few  days  before  death  of  insured, 
and  when  he  was  in  extremis,  held  void,  as 
an  unconscionable  contract,  for  construc- 
tive fraud  in  procuring  it.  — Prudential  Life 
Ins.  Co.  of  America  v.  La  Chance,  95  A  223. 


A-Vitomobile     Insvirance     in     Covirt 


Curbing  Is 

Part  of  Roadbed 


within  the  meaning  of  an  automobile  policy, 
and  no  recovery  can  be  had  for  a  collision 
The  curbing  is  a  portion  of  the  roadbed,       therewitli. — 86  S.  E.  335. 


Insurance   in  Court 
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Immediate 

Notice 

Under  a  policy  of  burglary  insurance,  re- 
quiring notice  of  loss  to  be  given,  the  in- 
surer immediately,  in  determining  whether 
there  was  a  compliance,  the  word  "immedi- 
ately" must  be  liberally  construed.—  Orlan- 
do V.  Great  Eastern  Casualty  Co.,  155  N.  Y. 
S.  20. 

Testimony 

Testimony  of  plaintiflF's  wife  as  to  whether 
she  had  previously  had  any  official  business 
with  a  detective  who  called,  held  erroneously 
excluded. — Id. 


Interest  in 

Gov't  Stamps 

A  postmaster  held  to  have  such  an  inter- 
est in  government  stamps,  for  which  he  was 
required  to  account,  that  he  could  recover 
on  a  burglary  policy  for  their  loss. 

A  representation  in  a  burglary  policy  that 
the  insured  had  never  suffered  a  loss  through 
burglary  held  not  false,  though  a  money 
order  book  had  been  previously  lost  or 
stolen.  —  General  Accident,  Fire  &  Life 
Assur.  Corporation  v.  Stratton,  178  S.  W. 
1060. 


Responsibility  of  Real  Estate  Agent 

An  agent  sued  for  fraudulent  misrepresen- 
tations in  effecting  a  sale  cannot  defend  on 
the  ground  that  he  received  no  personal 
benefit,  and  has  paid  over  the  entire  pur- 
chase price  to  his  principal. — 154  N.  W.  59. 


Brokers 

It  could  not  be  held,  as  matter  of  law, 
that  a  broker,  in  procuring  business  for  an 
attorney  in  consideration  of  half  the  fees, 
could  not  be  held  by  client  for  the  attorney's 
breach  of  trust. — Lehtimen  v  Holpa,  151 
P.  829. 


California  Bank  Clearings  in  October 

1915  1914 

San  Francisco $252,268,089  $222,596,565 

Los  Angeles 88.046.707  94.393,660 

Oakland 15,713,299  15  269,367 

Sacramento 10.220,428  9,696,289 

San  Diego 8,.560,646  7,021,388 

Fresno 6.139,991  6,518,350 

Stockton 4.734,302  4.335.766 

San  Jose 3.743,203  4,038,943 

Pasadena 3,465,580  3,168,996 

Bakersfield 1,642,577  2,004,624 

Santa  Rosa 1,134.640  1,108,418 

Long  Beacli  . 2.1S1,404  2,191,149 


Farm  Mortgage  Values 

Proposed  rural  credit  measures  have 
aroused  executives  of  life  companies,  and 
they  will  discuss  farm  mortgages  at  the 
A.  L.  I.  P.  meeting  in  December.  Rural 
credits  by  the  state  and  federal  govern- 
ments, or  by  either,  wi)l  have  some  effect 
on  farm  loans  by  life  insurance  companies, 
both  in  amount  and  security. 

Very  few  such  farm  loans  are  made  in  the 
Pacific  Wes.t 


Assessed  values  in  California  this  year  by 
counties  give  Los  Angeles  county  the  lead 
with  $862,142,180;  San  Francisco  (  a  city 
only)  is  second  with  8656,677,. 332;  Alameda 
is  third,  with  §262,482,711.  Fresno  and 
Sacramento  are  racing  for  §100,000,000. 
Acres  assessed  number  46,412,143  or  72,519 
square  miles.  This  is  not  half  the  super- 
ficial area  of  the  state. 


If  you  think  it  is  easy  to  find  wit,  get  a 
scrap-book  and  in  the  papers  look  for  things 
that  are  bright  and  cheery  light.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  we  very  much  fear  your 
book  will  be  lean  and  lank  with  nearly  all 
the  pages  blank. 


The  Spokane  &  Inland  Empire  R.  R. 
reports  a  year's  deficit  of  $287,794,  an  in- 
crease over  last  year.  Revenue  decreased 
$161,143.  Lumber  slump  and  auto -bus 
competition  are  blamed. 


An  automobile  was  recently  wrecked  by  a 
goat — which  escaped  unhurt,  of  course.  The 
goat's  long  chain  became  entangled  in  the 
wheels  and  the  machine  ran  over  an  em- 
bankment. 
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Executive    Committee    of    the     Board   of 
Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  the  following 
six  representatives  of  companies  were  elected 
members  of  the  executive  committee  to 
succeed  the  retiring  six:  W.  W.  Potter,  J. 
C.  Johnston,  '  H.  W.  Fores,  M.  C.  Kelly, 
Geo.  AV.  Dornin,  E.  G.  Halle  (of  Chicago) . 

The  hold-over  seven  members  are:  R.  W. 
Osborn  and  R.  P.  Fabj,  both  ex-oflScio;  A. 
T.  Bailey,  Geo.  O.  Hoadley,  Clinton  Folger 
(chairman  ),  Edwin  Parrish,  E.  G.  Snow 
(New  York). 

Douglas  Building  Fire  in  Los  Angeles 

The  Douglas  bldg  at  Third  and  Spring 
street,  Los  Angeles,  was  badly  damaged  by 
fire,  early  in  the  morning  of  November  4. 
Losses  included  the  building,  Desmonds', 
Baker  Shoe  Co.,  Cornell  Power  Co.,  tenants 
and  adjacent  buildings.  Fire  started  in  the 
engine-room,  presumably  from  oil  which 
leaked  in  from  an  auto-tank  truck  which 
unloaded  there  a  little  before.  The  loss  is 
estimated  at  a  quarter-million. 

It  was  four  hours  before  the  fire  depart- 
ment got  the  fire  under  control.  The  fire 
started  where  it  did  in  1906. 

This  was  a  reconstructed  building  and 
possibly  weakened  as  a  fire  risk.  The 
principal  tenant  was  Desmond's,  who  were 
just  opening  a  new  store  three  blocks  away. 
In  the  basement  much  of  the  old  stock  was 
crated,  ready  for  transferring.  The  sixty- 
odd  tenants  lose  all  the  way  from  §-50  to 
3)70,000. 

August  and  September  Embezzlements 

Press  notices  and  dispatches,  as  collated 
by  the  fidelity  and  bonding  department  of 
the  Fidelity  and  Casualty  of  New  York, 
indicate  the  following  defalcations  for  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  1915; 

August  September 

Banks  and  trust  companies  .  $    SS.500  $   224417 

Benefit  associations 63,490  750 

Public  service 36,070  16,2.i0 

General  business 51,734  77,272 

Insurance  companies  ....        18,^00  36,123 

Transportation  companies     .       22.775  8.800 

Court  and  trust  companies .  4S  1,500 

Miscellaneous 1,975  29,S86 

Totals $  2S3,392  $    394,698 


Sudden  Death  of  Henry  Rice  Mann 

Harry  Mann,  manager  of  the  Pacific 
department  of  the  New  Y^'ork  Underwriters 
Agency  for  many  years,  died  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Noveml^er  9,  following  an  operation 
for  appendicitis. 


Death  of  Mrs.  Fabj 

In  San  Francisco,  November  9,  Kate 
Duenkel,  wife  of  Robert  P.  Fabj,  a  native 
of  Yreka,  Cal.     Interment  at  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Manager  Fabj  (of  the  Liverpool  &  London 
&  Globe)  has  the  sincere  sympathy  of  his 
many  friends. 


The    U.    S.    Seaman   Law   Could    Not    Be 
Enforced 

Some  of  the  clauses  of  the  new  seaman's 
law  could  not  possibly  be  complied  with, 
and  the  government  therefore  suspended  its 
operations.  The  general  and  medical 
examinations  were  of  the  strictest  kind, 
covering  speech  and  sight.  In  San  Fran- 
cisco port  only  ten  percent  and  on  the  Great 
Lakes  only  five  percent  of  the  sailormen 
passed  the  examinations.  The  enforcement 
of  this  labor-union  law  at  the  time  it  wag 
to  go  into  effect  would  have  paralyzed  the 
shipping  industry  of  the  country.  Already 
many  ships'  men  have  been  discharged 
because  of  the  new  law. 


Portland  Arsonists  Sentenced 

Sanford  W.  Currier,  Mordie  Keeney  (ex- 
firemau),  Mont  Akeyson  and  Geo.  L.  Wool- 
iette  were  on  Nov.  9  sentenced  to  the  peni- 
tentiary. These  make  a  total  of  six  incen- 
diaries convicted  and  sentenced. 


Set  7  Fires 

Mrs.  Quails  of  Fresno  is  accnsed  of  setting 
seven  fires.  November  7,  at  night,  her  over- 
insured  furniture  caused  a  friction  wliich 
ignited  the  rented  bouse.  The  firemen 
found  that  seven  fires  had  been  set. 


From  the  East  comes  good  reports  of  im- 
provement in  general  business  conditions, 
due  in  part  to  the  half-billion  loan  and 
money  poured  in  for  war  supplies. 


In  Its  Forty-fifth  Year 
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STATE  INSURANCE  FEDERATIONS 


Address  of  W.  S.  Diggs,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

Chairman  of  the  National  Council  of 

Insurance  Federation  Executives 

(Read  at  the  5th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Casualty  and  Surety 
Underwriters) 

We  have  met  here  today  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  two  national  organizations, 
one  including  in  its  membership  the  home 
office  officials  and  the  other  the  agents  and 
other  representatives.  There  is  special 
significance  and  promise  in  the  character 
of  such  a  gathering  in  the  interest  of  an 
organization  that  has  become  a  growing 
force. 

I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  Insurance  Fed- 
eration idea,  a  movement  which  grew  out 
of  extraordinary  conditions  and  which  now 
stands  unique  in  its  accomplishments — a 
real  influence  among  insurance  men.  The 
joint  meeting  today  is  a  recognition  of 
the  need  and  value  of  this  movement. 

Nearly  2,000,000  Insurance  Workers 

There  are  approximately  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  licensed  insurance  rep- 
resentatives in  the  United  States,  not  in- 
cluding home  office  officials  and  employees. 
Of  thosCj  there  are  one  and  one-half  mil- 
lion more  who  derive  their  sole  livelihood 
from  the  insurance  profession.  Nearly  two 
biKions  of  dollars  are  paid  annually  for 
all  kinds  of  insurance  protection.  These 
vast  interests  are  confronted  with  a  grow- 
ing danger  which  they  are  inadequately 
prepared  to  meet. 

History  of  Federation 

To  my  mind,  the  history  alone  of  the 
"Federation"  is  reason  enough  for  its 
recognition  and  support  by  every  class 
and  element  of  insurance.  Two  years  ago 
we  were  compelled  to  theorize;  today  we 
can  cite  concrete  results  and  plenty  of 
them  in  proof  of  the  thorough  practica- 
bility of  the  idea.  In  Ohio,  although  the 
Federation  came  too  late  to  save  the  cas- 
ualty line,  the  mere  existence  of  the  move- 
ment effectually  checked  a  deep-laid 
scheme  for  making  serious  inroads  upon 
every  other  class  of  insurance. 


Following  Ohio,  the  movement  next  ex- 
tended into  Missouri;  and  the  co-operation 
of  the  Missouri  Federation  with  the  or- 
ganization in  Ohio  and  elsewhere  brought 
about  a  report  so  sound  and  unanswerable 
on  the  Ohio  "State  Fund"  as  to  have  a 
far-reaching  effect  against  the  state  insur- 
ance sentiment  elsewhere.  This  came  from 
a  commission,  some  of  the  members  of 
which  had  previously  declared  for  state 
insurance  somewhat  after  the  Washington 
and  Ohio  plans.  Pennsylvania  then  fol- 
lowed, and  many  mouths  of  intelligent, 
well-directed  effort  has  resulted  in  the 
passage  of  a  workmen's  compensation  law, 
competitive  in  its  terms.  The  Minnesota 
Federation  has  found  much  to  do  that 
could  not  be  accomplished  through  other 
organizations,  and  a  pamphlet  published 
by  it  in  opposition  to  a  suddenly  dis- 
covered state  insurance  sentiment,  un- 
doubtedly aided  in  the  retention  of  the 
present  excellent  compensation  law  of  that 
state.  In  Iowa,  a  Federation  was  formed, 
and  like  Michigan,  built  up  its  member- 
ship from  every  class  of  insurance,  in- 
cluding the  fraternals  and  mutuals.  The 
work  they  did  in  defeating  the  effort  of 
the  industrial  commissioner  of  that  state 
to  change  the  present  workmen's  compen- 
sation law  into  a  state  insurance  fund  was 
a  notable  victory.  The  passing  of  the 
"Anti-discrimination  Law,"  of  special  im- 
portance to  fire  insurance,  brotight  about 
through  the  effort  of  the  Iowa  Federation, 
had  been  attempted  over  and  over  again 
by  individual  organizations;  bttt  without 
success.  The  Indiana  Federation  is  a  fine 
example  of  what  general  organization  will 
do.  One  of  the  many  things  to  its  credit 
is  a  most  excellent  workmen's  compensa- 
tion law  which  entirely  excludes  state  in- 
surance. The  Michigan  Federation,  though 
the  youngest  but  one,  has  a  record  of  ac- 
complishments and  a  vision  for  the  future 
that  will  challenge  the  very  best  in  other 
states.  The  Kentucky  legislature  will 
soon  be  considering  insurance  legislation 
again,  and  the  newly-organized  Federation 
is  already  laying  a  foundation  for  effective 
work.  Many  of  the  states  have  a  further 
record   of  achievements  worthy  of  special 
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mention,  if  time  would  permit,  and  several 
other  states  are  in  line  for  organization. 

Working  Hard  Against  Hostile  Legislation 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that 
in  Illinois  during  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature  a  well-organized  campaign  was 
ably  carried  forward  by  the  insurance  com- 
missioner of  that  state,  supported  by  the 
administration,  to  secure  legislation  which 
would  have  been  most  damaging  to  fire 
insurance  interests.  The  Illinois  Federa- 
tion was  unsparing  in  its  time  and  effort 
to  defeat  this  legislation.  The  personal 
influence  of  a  large  and  diversified  mem- 
bership was  most  telling.  Through  a  paid 
secretary  it  carried  on  a  campaign  of  pub- 
licity and  education  which  had  a  most 
wholesome  and  salient  influence.  New 
York  has  also  performed  yeoman  service 
in  a  legislative  way.  Its  officers  and  grow- 
ing membership  are  well  divided  among 
the  various  lines  of  insurance  and  it  is 
truly  a  Federation  of  all  interests. 

A  movement  which  can  point  to  such  a 
record  of  actual  accomplishments  within 
two  years  of  its  birth  must  have  been 
founded  on  a  vital  need.  What  was,  and 
is  this  need?  What  is  it  that  distinguishes 
the  work  of  the  Federation  from  other 
organizations  of  insurance  men?  In  what 
respect  is  its  service  a  unique  one?  Why 
should  it  receive  the  whole-hearted  sup- 
port of  every  agent  and  every  company 
in  every  branch  of  this  great  business? 
In  answering  the  second  of  these  questions 
I  shall  answer  them  all.  The  Federation 
differentiates  from  the  other  organizations 
in  that  it  does  not  attempt  to  solve  any 
of  the  internal  or  administrative  problems 
of  the  business.  That  field  properly  be- 
longs to  those  nationjil  and  state  associa- 
tions which  are  already  so  ably  represent- 
ing the  special  interests  of  life,  fire,  cas- 
ualty, surety,  etc.  The  Federation,  on  the 
other  hand,  undertakes  to  <leal  more  par- 
ticularly with  problems  growing  out  of 
the  relationship  existing  between  the  in- 
surance business  as  a  whole  and  the  great 
public  whose  need  it  serves. 

How  little  the  insuring  public  really 
knows  of  the  facts  underlying  insurance! 


We  must  go  to  the  people  with  our  cause, 
take  them  into  our  confidence  and  invite 
the  closest  scrutiny.  It  is  with  them  that 
our  future  is  lodged.  We  must  think 
deeply,  act  wisely  and  courageously,  that 
our  conclusions  may  stand  the  acid  test, 
and  build  a  solid  background  of  sound 
public  opinion.  We,  ourselves,  must  have 
a  correct  understanding  of  our  own  prob- 
lems, an  intelligent  conception  of  present 
social  and  industrial  conditions,  and  a 
safe  and  fearless  medium,  such  as  the  Fed- 
eration, for  the  enlightenment  and  guid- 
ance of  ourselves  and  the  public.  It  would 
give  our  business  recognition  as  being  not 
only  legitimate,  but  a  great  public  neces- 
sity. 

The  Federation's  aim  is  to  bring  about 
a  better  understanding  not  only  between 
the  buyers  and  sellers  of  insurance,  but 
also  between  the  underwriting  profession 
and  those  who  in  public  positions  can  so 
easily  promote  or  hamper  the  work  of  that 
profession.  Its  essential  function  is  pub- 
licity and  education — education  of  the  pub- 
lic, the  lawmakers,  administrative  state 
officers  and  even  the  companies  themselves 
and  their  agents.  Most  of  our  difficulties 
spring  from  ignorance — either  ignorance 
of  the  nature  of  our  problems  on  the  part 
of  the  public  or  our  own  ignorance  of  the 
public's  needs  and  desires.  It  is  the  mis- 
sion of  the  Federation  to  turn  on  the  light 
of  <lay,  to  illumine  the  dark  places,  to  clear 
away  the  fog  of  misapprehension  and  to 
point  the  way,  whenever  in  any  respect 
there  may  be  a  better  way.  As  an  organi- 
zation representing  the  insurance  business 
in  its  entirety,  the  Federation  can  speak 
with  wider  authority  and  with  far  less 
appearance  of  selfish  motives  than  can  in- 
dividual organizations.  The  Federation 
should  confine  itself  to  those  fundamental 
questions  of  the  business  which  are  of 
wide  public  importance.  By  standing 
firmly  for  the  right,  by  going  after  motes 
and  beams  with  equal  impartiality,  it  will 
eventually  command  a  respectful  hearing 
in  every  legislature  hall,  in  every  adminis- 
trative office  and  in  the  great  forum  of 
]>ublic  opinion  where  all  final  verdicts  are 
rendered. 
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HENRY    R.   MANN 

Born  in  1842  in  Marshall,  Michigan.     Died  in  San  Francisco  in  1915 


Tlie  work  of  a  long  life  is  finished,  and  the  worker  is  at  rest.  For  lialf  a  centnry 
Harry  K.  Mann  was  identified  with  insurance  on  this  Coast,  and  nearly  all  this  time  his 
name  has  been  prominent  among  the  representatives  of  insurance  companies.  Our  older 
readers  will  recall  such  firm  names  as  Hutchinson,  Mann  &  Smith,  Hutchinson  &  Mann, 
and  in  recent  years  Mann  &  Wilson  and  H.  R.  .Mann  &  Co.  Among  the  companies  repre- 
sented were  the  Lancashire,  Fire  Association  of  London,  Continental,  Sun  Fire,  Ignited 
Fire  Reinsurance  Co.,  Berlin-Cologne,  London  &  Provincial,  La  Fonciere,  La  Confiance, 
St.  Paul  F.  &  M.,  Girard,  Firemen's,  Teutonia,  Farragut,  Watertown,  Agricultural, 
People's,  New  York  City,  Citizens,  Dwelling  House  Underwriters,  New  York  Under- 
writers, Home  Fire,  and  other  fire,  marine  and  casualty  companies. 

Mr.  Mann  and  his  associates  built  up  a  large  business.  For  one  year  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Pacific  Insurance  Union,  and  for  several  years  its  vice  president  and  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee.  Previously  and  subsequently  he  was  actively  identified  with 
other  underwriters'  organizations.  Personally,  he  was  of  handsome  physique  and  kindly 
nature,  and  sp3(;ially  fond  of  children,  wiiom  he  delighted  to  entertain.  He  was  a  meml)er 
of  the  Fire  Underwriters'  Association  of  the  Pacific  and  of  tlie  Pacific  Union  Club. 
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Practical  Enlightenment 

This  is  its  ideal  program,  yet  not  every 
ideal  can  be  realized  by  ideal  methods. 
In  all  lines  of  endeavor  it  sometimes  be- 
comes necessary  to  sacrifice  the  ideal  to 
the  practical.  While  the  Federation  must 
be  a  great  beacon  light  of  truth,  yet  light 
alone  will  not  make  the  blind  to  see  and 
we  unfortunately  have  in  the  public  life 
of  this  country  not  a  few  who  are  blind 
simply  because  they  will  not  see;  men  who 
require  something  more  than  moral  suasion 
and  academic  enlightenment.  These  must 
be  enlightened  by  more  direct  and  practi- 
cal methods.  They  must  be  taught  that 
if  they  throw  a  wrench  into  this  delicate 
piece  of  economic  machinery  called  insur- 
ance they  will  not  only  smash  the  mechan- 
ism, but,  very  possibly,  imperil  their  own 
political  fortunes  in  the  bargain.  This 
sort  of  teaching  also  belongs  pre-eminently 
to  the  Federation  rather  than  to  the  under- 
lying organizations,  for  it  alone  can  mar- 
shall  votes  in  convincing  numbers,  and  it 
is  votes,  and  votes  only,  which  appeal  to 
the  usual  type  of  self-seeking  politician. 
While  proverbially  deaf  to  the  merits  of 
sound  argument,  they  are  invariably  found 
with  their  ears  to  the  ground,  listening 
for  the  faintest  echo  of  vox  populi. 

Good  Work  in  Ohio 

I  am  not  picturing  the  Federation  move- 
ment as  in  any  sense  an  aggressive  politi- 
cal torce,  but  I  do  desire  to  emphasize  in 
the  strongest  possible  terms  the  value 
of  its  potential  power  in  that  direction,  a 
power  which  when  all  other  remedies  have 
failed,  can  be  legitimately  used  as  an 
offensive  means  of  defense.  Mere  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  that  in  a  given  state  the 
votes  of  say  10,000  insurance  workers  may 
be  jeopardized  by  a  given  measure  is  cer- 
tain to  operate  as  a  powerful  deterrent 
upon  those  who  regard  insurance  legisla- 
tion as  a  handy  political  stepping-stone. 
Witness,  for  example,  recent  history  in 
Ohio  to  which  I  have  already  referred.  In 
that  state  an  ambitious  selfishly-con- 
structed political  machine,  which  had  al- 
ready laid  ruthless  hands  on  one  braneli 
of   the   insurance   business,   began   secretly 


plotting  destruction  of  the  other  branches. 
Liiie  all  such  machines,  it  entertained  an 
almost  j)athetic  affection  for  the  man  with 
a  vote.  We  made  it  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  that  some  25,000  voters  in  that 
particular  commonwealth  were  engaged  in 
the  various  lines  of  insurance,  and.  we  were 
at  once  assured  by  the  machine  that  they 
would  not  do  to  ,  the  life,  fire  and  other 
lines  of  insurance  what  they  had  already 
done  to  the  casualty  interests;  sensing  the 
possible  political  consequences  involved 
the  jjowers  that  be  promptly  abandoned 
their  proposed  bombardment  of  our  allies. 
In  the  light  of  this  incident,  how  unfortu- 
nate it  is  that  we  did  not  federate  in 
Ohio  three  years  earlier,  thereby  saving 
the  important  casualty  line  to  those  who 
had  given  the  best  years  of  their  lives 
to  its  upbuilding,  while  at  the  same  time 
saving  the  state  itself  from  the  mortifying 
consequences  of  a  pitiful  economic  blunder. 
We  need  only  to  turn  our  attention  for 
a  moment  to  Wisconsin,  North  Dakota, 
Washington,  Oregon,  West  Virginia,  Ohio, 
New  York,  California,  Colorado,  Maryland, 
Montana  and  Michigan.  In  each  of  these 
the  state,  in  one  form  or  another,  has  es- 
sayed to  enter  the  insurance  business,  al- 
tliough  in  no  case  has  the  experiment 
proved  a  triumph  from  an  underwriting 
standpoint.  The  encroachment  is  funda- 
mentally wrong  and  threatens  the  whole 
structure  of  underwriting.  No  form  of 
insurance  is  immune,  as  it  is  only  a  step 
from  state  insurance  of  one  kind  to  state 
insurance  of  any  of  the  other  forms.  We 
are  now  compelled  to  recognize  the  fact 
that  the  insurance  business  stands  in  the 
limelight,  and  is  really  on  trial  for  its 
life.  Verily,  we  need  to  "set  foot  upon 
the  rock  and  establish  our  going." 

Good  Work  in  Minnesota 

A  splendid  examj^le  of  united  action  is 
found  in  a  Minnesota  experience  last  win- 
ter, when  an  aspiring  legislator  hope<l 
for  political  popularity  in  a  measure  cre- 
ating a  state  department  for  the  bonding 
of  public  officials  of  all  classes.  Ajiart 
from  the  manifest  incongruities  of  the 
plan,    the    Minnesota    Federation    deemed 
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the  principle  involved  a  vicious  one,  con- 
trary to  public  as  well  as  private  interest, 
and  therefore  of  sufficient  importance  to 
actively  oppose.  Its  argument  was  made 
in  the  name  of  "8000  licensed  insurance 
agents"  and  the  legislature  was  literally 
swamped  with  their  protests,  the  fire,  life 
and  casualty  men  standing  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  the  surety  men.  The  meas- 
ure was  voted  down  almost  unanimously, 
yet  how  different  might  have  been  the 
result  had  its  defeat  depended  on  the  ef- 
forts of  a  mere  handful  of  surety  agents! 
And  who  shall  attempt  to  say  that  a  good 
many  members  of  the  legislature  were  not 
more  impressed  by  the  latent  power  for 
reprisal  of  those  "8000  licensed  insurance 
agents"  than  with  the  able  arguments  of 
the  Federation  exposing  the  underwriting 
fallacies  of  the  scheme?  In  just  such  a 
manner  did  the  Federation  come  to  the 
relief  of  the  fire  insurance  interests  of 
Minnesota,  Illinois  and  Iowa. 

And  if  a  federation  of  insurance  men 
of  all  classes  can  legitimately  be  used  to 
influence  the  public  servant  who  is  already 
in  power,  how  vastly  more  and  with  equal 
propriety  can  it  be  used  to  influence  him 
when  he  is  seeking  ofiice.  At  this  state 
of  his  career  he  is  most  teachable;  his 
anxiety  for  support  and  fear  of  ojjposi- 
tion  makes  him,  indeed,  a  most  apt  pupil. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  "Political  In- 
telligence" Bureau  of  the  State  Federation, 
the  small  country  agent  who  is  so  close 
to  the  peoide  can  "do  his  bit"  toward 
seeing  that  proper  candidates  are  nomi- 
nated and  elected;  while  eventually'  he,  in 
concert  with  thousands  of  other  agents 
acting  through  the  organization,  can  bring 
entirely  proper  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
appointive  power  in  the  selection  of  suit- 
able men  for  the  important  office  of  in- 
surance commissioner. 

Cooperation  Is  the  Idea 

Our  efforts  must  be  well  directed  and 
undaunted.  AVe  can  demonstrate  our  right 
to  continue  in  business  under  reasonable 
conditions.  On  this  point  we  are  all  agreed 
without  regard  to  class  of  insurance.  Co- 
operation,  which   finds  its   highest    expres- 


sion in  the  Federation  idea,  brings  the 
answer. 

There  are  numerous  societies,  clubs  and 
insurance  organizations.  Many  of  them, 
possibly  all,  have  their  place  in  protecting 
a  i3articular  interest,  or  fostering  a  com- 
mendable ideal  peculiar  to  a  special  line 
of  insurance,  but  there  is  little  or  no  co- 
ordination of  effort  among  the  members. 
We  do  not  need  more  organizations  or  as- 
sociations of  insurance  mei ,  but  there  is 
a  crying  need  for  a  greater  and  more  gen- 
?ral  spirit  of  co-oi^eration.  It  is  one  thing 
to  protect  and  promote  the  interests  of 
your  own  company  or  your  individual 
agency;  it  is  quite  another  thing  to  look 
beyond  the  personal  equation  to  the  more 
important  field  of  endeavor  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  all  who  are  engaged  in  the 
business  of  insurance  underwriting.  Hav- 
ing a  common  cause  to  foster,  protect  and 
promote,  let  us  bring  together  all  the  ele- 
ments of  strength,  thus  centralizing  our 
power  and  directing  our  energies  to  the 
one  great  purpose.  In  the  past  we  have 
been  working  at  cross  purposes.  Pre- 
tended, half-hearted  support,  dressed  in  a 
costume  of  words,  amounting  to  a  dis- 
guise, should  be  unmasked.  There  should 
be  no  more  "blowing  hot  and  cold  at  the 
same  breath,"  either  on  the  part  of  the 
agent  or  company.  You  ::iust  either  be 
for  or  against  it. 

So  I  say  that  the  work  of  the  Federation 
with  the  purpose  of  any  existing  organiza- 
tion; rather  it  supplements,  unifies  and 
makes  more  effective  the  activities  of  them 
all.  But  to  reach  its  highest  aims  it  must 
have  the  unqualified  and  hearty  support  of 
every  insurance  company,  every  insurance 
agent  and  every  insurance  worker,  no  mat- 
ter what  his  connection.  And  when  I 
speak  of  sup])ort  I  mean  something  de- 
cidedly more  tangible  and  helpful  than 
mere  moral  support.  The  Federation  is 
not  a  self-starting,  ball-bearing,  auto- 
matically-fed organization,  needing  only  the 
lubrication  of  a  few  kind  words  once  a  year 
at  some  state  or  national  convention. 
Those  already  organized  could  have  accom- 
plished far   more,   even,   than   they   did   in 
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the  past  had  they  beeu  properly  supplied 
with  the  "sinews  of  war."  If  they  are 
to  fulfill  their  mission  in  the  future,  finan- 
cial assistance  is  absolutely  imperative. 
Such  support  is  a  paying  investment  of 
both  time  and  money  as  a  preventative 
rather  than  a  cure.  To  inaugurate  and 
carry  forward  a  movement  of  this  magni- 
tude— to  overcome  the  inertia  with  which 
all  new  movements  of  whatever  kind  must 
contend — costs  money,  and  it  is  money 
support  or  its  equivalent  which  is  impera- 
tive at  this  juncture.  Thus  far  the  finan- 
cial burden  has  been  borne  by  a  mere 
handful  of  public-spirited  agents  and  far- 
sighted  companies,  but  in  the  opinion  of 
the  National  Council  of  Insurance  Federa- 
tion Executives  the  time  has  arrived  when 
the  companies  as  a  whole  must  get  behind 
the  movement  if  it  is  to  measure  up  to 
its  greatest  usefulness.  We  think  that 
they  should  now  be  able  to  decide  whether 
or  not  the  definite  results  accomplished 
by  the  Federation  while  still  in  swaddling 
clothes,  without  a  breath  of  scandal  or 
the  improper  use  of  a  dollar,  are  sufficient 
guarantee  of  what  may  be  expected  of 
it  in  full  manhood. 

The  Chicago  Meeting 

On  May  25th  and  26th  executives  of 
eight  of  the  eleven  State  Insurance  Fed- 
erations met  in  Chicago  to  exchange  ex- 
periences, and  to  discuss  ways  and  means 
of  extending  the  movement  and  increasing 
its  usefulness.  A  council  composed  of  the 
officers  and  governing  boards  of  the  vari- 
ous Federations  was  formed;  committees 
on  extension,  standardization  and  co-ordi- 
nation of  insurance  interests  have  been 
appointed  and  will  present  reports  at  this 
session  for  consideration. 

Not  Unethical  to  Veto  Their  Convictions 

Insurance  corporations  have  within 
themselves  no  legitimate  political  influ- 
ence. They  have  no  vote,  but  a  quarter 
of  a  million  of  agents  have.  The  com- 
panies under  existing  conditions  can  ae- 
com2:)lish  little  by  sending  their  attorneys 
or  executives  to  argue  before  legislative 
committees,  but  their  agents  in  every  state 


can,  by  united  well-directed  action,  secure 
whatever  legislation  is  right  and  needful 
and  defeat  all  that  is  bad  and  vicious. 
Is  it  desirable  and  legitimate  to  mobilize 
the  agent  vote  into  a  vast  army  for  pos- 
sible use  in  the  manner  I  have  already  sug- 
gested F  Can  there  be  any  just  criticism 
of  a  movement,  which,  in  part,  openly  en- 
courages its  followers  to  oppose  with  the 
ballot  and  through  every  other  legitimate 
form  of  political  influence,  any  man  or 
anj'  measure  antagonistic  to  their  inter- 
ests? Is  there  anything  about  this  second 
largest  business  of  the  nation  which  makes 
it  unethical  for  those  engaged  therein  to 
vote  their  convictions  on  questions  directly 
affecting  the  welfare  of  their  business? 
And  if  there  is  no  moral  embargo  upon 
such  use  of  the  franchise,  why  should  we 
not  aim  to  use  it  effectively  as  well  as 
intelligently?  What  surer  path  offers  for 
escape  from  all  the  confusion,  doubts  and 
uncertainties  that  have  for  years  beset 
us  than  the  one  which  leads,  in  the  first 
place,  to  a  better  understanding  between 
the  public  and  ourselves  and  in  the  second 
place,  if  need  be,  to  a  battlefield  where 
we  can  contend  on  equal  terms  with  those 
who   recognize  no   argument  but  force? 

Attacks  on  Insurance  Must  Be  Restricted 

The  Federation  is  not  an  agents'  organi- 
zation pure  and  simple,  neither  is  it  solely 
a  company  movement;  but  it  finds  its 
membership  in  the  whole  body  of  insur- 
ance, drawing  its  strength  in  part  from 
the  agent,  always  welcoming  company 
officials  in  its  councils,  and  recognizing  the 
home  office  as  the  storehouse  of  informa- 
tion to  which  we  must  go  for  guidance. 

The  larger  questions  involved  in  the 
business  of  insurance  are,  in  the  main, 
identical.  When  necessary  we  should 
bring  ourselves,  in  convincing  numbers, 
face  to  face  with  those  who  would  use 
our  business  as  a  political  plaything.  We 
have  it  in  our  power  to  establish  finally 
the  important,  but  not  generally  recognized 
fact,  that  insurance  is  a  time-honored  in- 
stitution, builded  by  intelligent  effort,  com- 
ing with  remarkable  success  through  the 
generations,    and    that   he   who    would   de- 
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sti'uctively  lay  hands  on  it,  will  be  forced 
to  letreat. 

The  most  conspicuous  example  of  co- 
operation is  found  in  insurance  itself. 
The  pages  of  history  are  replete  with  its 
benefactions.  Its  onward  march  is  as  re- 
sistless as  the  waves  of  the  sea.  How 
is  the  goal  of  co-operation  to  be  reached? 
The  late  Elbert  Hubbard  said  that  he 
learned  to  write  by  writing.  Sherman 
said,  when  he  was  secretary  of  the  United 
States  treasury,  "The  way  to  resume  specie 
payment  is  to  resume."  The  way  to  co- 
operate is  simply  to  co-operate.  A  well- 
known  educator  recently  defined  "lack  of 
co-operation,"  asserting  that  it  finds  its 
sole  justification  in  ignorance,  selfishness 
and  mutual  distrust.  What  an  arraign- 
ment! Can  it  be  possible  that  we,  in  our 
varied  activities  leading  to  one  common 
end,  are  in  the  throes  of  such  a  bondage? 
If  so,  we  should  free  ourselves  from  this 
paralyzing  trinity  and  go  forward  in  the 
performance  of  a  great  duty.  If  the  word 
could  go  out  from  this  meeting  today  that 
the  interests  represented  in  these  two  con- 
ventions stand  unreservedly  for  the  Fed- 
eration, we  should  very  soon  see  the  end 
of  our  danger. 

I  greatly  api^reciate  youi  having  con- 
ferred upon  me  the  honor  of  addressing 
your  joint  session  on  this  important  sub- 
ject. My  aim  has  been  to  awaken  the 
great  body  of  insurance  men  to  a  keener 
realization  of  the  resi^onsibility  resting 
upon  us  to  turn  present  forces  and  ten- 
dencies into  proper  channels. 


Petty  Legislation 

From  a  Paper  by  Francis  V.  Keesling,  of  West-Coast 
San  Francisco  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Insurance  companies,  being  custodians 
of  large  sums  of  trust  funds  which  must 
be  absolutely  safeguarded,  must  be  inter- 
ested in  the  stability  of  security  invest- 
ments. They  should,  therefore,  co-operate 
to  sustain  values,  and  must  be  interested 
in  effects  of  speculation,  extension  of 
credit,  unnecessary  expenditures  of  in- 
dividuals and  of  municipalities,  etc.,  and 
also    in    the    results    of    discountmo     the 


future,  the  evils  of  watered  stocks,  of  re- 
funding public  issues  instead  of  paying, 
and  of  meeting  current  running  expenses 
by  borrowing. 

Let  them,  therefore,  proceed  to  a  co- 
operative study  of  the  various  problems 
affecting  industry  and  business  generally 
in  conjunction  with  national  associations 
of  manufacturers.  United  States  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  other  organizations  of 
business  men.  Let  the  problems  be  care- 
fully considered,  avoiding  symptoms  and 
treating  diseases  from  an  economic  stand- 
point, giving  due  regard  to  the  practic- 
ability of  the  application  of  the  theoreti- 
cal. Such  a  finished  product  would,  sup- 
ported by  convincing  argument,  warrant 
the  approval  of  bar  associations  and  civic 
organizations,  command  the  careful  atten- 
tion and  possible  approval  of  insurance 
commissioners,  assemblies  of  Governors, 
associations  of  mayors  and  other  officials, 
and,  finally,  command  the  attention  and 
favorable  consideration  of  legislators. 
*     *     * 

If  the  problem  is  ignored,  naturally  we 
shall  continue  to  be  placed  upon  the  de- 
fensive against  "half-baked"  legislative 
proposals  which  frequently  proceed  from 
these  well-meaning  but  theoretical  investi- 
gators. 

Thus  informed  and  fortified,  the  man  of 
business  will  not  attack  all  legislation  in- 
discriminately, and  avoid  fashioning  him- 
self after  some  present-day  representatives 
of  industry  and  business,  but  with  dis- 
cernment he  will  acknowledge  proper  ad- 
vancement. He  will  then  find  that  cre- 
dence will  be  given  to  his  testimony  as  to 
what  legislation  which  atfects  his  inter- 
ests should  be  and  that  it  will  not  be 
"resented,"  because  the  rejection  of,  and 
the  resentment  at,  his  opinions  relative  to 
legislation  now  is  largely  due  to  his  in- 
abilitj'  to  support  the  cause  he  champions. 

The  business  world  is  now  suffering  from 
lack  of  foresight  of  the  entrepreneurs  of 
yesterday  who  failed  to  observe  the  trend 
of  industry  due  to  misdirection.  Let  the 
insurance  managers  be  more  alert  and 
benefit   from   the  experience  of  the  Indus- 
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trial  world.  The  disregard  of  the  latter 
has  produced  extreme  remedies  which  have 
left  industry  weak. 

It  is  an  ambitious  project  and  not  vis- 
ionary. Somewhere  there  is  a  cohesive 
force,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  insur- 
ance organizations  are  that  force. 

Compensation  on  a  Contingent   Basis 

For  years  the  argument  has  been  ad- 
vanced that  for  a  company  to  compensate 
its  agents  on  a  contingent  basis  would  re- 
sult in  a  transfer  of  business  under  certain 
conditions  that  would  be  against  the  com- 
pany. While  this  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  the  case  with  certain  companies  that 
have  uniformly  operated  on  the  contingent 
commission  j^lan,  the  objection  appears  to 
be  met  by  the  suggestion  that  the  addi- 
tional compensation  he  contingent,  not 
upon  one  company,  but  upon  the  results 
of  the  agency,  including  all  companies  rep- 
resented. 

Of  course,  objections  can  be  raised  as  to 
the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  the  amount 
to  be  paid  by  each  company  in  the  agency, 
but  this  can  easily  be  overcome  by  an 
auditor  or  bureau  representing  the  com 
panies,  or  by  the  State  department  or  its 
representatives. 

In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  best  and  help 
our  fire  waste  and  the  fire  insurance  busi- 
ness generally  for  the  companies  to  com- 
pensate their  agents  with  a  flat  commis- 
sion plus  a  contingent  commission,  also; 
the  latter  to  be  based  upon  the  profits  of 
the  agency. 

In  my  investigation  of  this  subject  I 
have  been  surprised  and  gratified  at  the 
large  number  of  company  officials  as  well 
as  agents  who  have  expressed  themselves 
as  favorable  to  contingent  commissions, 
and  satisfied  that  it  was  the  best  and  nec- 
essary for  the  matter  to  be  worked  out 
in  some  way.  I  said,  "I  was  surprised," 
because  I  know  the  companies  dislike 
changes,  looking  upon  them  as  untried, 
and  fearing  a  lack  of  unity  and  a  hearty 
agreement  and  co-operation  among  them- 
selves,   while     the     agents     are    naturallv 


against  changes  and  fear  a  reduction  of 
their  compensation.  —  Insurance  Commis- 
sioner  Young,  North   ('arolina. 


State  Fire  Marshals 

The  fire  marshals'  departments  in  various 
States  have  been  created  during  the  period 
covered  by  this  paper.  These  departments, 
as  a  general  rule,  have  been  rendering 
useful  and  efficient  service.  Personally,  I 
feel  that  the  greatest  good  will  come  from 
greater  devotion  to  the  cause  of  fire  pre- 
vention rather  than  to  an  investigation 
and  prosecution  following  the  destruction 
of  property. 

There  can  be  no  question  but  what  the 
work  of  fire  marshals'  departments  has 
justified  their  existence  from  the  stand- 
point of  criminal  prosecutions.  Many 
vicious  combinations  have  been  uncovered 
and  prosecuted.  In  my  own  State  it  is 
our  purpose  to  make  the  primary  work 
of  the  fire  marshal's  department  inspec- 
tion and  prevention  rather  than  investi- 
gation. T  do  not  mean,  however,  that  there 
is  intent  on  the  part  of  the  department  to 
neglect  a  thorough  investigation  of  sus- 
picious fires  and  a  vigorous  prosecution 
where  the  evidence  warrants. — Insurance 
Commissioner  Cleary. 


Deserves  a  Vote 
Down  in  Columbia,  Tenn.,  Ruth,  the 
young  daughter  of  a  Metropolitan  Life 
superintendent,  made  safely  her  way  out 
of  her  burning  home  through  the  smoke. 
Not  finding  her  elder  sister,  Euth  rushed 
back  into  the  burning  building  and  found 
her  in  bed  unconscious  from  partial  suffo- 
cation. Alone  she  dragged  the  unconscious 
girl  to  a  place  of  safety  just  as  the  burn- 
ing house  collapsed.  The  brave  rescuer 
was  presented  with  a  gold  medal  by  the 
mayor   of   the   town. 


Los  Angeles. — Fred  R.  Emery,  head  of 
the  insurance  department  of  the  late  Los 
Angeles  Investment  Co.,  under  conviction 
of  forging  checks  to  amount  of  $15,000,  sen- 
tenced to  four  years  in  San  Quentin. 
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FOREIGN    COMPANIES    IN    THE    UNITED    STATES 

Deposit  Capital   and    Net  Surplus   Combined    Makce  the   Policyholders' 
American   Surplus 

TOTAL  FOREIGN  COMPANIES,  96 

United  States  Branch  Tnited  Stales  Branch 

Net  .Surplus  Over  Deposit 
Deposit  Capital  Capital  and  all  Liabilities 

Austria 

International  Reassurance,  Vienna      $  200,00()  $211,411 

Bulgaria 

Balkan  National,  Bnlgaria $  200,0C0  $  372,174 

Bulgaria  (First  Bulgarian)  Roustchouk  ....      200,000  326,908 

Germany 

Aachen  cVc  Munich,  .\ix  la  Ciiapelle      $200,000  §1,011,524 

Cologne  Reins.,  Cologne 200,000  84,979 

Frankona  Reins.,  Frankfort-on  the-Main      .    .      200,000  91,794 

Hamburg  Assurance,  Hamburg 200, OCK)  386,544 

Hamburg-Bremen  Fire,  Hamburg 200,000  360,247 

Minerva  Retrocession  &  Reins.  Cologne    .    .    .      200,000  36.045 

Munich  Reins.,  Munich      200,000  1,2S6,425 

Noid  Deutsche  (North  German),  Hamburg  .    .      200,000  328,219 

Prusr^ian  National,  Stettin 200,000  793,766 

South  German  Reins.,  Munich          200,000  37-3, -527 

Allianz  (marine),  Berlin 200,000  200, 19S 

General  (marine),  Dresden 200,000  20,862 

Mannheim  (marine),  Mannheim 200,Oi30  2-55, 856 

Nord  Deutsche  (marine)  Hamburg 200,000  2i0,.>51 

Frankfort  Gen'l  (mis.).  Frankforton-the-Main     2.50,000  116,974 

Mercury  Reins,  (hfe)  Cologne      200,000  40.819 

Prussian  Life,  Berlin 200.000  4.52,549 

[The  ^lagdeburg  (fire)  .Mairdi^burg.  oper.ites  in  Hawaii.] 

Switzerland 

Swiss  National,  B.isle >^  2tX),000  5  14S,630 

Swiss  Reinsurance,  Zurich 200,000  119,045 

Switzerland  General,  Zurich 200,000  228,795 

Zurich  General  Acci.  ct  Lia.,  Zuricli 260,000  280,381 

Sweden 

Scaudia,  Stockholm $  200,000  §  308,245 

Svea  Fire  it  L.,  Gothenburg 200.(100  409.649 

Zurich  General  A.  &  L.,  Zurich 200,000  280,381 

Holland 

Netherlands  Fire  et  L.,  Tlie  Hague $200,000  $357,251 

Nederland  Ltd.  Liability.  Life,  Amsterdam .     .      200,000  88,854 

Spain 

Uni.in  &  Phenix  Espanol,  Madrid $  2':0,0(X>  $  66,332 
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FOREIGN    COMPANIES    IN    THE    UNITED    STATES 

United  States  Bnnich  Tniteci  States  Branch 

Net  Surplus  Over  Deposit 
Deposit  Capital  Capital  and  all  Liabilities 

France 

Abielle,  Paris S  200,000  $  236,651 

Fire  Reassurance,  Paris 200,000  206,797 

La  Foiiciere  (marine),  Paris 200.000  14,201 

General  Fire  Assur.,  Pari.^ 200,000  193,724 

La  Paternelle,  Paris 200,000  155,764 

Xationale  Fire,  Paris 200,000  227,178 

Plienix,  Paris 200,000  74,173 

Union,  Paris 200,000  159,121 

L'Urbaine,  Paris 200,000  95,450 

Japan 

Tokio  :\rarine,  Toldo $  200,000  $  158,686 

[The  Nippon  Fire,  Toldo,  operates  in  Hawaii.] 

United  Kingdom 

Atlas  Assurance,  London $  200,000  §  894,914 

Caledonian,  Edinburgh 200,000  400,239 

Century,  Ediiiburjih 21:0,000  ■  241t,251 

Commercial  Union  Assurance,  London  ....      400,000  1,983,253 

Law  Union  &  Rock,  London 200,000  675,291 

Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe,  Liverpool     .    .    .      400,000  4,411,587 

London  Assur.,  London 400,000  566,428 

London  &  Lancashire  Fire,  Liverpool     ....      200,000  1,584,990 

Lon.  &  Lan.  Life  &  Gen.  Assur.  Ass'n,  London     200,000  329,740 

North  British  &  Merc,  London  and  Edinburgh     200,000  3,424,504 

Northern  Assur.,  London 200,000  2,078,940 

Norwich  Union  Fire,  Norwich 400,000  783,085 

Palatine,  London 2(0, 000  804,438 

Phoenix  Assur. ,  London 400,000  1,092,910 

Royal,  Liverpool 400,000  3,360,562 

Royal  Exchange  Assur.,  London 400,000  669,740 

Scottish  Union  &  National,  Edinburgh      .    .    .      200,000  3,428,809 

State  Assur.,  Liverpool 200,000  271,071 

Sun,  London 200,000  1,347,359 

Union  Assurance,  London 200,000  669,113 

Yorkshire,  York 200,000  237,364 

Alliance  Assur.,  London 200,000  214,987 

British  &  Foreign  [Marine,  Liverpool 200,000  597,167 

Indemnity  :\lutual  Marine,  London 200,000  151,964 

Marine,  London 200,000  426,311 

Maritime,  Liverpool 200,000  55,285 

Ocean  Marine,  London 200,000  53,236 

Reliance  Marine,  Liverpool 200,000  72,099 

Sea,  Liverpool 200,000  383,932 

Standard  Marine,  Liverpool 200,000  655,700 

Thames  &  Mersey  Marine,  Liverpool  .    .       .    .      200,000  299,587 

Union  Marine,  Liverpool 200,000  278,128 
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FOREIGN    COMPANIES    IN   THE    UNITED    STATES 

United  States  Branch  United  States  Branch 

Net  Surplus  Over  Deposit 
Deposit  Capital  Capital  and  all  Liabilities 

United  Kingdom 

Employers'  Liability  Assnr.,  London      ....      700,000  1,588,538 

General  Acci.  F.  &  L.  Assur.,  Perth 200,000  —52,076 

London  Guaranty  &  A.,  London 500,000  178,924 

Ocean  Acci.  &  Guar.,  London 250,000  419,006 

[The  Guai-dian  Assurance  of  London  operates  in  Hawaii.] 

Russia 

First  Eussian,  Petrograd      $  200,000  $  296,976 

Jakor,  Moscow 200,000  281,479 

Moscow  Fire,  Moscow 200,000  431,936 

Northern,  Moscow 200,000  88,682 

Rossia,  Petrograd 400,000  898,153 

Russian  Reinsurance,  Petrograd 200,000  331,818 

Salamandra,  Petrograd 200,000  301,901 

Second  Russian,  Petrograd 200,000  93,491 

Warsaw  Fire,  Warsaw 200,000  79,827 

China 

North  China  (marine),  Shanghai      $200,000  $    54,368 

Yang-tsze  (marine),  Shanghai      200,000  114,378 

Canada 

British  America  Assur..  Toronto |  200,000  •  $270,104 

Western  Assurance,  Toronto      200,000  636,351 

[The  Sun  Life  of  Montreal  and  the  London  &  Lancashire  Guaranty  of  Toronto 
operate  in  Hawaii.] 

New  Zealand 

New  Zealand,  Auckland      $  200,000  $  230,149 

Hong:  Kong 

Canton  (marine),  Hong  Kong 200,000  15,274 

RESOURCES 

The  figures  given  above  do  not  rei)resent  the  resources  of  the  companies,  either 
in  this  country  or  abroad.  The  figures  are  merely  the  surplus  funds  in  this 
country —the  teclmieal  or  deposit  "capital"  and  the  net  surplus.  The  two  funds 
compose  the  working  surplus  over  the  actual  and  techuical  liabilities  of  each  United 
States  branch.  These  foreign  branches  are  receiving  from  and  remitting  to  their 
home  offices  funds.  As  these  receipts  and  remittances  may  be  for  investment  pur- 
poses they  imply  nothing  in  particular. 

TOTALS 

French  9,  Russian  0,  Bulgarian  2,  German  17,  Swiss  4,  Spanish  1,  Chinese  2, 
Japanese  2,  Hollandish  2,  Swedish  3,  Austrian  1,  Britisii  37,  Colonial,  6.       Total  96. 

NOT  IN  THIS  COUNTRY 

Foreign  companies  not   represented  are: 

Portugal,  Italy,  Serbia,  Romnania,  Greece,  Turkey,  South  African  Union, 
Denmark,  Norway,  Straits  Settlements,  Australia,  India, 
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MISCELLANEOUS    CHIPS 

— Liability  and  Compensation 
The  American  Mutual  Coinpensation  Ins. 
Co.  of  New  York  was  recently  examined  by 
Supt.  Phillips,  whose  examiner  says  its  first 
year  was  successful,  its  loss  ratio  being 
"low  —  only  45.5  percent."  Among  the 
expenditures  was  "$740  stolen  money." 
The  company  has  procured  reinsurance  of 
the  socalled  "catastrophe  hazard"  with 
Lloyds  of  London,  relieving  it  of  all  losses 
over  $30,000  and  not  exceeding  $200,000, 
which  result  from  any  single  accident.  Ex- 
penses and  losses  were  71  percent  of  earned 
premiums.  A  dividend  not  exceeding  20 
percent  on  terminated  policies  was  recom- 
mendetl. 

— Not  an  Insurer 

Company  which  agreed  to  procure  for 
subscribers  medical  services,  drugs  and 
merchandise  from  a  physician  and  retailers, 
not  guaranteeing  the  performance  by  them, 
held  not  engaged  in  insurance  business 
within  the  insurance  code.  — State  v.  Uni- 
versal Service  Agency,  151  P.  768. 

— Compensation 

Looks  like  despotism!  Judge  Sturtevant 
holds  that  the  California  law  gives  the  state 
insuranceczar  arbitrary  rights  to  fix  compen- 
sation rates  without  a  hearing,  just  as  the 
authorities  can  arbitrarily  fix  water  rates. 
The  stock  companies  here  have  been  offer- 
ing lower  rates.  The  commissioner's  higher 
rates  are  those  of  the  Otis  manual  in  effect 
in  the  East,  and  he  forces  the  companies  to 
charge  and  the  employers  to  pay  higher 
rates  than  heretofore.  Governor  Johnson, 
what  do  you  think  of  your  insurance  com- 
missioner? 

— Compensation 

III  Connecticut  the  parties  to  the  injury 
settled  their  case  by  mutual  agreement  and 
did  not  appear  at  the  time  agreed  on,  before 
the  commission.  The  compensation  com- 
missioner notified  tlie  parties  that  their 
settlement  did  not  dispose  of  the  case.  The 
compensation  law  required  its  adjustment 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act  regardless  of  private  agreements. 


— Surety  Items 

In  Arizona  the  fidelity  and  surety  com- 
panies are  not  required  to  file  a  bond  for  the 
protection  of  policyholders.  Supt.  Bridges 
wants  the  legislature  to  make  a  law  correct- 
ing this  neglect. 

Five  companies  in  the  East  have  formed 
a  pool  to  write  banking  blanket  bonds  on  a 
large  scale,  to  meet  the  competion  of  a  prior 
pool. 

A  San  Francisco  authority  has  ruled  that 
no  jitney  bond  is  worth  the  paper  it  is 
written  on,  no  matter  what  the  bigness  or 
solvency  of  the  bonder;  for  the  reason  that 
every  bond  expressly  declares  that  every 
legal  means  must  first  be  applied  against 
the  bonded  jitney  jehu. 

By  the  way,  what  surety  company  caused 
the  enactment  of  that  foolish  law  in  Cali- 
fornia, making  the  California  companies 
also  give  a  bond  securing  the  state  in  the 
matter  of  premium  taxes,  etc.  ?  These  com- 
panies have  practically  all  their  assets  within 
the  state,  and  their  security  is  generally 
better  than  that  of  the  bonding  company. 
Why  not,  then,  pass  a  law  making  every 
corporation  give  a  bond  covering  taxes? 
Besides,  the  bond  does  not  become  a  liability 
until  the  state  first  exhausts  every  recourse 
against  the  bonded  corporation. 

— Items 

"Temporary,"  as  distinguished  from 
"permanent"  disability,  under  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act  (P.  L.  1911,  p. 
134 ) ,  is  a  condition  that  exists  until  the 
injured  employee  is  as  far  re.stored  as  the 
permanent  character  of  the  injuries  wiU 
permit. — US  A.  143. 

Where  an  accident  policy  provided  certain 
indemnities  if  injuries  to  the  insured  re- 
sulted in  total  disability,  preventing  him 
from  performing  all  duties  pertaining  to  his 
occupation,  the  injuries  need  not  be  such  as 
to  pliysically  prevent  the  insured  from  per- 
forming any  of  the  duties;  it  being  enough 
if  he  is  so  injured  that  he  cannot,  as  a  pru- 
dent man,  perform  any  such  duties,  and  the 
word  "prevent"  being  construed  as  syn- 
onymous with  hinder. — 178  S.  W.  106. 
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FIRE     AND     MARIiNTE     INSURANCE 


SERVICE  PERFORMED  BY  3IARINE 
INSURANCE  COMPANIES 

Address  by  J.  B.  Levison,  Vice  President 
Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.,  at  the  World's 
Insurance  Congress 

The  subject  1  have  been  asked  to  dis- 
cuss this  afternoon,  "Service  Performed 
by  Marine  Insurance  Companies,"  is  so 
broad  and  comprehensive  as  to  put  any 
detailed  consideration  out  of  the  question 
in  the  very  short  time  allotted  to  me.  I 
will,  therefore,  simply  endeavor  to  out- 
line, as  concisely  as  possible,  the  most 
important  features  of  marine  underwrit- 
ing in  its  relation  to  the  development  of 
the  human  race,  touching  upon  its  history, 
the  influence  it  has  had  on  the  exploration 
and  exploitation  of  new  and  undeveloped 
countries;  its  close  relation  to  the  com- 
mercial develojjment  of  the  world,  and, 
finally,  the  very  important  ijart  it  has 
taken  in  the  present  great  war. 

Oldest  Insurance 

Marine  insurance  is  the  oldest  form  of 
indemnity  known.  it  is  generally  sup- 
posed to  have  had  its  beginning  contem- 
poraneously with  the  birth  of  commercial 
activity  in  the  Mediterranean  about  the 
twelfth  century,  but  unfortunately  little  is 
known  respecting  its  conduct  at  that  time. 
English  authorities  tell  us  that  the  Lom- 
bards introduced  marine  insurance  into 
London  during  the  thirteenth  century,  and 
a  form  of  policy  is  described  in  a  Flor- 
entine statute  of  about  1500  A.  D.,  bear- 
ing a  very  remarkable  resemblance  to  the 
policy  which  has  been  in  use  in  London 
since  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, when  practically  all  of  the  countries 
in  Europe  established  rules  and  laws  for 
the  government  of  marine  insurance.  At 
that  time  the  business  was  done  altogether 
by  individuals  on  what  we  know  today  as 
Lloyd's  plan.  The  first  stock  companies 
organized    for    the    Transaction    of    marine 


insurance  business  were  chartered  in  Eng- 
land in  1720,  and  in  America  in  1792. 

Parallel  With  Merchant  Marine 

It  is  a  very  interesting  fact  that  the 
development  of  the  business  of  marine  un- 
derwriting in  any  particular  country  has 
always  run  parallel  with  the  growth  of 
its  merchant  marine.  Prior  to  the  Civil 
war,  when  the  American  mercantile  ma- 
rine was  at  its  zenith,  the  United  States 
had  many  more  marine  insurance  com- 
panies than  Great  Britain,  but  with  the 
disappearance  of  the  American  flag  from 
the  high  seas  the  amount  of  American  cajii- 
tal  invested  in  marine  insurance  steadily 
decreased  until  in  190.5  there  were  but 
three  domestic  companies  doing  a  marine 
business  exclusively  and  eleven  companies 
writing  marine  business  in  connection  with 
other  branches.  Today,  owing  to  the  an- 
ticipated development  of  the  American 
mercantile  marine  as  the  result  of  the 
completion  of  the  Panama  Canal  and  the 
general  agitation  on  the  subject  through- 
out the  country,  there  are  twenty-two 
American  companies  engaged  in  the  ma- 
rine insurance  business.  It  is  also  an  in- 
teresting collateral  fact  that  most  of  the 
leatling  British  marine  oflices  now  in  ex- 
istence were  organized  in  the  early  sixties, 
or,  in  other  words,  during  the  American 
Civil  war.  Marine  underwriting  is  an  ab- 
solute necessity  in  the  exploitation  of 
new  and  undeveloped  countries.  This  can 
readily  be  explained  by  the  mere  state- 
ment that  no  merchant  nor  corporation, 
no  matter  how  wealthy,  would  undertake 
to  send  valuable  vessels  with  their  cargoes 
into  new  and  unexplored  countries  without 
the  protection  afforded  by  marine  insur- 
ance. An  excellent  illustration  of  this  is 
in  the  development  of  Alaska,  where, 
since  its  acquisition  by  this  country  in 
1869,  vessels  have  been  trading,  carrying 
valuable  supplies  North  and  returning  with 
furs,    salmon,    gold,    etc..    frequently    run- 
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ning  into  millious  in  value.  The  dangers 
of  the  Alaska  coast,  due  to  inefficient 
lighting  and  inadequate  aids  to  naviga- 
tion, lead  one  to  view  with  surprise  the 
fact  that  marine  underwriters  had  suf- 
ficient hardihood  to  undertake  the  busi- 
ness, but  high  rates  and  the  possibility  of 
large  profits  were  naturally  attractive, 
with  the  result  that  the  business  has  been 
written  comparatively  freely  and  the 
necessary  protection  afforded  merchants 
and  trading  companies.  I  think  it  is  quite 
within  the  mark  to  say  that  without  this 
protection  Alaska  never  would  have  be- 
come the  valuable  asset  to  the  United 
States  that  it  is  today. 

Insures  Cash  and  Credit  to  Exporter  and  Importer 

The  influence  of  marine  insurance  on  the 
commerce  of  the  world  in  general  requires 
no  extended  discussion.  No  business  con- 
cern, whether  corporate  or  individual,  con- 
ducts its  affairs  today  without  some  form 
of  marine  insurance.  The  exporter  with 
marine  insurance  policies  attached  to  his 
invoices  and  bills  of  lading  can  obtain 
an  advance  from  his  bankers  approximat- 
ing the  value  of  the  shipment.  The  im- 
porter, through  the  protection  of  marine 
insurance,  can  have  letters  of  credit  is- 
sued against  which  drafts  may  be  drawn 
by  buyers  in  any  part  of  the  world.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  merchant  may  also 
insure  his  anticipated  jjrofits  so  that  he 
not  only  has  been  enabled  to  obtain  funds 
promptly  in  the  shape  of  an  advance,  as 
just  described,  but  he  also  has  his  profits 
guaranteed  to  him  against  loss  by  perils 
of  the  seas  through  the  agency  of  marine 
insurance. 

War  Risk  Insurance 

The  part  marine  insurance  has  played  in 
the  present  great  war  must  have  impressed 
itself  upon  all  by  what  has  been  written 
on  the  subject  of  war  risk  insurance,  the 
importance  of  which  can  best  be  illustrated 
by  the  fact  that  Great  Britain  practically 
on  the  very  day  she  declared  war  estab- 
lished a  government  war  risk  bureau  and 
called  ui^on  some  of  the  leading  marine 
men  of  Great  Britain  to  tlireet  its  affairs. 


Without  this  government  bureau  war  risk 
rates  would  undoubtedly  have  been  much 
higher,  which  was  fully  warranted  by  the 
hazards.  High  war  risk  insurance  rates 
would,  however,  have  seriously  interfered 
with  British  commerce,  and  the  British 
government,  clearly  appreciating  the  com- 
manding importance  of  this,  has,  it  is  be- 
lieved, been  willing  to  conduct  their  war 
risk  bureau  at  a  considerable  loss.  This 
loss,  however,  is  nothing  as  compared  with 
the  extraordinary  cost  of  the  war,  espe- 
cially when  the  fact  is  considered  that 
marine  insurance  companies  the  world  over 
have  thereby  been  fojced  to  write  insur- 
ance by  British  vessels  at  much  lower 
rates  than  would  otherwise  have  been 
done. 

Many  other  countries,  including  the 
United  States,  appreciating  the  value  of 
a  government  war  risk  bureau,  as  demon- 
strated by  Great  Britain,  have  established 
similar  dei^artments  for  the  protection  of 
their  own  vessels.  The  result  of  this  un- 
doubtedly has  been  that  commmerce  be- 
tween the  nations  has  been  stimulated  and 
maintained  at  a  comparatively  small  cost 
to  the  nations  themselves. 

No  paper  on  marine  insurance  would  be 
complete  without  a  reference  to  the  expres- 
sion "Lloyds,"  which  is.  so  frequently'  used 
in  connection  with  shipping  and  underwrit- 
ing affairs.  We  are  told  that  it  has  all 
come  down  from  one  Edward  Lloyd,  the 
owner  of  a  coffee  house  in  London  about 
1690,  which  was  the  rendezvous  for  ship 
masters,  shipping  men  and  merchants  gen- 
erally during  the  last  half  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  and  gradually  became  a 
central  point  for  all  persons  connected 
with  shipping.  From  this  simple  begin- 
ning has  developed  the  use  of  the  word 
"Lloyds,"  until  today  it  is  almost  uni- 
versally understood  as  having  some  definite 
relation  to  maritime  affairs. 

Saves  Botli  Life  and  Property 

In  conclusion  and  to  address  myself  par- 
ticularly to  the  subject  this  day  is  de- 
signed to  emphasize,  marine  insurance  ex- 
ercises   beyond    doubt    the    greatest    influ- 
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ence  in  conserving  life  and  property.  Ma- 
rine under^vriters  have  always  been  to  the 
forefront  as  originators  and  active  sup- 
porters of  classification  registers,  which 
provide  rules  and  regulations  for  the  con- 
struction of  vessels,  and  subsequent  regu- 
lar supervision,  thereby  insuring  structural 
strength  and  a  maximum  of  safety. 

Furthermore,  marine  underwriting  or- 
ganizations have  their  own  surveyors  at 
almost  every  port  of  importance  on  the 
globe,  to  inspect  vessels  before  loading 
and  supervise  the  loading  itself,  which, 
it  is  needless  to  say,  is  almost  of  par- 
amount importance. 

Unfortunately  time  does  not  permit  any 
further  discussion  of  the  subject,  but 
enough  has  been  said,  J  hope,  to  convey  to 
the  members  of  the  Congress  the  fact 
that  marine  insurance  is  a  factor  of  the 
very  highest  importance  in  the  conserva- 
tion of  life  and  jjroperty  as  well  as  the 
maintenance  of  credit  and  the  develop- 
ment of  commerce. 


Confession  of  a  California  Fire  Bug 

According  to  the  confession  made  by 
Charles  L.  Burright  to  the  chief  of  police 
of  Oakland,  Burright  and  his  wife,  Jean, 
have  been  engaged  in  incendiary  plots  in 
Coast  cities  since  1909.  In  that  year  one 
"Richard"  (Sanford  W.)  Currier  met  Bur- 
right  in  Portland  and  induced  him  to  go 
into  the  business  of  building  houses  to 
be  burned  for  their  insurance.  It  was  a 
successful  undertaking,  and  the  money 
came  easily  and  safely.  Eventually  the 
two  men  parted  company,  Burright  con- 
ducting his  own  fires  in  the  last  two  years. 
Burright  and  his  wife  are  in  jail,  charged 
with  setting  fire  to  a  iiouse  at  Crumbull 
and   Fifty-fifth   last   December. 

Burright  in  his  remarkable  confession 
said: 

"As  I  met  with  success  from  the  be- 
ginning, I  made  up  my  mind  to  make  a 
business  of  it.  We  took  every  precau- 
tion to  avoid  detection.  Fires  were  never 
started  twice  in  the  same  district  covered 
by  an  insurance  adjuster.  Before  decid- 
ing  upon   where    to   have   a   fire,   the   pre- 


vailing winds  would  be  studied  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  flames  spreading  to 
other  dwellings.  When  we  built  houses 
to  be  burned,  we  usually'  erected  them 
some  distance  from  a  fire  hydrant,  or 
where  the  water  pressure  in  the  pipes  was 
extremely  low. 

"After  experimenting  wuth  a  variety  of 
combustibles,  we  finally  concluded  that  the 
best  materials  for  our  fires  were  turpen- 
tine, wood  shavings,  excelsior  and  paper, 
and  we  always  used  them. 

"Our  method  was  to  buy  a  lot  on  the 
installment  plan,  build  a  house  and  buy 
good  furniture  for  it.  Before  we  fired 
the  place  we  shipped  the  furniture  to  some 
other  locality,  and  after  the  place  was 
burned  w^e  would  produce  as  the  remains 
of  that  furniture  a  quantity  of  broken 
glassware,  furniture,  carpets,  bedding  and 
other  household  goods,  bought  at  a  second- 
hand store  and  carefully  prepared  to  de- 
ceive the  insurance  men." 

Twelve  cities  on  the  Coast  have  suf- 
fered at  the  hands  of  this  arson  ring,  ac- 
cording to  Burright.  They  are  Tacoma, 
Seattle,  Portland,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego, 
Pasadena,  Long  Beach,  Calexico,  San  Jose, 
Englewood,    Richmond   and   Oakland. 

Burright  says  that  the  first  house,  which 
he  built,  insured  and  then  burned,  was 
in  Portland,  soon  after  he  met  Currier. 
The  arson  ring  collected  $1800  insurance 
on  that  job,  he  admitted.  Among  the 
other  fires,  confessed  as  part  of  his  crimes, 
are  the  following: 

In  1910,  at  Richmond,  Contra  Costa 
county,  two  houses;  insurance  collected, 
$1890. 

County  Line,  Contra  Costa  county,  one 
house,  insurance  collected,  $850. 

Portland,  Ore.,  one  house,  failed  to  burn 
down. 

Oakland,  one  house  at  Forty-eighth  ave- 
nue and  the  Foothill  boulevard;  collected 
$350  insurance.  One  house  at  Eighty- 
second  avenue  and  the  Foothill  boulevard; 
collected  $500. 

In  1912,  Los  Angeles,  one  house,  col- 
lected  $800. 

Tremont  Station,  Los  Angeles,  two 
houses;  collected  $2400. 


In  Its  Forty-fifth  Year 
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iJeverly  Hills,  Los  Angeles,  one  house; 
insurance  collected,  $800. 

South  Tacoma,  Wash.,  one  house;  insur- 
ance collected,  $700. 

Tacoma,  Wash.,  one  house;  insurance 
collected,  $841. 

South  Columbus,  Seattle,  one  house;  in- 
surance collected,  $800. 

Santa  Monica,  two  cottages;  insurance 
collected,   $1000. 

In  1913,  San  Jose,  two  houses;  insurance 
collected,  $1400. 

Englewood,  Cal.,  one  cottage;  insurance 
collected,  $800. 

Los  Angeles,  one  house;  insurance  col- 
lected,  $1400. 

Pasadena,  one  cottage;  insurance  col- 
lected, $250. 

Calexieo,  one  house;  failed  to  burn. 

In  1914,  Ocean  Beach,  Cal.,  two  houses; 
insurance  collected,  $2000. 

In  191.5,  Oakland,  house  at  4100  Thirty- 
ninth  avenue;  insurance  collected  $700. 


It  is  asserted  that  an  800-aere  feed  fire 
near  Oakdale,  Cal.,  was  caused  by  sparks 
struck  by  a  stumbling  saddle-horse's  iron 
shoe.  The  writer  has  seen  horseshoe  sparks 
large  enough  to  fire  dry  grass.  In  this 
case  the  horse  slipped  and  his  shoe  grazed 
a  rock.  The  rider  jumped  and  seized  his 
saddle-blanket,  but  the  fire  spread  too  fast 
to  be  beaten   out  by  one  man. 


Aberdeen,  Wash.,  Oct.  15.  —  Our  new 
7,250,000  gals  concrete  reservoir  is  com- 
pleted. Has  a  turbine  pump  with  capacity 
of  4,000,000  gals,  water  every  24  Iiours. 
Water  is  20  ft.  deep  in  reservoir. 


The  Sterling  Fire,  of  Indianapolis,  repre- 
se^ited  by  Dixwell  Hewitt,  has  $850,000 
capital  paid  up.  It  has  a  reinsurance  con- 
tract with  the  Hartford  Fire. 


Lloyds  of  London,  as  regards  fire  risks, 
are  now  in  bad  repute.  This  is  largely  due 
to  the  great  war. 


Continental  (Fire)  stock  is  "900   asked" 
and  "880  bid." 


Service  Performed  by  Fire  Insurance 
Companies 

From  an  Address  by  R.  W.  Osborn,  Manager  Penn- 
sylvania F:re  Ins.  Co.,  at  the  World's  Insurance 
Congress 

The  enormous  fire  waste  of  this  coun- 
try is  slowly  but  surely  undermining  the 
industrial  and  eeonom_ie  life  of  society. 
We  can  no  more  continue  this  devastation 
of  wealth  and  withstand  its  consequences 
than  can  a  bank  outlive  the  "run"  in 
times  of  panic.  Instead  of  devoting  so 
much  thought  and  energy  to  uprooting  fun- 
damental principles,  the  modern  Legisla- 
ture can  prove  a  benefit  to  society  by  in- 
augurating some  laws  to  control  the 
profligacy  of  our  people  and  the  waste  of 
the  Nation. 

¥:  ^  * 

When  the  fire  fiend  throws  his  stream 
of  flame  into  the  great  industrial  centers 
conflagration  results,  and  when  we  view 
the  great  conflagrations  of  this  country 
we  are  most  palsied  with  the  thought  of 
the  terrible  loss  to  life  and  property,  and 
yet  insurance  standing  like  the  Colossus 
of  Ehodes,  the  great  stream  of  claimants 
pass  beneath  its  beacon  light  and  are 
served  as  at  no  other  time  in  the  history 
of  man. 

Great  American  Conflagrations 

A  partial  review  of  the  more  important 
conflagrations  of  our  own  country  reveals 
some  twenty-four  since  the  Chicago  fire, 
and  involving  hundreds  of  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  insurance  interests.  The  most 
notable  were  Chicago,  Boston,  Jackson- 
ville, Paterson,  Baltimore,  San  Francisco 
and  Chelsea,  but  there  are  others  which 
need  not  blush  in  the  comparison.  The 
most  frightful  of  all  was,  of  course,  that 
of  this  city,  in  which  the  insurance  com- 
panies redeemed  through  their  obligations 
over  $180,000,000.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  in  the  Baltimore  fire  some  $15,000,000 
of  loss  was  sustained  by  insurance  com- 
panies, and  this  only  preceded  the  San 
Francisco  conflagration  by  two  years,  yet 
underwriting  interests  were  in  a  position 
after  the  one  staggering  blow  to  meet  the 
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greater  and  more  crushing   one.     The  toll 
was  heavy. 

Is  this  not  achievement?  Does  this  not 
excite  the  admiration  of  thinking  men. 
and  should  we  not  feel  proud  that  each  of 
us  have  given  life  and  thought  to  the  de- 
velopment of  a  great  system  that  can  do 
these  things,  prove  a  mighty  aegis  of  pro- 
tection, and  yet  survive  to  continue  that 
confidence  which  in  turn  makes  the  great 
commercialism  of  the  world  pursue  its 
daily  work,  convinced  that  o'er  the  tower- 
ing frame  of  commerce  is  erected  that 
great  shield  which  underwriting  has 
reared?  The  profession  to  which  we  owe 
allegiance  has  by  no  means  reached  that 
stage  of  perfection  where  captious  criti- 
cism may  not  be  incited  or  where  honest 
difference  of  opinion  may  not  be  invoked; 
but  it  is  moving  onward  and  upward,  and 
bravely  endeavoring  to  solve  its  own  deep 
l^roblems,  and  it  may  be  counted  upon  to 
achieve  its  victory. 


Sexton's  "Fire  Insurance" 

A  technical  work  which  cannot  fall  short 
of  becoming  a  standard  has  just  been  pub- 
lished in  San  Francisco.  It  is  "Fire  In- 
surance," by  William  Sexton,  recognized 
authority,  pioneer  in  Pacific  slope  insurance 
work,  beloved  as  "Cncle  Bill"  by  hosts, 
and  till  a  comparatively  short  time  ago, 
when  he  retired,  general  adjuster  of  The 
Fireoiau's  Fund. 

Here  is  a  pocket-size  volume  crammed 
with  good  things,  covering  insurance  from 
the  vave  man  to  the  Kinne  rule.  It  is  at 
once  compact  and  thorough;  the  index,  for 
example,  has  close  to  three  hun<lred  head- 
ings, And  if  Mr.  Sexton  says  a  thing,  it's 
so.  He  brings  to  this  exposition  of  insur- 
ance problems  not  only  the  experience  of 
derades,  but  that  sound  sense  which  went 
far,  with  his  spirit  of  fairness,  to  giving  him 
the  position  he  occupies  in  the  business. 

The  entire  field  is  covered  in  this  work, 
but  ratlier  more  attention  is  paid  to  adjust- 
ment than  to  underwriting.  It  is  a  record 
of  practice  which  embraces  all  phases  of  tlie 
work  so  completely  that  it  stands  is  a  rec- 


ord of  the  technique  of  insurance  as  it  has 
been  evolved  through  many  years.  The 
basic  rules,  preferred  methods  of  procedure, 
pi'actical  examples  of  ditiiculties,  and  their 
solution  set  out  in  rule  and  tabulated  object 
lesson — and  even  in  these  the  human  side 
is  not  oyerlookel — all  these  points  and 
plenty  of  others  make  "Fire  Insurance"  a 
work  which  no  field  man  can  afford  to  be 
without  and  gives  it  a  value  scarcely  slighter 
for  other  insurance  workers.  There  are  few 
men  in  America  who  know  as  ranch  about 
insurance  as  William  Sexton,  and  what  he 
knows  is  put  before  the  reader  here  in  a 
manner  that  makes  understanding  easy, 
from  the  more  elementary  points  to  the 
most  involved  and  abtruse. 

The  book  is  published  by  The  Coast  Re- 
view, 122  Halleck  Street,  San  Francisco. 
The  price  is  two  dollars. — Fireman's  Fund 
Record. 


Wiped  Out  bv  Fire  Three  Times 

Winlock,  Wash.,  is  said  to  be  thriving. 
While  the  O'Connell  Lumber  Co.,  burned 
two  years  ago  has  not  been  rebuilt,  the  other 
mill,  belongingto  the  J.  A.  Vanness  Lumber 
Co.,  burned  August  8,  is  being  rebuilt. 
Each  company  owns  timber  in  the  vicinity 
in  quantity  to  last  40  years.  Tlie  fire  de- 
partment is  housed  in  the  new  brick  city- 
hall.  The  AVinlock  hotel  is  of  "fire-proof" 
construction.  Nearly  every  business  house 
is  of  stone  or  concrete  construction.  In  six 
years  Winlock  has  been  virtually  wiped  out 
by  fire  three  times.  Besides,  live  saw-mills 
have  been  burned.  Stump  lan<l  is  for  sale 
at  $20  an  acre. 


When  the  war  broke  out  tlie  London  <&  Lan- 
cashire Fire  was  writing  a  small  business  in 
Germany  and  Turkey  but  none  in  Austria. 
The  company's  investments  in  enemy 
countries  was  only  some  $170,000,  on  which 
the  depreciation  was  about  2S  percent,  all 
written  off. 


The  Royal  Exchange  paid    10  percent   divi- 
dend for  1!»14. 


Basements  are  always  fire- breeders. 


We  Conserve  and  Preserve 
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ADDITIONAL  OREGON  FIRE  FIGURES 

Prems,  Losses 

Automobile $      132  $    .    . 

Century 3,992  5,316 

Continental 42,179  39,255 

Dubuque 5,775  4,386 

General 6.113  13,831 

Girard 3,887  19,303 

Glens  Falls 9,534  13,298 

Lumber 2,448  9,408 

Michigan  Com'l  ....      6,863  9,792 

Nationale 8,995  16,289 

New  Brunswick  ....    20,780  29,636 

Northern,  N.  Y.      .    .  3,878  3,068 

North  River 17,686  10,045 

Pacific  States    35,214  60,790 

Phenix,  Paris.       ...      6,318  1,843 

Reliance 5,391  8,419 

Sterling 1,226  1,947 

United  States 18,047  26,008 

Williamsburg  City  .    .    .    27,346  29,337 

Yorkshire 6,114  20,987 

The  above  are  the  figures  of  companies 
which  failed  to  report  them  for  the  Coast 
Review  Fire  Chart.  They  are  taken  from 
the  Oregon  insurance  commissioner's  report. 
The  total  net  fire  premiums  for  Oregon  in 
1914  are  given  as  $2,468,244  and  the  losses 
incurred  as  $2,590,359.  The  losses  paid 
were  $2,50S,661 — but  the  losses  paid  less 
reinsurances  were  only  $1,726,901. 


Additional  Arizona  Fire  Fi 

Prems. 

Girard       $  3,951 

Glens  Falls 6,726 

Michigan  Commercial  .    .      4,859 

New  Brunswick 3,938 

North  River 4,667 


gures 


Losses 
1,253 
1,356 
549 
108 
6,228 


Why? 

Why  should  a  fire  underwriter  turn  down 
the  risk  of  a  man  with  a  bad  fire  record  and 
write  the  risk  of  a  man  with  a  bad  embezzle- 
ment record  ? 

Why  are  good  speakers  and  good  singers 
poor  thinkers,  as  a  general  thing  ? 


OREGON  MARINE   BUSINESS 

Prems. 

^Etna $      429 

Alliance 1,119 

Automobile 95 

Brit.  &  Foreign    ....  46,873 

Boston 15 

Commercial  Union     .    .  2,021 

Federal 1,752 

Fireman's  Fund  ....  13,386 

Home 937 

Ins.  Co.  North  Amer.  .  7,469 

Mannheim 2,969 

Marine       2,813 

Massachusetts 78 

Nord  Deutsche     ....  1,898 

Phoenix  Assur 4,130 

Prov.-Wash 3,108 

Queen 24 

Royal  Ex 495 

Royal —  1 

St.  Paul 5,954 

Thames  &  Mersey  .    .    .  9,435 

Union  Marine 2,261 

United  States  Lloyds  .    .  95 

Western  Assur.       .    .    .  1,288 

Totals $  112,451 


IN  1914 

Losses  Inc. 
$     .    . 
2,918 

23,762 


138 
75,800 

12,108 
5,900 

160 
4,683 
4,912 
5,450 

—14 

22.787 

788 

1,026 

2,223 


I  162,657 


Marine. — The  seaman's  act,  as  passed  by 
Congress  at  the  behest  of  the  seamen's 
union,  applies  to  foreign  ships  next  March, 
if  enforced.  The  law  as  to  United  States 
merchant  marine  could  not  be  enforced  on 
the  date  set  and  has  been  temporarily  sus- 
pended. The  law  requires  that  40  percent 
of  the  deck  crew  must  measure  up  to  stand- 
ards of  technical  and  physical  fitness.  Of 
2,500  seaman  at  San  Francisco,  less  than 
1,000  applied  for  examination.  Only  132 
had  been  passed  by  the  doctors  on  the  day 
the  law  was  supposed  to  go  into  effect.  The 
percentage  of  rejections  for  physical  unfit- 
ness was  8. 


Some  men  need  a  strange  book  to  wake 
them  up.  If  you  are  not  fully  awake,  search 
and  find  that  book  and  read  it. 


The  Pensylvania  Fire  is  now  writing  fire, 
theft  and  collision  marine  hazards,  under  a 
marine  form. 


Bureaucracy  is  getting  this  country  in  its 
fast  grip  fast.  "Hands  on  your  pocket- 
book!" 
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LIFE    INSURANCE 


Equitable    Life  Must  Give  an  Accounting 

In  Equitable  Life  Assur.  So.  v.  Hardin, 
178  S.  W.  1155  (S.  W.  Eeporter  Oct.  27), 
the  court  of  appeals  of  Kentucky  held  that 

An  insurer  issuing  a  policy  of  life  insur- 
ance for  a  certain  amount  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  annual  premiums  during  the  in- 
sired's  life,  providing  that  the  policy  should 
participate  in  its  profits,  became  a  trustee 
for  the  policyholder. 

A  suit  by  insured's  representative  is  of 
equitable  cognizance,  entitling  plaintiflF  to 
an  accounting  and  to  an  inspection  of  in- 
surer's books  and  records. 

Court  should  have  asked  only  for  records 
relating  to  policy  sued  on. 

It  is  the  insurer's  duty  to  keep  an  account 
touching  the  trust  fund,  and  to  render  an 
account  to  the  insured. 


The  Prudential  Is  40  Years  Old 

Forty  years  ago,  four  years  after  the  Coast 
Review  issued  its  first  number,  the  late 
Senator  John  F.  Dryden  organized  the  Pru- 
dential Friendly  Society.  A  month  later  the 
first  industrial  policy  written  in  this  country 
was  issued  by  the  new  society.  A  year  later, 
after  hard  i>ioneering,  there  were  4,816  poli- 
cies in  force  for  $443,072,  all  on  the  indus- 
trial plan.  In  the  following  or  second  year 
tlie  name  was  changed  to  The  Prudential 
Insurance  Company  of  America.  It  was  not 
until  1886  that  the  pioneer  Prudential  began 
writing  what  is  known  as  ordinary  policies. 

The  Prudential  now  has  13  million  policies 
in  force,  insuring  over  $2,600,000,000.  It  is 
a  mutual  company,  and  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, December  6,  poHcyholders  will  elect 
directors. 


Among  the  death  claims  recently  paid  by 
the  New  York  Life  are  these:  San  Fran- 
cisco, Abraham  Lengfeld,  $19,023;  Los 
Angeles,  T.  F.  Hamer,  $10,016;  Alameda, 
Geo.  S.  McKenzie,  ins.  agt. ,  So.dOO;  Coa- 
linga,  Philip  B.  Daubenspeck,  $5,040;  Long 
Beach,  Franklin  Hoblit,  $6,309;  Bakersfield, 
Austin  F.  Stoner,  $5,000;  Colorado  Springs, 


Frank  F.  Costello,  $10,000;  Grand  Junction, 
Colo.,  Walter  S.  Sullivan,  $5,000;  Helena, 
Mont.,  Christmas  G.  Evans,  $5,000;  Great 
Falls,  J.  Herbert  Ricker,  $5,008;  East  Las 
Vegas,  Henry  L.  Waldo,  $10,000;  Salt  Lake, 
Harry  Ganz,  $13,006. 


Southern  Policies  in  the  Time  of  the 
Civil  War 

Daring  the  Civil  War  in  the  L^nited  States 
many  policyholders  in  the  South,  through 
no  fault  of  theirs,  were  unable  to  continue 
payment  of  their  premiums,  and  their  poli- 
cies lapsed  accordingly.  Prior  to  the  out- 
break of  hostilities,  as  the  danger  of  a  con- 
flict grew  more  threatening,  many  Southern 
policyholders  had  sought  to  surrender  their 
insurance  for  its  cash  value,  and  all  applica- 
tions of  the  kind  had  been  freely  granted. 
It  had  been  the  practice  of  The  Mutual  Life 
from  the  beginning  to  allow  a  cash  surrender 
value  to  withdrawing  policyholders  when 
applied  for  before  default,  but  this  privilege 
was  not  available  after  default,  and  neither 
the  policies  of  this  nor  of  any  other  company 
in  that  early  day  provided  for  extended  in- 
surance. No  legal  claim,  therefore,  existed 
against  the  company  for  benefit  of  any  kind 
under  the  lapsed  policies.  Nevertheless  the 
company  recognized  the  existence  in  a 
mutual  companj^  of  a  moral  claim  for  the 
cash  value  for  which  such  a  policy  might 
have  been  surrendered  at  date  of  default, 
and  this  cash  value  was  therefore  tendered 
to  the  holders  of  all  such  policies,  or  their 
beneficiaries,  and  was  "very  generally  and 
appreciatively"  accepted.  (23  Annual  Re- 
port, Page  25.) — Mutual  Interests. 


The  Mutual  Life  of  New  York  during  the 
five  weeks  ending  August  14  paid  528  death 
claims  for  $1,795, 212.  The  largest  was  $60,- 
500  oh  a  real  estate  agent  in  Tennessee. 
This  company  has  paid  $551,000,000  death 
claims  to  date. 


A  one  year  probation  policy  on  impaired 
lives  is  being  issued  by  the  Illinois  Life. 
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Prestige  in  Life  Insurance  Soliciting 

We  don't  know  how  much  money  you 
have.  But  no  matter  how  large  the 
amount,  it  is  not  worth  so  much  to  you 
as  your  standing  in  the  business  world — 
your  prestige. 

Prestige  is  a  strange  attribute.  You 
can't  sell  it  for  money  without  losing  by 
the  transaction.  Yet  you  use  it  to  make 
money,  and  at  the  same  time  you  keep  it. 
It  is  like  capital.  You  can  expend  your 
capital  and  in  a  short  time  be  broke.  Or 
you  can  put  it  out  at  interest  and  it  will 
grow. 

You  thought  of  your  prestige  when  you 
decided  to  represent  a  good  life  insurance 
company.  You  knew  it  could  not  suffer  if 
you  should  write  your  customers  just  what 
insurance  they  need — no  more,  no  less. 
You  knew  it  was  a  proper  part  of  your 
business,  your  duty,  in  fact,  to  place  them 
in  a  sound  company. 

Yet  some  insurance  men  believe  a 
hanker  should  sell  his  prestige  to  the  agent 
of  any  old  company  for  a  tip — a  "ten" 
or  a  "twenty"  munificently  given.  They 
would  make  him  a  menial,  a  bell-hop. 

A  tip  is  an  unearned  gratuity — a  graft. 
The  banker  who  accepts  it  surrenders  a 
part  of  his  prestige.  He  may  gain  a  litth? 
of  his  customer's  cash,  but  eventually  he 
loses  much  of  his  customer's  confidence. 
But  the  compensation  which  you  receive 
for  real  service  rendered  your  clients  is 
not  a  tip.     It  is  merited — every  cent  of  It. 

It  is  the  policyholders  themselves — not 
the  company- — that,  in  the  final  analysis, 
pay  commissions.  All  who  carry  insur- 
ance for  one  year  only  are  an  expense  to 
the  persistent  policyholders.  Therefore, 
when  you  sell  only  as  much  insurance  as 
your  clients  can  carry  from  year  to  year, 
you  serve  best  the  policyholders  and  your 
customers  as  well. 

It  is  your  prestige  which  enables  you  to 
induce  a  prospect  to  afford  his  dependents 
and  himself  adequate  protection.  If  you 
use  that  prestige  properly,  it  will  grow  and 
bring  you  ever-increasing  dividends, — 
Arnett's  Annotations. 


Term    Insurance    Is    The    Undependable 
Short  Road 

Two  wayfarers  and  their  families  stood 
on  the  edge  of  a  desert  debating  which 
road  to  take  to  cross  it.  One  road  was 
long,  but  it  was  a  series  of  short  stages 
between  oases  and  ended  on  the  other  side 
in  a  peaceful  green  valley.  The  other  road 
was  short.  Its  first  stage  was  down  an- 
other green  valley,  by  the  end  of  which 
a  long  and  rich  caravan  sometimes  passed 
in  its  journey  across  the  desert  to  a  big 
city  of  luxury   and   magnificence. 

If  the  wayfarer  who  traveled  afoot 
could  meet  with  a  caravan  at  the  end  of 
this  valley,  he  could  make  his  journey 
easily  across  the  desert,  because  a  caravan 
always  carried  plenty  of  food  and  water. 
But  if  he  did  not  meet  with  the  caravan 
he  would  have  to  return  uphill  to  where 
he  started,  as  he  could  not  carry  sufficient 
food  and  water  to  last  him  to  the  next 
oasis,  and  caravans  passed  by  the  valley 
only  once  in  many  years. 

"I'll  take  the  short,  easy  road  down 
the  valley,"  said  one.  "I'll  have  food  to 
protect  me  and  mine  until  the  caravan 
comes  and  then  it  will  be  a  jolly  journey 
to  the  big  city." 

"Only  one  man  in  twenty  ever  connects 
with  that  caravan,  I'm  told,"  said  the 
other.  "I'll  take  the  long  road.  The  food 
I  carry  and  the  water  I  shall  find  at  the 
twenty  oases  on  my  way  will  protect  me 
and  mine  until  I  reach  the  peaceful,  green 
valley." 

The  two  wayfarers  and  their  families 
parted.  The  one  who  took  the  short  road 
with  his  family  missed  the  caravan.  For- 
tunately they  made  their  way  back  up 
the  valley.  Then,  tired  and  weak,  they 
had  to  cross  by  the  long  road  after  all. 
The  one  who  took  that  route  in  the  be- 
ginning reached  the  peaceful,  green  valley 
in  safety  with  his  family. 

The  man  who  buys  term  insurance  tries 
to  take  the  short  road.  He  depends  on 
joining  a  caravan — getting  rich.  But  only 
one  in  twenty  joins  it — nineteen  out  of 
twenty    men    fail    in    business — the    other 
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niueteen  have  to  climb  back  up  the  valley, 
and  older  and  weaker  financially  than  be- 
fore, they  have  to  take  the  long  road 
after  all.  But  some  are  too  weak  to  travel 
and  never  know  the  happiness  of  those 
who  take  the  long  road  in  the  first  place. 
— Arnett's  Annotations. 


Use  the  Mortality  Table  When  Canvassing 

Supposing  yon  were  to  take  100  men  at 
random  off  the  street,  lock  them  in  a  room, 
and  say  to  them :  "We  will  now  draw  lots 
to  see  which  one  of  you  gentlemen  is  to  die 
during  the  next  year,  but  before  announc- 
ing the  name  of  the  man  who  is  to  die, 
everyone  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
insure  his  life,  if  he  so  desires."  Is  there 
much  doubt  in  your  mind  that  every  man 
in  the  room  would  immediately  sign  an 
application  for  life  insurance? 

Statistics  show  that  if  yon  were  to  gather 
100  men  at  random  off  the  street,  the 
chances  are  that  their  mortality  would  run 
about  1  percent  for  the  first  year;  in  other 
words,  that  one  man  out  of  the  hundred 
men  would  die  within  a  year;  so  that  if  you 
could  get  your  100  men  together,  while  you 
could  not  say  to  them  that  you  would  an- 
nounce the  name  of  the  unfortunate  one 
who  would  die,  you  could  say,  that  accord- 
ing to  mortality  tables  one  man  among 
them  would  pass  away  within  a  year. 

At  the  back  of  your  rate-book  you  will 
find  the  American  Table  of  Mortality,  which 
will  show-  you  the  number  of  men  that  will 
die  out  of  one  thousand  at  any  given  age; 
it  will  also  show  you  the  expectation  of  life 
at  any  given  age.  These  tables,  if  used 
properly,  can  be  made  very  interesting  to 
your  prospect,  and  will  often  aid  you  in 
landing  an  application.  Tell  a  man  aged 
thirty-five  that  he  has  an  expectation  of 
life  of  less  tlian  thirty-two  years  and  it  is 
bound  to  make  him  think — he  has  already 
lived  more  than  half  of  the  lifetime  of 
persons  of  his  age!  If,  after  this  informa- 
tion has  been  tactfully  conveyed  to  him,  the 
further  fact,  that  out  of  one  thousand  men 
aged  thirty-five  nine  will  die  within  a  year, 
is  put  before  him,  it  is  likely  to  make  any 
man   think  seriously   about  life    insurance 


which  can  be  made  not  only  to  protect  his 
family  in  event  of  his  death  but  also  to  pro- 
tect him  against  poverty  in  his  old  age. 

If  you  are  not  already  doing  so,  make  use 
of  the  Anieriran  Table  of  Mortality  to  bring 
home  to  your  prospects  the  uncertainty  of 
life.  Thos.  A.  Buckner. 


Credulous  Man 

Secretary  Blackburn  of  the  American  Life 
Convention  is  prepared  to  believe  that  an 
insurance  publisher  who  will  lie  about  his 
circulation  will  not  swear  to  that  lie. 


But  the  name  may  explain  the  same. 
Trouble  is  brewing,  for  Olga  Walsh  is  suing 
the  great  Mutual  Life,  and  threatening  long 
legal  strife  if  it  has  the  nerve  to  invest  her 
little  policy  reserve  in  a  loan  to  any  dam 
nation  for  which  siie  iiopes  damnation. 


The  Association  of  Life  Insurance  Presi- 
dents meets  in  New  York,  December  9  and 
10.  Our  inability  to  accept  invitation  to 
attend  is  keenly  regretted  but  on  those 
dates  we  gather  the  eggs  on  our  ranch. 


Prudential  Policyholders  Select  Directors 

As  a  result  of  the  mutualization  of  The 
Prudential  Insurance  Company  of  America 
the  millions  of  Prudential  policyholders 
will  on  December  6th,  for  the  first  time,  be 
privileged  to  select  the  company's  direc- 
tors. The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
home  office  of  the  company  at  Newark,  N. 
J.,  and  the  personal  or  proxy  vote  of  each 
policyholder  is  earnestly  solicited  and 
urged  by  President  Forrest  F.  Dry  den. 
The  policyholders'  trustee,  Hon.  Austen 
Colgate,  will  be  required  to  vote  the  pol- 
icyholders' stock  in  accordance  with  the 
selection  made  at  the  policyholders'  meet- 
ing at  the  meeting  of  stockholders  held 
at  the  same  place  on  January  10,  1916.  The 
policyholders  now  own  this  great  institu- 
tion. Letters  sent  to  them  invite  their 
presence  at  the  meeting  or  their  vote  by 
proxy.  Every  policyholder  over  age 
twenty,  with  a  policy  in  force  a  year,  will 
be  entitled  to  a  vote  at  this  meeting. 
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Ancient  Order  United  Workmen  in  Liqui- 
dation —  Will  Pay  27  Cents  on  the 
Dollar 

Albany,  X.  Y.,  October  29, 191o. 

It  was  announced  at  the  state  insurance 
department  that  Superintendent  Jesse  S. 
Phillips  has  completed  the  liquidation  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  has  today  filed  his  final  report.  The 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  is  re- 
puted to  be  the  oldest  fraternal  order  in  the 
United  States;  and  the  New  Y'ork  grand 
lodge,  which  was  a  beneficiary  jurisdiction 
of  the  supreme  lodge  or  national  body,  was 
incorporated  under  the  insurance  law  of 
this  state  and  has  been  in  existence  since 
1873. 

During  the  earlier  years  the  membership 
of  the  New  York  grand  lodge  exceeded  40,- 
000.  Prior  to  1904  the  rate  charged  to  mem- 
bers for  insurance  was  one  dollar  per  thous- 
and per  month,  wiiich  proved  inadequate  to 
pay  the  current  claims  for  death  benefits. 
After  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
unpaid  claims  for  death  benefits  had  accu- 
mulated the  rates  were  increased.  A  whole- 
sale withdrawal  of  members  who  were  un- 
willing or  unable  to  pay  such  increased 
rates  followed. 

When  the  business  of  the  order  was  taken 
over  by  the  insurance  department  in  April, 
1915,  the  membership  had  been  reduced  to 
less  than  1,800,  the  liability  of  the  order  for 
unpaid  death  claims,  as  ascertained  and  re- 
ported by  Superintendent  Phillips,  aggre- 
gated §383,484.14,  and  the  assets  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  $97,300.14.  The  living  mem- 
bers of  the  order  were  reinsured  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United    Workmen  of  Connecticut. 

The  report  shows  assets  on  hand  amount- 
ing to  $105,562.97,  from  which  will  be  de- 
ducted §657.91  for  expenses,  leaving  a  total 
of  $104,905.06  for  distribution  among  the 
creditors.  This  amount  is  suQicient  to  pay 
a  dividend  of  slightly  more  than  twenty- 
seven  percent  to  the  567  claimants  for  death 
benefits. 


A.  O.  U.  W.  in  California 

For  awhile  very  prosperous  and  disin- 
clined to  help  the  embarrassed  big  grand 
lodge. 

But  now  humble  and  hat  in  hand. 

Such  is  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  California  grand  lodge. 

For  yeai's  it  has  been  behind  with  its 
death  claims. 

It  could  not  pay. 

It  can  not  pay. 

But  the  California  insurance  commis- 
sioner jumps  into  the  ring  and  shows  his 
astronomical  knowledge  of   starry  finance. 

The  high  officials  of  the  grand  lodge,  a 
former  governor,  a  present  congressman,  a 
lawyer  and  a  physician  do  not  know  as 
much  as  the  commissioner,  who  owns  Span- 
ish castles  in  the  air. 

For  years  the  death  claims  have  been 
accumulating.  Everybody  in  the  order 
knew  it — everybody  but  the  insurance  com- 
missioner. Back  files  of  the  Coast  Eeview 
are  peppered  with  remarks  on  the  toboggan 
sliding  order. 

Now  the  grand  lodge  owes  $300,000  back 
death  claims,  but  the  action  of  the  commis- 
sioner is  causing  so  many  members  to  with- 
draw that  it  is  doubtful  if  the  order  will  ever 
pay  these  claims. 

The  Secretary  (Spencer)  says  the  commis- 
sioner "demanded  that  we  assess  our  back 
reserves  against  the  certificate-holders,  and 
we  have  done  so.  The  whole  trouble  is  due 
to  the  repudiation  by  the  supreme  lodge  of 
the  order  in  1906  of  the  obligations  of  the 
California  branch." 


The  suit  of  Bell  v.  the  Union  Central,  to 
determine  the  right  of  the  company  to  pay 
$400,000  stock  dividend  out  of  the  profits  of 
the  non-participating  policies  has  been  dis- 
missed, by  mutual  agreement.  The  defend- 
ant company  paid  all  expenses  of  the 
plaintiff  policyholder. 


Will    t  ti  e    Columbian     National    spring 
another  surprise? 


The  Prudential  rock  of  Gibraltar  has  been 
boldly  "lifted"  by  tiie  High  Rock  Knitting 
Co.  of  Philmont,  N.  Y.  The  gall  of  some 
people! 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


59    Companies   Liquidated   Without 
Looting 

The  records  show  that  the  New  York 
state  insurance  department  has  liquidated 
59  companies  since  ^lay,  1909,  when  the 
Hquidation  law  was  enacted,  of  which  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  is  the  36th  to  be  completed. 
Assets  aggregating  over  §8,000,000  have 
been  handled  by  the  liquidation  bureau, 
and  an  enormous  saving  has  resulted  to  the 
policyholders  and  creditors  of  insolvent  in- 
surance corporations,  the  legal  expenses 
being  nominal. 


Sacramento 

This  capital  city  has  an  insufficient  water 
supply — a  sort  of  hand-to-mouth  supply, 
with  all  receipts  consumed  day  by  day. 
The  fire  underwriters  some  time  ago  sur- 
veyed Sacramento,  took  into  consideration 
all  defects  of  water  supply  and  fire  protec- 
tion, and  raised  the  rates  all  round.  But 
the  new  rates  still  remain  unenforced  for 
some  reasons,  although  the  conflagration 
hazard  is  dangerously  increased  by  the  in- 
sufficient water  supply  in  an  emergency. 


French  fire  and  accident  insurance  com- 
panies report  less  losses.  The  incendiaries 
are  at  the  front,  and  temporary  disabilities 
have  greatly  decreased.  The  doctors  and 
ambulance  chasers  are  also  at  the  front. 
So  L' Argus. 

The  United  States  Casualty  has  been 
steadily  losing  money  on  its  liability  account, 
with  loss  ratios  ranging  in  the  60' s.  Losses 
and  expenses  are  often  equal  or  near  to  or 
more  than  the  premiums.  The  president  is 
said  to  know  a  Lott. 

The  Union  Health  and  Accident  (of  Den- 
ver) has  to  its  "credit"  loss  and  expense 
ratios  of  101,  102  and  96.  Oh,  mama!  But 
it  pays  dividends  to  its  stockholders. 

Tiie  recent  examination  of  the  U.  S. 
branch  of  the  Ocean  shows  this  loss  exper- 
ience in  this  country:  liability  61. 0  and 
workmen's  compensation  55.2  percent 


Ackno  wled  ged 

Live    Articles    on    Accident    Prevention, 
from  The  Weekly  L^nderwriter.     Price  $1.05. 


My  Eastern  contemporaries  appear  to 
have  been  afraid  to  break  their  noo-tral-ty 
by  printing  this  part  of  Chairman  Hedden's 
address  on  "Conditions  of  Plate  Glass  In- 
surance: " 

"The  foreign  director  of  the  plate  glass 
department  of  the  Fidelity  &  Deposit  still 
resides  at  Berlin  and  is  a  great  favorite  with 
the  Kaiser.  He  is  tlie  only  person  allowed 
to  wear  a  red  necktie  in  the  imperial  pres- 
ence. It  is  reported  that  he  has  been 
recently  decorated  by  the  Emperor  for  prov- 
ing to  the  war  department  that  the  bombs 
filled  with  poisonous  chlorine  gases  were 
far  less  eflfective  as  weapons  of  ofi'ense  than 
if  the  shells  were  filled  with  a  mixture  of 
sauerkraut,  liniberger  and  onions.  The 
hotter  the  weatlier  the  more  eflfective  they 
are.  They  are  also  more  economical  as  the 
cost  of  one  gas  bomb  represents  20  bbls.  of 
sauerkraut  and  one  ton  of  liniberger.  Fur- 
ther, it  keeps  the  commissionary  depart- 
ment at  tiie  front  of  the  aruiy  instead  of  at 
the  rear." 


A  Wisconsin  court  has  ruled  that  typhoid 
is  an  industrial  accident  for  which  the  em- 
ployer, furnishing  the  water,  is  liable.  This 
is  hard  on  Sacramento  employers. 


"Larceny,"  as  distinguished  from  "em- 
bezzlement," rests  on  a  trespass  or  wrong 
to  the  possession,  and  where  one  gains  pos- 
session of  proi>erty  so  as  to  constitute  a  bare 
charge  of  custody,  or  procures  it  by  subter- 
fuge, he  does  not  divest  tlie  constructive 
possession  of  the  owner,  and  the  ofifense  of 
appropriating  the  property  is  larceny.  —  69 
So.  255. 


The  Casualty  Co.  of  America    had    a  65 
percent  accident  loss  ratio  last  year. 


National  Surety  stock  has  been  admitted 
to  the  New  Stock  Exchange. 
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— Agents  Wanted 

to  solicit  for  our  several  publications  —  any- 
where,   everywhere,    on   terms    very    fair, 
indeed  so  generous  as  to  make   you    stare. 
Address  the  Pnblishair. 
— New  Accident  Hazard 

Down  South  a  negro  laborer  was  found  dead 
in  a  silo.  An  autopsy  revealed  tlie  surpris- 
ing fact  that  he  had  been  asphyxiated  by 
fumes  from  the  fermenting  contents  of  the 
silo. 

— Warning 

The  fact  that  a  state  insurance  department 
license  is  not  certain  evidence  of  worth  and 
solvency  is  again  shown  by  the  exploding 
bubble  American  Assuiance  Co.  (life)  of 
Pennsylvania. 
— Quite  Comfortable, 

thank  you,  we  are  in  our  temporary  office 
at  122  Halleck  street.  For  the  first  time  in 
eight  years  we  have  sunshine  and  are  now 
sun-worshipers.  It  is  good  to  be  where 
there  are  no  elevators.  Our  stenographer 
has  grown  ten  years  younger  and  quit  swear- 
ing. Our  editor  now  seems  safe  and  sane 
and  happy  to  be  able  to  swear  at  the  print- 
ers through  the  partition  and  not  over  the 
telephone. 
— Items 

The  Southern  and  Southwestern  surety 
companies  will  combine.  Cobb  will  trot  iii 
as  president  of  a  $600,000  capital  company. 

That  was  a  hot  shot  that  T.  W.  Black- 
burn, secretary  of  the  American  Life  Con- 
vention, fired  point  blank  at  Commissioner 
Phelps  of  the  southern  California  Earl  state 
insurance  department. 

The  chief  causes  of  contractors'  failures 
are  lack  of  capital  and  too  low  bids.  Same 
for  insurance  failures. 

The  St.  Louis  suicide,  Publisher  Pree- 
torius,  had  $125,000  insurance,  in  nine  com- 
panies, with  $50,000  in  the  Northwestern 
and  lesser  amounts  in  the  Metropolitan, 
Prudential,  Massachusetts,  Equitable,  Ger- 
mania,  .Etna,  State  Mutual  and  German 
Mutual. 

The  only  thing  the  automobillygoat  is 
afraid  to  run  over  is  an  enbankment. 


— Alas,  Indeed, 

that  progressivism  has  the  country    by   the 
grip  and    is  opposed   to  wildcat   insurance 
and  rattlesnake  oil  remedies. 
— Never  Drink  Water 

from  a  running  stream  without  boiling  is 
the  advice  of  the  California  .state  board  of 
health.  The  automobile  is  now  known  to 
be  a  factor  in  the  transmission  of  typhoid 
fever.  Camping  spots  disseminate  this 
typhoid  germ. 
— Extra  War  Mortality  Claims 
in  Great  Britain,  paid  by  life  companies,  in 
the  past  twelve  months,  is  $15,000,000  or  a 
gain  of  nearly  13  percent  over  normal  ex- 
perience. 

— Medical  Diagnoses 

In  a  recent  suit  against  a  railroad  for  dam- 
ages a  physician  witness  testified  that  more 
than  50  percent  of  medical  diagnoses  are 
incorrect.  The  hospital  patient  left  and 
later  died  of  pneumonia.  The  railroad  com- 
pany was  sued  on  the  ground  of  failure  to 
discover  pneumonial  conditions  before  the 
patient  employee  was  dismis.sed  from  the 
hospital.  The  kind  jury  of  the  usual  kind 
awarded  plaintiff  §2,500  damages. 
— Item 

All  uptodate  passenger  autos  have  '  'stream 
lines."  The  front  slopes  up  and  back 
gracefully,  and  presents  no  resisting  vertical 
front  back  of  the  engine.  The  square-fronts 
or  square-heads  are  old  fellows  and  being 
unsalable  should  not  be  taxed  or  insured. 

The  Arizona  state  insurance  report  names 
seven  companies  as  withdrawing  because 
"unable  to  secure  competent  representa- 
tion:" American  Casualty,  Mutual  Bene- 
fit, Philadelphia  Life,  Prudential  Casualty, 
State  Life,  Texas  Life,  Title  G.  &  S.  What's 
the  matter  with  Arizona  insurance    men? 

Salt  Lake  will  get  the  next  convention  of 
the  state  insurance  commissioners. 

The  Occidental  Life  of  Los  Angeles  issues 
a  new  monthly  premium  disability  con- 
tract. Disability  benefits  are  payable  from 
six  to  twenty-four  months. 

The  United  Protective  (  assessment )  Life 
of  Santa  Ana  fell  gently  into  the  welcome 
arms  of  the  Occidental  Life  of  Los  Angeles 
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LOOKING    BACKWARD 


TWENTY  YEARS  AGO 

A  Detroit  court  held  that  a  death  caused 
by  tooth-pulling  is  not  an  accident. 

The  California  Roof  Insurance  Co.  was 
announced  in  San  Francisco. 

A  German  insurance  exchange  said: 
"The  first  fire  engine  was  invented  in 
1658,  by  Hans  Nauth,  a  mechanic  and  citizen 
of  Nurnberg,  Germany.  The  engine  was 
constructed  of  copper,  brass  and  iron.  It 
was  set  on  a  sledge  so  that  it  could  be  drawn 
in  front  of  the  burning  building.  The  en- 
gine consisted  of  two  boxes  with  a  capacity 
of  about  35  buciets  of  water  each.  On  each 
side  was  a  long  rod,  which  took  20  to  24  men 
to  grasp  and  pull  up  and  down.  The  faster 
they  pumped  the  higher  the  stream  of  water. 
Water  was  thrown  to  a  height  of  80  to  100 
feet.  On  the  top  of  the  box  stood  a  man 
wiio  directed  the  nozzle.  There  were  also 
small  engines,  similarly  directed,  which 
could  be  worked  by  one  man. 

The  Coast  Review  very  warmly  protested 
the  printing  of  "prompt  payment"  receipts 
in  the  local  papers. 

It  was  said  that  the  telephone  company  at 
Seattle  paid  the  city  firemen  $5  for  each 
telephone  saved.  Consequently  no  tele- 
phones were  burned. 

The  California  Indemnity  Co.  was  born 
and  died  on  about  the  same  day. 

On  California  St.,  S.  F.,  near  the  insur- 
ance center,  a  "bloomer"  restaurant  was 
established.  It  is  said  that  not  a  single 
insurance  man   patronized   this    restaurant. 

Don  A.  M.  L.  de  Ferrer,  an  assessment 
insurance  promoter,  proprietor  of  an  as- 
sessment insurance  paper  in  San  Francisco, 
was  convicted  of  bigamy  and  sent  to  San 
(^nentin  for  two  years. 


General  Agent,  JohnE.  Stevens  appointed 
George  H.  Murdock  and  Homer  E.  Osborn 
San  Francisco  agents. 

J.  C  Sidenberg,  Fidelity  and  Casualty 
cashier  in  San  Francisco,  departed  for  parts 
unknown.  Apparently  his  three-months' 
service  cost  the  company  $2,000. 

The  Preferred  Accident  refused  to  pay  the 
Grennan  claim  on  the  ground  of  suicide. 
The  man  was  drowned. 

A  German  wrote:  In  Germany  everybody 
considers  it  his  duty  to  guard  against  tire.  I 
treasure  the  recollection  of  a  tall  patrolman 
who  blew  his  long  horn  ten  times  as  he 
passed  our  street  at  night.  He  called  on 
every  citizen  to  beware  of  fire  and  light. 
We  then  looked  after  the  stoves  and  fire- 
places in  every  room.  In  the  town  where  I 
was  born,  only  one  fire  occurred  in  nearly 
fifteen  years. 

It  was  recorded  that  probably  the  first  in- 
surance of  cattle  against  lightning  was  an 
agreement  made  on  June  1,  1790,  at  Nor- 
wich, England. 

Dr.  Lemuel  Buswell  warranted  to  Phineas 
Holden,  for  the  space  of  six  years,  the  lives 
of  two  three-year-old  cows  against  lightning. 

The  Continental  of  New  York  bought  the 
Pacific  bank  property  at  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  Pine  and  Sansome  streets  for  $130,000 
cash.  This  corner  property  was  afterward 
bought  by  the  Royal  of  London. 

The  New  York  fire  chief  said  that  a  build- 
ing of  brick  and  yellow  pine,  in  case  of  fire, 
was  easier  to  handle,  and  the  contents  had 
more  chance  of  being  saved,  than  the  mod- 
ern fireproof  building.  In  the  former  the 
fire  burns  slowly,  without  a  chance  to  con- 
centrate its  heat  as  in  the  iron  and  steel 
building.  This  was  before  the  day  of 
re-inforced  concrete. 

The  Pacific  Fire  reinsured  and  withdrew 
from  California. 


Covering  the   Pacific  West 

ONE    THING    AND    ANOTHER 
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Many  years  ago  there  was  a  Safeguard  fire 
company  in  New  York.  By  the  way,  the 
Romans  named  the  Ehine  the  Safeguard 
river.     Tiie  Germans  were  on  tiie  east  bank 

and  the  Romans  on  tlie  west. 

*  »         » 

The  hquid  asset-?  of  the  spirits,  wine  and 
malt  dealers  of  Washington,  Oregon  and 
Colorado  are  declining  fast  and  will  be 
nominal  on  January  1. 

»         *         4: 

In  a  Fair  palace  I  thought  I  was  in  a 
boiler  factory — but  it  was  only  the  noise  of 
"assembling"  a  Ford. 

*  *         '» 

White  Bluffs,  Benton  county,  Wash.,  has 
been  moved  a  mile  away  to  a  new  site  on  a 
new  railroad. 

*  *         * 

The  Nut  House  at  340-350  Sansome  street, 
San  Francisco,  where  the  Halleck  block 
once  stood,  sold  at  auction,  the  other  day, 

for  ^196,000. 

*  *         » 

It  is  said  that  the  beautiful  American  $20 
gold  piece  is  fast  disappearing,  being  swal- 
lowed by  the  Federal  Reserve  bank,  which 
accepts  gold  coins  at  weight  value  only. 
Therefore,  when  the  boss  pays  you  five 
double-eagles  for  your  week's  wages,  put 
away  the  brightest  and  newest  as  a  keep- 
sake. 

«         *         « 

Spokane  welcomes  the  coming  of  the  re- 
moved Oregon  •  Washington  railway  shops. 
*     *     * 

A  representative  of  this  journal  recently 
made  a  "flying"  trip  by  rail  through  the 
arid  dry -farming  lands  of  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  Colorado  and  Kansas.  Every- 
where he  found  signs  of  irrigation.  Letters 
five  feet  high  and  alfalfa  also.  And  low 
reservoirs  and  high  premium  rates  and 
(recently)  low  underwriting  profits.  Gen- 
eral irrigation  was  noted  in  Gibson,  Piscoe, 
Picon,  King  William,  Belmont  and  other 
highland  stations  and  vicinities,  where  the 
journalist  lingered  and  imbibed  new  ideas 
and  made  fresh  observations,  all  confirming 


predictions  of  permanent  prosperity  in  the 
irrigation  districts  of  the  mountains  and 
arid  lands  of  the  West. 

Biugs — What  would  happen  if  a  big  comet 
should  hit  our  sun? 

Bangs — Why,  it  would  just  knock  the 
spots  off  it. 

*  *         * 

A  San  Francisco  manager  rides  in  a  hand- 
some little  Ford  and  he  does  it  boldly  on 
the  main  streets. 

Two  commissions  of  foreign  government 
officials  and  business  men  will  visit  this 
country,  this  month,  to  arouse  interest  in 
reciprocal  business  relations.  They  come 
from  France  and  Holland. 

*  *         » 

Ben  Butler,  the  Massachusetts  politician 
of  Civil  War  times,  was  a  wise  old  Ben  who 
believed  in  advertising.  He  was  no  thin- 
skinned  sensitive,  but  one  who  rightly  esti- 
mated the  value  of  publicity  when  he  said 
of  the  newspapers:  "I  don't  care  what 
they  say  of  me  so  long  as  they  say  some- 
thing." 

*  *         * 

An  Englishman,  says  Prof.  Macneile 
Dixon,  "writes  that  he  may  converse  with 
himself. ' ,     And  usually  he  writes  uncommon 

well,  I  fancy. 

*  »         * 

"Safety  first,"  said  the  man  at  sea,  as  he 
courageously  forced  his  way  through  a  group 
of  weeping  women  on  the  deck  of  the  sink- 
ing  steamer,  and  leaped  into  the  lifeboat 

below. 

»         *         * 

It  is  now  known  that  pellagra,  thought  to 
be  caused  by  spoiled  corn,  is  a  dietary  dis- 
ease, curable  by  a  well  balanced  ration. 
Men  who  mistake  their  calling  are  likely  to 

develop  pellagra. 

*  *        * 

War  may  be  a  great  sport  but  it  is  a  shell 

game. 

*  »         * 

Don't  tell  a  good  joke  to  a  man  who 
never  smiles. 
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Mutual    Life  and  War  Claims 

Though  the  European  war  is  now  of  fifteen 
months'  duration  the  Mutual  Life  of  New 
York,  which  has  a  good  share  of  foreign 
business,  has  received  notice  of  only  §400,- 
000  European  death  claims  from  both  com- 
batants and  non-combatants.  This  is  less 
than  25  cts  for  each  $1,000  outstanding  in- 
surance. War  claims  have  increased  death 
claims  only  U  percent.  During  the  past 
fourteen  years  the  company  has  charged  an 
extra  premium  to  cover  the  extra  war  risk 
of  the  few  policies  on  the  lives  of  army  and 
navy  officers. 


Woodmen  of  World  Trouble 

A  disgruntled  member  of  the  W.  0.  W. 
sought,  through  a  Chicago  court,  to  have 
that  fraternal  insurance  company  from  in- 
creasing its  rates.  Judge  Windes  denied 
his  petition.  The  attorney  for  the  order 
said: 

"The  outstanding  insurance  is  $970,000,- 
000,  with  a  valuation  deficiency  of  $156,- 
000,000.  The  order  is  in  no  immediate 
danger  but  the  present  rates  are  too  low  to 
perpetuate  the  organization." 


Stung 

The  costly  and  needless  examinations  of 
California  companies  by  the  state  insurance 
companies  Viave  brought  forth  strong  pro- 
tests. California  examiners  are  well  quali- 
fied to  make  any  and  all  official  examina- 
tions but  the  commissioner  each  time  sent 
clear  to  New  York  for  one  S.  H.  AVolfe, 
who  charges  $50  a  day  and  all  traveling 
expenses  from  the  time  he  leaves  New  York 
until  his  return.  Wolfe  has  an  assistant 
whom  he  trots  around  the  country,  from 
and  to  New  York,  for  which  he  charges  in 
addition  $15  a  day  and  all  expenses.  The 
grand  total  of  Wolfe's  bills  for  California 
companies,  this  year,  is  said  to  exceed 
$12,000. 

The  facts  are  not  creditable  to  either  Com- 
missioner Phelps  or  Examiner  Wolfe. 
"There  is  a  reason." 


Triennial    Examination    of  the  Home    of 
New  York 

The  report  of  the  New  York  state  insur- 
ance department  as  of  June  30  shows  the 
Home  Insurance  Company  to  have  a  prem- 
ium income  of  some  $17,000,000,  and  ledger 
assets  of  $38,692,176. 

The  surplus  to  policyholders  is  $17,226,- 
636. 

Agency  balances  are  first  class,  it  being 
necessary  to  charge  off  only  $550  of  unpaid 
agency  balances  in  the  period  examined. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  Home  re- 
insured ten  companies,  about  $3,000,000 
premiums  being  ceded  to  it  by  these  deals. 
The  Frankfort  Fire  deal  brought  in  the 
largest  cession. 

The  Home  has  in  force  about  fifteen  rein- 
surance treaties. 


Extra  Month's  Salary.  —  We  hear  that 
the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  is  paying  an 
"extra"  of  a  month's  salary  to  its  officials. 
The  Atlas  and  Caledonian  are  making  some 
generous  arrangements.  The  Commercial 
Union,  Hand-in-Hand  and  Union  are  giv- 
ing a  bonus  of  ten  percent  of  the  salary,  and 
the  Royal  is  also  giving  an  extra  month's 
salary.  Doubtless  in  due  course  other  lead- 
ing companies  will  follow  the  example  set 
by  these  concerns,  but  in  the  meantime  we 
know  a  number  of  officials  are  anxiously 
awaiting  for  the  intimation!  They  have 
willingly  worked  long  hours  so  that  com- 
rades might  be  free  to  go  to  the  front,  and 
we  are  certain  they  would  do  the  same 
again,  irrespective  of  an  "war  bonus"  or 
other  recognition;  but,  like  every  other 
claps  of  the  community,  insurance  clerks 
are  feeling  the  pinch  of  liigher  prices,  and 
as  the  ordinary  rank  and  file  are  not  too 
well  paid,  this  extra  remuneration  idea  is 
decidedly  popular  so  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned— The  Policyholder. 


Salt  Lake. — K.  Burke  will  hereafter  repre- 
sent the  Bankers'  Life  of  Iowa  here. 


Seattle.  —  Dock  fires,  set  by  agents  or 
sympathizers  of  the  Central  empires,  de- 
stroyed property  worth  $100,000.  Several 
previous  attempts.  Some  munitions  of  war 
destroyed. 
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Mercantile    Insurance    Company    of 
America 

Thif^  is  the  new  name  of  the  North 
British  &  Mercantile  of  New  York.  New 
supplies  under  the  new  name  are  being 
sent  to  agents.  This  company  will  have  a 
paid  up  capital  of  $1,000,000  and  a  net 
surplus  of  more  than  $2,000,000. 


Sale  of  Agency 

Vice  Pre-iident  Hubbard  of  the  Hanover 
Fire  has  arranged  a  new  deal  for  Bertheau, 
Selbach  it  Bertheau.  Selbach  and  Deans 
take  the  Hanover  and  the  two  Messrs.  Ber- 
theau sell  out  the  other  companies  to  the 
new  firm  and  retire.  Just  what  plans  the 
veteran  Bertheau  and  his  son  have  for  the 
future  we  are  not  informed.  The  Bertheaus 
have  been  long  and  honorably  connected 
with  Pacific  Coast  insurance  interests. 


The  Williamson  Hay  Arson   Case 

Banta  introduced  a  new  figure  into  the 
tangled  case — Gus  Mayer,  a  young  German 
farm  hand,  who,  according  to  Banta,  was 
an  innocent  accomplice  in  the  whole  trans- 
action. Mayer,  says  Banta,  does  not  know 
yet  what  the  fire  in  the  hay  meant. 

"My  oi'iginal  intention,"  Banta  said, 
"based  on  what  I  had  agreed  with  Wil- 
liamson, was  to  burn  just  one  or  two 
stacks,  that  being  enough  to  claim  insur- 
ance. 

'  'Unfortunately,  the  fire  got  beyond 
Mayer's  control,  and  150  tons  of  loose  hay 
burned. 

"Mayer  considered  himself  to  blame,  and 
when  the  sheriff  of  Napa  county  caused  his 
arrest,  he  went  meekly,  and  he  hardly 
knows  now  why  he  was  released.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  Mayer  is  as  guiltless  as  an 
infant. 

"I  undertook  the  job  because  I  saw  an 
opportunity  to  trap  Williamson,  who  has 
been  an  incubus  on  our  shoulders  for  a  long 
time.  Williamson,  in  his  conversation  with 
me,  laughed  at  the  insurance  companies, 
assuring  me  that  it  was  'the  easiest  game  in 
the  world.'  " 

Williamson,  accused  of  arson  and  to  be 
tried  at  Napa,  Cal.,  is  at  liberty  on  |o,000 


bail.     The  insurers  contemplate  suing  him 
for  insurance  paid  on  previous  losses  also. 

As  to  credibility,  there  does  not  seem  to 
be  any  choice  between  Banta  and  William- 
son.    The  latter  is  reputed  a  rich  man. 


Nearly  75  Percent  Loss  Ratio 

Fire  losses  in  Fresno,  Cal.,  in  the  past 
five  years  have  averaged  nearly  75  percent 
of  the  premium  income.  Losses  and  ex- 
penses and  special  taxes  have  amounted  to 
120  percent  of  the  premiums.  And  still  the 
people  of  that  city  are  hurt  and  indignant 
and  resentful  because  the  underwriters  have 
raised  the  rates  15  percent.  Fresno  has 
had  a  bad  fire  record  for  35  years.  Few 
years  have  yielded  any  underwriting  profit. 
Indeed,  the  whole  San  Joaquin  Valley, 
with  its  hot  weather  and  deficient  rainfall, 
has  been  a  trap  for  insurance  money. 


The  Kentucky  Fire  Mutual  of  Covington, 
a  suburb  of  Cincinnati,  wrote  so  much  bad 
business  when  every  kind  was  offered  that  it 
now  owes  $40,000  wliich  it  cannot  pay.  The 
members  refused  to  pay  assessments  as  they 
always  do  when  losses  are  heavy. 

The  Southern  Adjustment  Bureau  has 
levied  an  assessment  of  100  percent  of  the 
$15,000  capital  stock. 

The  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Co.  has  ab- 
sorbed the  Star,  its  only  rival.  Supei'in- 
tendent  Coffee  of  the  Gamewell  has  no 
grounds  for  complaint. 

Oregon. — Commissioner  Wells  rules  that 
payment  of  premium  to  a  broker  is  equiva- 
lent to  payment  to  the  agent.  The  agent 
cannot  cancel  for  non-payment.  But  pay- 
ment in  trade  is  not  considere-d  a  legal 
transaction. 

Oklahoma. — The  supreme  court  rules  that 
the  rate  commission  law  is  constitutional. 
The  ins.  com.  is  one  of  the  three  commis- 
sioners. 

Who  is  John  J.  Davis,  of  San  Francisco 
whose  wife  Josie  says  he  threatened  to  burn 
down  the  house  over  her  head?  She  thinks 
he  ought  to  get  justice  without  going  to 
Reno. 
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ROYAL  INSURANCE   COMPANY 

Some  50   Millions  of  Fire  Assets   and  20 
Millions  Net    Surplus 

The  total  assets  of  this  great  British  com- 
pany are  $112,379,527.  Deducting:  the 
$62,986,398  assets  of  the  life  branch  we  have 
left  $49,393,129.  This  grand  total  of  nearly 
50  millions  includes  the  paid  up  capital  of 
$2,208,510  and  $4,219,000  redeemable  deben- 
tures which,  however,  the  company  in  its 
statement  does  not  treat  as  capital.  Nor  do 
the  figures  of  assets  include  the  unpaid 
subscribed  capital,  $12,514,890,  which  is  act- 
ually a  part  of  the  Royal's  resources. 

In  round  numbers  we  may  say  that  this 
Liverpool  company's  fire  a«sets  are  $50,000- 
000  and  the  net  surplus  is  $20,000,000  and 
the  policyholders'  surplus  $22,250,000. 
"Round  numbers"  are  always  more  impress- 
ive tlian  exact  figures  which  range  up  and 
down  the  1  to  9  scale  inclusive,  because  the 
variations  detract  from  the  central  idea  of 
numbered  millions. 

The  fire  premium  income  for  the  year 
war  $20,618,236,  and  the  mariue  $3,141,546, 
making  the  total  fire  and  marine  premium 
income  $23,759,782.  The  total  income,  ex- 
clusive of  the  life  department,  was  $25,352,- 
329.  Fire  losses  were  $11,844,508,  and  ma- 
rine losses,  $1,8-58,050.  a  total  of  $13,702,- 
558.  Expenses  were  $8,267,366,  leaving  a 
substantial  profit  on  the  underwriting  ac- 
count. Income  was  over  $1,300,000  more 
than  the  outgo,  contributing  to  gains  in 
reinsurance  reserve  and  surplus. 

The  Pacific  department  ofthe  Royal  aver- 
ages over  $1,200,00)  annual  premium  in- 
come with  a  very  moderate  loss  ratio,  ex- 
clusive of  the  San  Francisco  conflagration  of 
course.  The  office,  including  the  Queen, 
writes  an  average  of  $1,800,000  Coast  prem- 
iums yearly.  RoUa  V.  Watt  is  manager, 
John  T.  Fogarty  is  assistant  manager,  and 
Frederick  B.  Kellam  is  branch  secretary. 
The  department  has  extensive  offices  in  the 
company's  own  big  handsome  building,  the 
Royal  Insurance  Building,  at  the  northwest 
corner  of  Pine  and  Sansome  streets,  oppo- 
site the  new  United  States  Sub-Treasury. 


Perhaps  This  Will  Reduce  the  Fire 
Hazard 

Selma,  Cal.,  has  passed  a  new  ordinance 
which  prohibits  fences  around  business  lots. 
The  avowed  purposes  are:  to  give  firemen 
and  night-watchmen  easy  access  to  the 
premises,  to  prevent  the  fences  from  spread- 
ing fire,  and  to  expose  the  premises  to  the 
general  view  and  thereby  deter  in  some 
degree  the  accumulation  of  fire -breeding 
rubbish. 


Printer's  Ink  Explodes  ? 

In  the  present  trial  of  two  more  accused 
dynamiters  at  Los  Angeles,  counsel  for  de- 
fense asserted  that  the  explosion  which 
destroyed  the  Times  building  was  an  explo- 
sion of  printer's  ink.  We  must  admit  its 
possibility,  for  recently  we  wrote  four  lines 
which  caused  a  violent  explosion  in  San 
Francisco. 


Los  Angeles  Was  in   Danger 

In  a  book  by  Wm.  J.  Burns  it  is  stated 
that  the  intention  of  the  Times  building 
dynamiters  was  to  burn  the  city  of  Los 
Angeles  also.  In  the  trial  now  going  on  the 
prosecutor  says  it  will  be  shown  that  the  la- 
bor-union dynamiters  planned  to  set  off" forty 
or  fifty  explosions  in  different  parts  of  the 
city  the  same  night  by  means  of  clock-work 
devices.  McXainara,  now  in  the  peniten- 
tiary, had  also  a  device  to  cau-e  fires  to  fol- 
low the  explosions,  which  could  not  all  be 
handled  by  the  fire  department.  Perhaps 
the  only  way  to  end  such  methods  of  crimi- 
nal labor  bosses  is  to  have  minimum  wage 
laws. 


Woman  Incendiary 

]\Irs.  Jennie  Burright,  wife  of  Charles 
Burright,  convicted  leader  of  the  California 
"arson  ring,"  whose  incendiary  fires  are 
listed  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  has  been 
given  five  years'  probation  by  Judge  Ogden 
of  Oakland.  She  is  the  mother  of  three 
children,  and  n>ust  take  care  of  them. 


Tlie  federal  government  has  gone  into  the 
oil  business  in  California.  Into  the  insur- 
ance business  a  little  later? 


We  Suppress  No  Court  Rulings 
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MISCELLANEOUS    CHIPS 

— Our  Imports 

for    nine    months  have  fallen  off  $10S,000,- 

000,    made    up  of  many  items;    but    sugar 

imports  increased  $15,000,000. 

— Prosperity  East 

Our  advices  from  the  East  are  that   Prof. 

Prosperity  has  arrived    and  Miss    Fortune 

has  departed.     The   Professor  promises  to 

visit  the  Pacific  Coast  next  summer. 

— Marshfield,  Or. 

Times  are  hard  here,  and  thrifty  voters 
have  been  turning  a  few  pennies  by  looting 
the  cargo  of  the  wrecked  Santa  Clara,  in- 
cluding the  U.  S.  mail  sacks. 

— San  Francisco 

N^early  200,000  voters  were  registered  but 
only  119,000  voted  at  the  primary  election 
and  only  93,000  at  the  deciding  election. 
Thus  only  half  the  qualified  voters  went  to 
the  polls  to  select  the  best  men  for  the  care 
of  the  city's  interests.  The  results  were  of 
a  reactionary  kind.  The  "push"  did  some 
characteristic  work  which  will  "open" 
things  in  1916  and  may  seriously  affect  the 
fire  department  personnel. 

A  new  building  is  now  going  up  on  the 
former  Alliance  lot,  east  of  the  Liverpool  ct 
London  &  Globe  building.  It  is  said  the 
tenant  is  to  be  the  Hartford  Fire. 

There  has  been  a  rumor  that  the  S.  P. 
Railway  is  considering  the  renting  of  the 
Palace  hotel  building  for  its  head  oHice,  the 
hotel  company  to  build  where  the  rushing 
jitneys  do  not  annoy. 

Some  of  our  readers  will  remember  the 
original  Carapi  restaurant,  whose  proprietor 
lost  his  life  in  Yosemite  valley  many  years 
ago  by  an  act  of  gallantry-:— stepping  back- 
ward over  a  high  cliff.  This  I'estaurant  on 
Market  street  has  been  forced  to  close  (  by 
the  jitney  nuisance),  after  an  existence  of  a 
half- century. 

This  city  continues  fortunate   as   regards 
fire  insurance  losses. 
— Items 

California  will  try  to  reduce  the  fire  loss 
by  making  fanning  profitable. 

Travel  accidents  lead  in  number.  Dog- 
bites  are  among  the  least. 


— Nobody  Is  Authorized 

No  agency  is  authorized  to  make  collections 

of  subscriptions  for  the  Coast  Review. 

— Life  Items 

The  Metropolitan  Life  has  invested  some 
$.354,000  in  California  in  excess  of  its  prem- 
ium receipts  in  that  state. 

Manager  Geo.  B.  Scott  of  the  Pacific  head 
office  of  the  Metropolitan  Life,  who  has 
been  attending  the  company's  several  tri- 
ennial conventions  in  this  territory,  has 
returned  and  is  now  up  to  his  eyes  in 
accumulated  correspondence. 

— Liability  Not  Limited 

Politicians  have  begun  to  build  up  a  political 
machine  out  of  state  industrial  insurance. 
They  are  actively  competing  with  and 
thwarting  private  companies,  and  they  do 
not  scruple  to  employ  falsehoods,  as  in  a 
political  campaign.  They  are  trying  to 
trick  and  bulldoze  employees  into  insuring 
in  the  state  fund,  which  does  not  guarantee 
them  against  further  liability. 

— Compensation 

British   Columbia  is    operating   a    province 

compensation  fund. 

The  Guardian  C.  &  G.  is  to  be  also  exam- 
ined, separately,  by  the  California  and 
Oregon  state  departments,  at  big  and  need- 
less expense.  Of  course  S.  H.  Wolf  cuts 
the  pie.  This  company  was  recently  denied 
by  the  California  commissioner  the  rates, 
as  provided  bj'  law,  unless  it  joined  a  San 
Francisco  bureau  at  a  cost  of  $250. 

— Plate  Glass  Slashed 

Xot  the  price  but  the  glass,  up  and  down 
the  principal  business  street  of  Stockton, 
Cal.,  on  a  recent  dark  night.  Every  pane 
of  plate  glass  along  the  street  was  deeply 
scratched  across.  Stockton  has  dealt  too 
leniently  with  the  I.  W.  W.  miscreants, 
who  have  set  many  fires  in  that  industrial 
city. 

— Strikers  Fought  Fire 

.\t  Clifton,  Ar.,  the  striking  miners  joined 
in  fighting  the  concentrator  building  fire. 
The  use  of  dynamite  helped  to  check  the 
flames.  Apparently  the  fire  started  on  the 
roof.     The  acid  plant  was  saved. 
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— Wins  Golf  Trophy 

General  Agent  Hewitt  of  the  Hartford  Fire 
recently  won  a  tine  golf  trophy  in  competi- 
tion with  many  other  players. 

— Invalid  Premium  Tax 

Under  laws  1902,  ordinance  of  board  of 
levee  commissioners  levying  tax  of  2^  per- 
cent on  gross  earnings  of  insurance  com- 
panies operating  in  district  held  invalid. — 
Johnston  v.  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  69  So. 
686. 

— Marine 

Up  to  May  1st,  142  foreign-built  vessels  of 
500,705  gross  tons,  valued  at  $32,000,000, 
have  been  registered  under  the  American 
flag  to  engage  in  foreign  trade,  under  the 
Act  of  August  18th  last. 

— Marine 

H.  K.  Fowler,  a  well  known  New  York 
marine  underwriter,  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  United  States  branch  of  the 
Union  Marine  of  Liverpool  and  also  of  the 
marine  department  of  the  United  States 
branch  of  the  Phoenix  Assurance  of  London. 
Mr.  Fowler  is  also  manager  of  the  marine 
department  of  the  Liverpool  &  London  tt 
Globe  in  this  country. 

A  $10,000  yacht  was  burned  this  week  oflf 
the  Marina  of  the  Exposition.  Flaming  oil 
caused  the  destruction.  So  fast  spread  the 
fire  that  the  occupants  were  with  difficulty 
rescued  just  in  time. 

— Auditorium  Burns 

The  hlg  wooden  and  corrugated  iron  build- 
ing at  the  southwest  corner  of  Page  and 
Fillmore  sts.,  San  Francisco,  caught  fire 
about  noon  Sunday,  Xov.  7,  and  filled  the 
&ky  with  smoke,  first  dense  black  and  then 
white.  The  fire  department  answered  a 
third  alarm.  Two  adjacent  dwellings  burned. 
The  auditorium  was  a  block  long  on  Page 
street.  The  upper  part  on  Fillmore  was 
composed  of  small  halls  or  meeting  places, 
and  the  lower  floor  was  faced  with  small 
shops.  There  was  some  minor  damages  on 
Haight  street  also.  The  building,  a  big 
barn  affair,  was  not  insured,  it  is  said,  and 
he  insurance  loss  will  therefore  be  small. 


— Salaried  Adjuster 

The  New  York  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters 

is  to  have  a  salaried  adjuster. 

— The  Insurance  Brokers  Ejcchange 
of  San  Francisco  has  amended  its  iron  con- 
stitution so  as  to  steel  the  arbitration  com- 
mittee. Every  three  months  hereafter  one 
member  will  retire  and  be  succeeded  by  a 
new  member.  Present  members  will  draw 
lots  for  retirement  quarterly  until  three 
have  retired;  thereafter  the  retirement  will 
be  automatic.  This  new  rule  will  insure  an 
experienced  arbitration  committee  at  all 
times,  with  a  constant  admission  of  "new 
blood."  The  Exchange  is  doing  some  good 
work.  Several  smali  fines  were  recently 
levied  but  they  await  confirmation. 

— Quarter  Century 

In  October,  1890,  Sam  B.  Stoy,  now  mana- 
ger, joined  the  staff"  of  the  London  &  Lan- 
cashire Fire  general  agency  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. On  the  anniversary  he  celebrated  by 
winning  a  game  of  nineteen  holes  at  golf. 
In  these  twenty-five  years  this  British  com- 
pany's Pacific  business  has  very  largely 
increased,  and  no  small  credit  belongs  to 
both  Special  Agent  Stoy  and  Manager  Stoy. 
Tiie  London  &  Loncashire  Fire  now,  with 
its  affiliated  interests,  writes  fire,  auto- 
mobile fire,  theft  and  transportation,  mul- 
tiple casualty,  as  public  liability,  automo- 
bile, garage,  property  damage,  teams,  eleva- 
tor, owners',  landlords-and-tenants',  con- 
tractors' and  manufacturers',  workmen's 
compensation,  personal  accident  and  health, 
plate  glass,  fidelity  and  surety. 

— Items 

Willard  Done  will  continue  to  work  for 
the  National  Board,  with  headquarters  in 
Salt  La  e  City. 

Denver.  —  A  maid  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Denver  compact  —  Geo.  AV, 
Brinsmaid  from  Kansas. 

Hartford,  Conn. — H.  B.  Clark,  president 
of  the  Board,  wrote  a  fine  speech  on  fire 
prevention.  A  visitor  in  his  office  carelessly 
tossed  a  lighted  match  into  a  desk  drawer, 
and  the  speech  manuscript  was  burned  up. 

The  Detroit  National  Fire  will  enter  Cali- 
fornia, probably  via  California  street. 
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— President  Dunham  Dead 

Sylvester  Clark  Dunham,  who  in  1901  suc- 
ceeded President  Batterson  of  tlie  Travelers, 
died  October  26  of  pneumonia,  after  an 
illness  of  only  two  days.  He  was  69  and 
had  been  with  the  company  30  years. 

On  Saturday,  when  the  weather  was  un- 
usually cold,  Mr.  Dunham  took  a  walk  and 
contracted  a  severe  cold.  On  Monday  the 
cold  developed  into  pneumonia.  On  Tues- 
day his  heart  (as  is  usual  in  this  disease) 
developed  weakness  and  death  quickly  fol- 
lowed. His  friends  describe  Mr.  Dunham 
as  truly  a  gentle  man,  of  clean  judgment  and 
remarkable  for  his  grasp  of  company  de- 
tails. He  was  one  of  the  dominating  figures 
of  Hartford  insurance. 

— Suicide's  $100,000  Insurance 
Herman  Shainwald,  a  San  Francisco  real 
estate  agent,  shot  himself  dead  in  his  office. 
Reputed  wealthy,  only  $10,000  estate  could 
be  found.  But  now  it  is  discovered  that  the 
suicide  had  $100,000  insurance  on  his  life, 
in  the  Penn  Mutual. 

— Triennial  Convention  of  The  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Company,  held  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, October  2-5,  1915,  a  meeting  of  field 
representatives,  with  a  dinner  in  the  big 
Fairmont  dining  room,  brought  500  live 
WIRES  and  delighted  guests  at  the  tables  at 
7  p.  m.  This  was  the  largest  life  insurance 
meeting  ever  held  in  San  Francisco,  and  it 
was  the  first  meeting  ever  attended  by 
women  nurses  in  the  regular  employ  of  a 
life  insurance  company.  Vice  President 
Haley  Fiske  presided.  The  chiefs  by  the 
chefs  were:  fruit  cocktail,  green  turtle  soup, 
"filet  of  sole,  tenderloin  of  beef,  creme  de 
menthe  punch,  royal  squab,  combination 
salad,  bombe  diplomate.  Vice  President 
Fiske  made  a  speech  which  was  illumina- 
ting, inspiring  and  convincing.  The  ap- 
plause was  not  less  sincere  and  prolonged 
by  the  guests  than  by  the  company's  men. 
United  States  Senator  Phelan  made  a  very 
interesting  talk  about  his  experience  in 
AVall  Street  after  our  great  fire.  Among  the 
few  life  companies  ready  to  extend  imme- 
diate aid  to  the  stricken  city  was  the  Metro- 
politan. Among  the  speakers,  also,  were 
Supreme  Court  Justices  Lawlor   and  SIoss, 


and  Messrs.  Harris  Weinstock,  AVillard 
Done  and  others.  ^Vith  a  kindly  good-bye, 
Mr.  Fiske  stood  at  the  door  and  grasped 
the  hand  of  every  field  man  and  guest  as 
they  filed  out. 

"The  ^letropolitan"  song  was  sung  to  the 
"Stein  Song"  air,  as  follows: 

Let  US  raise  our  voices  gladly 
With  a  song  from  every  man. 
Let  no  note  be  sounded  sadly 
At  the  gathering  of  the  clan. 
For  like  brother  to  brother. 
We'll  stand  by  one  another, 
With  love  in  our  bosoms 
For  the  "Metropolitan." 
We're  the  guardians  of  "the  tower," 
And  the  light  which  it  enveils; 
It's  the  symbol  of  our  power — 
To  its  hight  no  other  scales. 
For  its  grandeur  and  beauty 
Will  teach  to  each  his  duty 
To  be  steadfast  and  loyal 
To  "the  light  that  never  fails." 
In  accordance  with  the  company's  custom, 
for  twenty-five  years'  service  with  the  com- 
pany a  Mr.  Hawes  was  called  up    "before 
the  bar"  and  presented  with  a  gold  bar  set 
with  a  diamond  star.     He  was  doubly  happy 
because  he  was  not  asked  to  make  a  speech. 
—Life 

The  San  Francisco  Life  Underwriters'  Asso- 
ciation is  making  progress  in  the  Pacific 
Coast  Membership  Trophy  contest,  having 
taken  in  15  new  members  since  June  30th. 
— As  First  Announced 

in  the  Coast  Review,  the  Pacific  Coast  Cas- 
ualty has  reduced  its  capital  and  increased 
its  surplus  accordingly,  thus  meeting  a 
reserve  liability  which  is  purely  technical. 
A  new  company  will  take  over  the  busi- 
ness— and  at  the  same  time  take  out  the 
curse  of  the  Green-IMarshall-Frank-Gold- 
berg-Baltimore  curse  of  the  previous  man- 
agement. The  law  requires  a  reserve  to  be 
based  on  previous  and  not  present  loss 
experience — and  it  is  not  fair  to  require  a 
new,  capable  and  honest  management  to 
put  up  a  reserve  based  on  an  incompe- 
tent and  dishonest  management's  exper- 
ience. So  the  actual  present  Pacific  Coast 
Casualty  Co.  is  all  right  in  every  respect 
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Fraternal    Paper    on    the    Equitable     Life 
Purchase 

From  The  Fraternal  Monitor,  Rochester.  X.  Y. 

The  answer  given  by  General  Du  Pont, 
who  recently  acquired  controlling  interest 
in  the  Equitable  Life  of  New  York,  to  those 
who  questioned  him  relative  to  his  inten- 
tions and  the  price  paid  was  that  it  was 
"none  of  the  public's  business."  The 
answer  savored  strongly  of  the  statements 
made  at  the  time  of  the  investigation  of  the 
companies  ten  years  ago.  Since  the  time  of 
the  disclosures  which  were  then  in  evidence 
the  public  generally  has  assumed  that  it  has 
a  somewhat  pardonable  interest  in  all  such 
matters  in  view  of  the  public  nature  of  the 
insurance  business  and  the  enormous  assets 
controlled  by  the  majority  stockholders. 
-\lthough  later  statements  maintain  that  the 
company  is  to  be  mutualized,  these  state- 
ments have  been  heard  at  frequent  intervals 
during  the  past  ten  years. 

*         *         » 

In  this  instance  the  interests  of  practically 
three  million  people  are  materially  affected, 
since  there  are  that  many  ultimate  bene- 
ficiaries of  the  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  policyholders.  The  policies  them- 
selves amount  to  the  enor^nous  total  of 
$1,500,000,000.  The  disquieting  thing  to 
consider  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  control  of 
$536,000,000  of  actual  assets,  rests  very 
largely  with  whoever  happens  to  own  the 
control  of  the  stock.  Not  the  least  interest- 
ing question  to  be  solved  in  this  connection 
is  the  disposition  of  the  surplus  of  $80,000,- 
000.  The  stock  is  said  to  have  been  pur- 
chased for  nearly  $4,000,000.  Inasmuch  as 
the  par  value  is  only  $50,100  and  the  annual 
legal  return  from  it  in  dividends  is  limited 
to  $3,507,  it  is  regarded  as  natural  that  the 
public  should  wonder  whether  an  invest- 
ment which  is  so  unproductive  is  meant  as 
an  act  of  philanthrophy,  or  whether  other 
motives  entered  into  the  transaction.  The 
Monitor  believes  that  an  institution  of  such 
size  and  importance  should  not  be  made 
the  football  of  selfish  interests.  Those 
whose  eflforts  are  primarily  responsible  for 
the  funds  which  are  in  its  treasury— that  is, 
the  policyholders  —  are  entitled  to  greater 


consideration  than  that  which  has  been  in 
evidence.  The  history  of  the  stock  is  inter- 
esting in  this  connection.  At  the  time  of 
the  death  of  his  father,  James  Hazen  Hyde, 
who  inherited  the  stock,  sold  it  to  Thomas 
F.  Ryan,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  J.  P, 
Morgan,  the  elder.  Now  the  present  J.  P. 
Morgan,  following  the  policy  of  turning  all 
his  assets  into  iminediately  productive  capi- 
tal, has  sold  it  to  General  du  Pont  who  has 
made  a  great  fortune  in  the  manufacture  of 
gun  powder.  From  the  industry  of  sup- 
plying means  of  destroying  life  and  limb  he 
has  now  turned  his  attention  to  the  field  of 
insurance,  which  may  well  be  said  to  rep- 
resent the  very  opposite  ends. 
*         »         * 

The  anxiety  felt  by  the  public  because  of 
this  centralized  control  would  be  eliminated 
if  a  representative  form  of  management  were 
present.  This  has  been  the  central  feature 
of  fraternal  effort  since  its  inception.  The 
members  have  been  supreme.  In  the  fra- 
ternal field  the  member  is  the  insurer  as 
well  as  the  insured.  The  public,  though 
having  "no  business''  in  making  inquiry  as 
to  such  matters  under  the  present  method 
of  stock  control,  would  prefer  to  see  this 
powerful  company  mutualized.  They  would 
prefer  to  see  the  power  of  any  man  or  group 
of  men  to  direct  the  policies  and  wield  the 
assets  of  insurance  companies  for  their  own 
personal  interests,  forever  broken.  The 
answer  of  General  du  Pont  and  the  history 
of  the  past  as  regards  the  control  of  the 
company  is  the  best  possible  evidence  that 
the  principles  of  a  representative  form  of 
government  are  more  conducive  to  satisfac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  public  and  the 
members  than  a  control  of  operation  which 
may  or  may  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
policyholders. 


The  Continental  Life  tt  I.  Co.  of  Salt  Lake 
will  this  month  be  examined  by  Kansas, 
New  Mex.  and  Colorado  departments. 

Withington  is  leaving  the  We.stern  States 
Life  to  return  to  Iowa. 

Stock  of  the  Western  States  Life  is  at  its 
lowest  quotation. 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 


525 


W.    W.    RED    STICKER   IN   CALI- 
FORNIA 


OPEN  THE  JAIL  DOORS 

FORD  and  SUHR 

MUST  BE  FREE 

Therefore  a    boycott  is  on   against   the 

Hopfields,  Fruit  Canners  and  all 

Kanching.     Beware  especially  of  all 

canned  goods  made  in  California. 

Hoboes  Know  How  To  Act. 


The  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  one  of  the 
red  stickers  posted  on  trees,  telegraph-poles, 
fence  posts  and  dead  walls  in  California, 
during  the  past  few  months.  It  is  one  of 
the  incendiary  postings  by  members  of  the 
Industrial  Workers  of  the  World,  referred 
to  by  Governor  Johnson. 

The  members  of  this  "order"  of  anarchists 
are  very  generally  of  foreign  origin,  who 
are  very  ignorant  and  mentally  warped  by 
Syndicalist  and  Socialist  literature.  As  long 
as  they  entertain  and  preach  anarchism  and 
destruction  of  property  they  should  be  put 
under  the  ban  of  law  as  they  are  now  under 
the  ban  of  sane  public  sentiment. 

The  I.  W.  W.  propaganda  in  behalf  of 
imprisoned  rioters  and  murderers  has  cost 
the  underwriters  and  owners  of  burned 
property  a  large  sum  of  money,  but  there 
are  now  signs  of  an  abandonment  of  in- 
cendiarism as  a  means  of  influencing  the 
authorities.  Neither  the  governor  of  Cali- 
fornia nor  the  governor  of  Utah  has  been 
influenced  in  the  least  by  threats  made  by 
the  I.  W.  W.  leaders. 


The  Pacific  Coast  Casualty  very  properly 
protests  against  the  outrageous  charges  of 
§2,600  for  the  Phelps  otficial  examination, 
made  after  Utah's  examination.  The  com- 
pany has  appealed  to  state  Board  of  Con- 
trol for  relief.  Not  only  was  the  examina- 
tion unnecessary  but  the  assessed  cost  was 
^?2,000  more  than  equally  competent  San 
Francisco  examiners  would  have  charged. 


A  300-gallon  tank  of  distillate  exploded 
and  destroyed  the  Gold  Peak  mill  30  miles 
southeast  of  Bakersfield.  Property  loss  by 
fire  $30,000. 


Fresno    People     Now     Acknowledge     the 
Justice  of  the   Recent  Rate  Advance 

Manager  Osborn  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Fire,  who  went  to  Fresno  and  addressed  a 
meeting  of  some  250  business  men,  explain- 
ing the  reasons  for  increasing  the  rates,  says 
that  his  explanations  were  well  received. 
The  meeting  was  a  conference  of  merchants 
and  underwriters.  After  consideration  of 
the  facts  submitted,  all  agreed  that  the 
underwriters  were  justified  in  advancing 
the  rates.  The  people  of  Fresno  are  now 
doing  everything  in  their  power  to  correct 
the  present  adverse  conditions  and  are  mak- 
ing improvements  that  will  ultimately  bring 
satisfactory  results. 

Our  statements,  printed  elsewhere  and  in 
type  some  time  previously,  were  based  on 
comments  printed  in  the  Fresno  papers  at 
tlie  time  the  new  rates  were  announced. 
Fresno  people  are  now  satisfied  that  their 
new  rates  are  fair,  being  based  on  their  fire 
losses  and  fire  protection. 


Sexton's  "Fire  Insurance" 

Bluefield,  West  Va.,  Nov.  8,  1915. 

The  Coast  Review,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Gentlemen : 

Referring  to  your  favor  of  September  27th, 
which  we  postponed  answering  till  our  field 
men  could  read  "Sexton's  Fire  Insurance," 
we  have  to  say  that  as  a  brief  summary  of 
the  principles  of  correct  underwriting  and 
the  business  of  fire  insurance  as  it  should  be 
practiced,  we  have  not  seen  its  equal. 

The  problems  in  adjusting,  which  were 
so  ably  illustrated  and  expounded,  are  of 
prime  importance  to  all  agents  that  they 
may  be  properly  guided  in  the  selling  of 
fire  insurance  and  in  the  preparation  of 
their  contracts,  and  we  have  not  only  read 
the  book  with  pleasure,  but  have  studied  it 
for  information. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Flat  Top  Insurance  Agency. 
Per  C.  A.  Bradshaw,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


Yuma,  Ar.,Nov.  20.— A  long  quake  had 
its  center  near  here  in  southern  California. 
It  was  felt  in  all  the  towns  and  cities  but 
no  damage  has  been  reported. 


526  The  Coast  Review 


THE  FEDERATION   MOVEMENT 

The  entrance  of  the  state  into  the  business  of  insurance,  and  in  com- 
petion  with  established  and  solvent  private  companies,  carries  with  it  the 
possibility  of  a  further  extention  to  other  branches  of  this  unfair  and 
socialistic  competition.  The  Insurance  Federation  is  discussed  on  page 
493  at  some  length. 

THE    20TH  IS   THE   OLD    MEN'S    CENTURY 

The  older  the  civilization,  the  greater  its  complexity  and  the  more 
need  of  the  wisdom  which  comes  only  with  years  and  experience.  This 
20th  century"  is  destined  to  be  pre-eminenth'  one  of  direction  by  the  older 
men  of  the  highly  civilized  nations.  In  age  is  experience  and  in  experi- 
ence is  wisdom.  The  problems  of  government  and  industry  and  com- 
merce and  new  inventions  and  great  wars  demand  the  highest  wisdom  and 
the  greatest  prudence,  which  only  mature  minds  and  cautious  spirits  can 
supply.  The  home  governments  and  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  war- 
ring nations  of  Europe  are  led  by  old  men;  the  policies  of  the  future  and 
the  ventures  in  great  business  will  be  dictated  by  the  elder  men;  and 
happ3'  and  prosperous  peoples  will  be  led  by  the  council  and  judgment  of 
long  experience.  Business  and  professional  men  of  70  in  this  centurj-,  in 
brain  work,  stand  where  men  of  50  stood  two  centuries  ago  in  a  simpler 
age. 

MISCELLANEOUS    STATISTICS 
Compiled  from  New  York  State's  Insurance  Report 

1914  1913  V.m 

No.  of  Cos.  79  62  54 

Assets     ....       8  186,2S6,270         8  169.773,657         8  117.818,570 

Res'rvs  for  unp'd  loss.      36,423,412  28,487,667  .     .     .     . 

Unearned  premiums    .       59,884,004  52,941,394  34,970,472 

Capital 44,148,025  43,100,275  26,179,225 

Surplus     30,914,573  33,304,511  29,589,876 

Premiums    ....     139,072,643  122,430,764  84,118,227 

Income 151,042,745  136,397,534  90,945,024 

Claims  paid      .     .     .       55.815,326  53,984,837  26,422,262 

Divd's  to  stockholders         3,975,713  5,877,806  3,005,066 

Expenses      ....       74,802,645  68,657,791  42,064,386 

Total  disbursements   .     134,593,684  128,520,434  71,491,714 

Loss  ratios    ....  40.1  44.1  31.4- 

Expense  ratios      .       .  53.8  56.0  50.0 

Total  percentages         93.9  100.1  81.4 

The  actual  ratios  to  premiums  earned  were  considerably  more  than 

the  foregoing.     Thus,  in  1914  expenses  and  losses  were   1(X)  percent  of 

premiums  earned. 

The  foregoing  figures  embrace  accident,   casualty,    fidelity,   surety, 

liability,  etc.,  stock  companies. 


In  Its  Forty-fifth  Year 
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The  Billings  Claim 

The  Golden  Eule  Mercantile  Co.  had  a 
fire  loss  in  June  of  this  year.  There  was 
$52,000  insurance.  The  insured  sent  for  a 
professional  "assured's  adjuster"  from  St. 
Paul.  Then  the  trouble  began.  For  the 
adjuster  for  the  assured  receives  a  large 
percentage  of  the  amount  recovered  from 
the  insurers.  The  insurers  were  anxious  to 
submit  to  an  appraisal,  but  the  insured 
interposed  delays  and  objected  to  local 
business  men  as  appraisers.  The  insured 
firm  has  enlisted  a  Helena  daily  paper,  in 
its  behalf,  which  prints  a  characteristic 
editorial,  misrepresenting  the  facts  and 
abusing  the  companies.  The  editor  was 
imposed  upon. 


Retirement  of  the  Butte  County  Farmers' 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 

Chico,  Cal.,Nov.  19,  1915. 
Editor  Coast  Review 

Yours  of  15  at  hand  and  in  reply  will  say, 
the  reason  for  the  retirement  of  our  county 
mutual  was :  A  large  number  of  our  members 
had  a  part  of  their  insurance  in  this  county 
mutual  (we  could  take  only  $1,000  on  one 
risk  according  to  our  by-laws)  and  a  part  in 
the  Northwestern  Mutual  Fire  Ass'n  of 
Seattle  and  they  nearly  all  preferred  that 
company  to  an  assessment  mutual.  The 
assessment  and  the  fear  of  assessments  seemed 
to  hit  them  right  in  the  pit  of  their  stomach 
and  give  tliem  a  cramp  that  would  last  them 
a  year,  and  the  Board  agentdid  everything, 
by  fair  means  or  otherwise,  to  keep  us  out 
of  business.  Xearly  all  of  our  members 
went  into  the  Northwestern.  We  will  not 
h'ure  unpaid  fire  losses;  all  paid  now  except 
$200  and  a  part  of  that  on  hand. 
Yours  truly, 

G.  M.  Gray,  Ex-Sec'ty. 


Los  Angeles  Woman  Incendiary 

Harriet  A.  Canfield,  proprietor  ol  the 
Canfield  apartments  in  Los  Angeles,  is 
charged  with  setting  a  fire  wliich  endangered 
thirty-five  guests.  She  spread  so  mucli 
gasoline  about  that  she  was  overcome  and 
found  unconscious  on  the  floor  of  an  empty 
room.      She    had  §20,000    insurance.      Oil 


was  found  in  17  of  the  100  rooms,  and  holes 
were  bored  through  the  floor  over  the 
water  heating  apparatus.  Police  say  she 
had  accomi)lices. 


Employers  Liability  Corporation 

Two  state  departments — New  York  and 
Massachusetts — have  filed  a  report  on  the 
United  States  branch  of  the  Employers 
Liability,  which  has  its  headquarters  in 
Boston.  The  assets  were  found  to  be 
$8,369,487,  liabilities  $5,736,579,  deposit 
capital  $700,000,  net  surplus  $1,932,907, 
policyholders'  surplus  $2,632,907.  This  is 
the  world's  pioneer  liability  company,  and 
it  is  large  and  prosperous  today  because  its 
management  has  always  been  conservative. 
The  examiners  praise  the  United  States 
branch  for  its  fair  adjustments  and  careful 
underwriting. 


School  District  Cannot  Insure  in  Mutuals 

Mutual  fire  insurance  companies  cannot 
legally  participate  in  the  insurance  of  prop- 
erty owned  by  municipal  corporations, 
rules  Deputy  Prosecuting  Attorney  A.  B. 
Bell  of  Tacoma,  Wash. ,  in  a  written  opinion. 
The  opinion  was  given  at  the  request  of 
school  district  No.  83,  which  is  building  a 
new  school  house  at  Lemons  Beach.  The 
district  proposed  to  insure  the  building  with 
the  Northwestern  Mutual  Fire  Association. 
Bell  held  that  a  school  district  taking  out  a 
policy  with  a  mutual  company  made  itself  a 
partner  in  the  company.  School  districts, 
he  rules,  are  not  empowered  to  enter  the 
insurance  busuiess,  to  which  joining  a 
mutual  company  would  be  equivalent. 


Suing    Water    Company    for    Fire    Losses 

We  learn  from  Insurance  Herald-Argus 
that  the  Springfield,  Hartford  and  British 
America  are  suing  the  Raleigh  (  N.  G.  ) 
Water  Co.  to  recover  part  of  their  losses  by 
a  fire  which,  it  is  alleged,  would  have 
caused  a  nominal  loss  if  the  proper  water 
jjressure  had  been  maintained.  Generally 
such  suits  have  not  been  successful. 


The  black    Hoise  Cavalry    are    charging 
once  more. 
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CHIPS 

— Sudden  Death  of  Harry  Mann 
Insiiianoe  men  of  this  Coast  were  this  month 
surprised  and  grieved  to  learn  of  the  sudden 
and  unexpected  death  of  Henry  R.  Mann, 
senior  member  of  the  incorporated  firm  of 
H.  R.  Mann  &  Co.,  San  Francisco,  and  for 
many  years  past  ti)e  Coast  manager  for  the 
New  York  Underwriters.  Though  73  years 
old.  .Mr.  Mann  was  actively  engaged  in  the 
management  of  his  large  general  agency  to 
the  last.  The  funeral  services  were  attended 
by  many  fire  underwriters.  The  floral 
decorations  were  of  extraordinary  beauty 
and  profusion.  The  deceased  had  lived  in 
California  nearly  all  his  life,  and  was  in  the 
insurance  business  some  fifty  odd  years. 
He  was  a  native  of  Michigan.  Mrs.  Mann 
and  Harold  Mann,  son  and  member  of  the 
general  agency  firm,  survive  Mr.  [Mann. 

— Our  Exports 

for  the  9  months  ending  with  September 
increased  over  a  billion  over  same  time  last 
year.  Nearly  all  this  increase  was  from 
largely  increased  exports  of  horses  and 
mules,  breadstuff^,  meats,  automobiles,  cot- 
ton, explosives,  iron  and  steel  mfrs.,  leather 
goods,  and  wool  and  zinc  mfrs.  In  other 
words,  these  gains  are  practically  all  due  to 
the  great  war.  The  tremendous  total  of 
money  is  now  stimulating  trade  east  of  the 
Mississippi.  Our  facts  are  drawn  from  the 
Department  of  Commerce  report. 

— Fire  Men 

will  find  this  issue's  supplement  well  worth 
preserving.  The  reference  to  41  percent  for 
expensbS  and  taxes  should  be  understood  as 
referring  to  recent  years  and  as  including 
also  a  proportion  of  home  ofiice  expenses. 
The  facts  as  to  San  Francisco  losses  and 
insurance  and  payments  are  substantially 
correct  and  may  be  regarded  as  final.  Some 
of  the  statements  have  never  before  been 
published. 

— Washington  State  Fund  Looted 
Today's   dispatches   say  that  the   state  in- 
dustrial accident  fund  has  been   robbed  of 
thoasands  of  dollars,  with   fraudulent    war- 
jants  to  claimants. 


— Insurance  Money  Investment  Service 
The  Gerniania  Life  has  introduced  a  new 
service  entitled  "Insurance  Money  Invest- 
ment Service."  The  object  is  to  conserve 
the  proceeds  of  life  insurance  policies. 
Certainly,  such  service  is  needed.  The 
company  adds  1  percent  to  the  principal  if 
left  with  it  for  three  months.  It  then  gives 
the  beneficiarv  practical  advice  on  invest- 
ments. 

— A  Brave  Governor 

The  friends  of  Gov.  Spry  of  Utah  have 
feared  that  the  threatening  Syndicalists, 
the  I.  W.  W.,  may  do  him  harm.  The 
governor  is  a  brave  man  who  did  not  fear  to 
do  his  duty,  and  permitted  the  law  to  take 
its  course  in  the  case  of  Joseph  Hillstrom, 
a  Swede  "member"  and  "poet"  of  the  I. 
W.  W.,  who  was  convicted  of  nuirder. 
— H.  Snow  Dead. 

Harvey  W.  Snow,  many  years  ago,  ap- 
pointed general  agent  for  the  American 
Central  by  the  then  president  of  the  com- 
pany, died  recently  down  Turlock  way. 
The  firms  of  Smith  it  Snow  and  Smith, 
Snow  &  .Moody  represented  this  and  several 
companies  but  were  succeeded  by  a  de- 
partment with  Rolla  Y.  Watt  in  charge 
and  subsequently  by  Maj.  Charles  Chris- 
tensen,  the  former  secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Central.  Snow,  as  general  agent  of  the 
Northwestern,  Amazoji  and  Fairfield  com- 
panies, was  one  of  the  adjusters  of  the  Vir- 
ginia City  fire  losses  in  1S75,  and  was  there- 
fore a  charter  member  of  the  Fire  Under- 
writers Association  of  the  Pacific,  organ- 
ized there  in  a  sleeping-car.  Retiring  from 
the  insurance  business  over  a  quarter  cen- 
tury ago,  he  engaged  in  various  things,  in 
which  he  was  not  notably  successful. 


LOCAL  AGENTS,  ETC. 

Are  you  now  making  $100  a  week  or 
better?  If  not  write  to  us.  We  will  be 
glad  to  forward  you  details  of  best  selling 
proposition  on  the  market  witii  names  of 
country  district  insurance  managers  who 
have  netted  that  auiount  and  upwards  with 
us  fioin  tlie  start.  It  will  pay  you  to 
Investigate. 

GIFFIN  SALES  COMPANY, 

Humboldt  Bank  Building,      -     San  Francisco 


We  Never  Suppress  Insurance  News 
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— Items 

United  States  Manager  Charles  Post  of 
the  Caledonian  recently  made  his  usual  visit 
to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Josepli  A.  Kelsey,  United  States  manager 
of  the  Aachen  &  Munich,   has    returned  to 
New  York  after  a  visit  to- this  Coast. 
— The  Most  Beautiful  World's  Fait 
ends  on  4th  December.     Go    and    see    and 
study  and  remember.     Not  in  your  long  life, 
nor  in  that  of  your  young  wife,  will  there 
ever  be  in  this  countree  an   equal  array  of 
buildings  nor  half  such  a  display   of  works 
ingenious  produced    by  the  whole  world's 
genius. 
—Field  Men 

The  London  &  Lancashire  Fire's  field  men 
in  the  Pacific  West  are  as  follows:  Geo.  T. 
Richmond,  San  Francisco;  W.  W.  Gilmore, 
Sacramento;  J.  P.  Hague,  Los  Angeles;  G. 
L.  Goodell,  Portland;  David  H.  Parry, 
Seattle;  Henry  A.  Morison,  Spokane;  N. 
Gardner^  Denver. 

At  Denver  for  Wayman  &  Henry  Geo. 
W.  Dodd  succeeds  the  late  C.  S.  Hill. 

Denver. — R.  H.Smith  has  been  appointed 
assistant  to  State  Agt.  McDonald  of  the 
Mtna.. 

The  Montlily  Bulletin  of  the  Fidelity  & 
Casualty  Co.  of  New  York,  in  Oct. -Nov. 
issue,  pays  a  fine  tribute  tq  James  J. 
Hoey,  for  five  terms  a  member  of  the  New 
York  legislature,  later  a  deputy  insurance 
superintendent  of  New  York,  and  now  exec- 
utive special  agent  of  the  Continental 
Fidelity-Phenix  and  American  Eagle  Fire 
companies.  Mr.  Hoey  was  the  author  of 
the  measure  creating  the  celebrated  Merritt 
fire  insurance  investigation  committee, 
which  rendered  an  impartial  and  valuable 
report. 

Helena,  Mont. — Adjuster  Lockey  writes 
for  a  local  daily  a  dignified  and  unanswer- 
able protest  to  the  editorial  which  champ- 
ions the  Billings  exorbitant  claimants  who 
employed  a  brewer  to  appraise  their  dry 
goods  loss,  refused  to  accept  Montana  mer- 
chants as  appraisers,  and  are  attempting, 
by  political  or  other  reasons,  to  force  the 
companies  to  pay  much  more  tiian  the 
actual  insured  loss. 


—Died 

Manager  R.  P.  Fabj  of  the  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  suffered  a  great  bereave- 
ment this  month,  by  the  death  of  his  wife 
(Kate  Duenkel).  Mrs.  Fabj  was  an  artist 
of  merit  and  a  native  of  California. 

Vice  -  President  Julian  Sonntag  of  the 
West  Coast-San  Francisco  Life  lost  his  wife 
(Isabella  Reis)  on  November  18,  following 
an  operation  deemed  necessary  to  save  her 
life. 

— Eastern  Competition 

is  felt  by  San  Francisco  brokers  to  an  un- 
usual degree.  Lloyds  competition  is  not  so 
strong  now  but  new  agencies  are  appearing. 
Interi usurers  and  unadmitted  companies. 
Perhaps  "  pasturage"  is  not  so  good  as 
formerly  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rockies, 
since  the  war  began.  Anyway,  some  big 
lines  are  finding  cheap  protection  of  some 
sort,  legitimate  and  or  illegitimate,  in  the 
East  and  Middle  West.  Marsh  &  McLennan 
are  specially  active,  and  may  open  a  branch 
in  San  Francisco,  where  they  now  have  a 
representative.  Recently  this  firm  captured 
the  big  California  Wine  Association  risk, 
taking  it  from  the  Haldan  brokerage  firm. 
We  are  curious  as  to  the  inducement  off'ered 
the  association,  which,  naturally,  wishes  to 
save  money,  but  which  should  scan  the  in- 
demnity off'ered  and  exclude  any  Lloyds 
and  interinsurers. 

— Appealed 

The  California  supreme  court  is  asked  to 
decide  the  validity  of  the  accidental  death 
clause  of  the  workmen's  compensation  act. 
The  judgment  appealed  from  is  the  case  of 
a  watchman  who  was  killed  by  burglars. 

— At  Los  Angeles 

the  wise  men  and  the  elder  statesmen  are 
favoring  the  repeal  of  the  costly  and  in- 
efficiency 2- platoon  system.  Meantime  the 
underwriters  have  a  waiting  policy  and  are 
postponing  the  necessary  new  rates. 

— Our  Legal  Digest 

is  only  three  pages  in  this  issue,  as  against 
an  average  of  six.  The  judges  and  jurors 
having  returned  from  their  fall  vacations, 
they  will  soon  "take  a  fall"  out  of  defend- 
ant insurers. 
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—A.  O.  U.  W.  Failure 

The  New  York  insurance  department  is 
liquidating  the  state  grand  lodge  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  The 
death  claims  have  been  paid  at  the  rate  of 
27  cents  on  the  |1.  The  expense  of  liquidat- 
ing was  t  of  1  percent  of  the  assets  realized. 
The  legal  expense  was  nominal. 

—Back 

from  the  Northwest,  Manager  Avery  of  the 
Fire  Association  says  that  general  business 
along  the  Coast  and  Sound,  clear  into  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  is  like  the  fire  losses  —  very 
unsatisfactory.  Seattle,  however,  is  doing 
well  with  munitions,  etc.,  for  Russia;  and 
Spokane  is  showing  activity  due  to  wheat 
and  mining. 

— The  Insurance  Institute  of  America 
The  chaii-man  of  the  educational  committee 
of  the  Insurance  Institute  of  America  an- 
nounces for  the  information  of  those  who 
have  been  expecting  that  there  would  be 
changes  in  the  curriculum  of  the  Institute 
for  this  year  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of 
the  committee  to  depart  in  any  way  at 
present  from  the  courses  as  already  laid 
dow^n.  Those  who  have  before  them  the 
pamphlets  descriptive  of  the  courses  for 
1914-15,  can  follow  them  in  every  particular 
in  arranging  for  local  work  during  tlie  com- 
ing fall  and  winter. 

— Civil  Service  Law  Ignored 
The  California  state  insurance  department 
was  some  years  ago  placed  under  civil 
service  regulations.  Since  then,  under 
various  changes  of  administration,  the  em- 
ployees have  remained  undisturbed  and 
have  gained  in  experience  and  usefulness. 
The  present  commissioner,  however,  doesn't 
care  a  rap  for  the  civil  service  regulations. 
Since  he  went  into  office  —  his  first  —  the 
state  employees  have  suspected  that  their 
tenure  was  uncertain,  notwithstanding  the 
law.  Commissioner  Phelps  has  begun  dis- 
charging them.  He  calls  it  "abolishing  the 
office."  Danforth  and  Lumbard,  capable 
and  accommodating  employees  of  the  state 
'nsurance  department,   have  been    'fired" 

">y    the    commissioner,  "to    save  the    state 

noney,"  he  says. 


— Resigned 

C.   W.  Henderson,  marine  underwriter  for 

the    Phoenix    Assurance,     under    General 

Agent  Irving,  has  resigned. 

■ — Bretz  Dead 

Aaron  Bretz,  68,  a  retired  insurance  man  in 

Oakland,  Cal.,  went  to  sleep  in  a  room  with 

a  leaking  defective  gas-hose  connecting  with 

a  gas  stove.     In  the  morning  of  October  29 

he  was  found  dead. 

— Elected  President 

Louis  F.    Butler,  vice  president,   has   been 

elected  president  of  the  Travelers,  to  succeed 

the  late  S.  C.  Dunham.     Mr.  Butler's  entire 

business  life  has  been  spent  in  the   service 

of  tlie  Travelers,  since  1890.     He  is  44  years 

old. 

—  San  Francisco  Day 

at  the  Panama-Pacific  Fair  brought  a  record 

attendance  of  348,472.     This  is  just  half  the 

attendance    at     the     Columbian     Fair    in 

Chicago.     The  population   of    Greater   San 

Francisco   is    just  half   that  of   Chicago  in 

1893. 

— Life  Items 

\Vm.  C.  Johnson,  who  did  much  to  build 
up  the  Columbian  National  Life  as  its  vice 
president,  and  resigned  recently,  is  now 
New  England  inspector  of  agencies  for  the 
Equitable.  Was  he  invited  to  resign  because 
there  was  "too  much  Johnson"? 

Santa  Ana,  Cal. — Tiie  United  Protective 
Life,  issuing  advisory  board  contracts  styled 
special  counselors'  contracts,  has  an  alter- 
cation with  the  state  insurance  commis- 
sioner. The  result  depends  on  nerve  or 
something. 

If  you  are  a  Prudential  i>olicyholder  you 
can  vote  on  December  6  and  help  to  selec"^ 
the  company's  directors.  A  proxy  may  be 
handed  to  any  representative  of  this  nnitual 
company. 
— Los  Angeles 

is    raising   quite   a  fund   to  keep   the   San 
Diego  fair  open  throughout  1916. 
— Live  Locals 

are  buying  Sexton's  "Fire  Insurance,"  best 
work  of  the  kind.  Pocket  $2,  Table  11.75, 
Library  |1.")0.  Send  to  Coast  Review,  San 
Francisco. 
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Acknowledged 

1915  New  York  Insurance  Report  Part  IV. 
Assessment  Associations,  Fraternal  Orders, 
and  Town  and  County  Co-operative  Fire 
Corporations.  (Business  of  1914.) 

Insurance  Directory  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey.  Published  by  A.  G.  Hall. 
Price  §2.     Bound  in  leather,  $3. 

Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Insurance 
Commissioner,  State  of  Oregon,  for  year 
ending  Dec.  31,  1914. 


The  California  ins.  com.  is  working  for 
the  new  casualty  bureau.  He  says  tliat  non- 
members  can't  have  his  rates.  Did  you 
ever ! 


New  officers  of  the  California  Locals  are: 
M.  O.  Rol)bins,  Santa  Ana,  president;  C.  D. 
Barnett,  Santa  Rosa,  vice  president;  C.  "W. 
^lonaghan,  San  Bernardino,  2nd  vice  presi- 
dent; H.  W.  Hicks,  San  Jose,  .3d  vice  presi- 
dent; W.  P.  Batelle,  Los  Angeles,  secre- 
ary-  treasurer. 


Napa  Arsonists 

One  Fealy  and  his  sons  of  Napa  county, 
Cal.,  are  charged  with  setting  fire  to  insured 
property.  Altogether,  six  men  are  accused. 
Fealy  Sr.  is  out  on  SlO.OOO  bail. 


Piedmont,  Cal. — We  are  a  small  and  se- 
lect city  of  demure  daughters,  dancers 
dansants,  and  dernier  downandouts.  Our 
city  firemen  wear  dress  suits  when  they 
dine  out,  and  like  true  workmen,  drop  all 
work  when  the  dinner  bell  rings.  Hence 
the  insurance  loss  by  a  recent  fire  at  6 
p.  m. 


Ravensdale,  AVash.,  Nov.  16.  —  The  coal 
dust  explosion  in  the  coal  mine  here  today 
killed  31  miners.  The  heat  was  so  great 
that  the  oxygen  helmets  of  the  would-be 
rescurers  were  of  no  service. 


The   dignified    Weekly   Underwriter  sur- 
prizes me.     It  exclaims  "Yeeg  Odds!" 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Oifiauized  18G8 

Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  with  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

For  full  informution  write  the  Compa/ny  at 
LOS  ANGELES,   CALIFOBNIA 
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NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  1. 1915) 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 

.      $10,187,030 


NET  SURPLUS,     "         .         .      4,021,442 

E.  F.  BEDDALL  N.  S.  BARTOW  GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 

President  Secretary  Vice-President 


Gross  Assets '1^/5'  $112,379,527 

Exclusively  Fire  Assets  49,393,130 
Net  Surplus  -  -  19,820,321 
Losses  Paid    -    -    274,533,870 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,    Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL.  ENGLAND 


Royal 

Insurance 

\ COMPANY  . 

^Limited 


DEPARTMENT     OFFICES:       Boston,    New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

San   Francisco,    Montreal.  t^"  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


ROLLA  V-  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOG  ARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.   KELLAM,   Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING.  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL  AGENTS:  Frank  M.  Gilcrest,  H.  R.  Burke,  J.  K.  Urmston 
J.  B.  Walden,  D.  L.  Stewart,  C.  D.  Gabrielson,  E.  P.  Eldred, 
J.  H.  Banks,  F.  J.  Perry,  J.  T.  O'Brien,  R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.  Luhrs  (automobile). 
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"The  Larger  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America." 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,  President 


Organized    1853 


THE  HOME 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

NEW  YORK 


Head  Office,   No.   56  Cedar  Street,  New   York 


RECORD  OF  "THE  HOME  OF  NEW  YORK" 

For  fifteen  years  THE  HOME  INSURANCE 
COMPANY  OF  NEW  YORK  has  been  first 
in  Cash  Assets  and  for  ten  years  first  in  Sur- 
plus to  Policyholders,  and  throughout  the 
sixty-two  years  of  its  existence  THE  HOME 
has  maintained  its  record  for  fair  dealing  in 
the  settlennent  of  claims  and  for  Service. 
CONFLAGRATION  PROOF 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-Sell   Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fair  Commissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  Pohcyholders 


— In  short :    A  good,  all-round. 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
Write  for  full  information  today — 
HOME    OFFICE  —  SEATTLE 


LIFE 
HEALTH 
ACCIDENT 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


A  District  Agency  Open  in  one  of  the  Most  Prosperous   Sections   of   the 
United  States      Will  consider  applications  from  first-class  Men  Only. 

BANKERS  LIFE  COMPANY  DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


The  Prudential 


PRUDENTIAL 


STPEHGTHOrK 

GIBRALTAR 'jtW- 


40th  Anniversary,  October  13,  1915 

MUTUALIZED 
BENEFITS  INCREASED 
A  POLICYHOLDERS'  COMPANY 
THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST   F.  DRYDEN.  President.  Home  Office,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

IiiforporMted  Under  the  Liiw;-  of  tlie  State  of  New  Jersey 


LIABILITY 

The  Republic  Liability  is  being  or- 
ganized in  Chicago. 

LIFE 

Rodman  Wanamaker,  son  of  .John, 
has  been  elected  trustee  of  the  Mutual 
Life.     Rodman  has  $4,500,000  life  in- 


surance, a  fourth  of  which  is  in    the 
Mutual  Life. 

FIRE 
Vernon,  Cal.,  October  23.— The  old 
prize  fight  pavilion  burned  today.  The 
law    now  forbids  scrapping    for    any- 
thing but  a  job  or  a  girl. 
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FIRE 

Santa  Clara,  Cal.,  Nov.  6. — Large 
barn  and  contents  near  here  to-night. 
Owned  by  W.  W    Montague. 

Hanford,  Cal.,  Nov.  6.  —  D.  H. 
Hughes  dwg  and  contents  destroyed 
tonight.  Mains  do  not  reach  the  lo- 
cality of  Second   and  Reddington  and 


the  firemen  could  do  nothing.      Some 
insurance. 

Madera,  Cal.,  Nov.  8.— The  H.  L. 
Stein  bldg  burned.  $2,600  ins.  loss. 
The  building  was  25  years  old. 

Fairfax,  Cal.,  Nov.  15.  —  Three 
shops  burned. 


The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

^amb  ur^  -Bremen 

^Ire  insurance  Compat^ 

HAMBURG,  GERMANY 

Pacific  Department:     334  California  Street,     -     SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
MACDONALD  &  MILES,  Managers 

Organized  in  1854  Entered  United  States  in  1858 

Total  Losses  Paid  in  tKe  United  States,       $27,000,000 

United    States    Branch  :    123  William  Street,         -         NEW    YORK 

H.  N.  KELSEY,  Manager 

AGENTS       WANTED       IN       UNREPRESENTED       POINTS 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


President  JOHN   M.TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 


Insurance  in  force,  00,033  I*olieies  for 


$228,305,763 


WHAT  NO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay  to  its  Policyholders  in  Death  Claims,  Endowments,  Dividends,  Surrender 
Values,  Annuities  and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 
It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 


Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1, 1846,  to  Dec.  31,  1914 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period 

Excess  of  amount  returned  ...--- 


$294,743,273,70 

304,068,509.45 

9,325,235.75 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 


Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853 

Merchants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation 

Organized  1910 

New  Jersey  Fire  Insurance  Company 

Organized  1910 


New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1826 

North  River  Insurance  Company 

Organized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1824 


WM.  W.  ALVERSON,  Manager 

374  Pine  Street,  :  :  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

AUTOMOBILE  and   TRANSPORTATION   DEPARTMENT 

HERBERT  W.  BAILEY,  Superintendent 

SPECIAL    AGENTS 

T.  B.  Clark,  R.  Roper,  San  Franciscoi  T.  J.  Keleher,  Los  Angeles;  A,  M.  Lovelace,  Portland;  W.  T,  Booth,  Spokane 
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LIFE 

The  lamb  Reliable  Life  of  Indiana 
is  now  inside  the  lion  Pension  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Mutual  Life  in  recent  years 
averages  in  benefits  paid  policyholders 
$14,000,000  a  year  in  excess  of  prem- 
iums received  from  them. 

The  Equitable  Life  has  lain  down 
(inside)  with  the  Great  Southern  Life, 
both  of  Texas. 

The  Knights  of  the  Ivu-Klux  Klan 
is  the  name  of  a  new  fraternal  insur- 
ance society  in  Georgia. 

GENERAL 

Germany  maintains  hospitals  for 
sick  and  wounded  war  horses,  as  the 
Allies  do. 

At  Ukiah,  Cal.,  a  girl  cleaned  her 
gloves  with  gasoline.  The  oil  can  was 
near  a  burning  gas  plate.     The  oil  can 


exploded,  and  the  flaming  oil  was 
thrown  on  the  girl.  She  ran  ablaze 
into  the  street.  Women  extinguished 
the  flames,  doctors  dressed  the  slight 
burns,  and  the  house  is  as  good  as 
ever.  The  local  paper  doesn't  say 
what  became  of  the  gloves. 

Railway  Accident 

A  Southern  Pacific  passenger  train  ditched 
and  eight  persons  hurt. 

On  ]^ovember  17  an  attempt  was  made  to 
wreck  the  Fresno  "Flj-er"  on  this  road, 
near  Kerman.  Miscreants  fastened  two 
ties  to  the  rails.  On  November  5  an  attempt 
was  made  to  wreck  an  "  Owl  "  train  near 
the  same  spot. 

Our  Exchanges 

The  Insurance  Journal  of  London  still 
comes  to  us  addressed  to  "Pacific  Mutual 
Building."  Can  it  be  our  contemporary 
never  heard  of  the  great  fire  of  1906? 

"Insurance  nooze  makes  me  snooze," 
said  the  reader  of  the  weakly  weekly,  as  he 
fell  asleep. 


Printing  and  Paper  Bids  a  Pleasure 
Estimates  a  Pastime 


at 


PHOENIX  PRINTER  Y 

Established  1894 


122  Halleck  Street 


San  Francisco 


IN    ITS    FORTY-  FIFTH    YEAR 

Insurance 
Investments 


COAST  REVIEW 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
FREE    SAMPLE    COPIES    TO    ANYWHERE     IN    THE     UNITED    STATES 


Twelfth  Edition- 


PACIFIC    FIRE    MANUAL. 


Twelfth  Edition 


With  Colored  Diaorams  AVitii  Revised  Figures 

$12     PER     DOZEN,      WITH     DONOR'S      NAME     PRINTED     ON     TITLE     PAGE 

MUTUAL    FIRE  LEAFLETS   LXSERTED 

Single  Copies,  $1,25  For  Sale  by  Coast  Review  122  Halleck  St.,  San  Francisco 
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LIFE  FIRE 

An  Eastern  company  says  that  its  Salt  Lake,  Nov.  16.— House  at  232 
solicitors  average  $3.50  per  call  and  ^^'est  First  North.  Forty-one  gallons 
$5.87  per  interview.  This  would  chemical  used  before  fire  out. 
seem  to  indicate  an  income  of  $21  a  Portland  local  agents  are  organizing, 
working  day,  assuming  six  calls  per  The  Farmers'  Fire  has  been  ad- 
day  —  three  in  the  morning  and  three  mitted  to  Colorado, 
in  the  afternoon.  Insurance  journal-  g^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  26.  -Fire  started 
ists  don't  do  much  better  than  that.  -^  ^^^  p^^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

Over  half  the  life  business  in  force  Chewelah,   Wash.,    Oct.    29.  —  H. 

in  America  is    on  the  deferred   divi-  Peterson  steam   laundry,   in    concrete 

dend  plan.  bldg. 

Biiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiuiiiiiiiiin^^^^^^^^^ 


Second  in  Size  West  of  the  Missouri 


Issues  the  Most  Popular  Life  Insurance  Policies 


Guaranteed  Bonus  Policy 
Total  Abstainers'  Policy 


^These  Contracfls  Are  Easy  Sellers 
^Every  Agent  Praises  Them 


Every  Policyholder  is  Thoroughly   Satisfied,      Every 
Policyholder  Is  a  Permanent  Friend 


More  Agents  Wanted 


HOME   OFFICE 
West  Coast  -  San  Francisco  Life  Building,  San  Francisco 
Northwest  corner  Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets 


llllllllllllllilllilllllllllllllllllllBlllllllllillilllllilllllllllillllllligiBIIH 
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FIRE  AUTOMOBILE    ^ 

NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance    Company 
Assets,     -     $7,502,873.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,    -    $3,387,433.00 

DETROIT     FIRE     &    MARINE    insurance  Company  ^ 

Assets,     -     $2,274,403.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,533,737.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS  i 

Assets,     -     $11,301,668.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,667,165.00     ^ 
EDWIIN     PARRISM,    Manager 

Pacific   Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco  ,j 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing   paid-for   Insurance  in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance    Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 
ARTHUR   L.  BATES.  President 

Address      Albekt  E.  Awde,    Supt.  of  Agencies 

7  \V.  Mii'lison  St.  Chicago,  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 
Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

T.  H.    McAllis,   Manager.    Sherlock    Bldg.. 
Portland.  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager,  Bi);ton  Block,  Seattle, 
Wash. 
J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


"Pa,  doesn't  precipitation  mean  the 
same  as  settling?" 

"It  does  in  cheraistn-,  my  son,  but 
in  business  you'll  find  that  many  per- 
sons in  settling  don't  show  any  pie- 
cipitation  at  all." 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  CO.MPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  January  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,  -  -  -  81,000,000  00 
Assets,  -----  7,284,654  80 
Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 


Auto   Mishaps 

Near  Vat-avi lie,  Cal.,  Nov.  14,  tour- 
ing car  went  over  bank  into  creek. 
One  woman  killed. 

Nov.  6. — S.  P.  train  ran  into  an 
auto  near  Irvington,  Cal.  Woman  fa- 
tally injuixnl. 
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t^Q9— FIRE  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE— ^OYC 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 


OF     PHILADELPHIA 


ASSETS, 


18,613,414.47 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF     PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC    COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,  Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


FIRE 
Chief  Claims   Fire  Was   Incendiary  One 

Redwood  City,  Nov.  9.— Chief  of 
Police  .James  P.  Coleman  announced 
today  that  he  has  positive  j^roof  that 
the  fire  which  destroyed  the  hook  and 
ladder  building  and  apparatus  on  Main 
street  last  Sunday  and  threatened  the 
whole  business  center  was  of  incendi- 
ary origin.  Members  of  the  fire  de- 
partment have  informed  the  police 
that  when  they  arrived  there  was  a 
distinct  odor  of  gasoline  and  the  fire- 
house  was  burning  with  such  fury  that 
it  seemed  certain  some  highly  inflam- 
mable liquid  had  been  used. 

This  fire  occurred  three  days  after 
the  ordering  of  the  new  auto  chemical. 
The  firemen  barely  saved  the  Del 
Monte  hotel. 

Peabody,  Mass.,  Oct.  29. — Fire  3'es- 


terday  destroyed    the  lives  of  21  girl 
pupils  in  a  parochial  school. 

AUTOMOBILE 

Near  Chico,  Cal.,  auto  capsized. 
Owner  crawled  out  from  beneath,  not 
seriously  hurt  but  gasoline  soaked. 
It  was  dark,  and  he  lighted  a  match 
to  learn  the  damage.  Instantly  his 
clothes  caught  fire,  he  was  enveloped 
in  flames,  which  he  inhaled,  and  died 
before  his  two  companions  could  reach 
him . 

In  San  Francisco  a  street-car  col- 
lided with  a  speeding  automobile 
which,  as  often,  attempted  to  pass  in 
front.  Woman  thrown  from  auto  and 
killed. 

The  dimming  of  automobile  lights, 
by  ordinance,  is  said  to  have  increased 
the  number  of  accidents. 
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Fire  Insurance 


ORGANIZED    179  7 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 

Assets,   Over $13,000,000.00 

Losses  Paid,   Over $100,000,000.00 

Pacific    Department  : 
J.   L    FULLER,   Manager  332  Pine  Street 


FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
108-110  Sansome  Street,        -       San  Francisco,    Cal. 
A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 


^ 


Frankfort  General 

Insvirance    Company 

Established  in  1865 

U.  S.  Branch,         .        -         .  123  William  Street,  New  York 

Pacific  Coast  Branch,  .         340  Sansome  St.,  San  Francisco 

Agents  Wanted  in  all  Unoccupied  Territory 
U.  S.  Assets.  $1,364,864     V.  S.  Surplus.  $453,245 


BUSINESS 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce, 
Washington,  has  received  a  communi- 
cation from  the  officials  of  Porto  Rico, 
announcing  that  the  Insular  Govern- 
ment Free  Bureau  of  Information, 
whose  purpose  is  the  promotion  of 
commerce  and  agricvilture  in  the 
island,  -will  at  any  time  give  informa- 
tion, gratis,  to  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers of  the  United  States  who  wish 
to  extend  their  trade  to  Porto  Rico. 
Communications  should  be  addressed 
to  G.  F.  Correa,  Chief  of  Insular 
Government  Bureau  of  Information, 
San  Juan,  P.  R. 


FIRE 

Upland,  Cal.,  Oct.  29.— G.  A.  Han- 
son Co.  fruit  packery  burned. 

Lark,  Utah,  Oct.  30. — Hemingway 
livery  stable,  including  horses  and  a 
big  autocar. 

San  Diego. — Terry  or  Tracy  Young, 
a  San  Diego  cartoonist,  is  suspected  of 
setting  a  fire  in  a  San  Francisco  hotel 
last  week. 

Every  ambitious  broker  and  or  local 
agent  should  send  at  once  to  the  Coast 
Review  for  a  copy  of  Wm.  Sexton's 
"Fire  Insurance. ' '  Original  and  prac- 
tical. Prices  $1.50,  $1.75,  $2,  accord- 
ing to  binding.  We  are  receiving 
orders  from  all  over  the  country. 

Pendleton,  Or.,  Sept.  30.— Edith  Hughes, 
charged  with  setting  tire  to  her  divorced 
husband's  cabin,  Ang.  30,  because  occupied 
by  her  rival,  was  tried  yesterday  and  freed 
by  jury  today. 

S.  B.  Rose  of  Berkeley,  Cal.,  is  charged 
with  "a  third  interest  swindle"  by  C.  A. 
Anderson.  Is  this  realty  man  an  insurance 
agent  too? 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

(LIMITED) 
Of  London,  England 

With  which  is  Incorporated  the 


riancKesterA 


ssurance 


Co. 


TOTAL  SECURITY,     •      •    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,962,091.00 


Office:     lOO    Sansome   St., 


San  Francisco 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIN,  Manager 

T.  H.  PALACME,  Assistant  Manaser 


FIRE 

Moss  Beach,  Cal.,  Oct.  27.  —  The 
$3,000  summer  home  of  Attorney 
Frederick  H.  Olschewski  of  San  Fran- 
cisco at  Montara  was  burned  to  the 
ground  early  this  morning. 

Calexico,  CaL,  Oct.  29.  —  W.  G. 
Truax,  a  jeweler,  arrested  several 
weeks  ago,  following  the  confession  of 
Charles  Burright  at  Oakland  of  the 
operations  of  an  alleged  arson  ring  in 
Pacific  Coast  cities,  has  been  held  for 
trial  in  the  district  court.     Truax  was 


charged  with  complicity  in  the  burn- 
ing of  the  residence  of  George  Bassett 
here  in  1913.  Burright,  who  was 
brought  here  from  Oakland,  testified 
that  Truax  aided  in  burning  the  Bas- 
set house  and  that  a  sewing  machine, 
bed  springs  and  other  metal  objects 
were  placed  in  the  house  so  that  in- 
surance on  furniture  could  be  collected. 
In  Missouri,  loan  companies  with 
insurance  agencies  cannot  now  make 
it  a  condition  of  a  loan  that  the  bor- 
rower shall  place  his  insurance  with 
them. 
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LAKE  YOU  PLEASED?         I 
IF  NOT,  SEE 


US 


POLICIES    UP  TO   TME    MINUTE 

LIFE,  ACCIDEMT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE  " 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldg.  LOS    ANGELES.  CAL. 


n 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -        -        $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,      -  -         -        -       7,543,103.12 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

H.   R.    MANN,   Manager 
F.   M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Manag:ers 
Pacific     Coast  Department:    339-341     Sansome     St.,    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  ;  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg.  Seattle.  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash.—  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco— A.  C.  Anderson, 
239  Van  Nuys  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles.  Cal. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (INCORPORATED  1833) 

(FIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120.152.00 

Sur2)lus $723,433.00 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

34  0  California  Street,         -         -         -         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAII 


One   Ranch  of  37,826  Acres 

The  county  horticulturist  of  San 
Bernardino  county,  Cal.,  recently  made 
a  report  of  the  Chino  ranch,  which  was 
formerly  an  unproductive  tract  of 
mesa,   but  it   now  produces   eighteen 


different  kinds  of  crops.  The  largest 
acreages  on  the  ranch  are  as  follows: 
Alfalfa,  13,625;  barley,  hay,  5,055; 
sugar  beets,  4,920;  barley,  grain, 
4,635.  There  are  100  acres  in  pump- 
kins and  210  in  tomatoes. 
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FIRE 
Copper  Company    Plant  Damaged 

Clifton,  Ariz.,  November  5. — The 
fire  which  destroyed  the  old  copper 
concentrator  building  of  the  Arizona 
Copper  Company  and  also  the  ore  bins 
of  the  same  firm  here  was  checked  late 
tonight,  and  the  acid  plant  and  store 
of  the  company  were  saved.  The  loss 
is  estimated  at  S500,000.  The  fire 
started  on  the  roof  of  the  concentrator 
from  an  unknown  origin.  The  liberal 
use  of  dynamite  on  the  concentrator 
building  and  ore  bins  by  the  fire  fight- 
ers assisted  in  checking  the  fire. 
LIFE 

$100,000    Insurance    on    St.    Louis 
Suicide 

St.    Louis,    Xov.  2.  —  Life    under- 
writers here  today  estimated  that  $100,- 


000  insurance  would  become  payable 
through  the  death  of  Edward  L.  Pree- 
torius,  president  of  the  German- Amer- 
ican Press  Association,  publishers  of 
the  St.  Louis  Times  and  the  Westliche 
Post,  who  committed  suicide  yester- 
day. Half  of  this  sum,  it  was  said, 
would  go  to  Preetorius's  widow  and 
the  other  half  to  the  publishing  com- 
pany. 

San  Francisco. — Two  Jewells    will 
shine   separately.      John    F.   Jewell's 
wife  is  divorced  because  he  stayed  out 
late.     He   is    a  life    insurance    broker 
and  labor-union  statesman. 
GENERAL 
Submarines 
Long    Beach,    Cal.,    shipyards    are 
building  three  submarines  at  a   total 
cost  of  $1,645,500. 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,   ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

Paid -Up  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,       $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY  PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Manager 

R.   C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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/V.K^^^S^^.^    r-^»^t-»-^t    INSURANCE  COMPANY 
A\mCrBCan     %^%^ni.r<M»  ^f  st.   Louis  Established    1853 

Assets,  $4,320,590        Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid.  $29,707,385 

^|.       p»~-g|    F.  &   M.   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

»C.    r^aUl  of  St.   Paul,   Minn.  Established  1865 

Assets,  $10,162,454     Surplus  to  Policyholders,  $4,216,643       Losses  Paid,  $47,792,188 


LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 


Mercantile  '■  *  "„,  TIZ""""     Minnesota  "ZTZ?' 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets      $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156,705  Surplus  to  Policyholders      2,156,705 

TERRITORY — California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Department:— 2S5  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHIA  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID  $1,835,930  SAN  FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION   LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus.       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

( Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  Pliiiadelpliia. ) 
Total  Assets,  -  $27,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  $11,878,186.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906.        -         -        $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AOENTS  : 

T.F.O'GRADY.  San  Francisco:  GEO.  F.ST  AySlFORD,  Log  Angelea: Portland 

315  California  Street,  -  -  .  San  Francisco 


California  8,699.     Allowing  for  the  number  un- 

Rain  and  snow  began  falling  in  Cali-  reported,  the  total  killed  is  believed  to 

fornia  in  the  first  week  of  November,  have  been  12,000.      The   open  season 

breaking  a  long  "dry  spell."     In  the  averages  less  than  two  months. 
Northwest    both  rain    and    snow    had 


previously  fallen.     Be  it  known  to  our  runes 

far-away    readers,    snow     falls    every  The  Santa  Clara  county,  Cal.,  prune 

winter   in    the    mountains   and     high  growers  who  held  their  crops  are  now 

foot-hills  of    "the    interior"    of    Cali-  getting  5  cents  a    pound.      The  esti- 

fornia.     Fire  losses  will  now  decrease,  mated  tonnage  for  the  valley  is  about 

85,000,000    pounds,    which    indicates 

In    California,  last  year,    the    total  that  the  total  output  for  the  state  will 

number   of  reported   deer    killed   was  be  approximately  175,000,000  pounds. 
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Pacific  Department,  Insuran 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

O  F 

ce  Exchange,  San  Francisco 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE    INSURANCE   CO. 

OF 

HARTFORD 

ESTABLISHED    1850 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J.  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

r.  &i  M.   Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,    Mass. 

Largest    Fire   Insurance   Company   Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  184'J 

Total  Assets    $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8.979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,  $4,490,436.53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest  Fire   Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 
the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus      590,434  00 

SURPLUS  TO  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,014,985.00 


150  Satisome  Street,  :  San  Fruncisco 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst.  Manager 

SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

F,J    R.WEBBER        GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.B.ROGERS      J.  E.  CRANDALL        C.H.ANDERSON 
FRANK  H.  YOUNG  H.  K.  NOURSE 


The  largest  hose  factory  in  the  world      made,    and   warranted   always  in   the 
is  in  New  Jersey.      Only  fire  hose   is      latest  st^de. 
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The  "Home  Life" 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ide  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  its  policyholders  during 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  $30,631,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  $3, 1 10,507  includ- 
ing dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
$4,533,420,  and  is  now 

$120,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 
JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE. 

Claus  Spreckels  Building:,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance  Company} 

Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Cash  Capital.          .....  $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,          ...  1,263,340.00 

Assets, 4,195,444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department, 

San  Francisco  National  Bank  Bldg..   454  California 

Street,  San  Francisco 

FIELD   REPRESENTATIVES: 


Northern  California. 

454  California  Street,  San  Francisco 

E.  W.  HALL,  Ray  Counties, 
500  Syndicate  H1<1k.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California, 
302  Stimson  Bldg.,  Los  .\ngeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon,   British  Columbia  and 

Western  Washington,     722  Wliite  Bldg.,  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 

Washington,    Address— Spokane,  Wash, 


GENERAL 

October  building  operations  in  Cali- 
fornia cities  show  a  large  flecline  as 
compared  with  a  year  ago  in  Saii  Fran- 
cisco and  Los  Angeles  and  some  de- 
cline in  Long  Beach,  Sacramento  and 
Santa  Rosa.     Large  gains  are  reported 
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San  Francisco,  Cal. 

for  Martinez,  Bakersfield,  Pasadena, 
Stockton,  and  some  gains  for  Oakland, 
Fresno  and  San  Diego. 

Michigan  restricts  the  hunting  of 
game  by  automobile. 

Centenarian 

Washington  has  a  man  who  last 
week  celebrated  his  year  101  by  learn- 
ing a  new  dance  and  to  drive  a  buck- 
ing auto.  He  wants  to  die  in  his  boots 
and  he  probably  wall. 

At  Pill)  Alto  the  J.  S.  Parkinson  planing- 
mill  burned,  with  $30,000  loss. 


The  Coast  Review  89 

FOR  YOU !      Local  and  Special  Agents,  Adjusters  and  Managers 


"FIRE  INSURANCE" 

By  WILLIAM  SEXTON 

The 

Veteran  Fire  Underwriter 

and  General  Adjuster 

Best  Book  Ever  Written  for  Adjusters  and  Special  Agents 
and  Ambitious  Local  Agents 


A      Practical       Subject    H  andled     Entertainingly, 
Efficiently     and     Thoroughly 


This  Book  Is  Original^  Forceful,  Correct,  Instructive,  and 

of  Great  Practical  Service  to  All  Fire  Insurance  Men. 

There  Is  None  Other  Like  It 


A  Veritatle  Vade  Mecum 


PRICES: 

Bound  in  Flexible  Leather $2. 00 

Bound  in  Pegmoid 7. 75 

Bound  in  Flexible  Cloth l.SO 

Remit-by  Postal  Money  Order,  or  Draft  on  San  Fran- 
cisco or  New  York,  or  add  5  cts  for  Collection  of 
Check  on  Local  Bank. 

Address 

THE  COAST  REVIEW 

122  HALLECK  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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Looters  Set  Fire  to  Santa  Clara  Wreck 

Marshfield,  Ore.,  Nov.  11.  —  The 
beach  combers  pillaging  the  wrecked 
steamship  Santa  Clara  set  the  hulk 
afire  early  today.  She  blazed  up  from 
stem  to  stern  and  fell  to  pieces  with 
the  explosion  of  her  oil  tanks.  Loot 
is  being  brought  here  in  wagons  and 
in  boats  and  is  sold  on  the  streets, 
A  large  part  of  the  population  has 
been  supplied  with  shoes  at$l  per  pair. 
Others  bought  opera  glasses  for  50c 
a  pair. 

FIRE 
Former     Fireman     Convicted    of    Arson 

Portland,  Nov.  5. — Mordie  Keeney, 
former  lieutenant  in  the  Portland  fire 
department,  was  convicted  by  a  jury 
in  the  circuit  court  tonight  of  arson, 
the  specific  charge  being  that  he  had 
set  fire  to  a  cottage  for  the  express 
purpose  of  burning  it  and  collecting 
the  insurance,  amounting  to  $800. 
Keeney  is  believed  to  be  a  member  of 
an  "arson  ring"  whose  members  are 
alleged  to  have  set  a  number  of  fires. 

His  attorneys  declared  that  Mrs. 
Sanford  E.  Currier,  divorced  wife  of 
the  alleged  head  of  the  organization ; 
Mont  Akeyson,  former  lieutenant  in 
the  Oregon  National  Guard,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  L.  Wollette  conspired 
to  involve  Keeney  following  their  al- 
leged confession  implicating  them- 
selves. 

Among  those  indicted  with  Keeney 
are  Geo.  \V.  Wollete,  plumber,  and 
William  Stewart. 

District  Attorney  Evans  recently  said 
that  he  has  the  statements  of  ten  per- 
sons accused  as   members  of  the   ring 


and  more  than  twenty  persons  are  im- 
plicated in  these  confessions. 

One  confession  is  said  to  implicate 
Irvie  Barniman  and  Lester  Burright, 
arrested  in  Oakland,  Cal.,  on  charges 
of  arson.  Burright  has  been  sent  to 
"the  pen." 

Arson  at  St.   Helena 

This  California  city  is  stirred  by  the 
arrest  of  six  persons  charged  with  in- 
cendiarism and  defrauding  an  insur- 
ance company  in  1913. 

Halfmoon  Bay,  Cal.,  Oct.  28— Wil- 
liam Fisher,  former  conductor  on  the 
Ocean  Shore  Railroad,  was  arrested 
here  today  and  charged  with  arson, 
following  the  fourth  attempt  which  the 
authorities  say  has  been  made  to  burn 
the  Gilchrist  hotel. 

Shortly  after  fire  was  discovered  in 
the  linen  closet  of  the  place-  early  this 
morning,  H.  Morris,  a  watchman,  al- 
leges that  he  saw  Fisher  leave  the 
building.  Fisher  was  later  taken  into 
custody  by  Constable  Fred  A.  Sim- 
mons. He  denied  that  be  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  fire,  declaring  that 
he  was  in  bed  at  the  time  and  that  he 
was  the  victim   of  mistaken   identity. 

The  authorities  have  been  on  watch 
for  some  time  for  a  mj^sterious  person 
who  is  said  to  have  attempted  to  fire  a 
number  of  buildings  and  also  to  have 
committed  other  malicious  acts.  It 
was  believed  that  an  insane  man  was 
responsible  for  the  depredations. 

New  members  of  the  California  De- 
velopment Board  include  the  Liver- 
pool &  London  &  Globe. 

The  County  Fire  is  cutting  its  capi- 
tal in  two. 

The  Royal  paid  2S9  per  share  for  1914. 
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LIFE  The  Penn  Mutual  is  now  in  its  new  home 

The  Prudential  advertises  that  it  was  the  ^^^^  9-story  building, 

first  company  in  America  to  pay  claims  as  The  .Etna  Life  has  written  about  §2,200,- 

soon  as  satisfactory    proofs  of  death    were  000  on  the  lives  of  Canada  soldiers  fighting 

received.  in  Europe. 

Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

"The    Oldest  Scottish   Insurance  Office." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50-52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mgr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOTCH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVm,  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREN  CAMPBELL,  Special  A  at.  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHN,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  N.    Y. 

SEMI-ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  JUNE    30,  1915 

Assets $11,764,957  75 

Liabilities 8,129,567  28 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,635,390  47 

Losses  Paid  to  June  30,  1915 50,512,471  85 

This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 
Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Health,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary.  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public,  Teams  i  Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage),  Automobile  i  Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision),  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Onrners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

(  California— CHAS., J.  BOSWORTH,  General  .\gent.  Merchants  Exchange, 
Pacific  Coast  Department:  i  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— .SEELEY  &  CO.,  Ill  S.  loth 
f  St..  Tacoma;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of   l,o]vi>o:x 

Cash    Assets.      .      .      .      $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPECIAL  AGENTS— C.  \V.  Rohrer.  Los  Angeles.  Cal.;  Rod  K.  Smith,  Portland.  Oregon; 
T.  S.  Heath,  Denver;  .1.  E.  Johnsen,  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinmann,  B.  L.  Pknfiei.d,  .San  Francisco. 
Pekcv  J    Perry,  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 

J.  M.  MENDELL,  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

Wyi.  Hackett,  Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch^Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIX  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  fe?  Mercantile 

Insurance  Company 
Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 

$8,926,952.00 

E.  G.  BICHARDS,  Manager 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street.  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  Representatives: 

E.  J.  Yonng.  201  American  Bank  Bldg..  Seattle:  P.  W.  Gedney.  o04  Empire  State  Bid?  ,  Spokane. Wash., 
E.  C.  Willey.  1645  Tremont  St.,  Denver,  f'olo.  ;C.  Harris.  51o  Title  Ins.  BUls..Lns  Angeles:  H.  !• .  Smith. 
224  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland,  Or. :    G.W.Dearborn,  F.  J.  Schoeneman.  C.  F.  Milliman,  San    Francisco 


ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH 

(which  are  bnt  a  small  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Coinpa  y  1 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business  ?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

THEN 

Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company,  Are  you  represented  here?  Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplatmg  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Harm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an    applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."     "My  business  is  chiefly  ." 

"1  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  ths  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  .=ome  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad  hand  and  the  warm 
eye  They  will  pay  you  a  handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance     Company 
OF    Great    Britain. 

Organized  V^J^, 

FIRE    -     LIGHTNING     -    TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE     -     SPRINKLER    LEAKAGE 


North  American  Branch: 

Hartford,   Conn. 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 


FIELD     REPRESENTATIVES: 

FRED  W.  GASTON,  Tacoma,  Wash., 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia. 

.lOH.V  L.  REAMS,  State  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg..  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  I'tah, 

H.  C.  EDMrXDSON,   Realty  Building, 

Spokane,  Wash.. 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

General  .\gent,  California,  Nevada,  .\rizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE: 

420  Montgomery  Street 


China 

Edward  Gibbon  wrote  of  the  Roman 
senate:  "though  it  was  every  moment 
in  their  power  to  repeal  thedi-j^raceful 
edict  of  Gallienus,  the  proutl  successors 


of  the  Scipios  patiently  acquiesced  in 
their  exclusion  from  all  military  em- 
ploj^ments.  They  soon  experienced, 
that  those  who  refuse  the  sword  must 
renounce  the  scepter."  And  so  with 
nations. 
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Wire  in   Hat  Saved   Her  Life 

Scranton,  Pa. — -A  wire  frame  in  her 
hat  saved  the  life  of  Miss  Lillian  E. 
Woehrle,  20  years  old,  a  stenographer 
in  the  recorder  of  deeds'  office,  when 
a  machinist's  hammer  fell  from  a  four- 
story  building  on  Washington  avenue 
and  struck  her  on  the  head.  Miss 
Woehrle  was  taken  to  the  State  Hos- 
pital   suffering    from    a    severe    scalp 


wound.  She  was  on  her  way  to  the 
courthouse  when  the  roof  repairer  left 
the  hammer  drop.  Physicians  say  the 
wire  in  the  woman's  hat  saved  her 
from  a  fractured  skull  and  perhaps 
instant  death. 


The  Patriotic  Assurance  of  Ireland  will 
be  managed  by  the  Sun  Insurance  Office 
people  in  this  country. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  ilNCORPORATEDlSSl) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Surplus .    .    .    $1,070,347.73 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

3aO    CALIFORNIA   STREET        -        .         -         SAS  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  HENLEY  &  SCOTT,  Managers. 


TOIAL  ASSETS  kEPRcSENIED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co. 

of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  III. 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


22,000     EDITION 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 
202  -  204  Sansome  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


It   Is  for  All  Local  Agents 
12th   EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey  Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.25 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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POPULATION. 

The  United  States,    -     100,000,000 

TOWNS   AND  CITIES  IN   THE  PACIFIC 
WEST. 

Aberdeen,  Wash 15.100 

Alameda,  Cal 2ti,000 

Albuquerque,  N.  M.    .     .     .  12,600 

Anaconda.  Mont 11,500 

.\shland.  Ore. 5.450 

Astoria,  Ore 10.600 

Baker  City,  Ore 7.500 

Bakersfleld.  Cal 15,000 

Bellingham,  Wash.    .    .    .  27,000 

Berkeley.  Cal 46,000 

Billings.  Mont 11,500 

Bisbee.  Ari 9,700 

Boise  City,  Idaho   ....  20,000 

Boulder,  Colo 7,000 

Bozeman,  Mout 5,700 

Butte,  Mont 43.000 

Centralia,  Wash 8,000 

Cheyenne.  Wyo 13,000 

Chico,  Cal 6,500 

Coeur  d'Alene,  Idaho    .   .   .  8,000 

Colorado  Springs  ....  30,100 

Corvallis,  Ore 5,000 

Cripple  Creek,  Colo.  ,    .     .  8,000 
Denver,  Colo.     ....  225,000 

Douglas.  Ari 7,000 

Eugene,  Ore 6,600 

Eureka,  Cal 14,000 

Everett,  Wash 27,500 

Fresno,  Cal 28.000 

Globe,  Ari 7,.=>00 

Goldfield,  Nev 6,000 

Grand  Junction,  Colo.  .   .   .  6,500 

Grants  Pass,  Ore 6.000 

Great  Falls,  Mont.      .    .  16.000 

Greeley,  Colo 6.500 

Helena,  Mont. 13,700 

Honolulu 57,500 

Hoquiam  City,  Wash.    .  .  10.000 

Kalispell,  Mont 6,000 

La  Grande.  Ore 5,000 

Laramie,  Wyo 19,000 

Leadville.  Colo 13,000 

Lewiston,  Idaho 6.700 

Livingston,  Mont 6.000 

Logan.  Utah  ....  8.200 

Long  Beach.  Cal 22,000 

Los  Angeles.  Cal 378.000 

Marysville.  Cal 6,.5O0 

Medford,Ore 9.300 

Missoula,  Mont.    .          .   .  14,000 

Napa,  Cal 7,000 

Nome,  Alaska 15.000 

North  Yakima,  Wash.  .   .   .    Ifi.OOO 

Oakland.  Cal 175.000 

Ogden,  Utah 29,000 

Olympia.  Wash 7. .500 

Pasadena  Cal 3.5,000 

Pendleton.  Ore 7,000 

Phoenix.  Ariz 13,000 

Pocatello.  Id 10.5<X> 


Pomona,  Cal 

Petaluma,  Cal 

Portland,  Ore 

Prescott,  Ariz 

Provo,  Utah 

Pueblo,  Colo.  .... 

Redding,  Cal 

Redlands,  Cal 

Red  Bluff,  Cal 

Reno.  Nev .   . 

Richmond.  Cal.    .   .       .   .   . 

Riverside,  Cal 

Rock  .Springs,  Wyo.    .   .   . 

Roswell,  N.  M 

.Sacramento,  Cal 

Salem.  Ore 

Salinas,  Cal 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah      .    . 
San  Bernardino,  Cal.    .    . 

San  Diego,  Cal 

San  Francisco 

San  Francisco  and  suburbs 

San  Jose,  Cal 

.San  Luis  Obispo    .   . 

San  Rafael,  Cal 

Santa  Ana.  Cal 

Santa  Barbara.  Cal.    .    .    . 

Santa  Cruz.  Cal 

Santa  Fe.N.M 

Santa  Monica  Cal 

Santa  Rosa,  Cal 

Seattle.  Wash 

Sheridan,  Wyo.  ... 

Spokane.  Wash 

Stockton.  Cal 

Tacoma.  Wash 

Tonopah.Nev 

Trinidad,  Colo 

Tucson,  Ariz 

Twin  Falls,  Id 

Vallejo,  Cal 

Vancouver,  B.  C 

Vancouver.  Wash 

Ventura.  Cal 

Victoria .  B.  C 

Walla  Walla.  Wash 


11,-500 

7.000 

242,000 

6.000 

9,900 

46,000 

5,000 

11,800 

5,000 

11,500 

8.500 

16,800 

6,200 

6,700 

54,.500 

15,000 

5.000 

84,000 

14,000 

47,000 

485,000 

860,000 

33,500 

6,000 

6,800 

9,400 

13,500 

13,000 

5,.500 

8,.500 

9,000 

273.000 

9,000 

120.000 

26,000 

97.000 

5,000 

7.000 

14,500 

5,800 

13..500 

69,000 

10,.500 

5,000 

36,.t00 

22.000 


OTHER  CITIES. 

London      

New  York      .         .    .    . 

Paris  

Berlin 


.     .     .  7,000,000 

.     .     .  5,250.000 

.     .     .  3.000.000 

.     .     .  2,600.000 

Vienna       2.400,000 

Chicago 2.400,000 

St.  Petersburg    ....  2.350.000 

Philadelphia       .    .    .  1,700,000 


St.  Louis 

Boston        

Cleveland  .  .  .  . 
Baltimore  .  .  .  . 
Pittsburg  .  .  .  . 
St.  Paul-Minneapolis 
Detroit  .... 

Buffalo 

Milwaukee         .     .     . 


7.T0.000 
7.30.000 
620.000 
600,000 
580,000 
580.000 
500.000 
460.000 

4 10, mo 


Population,  Areas  and  Capitals  of  States  and 
of  the  Pacific  West. 

State  (or  Ter.  Capital. 

Alaska  Ter Juneau  .    . 

Arizona .  Phoenix    . 

California Sacramento 

Colorado Denver 

Hawaii  Ter Honolulu 

Idaho Boise  .    . 

Montana Helena  .    .    . 

Nevada .  Carson  City 

New  Mexico Santa  Fe   .    . 

Oregon Salem     .    .    . 

Utah Salt  Lake  Ci'y 

Washington Olympia    .   . 

Wyoming Cheyenne     . 


Territories 
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Royal  ExcKahge  Assurance 


OF      LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 

Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY.  United  States  Mgr. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING.   State  Agent 

For    Oregron,  Washington    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING,  SEATTLE 


CANTON 


I 


nsurance 


Oiii 


ice 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)  -  -  $  250,000  00 
Cash  Assets  (Gold)  -  -  -  2,745,650  72 
Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,941,508  60 
Bonds  on  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -       399,500  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


PARROTT    &  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San    Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company.  Ltd. 

Of  London 

ESTABLISHED   1782 


^V.   IRVIJVG 

General   Agent    for   Pacific  Coast 

E.  C.  F.  KNOWLES 
Assistant  General  Agent 


3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street) 

San    Francisco 


The  Employers'  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Head  Office  for  Umtf.d  States: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton.  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  low  rates. 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen  s 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        -        -        San  Francisco,  Gal. 
Royal   Insurance   Building 
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AUTOMOBILE 

Merced,  Oct.  16.  —  Bernarda  Mello, 
aged  20,  ^yas  killed  late  today  on  the 
state  highway  near  Atwater,  when  the 
automobile  in  which  he  was  riding 
overturned  while  attempting  to  pass 
another  machine. 

Cashmere,  Wash.  Oct.  1.  —  Auto 
truck  and  load  of  lumber  burned, 
caught  from  leaking  gasoline. 

Near  Keystone,  Cal.,  a  Peerless 
burned,  the  second  within  two  weeks, 
both  being  stages. 

Automobile  turned  turtle  near  Mt. 
Diablo,  Cal.,  Oct.  10.  Driver  fatally 
hurt. 

LIFE 

Many  are  hit  by  the  present  deprecia- 
tion in  investments,  and  are  ripe  pros- 
pects. This  is  one  of  the  best  talking 
points  you  could  have  at  the  present 
time.  A  leading  writer  expressed 
amazement  the  other  daj'  that  more 
agents  were  not  taking  advantage  of  it. 
He  said  he  was  using  it  to  the  limit  of 
his  ability.  A  client  of  his,  a  very 
rich  man,  was  bemoaning  the  present 
situation  from  an  investment  stand 
point.  "  Why,  "  he  said,  "I  have 
S500,000  in  stocks  and  bonds,  not  fly- 
by-night  securities,  but  the  l)est  of 
their  class,  and  they  are  worth  today 
$190,000  less  than  tht-y  were  worth 
prior  to  this  European  war."  This 
gave  the  agent  his  opening.  He 
showed  the  man  the  connection  be- 
tween depreciated  securities  and  insur- 
ance enough  to  make  up  the  difference 
or  thereabouts.  The  result  was  that 
the  man  said,  "show  me  your  line," 
and  Mr.  Rosen  wrote  him  for  SlOO,- 
000.     The  i^ersun  whose    investments 


are  in  real  estate,  also  needs  life  in- 
surance as  perhaps  never  before. — New 
York  Life  Bulletin. 

The  Sun  Life  of  Canada  bought 
$1,000,000  of  the  new  British  war- 
loan  bonds,  which  paj'  a  good  interest 
equal  to  the  average  earned  on  the 
company's  assets. 

ACCIDENT 

At  Portland,  Ore.,  Ira  M.  Brown 
laughed  so  hard  and  long  that  his 
false  teeth  lodged  in  his  throat.  His 
friends  sent  for  a  dentist,  who  pulled 
them  out,  but  not  one  by  one. 

GENERAL 

Then    He    Wanted    Him    Badly 

The  following  old  re-printed  story, 
the  chief  actor  in  which  may  be  liv- 
ing, would  seem  to  justify  the  term 
"canny"  sometimes  applied  to  the 
Scot.  An  old  retired  Fifeshire  farmer 
was  from  time  to  time  called  on  and 
urged  to  insure  his  house  against  fire 
by  an  agent  who  was  familiarly  known 
as  "Sandy." 

The  old  man,  however,  met  the 
agent's  advances  with  "Xa,  na!"  fol- 
lowing by  what  he  doubtless  considered 
a  clinching  argument:  "My  hoose  is 
no  likely  to  gang  on  fire,  mon!" 

The  unexpected,  however,  happened, 
and  the  neighbors  were  astonished  to 
see  the  old  man,  instead  of  trying  to 
put  out  the  tire,  running  up  and  down 
the  village  street,  shouting: 

"Whaur's  that  mon  Sandy  noo? 
Whaur's  that  insurance  chap?  It's 
terrible  ye  can  never  get  a  body  when 
ye're  needin'  'im!" 

All  life  is  the  evolution  of  pre- 
existent  forms  and  identities. 
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ESTABLISHED     1873 

Office   of   Ed^vard   E.    Potter 

Oeneral    Agent 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,    without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL    AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE   ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble   of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.   E.  POTTER    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the   Best   Insurance   While   You  Are   About  It 
It    Costs    No    More 


"^T^Ri^r  GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New    York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .  $3,889,296  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  432,560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    .    .    $3,053,576  00        UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    §811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  |1, 080.978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .     $173,718  00 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.    W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  CaL 
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NSURANCE 


NOV. 


MARINE 

Washington. — The  narrow  escape  of 
a  ship's  company  from  death  and  the 
salvage  of  the  ship  itself  from  destruc- 
tion through  the  burning  of  a  cargo  of 
8597  tons  of  naptha  and  benzine  is 
recorded  in  the  "Canal  Record."  La 
Habra,  one  of  the  Union  Oil  Com- 
pany's fleet,  caught  fire  last  February' 
from  a  short  circuit  while  the  vessel 
was  in  the  Xorth  Atlantic  in  a  heavy 
sea.  The  gasoline  tanks  caught  fire 
and  the  crew  took  to  the  boats,  be- 
lieving the  vessel  doomed.  But  as  the 
tanks  exploded,  the  heavy  seas  break- 
ing over  the  vessel  washed  in  through 
the  tank  cover  apertures  and  the  water 
floated  the  oil  out  and  thus  extin- 
guished the  fire.  The  ship  was 
brought    into    j^ort. 


The  North  Pacific  S.  S.  Co.  str. 
Santa  Clara  was  wrecked  at  4:30  p. 
m.  Nov.  2,  striking  a  shoal  at  the 
entrance  to  Coos  bay,  170  miles  south 
of  the  Columl)ia.  Lives  lost,  12.  Tide 
running  out  and  heavy  southerly  wind 
blowing.  The  Santa  Clara  was  form- 
erly the  James  Dollar  and  before  that 
the  James  S.  Kimball.  Tonnage  1208 
net,  length  220  feet,  age  15. 


The  new  La  Follj'ette  seaman's  law 
is  causing  loss  or  embarrassment  on 
the  Pacific  Coast.  All  ^h\\)<  of  a  trans- 
Pacific  company  have  been  sold  East. 
Many  other  seamen  are  out  of  work 
because  of  the  strict  eyetest  under  the 
new  law.     Prol>ably  3,000  seamen  are 


In  its  45th  year 

now  permanently  out  of  work.  Con- 
gressmen looking  for  votes  and  labor 
union  bosses  looking  for  dues  have 
made  a  bad  mess  with  this  federal 
legislation. 

Steamer  Fort  Bragg,  built  in  Fair- 
haven  in  1899,  went  ashore  on  Nov.  5, 
near  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  lower  Cali- 
fornia, and  became  a  total  wreck.  By 
the  breeches  buoj^  all  passengers  and 
the  crew  were  saved.  The  ship  was  of 
275  tons  register  and  155  feet  long. 
Formerly  she  plied  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Mendocino  ports. 
FIRE 

Santa  Rosa,  Cal.— The  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  of  the  Pacific  have  offered 
S500  reward  for  conviction  of  the  in- 
cendiary who  set  fire  to  the  hop  kilns 
in  the  nearby-  Woodland  hop-yards. 

John  \V.  Shirley,  a  San  Francisco 
liroker,  in  his  will  left  $500  each  to 
two  orphan  asylums,  one  church  and 
one  boys'  aid  society. 


Milan,  Wash.,  Oct.  16.— The  entire 
plant  of  the  Spokane  Lumber  Com- 
pany was  burned  today  with  a  loss 
estimated  at  S  100,000.  The  insurance 
amounted  to  850,000.  The  company 
is  owned  by  residents  of  Minneapolis. 

Owens,  Or.,  Oct.  17.  —  Postoffice 
and  dwelling  burned  this  morning. 

Santa  Rosa,  Cal.,  Sept.  30.  —Grace 
Bros,  brewery-barns,  200  tons  of  hay 
and  a  garage  of  Santa  Rosa  Taxi  Co. 


STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER    $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 


OF  LONDON 


COl 


OLONIAL 

FIRE   UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACIFIC    DEPARTMENT 


WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacramento  Streets 

San    Erancisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices  :    Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver.  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  IN    EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


1863 


52nd  YEAR 


1915 


FIRE 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized  in  1863 


MARINE 


Firemans  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under   the    Laws  of  California. 

433  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Insurance  Exchange  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         i4ssefs,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 

LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE   SECRETARY 

T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH, 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


L 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON.  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Man  carer 

Mason  Building-  Boston,  Mass. 


Southeastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 

Atlanta,  Greorgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ    HERRMANN,  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 
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f^eView* 


An    Insurance    Journal     and     Directory 
IN    ITS    FORTY. FOURTH     YEAR 

San   Francisco:     122  Halleck  Street  Telephone  Sutter  1732 

The  Onlu  INSURANCE  Journal  in  the  Pacific  West  INSURANCE  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Publi«her» 

Average  Fire  Commission  in  the  United  States 

A.  O.  U.  W.  in  California  Banl<rupt 

A  Death  from  Absence  Claim 

California  Marine  Totals  for  30  Years 

Age  Limit  for  Frame  Buildings 

State  Court  Marine  Decision 

California  1915  Legislation 

Causes  of  Saw  Mill  Fires 

Life  Insurance  Soliciting  30  Years  Ago 

Reminiscences,  in  1877,  and  20  Years  Ago 

"Signs  of  the  Times" 

Marine  Companies'  Business  and  Commissions 

Bonding  Companies  Creating  Prejudice 

Some  Foreign  Companies'  Home  Office  Figures 

Death  of  Col.  Wm.  Macdonald 

Are  Suggestions  to  Life  Solicitors  Any  Good  ? 

The  Billings  Claim 

Extraordinary  Incendiary  Fire  at  Fresno 

California  State  Compensation  Fund 


Circulating  Extensively  in  all  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific 
West 


^= 


Price  25  Cents 

$3.00  Per  Annum 


Subscribers  in  the  East,  in  Europe,  in 
South  America,  Japan,  China   and 

Australasia 


=J 


ASSETS    IN    UNITED    STATES,     -     $14,783,618.69 


Established  1836 


Entered 


The  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  States  Branch  on  the    1st  of   January,  1915.  in  accowiance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  as  follows : 


Assets    .   . 
Liabilities 


.$14,783,618.69 
.     9.961.463.20 


surplus $  4.822,155.49 

As  an  illustration  of  the  Company's  practice  in  maintaining  its  Assets  in  the  United  States  in  a  year  of 
excessive  loss,  the  following  figures  may  interest  Policyholders : 

Year.  Assets  at  January  I.  Income.  Expenditure. 

1906   (San  Fnuici.sco  Fire)  .  .  .    $12,234,948  $8,144,207  $9,888,323 

1907 12,335,961  

Thus  showing  Excess  OF  K\!m;n-diturf.  of $1,744,116 

And  Increase  OF  Assets  ill  the  same  time  of 101,013 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  UXITI!:!!  STATES  BRANCH:    Net  premiums;     1848.  $4,519;  1858.  $471,988: 
1868.  $l,;39.620:  1878.  $2,422,126    1888. $3,928,010:  1898.  $4,979,422:  1908.  $7,427,618, 1914,  $8,667,549. 
LOSSES.— The  amount  paid  in  siiMaotion  of  Fire  Losses  in  the  United  States  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year  exceeds  $142  000.000.    This  '      -c  sum,  in  cnnjunotion  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's  business  .evin- 
ces the  confidence  of  the  public  aii'i  ^  ii ••  faithfulness  with  which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled. 


ROBERT  P.  FABJ,  Manage 

THOS.  fi.  ANDERSON,  Asst   Mana 


P.\ciFic  Department  Established  1852 
In  Conipanf/'>i  New  Building 
444  California  St.,  San  Fratcisco 

Special    Agents  s 

>;..  BRUSH  R.  H.  ROUNTREK  HARRISON  IIOI'SEWORTH  LOGAN  B.  CHANDLER 

iMiORGEF.  GUERR.VZ  CHESTIU  S.  MYRICK  F.  E.  ATKINS  GEO.  J.  JA 
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Conflagration-Proof  Insurance 


Losses  paid  to  date,  -  -  over   $166,000,000 


PACIFIC  DEPARTMENT 


qerman         --     '  ^  protector 
Alliance       ,-;,-       IJnderwritw^ 

Equitable  Tire  &  Marine  Insurance  Coi 

Geo.  H  Tyson  General  agent. 

Herbert  folger.  AsstQenlA6£KI 
SAN  FRANCISCa 


Losses  paid  in  San  Francisco,         -         over  $6,000,000 
Total    Assets   Thirty -Nine  Millions 

Agents  Wanted  in  every  City,  town  or  Village 


w 
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Representing 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

of  New  YorK 

You  will  make  money. 

The  great  strength,  big  dividends  and  incomparable 
benefits  of  the  "oldest  company  in  America"  mean 
certain  success  for  you. 


For  Terms  fo  PrfuJticiuff  Af/enfs.  Address 

George  T.   Dexter,  2d  vice- President 

34  NASSAU   STREET,   NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


LIFE    AND   ACCIDENT 

Tlie  late  8.  C.  Dunham  left  a  for- 
tune of  $718,000,  more  than  half  of 
Tvhich  was  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Travelers. 

President  Cochran  of  the  Pacific 
Mutual  Life  attended  the  December 
meeting  of  the  Association  of  Life  In- 
surance Presidents. 

The  Midland  Casualty  of  Chicago  is 
not  now  authorized  to  do  business  in 
California. 

Five  feet  11  in.  high,  and  another 
fellow  5  ft.  9  in.  high,  both  life  agents 
of?  color,  are  one  Richardson  with 
many  aliases,  and  one  Rii-hardson 
with  other  aliases.  Probably  the  two 
are  H.  S.  Millard  or  Something  Nelson 
or  other,  the  one  and  the  same,  a  deft 
penman    w^ho     secures     blank    elieeks 


from  general  agents  and  forges  their 
signatures.  Maybe  he  is  Virgle  L. 
Richardson,  5  ft.  10  in.  and  now  on 
this  Coa.st,  just  from  Oklahoma. 

About  §2,900,000  new  business  was 
written  by  the  Germania  Life  in  "The 
President's  Month." 

Secretar3'  Drew  of  the  Mutual  Bene- 
fit has  returned  home  from  his  visit  to 
Coast  agencies. 

FIRE 

Tlie  Xew  Zealand  state  fire  insur- 
ance office  wrote  8323,000  premiums 
last  year,  a  gain  of  825,000.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  making  that  gain  yearly. 
Loss  ratio  to  earned,  46  percent.  Ex- 
pense ratio,  less  than  30.  Population 
of  the  Dominion,  about  1,400,000. 
Commissions  paid,  9.  Connnissions 
and  salaries,  20.     There  is  no  capital. 
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INCORPORATED   1861 


The  California  Insurance  Co. 


Cash  Capital, 
Net  Surplus, 
Total  Assets, 


$400,000  00 

191,636  OO 

1,141,200  OO 


E.  T.  NIBBLING,  President 
GEO.  W.  BROOKS,  Secretary 


W.  E.  DEAN,  Vice-President 

JOHN  E.  COSGROVE,  Assistant  Secretary 


HOME  OFFICE  :     Company's  Building.  550-558  Sacramento   St. 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAL. 

Special  Agents  and  Adjusters 

A.  N.  LINDSAY,  H.  DUNKINFIELD,  Seattle,  Washington;  R.  H.  McCURDY,  Portland. 

Oregon;  LEIGH  H.  ROBINS,  Los  Angeles;   J.  J.  CLAYTON,  San  Francisco. 

B.  A.  SIFFORD,  San  Francisco 

Paid  $2,557,000  in  San  Francisco  conflagration  without  discount  or  compromise, 
and  at  the  rate  of  "■  Dollar  for  Dollar." 


London  &  Lancashire 

Fire  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 

OF  LIVERPOOL,  ENG. 


'New  York  Department 

57   and   59    William    Street 

A.  G.  McILWAINE,  Jr., 

Manager 


LONDON & 
LANCASHIRE  ' 

FIRE 

.  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


We^ern  Department 

39  So.  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago 

CHARLES  E.  DOX, 

Manager 


Pacific  Department:     332  Pine  Street.  San  Francisco,  Cai. 
SAM  B.  STOY,  Manager 

Geo.  Ormond  Smith,  agency  supt      San  Francisco     W.  B.  Hopkins,  local  secy. 

J.  P.  Yates,  agency  supt..     Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
SPECIAL   AGENTS 

George  T.  Richmond San  Francisco  G,  L.  Goodell     Portland 

W.  W.  Gilmore Sacramento  David  H.  Parry Seattle 

J.  P.  Hague      Los  Angeles  Henry  A.  Morison .  Spokane 

N.  Gardner Denver 

WILLIAM  M.  KLINGER,    General  Agent,    AUTOMOBILE   DEPARTMENT 
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pacific  Coast 
r^asualty  Company 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY— TEAMS- 
GENERAL  LIABILITY— WORKMEN'S 
COLLECTIVE  —VESSELS  —  ELEVAT- 
OR— AUTOMOBILE— PERSONAL  AC- 
CIDENT—BURGLARY and  PLATE 
GLASS  INSURANCE— FIDELITY  and 
SURETY  BONDS. 


T.    L.    MILLER,    President 


HOME  OFFICE: 

Merchants  Exchange  Building 
SAN    FRANCISCO 


Build  Your  Own  Business 

under    our    direct    general    agency 
contract.     This  is  a  liberal  propo- 
lu\      sition  for  which  men  of  ability  can 
Y2      qualify.       A  few    exceptional    op- 
portunities   are    open  at    present. 
For  particulars,  address: 

JOHN   F.  ROCHE.  Vice-President 

The  Manhattan  Life 

Insurance  Co.        organized  isso 

66  Broadway,   New  York 


Automobile  Thefts 

In  1911  there  were  617  c;trs  stolen 
in  the  city  of  Chicago.  In  1912,  678; 
in  1913,  557;  in  1914,  1,145  and  so 
far  this  year,  1,996.  While  92  per- 
cent of  the  cars  stolen  are    recovered, 


there  is  often  a  small  loss  for  the  insur- 
ance companies  to  pay  on  such  ma- 
chines. 

MARINE 

The  ship  Santa  Clara,  in  the  port 
of  Genoa,  was  guaranteed  a  safe  ar- 
rival within  six  months,  providing  the 
ship  did  not  change  its  course.  This 
marine  insurance  was  quaintly  under- 
taken on  23  October  1347,  byGeorgius 
Leca vellum,  a  sort  of  original  Lloyds 
man  who  wanted  the  whole  thing. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  this  year 
British  marine  losses  were  S35,000,000, 
of  which  320,000,000  were  due  to  the 
war.  The  losses  for  same  time  in 
1914  were  only  $6,500,000.  The  ordi- 
nary casualties  therefore  appear  to 
have  doubled. 

CASUALTY 

The  New  Amsterdam  now  makes  its 
underwriting  home  office  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

COMPENSATION 

There  is  need  of  the  Insurance  Fed- 
eration in  West  Virginia,  where  the 
state  insurance  department  is  helping 
to  make  the  state  compensation  fund  a 
politi(;al  machine  by  compelling  the 
employers  to  insure  with  the  irrespons- 
ible state  fund.  The  California  in- 
surance depurtinent  is  working  along 
the  same  political-machine  lines.  Let 
all  insurance  men  hang  together  or 
they  will  hang  separately. 

The  West  Virginia  commissioner  is 
requiring  emijloyers  to  give  a  heavy 
bond  besides,  if  they  insure  in  private 
corporations  --a  bond  covering  the 
hazard  of  the  killing  of  everybody  in 
the  works.  The  Mexicanization  of 
this  country  is  going  forward  steadily. 
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The 


Pennsylvania 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Philadelphia 

Assets  Jan.  1,   1915,    $8,090,190.07 
Surplus  to  Policyholders 

Jan.  1,  1915,    2,938,553.34 


One  of  the  Oldest  and  Strongest  Fire  Insurance  Offices 
in  the  United  States 

Pacific  Coast  Department: 
2  0  1    Sansome  Street,  SAN    FRANCISCO 

RUSSELL  W.  OSBORN,   Manager 

S.  P.  MESICK,  Superintendent  of  Agencies 
F.  J.  AGNEW, 
SPECIAL    AGENTS:    A.  C.  McConnell     C.  V.  McCarthy     F.  A.  Lathrop 


TO    SAMPLE    COPY  Receiver: 

Write  to  the  Coast   Review   for   Special   Offer   to 
new   subscribers. 

GENERAL 

The  U.  K.  court  of  appeal  recently 
held  that  a  man  born  in  Germany  but 
who  had  lived  in  England  since  aged 
18  had  not  lost  his  Gernjan  national- 
ity, under  the  German  naturalization 
law  of  1913,  by  which  also,  without 
returning,  he  might  still  recover  his 
original  nationality.  The  court  held 
that  under  this  law  of  1913  a  German 
could  never  be  said  to  have  lost  his 
German  nationality.  In  this  case,  de- 
fendant had  never  been  naturalized  in 
England.  Enemy-born  people  in  all 
the  warring  countries  appear  to  be 
leading  unpleasant  lives. 

Baker,  Or.,  will  soon  be  in  first- 
rate  condition  as  to  water  supply,  etc. 


The 

Metropolitan 
Life 

Insurance  Company 


Pacific  Coast  Head  Office 
Metropolitan  Life  Building 

Pine  and  Stockton  Sts. 
SAN  FRAINCISCO 
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The  Continental  (Fire)  Insurance  Co. 

The  Strongest  American  Company 


Home  Office 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 


Western  Office 
332  So.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago 


Fidelity-Phenix  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

An  Active  Supporter  of  the  American  Agency  System 

Home  Office  Western  Office 

80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York  137  So.  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago 

American  Eagle  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Incorporated  to  meet  the  wishes  of  American  Agents  and 
take  over  the  business  of  the  Fidelity  Underwriters 

HENRY  EVANS,  President 
80  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 
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OF    LONDON" 


Founded  in  1714 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT:     Insurance  Exchange,    San   Francisco 

HARRY   H.  SMITH,  Manager 

EDW.  M.  BRODENSTEIN,  Branch  Sec  \  J.  PERCY  CARROLL,  Supt.  of  Agencies 

SPECIAL  AGENTS:     F.  A.  Stahl,  San  Francisco;    F.  F,  Richards,  Los  Angeles;    W.  J.  Kulp,  Denver;  M.  B.  Boothby,  Portland 
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MUTUAL   FIRE  INSURANCE 


Mutual  Fire  Insurance 

The  mutual  plan  is  the  collection  of  money 
after  a  loss.  It  is  strange  that  any  prop- 
erty-owner— who  is  supposed  to  have  good 
sense — will  risk  his  home  or  his  goods  on 
such  frail  security.  But  there  are  such 
men.  They  learn  the  hitter  leason,  when  a 
fire  occurs;  for  it  is  a  rare  thing  that  the 
mutual  pays  a  claim  in  full,  and  it  frequently 
compromises  or  repudiates  claims. 


Stock  Fire  Insurance 

The  only  form  of  genuine  indemnity 
against  loss  by  fire  is  the  stock-company 
form.  There  never  will  be  any  other  until 
the  Millennium.  Men  may  mutually  prom- 
ise but  they  never  mutually  perform,  in  any 
form  of  indemnity.  The  so-called  mutual 
itYe  insurance  companies  depend  on  no  man's 
promise.  They  collect  large  sums  in  ad- 
vance. When  mutual  fire  insurance  com- 
panies do  likewise  they  will  be  entitled  to  a 
respectful  hearing  —  and  not  until  then. 
Stock  fire  insurance  is  a  sure  collection  of 
losses  and  expenses  in  advance,  made  by 
men  who  risk  their  capital  for  a  small 
annual  consideration. 


The  Kentucky  Fire  Mutual  of  Covington, 
a  suburb  of  Cincinnati,  wrote  so  much  bad 
business  when  every  kind  was  offered  that  it 
now  owes  $40,000  which  it  cannot  pay.  The 
members  refused  to  pay  assessments,  as  they 
always  do  when  losses  are  heavy. 

The  Mutual  Fire  of  Portland,  Dr.,  and 
the  Beaver  State  Mutual  Fire  of  the  same 
city,  in  ditticulty  for  sometime,  have  finally 
and  fitly  died,  leaving  unpaid  claims. 

A  Kentucky  court  holds  that  an  appli- 
cant for  insurance  in  a  mutual  is  not  a 
member  until  his  application  is  approved. 
In  other  words,  he  is  not  insured  at  the 
time  of  the  application. 

The  Butte  County  (Cal.)  Farmers'  Mutual 
has  been  obliged,  by  lack  of  support,  to  dis- 
continue business.  The  members  were 
afraid  of  the  assessment  liability. 


More  Than  500  Mutuals  Failed 

In  a  quarter-century  more  than  500  fire 
mutuals,  nearly  all  doing  a  general  busi- 
ness, failed.  'Ihese  eompanies  failed  because 
their  members  refused  to  pay  assessments. 


London  Mutual 

This  Canadian  mutual,  though  having  few 
losses  in  the  San  Francisco  fire,  made  com- 
promise settlements. 


Republic  Mutual 

San  Franciscans  pinned  their  faith  to  this 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  nuitual.  It  did  not  pay  a 
cent  of  its  $10,000  conflagration  losses,  and 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 


Johnstown  Mutual 

Found  San  Franciscans  who  had  faith  in 
mutual  insurance.  Paid  no  losses  and  went 
into  hands  of  receiver. 


There  is  little  reason  to  grumble  about 
mutual  competition  in  California.  Of 
$1,16.3,000.000  written  in  1914,  the  mutuals 
wa-oteless  than  $17,000,000  or  1.5  percent. 
Of  the  $16,700,000  fire  premiums,  the 
mutuals  collected  only  $340,000  or  2  per- 
cent.    What  are  you  kicking  about? 

The  average  stock  company  premium  rate 
in  California  is  $1.43,  while  the  average 
mutual  premium  rate  in  the  state  is  $2. 

The  only  fire  mutual  that  can  make 
permanent  success  is  the  one  that  charges 
adequate  rates,  collects  the  premiums  in 
advance  and  is  honestly  and  safely  managed. 

New  England  mutuals  did  not  all  pay 
their  Salem  conflagration  losses  in  full.  One 
paid  50  cents  on  the  dollar  and  promised  to 
pay  the  ''balance  due"  in  the  sweet  bye- 
and-bye. 

The  Farmers  &  Citizens  Mutual  of  San 
Antonio  is  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 

The  Horticultural  and  two  associate 
Oregon  mutuals  ate  in  a  receiver's  hands. 
A  small  percentage  of  the  unpaid  fire  losses 
™ay  by  good  luck  be  paid. 
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lncorpora.tecl    1819 


Cash  Capital 

$5,000,000.00 


Cash  Assets  Now 

$23,400,526.99 


Losses  Paid 

in 

96  Years 

$144,393,662.00 


Net  Surplus 

$6,668,448.39 

Surplus  as  to 

Policyholders 

$11,668,448.39 

All  Losses  Paid  in  Cash  Without  Discount  Immediately  Upon  Adjustment 

W.  M.  BREEDING,  General  Agent 

E.  S.   LIVINGSTON,  G.   E.  TOWNSEND,    Asst.  General  Agents  5? 

Main  Office,    301    California  Street  y 

SAN    FRANCISCO  Jf 

SPECIAL    AGENTS    AND     ADJUSTERS  U 

J.  A.  MURPHY.  General  Adjuster  2 

A     H.F.MILLS.             JOHN   P.   BREEDEN,             GEO.  F.  ROBERTS,              FRED  H.  RAOADS,  H.  E.  O'BRIEN,      A 

y                                               J.   A.  GALLAGHER,           G.  S.   MARINER.           E.   V.   CULVER.  V/ 

T  This  Company  has  absoUitely  no  connection  with  any  other  corporation  IP 

1 1  bearing  the  name  of  ^Etna.  I) 
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HARTFORD  FIRE 

Insurance  Company 

Chartered  1810 

FIRE,    MARINE  AND  AUTOMOBILE    INSURANCE 


Assets.  January  1,  1915.      $26,954,099  46 
Surplus  to  Policyholders,  9,543,103  12 

DIXWELL  HEWITT,  General  Agent 

ADAM   GILLILAND,  Assistant  General   Agent 

43  Q  California  Street,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

City  and  Marine  Department 
441  CALIFORNIA  ST. 


SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 
GEO.  E    DKVrNE,  Sup't  of  Agencies,  San  Francisco 
3    J.  DENNIS,  Portland,  Ore.  C.  E.  MILLER.  Salt  Lake  City,   Utah 

MILTON  E.  SPAULDING,  So/iFrafiri8co,Ca7.        NEIL  STEWART.  Spokane,  Wash. 
ROBERT  E    DOLLARD,  San  Francisco.  Cat.        P.  H.  GRIFFITH.  Los  Angeles,   Cal. 
W.  S.  DENNIS,  San  Francisco,  Cat.  ERNEST  E.  PRICE.  Los  Angeles,  CaL 

L.  H.  EARLE,  San  Francisco.  Cal. 
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Established  1871 


DECEMBER,  1915 
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INSURANCE 

Subscription,  §3  a  Year  In  the  45th  Year  Foreign,  $3.50 

Volnme  SS  San  Francisco,    California,    U.  S.  A.  Number  twelve 

Entered  at  San  Francisco  Postoffice  as  second-class  mail  matter 


Insurance    is   preparedness. 

xt 

Farmers  and   insurers   want 
producers. 

tt 

Fires  are  increasing  in  tlie 

East  and  decreasing  in  the  Pacific  West. 

XX 

Sixty -five     percent    of    the 

shingles  used  in    the    Ignited  States  are 

cut  in  the  state  of  Washington. 

XX 

All  insurance  on  the  Exposi- 
tion buildings  expired  on  November  2. 
For  33  days  there  was  no  "protection" 
but  of  course  there  was  only  nominal 
value.  The  exhibits  were  "covered" 
until  removed. 

XX 

A  committee  of  San  Francisco 
brokers   placed    the    insurance    on    the 

Exposition  buildings  without  brokerage. 

XX 

"It  has  come  at  last."     The 
"spieler"   of  a  San  Francisco  "  rubber- 
neck wagon"  is  a  woman. 

n 

While     you     consume     "  a 

course"  dinner,  twenty  men  and  women 

in  this  country  die  of  consumption. 

n 

Insurance  men  are  not  enter- 
prising as  long  as  there  is  no  insurance 
"against"  consumption. 


"Night-riders"    in   Georgia 

are  setting   fire  to    property  of   farmers 

who  employ  negro  laborers.  The  "riders" 

have  undertaken   a  state-wide  job. 

Xt 

The  principal  life  presidents 
of  the  country — excepting  always  Kings- 
ley — met  in  New  York  city  as  usual  last 
week,  to  consider  the   best  interests  of 
the  companies  and  tlie  policyholders. 

XX 

Flxcepting    the    Christmas 

Tree,   and   the  incendiary,   unusual  fire 

hazards   go    as    the   rain    comes  on   the 

Pacific  Coast.     The  fire  loss  ratio  for  the 

year  is  now  known. 

XX 

Make    up    your    books   and 

cheer  up  your  looks,  for  the  times   may 

mend  when  '15  comes  to  an  end. 

XX 

Of  100  life-insured  persons, 
94  are  men. 

XX 

The  Yankee  safety-pin  was 

recently  found     in   the    excavations    of 

Crete.     It  bore  no  date  but  is  estimated 

to  be  6,000  years  old. 

XX 

There  will  soon  be  a  yelp,  a 

wailing  for   help,    from   the  states  with 

insufficient  rates  for  their  compensation 

job-makers  for  needy  political  fakirs. 
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Marine    Insvirance    in    Hig'K    Coxirts 


MAINE 

Plummer  v.  Insurance  Co.  of  North  Amer- 
ica, 95  A.  605,  Dec.  2,  1915 
Contract — 
Rider 

Where  a  rider  attached  to  a  policy  of 
marine  insiu-ance  provided  that  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  that  form  were  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  those  of  the  policy,  and  that 
the  latter  were  thereby  waived,  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  contract  nnist  be 
drawn  from  the  rider. 
Seaworthiness — 
Proof 

Ordinarily  seaworthiness  at  the  inception 
of  a  risk  is  presumed,  but  where  a  vessel 
founders  without  any  stress  of  weather  or 
unusual  buffeting  or  other  extraordinary 
peril,  the  burden  of  showing  seaworthiness 
is  cast  upon  the  assured. 
Implied 

Warranty 

Except  where  the  vessel  is  at  sea  at  the 
inception  of  the  risk,  there  is  an  implied 
warranty  of  seaworthiness  in  time  policies, 
but  the  technical  warranty  of  seaworthiness 
is  satisfied  as  a  condition  precedent  if  at  the 
inception  of  tiie  risk  the  vessel  be  staunch, 
tight,  and  properly  provided  to  meet  the 
ordinary  perils  of  a  voyage. 

Evidence — 

Breach 

In  assumpsit  upon  a  policy,  insuring 
plaintiff's  steam  yacht  for  one  year,  to  re- 
cover loss  or  damage  from  her  filling  while 
moored,  evidence  held  to  show  plaintiff's 
negligence  in  not  examining  her  appliances 
either  before  or  after  launching,  and  in  not 
having  an  anchor  watch,  or  caretaker,  on 
board  until  it  was  found  that  she  was  sea- 
worthy. 
Recovery 

of  Premium 

Where  a  policy  of  marine  insurance  has 
once  attached  and  the  risk  is  entire,  and 
the  insurer  is  not  liable  by  reason  of  the 
insured's  breach  of  a  warranty,  the  if  can 
be  no  recovery  of  tlie  premium. 


To  the  policy  was  attached  a  rider  at  the 
end  of  which  it  was  provided  that: 

"The  terms  and  conditions  of  this  form 
are  to  be  regarded  as  substituted  for  those 
of  the  policy  to  which  it  is  attached;  the 
latter  being  hereby  waived." 

The  court  said : 

The  terms  and  conditions  of  the  contract 
of  the  parties  must  be  drawn  from  the  rider 
which,  by  the  terms  of  the  latter,  was  sub- 
stituted for  the  policy.  The  rider  and  it 
alone  became  the  contract.  New  York, 
etc.,  Co.  v.  .Etna  Ins.  Co.,  204  Fed.  225, 
257. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  law  of  England  that 
in  time  policies  of  marine  insurance  there 
is  no  implied  warranty  whatever  of  sea- 
worthiness. Gilson  v.  Small,  4  H.  E.  C. 
(1853)  353.  Dudgeon  v.  Pembroke,  App. 
Cases,  1876-77,  281.  In  the  United  States 
the  great  weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect 
that,  except  in  cases  when  at  the  inception 
of  the  risk  the  vessel  is  at  sea,  there  is  an 
implied  warranty  of  seaworthiness  in  time 
policies.  Capen  v.  AVashington  Mut.  Ins. 
Co.,  12  Cush.  (Mass.)  517  (1853).  See, 
also.  Pope  v.  Swiss  Lloyds  Ins.  Co.,  4  Fed. 
153,  154.  See,  however,  Merchalits'  Ins. 
Co.  v.  Morrison,  62  111.  242,  14  Am.  Rep. 
93. 

Tiie  technical  warranty  of  seaworthiness 
is  satisfied  as  a  condition  precedent  if  at 
the  inception  of  the  risk  the  vessel  be 
staunch,  strong,  tight  and  properly  equipped, 
and  provided  to  meet  the  ordinary  perils  of 
the  adventure  in  contemplation.  The 
Edwin  I.      Morrison,  153  U.  S.  199,  210. 

It  has  been  held  by  this  court  that  if  the 
owner  himself  was  not  guilty  of  careless- 
ness, the  negligence  of  his  servants  will  not 
deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of  his  insurance. 
Hagar  v.  N.  E.  M.  M.  Ins.  Co.,  59  .Me.  460, 
463.  This  was  an  action  upon  a  time  policy, 
under  which  the  loss  occurred  some  months 
after  the  policy  must  have  attached.  The 
loss  was  claimed  to  have  occurred  through 
the  negligence  of  the  master  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  vessel,  andCopeland  v.  Ins.  Co., 
2  Mete.  (Mass.)  43S,  is  relied  upon.  It  is, 
however,  not  necessary  in  this  case  to  dis- 
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ciiss  the  limitations  stuted  in  the  case  of 
Hagar  v.  Ins.  Co.,  supra. 

It  may  be  noted  that  in  England  even  in 
voyage  policies  the  implied  warranty  of  sea- 
worthiness is  satisfied  if  the  vessel  be  sea- 
worthy at  the  commencement  of  the  risk 
and  negligence  of  the  assured  is  no  defense 
unless  so  gross  as  to  amount  substantially 
to  fraud,  or,  in  other  words,  unless  the 
assured  knowingly,  willfully,  and  wrong- 
fully committed  acts  whereby  the  loss  be 
occasioned. 

The  issue  therefore  is  resolved  into  the 
inquiry  whetlier  the  plaintifl'did  or  did  not 
perform  his  duty  "to  make  his  vessel  sea- 

Fire    Insvirance     I 

ILLINOIS 

People  V.  Fox.,  110  N.  E.  R.  26.    Nov.  30 
Arson 

Proceedings 

In  a  prosecution  for  burning  goods  with 
intent  to  injure  insurance  companies,  there 
is  no  fatal  variance  between  allegation  that 
tliey  belonged  to  an  individual,  and  proof 
that  the  property  was  insured  as  that  of  a 
corporation,  as  the  allegation  was  surplus- 
age. 
Former 

Jeopardy 

An  acquittal  in  a  prosecution  for  arson  in 
burning  a  building  will  not  preclude  subse- 
quent prosecution  for  burning  goods  therein 
with  intent  to  injure  an  insurance  company. 

Trial 

Instructions 

An  instruction  that  a  doubt  upon  which 
defendant  might  be  acquitted  must  be  a 
reasonable  doubt,  not  merely  one  of  specu- 
lation or  probability,  is  erroneous,  because 
informing  the  jury  that  they  should  not 
acquit  on  mere  probability  of  innocence. 

An  instruction  tiiat  the  jury  were  judges 
of  the  credibility  of  witnesses  and  had  the 
right  to  determine  from  their  manner  of 
testifying,  etc.,  which  were  more  worthy  of 
credit,  is  proper. 

It  is  improper  to  allow  the  jury  to  take 
into  consideration  surrounding  circum- 
stances at  the  trial  not  appearing  in  evi- 
dence. 


worthy,  that  is,  tight,  staunch,  and  strong, 
as  far  as  practicable."  Capen  v.  Washing- 
ton Ins.  Co.,  supra. 

We  do  not  understand  that  the  plaintiflF 
seeks,  in  the  event  that  defendant  is  not 
found  liable  on  the  policy,  to  recover  back 
the  premium  paid  defendant,  eitherin  whole 
or  in  part,  as  suggested  may  be  the  case  by 
plaintiff.  We  need  only  state  that  where 
the  policy  has  once  attached  (it  is  admitted 
that  the  policy  was  in  full  force  and  effect 
at  the  time  the  yacht  filled)  and  the  risk  is 
entire,  there  can  be  no  such  recovery. 
Taylor  v.  Lowell,  3  Ma.ss.  331,  343,  344,  3 
Am.  Dec.  141. 


n 


\i  preme 


C  ovirt  s 


Fabrication 

of  Evidence 

In  a  prosecution  for  burning  goods  with 
intent  to  injure  insurance  companies,  evi- 
dence that  accused  had  attea  pted  to  pro- 
cure false  evidence  to  destroy  evidence 
against  himself  and  was  implicated  with 
others  in  an  attempt  to  bribe  an  assistant 
prosecutor  is  admissible,  although  evidence 
of  wholly  unconnected  matters  as  kiting 
notes  should  be  rejected. 


TEXAS 

Occidental  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Linn.,  179  8.  W. 

523.     Nov.  24.  1915 
Review — 

Briefs 
Under  court  rule  40  (  142  S.  W.  xiv)  an 
appellant's  brief  may  be  accepted  as  a 
proper  presentation  of  the  case,  without 
examination  of  the  record  contained  in  the 
transcript,  where  appellee  files  no  brief. 

Evidence — 
Piano 

Wliere  there  was  testimony  by  a  second- 
hand piano  dealer  that  he  had  examined 
the  instrument  insured  for  $400,  and  con- 
sidered its  market  value  in  the  neighbor- 
hood from  $150  to  $200,  and  it  did  not 
appear  whether  the  time  referred  to  was 
before  or  after  the  fire,  a  requested  charge 
that,  the  market  value  of  the  instrument 
Continued  on  page  5oS 
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FIRE    UNDERWRITERS    ASSOCIATION  OF    THE    PACIFIC 

The  1916  annual  meeting  of  this  association  of  Pacific  Coast  field  men 
will  be  held  in  San  Francisco  on  February  8  and  9  in  the  assembly  room 
of  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific.  The  papers  read  at 
these  meetings  are  among  the  best  prepared  by  fire  insurance  men. 

THE    GREAT    FAIR 

The  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  closed  as  per  schedule. 
It  opened  its  gates  in  the  morning  of  February  20  and  closed  them  in  a 
blaze  of  lights  and  a  booming  of  exploding  pyrote:?hnics  at  midnight 
December  4.     It  was  open  more  days  than  any  previous  World's  Fair. 

California's  great  Exposition  of  work  achieved  and  of  scientific  knowl- 
edge ranks  No.  1  in  architectural  beauty-,  in  variety  and  modernness,  in 
floral  and  shrub  settings,  and  in  illuminations.  It  was  indeed  a  Dream 
City. 

The  writer  has  visited  all  the  great  fairs  in  this  country  since  that  of 
the  Crystal  Palace  and  he  unhesitatingly  awards  the  grand  piize  to  that 
in  San  Francisco  in  1915  for  beauty  and  education  and  convenience  of 
access.  Other  fairs  had  more  colossal  exhibits  and  covered  larger  areas, 
but  all  lacked  the  perfect  satisfaction  which  the  Panama-Pacific  gave  to 
the  visitor  in  search  of  beauty  and  knowledge  and  novelty. 

IN  THE   EVENT    OF  WAR 

It  is  the  unexpected  that  happens  in  war  as  in  peace.  Twelve  nations 
are  now  battling,  and  two  more  may  join  the  twelve  soon.  This  country 
is  happily  at  peace  with  all,  even  with  the  fighting  bands  below  the  south- 
ern border.  There  is  no  reasonable  prospect  of  war  with  any  nation. 
But  nobody  knows  what  a  day  may  bring  forth.  War  usually  conies  like 
an  explosion.     Only  a  spark  is  necessary. 

At  this  time,  certainly,  the  compilation  of  foreign  companies  in  this 
country,  covering  pages  500,  501  and  502  of  the  November  Coast  Review 
has  special  interest.  War  with  any  of  the  countries  named  would  not 
affect  the  security  of  the  American  policyholders  of  the  companies  from 
such  countries,  for  their  American  assets  cannot  be  sent  away.  The  com- 
panies would  be  obliged  to  discontinue  business  but  of  course  would  be 
permitted  and  encouraged,  perhaps  ordered,  to  reinsure  their  business  in 
this  country.  All  obligations,  such  as  unpaid  claims,  would  be  paid  out 
of  the  funds  in  this  country,  possibly  under  the  direction  of  the  state  or 
federal  authorities. 

Of  the  9G  foreign  comiiunies,  22  are  marine,  12  are  life  and  accident, 
17  are  specially  reinsurance,  and  49  are  fire  and  fire-marine. 
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INCREASING    RATE    OF   AVERAGE    FIRE   COMMISSION 

In  1874  the  average  rate  of  commission,  incliuliuir  brokeraii:e,  paid  in  tliis  country 
on  fire  business  was  15.5  percent.  Ten  years  later  it  was  a  little  more.  Today  it  is 
24  and  increasing.  The  totals  printed  elsewliere  are  those  of  companies  doing  a  fire 
business  only. 

DO   THEY   BRING   IT   HOME? 

From  time  to  time  we  select,  from  current  literature,  a  presentation  of  facts  and 
arguments  which  seem  serviceable  to  the  life  insurance  salesman.  At  best  he  must 
learn  the  most  helpful  facts  from  his  own  experience,  but  at  least  the  experience  of 
others,  as  summed  up  by  the  successful  ones,  should  be  of  some  help. 

The  chief  deficiency  of  all  instructions  and  suggestions  is  that  they  do  not  apply 
to  particular  cases.  No  two  men  approached  are  alike.  Every  prospect  diflers 
from  every  other  prospect  in  some  important  respect.  The  salesman  must  use  his 
own  judument,  often  on  "the  spur  of  the  moment,"  and  have  tact  always. 

Conceding  much  value  to  virtually  all  the  advice,  "of  the  making  of  which  there 
is  no  end,"  we  are  tempted  to  ask,  "Do  these  articles  help  the  salesman  to  bring 
home  the  bacon?"  It  is  for  him  to  answer.  Doubtless,  if  he  considers  the  matter 
thoughtfully,  he  will  admit  that  back  iji  his  memory  there  are  good  points  in  much 
that  he  has  read,  which  excite  his  wit  and  discipline  him.  But  the  "bringing  home" 
rests  with  himself.  It  is  an  art  which  is  best  self-taught  from  personal  work.  The 
articles  designed  to  help  him,  and  the  general  information  in  the  worthy  insurance 
press,  supply  him  with  ammunition,  but  he  must  furnish  the  gun  (never  a  smooth 
bore)  and  find  the  range,  aim  and  pull  the  trigger  himself.  But  if  he  have  no 
ammunition  he  must  retreat  or  surrender. 

FORTY    YEARS    OLD   SEEMS  THE   AGE   LIMIT   FOR   FRAME   BUILDINGS 

A  frame  or  wooden  building,  notably  a  dwelling,  forty  years  old  is  practically 
worthless.  It  is  usually  worth  enough  (and  not  more)  to  pay  for  demolition  and 
cartage  of  tlie  remains.     The  cost  of  uj)keep  after  forty  is  money  thrown  away. 

Tlie  old  frame  is  racked  with  rheumatic  old  age  complaints.  Floors  are  worn, 
loose  and  creaking.  Doors  are  cracked  and  out  of  plumb;  window  sashes  and  frames 
are  ail  awry;  roof  and  other  leaks  are  expensive  or  impossible  to  repair;  plumbing  is 
worn  out,  old  style  and  unsanitary.  The  weather-boarding  is  weather-worn  and 
water-absorbing.     The  lathing  and  plastering  are  alike  bad  and  hopeless. 

Now  paint,  putty,  paper  and  patchwork  may  make  the  old  building  presentable 
but  cannot  cure  its  ills  nor  restore  its  straight  lines  and  firm  joints.  The  smell  of 
age  is  over  it  it  all  and  no  tenant  can  be  long  deceived. 

Wooden  buildings  more  than  forty  years  old  are  hardly  rentable  and  therefore 
have  no  selling  value. 

No  wise  man  wlio  purciiases  a  city  or  town  lot  will  allow  anything  for  wooden 
"improvements"  over  forty  years  old.  If  he  is  not  ready  to  build  he  may  hope, 
however,  to  rent  for  enough  to  pay  or  part  pay  taxes  on  the  lot. 

Wliy,  then,  should  an  insurance  company  risk  its  money  i)y  insuring  a  wooden 
dwelling  which  has  no  value? 

The  owner  of  an  insured  wooden  40-year-old  dwelling,  at  least  one  outside  the 
fire  limits,  would,  as  a  rule,  welcome  its  burning. 

The  depreciation  of  any  wooden  building,  no  matter  how  well  cared  for,  may 
safely  be  estimated  at  2h  percent  a  year.  The  value  is  wliat  it  would  cost  to  replace 
it  witii  like  materials  and  workmansliip,  less  2|^  percent  a  year  from  the  time  it  was 
built.  Repairs  and  replacements  meantime  are  but  current  expenses;  for  parts  do 
not  add  to  the  value  of  the  whole. 
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not  having  been  shown,  phiintifF  could  not 
recover,  was  properly  denied;  it  beinjj;  as 
fair  to  assume  that  the  testimony  referred 
to  the  condition  of  the  instrument  after  the 
fire  as  before. 

Evidence — 

Inadmissible 

Testimony  as  to  the  condition  of  the  in- 
sured property  more  than  8|  months  after 
the  tire  is  inadmissible  in  an  action  on  a 
fire  policy,  without  a  showing  that  the  con- 
dition was  the  same  then  as  immediately 
after  the  fire. 

Refusal 

of  Instructions 

Where  the  court  erroneously  denied  a 
motion  to  strike  incompetent  evidence,  the 
refusal  of  a  charge  to  disregard  sucli  evi- 
dence was  reversible  error. 

Evidence 

Improper 

Where  a  piano  was  insured  against  fire, 
evidence  in  an  action  on  the  policy  as  to 
the  cost  of  repairing  its  internal  mechanism 
was  improperly  received,  where  there  was 
no  showing  of  that  sort  of  damage. 


Appraiser 

Disinterested 

Regarding  right  of  insured  to  sue  without 
award  of  appraisers,  by  the  policy  made  a 
condition  precedent,  the  fact  that  the 
appraiser  appointed  by  insurer  had  fre- 
quently been  appointed  by  it  and  other 
insurers  does  not  show  bad  faith,  or  that  he 
was  not  disinterested. — Messier  v.  Williams- 
burg City  Fire  Ins.  Co.  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
95  Atl.  601. 

Mutual's 

Cancellation 

Where  an  insurer  made  tender  of  the 
premiums  to  plaintiff  and  on  refusal 
deposited  the  amount  with  the  clerk  of 
court  "for  the  use  of  plaintiffs,"  the  objec- 
tion that  the  deposit  was  not  "for  the  use 
and  benefit"  of  the  plaintiff:^  is  trivial. — 
Mendenhall  v.  Farmers  Ins.  Co.  of  Kokomo, 
110  N.  E.  60. 

Although  the  by-laws  of  an  insurance 
company  provide  a  method  for  cancellation 
of  its  policies,  the  company  need  not,  in 
order  to  effect  a  rescission,  follow  that 
method  where  another  method  is  permissible 
under  the  law.  —  Id. 


Miscellaneo\as  Itisvirance  In  Svipreme  Courts 


Assistant 

to  Physician 

Policy  insuring  physician  against  liability 
for  mistake  of  assistant  "while  a(;ting  under 
assured' s  instructions"  held  not  to  cover 
case  treated  by  assistant  without  instruc- 
tions other  than  previous  general  instruc- 
tions.— Seay  v.  Georgia  Life  Ins.  Co.,  171)  S. 
W.  312. 

Master 

and  Servant 

Where  services  are  rendered  under  an 
offer  to  pay  therefor  at  a  stipulated  sum  per 
week  or  month,  without  specifying  the  dur- 
ation of  the  employment,  it  may  be  termi- 
nated by  either  party  at  the  end  of  any  unit 
period.  —  National  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  United 
States  of  America  v.  Ferguson,  69  So.  S23. 

Manufacturingcorporation  held  authorized 
to  do  insurance  business  for   protection    of 


employees,  etc.,  and  demurrer,  denying 
authority  to  contract  to  pay  as  insurance 
during  disability  one-half  of  employee's 
wages  was  properly  sustained.  —  United 
States  Cast  Iron  Pipe  &  Foundry  Co.  v. 
Bailey,  69  So.  825. 

Evidence  in  employee's  action  on  agree- 
ment to  pay  "  half  time  "  tluring  disability 
in  consideration  of  deductions  from  wages 
held  not  to  authorize  recovery  on  count  for 
money  had  and  received. — Id. 

Bond 

Under  Seal 
A  bond  under  seal  conditioned  on  in- 
demnification of  the  obligee,  a  surety  com- 
pany, for  loss  under  an  official  bond,  is  a 
completed  contract  of  indemnity  on  delivery, 
without  notice  of  acceptance.  —  United 
States  Fidelity  &  Guaranty  Co.  v.  Kiefler, 
36  S.  Ct.  12. 


We  Suppress  No  Court  Rulings 
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Where  Wife  Beneficiary  Was  Pre- 
deceased 

Wliere  a  life  policy  was  payable  to  the 
insured's  wife  or  his  "  legal  representa- 
tives," and  the  wife  predeceased  liim,  and 
he  was  survived  by  a  daughter  as  his  only 
heir  and  next  of  kin,  the  proceeds  of  tlie 
policy  belonged  to  the  daughter  personally; 
the  term  "legal  representatives"  being 
equivalent,  in  view  of  the  omission  of  the 
ordinary  term  "assigns,"  to  next  of  kin.  — 
155  N.  Y.  S.  401. 


equal  possibilities.  —  The  Chronicle,    Mon- 
treal. 


Particulars     of    Government    Risks    Kept 
Secret 

London,  Dec.  5. — The  British  admiralty, 
to  prevent  leakage  of  information  regarding 
war  works  and  materials,  has  warned  insur- 
ance companies  against  communicating 
particulars  of  risks  on  government  works  to 
foreign  companies  from  whom  they  seek  re- 
insurance. Several  companies  also  have 
been  stricken  from  tiie  list  of  those  eligible 
to  participate  in  government  insurance, 
and  the  others  now  operating  have  been 
warned  tliat  failure  to  safeguard  with 
secrec^y  the  particulars  respecting  govern- 
ment work  will  make  them  liable  to  prose- 
cution. 


How  to  get  Unwilling  Folk  to  Church 

The  idea  put  forward  by  New  York  insur- 
ance agents  of  arranging  that  on  one  Sun- 
day all  the  sermons  in  all  possible  churches 
of  all  denominations  in  New  York  shall 
deal  with  the  subject  of  life  insurance  is 
capable  of  infinite  expansion.  Why  stop  at 
sermons?  Would  it  not  be  well  to  arrange 
for  companies'  literature  in  the  pews,  and 
a  corps  of  well-trained  asents  to  be  on  the 
church  doors  to  take  the  names,  addresses, 
ages  and  business  rating  of  those  who  have 
been  stirred  by  the  eloquence  inside?  There 
is  no  reason  either  why  this  mode  of  adver- 
tising should  be  confined  to  life  insurance. 
Fire  insurance  could  make  quite  an  inter- 
esting Sunday,  with  afire  prevention exhil)i- 
tion  in  the  school-room  to  visualise  the 
sermon,  and  perhaps  even  a  practical 
demonstration  on  the  church  building  by 
the  fire  brigade.      Accident   insurance    has 


Marine  —  Limit  Lia))ility.  —  In  .Jarvis  v. 
Dogi^ett  ( 151  P.  64S  )  the  Washington  s.  c. 
rec^ently  ruled  that  the  federal  statutes 
limiting  liability  of  the  owner  of  a  vessel 
applies  to  cases  of  personal  injuries  as  well 
as  to  cases  of  damage  to  property. 


Participating  Fire  Policies 

This  new  Chicago  idea  is  not  an  interin- 
surance  scheme.  It  is  to  have  capital  and 
to  divide  "the  profits"  with  the  policyhold- 
ers, after  limiting  expenses  to  25  per  cent 
and  paying  a  fixed  small  dividend  to  stock- 
holders. What  a  surprise  it  would  be,  what 
a  revolution  might  be  effected,  if  this  ven- 
ture should  turn  out  a  success! 


Our  Exchanges 

The  postoffice  is  rightly  kicking  against 
papers  that  send  exchanges  to  w'rong  ad- 
dress. 

A.  G.  Hall  is  a  wise  man.  He  has  sold  his 
excellent  The  Surveyor  to  Geo.  H.  Holden 
&Co.,  Inc.  This  weekly  has  been  noted 
for  originality  and  ser\ice. 

We  hope  Holden  will  hold  on. 

The  Review  of  Sydney  heads  its  death 
notices  "Crossed  the  Bar." 


How  on  tliis  political  earth  does  Washing- 
ton state  get  along  without  a  lawyer  em- 
ployee in  its  state  insurance  department? 
Surely  this  is  an  oversight!  There  are 
twelve  employees,  with  salaries  from  $720 
up  to  $3,000 — bat  no  counsel.  Of  course  it 
is  not  necessary  for  an  insurance  depart- 
ment counsel  to  know  anything  about  insur- 
ance law. 

In  September,  page  419,  we  reprinted 
genial  Bill  Nye's  account  of  the  Roaring 
Tiber  Mutual.  It  is  notas  originally  written, 
for  being  a  humorous  man  who  looked  on 
the  cheerful  side  of  life.  Bill  knew  nothing 
about  fire  insurance.  His  fir.st  draft  of  the 
Roaring  was  therefore  full  of  incongruities 
which  A.  F.  Dean  of  the  Springfield  at 
Chicago  smoothed  out.  So  Deaii  is  entitled 
to  half  the  credit  for  this  dehghtful  skit. 
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A  Collector  Waives 

Industrial. — The  supreme  court  of  Wash- 
ington some  time  ago  held  that  the  employ- 
ment of  a  collector  by  a  company  creates 
the  presumption  that  it  waives  the  strict 
letter  of  the  contract.  The  monthly  prem- 
ium was  ready  on  November  1,  on  November 
2  the  insured  died,  and  the  expected  collector 
did  not  call  until  November  3.  The  policy 
was  a  month-to-month,  automatically  ceas- 
ing if  premium  was  not  paid  on  the  first  day 
of  the  month. 


Oh   joy!   picric    acid    has   declined    froui 
?,800  to  $2,100  a  ton. 


Mutual  Fire  Decisions 

Tinder  Civ.  Code  1912,  a  by-law  of  a 
mutual  insurance  association  not  printed  in 
the  policy  nor  mailed  to  insured  is  not  bind- 
ing on  him. 

Insured  stipulating  that  he  and  insurer 
shall  be  governed  by  by-laws  of  insurer 
cannot  question  the  power  of  insurer  to 
make  by-laws. 

By-laws  of  a  mutual  association  may  not 
be  so  amended  without  the  consent  of  a 
policyholder  as  to  affect  the  validity  or 
terms  of  the  policy. 

That  a  policyholder  of  a  mutual  associa- 
tion was  represented  by  proxy  at  a  meeting 
at  which  a  by-law  was  passed  did  not  show 
that  he  assented  to  it,  and  his  policy  was 
not  changed  thereby.— S6  S.  E.  950. 

Under  Civ.  Code,  owner  of  l)arn  held  not 
divested  of  insurable  interest  therein  by 
written  contract  of  sale,  part  only  of  the 
purchase  money  being  ])aid  and  no  convey- 
ance made.  —  Moulton  v.  (ilobe  Mut.  ins. 
Co.,  154  N.  W.  830. 

Person  held  not  to  become  member  of  co- 
operative insurance  company  by  signing 
application,  notwithstanding  Ky.  St.,  and 
hence  agreement  tliat  insurance  should  be 
in  force  from  the  date  of  the  application 
was  invalid. 

There  could  be  no  valid  contract  of  insur- 
ance between  a  co-operative  or  assessment 
insurance  company  and  a  person  not  a 
member  of  the  company. — Bracken  (bounty 
Ins.  Co.  v.  Murray,  179  S.  W.  842. 


Arson 

Arson  may  be  charged  on  circumstantial 
evidence.  Threats  made  are  admissible  as 
evidence  of  motive.  The  corpus  delictu  of 
the  offense  of  arson  may  be  established  by 
inference,— 69  So.  982. 

Realty  Brokers 

Landowners  who  employed  a  broker  to 
procure  a  purchaser,  held  not  bound  by  his 
misrepresentations  to  defendants,  with 
whom  he  entered  into  an  agreement  to 
jointly  purchase  the  land;  such  misrepre- 
sentations not  being  made  within  the 
agency.— 154  N.  W.  804. 


Tacoma  Deputy  Prosecutor  Reverses   His 
Opinion 

Seattle,  Wash.,  Nov.  30.  1915. 
Coast  Review,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Gentlemen : 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  item  in 
your  November  issue  on  page  527  relative  to 
school  districts  insuring  in  mutual  com- 
panies. 

We  know  that  you  are  careful  to  investi- 
gate, and  endeavor  to  give  authentic  infor- 
mation, and  it  has  occurred  to  us  that  inas- 
nnich  as  Deputy  Prosecuting  Attorney  Bell, 
of  Tacoma,  who  rendered  the  opinion  to 
which  you  refer,  reversed  himself  after  his 
attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
attorney  general's  office  of  this  state  has 
repeatedly  ruled  that  school  districts  can 
insure  in  mutual  companies  like  the  North- 
western Mutual  Fire,  yon  would  be  inter- 
ested in  this  later  information. 

We  are  enclosing  copy  of  an  item  whicli 
occurred  in  the  Tacoma  Ledger  of  Novem- 
ber 19th,  and  also  copy  of  a  letter  written 
by  Attorney  General  Tanner  of  this  state  to 
Mr.  W.  P.  Brown,  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Bellingham,  Wash.,  June  28th  of  the  pres- 
ent year.  If  you  would  like  opinions  of  the 
attorney  generals  referred  to,  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  secure  copies  and  place  in  your 
hands.  Yours  truly. 

Northwestern  Mutual  Fire  Association, 
M.  D.  L.  Rhodes,  secretary. 


Profit-sharing  coupons  are  lawful,  accord- 
ing to  the  Nebraska  supreme  court. 
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Looking  for  a  Reinsurer 

We  hear  that  a  small  California  company, 
not  markedly  successful,  is  looking  for  a 
shock-absorber.  It  is  willing  to  be  rein- 
sured or  absorbed. 


Bertheau  With  the  German  Alliance 

General  Agent  Tyson  has  appointed  Cesar 
Bertheau  manager  of  the  city  department  of 
the  German  Alliance,  a  company  which  has 
not  heretofore  written  San  Francisco  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Bertheau' s  friends  will  be  glad 
to  hear  that  he  has  made  a  good  connec- 
tion which  will  keep  him  in  the  business  in 
an  agreeable  way.  The  (irerman  Alliance 
has  $400,000  capital  and  $1, 201,455  surplus 
to  policyholders,  and  moreover  has  very 
wealthy  stockholders  behind  its  contracts. 


Hopewell    Owners    Hurt    by    Mutual    and 
Wildcat 

We  learn  from  Insurance  Herald-Argus 
that  property  owners  in  the  powder-mills 
mushroom  town  of  Hopew'ell,  Va.,  were 
bitten  by  a  wildcat  and  stung  by  a  mutual. 
A  stranger  set  up  an  otKce  on  a  dry  goods 
box  at  a  corner  and  sold  beautiful  fire 
policies  at  cut  rates.  Now  neither  he  nor 
his  company  can  be  found.  The  citizens 
organized  a  fire  mutual  a  few  weeks  before 
the  fire.  It  owes  $80,000,  has  no  money  and 
must  assess  its  300  meml^ers  $2-50  each. 


Whole  Town  Attached.  —  The  town  of 
Mission  in  Yuba  co.,  Cal.,  has  been  attached 
by  the  sheriff. 

The  Hartford  Fire  has  entered  Porto  Rico. 

Fire  commission  ratio  now  24;  marine 
commission  ratio  now  21  percent. 

Spokane,  Dec.  18. — The  new  bridge  broke 
here  today,  killing  five  persons  and  break- 
ing the  water  pipe  which  supplied  the 
northeastern  part  of  town. 

Several  of  the  offices  have  a  Coast  loss 
ratio  of  between  50  and  55. 

A  Kentucky  law  may  fix  locals'  commis- 
sions at  15  flat  and  12i  contingent  on  profits. 
Will  such  a  law  reduce  the  burning  loss 
ratio? 


Must  Pay  Back-Taxes 

Wisconsin  has  won  a  great  victory  over 
the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life,  in  a  suit  for 
back-taxes.  Several  million  dollars  are  in- 
volved, which  must  come  out  of  the  policy- 
holders' dividends. 


Nominations    of   Fire    Underwriters  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Pacific  for  1916 

President,  Washington  Irving;  vice  presi- 
dent, Walter  P.  Porep;  secretary-treasurer, 
Calvert  Meade;  assistant  secretary-librarian, 
J.  P.  Moore;  executive  committee,. J.  L.  Ful- 
ler, Louis  Weinmann,  F.  B.  Kellam ;  library 
committee,  J.  Hunter  Harrison.  These 
names  are  presented  by  the  nominating 
committee,  to  be  voted  on,  February  9. 


Olympia,  Wash.,  Dec.  14.  —  The  state 
capital  today  voted  over  2  to  1  for  bonds  of 
§110,000  to  take  over  the  plant  of  the  local 
water  company.  The  plant  was  condemned 
by  the  city  some  time  ago. 


Burglary. — A  Louisville  court  rules  that 
proof  of  burglary  is  not  necessary,  a 
diamond  pin  having  been  stolen  from  the 
house.  Absence  of  evidence,  said  the  court, 
proved  the  cleverness  of  the  burglar. 

Cheyenne,  Dec.  18. — Only  the  staoe  and 
auditorium  of  the  Capitol  av.  theater  were 
swept  by  flames,  the  fire  walls  protecting 
the  remainder.  The  president  of  the 
theater  company  says  either  an  incendiary 
or  defective  wiring  caused  the  fire. 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  18. — There  will  now 
be  fewer  incendiary  fires,  Federal  Judge 
Dooling  having  sent  two  1.  W.  W.  to  the 
penitentiary.  They  were  a  man  and  a 
woman,  counterfeiters,  both  from  Portland. 
In  the  woman's  room  was  found  a  package 
of  the  I,  W.  W.  red  stickers,  a  copy  of 
which  was  printed  in  the  December  Coast 
Review. 


San  Diego,  Dec.  10. — Wm.  Peck  confesses 
that  he  was  the  man  wiio  set  fire  to  the 
Episcopal  churcli  and  the  homes  of  Virgini? 
and  Ellen  Scripi)sat  La  Jolla  (Aug.  7).  He 
says  he  is  a  defective. 
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"SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES" 

From  an  Address  by  President  E.   C.   Eoth 
of  the  National  Association  of  Insurance 
Agents  at  Concord,  X.  H.,  Nov.  30,  1915 
You  will  always  find  a  good  organization 
when  its  members  have  confidence  in  and 
thorough  acquaintance   with  one    another, 
particularly   with    the    officers     chosen     to 
direct  the  work.     Friendship  and  confidence 
go  hand  in   hand    in    removing   ignorance, 
suspicion  and   jealousy,    and    in   supplying 
knowledge,    efficiency    and    enlightenment 
where  previously  ignorance  of  our  purpose 
has  existed,  and  by  the  better  understand- 
ing of  which,  organization  gets  its  strength. 

*  *       * 

"The  signs  of  the  times"  point  to  pros- 
perity as  great,  if  not  more  so  than  the 
nation  lias  ever  enjoyed.  It  is  as  yet  only 
a  promise,  but  if  judged  by  the  past  year's 
development  in  industry  and  commerce 
when  mills  all  over  the  land  that  have  been 
wholly  or  in  a  semi-condition  of  idleness 
are  now  running  full  blast,  it  would  seem 
that  the  near  future  is  rich  in  the  promise 

of  prosperity. 

*  *       * 

What  the  Report  Said 

Perhaps  it  would  be  not  out  of  place  to 
repeat  part  of  our  committee's  report  here: 

"The  radical  idea-  in  the  recent  trend  of 
legislation,  especially  that  of  stat(!  rate- 
making  laws  is  calculated  to  injure  the 
business  of  the  companies  as  well  as  that  of 
local  agents,  and  clearly  shows  that  the 
business  of  insurance  is  expensively  mis- 
understood in  the  chambers  where  laws  are 
made,  and  this  misunderstanding  indicates 
that  we  have  neglected  to  properly  educate 
the  people  in  the  rate  scale  or  schedule 
methods  in  use  in  the  business  which  are 
intended  to  rate  risks  on  their  merits  and  at 
best  are  yielding  only  a  very  narrow  margin 
of  profit.  Such  knowledge  would  have  gone 
a  long  way  toward  placing  bad  laws  in  their 
proper  light  before  the  law-malu-rs  and 
would  have  enabled  them  to  read  at  least 
the  first  requisites  necessary  for  the  s.ilvency 
of  the  companies." 


Agents  Must  Give  Service 

"The  signs  of  the  times"  show  clearly 
that  agents  are  begining  to  realize  that  the 
days  of  nineteenth  century  competition  are 
past,  and  that  price  is  a  secondary  consider- 
ation where  expert  knowledge  and  service 
is  considered. 

The  great  work  our  organization  has 
undertaken,  to  educate  our  members,  so 
that  all  will  be  in  a  position  to  help  vindi- 
cate the  agency  system  and  themselves  by 
the  services  they  are  thus  able  to  give  and 
understand,  is  of  the  utmost  importance, 
not  only  to  the  agents  and  companies,  but 
the  public  as  well.  A  single  uninformed 
agent  hurts  not  only  himself  but  the  whole 
system  of  insurance,  which  today  requires 
expert  knowledge  of  a  high  order.  Not 
only  must  an  agent  have  intelligent  appreci- 
ation of  the  needs  of  his  client,  but  he  must 
also  be  an  expert  advisor  of  the  insured  and 
able  to  give  suggestions  on  construction, 
fire  appliances,  schedule  rating  and  legal 
advice  on  contracts  and  adjustment  of  loss 
claims,  etc.,  and  in  performing  all  of  these 
services  and  others  an  agent  not  only  earns 
his  commissions  but  vindicates  himself  and 
the  agency  system. 

*         »         * 

The  profits  which  reward  the  efforts  of 
the  average  agent  are  not  large,  and  his  is 
not  a  "get-rich-quick"  occupation  and 
never  was,  though  for  some  unexplained 
reason  it  seems  to  be  quite  generally  sup- 
posed by  outsiders  tiuit  it  is  a  regular  mint, 
which  has  had  a  tendency  of  placing  the 
agent  in  a  very  unfavorable  light  before  the 
public  and  has  brought  forth  unjust  criti- 
cism of  the  expense  of  the  agency  system. 
More  and  more  the  qualified  local  agent  is 
overcoming  this  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
buyers  of  insurance,  by  demonstrating  daily 
that  he  does  not  earn  his  commission  l)y  the 
mere  transaction  of  delivering  a  policy  and 
collecting  tlie  premium,  but  that  his  com- 
mission covers  actual  service  in  counsel  and 
assistance. 

Discussion  on  Contingent  Commissions 

"The  signs  of  the  times"  point  to  a  niani- 


We  Conserve  and  Preserve 
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fest  desire  of  certain  interests  in  the  b\isi- 
ness  for  greater  uniformity  in  practices  and 
compensation,  and  judging  from  recent  dis- 
cussions, especially  on  uniform  flat  and 
contingent  commissions,  there  is  great 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  desirability  of 
uniformity  in  this  direction,  even  if  it  were 
possible.  This  was  to  be  expected,  for 
until  some  definite  plan  embracing  local 
and  sectional  conditions  and  adjustments 
made  to  prevent  injury  to  any  localities  are 
worked  out,  no  one  is  able  to  judge  correctly 
as  to  what  result  such  a  change  would  bring 
about.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  contingent 
commissions  are  correct  in  principle,  and 
many  support  that  theory,  then  with 
the  present  era  of  good  feeling  we  should  be 
able  to  agree  on  some  practical  and  accept- 
able plan  that  will  be  generally  satisfactory 

to  all  interests. 

*         *         * 

I  know  there  was  a  feeling  of  disappoint- 
ment at  our  Indianapolis  convention  by 
many  advocates  of  the  contingent  plan,  that 
we  did  not  take  some  definite  step  toward 
approving  contingent  commissions,  but  the 
National  Association  has  always  fought  shy 
of  rates  and  commissions  and  kindred  ques- 
tions, believing  that  they  were  a  plain 
business  proposition  between  companies 
and  agents,  and  there  has  always  been  and 
is  now  a  disposition  to  accept  the  ills  we 
liave  rather  than  to  flee  to  others  we  know 
not  of. 


Airygrafs 

New  York.  —  Another  didn'tknoitwas- 
loaded  factory  burned,  with  loss  of  many 
poor  girls'  lives.  Laws  not  enforced  as 
usual.  Perhaps  the  "scape"  laws  would  be 
enforced  if  the  industrial  life  companies 
would  take  notice. 

Washington. — Waiting  for  further  par- 
ticulais.  This  is  a  popular  policy  here.  It 
is  also  planned  to  make  special  agents  pay 
an  income  tax. 

Congress  is  preparing  to  tax  the  insurance 
companies. 

Europe. — We  are  winning  and  will  soon 
begin  to  retrench. 

Phoenix,  Ar.  — The  station  Gibson  has 
been  changed  to  Wilson.     That's  all. 


Salt  Lake  Life  Men 

The  Deseret  Association  of  Life  Under- 
writers held  its  regular  meeting  on  December 
18.  It  had  been  postponed  from  December 
11,  to  give  the  members  the  opportunity  to 
meet  the  Utah  representatives  of  the  West 
Coast-San  Francisco  Life  Ins.  Co.,  who  held 
their  annual  agency  meeting  in  Salt  Lake 
on  the  17th  and  18th. 

President  Charles  W.  Helser  introduced 
Gov.  Wm.  Spry,  who  spoke  for  a  few 
minutes  and  referred  to  the  large  amount  of 
new  Utah  business  written  as  the  best  evi- 
dence of  prosperity  in  the  state. 

President  Helser  next  presented  to  F.  E. 
Francisc!0,  state  manager  of  the  West  Coast- 
San  Francisco  Insurance  Co.,  a  handsome 
banner  awarded  the  Salt  Lake  district  on 
account  of  the  excellent  record  made  by 
the  company  in  Utah  during. the  third 
quarter  of  this  year  and,  in  addition,  a 
handsome  cash  prize  for  the  results  pro- 
duced during  the  months  of  September, 
October  and  November.  Manager  Fran- 
cisco responded,  giving  credit  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  company  throughout  the 
state  for  the  showing  made  by  the  company, 
which  resulted  in  bringing  the  trophy  and 
cash  prize  to  Utah. 


Goldberg  has  a  "phoney  film"  showing  a 
man  passing  and  another  man  who  says 
"there  goes  a  man  who  looks  well  in  a 
derby  hat."     How  phoney! 


The  California  insurance  department  has 
refused  a  license  to  one  company  because  it 
had  only  $7,oOO  net  surplus  over  capital, 
and  to  another  company  because  it  rein- 
sured some  of  its  business  in  that  company. 
The  law  does  not  say  tliat  the  department 
shall  deny  license  because  the  net  surplus  is 
small. 


It  is  providential  indeed  that  a  man  has 
to  die  only  oncte.  It  is  too  trying  for  his 
friends  and  too  profitable  for  the  under- 
taker. 


Nine  British  industrial  offices  have  paid 
48,500  war  claims  for  $4,389,000.  This  is 
less  than  |;i<)0  per  claim. 
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Reminiscences  come  flyinj^  down  from 
above  our  present  offices.  This  was  formerly 
the  Wells-Fargo  headquarters.  The  echo 
of  the  express  drivers'  oaths  color  the 
atmosphere.  On  third  floor,  reached  by 
the  slow  hydraulic  elevator,  in  1883,  was 
the  Coast  Review  office  at  14.  Caleb  Fay, 
former  president  of  the  Union  Ins.  Co.  of 
San  Francisco,  had  desk  room  here.  He 
resigned  the  presidency  to  become  an  inde- 
pendent candidate  for  governor  and  beat 
the  Republican  machine  candidate.  Fay 
went  to  Wasiiington  to  beat  the  C.  P.-S.  P. 
railroad  men's  attempt  to  get  Goat  island 
and  shut  out  forever  competition.  To  Fay's 
argument  the  government  must  retain 
the  island  for  fortifications,  less  an  enemy's 
warship  get  behind  it  and  safely  shell  San 
Francisco,  Charles  Sumner  said  he  was  a 
peace  man  and  could  not  be  swayed  by  such 
an  argument,  but  he  would  vote  against  the 
railroad  men's  l)ill  and  save  the  island  for 
the  people  because  he  was  opposed  to  mo- 
nopolies. N.  P.  Sheldon,  formerly  a  Sacra- 
mento pioneer  merchant,  had  office  here. 
So  did  Ballard  &  Hall,  wool  men.  Hall 
used  to  take  25  grains  of  quinine  at  a  dose 
to  cure  rheumatism.  Down  the  hall  Eugene 
Avy,  wool  man,  had  office.  Avy  had  insur- 
ance in  the  New  York  Life.  A  solicitor 
persuaded  him  to  cash  surrender  his  policy 
and  take  out  a  new  policy  for  $10,000 
(which  contained  no  suiride  clause).  Avy 
actually  or  virtually  failed  in  business,  for 
wool  was  "shot to  pieces."  Soon  thereafter 
he  was  found  dead  in  a  bath-tub.  We  were 
told,  on  what  seemed  good  authority,  that 
the  widow  of  this  Frenchman  was  not  paid 
the  insurance  in  full,  notwithstanding  the 
absence  of  a  suicide  clause  in  the  policy. 
A  casualty  and  life  manager  had  a  quarrel 
with  the  publisher  of  the  Coast  Keview,  and 
used  "a  short  ugly  word"  and  baii'ly  escaped 
a  thrown  hatchet  as  he  ran  down  the  stairs. 
Alexander  Badlam,  the  president  of  the 
Bankers  &  Merchants  Life  Ass(K'iation, 
visited  this  office  and  told  the  young  editor 
that  he  could  send  him  across  the  l)aY  for 


the  articles  criticising  the  association.  The 
answer  was,  The  Coast  Review  stands  by 
every  word  it  has  published  about  your 
association,  because  every  word  is  true. 
Laura  D.  Fair  and  her  daughter  visited  this 
building  while  canvassing  for  books.  She 
was  the  woman  who  killed  Crittenden. 
Some  of  our  old  San  Francisco  readers  may 
also  remember  another  striking  blond  and 
her  little  girl  who  frequently  visited  the 
old  Halleck  building  and  took  the  cars  at 
California  and  Sansome.  Nearly  all  the 
persons  mentioned  here  are  dead. 

In  1877 

The  San  Francisco  city  directory  gave  the 
.Etna  (advt.)  as  the  leading  American  fire 
company  in  business,  capital  and  surplus. 
It  had  $7,037,908  assets  and  $3,000,000  cash 
capital.  The  Pacific  branch  was  at  311 
California  street.  Geo.  C.  Boardman  was 
general  aj^ent  and  Henry  Carlton  Jr.  was 
San  Francisco  agent. 

The  Fireman's  Fund  had  $750,000  gold 
assets. 

The  Imperial  and  Queen,  Falkner  Bell  & 
Co.  advertised  "losses  paid  here  immediately 
on  adjustment  in  U.  S.  gold  coin." 

The  London,  Western  and  Thames  & 
Mersey  at  316  California  St.,  S.  F.,  were 
represented  by  Cross  it  Co. 

The  Union  of  S.  F.  and  the  California 
Lloyds  had  Gustave  Touchard  president, 
Chas.  I).  Haven  secretary,  James  1).  Bailey 
general  agent  and  Geo.  T.  Bohen  surveyor. 

The  Hamburg-Bremen  and  Swiss  Lloyd 
had  Morris  Speyer  &  Co.  general  agents  at 
13  old  Merchants  E]xchange. 

The  California  had  C.  T.  Hopkins  presi- 
dent, Z.  Crowell  secretary  and  E.  T.  Barnes 
gen'l  agent. 

Gutte  tfe  Frank  had  the  Hamburg-Magde- 
burg, "  reinsured  by  three  of  the  largest 
(^erman  companies." 

The  Commercial  of  S.  F.  had  C.  W. 
Kellogg  president  and  Chas.  A.  Laton  secre- 
tary. 
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The  Scottish  Commercial  had  J.  W.  Hart 
and  D.  B.  Blair  general  agents. 

Geo.  Marcus  &  Co.  represented  the  Trans- 
atlantic. 

Henry  Balzer  &  Co.  represented  three 
Swiss  and  one  Swedish  companies. 

Farnsworth  &  Clark  represented  Lanca- 
shire, German  -  American,  Faneuil  Hall, 
Citizens,  and  Mississippi  Valley. 

The  California  Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Ins. 
Assn.  had  office  at  38  California  street,  S.  F. 

Eighty-one  fire  and  marine  companies 
wrote  insurance  in  California;  only  four  life 
companies  wrote  new  business,  and  seven 
collected  renewals  only.  Fire  premiums 
were  $5, 018, .348. 

The  State  Investment  &  Insurance  Co. 
was  in  existence.  Peter  Donohue  was  presi- 
dent, A.  J.  Bryant  vice  president,  Chas.  H. 
Cashing  secretary,  Francis  W.  Bacon  cashier. 

The  Firemans  Fund  occupied  the  same 
corner  a-!  now,  with  officers:  D.  J.  Staples 
president,  Alpheus  Bull  vice  president,  and 
Geo.  D.  Dornin  secretary. 

There  was  a  Fire  Underwriters  Board  of 
San  Francisco. 

The  Underwriters  Fire  Patrol  of  San 
Francisco  was  about  two  years  old. 

The  Coast  Review  had  office  at  1  l.S  Leides- 
dorff  St.     J.  G.  Edwards  was  publisher. 

We  have  mentioned  only  the  companies 
advertising  in  the  directory. 

J.  D.  Blanchard  was  president  of  the 
California  Farmers,  and  F.  K.  Rule  secre- 
tary.    The  sheriff  got  it. 

W.  Lane  Brooker  represented  the  North- 
ern. 

Tlie  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  adver- 
tised $25,841,050  assets.  Wm.  B.  Johnston 
was  general  agent.  He  advertised  his  com- 
pany's reinsurance  of  the  outstanding  risks 
of  the  Pacific,  which  was  crippled  by  the 
Chicago  fire. 

In  1879 

The  fire  business  of  New  Zealand  in  the 
state  of  California  except  San  Francisco, 
was  reinsured  in  the  California.  The  Coast 
Review  said,  "This  is  the  largest  insurance 
business  transaction   done  in    the   quickest 


time  of  any  thing  we  have  had  to  record  on 
this  Coast.  Within  twenty-four  hours  from 
the  time  it  was  known  that  the  New  Zea- 
land business  was  to  be  reinsured  the  con- 
tract was  closed,  papers  signed  and  deliv- 
ered. The  amount  at  risk  assumed  by  the 
California  in  this  transaction  is,  in  round 
numbers,  $2,225,000  on  which  the  premiums 
are  $50,000." 

Twenty  Years  Ago 

The  Royal  Exclumge  extended  its  busi- 
ness from  the  Pacific  Coast  to  the  Eastern 
states. 

The  Coast  Review  printed  an  article  on 
the  decaying  Knights  of  Honor,  which  in 
1802-03-04  lost  17,000  members.  In  our 
October  issue  we  mentioned  the  final  dis- 
appearance of  this  insurance  order. 

The  Methodists  of  California,  in  annual 
conference,  adopted  a  resolution  in  favor  of 
insuring  their  churches  in  a  Methodist  fire 
mutual.  The  Coast  Review  said  that  in 
1894  the  underwriters  paid  $1,000,000  losses 
on  churches,  and  that  churches  were  bad 
fire  risks.  Nothing  ever  came  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

J.  L.  M.  Shetterley,  proprietor  of  the 
Fidelity  Mutual  Aid  Association  of  San 
Francisco,  advertised  that  his  company 
had  $6,000,000  cash  deposits  with  California 
and  Missouri.  And  yet  this  wealthy  scheme 
is  dead. 

The  widow  of  Dr.  Charles  E.  Blake  sued 
the  National  Life  of  Vermont  for  $10,000. 
The  doctor  was  in  arrears  for  the  premiums. 
He  was  told  that  he  must  present  his  cer- 
tificate of  good  health.  This  was  at  the 
office  of  the  company.  Dr.  Blake  laugiiingly 
said  that  he  was  in  good  health  and  would 
fix  the  matter  up  in  a  day  or  two.  One 
hour  later  he  was  dead.  Dr.  Blake  was  a 
medical  examiner.  Tiie  case  was  taken  to 
the  supreme  court  of  California. 

John  D.  Mouser,  a  well-known  life  insur- 
ance solicitor,  filed  a  petition  in  insolvency. 
His  principal  creditors  were  San  Francisco 
managers  who  had  advanced  him  money. 
Assets  were  the  clothes  that  he  wore. 
Liabilities  $4,002,  not  including  his  wash- 
erwoman's bill.    Bert  Snow  was  mentioned 
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WASHINGTON   MARINE   BUSINESS   IN 
1914 

Co's  NetPrem's  Losses  In c 

yEtna      $  18,732                $    9,467 

Alliance     ....  4,954  1,031 

Automobile   .    .    .  2,715  311 

Boston 5,150  364 

British  &  Forei^oi  20,808  1,646 

Canton 16,986  19,072 

Com'l  Union    .    .  472  .    .    . 

Continental  ...  20  ... 

Federal 9,634  5,848 

Fireman's  Fund  .  73,642  24,614 

Glens  Falls    .    .    .  52S>  52 

Hartford     ....  7,604  955 

Home 1,809  .    .    . 

Indemnity     .    .    .  3,596  1,335 

Ins.  Co.  N.  Amer.  40,119  14,415 

La  Fonciere  ...  2,914  575 

Mannheim     .    .    .  8,851  3,571 

Marine 3,652  19,000 

Nord  Deutsche     .  4,130  2,041 

North  China     .    .  1,147  248 

P.  C.  Fisherman's  2,731  457 

Phoenix  Assur.    .  8,793  4,607 

Prov.-Wash.      ,    .  8,647  1,993 

Queen 39  ... 

Royal  Exchange  .  3,637  1,163 

Royal 156  .    ,    . 

Standard    .    .       .  19,508  4,010 

St.  Paul  F.  &  M.  20,494  7,842 

S.  at  U.  S.  Lloyds  11,616  5,619 

Switzerland  Gen'l  13,380  5,993 

Thames  &  Mersey  34,817  8,382 

Union 8,508  4,818 

Western     ....  8,906  3,237 

Yangtsze    ....  20,286  3,887 

Total  ....    I  394,979  |  156,554 

Losses  paid  were  1201,343. 

In  California  the  Armenians  and  the 
Sicilians  are  not  considered  good  fire  in- 
surance risks.  They  have  rather  too  many 
incendiary  fires.  Down  in  Fresno,  Hagop 
Malajekian,  an  Armenian,  set  lire  to  his 
home  in  the  morning  of  Decemljer  ;>,  while 
his  wife  was  attending  a  funeral;  and  then, 
after  poking  up  the  fire,  he  trotted  up  street 
to  the  office  of  the  insurance  agent,  pre- 
sented his  policy  and  demanded  the  amount 


of   his   insurance, 
ablaze. 


His    house    was   then 


Sexton's  Fire  Insurance 

Encanto,  Calif.,  8-16  '15. 
The  Coast  Review,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Gentlemen : 

This  is  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  "Uncle 
Billy"  Sexton's  book,  "Fire  Insurance," 
which  I  have  read  very  carefully  and  am 
much  pleased  with  the  same. 

In  my  opinion  every  underwriter  from 
local  agent  up  should  have  a  copy  of  this 
valuable  book. 

Yours  truly, 
(Sigued)      J.  H.  Clinkscales. 

Butte,  Mont.,  August  10th,  1915. 

The  Coast  Review,  San  Francisco. 
Gentlemen: 

In  reply  to  yours  of  the  4th  inst.  beg  to 
say  that  I  have  read  with  interest  "F'ire 
Insurance"  by  Wm.  Sexton,  and  would 
have  recognized  the  inimitable  style  of  the 
author  even  had  his  name  not  been  attached. 
There  is  only  one  man  capable  of  putting 
matters  in  such  a  clear,  concise  and  inter- 
esting manner  as  "Uncle  Bill"  has  done  in 
this  work. 

I  am  sure  that  every  reader  of  the  book 
will  derive  much  pleasure,  combined  with 
valuable  instruction,  and  it  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  every  insurance  man. 

Trusting  that  the  pul)lication  will  receive 
the  patronage  its  merits  deserve  and  entitle 
it  to. 

Yours  sincerely,    (Signed)  T.  T.  Frith. 
Seattle,  Wash.,  Aug.  16,  1915. 

"Coast  Review,"  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Gentlemen : 

We  are  in  receipt  of  copy  of  "Fire  Insur- 
ance" by  Mr.  Wm.  Sexton,  and  while  we 
have  not  as  yet  had  time  to  give  it  the 
tliorough  and  careful  study  which  we  intend 
giving  it,  we  have  glanced  through  its  pages 
sufficiently  to  see  that  it  is  full  of  good  in- 
surance information,  and  can  be  studied 
with  profit  alike  by  managers  and  special 
and  local  agents. 

Yours  truly, 
Northwestern  Mutual  Fire  Association. 

M.  D.  L.  Rliodes,  secretary. 
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CALIFORNIA    MARINE    INSURANCE    FIGURES 

[  From  California  State  Insurance 

Report  ] 

The  fol 

owing  tabulation  shows  that  durin 

g  the  past  thirty  y 

ears  the 

marine    insurance    companies   have    receive:! 

liremiums     in     California 

amounting  to  $52,091,879.89,  paid  out  in  losses  $31,678,725.68: 

Ratio  of 

Premiums 

Losses 

losses  to 

received 

paid 

premiums 

1885  .... 

$  1,395,993  67 

$      855,630  41 

61.3 

1886.   .   .   . 

1,515,279  79 

676,325  30 

43.8 

1887  .... 

971,859  86 

583,772  27 

60.1 

1888  .... 

1,752,696  58 

955,239  49 

54.5 

1889.  .   .   . 

1,602,434  12 

926,811  88 

57.8 

1890.  .  .   . 

1,526,453  95 

1,109,431  64 

72.7 

1891  .... 

1,927,088  44 

736,735  18 

38.2 

1892.  .   .   . 

1,638,876  63 

1,059,120  83 

64.6 

1893  .... 

1,354,439  16 

808,792  67 

59.7 

1894.  .   . 

1,113,840  90 

418,106  22 

37.5 

1895 

1,'>49,317  11 

887,761  60 
819,221  66 

71.1 

57.7 

1896  .... 

1,418,739  79 

1897.   .   .   . 

1,689,658  74 

1,375,911  66 

81.4 

1898  ... 

1,789,140  56 

765,624  90 

42.8 

1899 

.   .      1,557,487  19 

818,261  22 
1,134,047  78 

52.5 

58.5 

1900.   .   .   . 

1,938,123  83 

1901  .... 

1,802,525  31 

978,308  20 

54.3 

1902  .... 

1,692,599  26 

1,074,070  22 

63.5 

1903.   .   .   . 

1,511,365  30 

1,034,522  92 

68.4 

1904  .... 

1,502,518  52 

899,004  65 

59.8 

1905 

1,581,196  83 

1,463,939  42 
1,394,987  39 

92.5 
85.6 

1906.   .   . 

.  .   .      1,628,982  01 

1907.   .   .   . 

1,885,535  22 

1,276,704  91 

67.7 

1908 

1,864,861  07 

994,487  39 
1,368  892  35 

53.3 
70.1 

1909  .... 

.   .       .   .      1,952,269  99 

1910        .   . 

2,180,135  75 

1,689,065  81 
1,375,225  59 

77.4 
59.2 

1911  .... 

.   .   .      2,321,318  35 

1912  ... 

.   .         2,667,902  00 

779,238  00 

29.2 

1913.   .   .   . 

2,464,976  07 

2,011,324  81 

81.5 

1914  .... 
Totals 

2,594,263  90 

1,408,158  97 

54.3 

$52,091,879  89 

$31,678,725  68 

60.8 

The  year 

1912  yielded  the  largest  premium  income.      The    year    1913 

was  dis- 

tinguished  by 

the  largest  total  of  losses  paid.     The  year    1905  had  the   lai 

gest  loss 

ratio— 92.5. 

These  are  "over  the  counter  figures"  and  in  some  years  inclu 

de  Great 

Lakes  business.      Losses  paid,  too,  do  not  necessar 

ily  include  losses  paid  at  other 

than  CaUfornia  ports  on  California  business.     Many 

California  cargoes   are  insured 

abroad. 

1 
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ONE    THING    AND    ANOTHER 


It  is  now  time  to  cut  and  dry  and  other- 
wise increase  the  hazard  of  the   Christmas 

tree. 

*         *         • 

The  state  never  competes  on  equal  terms 
with  private  capital.  Its  insurance  experi- 
ments are  paid  for  by  the  general  tax-payer. 
»         »         * 

Family  resemblances  persist,  sometimes 
in  direct  descent,  sometimes  collaterally. 
A  grandfather  may  live  to  see  his  features 
mirrored  in  his  great  grandson  or  great 
granduepliew,  while  neither  son  nor  grand- 
son resembles  him.  Two  second  or  third 
cousins,  or  two  men  with  a  relationship  still 
more  distant,  may  resemble  each  other 
more  closely  than  twin  brothers,  despite  all 
the  blendings  by  marriage  of  unrelated 
families  for  four  generations.  Man  and 
woman  reproduce,  not  themselves,  but  their 

ancestors. 

«         •         » 

William  J.  Dutton,  the  ex-president  of 
the  Fireman's  Fund  Ins.  Co.,  visited,  for 
the  first  time,  an  English  district  where 
some  of  his  ancestors  had  lived.  When  he 
registered  at  a  village  inn  the  clerk,  who 
had  never  before  seen  him,  said:  "Mr. 
Dutton,  I  could  have  registered  for  you. 
I  knew  you  were  a  Dutton  when  j'ou  came 
in,  for  you  are  the  living  image  of  Mr. 
Dutton,  who  lives  some  fifteen  miles  from 
here.  His  first  name  is  the  same  as  yours, 
also."  Many  an  American,  no  doubt,  even 
if  of  colonial  descent,  has  his  "living  image" 
somewhere  in  the  Old  World. 
»     *     * 

The  sobriquet  "  Little  Corporal  "  has 
given  the  world  a  wrong  idea  of  the  hight 
of  Napoleon.  He  was  5  feet  7  inches 
tall,  wliich  was  the  average  hight  of  the 
Union  soldiers  in  the  American  Civil 
War.  "He  was  only  LS  inihcs  barely 
across  the  shoulders,  and  scarcely  10  inches 
deep."     These  were  the  measurements  of 

the  undertaker  on  the  island  of  St.  Helena 

»         *         » 

Business  ought  to  come  to  the  aiivnt  un- 
solicited— but  it  seldom  does. 


Many  things,  disagreeable  and  injurious, 
are  the  price  we  pay  for  liberty.  If  unwill- 
ing to  pay  the  price,  we  must  forego  the 
liberty. 

*  ♦         ♦ 

Courage  comes  by  daring,  strength  comes 

by  doing. 

*  *         * 

The  Metropolitan  Life  does  so  well  in 
some  towns  in  Canada  and  the  L^nited 
States  that  it  has  policies  in  force  therein  in 
excess  of  the  total  population. 

m  *  * 

You  can  get  warm  in  Japan  in  winter 
only  when  the  house  burns.  This  fact  may 
account  for  the  many  dwelling  fires. 

*  *         * 

Soon  somebody  will  say,     "We  have  with 

us  tonight." 

*  *         * 

Socialistic  New  Zealand  has  a  state  life 
insurance  department,  at  Wellington,  which 
has  52,273  policies  in  force  for  $62,755,000. 
The  income  for  the  past  year  was  $1,824,- 
000.  The  department  was  founded  forty- 
five  years  ago,  and  the  accumulations  are 
$26,340,000.  The  average  insurance  per 
policy  is  $1,420.  The  annual  new  business 
is  $5,500,000.  Of  the  surplus  of  $1,110,000, 
all  but  $45,000  was  paid  in  bonuses  to 
policyholders.  The  expenses  are  light,  the 
government  bearing  much  of  the  total  in  a 
way  not  reported  in  the  accounts. 

*  *         * 

While  the  insurance  business  is  not 
exactly  the  place  for  a  modest  man  to  suc- 
ceed, neither  is  it  a  place  for  an  immodest 
man,  believe  me. 

Editor  Coast  Review  :  You  ask  why 
shouldn't  a  life  company  accept  business 
from  a  fire  broker?  The  answer  is  because 
a  fire  company  won't  accept  city  business 
from  a  life  agent.  (Signed.)  Life  Agent. 
»         »         » 

The  New  York  state  insurance  report  for 
1874  has  this  item  of  expense: 
"Paid  for  iiLnvspapers  and  insurance  jour- 
nals      $1S.90 
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Suicide  Statistics — This  Coast   Leads 

A  statistician,  sorting  out  figures,  lias  dis- 
covered that  in  proportion  to  population 
there  are  more  suicides  in  Coast  cities  than 
east  of  the  Great  Divide.  Prof.  Hoffman 
does  not  offer  any  explanation.  Perhaps 
he  thinks  it  not  Prudential  to  say  that  many 
of  these  unfortunates  slay  tliemselves  rather 
than  return  to  freeze  or  roast  in  the  East. 
San  Francisco  heads  the  list  with  234  sui- 
cides or  52.4  per  100,000  census  populaiion. 
Other  California  are  near,  and  all  with  a 
high  rate  in  excess  of  that  for  the  previous 
ten  years.  These  poor  suicides  were  resolved 
to  not  return  liome. 

Little  old  New  York  averaged  20.2  sui- 
cides per  100,000.  Few  New  Yorkers  iiave 
visited  this  warm  and  cheerful  Coast,  with 
need  or  obligation  to  return. 

Very  seriously  we  add  a  well  known  fact, 
to-wit:  many  very  sick  people  come  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  they  face  a  lingeriug  death 
from  tuberculosis  or  other  incui  able  disease. 
Here  they  make  their  last  stand,  and  some 
escape  further  suffering  by  destroying  them- 
selves. 


Effects  of  War 

It  is  asserted  that  the  English  and  the 
German  fire  offices  in  this  country  have 
lost  considerable  business  —  some  of  their 
oldest  and  best  policyholders  —  in  this 
country  because  of  the  unfriendly  feelings 
engendered  by  the  war  in  Europe. 

The  hyphen  has  not  made  many  foreign- 
born  folks  altogether  neutral,  and  they  have 
carried  enmity  to  the  extent  of  cancelling 
insurance  in  "the  enemy"  country's  com- 
panies. It  is  an  "extension"  of  the  war 
which  benefits  American  companies.  The 
example  set  by  men  still  in  allegiance  to 
foreign  governments,  who  felt  in  duty  bound 
to  have  "no  business  dealings  with  the 
enemy"  was  quickly  followed  by  those  who 
had  foresworn  such  allegiance. 

All  this  will  in  time  be  changed,  and  the 
good  old  friendly  days  will  return.  War 
may  not  soon  be  forgotten  but  sound  busi- 
ness principles  will  again  prevail,  and  a 
United  States  branch  will  be  considered  as 
having  American  assets  and  surplus  funds, 
and   American    employees,    whether    born 


here  or  abroad.  But  .January  1st  figures  will 
probably  show  smaller  premium  receipts  by 
some  or  all  the  companies  whose  head- 
quarters are  in  tiie  warring  countries. 

Many  Incendiary  Fires  on  the    Coast  Bui 
No    Eastern    Firebugs 

We  have  remarked  at  different  times  on 
the  strange  fact  that  while  incendiary  fires 
in  the  Pacific  West  have  trebled,  perhaps 
quintupled,  in  the  past  two  or  three  years, 
the  known  incendiaries  have  all  turned  out 
to  be  long  resident  on  this  Coast. 

Only  TWO  Eastern  firebugs  have  ever  been 
caught  on  this  Coast — many  years  ago — and 
although  their  records  were  notorious  in 
their  old  homes — in  Ohio  and  in  Missouri — 
their  names  did  not  appear  in  any  Fire 
Record  when  they  had  several  fires.  One 
of  these  firebugs  had  eight  suspicious  fires 
and  tlie  other  was  the  leader  of  an  arson 
gang  of  merchants  for  whom  the  police  were 
searchi)ig. 

Neither  had  any  difficulty  in  getting  in- 
surance after  having  many  suspicious  fires. 
Who  is  responsible? 


Acknowledged 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  very  fine  testimonial 
to  Sylvester  Clark  Dunham,  late  president 
of  the  Travelers'  Insurance  Company.  It 
is  in  booklet  form  and  contains  first  a  tribute 
to  his  cliaracter  and  administration  as  presi- 
dent of  the  company,  then  an  exhaustive 
biography,  personal  tributes  by  officers  of 
the  various  insurance  companies  and  a  very 
fine  halftone  photo  of  Mr.  Dunham. 


The  District  of  Columbia  has  about  twenty 
insurance  companies.  The  population  is 
about  equal  to  that  of  Alameda  county,  Cal. 


The  state  buildings  at  the  Exposition 
were  sold  to  wreckers  at  about  2  percent  of 
their  cost. 


The  Chinese  army  never  fights  when  it 
rains,  because  the  soldiers  wear  paper  shoes. 
This  should  serve  as  a  hint  to  the  men  who 
are  dynamiting  ammunition  factories  in  the 
United  States.  Why  not  blow  up  the  shoe 
factories? 
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CALIFORNIA  LEGISLATION  OF  1915  AFFECTING  FIRE 
INSURANCE  INTERESTS 

From   a  Paper  1>y   A.  J.  Cougan,  Attorney  at  Law,   Read  at  tJie  39th   Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Fire  Underwriters  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Published  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

Out  of  some  twenty-five  fire  insurance  bills  introduced  during  the  legis- 
lative session  of  1915,  only  seven  were  passed  by  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  and  signed  by  the  Governor.  Of  these  seven  bills,  two  pro- 
vide for  new  legislation,  three  are  amendatory  of  code  provisions  now  in 
force  and  two  relate  to  taxation  matters.  I  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  the  new  legislation  is  not  drastic  in   form. 

Senate  Bill  No.  571,  introduced  by  Senator  Benedict,  is  entitled,  '"An 
act  to  prohibit  insurance  companies,  associations  or  societies,  and  thrir 
agents,  from  misrepresenting  the  terms  of  any  policy  of  insurance."  S?e- 
tion  1  provides  that  no  insurance  company  or  its  representative  shall  issue, 
circulate  or  use  any  statement,  estimate,  illustration  or  circular  misrepre- 
senting the  terms  of  any  policy,  nor  make  any  misrepresentation  concern- 
ing a  policy,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  any  person  to  take  it  out.  S:?e- 
tion  2  provides  that  no  person  shall  be  excused  from  testifying  on  a  trial 
for  the  violation  of  the  act  on  the  ground  that  his  testimony  might  incrim- 
inate him,  and  provides  that  such  person  so  testifying  shall  not  be  prose- 
cuted as  a  result  of  his  testimony  except  for  perjury.  Section  3  provides 
for  severe  penalties  for  each  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and 
authorizes  the  Insurance  Commissioner  to  revoke  or  suspend  a  license  issued 
to  any  agent,  solicitor  or  broker  if  such  agent,  solicitor  or  broker  has 
knowingly  or  willfully  violated  any  of  its  provisions.  This  act  is  calcu- 
lated to  raise  the  standard  of  the  insurance  business  generally  and  to 
afford  protection  to  the  public  from  fraud  on  the  part  of  companies  and 
their  agents.     The  passage   of  this  act   met  with   no   opposition. 

Senate  Bill  No.  158,  introduced  by  Senator  Bebau,  is  entitled,  "An  act 
to  add  a  new  section  to  the  Political  Code,  to  be  numbered  620-b,  relating 
to  the  withdrawal  of  deposits  of  securities  by  insurance  companies."  This 
act  only  affects  insurance  companies  organized  under  the  laws  of  this 
State.  It  provides  that,  whenever  any  such  insurance  company  has  depos- 
ited securities  with  an  officer  of  this  State  to  enable  it  to  do  business  in 
another  State,  such  securities  may  be  withdrawn  whenever  it  ceases  to  do 
business  in  such  other  State  and  conclusive  evidence  is  filed  that  all  its 
policies  written  in  such  other  State  have  expired  or  been  paid,  canceled 
or  re-insured. 

The  three  bills  amendatory  of  code  provisions  already  in  force  are 
Senate  Bills  124,  650  and  1037. 

Senate  Bill  No.  124  likewise  relates  only  to  insurance  companies  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  provides  for  the  character  of  invest- 
ments that  may  be  made  by  such  insurance  companies.  The  bill  amends 
section  421  of  the  Civil  Code.  In  addition  to  the  investments  allowed 
under  said  section,  insurance  companies  are  permitted,  under  the  amend- 
ment, to  invest  in  notes  or  bonds  secured  by  mortgage   or  deed  of  trust, 
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payment   of   which  is  guaranteed   by  a   policy   of   mortgage  insurance   and 
mortgage  participation  certificates  issued  by  a  mortgage  insurance  company. 

Senate  Bill  No.  650  is  entitled,  "An  act  to  amend  section  594  of  the 
Political  Code,  relating  to  the  classification  of  insurance  business  and  to 
the   capital  stock   of  insurance   companies." 

The  only  change  made  by  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  that  no  company 
can  do  any  mortgage  insurance  in  California  without  having,  at  least, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  capital  stock  fully  paid  in 
previous  to  the  issuance  of  a  policy;  whereas,  the  amount  of  capital  stock 
heretofore  required  was  but  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Senate  Bill  No.  1037  amends  section  623  of  the  Political  Code.  The 
changes  are  not  many.  This  section  provided  that  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioner must  require  every  insurance  company  not  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  this  State,  then  transacting  or  proposing  to  transact  business 
in  this  State,  before  commencing  such  business,  to  file  a  bond  in  his  oflS.ce 
in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  that  the  company  and 
its  agents  will  pay  all  taxes,  conform  to  the  laws  made  to  govern  it,  and 
pay  all  fees,  assessments,  taxes,  penalties  and  fines  that  may  be  laid  upon 
or  against  it.  The  amendment  makes  this  section  applicable  to  domestic 
companies  as  well  as  to  those  organized  elsewhere  and  provides  that  the 
bond  shall  be  continuing  and  that  the  company,  in  lieu  of  the  bond,  may 
deposit  securities  of  the  kind  and  character  of  those  set  forth  in  section 
421  of  the  Civil  Code.  The  provision  making  the  bond  continuing  and 
thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of  furnishing  a  new  bond,  whenever  a  renewal 
of  the  certificate  of  authority  is  issued  by  the  Insurance  Commissioner,  is 
valuable  to  the  companies. 

The  remaining  two  bills  that  were  enacted  are  Senate  Bills  24  and  1261. 

Senate  Bill  No.  24  increased  the  percentage  of  taxation  on  insurance 
companies  from  one  and  three-fourths  to  two  per  cent  on  gross  premiums 
received  upon  their  business  done  in  this  State,  less  return  premiums  and  re- 
insurance in  companies  or  associations  authorized  to  do  business  in  this 
State.  This  bill  was  passed  during  the  month  of  January  last  and  was 
approved  by  the  Governor  on  January  30th.  By  its  terms,  it  went  into 
effect  immediately  after  its  final  passage.  It  applies  to  taxes  assessed 
against  the  companies  for  this  year  based  on  the  returns  filed  with  the 
Insurance  Comm.issioner  for  last  year's  business. 

Senate  Bill  No.  1261  provides  for  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  pay  the  claims  of  corporations,  arising  from 
exemptions  under  the  provision  of  section  14,  article  XIII,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, for  the  return  of  corporation  license  taxes  erroneously  collected 
The  provision  of  the  Constitution  referred  to,  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
insurance  companies,  provides  that  the  percentage  tax  on  gross  premiums, 
etc.,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all 'other  taxes  and  licenses.  State,  county  and  mu- 
nicipal, upon  the  property  of  such  companies,  except  county  and  municipal 
taxes  on  real  estate.  The  question  arose  as  to  whether  those  corporations 
enumerated  in  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  including  fire  insurance 
companies,  were  exempted  from  paying  the  so-called  "'Corporation  License 
Tax."     The  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Company,  at  the  request  of  the  Board 
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of  Fire  Underwriters  of  the  Pacific,  brought  an  action  on  behalf  of  itself 
and  as  assignee  of  four  other  fire  insurance  companies,  against  Honorable 
Frank  C.  Jordan,  as  Secretary  of  State,  to  recover  corporation  license 
taxes  paid  by  them  under  jrotest,  claiming  the  exemption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion above  referred  to.  The  Superior  Court  of  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  upon  an  appeal  taken 
by  the  Attorney-General,  sustained  the  contention  of  the  Hartford  Fire 
Insurance  Company.  The  importance  of  this  decision  can  readily  be  seen, 
for  it  was  the  first  judicial  determination  of  the  question  involved  and 
paved  the  way  for  the  refund  of  the  corporation  licenses,  as  provided  in 
this  recent  enactment.  Fire  insurance  companies  are  vitally  interested  in 
this  law,  for  a  refund  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money  will  eventually  be 
made  to  them. 

Bills  Defeated  Which  Would  Have  Affected   Fire   Insurance   Interested, 
Had  They  Been  Enacted 

At  the  risk  of  imposing  on  your  good  natures,  I  have  thought  it  proper 
to  make  some  mention  of  each  of  the  defeated  measures,  although  some 
are  of  considerably  more  importance  and  interest  than  others.  This  is 
done  in  order  to  acquaint  the  members  with  the  character  of  legislation 
with  which  the  fire  companies  are  usually  confronted  every  two  years. 

Of  the  defeated  bills  only  seven  passed  both  the  Senate  and  the  As- 
sembly and  were  sent  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval.  These  were  Sen- 
ate Bills  570,  572,  573,  761,  900,  1197  and  Assembly  Bill  1303;  each  was 
pocket  vetoed  in  that  the  Governor  failed  to  sign  it  within  the  time 
allowed  by  law. 

Senate  Bill  Xo.  570  was  introduced  by  Senator  Benedict.  This  bill 
is  commonly  spoken  of  as  the  "Anti-Eebate"  Bill.  In  1913  a  bill  some- 
what similar  in  form  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  but  vetoed  by  the 
Governor.  The  salient  features  of  Senate  Bill  570  were  (1)  that  all 
policies  of  insurance  shall  state  the  true  and  correct  premiums,  when 
ascertainable,  and  shall  state  the  risks  covered  for  such  premium  consid- 
eration;  (2)  that  no  company  or  its  agents,  as  an  inducement  to  insurance, 
shall  offer,  promise,  allow,  give,  set  oflf  or  pay  any  rebate  of  a  part  of 
the  premium  or  agent's  commission;  (3)  that  no  company  shall  pay  a  com- 
mission to  a  person  appointed  by  it  as  its  agent,  who  shall  be  in  the  employ 
insurance  or  in  connection  therewith,  any  stocks,  securities  or  property 
or  any  dividends  or  profits  accruing  or  to  accrue  thereon,  nor,  except  as 
specified  in  the  policy  or  contract,  offer,  promise  or  give  any  other  thing 
of  value  whatsoever  as  an  inducement  to  insurance.  The  act  provided  that 
a  corporation  or  persmi  violating  its  provisions  should  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor. 

Senate  Bills  Nos.  572  and  573  were  introduced  by  Senator  Benedict. 
Senate  Bill  572  related  to  the  licensing  of  insurance  agents  and  Senate 
Bill  573  to  the  licensing  of  insurance  brokers.  As  these  bills  are  some- 
what similar  in  form,  it  will  probably  serve  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to 
discuss  onlv  one  of  them. 
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Briefly,  Senate  Bill  573  provided  for  the  filing  of  an  application  to 
act  as  broker,  with  the  Insurance  Commissioner;  for  the  issuance  by  the 
Commissioner  of  a  license  to  the  applicant,  upon  his  paying  ten  dollars 
and  upon  the  Commissioner's  being  satisfied  that  the  applicant  was  a  suit- 
able and  trustworthy  person,  qualified  to  transact  an  insurance  brokerage 
business,  and  for  the  revocation  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  license  of  a 
broker,  after  a  hearing. 

Senate  Bill  572  contained  a  like  provision  making  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioner judge  of  the  applicant's  fitness  to  act  as  an  agent. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  our  last  Legislature,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Oklahoma  had  a  somewhat  similar  provision  of  a  statute  before  it.  In 
holding   it    unconstitutional    that   court,   in    part,    said: 

"It  is  well  settled  that  the  Legislature  is  without  power  to 
delegate  authority  to  any  person  or  board  to  grant  or  refuse 
license  at  his  or  its  discretion,  arbitrarily  or  capriciously,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  mind  of  such  officer  or  persons  composing  such 
board." 

Senate  Bill  No.  761  was  entitled,  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  maintenance,  by  fire  insurance  companies,  of  guaranty  surplus 
funds  and  special  reserve  funds,  and  thereby  limiting  liability."  This  bill 
applied  only  to  such  domestic  fire  insurance  corporations  as  desired  to 
avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  It  limited  dividends  to  seven  per  cent 
until  these  funds  together  equaled  the  amount  of  the  company's  capital 
stock;  provided  for  the  investment  of  these  funds;  for  the  protection,  by 
the  use  of  the  reserve  funds,  of  policyholders  in  case  of  conflagration; 
and  further  provided  that,  when  this  fund  equaled  one-half  the  amount 
of  the  capital,  the  company  might  insert  in  its  policy  a  provision  that  the 
insured,  by  accepting  the  policy,  waived  recourse  against  the  stockholders 
of  the  company. 

Senate  Bill  900  sought  to  amend  section  596  of  the  Political  Code, 
relating  to  surplus  line  insurance  and  brokers,  making  the  following  addi- 
tions thereto:  First,  a  surplus  line  broker,  before  writing  insurance  in 
an  unauthorized  comp>any,  must  satisfy  himself  that  the  insurance  had 
been  offered  to  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent  of  all  authorized  companies; 
and,  whenever  requested  by  the  Insurance  Commissioner,  he  must  file  a  list 
of  the  companies  comprising  said  seventy-five  per  cent  to  which  he  had 
offered  the  risk;  second,  it  fixed  a  fine  for  a  surplus  line  broker's  failure 
to  report  risks  written  by  him  to  the  Commissioner  or  for  his  willful 
omission  to  mention,  in  his  reports,  risks  so  written,  in  order  to  avoid 
taxation. 

Senate  Bill  No.  1197  sought  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  Penal  Code, 
providing  that  any  insurance  agent  or  broker  that  fraudulently  took  or 
withheld  money  received  by  him  as  a  premium,  should  be  guilty  of  em- 
bezzlement, irrespective  of  whether  or  not  he  claimed  a  commission  or 
interest   in   the    money   withheld. 

Assemblyman  Hawson  introduced  Assembly  Bill  No.  1303  for  the  pur- 
pose of  amending  the  law  providing  for  County  Fire  Insurance  Companies. 
The  amendments  provided  by  this  bill  were   (1)    a  change  in   the  number 
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of  incorporators  from,  not  less  than  twenty-five,  to,  not  less  than  fifty; 

(2)  the  striking  out  of  the  requirement   that   the   incorporators   shall   all 
be  residents  of  one  county  and  permitting  residents  of  an  adjoining  county; 

(3)  providing  that  if  the  treasury  is  a  bank,  then  no  bonds  to  the  com- 
pany need  be  required. 

So  much  for  the  bills  that  were  vetoed.  The  remaining  bills  to  be 
discussed  either  were  not  reported  out  of  committee  or  died  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate  or  the  Assembly. 


UNIVERSAL    CAUSES    OF    SAW    MILL    FIRES 

From  a  Paper  by  W.  M.  Patterson  of  Portland,  Or.,  Read  at  the  39th  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Fire  Underiniters  Associatioji  of  the  Pacific 

Copyrighted.     Published  by  Permission  of  the  Association 

You  are  quite  familiar  with  the  general  construction  of  sawmills  and 
I  will  not  dwell  upon  that  feature  other  than  to  say  that  many  of  them 
are  flimsily  built,  temporary  structures,  erected  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  sawing  the  timber  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  hardly  deserve  the 
i-iime.  Neither  have  I  taken  into  consideration  the  present  financial  con- 
ditions existing  today.  There  are  a  variety  of  reasons  for  these,  the  prin- 
cipal one  affecting  the  lumber  industry  being  the  European  war,  which 
has  demoralized  foreign  business  by  causing  a  tremendous  lack  of  avail- 
able  tonnage. 

Xo  definite  rule  can  be  laid  down  for  the  proper  construction  and 
arrangement  of  sawmills,  the  varying  needs  of  different  plants  determining 
this  quite  independently  of  the  fire  insurance,  but  with  the  existing  facili- 
ties for  erecting  buildings  of  fire-retarding  qualities,  to  which  may  be  added 
the  element  of  sprinkler  control,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  sawmill  can 
not  be  made  a  safe  risk.  However,  until  the  companies  writing  the  class 
uiiite  in  close  co-operation,  not  much  hope  for  profit  can  be  expected. 

The  following  average  figures  reveal  the  experience  of  four  tariff, 
four  non-tariff  and  four  mutual  companies  writing  these  risks,  covering 
a  period  of  twenty-six  years  on  non-sprinklered  plants  in  the  so-called 
Pacific  Coast  territory : 

Tariff  Companies 

At  Risk  Premiums  Rate  Loss  '/f  to  Prem. 

$15,779,502.00  $766,935.00  4.855  $537,912.00  70.137 

Non-Tariff  Companies 
$10,313,654.00  $.110,963.00  4.954  $293,851.00  57.509 

Mutual  Companies 
$  8,766,390.00  $326,075.(10  3.719  $127,206.00  39.041 

What  information  I  liave  been  able  to  secure  concerning  sprinklered 
plants  shows  a  loss  percentage  to  premium  of  11-8/100  per  cent,  clearly 
showing    the   great   value    of    automatic   sprinklers.      A   classification    of 
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16.]  04   fires  ranging  in   losses   from   $12.00   to  $520,824.50   in   the  United 
states  from  January  1,  1883,  to  Januar}'  1,  1915,  originated  as  follows: 

463  Back  draught  from  boilers  and  furnaces. 

27  Bon  Fires. 

1  Burglar   exploding  safe  in   office 

39  Camp  Fires. 

163  Conflagrations. 

214  Decayed  wood  under  mill. 

1406  Defective  wiring. 

17  Exposing   saloons. 

59  Exposing  Bunk  House  with  stove  pipe. 

134  Exposing  Cook  House  with  stove  pipe. 

92  Embers  falling  from  refuse  burner. 

207  Furnace  in  boiler  room. 

45  Forest   Fires. 

467  Friction  in  pulleys  on  wooden  frame. 

1  Firemen  putting  lantern  down  in  oil  house  and   forgetting  it. 

4  Gasoline  engines. 

18  Hot  Ashes. 

1  Heat  from  exhaust  of  gas  pipe  of  automoi..     . 
2936     Hot  bearings  and  journals. 

596  Incendiary. 

1611  Kilns— defective. 

47  Lightning. 

1109  Matches. 

370  Originated  in  shaving  vault 

69  Overheated  stoves  and  steam   pipes.  > 

480  Originated  in  exposing  property. 

137  Sparks   from  donkeys  and  locomotives. 

346  Sparks   from   smokestacks. 

5  Sparks  from  forges. 

128  Sparkrf  from  hot  blast  drying  system. 

13  Sparks  from  live  roll  gears. 

612  Spontaneous  combustion. 

1018  Smoking. 

3267  Unknown. 

2  Water  and  Lime. 

Many  possibilities  occur  in  any  woodworking  plant,  and  under 
favorable  conditions,  which  often  lead  to  very  mystifying  outbreaks 
cf  fire.  The  dust  hazard  is  one  which  demands  serious  consideration. 
Dust  explosions  frequently  occur  after  Sundays,  holidays  or  when  the 
plant  has  been  closed  down,  for  repairs,  allowing  the  dust  to  dry;  when 
the  motion  of  the  machinery  forms  clouds  which  disseminated  with  air — 
gas  will  readily  ignite  on  contact  with  a  spark  or  open  flame.  In  one 
instance  a  "clean-up"  man  was  working  with  an  open  light  when  a 
.^r.iall  blaze  was  detected  immediately  where  he  had  finished.  The  com- 
t  ustion   being   fast,    and   the   immense   volumes   of   gas   thus   generated, 
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tbc-  fire  was  soon  beyond  control.  Water  has  been  thrown  on  small 
Mazes  with  such  force  that  the  surrounding  saw  dust  was  blown  about 
and  dust  explosions  followed,  the  fire  rapidly  spreading  throughout  the 
itill.  Numerous  fires  have  been  started  in  dry  kilns  equipped  with 
canvas  doors,  from  workmen  hanging  up  wet  clothing  to  dry  and  leaving 
matches  in  the  pockets. 

Watchmen  should  be  selected  with  as  much  care  and  consideration 
s.s  superintendents  and  the  watchman's  clause  should  carry  with  it  some 
aualification.  Of  283  sawmill  plants  personally  inspected,  and  of  which 
particular  note  of  the  watchman  employed  was  taken,  fourteen  were 
more    or    less    handicapped    by    being    crippled;    five    old    employes    who 

were  of  no  other  use;  twenty-nine  foreigners  unable  to  understand  the 
English  language;  three  found  it  a  "soft  job;"  the  balance  were  so-called 
watchmen  and  "clean-up"  men. 

Practically  none  of  the  mills  have  any  organized  fire  protection  of  their 
own  though  many  of  them  have  a  certain  amount  of  hose  and  pumps. 

Rules  and  regulations  promulgated  by  rating  and  surveying  bureaus, 
if  followed,  would  tend  to  eliminate  uiany  bad  features  existing  about 
woodworkers,  and  in  conclusion  1  suggest  that  the  companies  co-operate  in 
some  manner  with  the  purpose  of  exercising  their  influence  upon  the 
lumber  manufacturing  interests  which  would  have  a  tendency  to  greatly 
lessen  the  fire  hazards  incident  to  the  lumber  industry. 


FIRES 

Mrs.  Joseph  Jones,  of  Lake  City,  Modoc  county,  Cal.,  is  the  mother  of 
ten  children.  Leaving  the  two  youngest  playing  in  the  yard,  she  went 
shopping.  The  3-year-old  and  the  5-year-old  tots  got  into  the  bedroom, 
where  they  found  loose  matches.  They  set  fire  to  the  window  curtains 
and  ran  laughing  to  a  neighbor's  and  gleefully  told  of  their  mischief,  The 
poor  mother  now  "lives  in  a  shoe." 

Queer  Causes. — Through  the  carelessness  of  an  employee  at  Knights 
Recreiition  park,  Marysville,  Yuba  county,  Cal.,  the  grandstand  and  a 
number  of  paddocks  had  a  narrow  escape  from  destruction  by  fire.  A 
heated  pick,  from  which  the  handle  had  been  burned,  was  thrown  upon 
the  roof  of  one  of  the  low  buildings  to  prevent  stock  from  stepping  upon  it. 
A  farmer  driving  by  the  park  noticed  the  flames  which  resulted,  and  a 
bucket  brigade  removed  the  danger. 

A  hot  iron  at  the  forge  in  a  garage  at  Upper  Lake,  Lake  county,  Cal., 
started  a  fire  which  destroyed  five  buildings  and  two  motor-cars. 

Van  Fire. — While  enroute  from  Woodland  to  Oak  Park,  Cal.,  with  a 
load  of  household  goods,  the  driver  found  tlie  furniture  in  the  rear  of  the 
wagon  ablaze.  No  water  being  near,  the  burning  furniture  was  thrown 
out.     No  insurance. 

Incendiary. — Portnja.  Plumas  county,  Cal.,  is  still  infested  with  crimi- 
nals of  the  I.  AV.  W.  type.  I'udesirables  were  recently  deported.  Recently 
a  vacant  buililiug  was  found  ablaze,  with  stacks  of  oiled  gunny  sacks  on 
fire. 
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FIRE    INSURANCE 


THAT   BILLINGS  CLAIM 

Just  Comments  by  Adjuster  Lockey 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Independent: 

In  your  article  on  "Fire  Insurance  Ad- 
justments," published  October  27,  1915,  I 
fear  you  have  been  misinformed  as  to  con- 
ditions and  the  actions  of  fire  insurance 
companies.  I  have  been  adjusting  losses 
for  35  years,  represented  more  than  100 
companies,  and  do  know  that  insurance 
companies  desire  to  be  fair,  even  liberal,  in 
their  settlements,  except  where  the  origin 
of  the  fire  is  questionable  or  the  claim  ex- 
cessive. 

I  am  not  interested  in  the  case  you  men- 
tion but  I  am  advised  by  R.  A.  Luke  and 
others  that  the  stock  was  made  up  largely 
of  bankrupt  stocks  purchased  and  taken  to 
Billings  for  sale,  that  the  total  destroyed 
goods  was  limited,  that  the  insurance 
amounted  to  more  than  $51,000;  that  the 
origin  of  the  fire  is  not  fully  known  or  ac- 
counted for  and  the  claim  for  loss  believed 
by  the  insurance  companies  to  be  largely  in 
excess  of  the  actual  damage.  I  am  informed 
that  insured  sent  to  St.  Paul  for  an  adjuster 
for  the  assui'ed.  These  men  are  usually 
sharp,  shrewd  fellows,  understanding  insur- 
ance laws  and  methods  and  how  to  take 
every  advantage  of  companies  and  their 
policies,  for  the  assured.  They  usually  con- 
tract for  a  large  percentage  (  10  to  25  per- 
cent, I  have  been  told )  of  the  amount  se- 
cured from  tlie  insurance  companies  as 
their  compensation,  consequently  endeavor 
to  get  all  they  possibly  can,  sometimes  right 
or  wrong,  in  settlement  of  claims.  I  am 
further  informed  that  the  insurance  com- 
panies were  at  all  times  anxious  to  submit 
to  appraisal,  named  a  number  (  seven  or 
eight  )  local  business  men  in  Billings, 
Helena  and  Butte,  all  of  whom  were  objected 
to  by  the  insured  and  finally  sent  to  Oregon 
for  a  disinterested  merchant  to  visit  Billings 
and  represent  them  as  appraiser.  The  in- 
sured, I  am  told,  selected  a  brewery  man  as 
their  appraiser  (on  a  dry  goods  stock),  after- 
wards withdrawing  him  and  selecting  some- 


one else.  The  companies'  appraiser  re- 
mained in  Billings  more  than  80  days 
endeavoring  to  have  an  appraiser  appointed 
by  the  insured  and  agree  upon  an  umpire, 
and  was  there  until  about  the  time  insured 
began  to  sell  its  goods.  I  state  all  this  upon 
information  v,iiich  I  believe  to  be  true. 

Nearly  all  the  policies  used  in  Montana 
are  of  the  "New  York  Standard  Form"  or 
the  standard  form  of  some  other  state  and 
probably  could  not  be  improved  by  a  Mon- 
tana legislature.  The  companies  endeavor 
to  have  their  adjusters  at  the  scene  of  the 
fire  as  early  as  possible  so  that  the  assured 
may  not  be  delayed,  and  I  tliink  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  in  49  cases  out  of  50  adjustments 
are  completed  and  payment  made  in  from 
10  to  20  days  after  the  adjustment  is  made. 
The  60-day  payment  clause  will  be  found  in 
all  policies,  and  is  only  resorted  to  in  case 
of  misunderstanding  or  where  the  loss  or 
claim  is  questionable.  Another  thing  we 
must  not  overlook  is  the  fact  that  in  paying 
these  losses  insurance  companies  act  as  the 
distributers  of  money  collected  from  insured 
all  over  the  country  and  every  fraudulent 
loss  or  excessive  claim  paid  entails  a  heavier 
tax  on  the  general  insurer — you  and  I  stand- 
ing our  proportion  of  it.  If  all  losses  could 
be  adjusted  accurately  and  on  their  merits, 
our  insurance  rates  would  be  reduced  35  to 
40  percent  because  the  rates  are  fixed  to 
cover  losses,  expenses  and  usually  a  five  to 
six  percent  dividend  on  stock,  although 
often  dividends  are  paid  from  interest  and 
rents  from  investments.  Fire  insurance 
companies  as  a  rule  do  not  have  large 
amounts  of  surplus  and  as  stated  they  con- 
duct the  business  by  collecting  from  us  a 
sufficient  amount  to  meet  losses  and  ex- 
penses. When  losses  exceed  income  the 
rates  must  be  raised,  when  they  show  a 
surplus,  the  rates  are  frequently  reduced. 

The  merchant  who  figures  on  his  expenses 
adds  to  same  his  losses  from  bad  debts  and 
fixes  his  prices  to  include  expenses  and 
losses,  in  order  that  the  average  may 
return  him  a  reasonable  profit  at  the  end 
of  the  year.     I  have  adjusted  losses  in  com- 
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munities  where  everybody  favored  the  in- 
sured and  insisted  on  a  prompt  settlement, 
when  I  knew  that  either  the  loss  or  claim 
was  a  fraud,  and  afterwards  had  those  who 
were  most  insistent  on  the  loss  being  paid, 
say  to  me  tiiat  I  was  right,  that  the  man 
was  a  crook  and  not  entitled  to  anything. 
We  seldom  have  trouble  with  honest  people 
desiring  an  honest  adjustment,  but  when 
we  strike  a  dishonest  loss  or  a  dishonest 
claim  and  it  is  not  promptly  settled,  the 
assured  too  often  rushes  to  the  insurance 
commissioner  asking  him  to  become  the 
judge  and  order  the  company  to  pay  or  quit 
business  in  Montana.  To  the  credit  of  our 
insurance  commissioners,  be  it  said  they 
have  understood  the  situation  and  have  not 
permitted  themselves  to  be  thus  used. 

I  know  nothing  except  from  hearsay  about 
the  case  you  have  mentioned,  but  believe 
that  a  thorough  investigation  will  convince 
you  that  there  are  two  sides  to  the  proposi- 
tion and  that  the  insurance  companies  have 
been  and  are  prepared  to  arrive  at  a  fair 
adjustment  as  provided  by  their  policies 
which  are  contracts  and  cannot  well  be  set 
aside. 

Too  often  influential  parties  have  money 
due  them  by  the  assured  and  attempt  to 
force  the  insurance  companies  to  settle  the 
loss  and  collect  a  bad  debt  for  them,  with- 
out regard  to  the  equities  in  the  case.  Many 
claims  are  made  excessive  where  there  has 
been  very  little  fire  by  claiming  sentimental 
or  excessive  smoke  damage,  and  the  insured 
can  see  nothing  but  the  face  of  his  policy 
which  he  regards  as  a  note  of  hand. 

One  must  be  in  the  business  to  thoroughly 
understand  the  difficulties  we  meet,  when 
attempting  to  protect  the  insuring  public 
from  fraudulent  and  excessive  claims. 

Honest  business  men  want  just  and 
equitable  adjustments — nothing  more.  The 
great  mass  of  insurers  are  honest,  and  I 
believe  all  the  insurance  companies  desire 
to  pay  the  insurer  the  full  amount  of  his 
loss,  but  for  our  sakesmust  prevent  specula- 
tion in  insurance  policies  as  has  bt'en  done 
in  the  East  and  recently  on  the  Pacilic  ('oast. 
I  write  this  in  the  interest  of  fairness 
because  I  know  the  insurance  companies' 
side  as  well  as  that  of  the  insured. 

Helena,  Nov.  2,  ll»1.5.  R.  Lockey. 


$10,000,000  Capital 

The  Continental  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York  will  increase  its  capital  to  $10,- 
000,000.  A  stock  dividend  of  f)7,000,000  and 
|1 ,000,000  new  capital  will  make  the  largest 
increase  in  insurance  history. 


Isleton,  Cal.,Nov.  30. — Fire  in  a  Chinese 
store  today  destroyed  the  Oriental  part  and 
some  of  the  American  part  of  the  town;  35 
buildings  burned;  loss  $70,000. 

Johnson  &  Higgins,  Lloyds  people  in  San 
Francisco,  have  called  Wm.  H.  LaBoyteaux 
to  their  New  York  office,  and  put  Alex  Field 
in  charge.  Field  was  formerly  a  Board 
employee. 

Seattle,  Nov.  27. — Incendiaries  threaten 
to  burn  Pier  5  and  the  city  fireboat  Du- 
wamish. 

Graton,  Cal.,  Nov.  28. — Fires  of  incen- 
diary origin  burned  this  town  this  morning. 
The  largest  building  in  Bellevue  was  also 
burned  about  the  same  time.  At  Graton 
two  buildings  were  fired  simultaneously. 
Charles  Hallett  was  the  principal  sufferer. 
Total  insurance  loss  $15,000. 

Avalon,  Cal.,  Nov.  29.  —  Half  this  town 
burned  today.  The  Grand  View  hotel  and 
Hotel  Metropole  and  about  90  cottages  and 
tents  burned.  The  intervening  shops  also 
burned. 

Martinez,  Cal.,  is  preparing  for  a  well- 
water  supply  equal  to  the  domestic  and  fire- 
protections  of  a  city  of  25,000  people. 

New  Hampshire  agents  are  opposed  to 
contingent  commissions.  They  say  they 
will  be  content  with  20  percent  flat. 

The  Farmers  of  Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  pays 
10  percent  annual  dividends  to  stockholders, 
but  its  premium  reserve  earns  7nore.  But 
it  is  losing  underwriting  money. 

The  Detroit  National's  statement  shows 
$617,011  assets,  $388,850  capital,  $80,922 
net  surplus,  $i()0,9i;5  premiums,  arid  106.38 
percent  loss  paid  and  expense  ratio.  In  its 
first  year  the  expense  ratio  was  34.5;  in  its 
second,  48.3;  in  its  third  (last),  52.6. 
Losses  incurred  last  year  were  $111,947,  or 
86  percent  of  the  earned  premiums. 
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Hickman  and  Jenks    Arrested    at    Fresno 

Some  20  Gallons  of  Coal  Oil  Used — Confession  of 
Arson  — $24,000  Insurance  on  Clothing:  Stock — 
The  Two  Men  Under  Arrest 

Frank  D.  Hickman  and  bin  clerk  W.  H. 
Jenks  are  under  arrest  at  Fresno,  charged 
with  setting  tire  to  the  Hickman  clothing 
store  on  November  29  early  in  tiie  morning. 
Hickman  is  out  under  a  $5,000  bond 
given  by  local  sureties. 

Jenks  confessed,  after  a  policeman  told 
him  that  he  was  seen  leaving  the  store  late 
on  Sunday  night,  carrying  an  oil-can.  In 
his  confession,  Jenks  said  he  was  only  a 
clerk  at  $1,600  a  year,  and  that  his  em- 
ployer, Frank  D.  Hickman,  had  promised 
to  pay  off  1500  he  owed  on  Richmond  lots. 

Three  five  gallon  oil  cans,  a  gallon  can  of 
oil,  a  sprinkler  and  two  cuspidors  partly 
filled  with  the  oil,  together  with  clothing 
which  had  been  soaked  in  the  inflammable 
liquid  are  a  part  of  the  police  exhibits  with 
which  the  confession  was  obtained. 

The  plan  to  burn  the  Hickman  stock  of 
goods  dated  since  the  fire  several  months 
ago  which  destroyed  the  Kutner  block  on  I 
street  and  damaged  Hickman's  stock  of 
goods.  Jenks  said  Hickman  received  but  a 
small  amount  from  the  insurance  companies 
for  his  loss,  and  planned  to  set  fire  to  his 
own  stock  when  it  was  lieavily  insured. 
Whether  this  was  in  revenge  or  because 
business  was  bad,  is  not  intimated. 

Jenks  said:  Hickman  said  he  must  Uot  oe 
around  when  the  fire  was  set  (He  was  in 
San  Francisco,  "buying"  goods.]  H.  said 
the  best  time  to  set  the  fire  was  after  mid- 
niglit. 

A  bathrol)e  was  hanging  near  a  lighted 
gas-jet  in  the  basement.  Some  preparations 
for  the  incendiary  attempt,  such  as  soaking 
sticks  in  oil  and  laying  them  along  or  stand- 
ing them  against  the  cases  of  clothing. 
Jenks  says  he  found  this  bathrobe  on  fire 
when  he  entered  the  basement  at  midnight, 
and  there  was  a  smell  of  escaping  gas.  He 
had  time  to  sprinkle  a  little  oil  before  every- 
thing was  ablaze.  Previously  he  had 
sprinkled  goods  in  the  basement  with  coal 
oil. 


The  store  has  been  kept  closed  by  the 
adjusters,  pendino  further  developments. 
A  wooden  pail  half-filled  with  oil  has  since 
been  found  in  the  basement. 

After  Hickman's  claim  for  the  Kutner 
fire,  one  of  the  companies  on  his  risk  can- 
celed its  policy  on  the  clothing  stock,  and 
another  company  accepted  the  risk.  Other- 
wise the  policies  in  force  were  renewals. 

The  court  required  additional  bail  for 
Hickman,  and  his  brother,  J.  O.  Hickman, 
a  banker  at  Hanford,  became  his  surety 
also. 


Field  Men's  Notes 

J.  C.  Crooks,  formerly  with  Miller, 
Henley  &  Scott,  has  been  appointed  special 
agent  for  Christensen  &  Goodwin,  covering 
California  and  Nevada. 

Special  agents  are  to  be  encouraged  to 
join  the  Federation  movement.  The  Na- 
tional Board's  committee  on  laws  has 
approved  membership  by  special  agents, 
with  their  activities  limited  to  such  measures 
as  have  the  approval  of  the  committee.  It 
is  understood  tiiat  any  opposition  to  state 
insurance  has  that  approval. 

"Insurance  news,"  said  a  special  agent, 
"is  not  news  to  me,  for  I  hear  of  everything 
of  interest  a  week  or  a  month  before  it 
appears  in  print.  The  office  or  friends 
write  the  news  to  me  when  I'm  on  the  road 
or  I  meet  a  brother  special  who  tells  me  as 
I  tell  him,  the  latest  items  of  gossip  or 
change.  Only  a  live  insurance  daily  might 
tell  me  sometiiing  new.  But  I  do  like  to 
read  the  insurance  law  reports —  something 
tliat  no  friendly  gossip  tells  me." 

J.  T.  O'Brien  is  now  president  of  the 
Special  Agents  Association  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest. 


General  Agent  Dixwell  Hewitt  has  re- 
turned from  Hartford. 

The  Marsii  &  JIcLennan  fight  is  on  in 
San  Francisco.  Are  they  worse  than  John- 
son &  Higgins? 

J.  B.  F.  Davis  et  Son  are  now  at  240 
San  some  street,  Sail  Francisco,  up  stairs. 

Manager  Lermit  of  the  Nortliern  is  ser- 
iously ill  in  a  Ciiicago  hospital. 
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Average  Fire  Commission 

and 

Brokerage  Rate 

It  is  Now  24  Per  Cent  in  This  Country 

SPECIAL  TAXES  AND  FEES  ARE  3  PER  CENT 

Therefore  27  Per  Cent  of    the   Premiums  ARE  NOT  Received  by  the 
Fire  Insurance  Companies 

The  Insurers  Have  Only  73  Cents  of  the  Premium  Dollar  With  Which  to 
Pay  Expenses  and  Fire  Claims 

Commissions,  Brokerages,    Special   Taxes    and    Expenses   are    41    Per  Cent 

of  the  Earned  Premiums 

TTT'E  have  compiled  from  the  Connecticut  state  fire  insurance   report 
the  following  summary  of  fire  premiums  received  and   commis- 
sions and  brokerages  paid  in  this  countrj'  b}'  reix»rting  companies  writing 
fii'e  business  onlv: 


Companies 

Premiums 

Commissions 

Rate 

Connecticut     -     -     - 

-       §20,341,552 

83,946,824 

IS). 4 

New  York     -     -     - 

-     -      30,530,950 

7,075,076 

23.1 

Other  States    -     -     - 

37,974,411 

9,245,476 

24.3 

Foreign     -     -     -     - 

-     -     29,888,315 

7,803,609 

26.1 

Grand  Total     -     - 

§118,735,228 

§28,070,985 

23.7 

A  GENERATION  AGO  COMMISSIONS  AND  BROKERAGES  PAID  WERE 
ONLY  16  PER  CENT  OF  THE  PREMIUMS 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


State  Insurance  a  Failure 

California's  industrial  accident  commis- 
sion confesses  that  it  can  not  compete  with 
private  insurance  companies.  The  com- 
mission lias  notified  companies  issuing  com- 
pensation contracts  that  they  will  not  be 
permitted  to  compete  with  the  state  insur- 
ance fund  by  paying  refunds,  and  that  any 
policy  clause  promising  such  refunds  must 
be  eliminated. 

Our  official  bureaucracy  is  more  arbi- 
trary than  that  of  Russia.  In  this  republic 
the  corporations  have  fewer  rights  than 
under  governments  where  the  pee-pul  are 
not  alleged  to  rule. 


California  State  Compensation  Fund 

The  Bulletin,  an  evening  sheet  with 
socialistic  sympathies,  says  of  tlie  forth- 
coming report  of  the  California  state  com- 
pensation fund:  "The  state  is  in  tiie  posi- 
tion of  now  owning  a  profitable  insurance 
business,  which  gives  protection  *  *  *  at 
a  smaller  cost  *  *  *  than  its  rivals. 
The  profits  of  this  insurance  business  must 
be  returned  to  premium  payers."  "The 
premiums  charged,  in  the  first  instance, 
are  uniform  with  those  charged  by  privately- 
owned  companies.  So,  this  43  percent 
[paid  and  promised]  return  may  be  said  to 
represent  the  difference  between  efficient 
public  ownership  and  private  ownership." 
"Most  insurance  companies  spend  the 
greater  part  of  their  expense  money  getting 
the  business.  The  state  solicits  most  of  its 
business  by  mail  by  means  of  circular 
letters." 

This  San  Francisco  evening  penny  paper 
is  somewhat  notorious  for  its  "long-haired" 
views  on  things  in  general  and  insurance 
in  particular,  and  not  for  a  moment  do  we 
fancy  that  it  has  either  facts  or  logic  in  any- 
thing it  says  for  state  insurance  or  mu- 
nicipal transportation.  Both,  managed  by 
professional  politicians,  are  doomed  to 
failure. 

Everywhere  compensation  insurance  by 
the  state  is  an  experiment,  with  no  general 


loss  experience  as  a  guide  for  premium 
refunds.  The  state  has  stolen  the  rates, 
policies  and  plans,  and  profited  by  the 
experience,  of  the  stock  companies,  and 
now  seeks  to  get  all  the  workmen's  liability 
business  without  the  services  of  agents  and 
brokers.  Herein  lies  the  sole  possibility  of 
a  refund  to  its  policyholders,  to  whom  it 
does  not  guarantee  against  liability  for 
damages.  It  is  possible  for  an  employer 
"protected"  by  a  state  compensation  fund 
to  be  compelled  to  pay  damages  assessed  by 
a  court.  The  Fund's  liability  is  limited  to 
the  money  in  the  fund.  Already,  here  and 
there,  both  employers  and  employees  are 
complaining  of  the  administration,  awards, 
delays  and  insufficient  payments  of  state 
compensation  funds.  Extraordinary  losses, 
partial  payments  of  claims  and  suits  against 
"protected"  employers  are  sure  to  follow. 


No  Embezzlement.  —  Xepier  M.  Crossett 
and  Jno.  Walsh,  charged  with  embezzle- 
ment from  the  Union  Oil  Co.,  by  excited 
stockholders,  were  tried  and  promptly 
acquitted  by  the  jury.  Crossett  has  the 
distinction  of  being  accused  of  embezzling  a 
half  a  million  dollars.  The  accusation  grew 
out  of  imperfect  bookkeeping. 


The  American  Surety  seems  unable  to 
make  a  success  of  its  San  Francisco  oflice. 
Another  change.     "Col."  Zev.  is  gone. 

Inter-state  commerce  of  railroads  in  Cali- 
fornia appears  to  take  70  percent  of  the 
railroad  accidents  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  state  industrial  accident  commission. 

The  mutual  liability  company  in  New 
York  has  a  66  percent  loss  ratio,  with  28 
percent  expenses.  The  state  has  ordered 
it  to  pay  no  dividends  or  refunds  to  policy- 
holders. 

If  the  Washington  state  accident  fund 
pays  damages  for  all  the  miners  injured  and 
killed  in  the  recent  Northwestern  Improve- 
ment disaster,  the  fund  will  be  depleted 
more  than  by  the  fraud  of  the  employee 
now  in  jail. 
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A.  O.  U.  W.  in  California  Files  Voluntary 
Petition  of  Insolvency 

Only  $252  Cash  and  Owes  $328,000 

The  interference  of  tlie  California  state 
insurance  department  made  matters  worse 
for  the  California  state  grand  lodge  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  For 
many  years  this  branch  of  the  fraternal 
insurance  order  has  been  insolvent.  This 
fact  has  been  well  known.  The  Coast 
Review  commented  on  this  fact  twenty 
years  ago,  when  the  supreme  lodge  helped 
yearly  to  pay  California  death  claims. 

The  time  came  when  the  supreme  lodge 
was  unable  to  help.  The  California  lodge 
then  set  up  for  itself,  an  act  of  separation 
which  could  not  make  matters  worse. 

The  California  insurance  department  gave 
the  grand  lodge  only  a  few  weeks  to  raise 
$330,000.  Of  course  that  was  impossible. 
The  action  of  the  insurance  commissioner 
has  prevented  the  payment  of  anything  to 
the  poor  beneficiaries. 

The  membership  of  tlie  grand  lodge  is 
little  over  1,500,  making  the  obligations 
$217  per  capita.  A  better  plan  than  killing 
the  society  would  have  been  a  compromise 
settlement  of  any  percent,  payment  extend- 
ing over  a  year,  with  corresponding  bene- 
fits to  new  claimants,  and  then  a  "new 
slate"  and  adequate  rates. 

This  fraternal  society  has  fongiit  adequate 
rates  and  ignored  all  testimony  of  exper- 
ience and  of  experts.  Recently  the  Xew 
York  grand  lodge  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  receiver  and  a  payment  of  27  percent 
promised.  Other  state  lodges  are  embar- 
rassed. The  order  is  a  complete  and  last- 
ing failure  as  a  life  insurance  society.  Every 
prediction  made  by  the  Coast  Review  thirty 
years  ago  has  been  verified. 


order.  They  exhibited  him  all  over  the 
state  and  had  him  repeat  a  speech  at  pic- 
nics and  in  lodges — a  speech  to  hearten  the 
doubters  and  bring  in  more  members. 
Everywhere  the  assertion  was  made  that  the 
death  rate  could  never  possibly  be  more 
than  10  per  1,000  yearly.  The  membership 
ran  up  to  23,000.  Then  the  decline  became 
a  toboggan  slide.  The  death  doubled  and 
trebled  and  sound  lives  "deserted  the  sink- 
ing ship." 

Every  fraternal  insurance  society  will 
certainly  fail  if  its  rates  do  not  cover  all 
expenses  and  all  deaths  in  near  accordance 
with  the  mortality  tables. 


Life  Policyholders'    Meeting— 222,000 
Voles 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  policy- 
holders of  The  Prudential  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  America  was  held  in  the  assembly 
room  of  the  home  office  at  twelve  o'clock, 
noon,  December  6,  as  announced  in  The 
Coast  Review. 

In  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the 
law.  President  Dryden  presided  and  Secre- 
tary Hamilton  acted  as  secretary. 

Theo.  C.  E.  Blanchard,  Edward  Kanouse, 
Forrest  F.  Dryden,  William  T.  Carter, 
Anthony  R.  Kuser,  Wilbur  S.  Johnson, 
Ricliard  V.  Lindabury,  John  K.  Gore,  Wil- 
liam J.  ]Magie,  Bennet  Van  Syckel,  Gilbert 
Collins,  Edward  Gray,  Edward  I).  D:iffield, 
James  S.  Alexander  and  Howard  Bayne 
were  selected  by  the  policyholders  as 
directors  for  the  year  1016,  they  having 
received  approximately  two  hnndred  and 
twenty-two  thousand  votes. 


The  A.  O.  U.  W.  grew  fast  in  California. 
Then  there  was  a  slowing  up.  The  well 
paid  men  in  control  then  importeil  from 
Pennsylvania  the  old  workman  who  con- 
2eived  the  plan  and  nrgunized  the  Work iiumi 


Characteristic  Fraternal  Insurance 
Defense 

Fraternal  beneficiary  association  which 
had  accepted  dues  for  almost  two  years 
after  an  ajjplication  for  insurance  of  a 
certain  class  iiold  estopped  from  denying 
that  the  apj)lication  had  been  accepted  and 
a  contract  made. —  Frank  v.  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America,  1521*.  512. 


We  Suppress  No  Court  Rulings 
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Short  Term  Life  Insurance 

Is  not  in  what  you  pay — but  what  you 
get  for  what  you  pay. 

There  is  a  true  saying  in  the  commercial 
world  that  "the  memory  of  quality  re- 
mains long  after  the  price  is  forgotten." 

Tell  a  merchant  who  really  knows  his 
business  that  the  get-big-quiek  mail  order 
house  in  the  big  city  sells  for  $19.85  a 
machine  like  the  one  he  asks  $25  for  and 
he  will  promptly  tell  you  that  it  is  not 
what  you  pay  that  counts,  but  what  you 
get  for  what  you  pay.  We  all  know  that 
the  cheaper  machine  is  almost  always  an 
inferior  imitation. 

It  is  folly  to  pay  $19.85  for  a  machine 
that  will  give  only  imperfect  service  for 
fi\e  years  and  then  be  useless,  when  you 
can  buy  a  machine  for  $25  that  will  give 
perfect  service  for  a  lifetime.  Suppose 
you  do  need  the  machine  for  only  five 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  former 
goes  to  the  scrap  pile,  but  the  latter,  if 
you  don't  need  it  any  more  and  wish  to 
sell  it,  can  be  sold  for  almost  as  much 
as  it  cost. 

Term  insurance  is  a  cheap  machine  be- 
cause it  serves  for  a  term  only.  It  has 
no  oil  cups.  You  must  be  eternally  filling 
its  bearings.  If  you  run  out  of  oil  or  for- 
get to  oil  it,  your  machine  gets  a  hot  box 
and  is  thereafter  useless. — Arnett's  An- 
notations. 


Life    Insurance    Soliciting     Thirty    Years 
Ago 

In  the  pioneer  days  of  life  insurance, 
agents  of  the  lightning-rod  type  went  out 
to  get  the  business.  One  transaction  and 
they  never  saw  their  victim  again — at 
least,  not  intentionally. 

The  old  idea  was  to  get  the  money — 
and  all  of  it  the  traffic  would  bear.  The 
making  of  such  slight  mistakes  as  de- 
livering an  ordinary  life  when  a  limited 
payment  life  was  promised  was  taken  as 
a  matter  of  course.  The  insured  was  not 
expected  to  understand  a  policy  anj^way! 
The  skill  in  the  business  was  in  getting 
the   money  and  getting  away  with   it  be- 


fore the  applicant  got  next.  This  became 
so  apparent  that  the  stayers  in  the  game 
gradually  reduced  prevarication  to  a  sys- 
tem. 

When  the  going  was  good  a  grafter 
often  collected  more  in  one  day  than  he 
could  spend  in  many  nights.  So  he 
gathered  around  him  more  good  fellows 
to  help  get  rid  of  the  money.  An  ag- 
gregation of  smooth  ones  were  collectively 
called  high-binders.  As  it  took  money 
to  make  the  snares  go,  the  crowd  followed 
the  crops. 

The  high-binder  never  quibbled  about 
terms.  He  signed,  without  reading,  any 
contract  put  before  him.  Renewals  were 
too  far  in  the  future  to  fool  time  over. 
And  it  never  made  any  particular  differ- 
ence about  the  schedule  of  commissions — 
so  long  as  tne  contract  carried  advances. 
As  to  what  net  the  company  charged  he 
troubled  himself  not.  He  simply  kept  all 
he  got.  When  the  company  got  enough — 
he  got  another  company. 

In  those  early  times  life  insurance  laws 
wore  few — and  uniformly  unenforced.  The 
laugh  was  on  the  fellow  who  got  stung. 
Moreover,  the  lawyer's  maxim,  "Let  the 
buyer  beware,"  made  slipping  one  over 
legally  safe. 

And  so  it  developed  that  some  years 
back  the  life  insurance  man  did  not  hold 
a  very  high  place  in  the  land.  First,  his 
sins  found  him  out.  Then,  those  he  had 
sinned  against  found  him  out.  And, 
finalh%  he  found  himself  out — without 
money,  without  credit,  without  home,  with- 
out friends,  without  family — an  outcast 
of  society.  As  there  was  no  lower  place 
for  him  to  go  to,  he  eventually  began  to 
improve.  Then  the  lawmakers  caught  the 
spirit  and  improved  the  laws. 

The  far-seeing  man  in  the  life  business 
early  learned  the  way  to  help  one's  self 
was  to  help  humanity — that  it  pays,  even 
in  CASH,  to  be  clean  as  well  as  keen. 

The  old  days  are  past — only  some  strag- 
glers in  the  business  may  not  know  it. 
Almost  everyone  in  life  insurance  today 
is   on   the   level,   for   the   crooks   long   ago 
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quit    their    crookeduess    or    changed    their 
profession. 

MORAL:  The  intelligent  life  man  will 
not  learn  over  again  the  costly  lessons  the 
high-binder  so  dearly  bought  and  paid 
for. — ArneLt's  Annotations. 


Returns  from  Circular  Letters 

Geo.  S  Binder,  representing  the  Bankers 
Life  Company  of  DesMoiues,  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  writes  the  home  office  as  follows: 

"I  cannot  help  but  write  you  a  few  lines 
telling  you  my  experience  along  the  line  of 
circular  letters.  A  week  ago  I  had  14 
replies  from  circular  letters.  I  have  written 
9  out  of  the  14  and  two  of  them  I  didn't  get 
to  see.  One  of  them  I  have  written  on  the 
roof  of  a  two  story  building.  He  wouldn't 
come  down  to  listen  to  me  so  I  climbed  the 
ladder  and  wrote  liis  application  on  the 
skylight." 


New  York  Life   and   a    Death    from 
Absence  Claim 

In  February,  1894,  the  Xew  York  Life 
Insurance  Co.  issued  a  policy  on  the  life  of 
one  James  Hoick,  payable  to  his  wife.  Her 
right  to  recover  was  based  upon  the  ground 
that  the  insured  had  disappeared,  and  had 
not  been  heard  from  for  more  tlian  seven 
years  prior  to  the  commencement  of  her 
action.  The  complaint  also  alleged  the 
various  steps  taken  l)y  plaintiff  to  ascertain 
and  learn  the  whereabouts  of  the  insured, 
and  whether  he  was  alive.  The  trial  re- 
sulted in  a  verdict  and  judgment  in  favor  of 
plaintiflf,  to  review  which  the  insurance 
company  brought  the  case  on  error. 

A  general  demurrer  to  the  complaint  was 
interposed,  based  upon  the  ground  that  it 
did  not  allege  the  death  of  the  insured, 
which  was  overruled,  and  this  is  assigned 
as  error. 

The  court  ruled  that,  after  ^;u(•ll  prolonged 
absence,  presumption  of  deatli  follows,  be- 
cause in  such  cases  "actual"  ilcuth  cannot 
be  alleged. 

The  insured  and  his  wife  quarreled  and 
separated,  but  he  was  very  fond  of  his  little 
daughter  and  sent  her  presents.  But  for 
about  eight  years    not  a   word    was    heard 


from  him.  The  beneficiary  corresponded 
with  a  number  of  persons  and  advertised  in 
efforts  to  find  Hoick,  but  in  vain. 

The  New  York  Life  refused  to  pay  her 
claim,  although  the  premium  had  been  paid 
for  the  year  in  which  the  insured  disap- 
peared. 

On  the  ground  that  a  requested  instruc- 
tion to  the  jury  had  been  denied  by  the 
trial  court,  and  on  other  grounds,  the  de- 
fendant company  appealed  to  the  supreme 
court  (Colorado).  Errors  as  to  instructions 
were  conceded  and  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  was  reversed  and  the  cause 
remanded.     Scott,  J.,  dissented. 

We  assume  that  the  Xew  Yoi'k  Life  will 
settle  the  case  out  of  court  with  a  compro- 
mise. Full  decision  in  the  Pacific  Reporter, 
November  1. 


In  1914  the  New  York  Life  paid  in  North 
America  127  death  claims  on  lives  of  men 
who  lived  less  than  a  year  after  insuring. 
This  was  perhaps  1.5  percent  of  the  total 
paid.  A  man  may  pass  a  medical  examina- 
tion and  yet  die  in  twelve  months.  The 
benefits  of  all  medical  examinations  are 
said  to  be  exhausted  in  five  years.  In  other 
words,  after  five  years  the  rejected  man's 
"expectation"  is  as  long  as  that  of  the 
accepted  man. 


Life  companies  should  be  prepared  to 
insure  a  soldier  in  time  of  war.  The  rate 
of  mortality  is  known  as  regards  past  wars, 
but  the  higlier  mortality  from  disease  after 
the  war  may  not  be  known.  Yet  after  the 
war  the  soldier  who  can  pass  a  medical 
examination  is  readily  accepted.  War  is 
like  a  high  fire  loss  year;  but  a  fire  com- 
pany declining  to  write  new  business  be- 
cause, as  now  on  this  Coast,  losses  were 
abnorm:il,  woulil  have  to  wind  up.  Prop- 
erty-owners wouldn't  stand  that  nonsense. 
Life  companies  are  not  in  the  front  line. 
They  are  "in  the  rear  where  bullets  are 
thickest."  Th(!  chance  of  death  in  war 
being  known,  the  soldier  should  be  offered 
a  term  policy  at  a  premium  rate  based  on 
the  mortality  experience  of  battle  and  hos- 
pital . 
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Life  Insurance  Lapses 

In  tlie  small  state  of  West  Virginia,  dur- 
ing 1914,  $32,000,000  of  new  paid-for  busi- 
ness was  written;  as  a<>ainst  tliis  amount, 
$19,000,000  ceased,  only  one  and  one-fourth 
millions  of  which  was  because  of  death  ;  in 
other  words,  the  net  gain  after  eliminating 
the  amount  ceased  by  reason  of  death,  was 
only  45  percent  of  the  new  business,  and 
the  great  bulk  of  tliese  lapses  was  at  the 
first  or  second  renewal.  Many  companies 
show  net  losses  for  the  year  in  business  in 
force.  This  is  typical  of  conditions  in  many 
other  states  and,  generally  speaking, 
throughout  the  country. 

Lapse  statistics  are  usually  based  on  total 
insurance  in  force,  and  in  connection  with 
the  small  decreased  percentage  of  lapses 
shown  for  recent  years  on  this  basis,  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  new  business 
written  is  each  year  a  less  percentage  of  the 
total  in  force,  so  that  a  lapse  ratio  of  this 
character  does  not  necessarily  indicate  im- 
provement. It  is  a  subject  in  which  policy- 
holders are  interested,  for  this  tremendous 
loss  reduces  their  dividends. 

Instead  of  agency  service  they  too  often 
receive  high  pressure  methods,  in  which 
the  needs  of  the  insurer  and  his  ability  to 
continue  are  given  slight  consideration. 
This  is  evidenced  by  the  amount  of  business 
lapsing  in  the  first  and  second  years. 

What  do  our  scientific  managers  think  of 
such  conditions?     Is  this  efficiency? 

Are  the  companies  in  the  mad  rush  for 
business  giving  too  little  attention  to  that 
already  on  their  books?  There  is  an  enor- 
mous wastage  here,  and  it  can  be  materially 
reduced. — Insurance  Commissioner  Mans- 
field. 


What  Is  the  Moral? 

Thos.  A,  Buckner,  with  tears  in  his  voice, 
tells  of  a  man  54  years  old  who  applied  for 
$5,000  protection.  As  he  was  uninsured, 
though  a  rich  merchant,  there  was  "pitiful 
unpreparedness."  "The  examination  slip 
bore  this  fateful  notation:  'Will  arrange 
for  examination  at  a  later  date.'  But  the 
date  never  came.  The  applicant  died  of 
acute  indigestion  on  the  night  of  the  very 
day  he  made  the  application ! ' ' 


Xow,  ^Ir.  Buckner,  what  is  the  moral  of 
this  sad  tale? 

If  tlie  business  man  had  submitted  to  an 
examination  on  the  day  he  made  the  ap- 
plication would  he  have  been  insured  im- 
mediately, before  acceptance  by  the  com- 
pany and  delivery  of  the  policy? 

Of  course  the  man  should  have  been  in- 
sured before,  but  he  might  have  died  of 
indigestion  on  the  day  of  application  at  age 
24. 


A  Model  Life  Agent  Who  Is  Dead 

He  never  sold  a  policy  that  was  not 
thoroughly  understood  by  the  purchaser. 
Observe  that  point. 

He  never  came  into  the  office  to  com- 
plain about  his  work  or  to  air  a  personal 
grievance.  He  was  strong  enough  to  go  it 
alone. 

His  business  was  paid  for  promptly,  and 
the  premiums  he  received  were  turned  over 
to  the  company  as  soon  as  he  received  them. 

He  lived  within  his  means. 

He  was  jovial  and  good  natured  without 
being  frivolous.  That  he  was  practical  was 
shown  by  the  good  amount  of  life  insurance 
that  he  carried. 

He  was  square  in  all  his  dealings  with 
his  brother  agents  and  his  fellow  men. 

He  rounded  out  all  these  attributes  of 
the  ideal  insurance  writer  by  practicing  in 
his  private  life  what  he  preached  in  public. 
He  carried  a  good  amount  of  life  insurance, 
and  while  he  leaves  a  widow  and  family 
prostrate  with  grief,  yet  he  did  not  bow 
them  down  with  the  added  weight  of  a  poor 
provision  for  their  welfare,  as  so  many  do. 
He  compensated  them  for  his  passing,  as 
far  as  this  was  humanly  possible,  by  leaving 
them  a  beautiful  home,  a  fine  competence, 
and  the  memory  of  a  husband  and  father 
who  had  done  his  level  Ijest  in  the  limited 
time  at  his  disposal. 

Thos.  A.  Buckner. 


A  substantial  city  producer  wanted  by 
one  of  the  leading  Eastern  life  insurance 
companies.  Particulai*s  of  the  Editor  of 
The  Coast  Eeview. 

Prudential  push  is  driving  the  weekly  in- 
come policy  at  a  joyful  gait  that  gets  there. 
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INSURANCE    OF   ALL   KINDS 


FOREIGN 

The  London  &  Lancashire  Fire  absorbed 
the  Morlej'  Arutnal  Fire,  wliicii  has  always 
refunded  20  percent  of  the  premiums. 

At  tiie  beginning  of  Turkey's  entrance 
into  tlie  war  these  allies'  companies  were 
doing  business  in  the  empire:  Sun,  Liver- 
pool it  London  &  Globe,  London  &  Lanca- 
shire, North  British  &  Mercantile,  Norwich 
Union,  Scottish  Union  &  National,  Gi-eshani 
General,  Guardian,  Eossia,  Salamander, 
L'Abeille,  Le  Phenix,  La  Fonciere,  La 
Caisse  Paternelle,  La  Xationale,  Union. 

Those  who  take  out  "aircraft  insurances" 
are  warned  to  be  sure  they  are  getting 
what  they  want.  Someone  has  been  com- 
plaining in  the  columns  of  a  daily  paper 
that  he  renewed  in  July  a  "householder's 
comprehensive  policy  indemnifying  against 
damage  by  aeroplanes,  airships  and  or 
other  aerial  aircraft,"  and  was  under  the 
excusable  impression  that  he  was  covered 
inter  alia  against  Zeppelin  raids.  But 
when  the  new  policy  arrived  he  found  a 
piece  of  paper  attached  intimating  that 
"the  policj'  does  not  cover  loss  or  damage 
to  the  property  insured  occasioned  by  war, 
invasion,  hostilities,  acts  of  foreign  enemies, 
civil  war,  etc."  The  policyholder  who  was 
not  thinking  of  insurin<j  against  damage 
by  pleasure  aeroplanes  or  balloons  wants 
his  premium  back,  but  apparently  demands 
it  in  vain.  It  is  a  pity  he  did  not  read  the 
policy  he  was  going  to  have  before  "part- 
ing." The  moral  is  ol>vi()u<. — Policyholder, 
Manchester. 

Curious  Insurance  Concerns.  —  The  Planet 
Mutual  Insurance  Society,  Limited,  is  a 
wierd  and  wonderful  concern,  carrying  on 
the  business  of  fire,  burglary,  accident  third 
party,  plate  glass  and  fidelity  insurance  on 
a  subscribed  capital  of  £460,  of  which  <£338 
los.  2d.  has  been  paid  up.  The  fire,  burg- 
lary and  accident  premiums  amounted  to 
£3:^S)  8s.  old.  The  claims  were  only  £47  Os. 
2d.  The  premium  income  in  the  other 
sections  of  the  business  were  £330  Os.  6d. 
The  claims  were  £8S  4s.  5(1.      Commission 


and  expenses  of  management  totalled  £453 
3s.  7|  d.,  or  67.6  percent  of  the  total  prem- 
ium income — an  excessive  amount.  The 
balance  sheet  shows  assets  to  the  amount 
of  £522  OS.  lid. 

It  is  difiicult  to  understand  the  existence 
of  the  Anchor  Insurance  and  Investment 
Corporation.  The  title,  of  course,  is  a  good 
one,  but  it  is  ol)vious  that  the  business  is 
limited  to  one  person.  From  this  party  a 
fire  premium  of  5s.  was  received,  and  an 
accident  permium  of  I5s.  These,  of  course, 
did  not  represent  heavy  insurances.  There 
was  no  management  expenses,  claims  or 
commissions,  but  "Printing  and  Sundries" 
absorbed  £7  7s.,  which  had  to  be  found 
from  somewhere.  From  previous  accounts 
there  was  an  adverse  balance  of  £2,111  19s. 
lOd.  Twelve  months  saw  it  increased  by 
£6  17s.  The  whole  of  the  paid-up  capital 
has  been  lost. — The  Keview,  London. 


Answers 

A.  M. — We  some  time  ago  discontinued 
the  publication  of  monthly  Coast  fire  insur- 
ance payments,  as  many  of  the  clerks  were 
slow  and  indifterent  in  preparing  the  fig- 
ures, and  made  delays  which  were  trouble- 
some. Some  of  the  managers,  too,  didn't 
seem  to  care  for  these  compilations  as  before 
the  great  fire.  We  do  not  know  of  anybody 
who  publishes  quarterly  fire  losses. 

Los  Angeles. — Being  a  stranger  wlio  failed 
to  enclose  a  stamp,  you  have  not  received  a 
personal  answer. 

T.  H.  C. — We  do  not  know  of  any  com- 
pany which  insures  against  storm  -  flood 
damages. 

J.  M.  O.  T.— It  is  believed  that  the  fire 
companies  generally  will  show  an  under- 
writing profit  this  year.  On  this  Coast 
some  will  show  a  loss,  and  the  loss  ratii» 
now  iwints  to  .")5. 


Salt  Lake  City.  —  AVillard  Done  has  re- 
turned home,  and  will  incorporate  an 
agency  company.  He  now  has  two  com- 
panies. 
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Avalon  in  Ashes 

Avalon.  Santa  Cataliiia  Islai.d,  Cal.,  }sov. 
29.— 

The  origin  of  the  fire  is  at  the  present 
writing  beHeved  to  be  incendiary.  At  10 
p.  m.  Sunday  a  bhxze  was  discovered  in  the 
vacant  premises  of  Jacob  Willy,  200  P^ucalyp- 
tns  avenne.  The  volunteer  fire  department 
could  not  save  this  building.  About  2:30 
Monday  a.  m.  a  Japanese  was  awakened  by 
an  explo-ion  in  the  basement  of  a  cafeteria. 
He  found  the  saloon  of  Hevren  Richardson 
on  fire  and  gave  the  alarm.  Flames  then 
began  darting  over  the  Hotel  Rose,  a  two- 
story  frame.  A  general  alarm  was  sounded 
and  the  din  aroused  all  sleepers.  The  Bay 
View  hotel  caught  fire  and  then  the  Hotel 
Metropole.  Cottages  began  burning.  The 
inmates  saved  a  few  things  and  carried 
them  up  into  the  hills.  Few  buildings  were 
left  in  the  menaced  district.  Half  of  Avalon 
is  in  ashes.  The  well  known  Pilgrim's  and 
Tuna  clubs'  properties  were  burned. 

Thieves  l>egan  looting  at  once  and  this 
fact,  in  a  town  twenty-five  miles  from  the 
mainland,  lends  color  to  the  suspicion  that 
tires  were  started  by  incendiaries.  A  painter 
ran  back  to  his  cottage  to  get  something 
and  saw  a  strange  man  running  out  of  the 
house.  There  were  several  explosions  dur- 
ing the  fire.  The  inadequate  water  supply 
was  made  worse  by  breaking  mains,  it  is 
said. 

The  property  loss  was  about  §300,000, 
with  perhaps  §150,000  insurance.  The 
Hotel  Metropole,  29  years  old,  carried  pos- 
sibly $100,000  insurance. 


Blauket  School  Policy  for  Berkeley 

The  substitution  of  a  blanket  policy  for 
$100,000  for  the  present  $388,000,  is  recom- 
mended by  the  school  superintendent,  who 
points  out  that  not  more  than  one  school  is 
likely  to  burn  at  one  time.  It  is  probable 
that  the  school  board  will  advertise  for  bids 
on  such  bhxnket  policy.  The  present  iioli- 
cies  expire  in  January. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Coast  will  have  a 
revised  credit  rule  soon. 


Commissioner  Wells'  Ruling 

State  of  Oregon  Department  of  Insurance, 
Salem,  November  29,  1915. 
Coast  Review,  122  Halleck  st., 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  clipping  was  taken  out  of 
your  November  issue  and  I  would  like  to 
correct  one  impression,  and  that  is,  our 
laws  here  do  not  provide  for  a  broker  or 
solicitor.  A  person  soliciting  insurance  in 
this  state  must  hold  a  license  for  some  com- 
pany or  be  a  salaried  employee  of  an  agent. 

This  ruling  was  made  for  tlie  reason  that 
agents  have  appealed  to  this  department  for 
assistance  in  collecting  their  accounts  with 
other  agents,  and  policyholders  have  com- 
plained that  they  had  paid  their  premiums 
and  liad  been  served  notice  of  cancellation. 
The  companies  hold  the  agents  responsible 
for  the  premium  and  if  their  agent  issues  a 
policy  for  another  agent,  he  rau.st  look  to 
that  agent  for  the  premium  and  not  to  the 
policyholder. 

I  feel  that  you  will  see  my  position  is 
right  because  we  have  no  brokers.  They 
are  all  regular  licensed  agents  soliciting 
business  for  some  company. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Harvey  Wells, 
Insurance  Commissioner. 


Louis  H.  Eckhardt,  who  began  clerical 
work  in  the  San  Francisco  oflice  of  the 
North  British  &  Mercantile  twenty  -  five 
years  ago,  and  became  assistant  to  the  chief 
clerk,  has  been  appointed  chief  accountant 
of  the  United  States  branch  in  New  York, 
to  which  oSice  he  was  transferred  a  few 
years  ago.  Mr.  Eckhardt  was  born  in  San 
Francisco  in  1872.  He  succeeds  F.  B. 
Stone,  who  retires  after  forty-five  years' 
service  with  the  company. 


Moss  Beach  Arson.  Redwood  City,  Dec. 
16. — Charles  Erskine  was  today  sentenced 
to  two  years  in  the  pen.  for  firing  his  home, 
insured  for  §1,-500. 

Another  Sau  Francisco  cashier  recently 
went  wrona. 
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We  Serve  and   Conserve 


MISCELLANEOUS     CHIPS 

— Employers'  Negligence 

A  master's  violation  of  the  terms  of  a 
statute  requiring  structures  to  secure  safety 
in  mine  shafts  was  negligence  per  se,  and 
made  him  responsible  for  all  injury  sufiered 
as  a  direct  consequence  tliereof. — American 
Zinc  Co.  V.  Graliam,  170  S.  W.  138. 

— Vallejo,  Cal. 

It  is  an  everlasting  puzzle  that  this  navy 
yard  town  doesn't  burn  up.  Labor-union 
bum  politics  control,  and  the  commission 
has  no  use  for  competent  men  in  the  fire 
department.  The  main  street  is  a  strag- 
gling succession  of  cheap  frame  buildings 
with  many  saloons.  The  redeeming  feature 
is  prosperity  but  the  big  war  ships  of  the 
near  future  may  have  no  use  for  the  shallow- 
water  navy  yard,  and  then  it  will  be  "good 
night"  to  Vallejo. 

— Contingent  Commissions 

Vice  President  Rumsey  of  the  Continental, 
in  his  Indianapolis  address,  iiresented  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  contingent  commis- 
sions to  local  agents,  and  said  there  is  now 
an  unmistakable  drift  toward  such  compen- 
sation. Three  states  are  now  considering 
legislation  compelling  insurers  to  pay  con- 
tingent commissions.  Mr.  Rumsey  thinks 
that  if  the  companies  and  agents  do  not 
adopt  in  some  form  the  profit-sharing  idea 
as  applied  to  agents'  compensation,  attempts 
to  enforce  it  by  legislation  may  be  made  by 
legislators.  "Let  us  decide  it  from  within 
the  business,  and  not  have  it  decided  for  us 
from  without.  Let  us  give  the  subject  such 
fair  and  careful  thought  as  to  be  prepared  to 
demonstrate  our  conclusion." 

— N  on -Resident  Tuberculosis  Cases  Uncared  For 

It  is  estimated  that  there  is  an  annual 
influx  to  the  Southwest  of  between  ten  and 
fifteen  thousand  non-resident  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis. A  very  large  portion  of  these  are 
indigent  or  become  indigent  j^hortly  after 
their  arrival.  Trains  bearing  such  persons 
to  California  could  not  be  stopped  at  the 
border  lin3s  and  the  patients  turned  back  to 
the  Eastern  states  from  which  they  came, 
even  if  such  procedure  were  desired.  They 
must  be  cared  for;  not  to  do  so  would    be 


inhuman.  *  *  *  Many  tuberculous  resi- 
dents of  Eastern  states  come  to  California 
with  a  small  amount  of  money,  believing 
that  the  wonderful  climate  will  effect  a  cure 
within  a  short  time  and  that  they  may 
secure  positions  enabling  them  to  earn  a 
living.  From  thirty  to  fifty  percent  of  these 
persons  die  within  six  months  after  their 
arrival,  and  in  some  sections  ten  percent  of 
such  non-resident  cases  die  within  thirty 
days  after  reaching  the  state.  Out  of  a 
thousand  cases  of  tuberculosis  cared  for  in 
the  Los  Angeles  county  hospital  during  a 
single  year,  less  than  fifty  were  Californians. 

— Burglary  Notes 

There  are  over  800  burglaries  a  month  in 
Chicago.  There  is  only  one  arrest  for  every 
seven  burglaries.  Burglary  insurance  rates 
are  the  higliest  in  Chicago,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  in  Los  Angeles — 50  percent  higher 
than  in  St.  Loui.*. 

Stockton,  Cal.,  is  complaining  of  numer- 
ous burglaries. 

In  large  American  cities  there  are  more 
burglaries  than  fire  alarms. 

— Items 

The  Western  Live  Stock  Co.  of  Illinois, 
which  took  over  the  Atlantic  Horse  Co.  of 
Rhode  Island,  has  taken  over  the  Southern 
Live  Stock  of  North  Carolina  and  its  agency 
force.     A  hard  game  is  live  stock  insurance. 

A  good  present  at  present,  for  the  Holi- 
days, is  a  year's  subscription  to — Can  you 
guess  it?  You  are  bright!  Yes,  the  Coast 
Review. 

Mannheim,  Dil)bern  &  Co.  are  pushing 
the  Hartford  $5  golf  policy.  No  dub  player, 
no  cup-winner,  can  afford  to  be  without 
indemnity  for  an  ill  -  driven  ball  which 
strikes  a  caddy  or  another  player.  The 
player  is  liable  for  any  damage.s.  Now  if 
this  policy  were  to  cover  lost  golf  balls  it 
would  be  tremendously  popular. 

The  California  State  Board  of  Health  will 
ask  Congress  to  pass  a  law  paying  to  ho.s- 
pitals  $5  a  week  for  care  of  other-state  cases 
of  tubercuilosis. 

Alfred  Stillman  has  taken  up  his  winter 
residence  at  Union  League  Club,  New  York. 
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— Folks  Live  Longer 

nowadays,  surely.  In  Farmington,  a  small 
place  in  Illinois,  there  are  41  persons  over 
75  years  old,  according  to  the  Farmington 
Home  Visitor.  The  oldest,  a  woman,  is  96. 
Of  the  -41  old  people,  15  are  women. 

— Deeds 

Conveyance  of  land  in  trust  to  pay  a  speci- 
fied sum  for  the  grantor's  maintenance  dur- 
ing his  life,  and  upon  his  death  to  convey 
to  his  heirs,  created  an  alienable  vested 
remainder  in  his  children.  —  Doctor  v. 
Hughes,  154  N.  Y.  S.  985. 

— Commission  Government  a  Failure 
at  Vallejo,  Cal. ,  where  a  competent  tire 
chief  was  fired  and  an  inexperienced,  sickly, 
lame  man  (with  a  cane)  was  appointed  his 
successor.  And  the  wonder  has  always 
been,  Why  doesn't  wooden,  straggling,  in- 
flammable A^allejo  burn? 

— Washington 

lost  some  20,000,000  feet  of  timber  by  forest 
fires  this  season.  This  includes  "killing," 
which  leaves  a  large  salvage.  Fire  preven- 
tion day,  Oct.  9th,  was  observed  by  the 
schools  and  to  some  extent  by  property- 
owners.  The  Northwestern  Mutual  Fire  on 
that  day  printed  a  reading  ad  in  the  papers, 
saying  that  every  day  should  be  fire  pre- 
vention day  and  claiming  that  its  40,000 
policyholders  are  good  fire  preventers,  as 
they  are  paid  dividends  because  of  losses 
prevented. 

— Oregon  Fire  Waste 

Harvey  Wells,  Oregon  insurance  commis- 
sioner, issues  Fire  Prevention  Bulletin  1915, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  Withicorabe.  It 
is  a  useful  pamphlet  of  32  pages,  Mr.  Wells 
says:  The  tire  loss  in  Oregon  is  greater 
in  proportion  to  the  population  than  that 
in  most  of  the  states.  In  1914  the  value  of 
the  property  destroyed  is  estimated  at  over 
$4,000,000.  The  state  should  Iiave  a  fire 
marshal  law  and  state  fire  prevention  associ- 
ations. Children  should  never  be  allowed 
to  play  with  matches.  Don't  leave  children 
alone  in  a  house  where  there  is  a  fire  burn- 
ing. This  is  an  excellent  booklet  of  instruc- 
tions and  warnings  and  i^hould  be  given  a 
general  circulation  by  Oregon  authorities. 


—  In  a  Hole 

The  manager  and  the  special  who  do  not 
keep  up  with  the  court  decisions  may  some 
day  put  their  company  in  a  hole. 

— Was  it  Blue  Goose  ? 

Members  of  the  Elk  Grove,  Cal.,  volunteer 
fire  department  gave  a  goose  stew  dinner  to 
100  persons  last  week,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
local  fire  department.  The  dinner  was 
served  in  two  relays.  The  firemen  served 
as  cooks  and  waiters.  This  section  is  noted 
for  its  wild  geese.  Bright  idea,  this  dinner, 
which  we  commend  to  the  Order  of  Blue 
Goose. 

— The  Word  Sawmill 

The  story  of  the  little  girl  who,  on  passing  a 
horse  shoeing  establishment  and  seeing  a 
man  fastening  on  shoes,  ran  home  and  told 
her  mamma  that  she  had  found  a  place  where 
horses  were  made,  as  she  saw  a  man  n? iling 
the  last  foot  on  one  of  them,  is  called  to 
mind  by  the  case  of  Joseph  Hull  &  Co.  v. 
Anderson  Lumber  Co.,  86  Southeastern 
Reporter,  257.  Under  the  Code  of  Georgia, 
"persons  furnishing  sawmills  with  timber, 
logs,  provisions,"  etc.,  are  allowed  liens  on 
"said  mills  and  their  products."  The  court 
of  Appeals  of  Georgia  construes  this  provi- 
sion as  not  allowing  a  lien  on  mules,  and 
says:  "Mules  used  in  carrying  on  the  saw- 
mill business  cannot  be  held  to  be  a  part  of 
such  mills,  nor  are  they  'products'  thereof. 
The  word  'sawmill'  does  not  include  any 
detached  personalty,  such  as  vehicles,  draft 
animals,  etc." — The  New  York  Supplement. 

— Bad  Fires  Numerous 

During  the  past  six  months  San  Joaquin 
county  has  had  an  uni^recedented  number 
of  bad  fires.  In  many  instances  all  features 
indicated  incendiarism.  Mystery  veiled  the 
origin  of  practically  all  the  others,  except 
for  the  fact  that  evidences  showed  phos- 
phorous had  been  used  in  several  cases. — 
Sacramento  Bee. 

— Rather  a  Joke  on  the  Firemen 
of  Marysville,  Cal.,  was  the  evening  fire  in 
their  sleeping  quarters  on  the  second   floor 
of  the  city  hall.     Chemicals  saved  the    city 
hall  but  one  fireman  must  buy  a  new  suit. 
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President  Wilson's  Toast 

the    panama  -  pacific    international 
exposition! 

Which  in  its  inception  and  successful  ac- 
complishment gave  striking  evi- 
dence of  tiie  practical  genius  and 
artistic  taste  of  America ; 

Which  in  its  interesting  and  unusual  ex- 
hibits afibrded  impressive  illustra- 
tion of  the  development  of  the  arts 
of  Peace ;  and 

Which  in  its  motive  and  object  was  elo- 
quent of  the  new  spirit  which  is  to 
unite  East  and  West  and  make  all 
the  world  partners  in  the  common 
enterprises  of  progress  and  human- 
ity. 

Substitute    in    Life    Insurance  Exami- 
nation 

The  Continental  Life  &  Investment  Co.  is 
resisting  a  claim  under  a  policy  on  the  life 
of  Daniel  Doyle.  The  defense  is  that  Doyle 
was  a  puny  an  1  sick  man  but  that  the 
person  examined,  who  pretended  to  be 
Doyle,  was  a  husky  man.  The  beneficiary 
is  John  Ryan.  Some  thirty  years  ago,  in 
California  likewise,  there  was  a  substitution, 
at  the  medical  examination,  of  a  sound  man 
for  a  consumptive.  The  "insured"  died  of 
tuberculosis  a  few  months  later.  He  was 
an  innocent  party.  This  was  the  Crotty 
and  O'Brien  case. 


Compensation  Claim  Agent  Charged  With 
Larceny 

The  deposed  claim  agent  of  the  Washing- 
ton state  industrial  accident  fund,  J.  F. 
Gillies,  has  had  a  tliird  charge  preferred 
against  him,  that  of  grand  larceny.  It  is 
charged  that  he  feloniously  obtained  $1,064 
fron>  the  fund  by  a  spurious  cUiiin. 

The  court  fixed  the  bond  at  .'51,000,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $11,000.  Unable  to  give  the 
bonds  required.  Gillies  will  spend  tiie  holi- 
days in  the  Olympia  jail.  The  other 
charges  are  falsiticaiion  of  a  public  record 
and  first  degree  forgery. 

We  want  to  serve  you  personally,  a-  well 
as  your  company. 


Death  of  Col.  Macdonald 

William  Macdonald,  general  agent  for  the 
Hamburg-Bremen  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  died  at  his 
home  in  San  Francisco,  Monday,  December 
13.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a  daughter 
and  a  son  (Burns). 

Col.  Macdonald  had  been  ill  for  several 
months  and  his  death  had  been  expected 
for  several  weeks. 


Fire  Association  Enlarges  Its  Writings 

The  Fire  Association  of  Philadelphia  will 
soon  write  (in  addition  to  fire  risks)  marine, 
automoi)ile,  sprinkler  leakage,  hail,  and 
tornado  business. 

On  this  Coast  Frank  Avery  is  manager 
fortius  old  company. 


Stockholders  Assessed 

As  predicted,  the  Capital  Fire  of  Sacra- 
mento has  levied  an  assessment  on  its 
shareliolders. 


Miscellaneous 

Alas!  poor  casualty  and  surety  companies! 
The  convention  of  insurance  commissioners 
spent  two  days  in  New  York  last  week, 
looking  into  your  insides.  Doctor-like, 
these  officials  are  bound  to  find  something 
wrong  with  you,  and  will  prepare  some 
bitter  decoction. 

The  Fidelity  t^  Casually  Bulletin  takes  a 
discouraging  view  of  the  future  of  liability 
insurance  in  this  country,  and  is  of  opinion 
that  the  advent  of  state  compensation  insur- 
ance is  destructive  of  private  competition. 

The  Commonwealth  Bontling  ct  Casualty 
Co.,  in  the  hands  of  receivers,  has  $1,059,- 
000  assets,  claims  unpaid  are  $182,000; 
unearned  premiums,  $nJO,300;  commissiona 
to  be  paid  on  $144,200  premiums  in  course 
of  collection,  $43,200.  The  receivers  are 
calling  for  unpaid  crapital  stock  subscrip- 
tions. The  Commonwealth,  like  the  Amer- 
ican Fidelity,  was  a  pronounced  rate-cutter. 


A  visiting  little  3-year-old  fellow  i)Ianted 
himself  in  front  of  our  senior  editor  and 
said:  "I  know  you  aiiit  Santa  Claus  but  you 
look  like  him." 


We  Never  Suppress  Insurance  News 
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LIVERPOOL  &  LONDON  &  GLOBE 

INS.    CO. 

The  five  months  of  war  conditions  of 
coarse  had  their  unfavorable  influence  but 
the  annual  home  office  statement  shows 
little  or  nothing  of  it.  The  total  premium 
income,  outside  of  the  life  department,  was 
$18,504,335. 

Tiie  paid  up  capital  of  the  Liverpool  & 
London  &  Globe  is  $1,327,625.  The  capital 
paid  and  subscribed  (265,525  shares  of  $50 
issued  and  34,175  not  issued)  is  $13,276,250. 
The  total  cash  assets  are  $70,734,260.  De- 
ducting the  $24,767,030  lial)ilities  of  the  life 
department,  there  is  left  the  <ireat  sum  of 
$45,967,230  fire,  marine  and  general  funds. 
Of  this  grand  total,  some  $22,000,000  is  sur- 
plus as  regards  the  policyholders  of  the 
company. 

The  United  States  branch  was  established 
in  1848.  There  are  four  department  ofiices. 
New  York,  Chicago,  New  Orleans  and  San 
Francisco.  The  assets  of  the  American 
branch  are  some  $15,000,000,  of  which  about 
a  third  is  surplus. 

This  old  Britisli  company  has  maintained 
a  Pacific  department  in  San  Francisco  ever 
since  1852.  It  has  its  own  department 
office  building.  The  Coast  premiums  aver- 
age about  a  million  dollars  a  year,  with  a 
low  loss  ratio. 

Robert  P.  Fabj  is  manager  and  Thomas 
H.  Anderson  is  assistant  manager. 


The  total  premiums  written  in  1914  by 
fire  and  fire  marine  companies  in  this 
country  were  $337,000,000,  with  61  percent 
losses  paid.  Expenses,  commissions,  fire 
claims  and  special  taxes  exceeded  the 
premium  receipts. 

There  was  a  fire  underwriting  loss  in  the 
United  States  in  1914. 

There  will  be  a  fire  underwriting  profit  in 
1915. 


Jesse  Willard,  champion  pug,  was  hissed 
out  of  a  Los  Angeles  theater,  he  having 
shown  himself  to  be  only  a  hoodlum  tough, 
who  "writes  for"  the  Hearst  papers. 

Some  effort  will  be  made  to  have  policy- 
holders pay  the  "war"  stamp  tax. 


Hawxhurst  Favors  Rating  Boards 

Arthur  Hawxhurst,  of  tlie  firm  of  Mar- 
shall Field  &.  Company,  of  Chicago,  and 
manager  of  its  insurance  department,  de- 
fends the  Chicago  Board  of  Underwriters. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Chicago  Herald  he  sayS: 

In  an  experience  of  over  forty  years  in 
handling  one  of  the  largest  lines  of  insur- 
ance in  this  country  lean  say  that  insurance 
conditions,  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
assured,  are  in  a  far  Ix'tter  condition  today, 
both  as  to  rates  and  indemnity,  than  they 
ever  have  been  before.  The  rates  are  low, 
and  the  companies,  after  years  of  arduous 
labor  and  self-sacrifice,  have  succeeded  in 
accummulating  reserves  that  stand  as  a 
guarantee  against  almost  any  ordinary  con- 
flagration, not  to  speak  of  fires  smaller  than 
that. 

The  writer,  from  a  merchant's  point  of 
view,  wishes  to  see  these  conditions  main- 
tained for  the  benefit  of  the  assured  and  not 
dissipated  by  unwise  and  foolish  rate  wars, 
which  produce  a  small  saving  at  first,  but  a 
greater  cost  to  all  concerned  in  the  end,  for 
we  must  all  remember  that  "the  consumer 
pay  the  freight"  in  all  cases. 

To  compel  them  now  to  do  away  with 
organizations  that  grant  to  the  assured 
practically  the  same  rates  and  the  same  con- 
ditions to  each  distinctive  class  of  hazards 
and  policyholders  would  in  my  mind  be 
suicidal  to  the  interests  of  the  people  at 
large.  Yet,  as  I  understand  it,  the  pro- 
ceedings commenced  against  the  Board  are 
for  this  very  purpose — viz:  To  throw  rates 
open  to  an  unwise  competition  and  to  oblit- 
erate all  rules  and  wise  precautions  against 
future  disasters. 


The  Press 

We  printed  it  ("  fire  protection  in  Ger- 
many") 20  years  ago;  in  our  last  issue  we 
reprinted  it  in  "Looking  Backward";  the 
News  Letter  of  the  Fire  Insurance  Society 
reprinted  it;  and  from  the  latter,  Insurance 
World  copies  it  as  a  fresh  news  item  from 
Germany.  This  adds  to  the  gaiety  of  our 
holiday  season. 

Men  in  love  with  themselves  never  wavei 
in  their  devotion, — Life. 
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Casualty,  Etc. 

The  Casualty  Company  of  America  will 
not  be  able  to  make  a  statement  on  Jannary 
1  unless  it  reduces  its  capital  or  creates  new 
capital  and  surplus.  In  other  words,  it  is 
now  impaired. 

The  American  Surety  will  soon  write  all 
kinds  of  business. 

The  state  compensation  fund  of  Cali- 
fornia, in  less  than  two  years,  has  received 
from  employers  11,199,660  and  expended 
$992,784,  leaving  1106,876,  "to  be  refunded 
later"  if  nothing  happens.  But  a  good  deal 
may  happen,  of  the  unexpected  kind.  It  is 
entirely  too  soon  to  say  that  this  surplus  is 
profit,  for  any  form  of  liability  indeuinity 
carries  the  possibility  of  extraordinary 
losses  aud  unexpected  claims  and  prolonged 
litigation. 

Accidental  industrial  deaths  in  California 
in  twelve  months  were  678  or  a  little  over 
two  every  working  day.  Those  injured 
permanently  average  four  a  day,  while 
temporary  injuries  average  5,000  a  month. 
The  commission  does  not  tell  how  many  of 
the  1,202  mutilated  workmen  were  hurt 
while  scuffling  or  otherwise  playing  among 
moving  machinery. 

E.  E.  Clapp  &  Co.  of  the  Fidelity  &  Cas- 
ualty say:  Mr.  Dooley's  Advice:  "Whin- 
iver  annybody  offers  to  give  ye  somethin'  f'r 
nawthin',  or  somethin'  f'r  less  tliau  it's 
worth,  or  more  f'r  somethin'  than  it's 
wortl),  don't  take  any  chances.  Yell  f'r  a 
polisman."  Think  of  it  wlien  you  reiieive 
any  more  of  tliese  bizarre  otters  for  your 
accident  and  health  business.  Sell  the 
insurance  tliat  sticks. 

/Etna  Life  Sued  — James  ().  Gates,  hard- 
ware merchant  at  Marysville,  Cal.,  is  suing 
the  .Etna  Life  under  an  accident  policy. 
He  says  the  company  paid  him  only  $124.5)8 
whereas  he  was  entitled  to  $200  more.  The 
company  says  Gates  had  two  periods  of 
sickness,  the  second  being  due  to  infection 
and  not  to  tlie  accident. 


Capital  Increases 

The  Camden  Fire  will  increase  its  capital 
to  $800,000,  by  adding  $100,000  sold  at  two 
for  one. 

The  capital  of  the  New  Amsterdam  Casu- 
alty is  to  be  increased  to  $750,000. 

The  capital  of  the  Travelers  is  to  be  in- 
-^reased  to  $6,000,000. 


The  Insured  Pays  the  Loss 

Seattle.  —  The  bonding  companies  here 
require  every  jitney-bus  owner  to  deposit 
with  them  $2,500  cash  and  pay  a  premium 
besides.  If  judgment  for  any  single  acci- 
dent equals  the  deposit,  the  owner  forfeits 
it;  if  less,  the  judgment  is  paid  out  of  the 
deposit;  if  more,  then  only  does  the  bond- 
ing insurer  pay  a  cent.  The  jitney  owner 
assumes  nearly  all  the  risk  and  pays  for  the 
"privilege."  But  this  is  true  of  bonding 
insurance  generally.     G.  A.  R. 


Calendars 

The  first  1916  calendar  is  from  tlie  Pacific 
Mutual.  It  is  a  picture  of  the  "l^ig  tree," 
which  as  "giant  of  the  Pacific"  is  the  sym- 
bol used  by  the  Pacific  INIutual. 

The  Liverpool  &  London  tt  Globe  Insur- 
ance Co.  sends  their  usual  plain  calendar 
with  "dates"  that  are  easily  read,  being  in 
plain  large  type. 

From  C.  II.  Rosenbaum  &  Co.  we  are  in 
receipt  of  their  indespensable  wall  calendar 
with  a  page  for  each  day. 

Max  Ghirksman,  a  San  Francisco  broker, 
is  being  sued  for  $50,000  to  mend  a  damaged 
heart.  The  fair  hurt  widow  is  from  Mel- 
bourne. 

A  pioneer  San  Francisco  broker.  Thee. 
Bacigalupi,  who  died  recently,  left  an  estate 
valued  at  $:^0,000. 


Bonds  of  neutral  European  governments 
have  declined  from  10  to  20  percent  since 
the  war  began. 


Santa  Catalinu  island  is  largely  owned  by 
the  Banning  In-others.  Avalon  has  about 
350  inhabitants,  half  of  wliom  are  now 
homeless.  It  is  said  that  the  Santa  Cata- 
lina  Island  Co.,  owner,  will  at  once  rebuild 
the  Hotel  ]\Ietropole,  to  accommodate  the 
85,000  tourists  who  yearly  visit  the  ii^land. 
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A.  C  Olds'  Companies 

Manager  Olds  of  the  Pacific  department 
of  the  Caledonian,  Aachen  &  Munich,  Cale- 
donian-A.merican  and  Scotch  Underwriters 
has  increased  tlie  preininm  income  under 
conditions  not  wliolly  favorable  in  this  field, 
with  losses  whicii  liavi>  left  a  profit.  The 
proportion  of  San  Francisco  premiums  is 
less  than  the  general  average,  and  this 
proportion  is  of  course  reflected  in  tlie  loss 
ratios  of  all  departments.  The  proportion 
of  city  premiums  lowers  or  lifts  the  Coast 
loss  ratio,  anil  city  losses  have  for  several 
years  been  ligiit. 

Caledonian  Ins.  Co. 

The  home  office  of  t'lu  Caledonian  pre- 
sents an  annual  statement  from  which  we 
compile  these  totals: 

As.sets 
Funds  of  life  department  .    .    .    .$17,738,240 

Gov^ernment  securities 880,155 

Real  estate,  etc 667,700 

Railway  and  other  bonds  and  stUs.  1,257,625 
Other  assets      834,635 

$21,373,355 
Liabilities 

Unearned  premiums $  1,201,8(t0 

Miscellaneous 541,350 

Life  department 17,733,240 

Cash  capital      537,500 

$20,013,950 

Net  cash  surplus    $  1,359,405 

Subscribed,  including  paid  capital  2,687,500 
Gross  surplus  to  policyholders  .  4,046,905 
Total  resources $23,523,355 

Aachen  &  Munich  Ins.  Co. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  home  office 
■of  this  strong  and  successful  company  is  as 

follows: 

Assets 

Cash  in  bank  and  hand     ....  $1,095,220 

Real  estate 1,496,543 

Mortgage  loans 1,892,242 

State,  municipal  and  K.  R.  bonds  3,420,971 

Other  assets 1,456,755 

$9,361,740 
Liabilities 
Unearned  premiums $2,911,412 


Li:il)iliti(>s  of  every  otlier  nature     2,6.38,116 
Cash  capital 675, dOO 


Net  surplus 


$6,224,528 
$3,137,212 


The  Caledonian  American  has  $200,000  capi- 
tal and  $243,504  surplus  to  policyholders. 

The  Scotch  Underwriters  has  $200,000  deposit 
capital  and  $600,240  surplus  to  policyholders. 


Extra    Charge    for    Farm    Tenant 
Dwellings 

In  the  Middle  West  and  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  farm  dwellings  have  for  some  time 
proved  to  be  unprofitable  risks.  The  rea- 
son, it  was  found,  was  tlie  heavy  loss  on 
rented  farm  property.  Tenants,  as  usual, 
were  careless  and  destructive.  If  the  farm 
dwelling  didn't  burn  during  their  occn- 
panc-y,  it  was  left  in  such  bad  condition 
tliat,  if  insured,  a  fire  was  not  nnwelcome 
to  the  owner.  To  offset  these  extra  losses 
an  extra  charge  of  25  cents  per  $100  was 
added  on  farm  dwellings  occupied  by  rent- 
ers. There  was  some  opposition,  by  owners 
and  local  agents,  but  this  disappeared  on  a 
presentation  of  the  facts. 


Three  I.  W.  W.  Must  Now  Go  to  Work 

San  Francisco,  Dec,  18,  — Two  <;onvicted 
counterfeiters,  in  whose  possession  were 
found  alleged  derisive  pasters  reading:  "Do 
not  drive  copper  nails  or  tacks  in  fruit  trees 
or  grape  vines;  it  hurts  them,  while  Ford  and 
Suhr  are  in  jail,"  were  told  today  by  Judge 
Maurice  Dooling,  in  the  U,  S.  district  court, 
that  "one  good  fruit  tree  was  more  valuable 
to  California  than  any  man  or  set  of  men 
who  attempted  to  destroy  them." 

Judge  Dooling  then  sentenced  the  two, 
Mrs.  Jean  Bennett  and  Clarence  Farlin  of 
Portland,  Ore.,  to  two  years  each  in  San 
Quentin  penitentiary.  Both  were  said  by 
federal  authorities  to  have  taken  part  in 
riots  by  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World 
at  Portland. 

Claude^^awless  of  Sacramento,  Cal.,  tried 
with  the  two,  was  given  a  like  sentence. 


The  Fireman's  Fund,  we  hear,  has  done 
exceedingly  well  this  year. 
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Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  8,  1915. 
The  Coast  Review: — 

Having  read  what  yon  said — 
Page  four,  seven,  eight, 
October  date — 
I'm  in  yonr  debt; 
So  please  accept 
My  grateful  credit 
For  what  you  said. 
And  the  way  yon  said  it. 
Your  staccato  short  meter 
I'm  trying  to  repeat  here 
In  this  acknowledgment, 
And,  though  I  lack 
Your  happy  knack, 
I'm  daring  the  attempt. 
You'll  remember  the  phrase, 
"Imitation  is  praise." 
If,  eventually, 
I  achieve  the  century 
You  wish  me  to, 
May  I  still  have  the  favor, 
The  insurance  meat  and  flavor. 
Of  The  Coast  Review. 
Cordially,  (Signed)  J,L.  Cunningham. 

The  above  pleasing  letter  from  the  vetei'an 
fire  underwriter  of  Glens  Falls  was  called 
forth  by  the  following  jingle  in  the  October 
Coast  Review.  The  several  letters  of  inci- 
dental rhyme  are  in  harmony  with  this 
genial  season  and  may  be  enjoyed  by  light- 
hearted  readers.  A  little  nonsense,  -Now 
and  Then,  is  relished  by  the  best  of  men. 

Indeed 

1  read 

With  pleasure 

At  my  leisure, 

Now  and  then 

In  Now  and  Then, 

Items  humorous 

And  numerous, 

Full  of  wit, 

Of  sting  not  a  bit — 

Glens  Falls  sparkling  spray — 

Always  gay, 

Always  bright, 

Ever  a  delight: 

And  I'm  glad  to  know 

That  J.  L.  Cunningham,  tho' 

No  longer  president, 

Is  still  a  cheerful  resident, 

With  an  easy  chair 

In  the  office  "lair"  ; 

With  cordial  greeting 

From  all  in  meeting; 

Still  with  springy  step 

And  full  of  "pep"; 


Always  hale. 

Never  stale ; 

Out  of  the  strife 

And  enjoying  life, 

Looking  forward 

And  not  shoreward— 

I  hope  that  he  may 

Celebrate  his  hundredth  birthday. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Nov.  28,  1915. 
Dear  Mr.  Cunningham:  — 
I  here  transmit 
Thanks  for  your  wit. 
As  by  you  writ. 
At  Glens  Falls,  8th  November. 
By  yonr  permit 
I'll  reprint  it 
To  make  a  hit 
Next  issue,  in  December. 
If  someone  does  ijpt  lie, 
"Kind  words  can  never  die". 
Therefore  your  rhyme 
May  outlast  time 

(Or,  perchance,  the  Wandering  Jew) 
In  December  Coast  Review. 
With  an  expression 
Of  an  impression 
On  the  Coast  Review, 
Favorable  to  you, 
I  subscribe  myself,  me. 
Sincerely,  E.  H.  Bacon, 
Editor  since  '83, 
And  The  Coast  Review  still  makin'. 

Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  2,  1915. 
Dear  Mr.  Bacon: — 

Have  yours  of  28th  ultimo, 

And  althongh  I  do  not  know, 

Nor  have  in  mind, 

The  size  or  kind 

Of  the  hasty  puddin'  sort  of  stuff  I  wrote 

you ; 
But   if   'tis    sane    enough    for   the    honor 

you'd  give  it. 
Go  ahead,  if  you  dare — 
You  are  the  one  to  care — 
Though  old,  I  may  outlive  it. 
Yours  truly,  I  am, 

(Signed)  J.  L.  Cunningham. 

As  I  now  know  your  name, 
With  The  Coast  Review's  fame, 
'Tis  easier  to  believe. 
More  reason  to  receive. 
The  Baconian  story 
Of  Shakesperian  glory. 
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The  Coast  Review  Index  of  contents  for 
1915  will  accompany  the  Jannary  issue.  If 
yon  bind,  wait. 


Silly  Washington  Law 

In  this  country  it  is  the  custom  of  companie.s 
to  send  out  to  their  agents  and  friends  in 
January  a  summary  of  the  forthcoming  an- 
nual statement  to  be  later  filed  with  the 
various  insurance  departments.  Such  sum- 
maries have  always  been  true,  of  course — as 
true  as  the  sworn  statements.  Corporations 
generally  are  not  denied  this  privilege — 
except  insuranc3  companies,  which  are 
checked,  penalized,  taxed  and  annoyed  by 
arbitrary  and  foolish  laws  everywhere  in  the 
United  States  only.  Washington  has  a  law 
against  such  early  innocent  and  true  ''litera- 
ture" summaries  of  assets  and  liabilities. 
A  "verified  statement"  must  first  be  filed 
with  the  ins.  dept.  And  a  fee  of  $1.00  col- 
lected of  course.  This  applies  also  to 
the  quarterly  and  semi-annual  summaries. 
Meantime  the  tax-eaters  are  hoping  that  the 
fines — $250  and  $500  repeat — may  be  col- 
lected from  sonie  careless  oflender. 


—Death 

J.J.  Morris,  of  Palo  Alto,  Cal.,  one  of 
this  Coast's  old  guard  agents,  died  on  De- 
cember 21.  Mr.  Morris  was  a  life  long 
friend  of  Rolla  V.  Watt  and  had  the  Royal 
and  eleven  other  Board  Companies  in  his 
flourishing  local  agency.  He  was  a  pioneer 
real  estate  and  insurance  man  on  the  Pen- 
insula and  made  and  lost   several   fortunes. 

—Fire  Items 

It  now  seems  likely  tluit  the  I'nited 
States  1915  fire  losses  paid  will  no>t  be  much 
more  than  50  percent  ot  the  premiums. 
"The  con>panies  need  the  nioney"  for  sur- 
plus funds. 

The  Patriotic  Assurance  has  $510,775 
American  funds. 

Otho  E.  Lane,  of  New  York,  ivsigns  the 
Yorkshire  to  become  vice  president  of  the 
Niagara  Fire,  succeeding  Charles  II.  Coflin, 
who  becomes  the  president  of  this  staunch 
company.  Mr.  Lane  formerly  was  state 
gent  for  the  Scottish   Union  at  Denver. 


Expelled  From  Brokers  Exchange 

The  Insurance  Brokers  Exchange  of  San 
Francisco,  grown  weary  of  the  offenders' 
rules-breaking,  today  (Decenil)er  27)  ex- 
pelled the  brokerage  firm  of  Browne,  Scott  & 
Dinning,  representatives  of  Marsh  c*c  McLen- 
nan, mischief-makers  who  are  establishing 
branches  on  this  Coast. 


Idaho   Agent    Neglected    Duty — Judgment 
Against  Agent    and    Company 

The  cashier  of  the  Lapwai  State  bank,  Lee 
Strickfadden,  an  insurance  agent,  solicited 
a  line  on  a  drug  store.  He  was  told  by  the 
druggist  to  insure  his  stock  of  goods  in  his 
company,  the  policy  to  replace  one  (of  an- 
other company,  apparently)  expiring  on 
July  1,  1913.  PlaintiflF,  J.  B.  Wallace, 
twice  asked  Strickfadden  if  he  had  written 
the  policy,  and  each  time  was  told  that  the 
insurance  would  be  cared  for.  On  the  day 
of  the  fire,  according  to  the  evidence  of 
plaintiff  and  witnesses,  Stric  fadden  ad- 
mitted having  neglected  to  write  the  insur- 
ance. Judge  Steele  at  Moscow,  in  Wallace 
V.Hartford  Fire  and  Strickfadden,  gave  judg- 
ment for  $1,500  against  both  company  and 
agent. 

— Miscellaneous 

The  Independent  Order  of  Puritans  is  for 
the  present  day  at  least  debarred  from  busi- 
ness in  California,  because  it  pays  the 
American  (Guaranty  Co.  a  share  of  its 
"profits." 

San  Jose,  Cal. — The  J.  H.  Rucker  agency 
has  been  sold. 

The  California  supreme  court  virtually 
charges  the  Maryland  Casualty  with  hav- 
ing acted  in  bad  faith  in  the  case  of  an 
employers'  liability  policy.  Particulars  in 
the  Pacific  Reporter  of  December  20,  page 
953.     Case  reported  in  our  next  issue. 

Geo,  J.  Ix)ve,  U.  S.  commissioner  at  Val- 
de?,  Alaska,  and  also  a  leading  insurance 
agent,  is  visiting  his  home  in  San  Francisco 
Mr.  Love  is  a  strong  Board  agent  and  be- 
lieves in  correct  practices.  Valdez  and 
other  Alaska  cities  suffer  from  cut-rate 
companies  and  Lloyds  men  at  Seattle  and 
otlier  Wasiiington  points. 
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— Washington 

Thiity-five  carloads  of  horses  a  week  are 
being  shipped  to  France  for  cavah-j',  from 
this  state.  The  contractors  are  buying  200 
head  daily. 

The  supreme  court  rules  that  the  new 
alcohol-  prohii)ition  law  is  coustitutional. 
The  law  goes  into  effect  next  month.  It 
closes  saloons,  breweries  aud  distilleries, 
and  forces  a  number  of  hotels  to  close. 
^lany  hotels  burned  this  year.  Saloon- 
keepers have  been  holding  bargain-sales  of 
liquors,  wines  aud  beers. 

Seattle  is  now  making  special  efforts  to 
investigate  all  suspicious  fires.  It  is  believed 
that  members  of  the  Coast  "arson  gang" 
are  operating  in  this  city. 

— California  Ins.  Report 

This  annual  for  1014  issues  from  the  press 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  too  late  to  be  of  any 
particular  service.  The  state  does  the 
printing,  and  thereby  gives  good  jobs  to 
many  politiciaus  or  their  dependent  friends. 
Had  a  private  printing  office  done  the  work, 
the  book  would  have  ajipeared  last  May. 
The  state  never  does  auything  well.  Its 
new  insurance  plant  gives  needy  politicians 
work  but  it  will  be  an  expensive  and  un- 
satisfactory venture.  The  book  has  099 
pages. 
— Oregon 

The  authorities  have  decided  that  the  sale 
of  old  cider  ( "hard")  is  contrary  to  the 
new  alcohol-prohibition  law  which  goes  into 
effect  next  month.  This  decision  affects 
cider  mills  aud  ai)ple-growers. 

-^Idaho 

Three  hundred  and  (i fly-seven  foreign  and 
douiestic  <'orporations  in  this  state  forfeited 
their  charters  or  authorities,  by  not  paying 
corporation  taxes  due  June  30.  They  can 
not  now  hold  title  to  property  in  the  state 
and  have  no  standing  in  court. 

— Alaska 

The  new  law  requires  all  companies  to  file 
by  March  I  a  sworn  stateuient  of  premiums 
and  losses  in  the  territory  in  the  previous 
calendar  year.  The  tax  is  I  percent  of  the 
net  premiums. 


— Personal 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Haven  came  up 
from  San  Jose,  where  they  now  live,  and 
enjoyed  a  week  of  sightseeing  at  the  Expo- 
sition. Each  is  SO  years  old  and  in  perfect 
health. 

Secretary  Weiumann  of  the  Fireman's 
Fund  has  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  com- 
pany's agencies  in  the  Southland. 

J.  M.  Beck,  an  old-time  San  Francisco 
underwriter,  was  among  recent  visitors. 
Mr.  Beck  is  now  in  the  land  business  and 
recently  negotiated  a  large  sale. 

W.  S.  Berdan,  deputy  assistant  manager 
of  the  United  States  department  of  the 
North  British  &  Mercantile,  is  visiting  this 
Coast,  where  he  is  planting  the  Mercantile 
Insurance  Company  of  America. 

John  Cadman,  one  of  our  leading  brokers, 
has  retmned  from  a  business  trip  to  Port- 
land, where,  he  says,  the  immediate  busi- 
ness outlook  is  not  regarded  cheerfully. 

— F.  U.  A.  P. 

This  well  kuown  association  of  Coast  field 
men  holds  its  annual  meeting  on  February 
8  aud  9,  in  San  Francisco.  If  you  have  left 
in  locker  any  good  story,  send  it  to  the 
editors  of  the  Knapsack,  the  comical  firm  of 
Heuer  &  Thornton.  President  Blanchard 
promises  a  feast  of  learning  and  wisdom. 

r— To  Local  Agents 

We  reccommeud  to  you  the  flexible  cloth- 
bound  edition  of  William  Sexton's  "Fire 
Insurance."  Price  $].oO.  For  sale  by  The 
Coast  Review.  This  is  a  durable  binding 
for  desk  or  library.  The  book  has  great 
value  for  the  active,  ambitious  lo(;al    agent. 

— Exposition  Fires 

Fifty-four  box-alarms  in  ten  months  is  the 
record  of  the  Panama- Pacific  Exposition 
fire  department.  There  being  no  politics, 
the  efficiency  was  perfect.  The  total  fire 
losses  were  only  about  $300.  This  is  the 
best  world's  fair  fire  record. 

— Danger ! 

For  the  thin!  time  an  attempt  to  wreck  the 
fast  Owl  train  of  the  Southern  Pacific  has 
been  made  in  Fresno  county,  Cal. 
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—To  Fight  Fog 

It  is  seriously  proposed  to  send  oil  tankers 
along  the  ocean  lanes  through  which  the 
great  liners  rush.  The  tankers  are  to  ooze 
out  oil  as  they  go,  and  the  resultant  tliin 
coating  of  oil,  by  keeping  the  cold  air  from 
direct  contact  with  the  warmer  water,  will 
pi  event  fogs  from  rising  to  shrowd  the 
ships  and  cause  collisions.  But  suppose, 
for  a  moment,  a  careless  sailorraan  tosses 
into  the  floating  oil  the  red-coal  butt  of  his 
50-cent  cigar! 


— Proposed  Changes  in  Reserves 

The  state  insurance  commissioners  favoi'  a 
compensation  claim  reserve  on  the  basis  of 
54  percent  of  the  earned  premiums.  A 
resolution  was  offered  for  an  investigation  of 
tire  ins.  reserves,  with  a  view  of  changing 
from  a  percentage  of  premiums  to  a  per- 
centage of  the  risk  assumed.  The  idea  was 
advanced  tliat  companies  '"should  be  allowed 
to  pay  conflatrration  losses  out  of  a  part  of 
the  premium  reserve  without  disturbing  the 
relative  solvency." 


— Automobile 

New  York. — The  Automobile  Underwriters' 
Conference  has  adopted  new  rates  to  go 
into  effect  on  January  1.  Class  A  rates,  50 
cts.  otf ;  classes  B  and  C,  75  cts.  off;  classes 
D  and  E  rates,  §1  off.  For  $15  additional 
theft  is  fully  covered.  An  allowance  is 
made  for  the  attachment  of  the  fire  ex- 
tinguisher endorsement.  Automobiles  for 
rent  are  charged  1  percent  additional. 
Personal  effects  are  covered,  but  not 
against  theft.  Removable  parts  of  fire 
apparatus  are  not  covered  while  at  fires. 

San  Francisco.— The  Automobile  Associa- 
tion is  in  a  tottering  way.  Some  of  the 
principal  members  recently  resigned  and 
five  more  will  resign.  High  commissions 
are  being  paid,  and  an  automobile  "shell 
fire"  war  is  expected.  No  "entangle- 
ments" will  be  able  to  resist  the  coming 
"bombardment." 

Hartford.— The  .Etna  Life's  affiliator  is 
threatening  trouble  forbotli  the  fire  and  the 
the  automobile  underwriters. 

—Surety  War 

It  is  evident  that  in  New  York  the  surety 
rates  are  too  high.  The  evidence  is  the 
present  commission  war.  Wi^x  excess  com- 
missions are  being  paid.  It  is  feared  the 
war  may  spread  to  the  West. 

—The  Law 

Our  Legal  Digest  continues  ratlicr  slim. 
Tlie  judges  took  a  rather  long  vacation  this 
year.  There  is  no  end  to  insurance  litiga- 
tion. We  print,  however,  a  state  c<^urt 
marine  decision  at  some  length. 


— Surety  Bond  Ruling 

The  California  supreme  court,  in  Hammond 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Maryland  Casualty  Co., 
that  even  if  the  owner  of  building  property 
fails  to  file  the  surety  bond  required  under 
1911  act  the  bond  is  still  valid.  Apparently 
the  defendant  sought  to  evade  liability  on  a 
technicality.  The  coiu't  held  that  the 
owner's  liability  is  not  limited  to  contract 
price;  the  liens  of  material-men  and  work- 
men cover  the  owner's  property. 

— Insurance  Stocks 

Fireman's  Finid,  244  offered. 
The  Vulcan  Fire,  7  offered. 
Western  States  Life,  7  offered. 
Continental,  1100  offered. 
Glens  Falls,  750  offered. 
Hartford  Fire,  800  offered. 
Travelers.  870  oflered. 
Fidelity  &  Casualty,  425  oft'ered. 
German  American,  485  offered. 

— Fire  Items 

Are  you  a  local  agent?  Can  you  write 
ideas  as  well  as  insurance?  Have  you  any 
practical  ones  helpful  to  new  young  agents? 
Are  you  willing  to  impart  them?  Remember 
the  obligations  which  each  of  us  owes  to  his 
professions.  We  will  pay  you  for  your 
trouble.  Jot  down  the  ideas  and  write  to 
The  Coast  Review  for  particulars. 

Los  Angeles.  —  The  Belfast  Liquor  Co. 
store  was  found  to  be  surrounding  100 
gallons  of  ga-^oline,  with  evidence  of  an 
arson  plot.  Three  arrests  made  but  "no 
evidence." 
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— Field  Men's  Notes 

Our  Field  Men  Directory  will  appear  revised 
in  our  next  issue. 

J.  C.  Crooks's  lieadqnarters  will  hereafter 
be  in  Stockton.  His  territory  foi-  the  Cliris- 
tensen  &  Goodwin  companies  will  be  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley  and  the  mountain  lands 
east,  and  all  of  Nevada. 

Joe.  W.  Warner,  independent  adjuster, 
has  opened  an  office  in  the  Merchants 
Exchange  and  is  doing  well.  But  the  com- 
. panics  have  lost  a  tirst-class  special  agent. 

R.  Gallegos,  independent  adjuster,  is  kept 
busy  these  days. 

Calvert  ^leade,  independent  adjuster,  is 
pretty  busy,  notwithstanding  I  he  rain  has 
put  out  all  the  tires.  He  finds  time,  how- 
ever, to  look  out  after  the  needs  of  the  F. 
IT.  A.  P.,  of  which  he  is  secretary-treasurer. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meade  moved  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, so  as  to  not  miss  anything  at  the 
Exposition. 

Mr.  McP.  Bailey,  a  young  and  active 
local  agent  at  Libby,  Mont.,  desires  a 
special  agency  appointment.  He  has  a 
good  general  business  experience,  can 
furnish  good  references,  and  is  able  and 
willing  to  work  hard. 

— Suit  of  $957  Sequel  to  Los  Angeles  Fire 

A  controversy  growing  out  of  the  adjust- 
ment of  losses  by  the  fire  which  destroyed 
the  stock  of  hardware  belonging  to  Samuel 
Morris,  at  454  South  Main  street,  in  June 
last,  will  be  settled  in  the  superior  court  as 
the  result  of  a  suit  filed  against  Morris  by 
A.  A.  Hinman,  assignee  of  Peckham  & 
Mangsen  company,  fire  adjusters.  Hinman 
demands  $957,  stating  that  this  sum  repre- 
sents the  commission  that  should  be  paid 
for  adjustment  of  the  loss.  In  an  answer 
filed  for  Morris  by  Attorney  Isador  Morris, 
the  owner  of  the  stock,  declares  that  the 
adjusters  agreed  to  adjust  the  loss  within 
two  weeks,  failed  to  do  so  for  a  much  longer 
period  and  that  the  adjustment  meant  a  loss 
to  him.  Morris  makes  a  counter  claim  of 
$1,050. 

— Mutual  Decision 

Any  agreement  that  insurance  begins  at 
date  of  application  is  invalid.  —  17!»  S.  W. 
842. 


— Life  Notes 

The  Life  Underwriters  Association  of  tlie 
Pacific  held  its  last  regular  dinner-meeting 
of  the  year  on  the  16th  inst. 

Among  the  speakers  was  George  B.  Scott, 
manager  for  the  Metropolitan  Life.  Another 
was  Man.  Welcher,  sec.  of  the  Anti-Cigar- 
ette League,  who  explained  the  evil  effects 
of  smoking  white  paper  and  the  consequent 
shortening  of  insured  lives. 

Connecticut  ^Mutual  Life  agents  are  now 
prepared  to  offer  the  company's  new  dis- 
ability clause. 

Garner  Curran,  late  of  the  Insurance  Con- 
gress commission,  is  sizing  himself  up  as  a 
life  insurance  agent  for  the  Mutual  Life. 
We  wish  him  success  and  are  sure  he  will 
deserve  it.     He  hath  a  way  that  wins. 

L.  B.  Messier  has  been  appointed  general 
agent  for  the  National  Life  LT.  S.  A.  at  San 
Francisco.     A  good  appointment. 

American  life  companies  have  $655,000,- 
000  invested  in  farm  loans. 

In  the  East,  increased  life  business  is 
reported. 

— Abroad  Sentiment  as  to  War  Loans 

The  Policyholder  of  England  says  of  the 
statement  that  "the  Frankfort  made  prog- 
ress in  1914  and  paid  (he  usual  50  percent 
dividend  on  its  cash  capital"  —  "We  can 
only  say  we  are  sorry  to  hear  it."  And  of 
the  New  York  Life's  statement  that  it  has 
subscribed  for  none  of  the  xlnglo-French 
bonds  nor  for  the  recent  German  war-loan, 
our  English  contemporary  says :  "The  only 
comment  we  have  to  make  is  that  it  (this 
statement)  accords  with  the  past  methods 
and  records  of  the  office,  and  we  hope  no 
Britisher  will  ever  give  a  single  line  of 
business  to  this  company  again."  It  is  not 
denied  that  the  New  York  Life  subscribed 
for  a  previous  German  war  loan. 

— Tribute  to  Hathaway 

The  national  council  of  the  Insurance  Con- 
gress, after  its  final  session,  prepared  a 
formal  and  well  merited  tribute  to  Commis- 
sioner Hathaway,  who  was  the  author  of 
the  Congress  and  gave  it  character  and 
vitality  l)y  his  tireless  work  and  excellent 
judgment. 
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— Veteran  Coast  Fire  Underwriter  Dies 

William  Macdonald,  wlio  had  been  engaged 
in  Coast  fire  underwriting  since  1S67,  died 
on  December  13,  wlien  near  t'ne  completion 
of  his  75th  year.  He  had  been  ill  several 
months  and  for  some  time  had  been  unable 
to  visit  his  office.  Born  in  New  York,  Jan. 
31,  183S,  as  stated  in  Hayden's  Annual 
Cyclopedia  of  Insurance,  he  began  business 
life  in  the  dry  goods  business  in  New  York 
city.  In  1861  he  came  to  California  and 
while  secretary  of  a  railway  company  was 
appointed  colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of 
Artillery  of  the  National  Guard,  and  was 
later  elected  first  colonel  of  a  new  regiment 
in  San  Francisco.  In  1867  he  was  appointed 
city  agent  of  the  .Etna  and  Phoenix  under 
R.  H.  Magill.  For  a  brief  time  Col.  Mac- 
donald  retired  from  insurance  and  engaged 
in  the  silk  business.  Later  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  general  agency  firm  of  ^lacdonald 
it  Hawes,  and  represented  the  Scottish 
Union  &  National  and  the  Connecticnt. 
This  partnership  was  dissolved  and  he  was 
appointed  vice  president  and  manager  of 
the  new  Anglo-Nevada,  of  which  Wm.  Greer 
Harrison  was  first  president  and  Z.  P.  Clark 
was  secretary.  When  this  $2,000,000  com- 
pany reinsured  in  the  London  it  Lancashire, 
Mr.  Macdonald  was  made  Coast  manager  of 
the  latter  company.  In  August.  1{>06,  he 
resigned,  and  with  his  assistant,  D.  E. 
Miles,  formed  the  general  agency  of  ^lac- 
donald  &  Miles,  representing  the  West- 
chester, and  at  present  the  Hamburg- 
Bremen.  The  decea-^ed  was  a  man  of  fine 
abilities  and  great  energy,  and  for  many 
years  ranked  among  the  leading  fire  under- 
writers of  the  Coast. 

— Marine 

Three  Dutch  big  trans-Pacific  steamships 
will  make  San  Francisco  their  Eastern  ter- 
minal.    They  will  not  land    at    any   other 
Pacific  Coast  ports. 
— Automobile 

Manager  Alverson  informs  ih  that  the 
X-)rth  River  Ins.  Co.  is  now  wriunu  auto- 
mobile insurance. 

h  is  hoped  now  to  save  the  Coast  automo- 
bile association,  with  th«  aid  of  tiic  big 
Boai-d  fire  companies. 


— Happy  New  Year 

"The  last  of  December,  alas  we  remember 
"That  next  day  the  bills  will  be  due. 
"This    wee    New   Year's   letter  hopes  that 

your  forgetter. 
"Will  make  the  day  happy  for  you." 

The  Coast  Review  hopes  too  that  1916  will 
be  a  "beater"  but  not  a  "repeater,"  bringing 
the  reader  wealth  and  health. 

— Death  of  Joseph  A.  De  Boer 

Another  good  man  has  depai'ted.  On  De- 
cember 25  Joseph  Arend  De  Boer,  president 
of  the  National  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Vermont,  died  after  an  illness  of  nearly  a 
year's  duration.  Mr.  De  Boer  was  an  ad- 
mirable self-made  man  who  earned  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a 
native  of  Holland  and  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try in  1868  at  the  age  of  7.  He  sold  papers 
to  get  a  start  and  at  age  22  became  a  school 
teacher.  In  18S9  he  joined  the  National 
Life  and  by  various  advancements  became 
president  in  1912. 

— Items 

The  Canton  has  S.399,500  bonds  on  de- 
posit in  the  United  States. 

St.  Louis. — He:ivy  loss  on  sprinklered 
factory. 

Chicago. — Wm.  S.  Warren,  manager  for 
the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe,  is  now  in 
his  semi-centennial  year  of  service  with  the 
company. 

The  Kansas  ins.  com.  rules  that  only  acci- 
dent companies  may  issue  accident  and 
health  policies.  Another  crank!  Bzzz  ! 
Wheels!  Life  -  and  -  accident  companies 
barred.  Next — only  marine  companies  can 
insure  the  little  steamboats  of  the  raging 
Kaw. 

The  Brokers'  Exchange  of  San  Francisco 
is  now  ofiicered  by:  J.  B.  Hauer  president, 
G.  Trittenbach  first  vice  president,  S.  G. 
Buckbee  second  vice  president,  and  M.  F, 
O'Brien,  B.  L.  Davis,  M.  Thompson,  H.  S. 
Manheim  and  R.  D.  Foster  arbitration  com- 
mittee. 

— Thanks  for  Your 

Remitting  kindness,  kind  subscribers  of  the 
kind  we  love.  May  your  reward  be  both 
here  below  and  there  above. 
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ITEMS 

The  Fireman's  Fund  Record  for  December 
had  a  circulation  of  8,200  copies.  It  is  a 
handsome  4- page  monthly,  vol.  29,  no.  12. 
The  circulation  has  increased  from  5,500  in 
August,  1909,  when  its  post-fire  issue  began. 

William  E.  Grigsby  is  again  in  the  lime- 
light of  trouble.  He  handled  the  sale  of 
the  Consolidated  Concessions  on  the  Fair 
Zone  for  Emmett  W.  MacConnell,  much 
sued  promoter.  The  grand  jury  has  been 
asked  to  indict  Grigsby  on  a  charge  of 
obtaining  money  on  false  pretences.  Several 
San  Francisco  insurance  men  were  inter- 
ested, to  their  sorrow,  in  the  Con.  Con.  Co. 

Ernest  Henry  Brownell.  civil  engineer  of 
the  U.  S.  Navy,  recently  announced  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter  Margaret  to  Sher- 
woods  Ayerst  Taffinder,  lieutenant  U.  S. 
Navy,  son  of  Editor  Taffinder  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, poet  and  orator. 

The  San  Diego  Exposition  will  be  con- 
tinued another  year. 


Many  widows  and  orphans  spend  a  happy 
Christmas  and  New  Year's  because  life  in- 
surance policies  were  taken  out  or  renewed 
in  the  past  few  months.  Let  the  salesman 
reflect  on  this  fact. 

Oakland,  Cal.,  11-16,  1915. 
The  Coast  Review,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Dear  Sirs : 

Under  cover  you  will  please  find  check 
No.  8113  for  $3  to  cover  subscription  for  the 
year  ending  31  Dec,  1915,  with  bill  which 
you  will  kindly  receipt  and  return. 

It  is  a  pleasure  for  us  to  make  this  annual 
remittance  feeting  that  we  have  received  a 
most  valuable  return. 
With  our  kindest  wishes. 
Yours  very  truly, 

R.  H.  Magill,  dis't  mgr. 

The  squirrels  are  lamenting  the  large 
shipment  of  nutts  to  Europe. 

Every  little  municipal  reform  movement 
has  a  rake-off  all  its  own.  —  Life. 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  SALESMEN 


OF   THE 


Pacific  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 


Ovffauized  J 868 

Assets, 

$32,604,612  00 

Capital  and 
Surplus, 
$3,989,846  00 


offers,  free  of  cost,  instruction  and  direction  to 
prospective  and  new  agents,  and  gives  them  the 
right  start  in  an  attractive  and  remunerative 
business  with  an  experienced  and  successful 
Company. 

For  fall  infot^niution  write  the  Compttiiy  af 
LOS  ANGELES,    CALIFORNIA 
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BUSINESS 

The  announcement  that  new  United 
States  reguhitions  relative  to  export 
procedure  will  become  effective  Janu- 
ary 1,  1916,  has  created  such  intense 
interest  among  manufacturers  and 
shippers  that  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department 
of  Commerce,  has  found  it  necessary 
to  reprint  the  new  order  with  explana- 
tory text.  That  pamphlet  is  just  off 
the  press  and  is  being  supplied  free  of 
charge  to  those  interested,  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  above  mentioned  office. 
All  shipments  for  export  to  foreign 
countries  or  to  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and 
Porto  Rico  will  be  affected  by  the  new 
regulations. 

FIRE 

Belevue,  Cal.,  Nov.  28.— H.  J.  Bar- 
nett  store;  total  loss. 

The  new  Pioneer  of  Chicago  will 
make  a  specialty  of  polished  Polish 
risks. 

The  Munich  Reinsurance  will  pay 
40  percent  dividends.  Business  has 
been  good. 

The  Texas  fire  ins.  commission  re- 
ports 56,000  fires  since  it  was  organ- 
ized. Of  dwg.  place  fires  67  percent 
were  preventable.  Of  29,699  fires  in 
business  places,  over  half  were  trace- 
able to  preventable  causes. 

Fairbanks,  Alaska,  Doc.  10.  —  Gas 
lighting  plant  in  saloon  "California" 
caused  burning  of  three  buildings 
today,  with  loss  of  $25,000.  Tempera- 
ture SO  degrees  below  zero. 

"The  horses  could  not  pull  the  cnuine  up 
the  hill."  The  house  of  Jacob  Orwitz,  20 
Conrad  av.,  Gleu  Park,  San  Fnincisco, 
ii7, 000,  burned  up.  The  firemen  lay  1.000 
feet  of  hose  in  vain. 


LIFE 

The  Northwestern  Traveling  Men's 
Association  of  Chicago  is  moving  on 
the  toboggan  slide.  Death  rate  very 
high,  and  membership  declining.  Take 
warning. 

The  Union  Pacific  Life  is  being 
examined  by  its  home  state. 

Washington  life  agents  are  discuss- 
ing the  question.  Is  life  insurance  a 
business  or  a  profession?  The  latter 
of  course,  for  so  many  men  merely 
profess  to  be  in  it. 

ACKNOWLEDGED 

Forty-Seventh  Annual  Report  of  Insur- 
ance Couimissioner  J.  E.  Phelps  of  the 
State  of  California,  for  year  1914. 

Garrett  Brown  of  The  Insurance  Leader, 
New  York  City,  sends  a  message  of  good 
cheer  and  int-identally  urges   us  to   insure. 

Standards  in  Visiting  Nurse  "Work,  by 
Lee  K.  Frankel,  from  the  Metropolitan  Life 
In.surance  Company. 

A  SUBSTANTIAL 

CITY   PliODUCEB 

WANTED 

Bjf  one  of  ffie  Lemlinff  Eastern  Life 
In sara n ce  Conipnn ies. 

Particulars  of  the  Editor  of 

The  Coast  Review 
122  Halleck  Street,  S.  F. 

WHOLE  or  HALF 

Interest  in 
CALIFORNIA  LOCAL  AGENCY 

WANTED 

Address,     confidentially,     with    some 
particulars,  the   EDITOR  of  the 

COAST  REVIEW 

122  Halleck  St., 
gan  Francisc* 
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NET  ASSETS,  (Jan.  i,  1915) 


Insurance   Company 

Of  America,  N.  Y. 

.      $10,187,030 


NET  SURPLUS,     ''         .         .      4,021,442 

E.  F.  BEDDALL  N.  S.  BARTOW  GEO.  W.  BURCHELL 

President  Secretary  Vice-President 


Gross  Assets '^^15'  $112,379,527 
Exclusively  Fire  Assets  49,393,130 
Net  Surplus  -  -  19,820,321 
Losses  Paid    -    -    274,533,870 

Transacts  Largest  FIRE  Insurance  Busi- 
ness of  any  Company  in  the  World 

GEO.  CHAPPELL,   Manager 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Sub-Manager 
LIVERPOOL,  ENGLAND 


Royal 

V Insurance 

,   COMPANY  ; 

Limited 


DEPARTMENT    OFFICES:       Boston,    New  York,  Chicago,    Atlanta, 

San   Francisco,    Montreal.  t^"  Agencies  in  all  principal  Cities  and  Towns 


ROLLA  V-  WATT,  Pacific  Coast  Manager 

JOHN  T.  FOG  ARTY,  Assistant  Manager 

FREDERICK  B.   KELLAM,   Branch  Secretary 

ROYAL  INSURANCE  BUILDING,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


SPECIAL   AGENTS  :     Frank   M.    Gilcrest,  H.    R.    Burke,  J.    K.     Urmston 
J.    B.    Walden,  D.  L.    Stewart,    C.    D.  Gabrielson,    E.   P.   Eldred, 
J.   H.    Banks,     F.   J.   Perry,    J.  T.  O'Brien,    R.  S.  Folger,  Matt  B. 
Evans,  C.  A.   Luhrs    (automobile). 
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Life  Insureince 


LIFE 

Long  term  endowments  of  the  N.  Y. 
Life  will  hereafter  be  on  the  accelera- 
tive  endowment  plan. 

BUSINESS 

Three  years  ago  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  L'nited  States  was 
organized.  It  had  no  membership 
and  it  hadn't  a  dollar.  Today  it 
stands  as  the  spokesman  of  680  com- 
mercial organizations  representing 
nearly    300,000    business    men,    firms 


and      corporations     throughout    the 
Ignited  States. 

AUTOMOBILE 

An  oil  motor  -  truck  at  Monrovia 
tried  to  throw  the  electric  train  off  the 
track.  Or  rather,  the  truck  went 
dead  on  the  tracks.  The  gasoline  was 
sprayed  over  a  township. 

TO    POST    MASTER:     You   are   authorized   to 
receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 


Second  in  Size  West  of  the  Missouri 


Issues  the  Most  Popular  Life  Insurance  PoUcies 


Guaranteed  Bonus  PoUcy 
Total  Abstainers'  Policy 


^These  Contracts  Are  Easy  Sellers 
^Every  Agent  Praises  Them 


Every  Policyholder  is   Thoroughly    Satisfied.       Every 
Policyholder  Is  a  Permanent  Friend 


More  Agents  Wanted 


HOME   OFFICE 

West  Coast  -  San  Francisco  Life  Building,  San  Francisco 
Northwest  corner  Pine  and  Leidesdorff  Streets 


iBiHiraira::":::::.,—,; 
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"The  Larger  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America." 
ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,  President 


Organized    1853 


THE  HOME 

INSURANCE    COMPANY 

NEW  YORK 


Head  Office,   No.   56  Cedar  Street,   New   York 


RECORD  OF  "THE  HOME  OF  NEW  YORK" 

For  fifteen  years  THE  HOME  INSURANCE 
COMPANY  OF  NEW  YORK  has  been  first 
in  Cash  Assets  and  for  ten  years  first  in  Sur- 
plus to  Policyholders,  and  throughout  the 
sixty-two  years  of  its  existence  THE  HOME 
has  maintained  its  record  for  fair  dealing  in 
the  settlement  of  claims  and  for  Service. 
CONFLAGRATION  PROOF 
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The  Company  with  the 

ever-easy-tO-sell   Combination  policy 

— That  Pays  good,  fair  Commissions 

— That  gives  prompt  and  satisfactory  service 

alike,  both  to  Agents  and  Policyholders 

— In  short :    A  good,  all-round. 
Successful  organization;  full  of 
Energy  and  Aggressiveness. — The  one 
You  want  to  connect  yourself  with. — 
Write  for  full  information  today — 
HOME     OFFICE  —  SEATTLE 


LIFE 

HEALTH 

ACCIDENT 


3'1C 


OMPLETE 

OMBINATION 

ONTRACT 


District  Agency  Open  in  one  of  the  Most  Prosperous    Sections    of    the 
United  States      Will  consider  applications  from  first-class  Men  Only. 

BANKERS  LIFE  COMPANY  DES  MOINES,  IOWA 


The  Prudential 


40th  Anniversary,  October  13,  1915 

MUTUALIZED 
BENEFITS  INCREASED 
'0^  A  POLICYHOLDERS'  COMPANY 

THE  PRUDENTIAL  INSURANCE   CO.  OF  AMERICA 

FORREST   F.  DRYDEN,  President.  Home  Office.  NEWARK.  N.  J. 

IneorporMted  Under  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 


GENERAL  many.        The     white     popidation     of 

Sunday  in  Denmark  begins  on  Sat-  Russia  is  twice  that  of  either, 

urday  afternoon,  and  ends    after    the  California  is  now  increasing  at   the 

midday  meal  on  the  first  day   of    the  rate  of  over  100,000  a  year,  in  popula- 

week.  tion. 

The  white  population  of  the  British  Spokane,  Dec.  14.  —  Carstens    meat 

Einpire  is  greater  than  that   of   (ier-  paekery  will  be  doubled  in  size  soon. 
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Ever  since  1906  the  A.  0.  U.  work- 
men California  branch  has  been  in- 
solvent and  has  owed  about  $330,000 
for  death  claims.  It  is  no  new  con- 
dition which  now  afflicts  it.  Forcing 
it  into  insolvency,  as  done  by  the 
state  insurance  commissioner,  only 
makes  matters  worse.       The  claimants 


have  been  receiving  something;  here- 
after they  will  get  nothing.  The  evil 
was  begun  years  ago  when  the  state 
declined  to  impose  wholesome  restric- 
tive legislation  on  all  kinds  of  assess- 
ment insurance.  The  A.  0.  U.  W. 
everywhere  will  fail.  The  supreme 
lodge  is  facing  failure  now. 


The  Pioneer  German  Fire  Insurance  Company  in  America 

^ire  insurance  Compam/ 

HAMBURG,  GERMANY 

Pacific  Department:     334  California  Street,     -     SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
MACDONALD  &  MILES,  Managers 

Ot'fjanized  in  1854  Entered  United  States  in  1858 

Total  Losses  Paid  in  tKe  United  States,       $27,000,000 

United    States    Branch  :    123  William  Street,         -         NEW    YORK 

H.  N.  KELSEY,  Manager 

AGENTS       TVANTED       IN       UNREPRESENTED       POINTS 


CONNECTICUT  MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

President  JOHN  M.  TAYLOR,    Hartford,  Conn. 

Insurance  in  foi'ce,  9(i,03S  Policies  for  -  $228,305,703 

WHAT  NO  OTHER  COMPANY  HAS  DONE 

To  repay  to  its  Policyholders  in  Deathi  Claims,  Endowments,  Dividends,  Surrender 
Values,  Annuities  and  other  credits  more  than  they  have  paid  to  it  in  premiums. 
It  stands  alone  in  that  result. 


Total  Premiums  received,  Dec.  1, 1846,  to  Dec.  31,  1914 

Total  returned  to  Policyholders,  as  above  noted,  in  same  period 

Excess  of  amount  returned  -  -  -  -       - 


$294,743,273,70 

304,068,509.45 

9,325,235.75 


PACIFIC    COAST    DEPARTMENT 


Williamsburgh  City  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1853 

Mercliants  Fire  Assurance  Corporation 

Organized  1910 

New  Jersey  Fire  Insurance  Company 

Organized  1910 


New  Brunswick  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1826 

North  River  Insurance  Company 

Organized  1822 

United  States  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Organized  1824 


WM.  W.  ALVERSON,  Manager 

374  Pine  Street,  :  :  :  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Telephone  Sutter  485 

AUTOMOBILE  and   TRANSPORTATION    DEPARTM  ENT  —  H.   W.   BAILEY,    Supt. 

Special  Agents 

T.  B.  Clarke,  R.  L,  Ellis,  San  Francisco;    T.  J.  Keleher,  Los  Angeles;  A.  M.  Lovelace,  Portland;  W.  T.  Booth,  Spokane 
AMPLE  FACILITIES  for  Handling   Large  Lines. 
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FIRE 

Philadelphia    Fire    Device    is    Old    Here 

"Here's  something  that  amuses 
me,"  laughingly  remarked  Fire  Chief 
Bywater,  picking  up  an  Eastern  fire 
magazine  yesterday  and  turning  to  a 
picture  that  illustrated  a  track  device 
on  a  Philadelphia  street  ear  line,  that 
permitted  the  running  of  fire  hose 
underneath  without  interfering  Avith 
traffic  in  case  of  a  big  fire. 

"That  sort  of  thing  we  have  had  in 
Salt  Lake  for  twenty  years,"  further 
said  the  fire  chief.  "The  street  rail- 
way system  here  has  two  of  them. 
We  seldom  had  any  use  for  them, 
however.  I  simply  point  this  out  to 
show^  that  Salt  Lake  has  long  had 
what  Philadelphia  apparently  is  just 
waking  up  to." — Salt   Lake  Tribune. 

GENERAL 

Oroville,  Wash.,  Dec.  13.  —  This 
wild  and  woolly  town  is  wondering  how 
George  Devon,  owner  of  the  building 
wrecked  by  a  mob,  is  going  to  recover 
damages  from  the  rioters.  The  fed- 
eral authorities  say  the^-  have  no  juris- 
diction. The  wrecked  building  was 
occupied  by  two  Japanese  who  had 
just  opened  a  laundry.  The  mob 
drove  them  out  of  town,  but  fortunately 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  fire  the 
laundry.  The  Japanese  government 
will  probably  ask  Congress  to  indem- 
nify the  ejected  Japanese.  The  Amer- 
ican owner  has  no  redress. 

At  the  great  Exposition  thei-e  was  a 
new  telegraphic  invention  wliereby  the 
operator  plays  on  something  like  a 
piano  (  or  typewriter  ) .  Perforated 
paper  appears  nearby  and  instantly  a 
typewriter  (perhaps  1,000  miles  away) 


transposes  the  perforations  into  a  type- 
written message  free  from  error  and 
profanity. 

BANKING 
The  Federal  Reserve  System  made 
it  possible  for  national  banks  of  large 
capital  to  organize  foreign  branches, 
and  in  fact  the  National  City  Bank  of 
New  York  now  has  six  branches  in 
Latin  America.  Banks  in  the  Middle 
West,  however,  have  been  urging  that 
the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
permit  several  institutions  to  cooperate 
in  opening  joint  branches  abroad.  It 
seems  verj-  likely  that  the  Federal  Re- 
serve Board  itself  will  in  January 
recommend  to  Congress  new  legisla- 
tion of  this  purport.  At  the  same 
time,  there  may  be  other  alterations 
in  the  law  regarding  foreign  branch 
banks,  such  as  abrogation  of  require- 
ment that  the  main  bank  set  aside  a 
certain  amount  of  capital  for  each 
branch,  thus  giving  a  prejudicial  im- 
pression that  the  resources  back  of 
each  branch  are  much  smaller  than 
they  are  in  fact. 

ANSWERS 

L:  C. — No  insurer  rovers  powder  mils; 
none  covers  loss  by  explosion  to  amnmni- 
tion  factories. 

FIRE  MUTUAL  LEAFLETS 
if  your  company  does  not  supply  you  with  fire 
mutual  AMMUNITION,  send  from  2  to  10  cents 
in  stamps  to  THE  COAST  REVIEW  for  a  few 
loads  which  may  be  DISCHARGED  effectively 
into  the  trenches  of  "the  enemy. 

"LECTURES" 
Delivered  by  Experienced  Fire  Insurance  Men  before 
meetings  of  Insurance  Clerks  in  San  Francisco. 
A  serviceable  work  for  local  agents  and  their    assist- 
ants.    210  pages.     Price $1.50 


Covering  the  Pacific  West 
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BUSINESS 
Coffee  Substitutes    Low  in    Food    Value 

Coffee  substitutes  have  almost  no 
nutritive  ralue,  according  to  Professor 
M.  E.  Jaffa,  consulting  nutrition  ex- 
pert of  the  California  state  board  of 
health.  Most  people  think  that  skim- 
med milk  is  a  very  thin  sort  of  bever- 
age, but  Professor  Jaffa  says  that  it 
takes  nine  pints  of  the  infusion  from  a 
coffee  substitute  to  supply  the  amount 
of  protein  that  a  single  glass  of  skim- 
med milk  contains. 

Many  false  and  ridiculous  claims 
for  these  products  are  made,  such   as, 

it  aids  digestion,"  "  soothes  and 
quiets  worn  and  wasted  nerves,  and  as 
a  complexion  beautifier  cannot  be 
equaled,"  "it  tones  the  blood,  and  by 
its  daily  use  will  impart  to  the  skin  a 
healthy  glow  of  youth."  Professor 
Jaffa  says  that  such  claims  are   better 


suited  to  a  patent  medicine  than  to    a 
food  or  drink. 

French     Commissioner    Visits    National 
Cliamber 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  26.  — 
Members  of  the  French  Commission 
which  arrived  in  New  York  last  week 
visited  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  United  States  in  Washington  yes- 
terday. The  mission  of  this  group  of 
Frenchmen  to  America,  it  is  said,  is 
to  lay  the  ground  work  for  the  pur- 
chase of  American  automatic  and  labor 
saving  machinery  for  the  economic  re- 
construction of  France  after  the  war. 
They  will  be  in  this  country  several 
months. 

MARINE 

Copenhagen  has  a  new  Baltica, 
established  with  Danish  capital,  to 
insure  Danish  ships,  including  war 
risks. 


Printing  and  Paper  Bids  a  Pleasure 
Estimates^  Pastime 

at 

PHOENIX  PRINTERY 

Established  1894 


122  Halleck  Street 


San  Francisco 


IN    ITS    FORTY 


COAST  REVIEW 


FIFTH    YEAR 

Insurance 
Investments 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
FREE    SAMPLE    COPIES    TO    ANYWHERE     IN    THE    UNITED    STATES 


Twelfth  Edition- 


PACIFIC    FIRE    MANUAL. 


-Twelfth  Edition 


"W^iTH  Colored  Diagrams  ^W^ith  Revised  Figures 

$12    Per    Dozen,    with    donor's    name    printed    on    title    page 

MUTUAL    FIRE  LEAFLETS  INSERTED 
Single  Copies,  $1,25  For  Sale  by  Coast  Review  122  Halleck  St.,  San  Francisco 
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AUTOMOBILE    ■ 

NIAGARA    FIRE     insurance    Company 
Assets,     -     $7,502,873.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,    -    $3,387,433.00 

DETROIT     FIRE    &    MARINE    insurance  Company  1 

Assets,     -     $2,274,403.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -     $1,533,737.00 

NIAGARA  -  DETROIT   UNDERWRITERS  m 

Assets,    -     $11,301,668.00     Surplus  to  Policyholders,     -    $5,667,165.00     ^'1 
EDWIIN     PARRISM,    IVIanager 

llllja  Pacific  Coast  Department  334  Pine  St.,     -     San  Francisco 


GOOD  PLACES 
For  STRONG    WORKERS 

Always  ready  to  negotiate  with  energetic  men 
capable  of    producing   paid-for   Insurance  in 
satisfactory  volume. 
Much  unoccupied  and  desirable  territory. 

UNION  MUTUAL  LIFE 
Insurance    Company 

PORTLAND,  MAINE. 
ARTHUR    L.  BATES,  President 

Address      Albert  E.  A  wde,    Supt.  of  Agencies 

7  W.  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

GEO.  ELLIOTT   HUNT,    Manager 
Shreve  Bldg.,  San  Francisco 

T.  H.   McAllis,   Manager,    Sherlock     Bldg., 
Portland,  Ore. 

P.  B.  Duren,  Manager,  Boston  Block,  Seattle, 
Wash. 
J.  E.  Evans,  Manager,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


FIRE 


GERMANIA 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 
NEW  YORK. 


ORGANIZED  1859. 


Statement,  January  1,  1915. 


Cash  Capital,  -  -  -  $1,000,000  00 
Assets,  -----  7,284,654  80 
Net  Surplus,  -  -  -  2,486,142  59 
Surplus  for  Policyholders  3,486,142  59 

HEAD  OFFICE 

Cor.  William  and  Cedar  Sts. 


Corning,  Cal. — Fire  on  the  Conklin 
ranch  destroyed   120  tons  of  hay  in- 


At    San    Pedro    17,000    barrels     of     gured  for  $9(K). 

crude  petroleum  leaked  out  of  a  scam-  _        .        ,          ,^        ,^        ,,r^r  -i-- 

.,        ,    ,      ,             ,             1               ,  Los  Angele."^. — Sam  1  up,  905  l^ront 

widened   tanker  and  spread  over  tlie  ,       ,       ,  ,    ,             ,  .          ,      -n   i 

„    ^        ,  ,       ^     ,.              ,  St.,  stumbled  over  his  coal  oil  lamp, 

harbor.      Fortunately,   floating  tiude  ^- 

Ulaze. 
petroleum  seldom  burns. 
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1792~^*^^  INSURANCE  AUTOMOBILE  INSURANCE— TQYr 

Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 


OF    PHILADELPHIA 


ASSETS, 


18,613,414.47 


Alliance   Insurance  Company 

OF     PHILADELPHIA 

ASSETS,      ...      $  2,399,489.00 


PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT: 

JAMES  C.  JOHNSTON,  General  Agent 

J.  K.  HAMILTON,  Asst.  General  Agent 

Alaska  Building,  324  Sansome  St.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPECIAL  AGENTS 


A.  C.  WRIGHT,  San  Francisco 

W.  F.  KUHL,   Los  Angeles 

M.  H.  REEVES,  Spokane,  Wash. 


F.  J.  MAYER,  San  Francisco 
WALTER    E.   BLISS,  Portland,  Ore 

G.  L.  CAMP,  Billings,  Montana 


FOREIGN 

New  Zealand  has  a  state  accident 
insurance  office,  which  some  of  the 
statesmen  believe  should  freeze  out  the 
private  corporations  and  do  all  the 
accident  business  at  a  25  percent  ex- 
pense ratio  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
dear  people.  New  Zealand  has  also  a 
state  fire  insurance  office,  but  as  yet 
nobody  in  the  house  of  representatives 
has  suggested  that  the  fire  insurance 
companies  be  frozen  out  of  business. 
But  of  course  in  a  socialistic  state  it 
may  come  to  this  finally.  Italy,  not 
at  all  bitten  by  the  socialism  bug, 
established  state  life  insurance  and 
fired  the  private  life  companies. 


The  Fireman's  Fund  has  its  Aus- 
tralian marine  office  at  16  Bond  street, 
Sydney. 


The    North    British    &    Mercantile 
writes  consequential  loss  insurance. 

In  New  Zealand  local  agents  receive 
10  percent  commission. 

FIRE 

The  new  U.  S.  managers  of  the  Svea 
are  Wennstrom  and  Mowry. 


lone,  Cal.,  Nov.  8.  —  Hay  on  the 
Walker  ranch  was  set  afire  by  incendi- 
aries. 


Spokane,  Nov.  20.  —  The  oldest  building 
in  our  business  district,  the  Swanson  hotel, 
a  3-story  frame,  was  burned  today.  Fire 
apparatus  delayed  several  minutes  by  a 
freight  train  which  blockaded  a  street-cross- 
ing. 


My  contemporary  L' Argus  speaks  of  the 
Zeppelins  as  "Les  Assassins  de  Pair," 
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Fire  Insurance 


ORGANIZED    179  7 


The  Norwich  Union  Fire  Insurance  Society,  Ltd. 

Of  Norwich,  Eng. 
Assets,   Over        ..... 
Losses  Paid,   Over        .... 

Pacific    Department  ; 
J.   L.   FULLER,   Manager 


$13,000,000.00 
$100,000,000.00 


FRANK    L.   HUNTER,  Asst.  Manager 


332  Pine  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


S] 


Pacific  Coast  Department 

Aachen    &    Munich 

Fire  Insurance  Company 
108-110  Sansome  Street,        -       San  Francisco,    Cal. 
A.    C.    OLDS,    Manager 


^ 


ACCIDENT 

In  Oakland  a  skidding  auto  killed  a 
woman.  Another  skidding  auto  the 
same  day  severely  injured  two  persons. 

Near  Wentalchee,  Wash.,  a  boulder 
weighing  two  tons  rolled  down  a 
mountain  side  and  crashed  through 
the  roof  of  an  express  car.  It  struck 
and  killed  the  messenger. 

On  this  Coast  recently  two  hunters 
were  killed  by  dogs'  feet  catching  the 
trigger  and  discharging  shotguns. 

New  York,  Nov.  25. — Oliver  Hum- 
phrey, a  broker,  is  perhaps  fatally 
wounded  today  as  a  result  of  slipping 
to  the  floor  while  slicing  a  loaf  of  bread. 
The  bread  knife  entered  liis  body  near 
the  heart  when  he  fell. 
HAIL 

In  the  South  the  contingent  com- 
mission question  is  real  and  pressing. 
The  agents  want  15  flat  and  10  con- 
tingent, but  the  companies  favor  I'iM 
each . 


The  Standard  has  had  a  cold  time 
Avith  the  hail  business  and  has  quit 
writing  it. 

An  Oklahoma  mutual  has  quit  be- 
cause of  excessive  hail  losses. 

Companies  are  feeling  out  the  Pa- 
cific Northwest  as  a  hail  field.  If  they 
succeed  —  and  losses  are  light  —  a 
mutual  will  Ijc  started. 

The  American  Central  will  soon 
write  hail  insurance  in  a  large  terri- 
tory. It  is  represented  by  Christensen 
&  Goodwin. 

The    Union  Mutual    Hail    of    Okla- 
homa is  paying  t)nly  35  cents   on    the 
100  and  will  wind  up. 
FIRE 

Now  that  tliere  is  no  more  surplus 
line  business,  the  California  state  in- 
surance department  rules  that  surphis- 
line  brokers  cannot  act  as  representa- 
tives of  unadmitted  companies  and 
surplus-line  policies  must  be  signed  at 
the  home  offices. 
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ATLAS 


Assurance  Company 

(LIMITED) 
Of  London,  England 

With  which  is  Incorporated  the 

MancKester  Assurance  G 


TOTAL  SECURITY,    •     ■    $25,000,000.00 

ASSETS  IN  UNITED  STATES,  $2,962,091.00 


Office:     lOO    Sansome   St., 


San  Francisco 


FRANK  J.  DEVLIIN,  Manager 

T.  M.  PALACME,  Assistant  Manage 


FIRE 

Quincy,  Plumas  co.,  Ctil.  —  Two 
fires  here,  on  succeeding  days.  Three 
dwellings. 

The  Red  River  Lumber  Co.,  in 
Lassen,  are  offering  $500  reward  for 
incendiaries. 

Secretary  Putnam  says  the  officers  of 
the  National  Locals'  Association  will 
be  glad  to  receive  suggestions  from 
agents  interested  in  these  various 
matters.  He  says  the  association 
movement   is  going  forward    and    the 


organization  is  needed  more  than  ever 
to  give  strength  to  the  local  agents' 
interest  in  cooperative  movements  af- 
fecting their  relations  with  public, 
legislature  and  companies. 

Stockton,  Dec.  3.  —  Home  of  Mrs. 
Frank  Miller  set  on  fire  with  piles  of 
oiled  rags  at  an  earh^  hour.  Mrs.  M. 
awakened  by  the  crackling  of  flames. 

Susanville,  Lassen  co.,  Cal.  — The 
M.  E.  church,  recenth'  burned,  is 
being  rebuilt.  The  standing  old  brick 
walls  are  being  used. 
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ARE  YOU  PLEASED? 

IF  NOT,  SEE 


US 


POLICIES    UP  TO   THE    MINUTE 

LITE,  ACCIDENT  and    HEALTH, 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    CALIFORNIA 

"THE   DURABLE  " 

Third  Floor  Grosse  Bldo.  LOS    AIVGELES.  CA.L. 


n 


NEW  YORK  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

Cash  Assets  January  1,  1915,  -  -        -         $26,954,099.46 

Net  Surplus  January  1,  1915,       -  -         -         -        7,543,103.12 

Surplus  to  Policyholders  January  1,  1915,       -  9,543,103.12 

Losses  Paid,  Over 175,642,504.00 

Manager 

F.   M.  BRANCH,  H.  R.  MANN  Jr.,   Assistant  Managers 
Pacific    Coast  Department:    339-3^t    Sansome     St.,    SAN    FRANCISCO 
SPECIAL  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS  ;  —  A.  E.  Bailey,  1213  Hoge  Bldg.  Seattle.  Wash.— H.  B.  Hagen,  512  Realty 
Bldg.,  Spokane,  Wash. —  V.  H.  Quitzow,  339-41  Sansome  St,  San  Francisco — A.  C.  Anderson. 
239  Van  Nuys  Bldgr-.  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


W.  R.  BROCK,  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice-President  and  General  Manager 

BRITISH  AMERICA  ASSURANCE  CO. 

OF  TORONTO  i  incorporated  1833 ) 

(EIRE) 

United  States  Assets $1,843,585.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,120,152.00 

Surplus S723,433.00 

MILLER,  HENLEY  &  SCOTT, 

340  California  Street,         -         -         -         San  Francisco 
General  Agents  for  OREGON,  WASHINGTON,  ALASKA  and  HAWAri 


COMPENSATION 

For  the  j'ear  ending  June  30  the 
California  I.  A.  C.  received  reports  of 
60,737  accidents.  The  number  is  fast 
increasing.  There  are  now  6,S5S  em- 
ployers "proter-ted"    and  many   poli- 


ticians have  jobs.     The  average  bene- 
fits paid  are  $30,000  monthly. 


The  Eagle  Fire  will  try-  to  get  the 
reinsurance  business  formerlj^  given 
German  and  Austrian  companies. 


The  Coast  Review  of  San  Francisco 
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FIRE 

Palo  Alto  (High  Tree),  Cal.,  Dec. 
4.  —  Confectionery  'factory  of  Ernest 
Wilson,  250  Emerson  street,  burned 
today. 

Grass  Valley,  Cal.,  Dec.  12.— At  2 
this  morning  the  Webster  rooming 
house,  Auburn  street,  was  burned. 

New  York  city  rates  are  lowest 
among  American  large  cities.  Aver- 
age rate  on  buildings  and  stocks  is  60 
cents. 

The  fire  in  the  C.  P.  R.  R.  snow- 
sheds  in  California  destroyed  1,924 
feet  of  rails  as  well  as  the  ties. 

Martinez,  Cal.,  Dec.  13. — Winery  of 
Frank  Digardi  burned,  also  house; 
loss  $13,000;  cause  defective  flue. 


Moscow,  Id.,  Nov.  30. — Restaurant 
range  fire  damaged  several  occupancies 
of  Urquehart  block. 

Rye,  Colo.,  Dec.  1.  —  Hotel  and 
stores  burned,  with  loss  of  $50,000. 

J.  .J.  Purcell,  assistant  general  agent 
of  the  Hartford  Fire  at  Chicago, 
recently  lectured  entertainingly  and 
neutrally,  on  "  The  Men  in  the 
Trenches,"  meaning  the  local   agents. 

Moss  Beach,  near  San  Fran.,  Dec. 
16. — Montara  inn,  to  be  reopened  this 
week,  burned  today.  Fire  caused  by 
over-heated  range.  A  drum  of  distil- 
late on  veranda  exploded.  Loss 
$8,000. 

TO   HOTEL    KEEPER:  You  are  authorized    to 
receive  subscriptions  for  this  magazine. 


Fire 


Automobile 


Marine 


Commercial  Union 

ASSURANCE    COMPANY,    Ltd. 

OF  LONDON,   ENGLAND 

Subscribed  Capital $  14,750,000 

PaidUp  Capital 1,475,000 

Total  Cash  Assets,  Gold 59,256,504 

Total  Liabilities,  including  re-insurance  reserve 49,292,061 

Cash  Surplus  to  Policyholders 9,964,423 

Total  Amount  of  Claims  Paid 186,673,461 

Assets  in  United  States  Held  by  Trustees,        $7,441,934 

ALL  LOSSES  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST  PROMPTLY  PAID  THROUGH  THE 
PACIFIC  COAST  BRANCH  OFFICE 

558  Sacramento  St.  San  Francisco 

E.  T.  NIEBLING,  Manager 

R.    C.   MEDCRAFT,   Assistant  Manager 
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-  .  _    ^^^t-^^t    INSURANCE  COMPANY 

American  c^cntrai         ,,,  st.  louis  Kstabushed  1853 

Assets.  $4,320,590        Surplus  to  Policyholc'ers.  $2,156,705        Losses  Paid.  $29,707,385 

^-        r>^--|    F.  &   IVl.   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

^t»     r  atll  of  St.   Paul.   Minn.  F.st:iblisht-<i  1865 

Assets.  $10,162,454     Surplus  to  Policyiiolders.  $4,216,643       Losses  Paid.  $47,792,188 

LLOYDS  PLATE  GLASS  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  NEW  YORK 
-  - ^^«i-:i^    F.  &  M.  UNDERWRITERS         Minnpsnfa     UNDERWRITERS 

Mercantile  ^t  st.  louis  minnesota      ^^  st.  Paui 

Assets $4,320,590  Assets      $10,162,454 

Surplus  to  Policyholders      2.156.705  Surplus  to  Policyhok'ers      2.156.705 

TERRITORY     California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho.  Montana.  Utah,  Nevada  and  Arizona 

CHRISTENSEN  &  GOODWIN,  Managers 

Pacific  Departme7it:—2S5  to  241  Sansome  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Fire  Association 

Organized  1817  Of  PHILADELPHL\  Began  on  Coast  1873 

PAID   $1,835,930  SAN   FRANCISCO  CONFLAGRATION   LOSSES 

Cash  Capital,  -  $    750,000.00  Cash  Assets,  -  $9,106,476.00 

Net  Surplus,  -  2,252,772.00  Policyholders  Surplus,       3,002,772.00 

PHILADELPHIA    UNDERWRITERS 

I  Insurance  Company  of  North  America  and  Fire  Association  of  PtiiladelpHia. 
Total  Assets,  -  $27,719,891.00  Surplus  to  Policyholders,  -  S11.87S,1S6.00 

Net  Losses  Paid  in  San  Francisco  in  1906.        -  -         $5,064,178.03 

FRANK  M.  AVERY,  Manager  for  Pacific  Coast 
SPECIAL    AGENTS  : 

T.  F.  O'GRADY,  San  Francisco:  GEO.  F.  STANIFORD,  Los  Angeles; Portland 

315  California  Street,  .  -  -  San  Francisco 


FOREIGN  arson,   has  been  taken  to  Calexico  to 

The  late  H.  C.  Buchenberger,  at  the  stand  trial  as  codefendant  with  W.  0. 

home  office  of  the   Hanilxirg-Bremen,  Truax. 

is  succeeded  by  Fritz  Meyer  as  manag-  Burright  identified  Bassett  as  one  of 

ing  director.  the  men  whu  tot)k  part  in  several   fires 

^'^^  in  Imperial  Valley. 
Blacksmith  to  Stand  Trial  on  Arson 

Charge  Placeiville,  Cal.,  Dec.  7. — Our  steam 

Oakland,    Nov.   20.  —  Afttr   l)eing  laundry  had  a  fire  today.     The  volun- 

identified  by  Lester  Burright,  alleged  teer    fire    department    and    the    high 

leader   of   a    state-wide    arson     Itand,  pressure  system   did   good    work    and 

George  K.  Bassett,  a  blacksmitli.  wlio  subdued    the    fire    within    tlie    drying 

was  arrested  last  week  in  MontaiKi   for  room. 
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Pacific  Department,  Insuran 

CONNECTICUT 

FIRE   INSURANCE   CO. 

ce  Exchange,   San  Francisco 

WESTCHESTER 

FIRE    INSURANCE    CO. 

OF 

HARTFORD 

ESTABLISHED    ISoO 

NEW  YORK 

ESTABLISHED    1837 

BENJ.  J.  SMITH, 

MANAGER 

PACIFIC     DEPARTMENT 


SPRINGFIELD 

r.  &i  M.   Ins.  Co. 

of  Springfield,    Mass. 

Largest    Fire   Insurance  Company   Chartered   by 

the  State  of  Massachusetts 

Incorporated  1849 

Total  Assets     $11,058,125  49 

Total  Liabilities 8.979,967  61 

Net  Surplus 1,990,436  53 

SURPLUSIO  POLICYHOLDERS,   $4,430,436.53 


NEWARK 

Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  Newark,  N.  J. 

Oldest   Fire  Insurance  Company  Chartered   by 

the  State  of  New  Jersey 

Incorporated  1811 

Total  Assets $  2,105,419  00 

Total  Liabilities 1,590,434  00 

Net  Surplus      590,434  00 

SURPLUS  10  POLICYHOLDERS,    $1,014,985.00 


li)0  Sfntsfnae   Street,  :  San  Froiieisro 

GEORGE  W.  DORNIN,  Manager         JOHN  C.  DORNIN,  Asst  Manager 

SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   AGENCIES 

F.J    R.WEBBER        GEO.  C.  CODDING         L.B.ROGERS      J.  E.  CR.ANDALL        C.H.ANDERSON 


FRANK  H.  YOUNG 


H.  K.  nouk.-;e 


Davis,  Cal.,  is  making  efforts  to  in-     water  user  lending   the   company  $25 
stall  a  a  high  pressure  system,  by  each     for  five  years. 
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The  "Home  Life" 

The  fifty-fifth  annual  statement  of  the  Home 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which  George 
E.  Ide  is  President,  presents  a  record  of  sub- 
stantial benefits  to  its  policyholders  during 
the  year  and  a  solid  growth  in  financial 
strength. 

Assets  increased  to  $30,631,248.70  after 
paying  to  policyholders  §3, 1 10,507  includ- 
ing dividends  of 

$571,024 

The  insurance  in  force  was  increased  by 
$4,533,420,  and  is  now 

gil20,893,433 

For  Agency  in  Northern  California,  apply  to 
JAS.  A.  LAWRENCE, 

Claus  Spreckels  Building,  San  Francisco,  Cat. 


National  Union 

Fire  Insurance   Company 

Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Cash  Capital,  .....        $1,000,000.00 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  ...       1,263,340.00 

Assets, 4,195,444.00 

DIXWELL  DAVENPORT,  Manager 

Metropolitan  Department, 

San  Francisco  National  Bank  Bldg..   454  ("alifornia 

Street,  San  Francisco 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES: 


-    Northern  California, 

454  California  Street,  San  Francisco 

E.  W.  HALL.  Bay  Counties. 
500  Syndicate  Bklg..  Oakland,  Cal. 

Wm.  M.  STODGHILL,  Southern  California. 

302  Stimson  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

HENRY  G.  GREEN,  Oregon.  British   Columbia  and 

Western  Washington.     722  White  lildg..  Seattle 

JAY  F.  PRICE,  Idaho.  Montana  and  Eastern 

Washington,    Address— Spokane,  Wash, 


GENERAL 

Words   Ending  in  "Ough" 

Note  this  list  of  words  ending  in 
ough,  the  pronunciation  of  the  more 
obscure  words    being  here  added,    so 

far  as  is  ascertainable  from  tin-    Hi-- 
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tionaries:  Messrs.  Gough  (gof),  Hough 
(huf)  and  Clough  (cluf) ,  though  tough 
enough,  thought  through  the  day  that 
thej'  would  visit  Mr.  Brough  (broo), 
who,  having  hiccough  (hickup)  and  a 
cough,  lived  in  a  clough  (cluf  or  clou), 
with  plenty  of  dough  and  a  tame 
chough  (chuf)  kept  near  a  plough  in  a 
rough  trough  hung  to  a  bough  over  a 
lough  (loch).  A  slough  (sluf)  of  the 
bank  into  the  slough  (slew)  injured 
his  thorouglibred's  hough  (hock)  . — St. 
Louis  Post -Dispatch. 
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FOR  YOU!      Local  and  Special  Agents,  Adjusters  and  Managers 


"FIRE  INSURANCE" 

By  WILLIAM  SEXTON 

The 

Veteran  Fire  Underwriter 

and  General  Adjuster 

Best  Book  Ever  Written  for  Adjusters  and  Special  Agents 
and  Ambitious  Local  Agents 


A    Practical    Subject    Handled   Entertainingly, 
Efficiently    and  Thoroughly 


This  Book  Is  Original,  Forceful,  Correct,  Instructive,  and 

of  Great  Practical  Service  to  All  Fire  Insurance  Men. 

There  Is  None  Other  Like  It 


A    V  eritable   V  ade  Mecum 


PRICES: 

Bound  in  Flexible  Leather $2. 00 

Bound  in  Flexible  Pegmoid 7. 75 

Bound  in  Flexible  Cloth     -------        L50 

Remit-by  Postal  Money  Order,  or  Draft  on  San  Fran- 
cisco or  INew  York,  or  add  5  cts  for  Collection  of 
Check  on  Local  Bank. 

Address 

THE  COAST  REVIEW 

122  HALLECK  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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AUTOMOBILE 

The  12-pass.  auto  stage  from  Wood- 
land to  Runisey  blew  up  and  was  de- 
stroyed. Insured  for  $1,000.  A 
broken  pipe  caused  the  explosion. 

At  454  Golden  Gate  ave. ,  San  Fran., 
a  garage,  leaking:  gasoline  was   ignited 
and  two  machines  were  burned. 
LIFE 
Alcohol  V.  Over-Eating 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  many 
people — we  might  almost  say  the  ma- 
jority— eat  more  than  is  good  for  them, 
and  a  learned  Professor  somewhere  or 
other  has  declared  that  more  people 
suffer  from  over-eating  than  from  the 
excessive  use  of  alcohol.  In  this  con- 
nection an  Austi'alian  "Policyholder," 
writing  to  the  Melbourne  Argus,  has 
suggested  that  the  question  in  the 
friend's  reports  required  by  insurance 
offices,  with  regard  to  intemperance, 
should  be  made  to  cover  eating  as  well 
as  drinking.  This  is  a  question  that 
may  very  well  be  left  to  the  medical 
examiner.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  friends' 
reports  are  dispensed  with  by  several 
offices,  and  by  some  others  are  looked 
upon  more  as  usi'ful  introductions  for 
agents  than  anytliing  else.  In  any 
case,  A  is  unlikely  to  know  whether 
his  friend  B,  who  "plays  a  good  knife 
and  fork,"  is  overdoing  his  part  in 
that  respect. — Insurance,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

Arkansas  is  to  have  the  capitalised 
Baptist  International  Life.  What 
was  it  that  the  little  boy  said  when  he 
dropped  his  nickel  in  the  contribution 
box? 

At  Minneapolis,  Thomas  L.  Shrvlin, 
head  of  a  big  corporation,  has  insured 


his  life  for  $1,500,000,  having  recently 
added  $1,000,000.  Being  an  athlete 
and  only  32,  all  companies  were  ready 
to  "get  on." 

"That  wasn't  a  bad  epigram  on  the 
magistrate's  part,"  said  the  somewhat 
educated  tramp,  who  had  been  con- 
victed for  vagrancy. 

"What  did  he  say?"  asked  the 
tramp's  pal. 

"Seven  days,"  came  the  reply. 

"That  ain't  no  epigram,  is  it?" 

"I'm  sure  it  is.  I  once  asked  a 
parson  what  an  epigram  was,  and  he 
says,  'it's  a  short  sentence  that  sounds 
light,  but  gives  you  plenty  to  think 
about. ' ' ' — Weekly  Telegram. 

Some  time,  reader,  you  will  receive 
a  brief  sentence  —  to  pay  the  debt  of 
Nature.  It  is  always  time  to  think 
about  it,  and  cover  the  contingency 
when  the  cost  is  cheapest — now.  The 
life  insurance  policy  in  force  is  a  heal- 
ing power  in  sickness  and  adds  to  the 
length  of  life  of  the  holder. 
LIABILITY 

Sacramento  carries  no  liability  in- 
surance. The  street  department  must 
therefore  pay  out  of  its  funds  $11. '25 
for  225  weeks  to  the  widow  of  an  em- 
ployee who  fell  from  his  cart  anil  was 
killed.  The  state  i.  a.  c.  made  the 
award. 

GENERAL 

Most  legislation  seems  disigned  to 
save  the  weak  so  that  they  may  nuilti- 
ply  and  increase,  or  to  rob  the  strong 
so  that  they  may  decrease. 

Peoria,  111.  (  .SO,  ()()()  pop.);  Sacra- 
mento (55,000  pop.);  Oakland  (165,- 
000  pop.);  all  have  alx>ut  the  same 
weekly  bank  clearings. 
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Shocking  rpi  , 

years   ago.       1  liere  are  always  earth- 
Several  shocks  of  earthquake  in  the      tremblings    in    the    vicinity     of    New 
Middle  West,  centered  at  Cairo,    111.,      Madrid,  Mo.,  not  far  from    Cairo,    at 
in  the  same  territory  where  there  was      the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and  the  .Mis- 
a  very  violent  earthquake  about    104      sissippi  rivers. 


Caledonian  Insurance  Company,  of  Scotland 

FOUNDED    1805 

"Thk    OmiiST   Scottish    Insuuanck   Offk.k." 

UNITED  STATES  HEAD  OFFICE  :       Caledonian  Building,  50-52  Pine  St.,  New  York 

CHAS.  H.  POST,  U.  S.  Mjjr.     R.  C.  CHRISTOPHER,  Asst.  U.  S.  Mgr. 

CALEDONIAN  AMERICAN  Insurance  Company    THE  SCOTCH  UNDERWRITERS 

PACIFIC   COAST   DEPARTMENT:     San  Francisco,  Cal.,     108-10  Sansome  Street 

A.  C.  OLDS,  Manager        Balfour,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  Directors 

FIELD  REPRESENTATIVES  : 
CHAS.  A.  COLVIN.  Supt.  of  Agencies,  Portland,  Or.     WARREN  CAMPBELL,  Special  Agt,  Los  Angeles 
ED.  E.  PANABAKER,  Special  Agt,  Sacramento,  Cal.     PAUL  ST.  JOHN,  Special  Agent,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIDELITY  &  CASUALTY  CO.  OF  NEW  YORK 

92  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  N.    Y. 
SEMI-ANNUAL   STATEMENT,  JUNE    30,  1915 

Assets $11,764,957  75 

Liabilities 8,129,567  28 

Capital 1,000,000  00 

Surplus  over  all  liabilities 2,635,390  47 

Losses  Paid  to  June  30,   1915 50,512,471  85 

This  company  issues  contracts  as  follows  : 
Fidelity  Bonds;  Surety  Bonds;  Accident,  Healtli,  and  Disability  Insurance;  Burglary,  Larceny,  and  Theft 
Insurance;  Plate  Glass  Insurance;  Liability  Insurance;  Employers,  Public,  Teams  ( Personal  Injury 
and  Property  Damage).  Automobile  (Personal  Injury,  Property  Damage  and  Collision),  Physicians, 
Druggists,  Owners  and  Landlords,  Elevator,  Workmen's  Compensation;  Steam-Boiler  Insurance, 
Fly-Wheel  Insurance. 

(  California— CHAS.  J.  BOSWORTH,  General  Agent.  Merchants  Exchange, 
Pacific  Coast  Department:  <  San  Francisco.         Washington  and  Oregon— SEELEY  &  CO..  lU  S.  10th 
(  St.,  Tacoma ;  Coleman  Bldg,  Seattle  ;  Board  of  Trade  Bldg,  Portland. 


THE  LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION 

Of     LONDON 

Cash    Assets.      .      .      .      $24,899,825.00 
THE  LONDON  UNDERWRITERS 

SPE(;L\L  AGENTS- C.  W.  Rohkeii.  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Ron  K.  Smith,  Portland.  Oregon; 
T.  S.  Hk.\th,  Denver;  .1.  E.  Johnsen,  Spokane;  P.  R.  Weinmann,  B.  L.  Pe.vfield,  .San  Francisco. 
Percy  J    Perky,  Seattle. 

A.  W.  THORNTON,   Manager 
J.  M.  MENDELL.  Assistant  Manager 

G.  E.  GOGGIN,  City  Manager 

W.M.  Hackett,  Supt.  of  Agents 
Pacific  Branch— Southeast  corner  Sansome  and  Pine  Sts.,  San  Francisco 
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ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIX  YEARS  OLD 

Nortk  Britisk  ^  Mercantile 

Insurance  Company 
Pacific  Department  of  the  United  States  Branch,  76  William  St.,  New  York  City 

ASSETS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  BRANCH  CO   Ql (.  QZl  f\t\ 

(which  are  but  a  small  part  of  total  fire  assets  of  the  Company)        .po,  7i<u,  7Uir.uu 

E.  G.  lilCHARDS,  Mauaffer 

W.  S.  BERDAN,  Deputy  Asst.  Manager 
GEORGE  M.  WARD,  Resident  Sec'y  Local  Dept. 

234  Pine  Street,  San  Francisco,  California. 

FIELD  representatives: 

E  J  Young,  201  American  Bank  Bldg.,  Seattle;  P.  W.  Gedney,  504  Empire  State  Bldg.,  Spokane,Wash., 
E  C  Willey,  164o  Tremont  St.,  Denver.  Colo.;  C.  Harris.  515  Title  Ins.  Bldg.,  Los  Angeles  ;  H.  E.Smith, 
24  Henry  Bldg.,  Portland,  Or.;    G.W.Dearborn,   F.  J.  Schoeneman.  C.  F.  Milliman,  San    Francisco. 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Every  Company  that  advertises  wants  Permanent 
Agents.  Have  you  any  business  ?  Are  you  about 
to  change  companies?  Are  you  newly  engaged  in 
Insurance?  Do  you  intend  to  go  into  the  business? 

TMEN 
Hustle!  Get  busy!  Write  to  our  Advertisers. 
Don't  be  verbose  nor  uncertain.  Don't  write  from 
Los  Angeles  or  Portland  or  Seattle  and  ask  some 
big  company,  Are  you  represented  here?  Of 
course  the  company  is  represented  there  Proba- 
bly it  is  represented  everywhere.  But  it  may  be 
contemplating  a  change,  or  its  present  agent  may 
be  flirting  with  the  special  of  another  company. 

It  Will  Do  No  Marm 

to  get  on  the  waiting  list.  It  is  legitimate  for  you 
to  write  modestly,  "Consider  me    an    applicant  if 

you  want  another  agent  here."     "I  control  $ 

in  premiums."     "My  business  is  chiefly  . 

"I  want  a  company,  and  if  you  are  unrepresented 
in  this  town  or  contemplate  a  change  of  represent- 
ation let  me  submit  particulars  to  you." 

If  you  can  write  some  life  or  accident  business 
on  the  side  or  exclusively,  the  live  companies 
which  advertise  are 

Looking  For  You 

They  will  give  you  the  glad  hand  and  the  warm 
eye  They  will  pay  you  a  handsome  commis- 
sion, too. 


Scottish  Union  and  National 

Insurance     Company 
Of    Great    Britain. 

Organized  1^24, 

FIRE    -     LIGHTNING     -    TORNADO 
AUTOIVIOBILE     -     SPRINKLER    LEAKAGE 


North  American  Branch: 

Hartford,  Conn. 

JAMES  H.   BREWSTER 
MANAGER. 


FIELD    REPRESENTATIVES: 

FRED  \V.  (iASTOX.  Tacoma,  Wash.. 

Oregon,  Washington,  British  Columbia. 

JOHX  L.  REAMS,  State  Agent, 

706  Gas  and  Electric    Bldg.,  Denver,  Colo., 

Colorado,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  lUah, 

n.  C.  EDMUNDSON,   Realty  Building, 

Spokane,  Wash., 

Montana  and  Idaho 

H.  W.  FORES.  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

General  Agent,  California,  Nevada,  .\rizona. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE: 

420  Montgomery  Street 


The  registration  of  births  seems  to 
be  of  more  interest  to  Japanese  in  Cal- 
ifornia than  to  the  white  population, 
for  during  the  year  1914,  in  propor- 
tion to  population,  three  Japanese 
births   were  registered  with  the    (\ili- 


fornia  state  board  of  health  to  every 
wliite  birth.  Japanese  associations 
scattered  throughout  California  pay 
close  attention  to  birth  registration, 
in  order  tliat  all  Japanese  children 
born  in  California  may  establish  their 
legal  status  as  American  citizens. 
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Rome  fell  because  it  did  not  have 
conscription  and  because  it  held  its 
citizenship  cheaph^  The  best  of  the 
Romans  were  sacrificed  in  battle,  and 
later  the  legions  were  composed  largely 
of  hired  adventurers  who  were  bribed 
with  donatives.  The  Romans  them- 
selves had  become  unwarlike.  Large 
bodies  of  barbarian  soldiers  had  been 
incorporated  with  the  army,  which  at 


no  time  exceeded  half  a  million  men. 
The  bars  of  citizenship  were  let  down 
and  a  vast  number  of  spiritless  and 
unpatriotic  aliens  were  honored  with 
the  name  and  privileges  of  a   Roman. 

The  Texas  Fidelity  &  Bonding  Co. 
is  to  go  into  a  receivership. 

A  state  may  soon  have  a  bond  com- 
mission department,  and  compete  with 
the  bonding  companies. 


W.  R.  BROCK.  President  W.  B.  MEIKLE,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE   CO. 

OF  TORONTO  (incorporated  1851) 

United  States  Assets $2,578,165.00 

Liabilities  in  United  States 1,524,276.00 

Surpltis ,  .    .    .    .    $1,070,34:7 '7 5 

PACIFIC  COAST  DEPARTMENT 

34^0    CALIFORNIA   STREET        ...         SAN  FRANCISCO 

MILLER.  HENLEY  &  SCOTT,  Managers. 


TOIAL  ASSETS  REPRESENTED,  OVER  $20,000,000.00. 

Svea  Insurance  Co. 

of  Gothenburg 

Agricultural  Insurance  Co, 

of  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

Globe  &  Rutgers  Fire  Ins.  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Globe  Underwriters  Agency 

of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

First  National  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chicago  Bonding  &  Surety  Co. 

of  Chicago.  III. 

Sea  Insurance  Co.,  Ltd. 

of  Liverpool,  Eng. 


Edward  Brown  &  Sons 

GENERAL  AGENTS 

202  -  204   Sansome  St.,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


22,000     EDITION 

It   Is  for  All   Local  Agents 
12th   EDITION 

Pacific  Fire  Manual 

( formerly  the  Otey  Manual ) 

PRICE  $1.25 

Recommended  by  General,  Special 
and  Local  Agents 


For  Sale  by  the  Coast  Review 
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CALIFORNIA 

California's  1915  grape  crop  brought 
$18,000,000. 

Nearly  an  inch  of  rain  fell  in  Los 
Angeles,  December  4,  within  an  hour. 

Spenceville,  Cal.,  Nov.  20.  — In 
early  days  the  Spence  Mineral  Co. 
operated  a  big  force  here  in  copper 
mining  and  making  mineral  paint. 
The  buildings  recently  burned,  idle  a 
long  time,  were  uninsured  and  will 
not  be  rebuilt. 

Down  at  Han  ford  a  meiuber  of  the 
Berry  family  was  presented  with  his 
bill  at  a  restaurant.  He  fainted.  A 
kiiid  patron  helped  him — helped  him- 
self to  Berry's  pocket-book.  What 
would  have  happened  had  it  been  a 
San  Francisco  restaurant? 

Arbuckle,  Cal. — A  reel  in  a  movie 
caught  tire.  The  picture  machine 
operator  knocked  the  reel  out  of  the 
machine  and  the  blazing  mass  fell 
through  a  trap  door  into  the  ticket 
office,  bai'ely  missing  Sybil  Herrill,  the 
ticket  vendor.  The  reel  was  kicked 
into  the  street  and  extinguished  before 
iir\y  damage  was  done  to  the  build- 
ing. 

The  Lodi  Sentinel  is  a  handsome 
tri-weekly.  One  issue  was  devoted  to 
the  new  Hotel  Lodi,  a  building  and 
hostelry  Avorthy  a  much  larger  town. 
This  brick  hotel  has  four  tire  escapes. 
On  each  floor  there  are  three  fire  hose, 
which  connect  directly  Avith  the  city 
mains.  On  the  roof  are  fire -lighting 
pipe  attachments.  This  building  was 
elected  by  the  citizens  of  northern  San 
Joaquin  at  a  cost  of  $125,000.  Lodi 
is  the  center  of  the  largest  water-ni^lon 
district  in  the  West. 


FIDELITY   AND    SURETY 

It  is  alleged  the  secretary  of  the 
Dominion  Oil  Co.  of  Bakersfield,  Cal., 
embezzled  a  sum  exceeding  $545,000. 
This  livel}^  cashier  is  named  N.  M. 
Crosett.  He  is  under  arrest.  The 
accused  and  his  friends  in  the  company 
say  the  alleged  deficit  is  merely  a 
matter  of  bookkeeping. 

Surety  companies  may  "get  in  bad" 
with  the  people  and  end  in  state  surety 
insurance.  Some  too  zealous  surety 
or  bonding  iieople  have  secured  special 
legislation,  Avhich  usually  acts  as  a 
boomerang.  In  a  recent  case  they 
ignored  notices  of  cancellation  and 
successfully  sued  for  premiums  never 
earned  because  there  had  been  no 
liability.  Politics  and  arrogance  and 
extortion  will  surel}^  end  in  restric- 
tive or  prohibitorj"  legislation. 

The  American  Surety  has  been 
forced  by  competition  to  engage  in 
other  branches  of  business.  For  the 
"steenth"  time  it  has  changed  its  San 
Francisco  representation . 

The  American  Fidelity  has  again 
made  a  bad  record.  Judgment  against 
it  in  Illinois  for  failing  to  pay  $75,000 
bond  guaranteeing  the  deposits  of  a 
politician's  bank.  The  other  compan- 
ies paid.  The  Vermont  company 
blames  its  reinsurers. 

The  National  Surety  and  the  U.  S. 
F.  &  G.  are  paying  30  percent  surety 
commissions  in  the  East. 


It  is  the  unexpected  that  happens, 
except  when  you  try  to  open  a  car 
window. 

The  American  Sunday  daily  paper 
makes  a  fine  Mondaj'  firc-kindler,  but 
it  is  hard  on  the  forest. 
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Roya!  Exchahge  Assurance      I    ^  Ji^  ^^  '^  ^)  ]M^ 


OF      LONDON 


Incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  A.  D.  1720 

Total  Assets  Exceed  $35,000,000.00 

A  Successful  Record  of  Nearly  Two  Hundred  Years. 
Losses  Paid  During  That  Time  Exceed 

$230,000,000.00 


United  States  Branch,  92  William  St.,  New  York  City 


R.  D.  HARVEY,  United  States  Mgr. 


LAWRENCE  F.  LAMPING,    State  Agent 

For    Oregron,  Washin^on    and    Northern    Idaho 

310  BURKE  BUILDING,  SEATTLE 


I 


nsurance 


Offi 


ice 


(LIMITED) 

OF  HONGKONG.  CHINA 

Capital  paid  up  (Gold)  -  -  $  250,000  00 
Cash  Assets  (Gold)  -  -  -  2,745,650  72 
Net  Surplus  over  Capital  (Gold)  1,941,508  60 
Bonds  oil  deposit  in  the  U.  S.        -       399,500  00 

The  above  Company  conducts 

a  general  Marine  Insurance 

business. 


PARROTT    &  CO.,  General  Agents 

Since  January,  1882 

J.  J.  THEOBALD,  Manager 

320  California  Street,  San   Francisco 

[Babcock    Building] 


PHCENIX 

Assurance  Company,  Ltd. 

Of  London 
ESTABLISHED   1782 


AV.   IRVIJVG 

General   Agent    for   Pacific  Coast 

E.  C.  F.  KNOWLES 
Assistant  General  Agent 


3  43     SANSOME     STREET 

Security  Building 

(  Entrance  on  Halleck  Street ) 

San    Francisco 


The  Employers*  Liability 
Assurance  Corporation,  Ltd. 

OF    LONDON 
Hkad  Office  for  Unitf.d  States: 

Employers'  Liability  Building 

33  Broad  St.,  Boston 

Samuel  Appleton,  U.  S.  Manager 


Accident  Policies 

Of  all  kinds  at  very  lovir  rates- 
Employers  Liability  Policies  in- 
demnifying employers  against 
•  claims  for  accidents  to  employes. 
Individual,  Fidelity  Bonds  and 
Accident  Policies.  Workmen  s 
Benefit  Policies.  Vehicle  Insur- 
ance. General  Liiability  Policies 
on  buildings.  Elevator  insurance. 

CHAS.  J.  OKELL  &  CO. 

General  Agents,        -        -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal    Insurance    Building 
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Fearless  and  Ju^ 


BUSINESS 

Municipal  railwaj-s  in  San  Francisco 
are  an  experiment  of  doubtful  success. 
He  is  presumptuous  indeed  who  con- 
cludes from  any  figures  or  appearances, 
thus  early,  that  these  roads  are  mak- 
ing or  will  make  any  profit,  warrant- 
ing the  risks  of  looting  and  inefficient 
management  which  the  municipality 
has  rashly  assumed.  The  Exposition 
was  a  source  of  profit  to  the  roads. 
At  great  expense,  two  lines  were  built 
expressly  to  transport  visitors  to  and 
from  the  grounds.  These  lines  will 
not  pay  a  profit,  and  Avill  be  partly 
abandoned ;  but  their  cost  must  appear 
iu  any  correct  statement.  The  state- 
ments framed  up  by  the  management, 
to  show  large  profits,  have  not  included 
the  costs  of  repairs,  renovation  and 
replacements  which  a  little  age  im- 
poses on  a  street  car  line.  We  pre- 
dict that  some  day  San  Francisco  will 
wake  up  to  find  that  her  boasted 
municipal  railroads  are  operated  at  a 
loss  by  her  politicians. 


GENERAL 

Labor  Booth 

At  the  Exposition  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  had  a  large  booth, 
filled  with  books  and  pamphlets,  and 
magazines  and  newspapers,  setting 
forth  the  grievances,  oVijects  and  ac- 
complishments of  organiztMl  manual 
labor.  Along  the  walls  were  diagrams 
of  wages,  and  of  strikes  won  and  lost. 

The  exhibit  was  interesting  l>ut  un- 
satisfactory'.  It  got  nowhere.  The 
really  important  things  received  no 
attention.  Noluxly,  reading  all,  enuld 
<ay  that  the  unions  had  accomplisind 


anything  beyond  turmoil  and  black- 
mailing and  rewards  for  practiced  agi- 
tators. 

There  were  no  diagrams  or  parallel 
columns  showing  increased  wages  and 
increased  cost  of  living. 

There  was  no  presentation  of  wages- 
gains  b}'  strikes  and  of  losses  of  wages 
by  months  of  idleness  by  strikers. 

There  was  no  showing  of  homes 
owned  by  workers,  now  and  before  the 
unions. 

There  was  no  proud  reference  to  the 
government  of  San  Francisco  by  or- 
ganized labor  under  Mayor  Schmitz. 

Unions,  we  doubt  not,  have  accom- 
plished 5ome  things  that  are  good,  but 
not  near  so  many  as  claimed.  Some 
employers  are  unprincipled  and  can 
be  held  in  check  only  by  labor  unions 
and  the  big  stick  of  a  strike.  Pity  'tis 
true. 

We  are  not  hostile  to  organizations 
of  any  kind  of  workers.  They  are 
necessary  in  the  absence  of  minimum 
wage  and  hours-limit  laws;  they  are 
necessarj^  to  curb  destructive  competi- 
tions which  benefit  nobody  and  im- 
poverish many;  they  are  necessary  to 
preserve  capital  and  insure  employ- 
ment. 


MARINE 

London,  Dec.  2. — In  November  53 
Britisli  steamers  were  sunk,  with  a  loss 
of  646  lives;  and  35  British  sailing 
vessels  were  sunk,  with  a  loss  of  6 
lives.  Only  20  of  the  steamei-s  were 
sunk  by  German  warships,  and  10  by 
mines.  On  steamers  sunk  by  war- 
ships 405  lives  were  lost.  Further 
reports  for  November  will  be  received. 
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ESTABLISHED     1873 

Office   of   Ecl\var(l   E.    Potter 

General     Agent 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  losses  after  the  conflagration. 

THE    FIRST    OFFICE    to  commence  paying  in  full  the  face  of  the  policies,    without  discount,  for 

cash  or  exchange. 
THE    ONLY    GENERAL    AGENCY  that  remained  in  San  Francisco  where  its  patrons  suffered. 
THE    ONLY    OFFICE    that  did  not  compel  its  patrons  to  go  to  the  expense  and  trouble   of  going 

to  Oakland  for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims. 
THE    EDW.   E.  P0TTP:R    GENERAL  AGENCY  commenced  business  in  1873  and  has  never 

represented  a  company  that  was  unable  to  pay  its  losses  in  his,  the  Pacific  Coast  Department. 

Get  the  Best   Insurance   While   You  Are   About  It 
It   Costs    No    More 


OLD   AND 
TRIED 


GLENS  FALLS  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New   York  Incorporated  1849 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .   .  $5,212,525  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .   .    .  $2,319,300  00 

SECURITY  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  New  Haven  Incorporated  1841 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .  $3,889,296  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  802,506  00 

GIRARD  FIRE  AND  MARINE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Philadelphia  Incorporated  1853 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders   .    $1,893,309  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits    ...  $  432.560  00 

FIREMEN'S    INSURANCE    COMPANY 

Of  Newark  Incorporated  1855 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $6,565,223  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .  $2,720,038  00 

EASTERN  UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders    .    .    .    §3,053,576  00        UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    $811,504  00 

GERMAN -AMERICAN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Of  Pittsburg  Incorporated  1873 

SURPLUS  to  Policyholders  .    .  $1,080,978  00       UNDIVIDED  Profits  .    .    .     $173,718  00 

EDWARD  E.   POTTER,  General  Agent 

W.    W.  POTTER,  Assistant  General  Agent 

Potter  Building,  578  Sacramento  Street,  San  Francisco,  Gal. 
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In  its  45th  year 


ACCIDENT 

In  Oregon  a  railway  passenger  slipt 
as  he  stept  off  his  car,  and  fell  with 
his  arm  across  the  rail.      Amputation. 

A  Sissons,  Cal.,  man  fell  as  he  stept 
off  the  train.  The  bowl  of  a  corn-col) 
pipe  in  his  mouth  struck  the  ground 
as  he  fell  on  his  face  and  the  stem 
was  driven  two  inches  into  his  neck. 
LIFE 

The  Australian  Mutual  Provident 
Society  has  $170,000,000  assets,  of 
which  $65,000,000  is  invested  in  loans 
or  mortgage.  The  ordinary  depart- 
ment yields  $12,500,000  premiums 
yearly.  The  new  industrial  depart- 
ment is  a  success. 

The  Germania  Life  paid  in  the  first 
year  of  the  war  $167,166  soldier  death 
claims,  through  its  Berlin  office.  The 
reserve  on  the  policies  was  $21,716. 
FIRE 
Hotel  Gibson,  ^lason  street,  San 
Francisco,  attempt  to  burn. 

Oakland. — -Second  attempt  to  burn 
387  Fifth  St. 

Richmond.  —  Mrs.  Hine,  charged 
with  burning  her  home,  heavily  in- 
sured, is  under  arrest. 

Local  agents  at  Orovillc,  Cal.,  say 
fire  rates  are  "excessive.  "  They 
know.  What  about  the  water  press- 
ure in  the  upper  stories? 

A  Butte  CO.,  Cal.,  farmer  Imd  an 
altercation  with  an  I.  W.  W.  Later 
the  farmer's  barn  and  contents  were 
set  on  fire. 


TO  COAST  PAPERS 

Please  impress  on  your  readers  that  the  fire  prem- 
ium rate  is  based  on  the  fire  loss  —  and  on  the  spec- 
ial taxes. 

When  you  report  a  fire  or  death  or  accident,  give 
particulars  of  the  insurance.  Local  insurance  agents 
will  gladly  aid  you. 

"The  Coast  Review"  will  cheerfully  give  you  any 
information  you  may  want  as  to  companies  and  con- 
tracts. 

"The  Coast  Review"  warns  YOU  against  pub- 
lishers' "adjustment"  collection  agencies,  whose 
raw  methods  make  enemies  for  you  and  make  no  col- 
lections which  you  cannot  make  yourself. 

Please  hand  "The  Coast  Review'  to  the  second 
best  insurance  agency  in  your  town. 

ICeep  a  book  record  of  the  fires  and  losses  in  your 
town,  and  urge  the  authorities  to  increase  fire  protec- 
tion as  population  increases. 

You  can  copy  anything  from  these  pages  which 
may  be  useful,  with  or  without  credit. 


GENERAL 

Some  of  the  European  war  trenches 
are  30  feet  deep. 

Exploded  mines  which  heap  up  and 
depress  the  soil,  and  bury  fighting 
men  are  as  wide  as  50  feet  and  as  long 
as  150. 

A  man  in  Xapa,  Cal.,  killed  him- 
self because  he  was  afflicted  with  tuber- 
culosis. But  first,  having  read  in  the 
foolish  daily  papers  the  foolish  state- 
ment that  tuberculosis  is  inherited,  he 
killed  his  4-year-old  son. 

She — What,  Fanny  .Jones  engaged? 
Well,  I've  always  said  that  no  matter 
how  homely  a  girl  niay  lie  there's 
always  some  fool  ready  to  marry  her. 
Who's  the  i)oor  man? 

He — I  am. — Boston  Transcript. 


STABILITY  AND  STRENGTH 


RESOURCES    OVER     $52,000,000.00 


SUN  INSURANCE  OFFICE 


OF  LONDON 


COLONIAL 

FIRE   UNDERWRITERS 
AGENCY 


MECHANICS  &  TRADERS 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


NATIONAL 

OF  HARTFORD 


MICHIGAN 

FIRE  AND  MARINE 
OF  DETROIT 


SUN 


UNDERWRITERS  AGENCY 
OF  LONDON 


PACIFIC     DEPARTIVIENT 

WILLARD  0.  WAYMAN-CARL  A.  HENRY 


JOINT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


FRANK  E.  STONE  MAXWELL  H.  THOMSON 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  AGENTS 


Sansome  and  Sacranrento  Streets 

San    Prancisco,   Calif. 

Branch  Offices  :    Los  Angeles,  CaL,  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and 
Spokane,  Wash.,  and  Denver,  Colo. 


AGENTS  WANTED  IN   EVERY  CITY,  TOWN  AND  VILLAGE. 


1863 


FIRE 


52nd  YEAR 


AUTOMOBILE 


Organized  in  1863 


1915 


MARINE 


Fireman's  Fund 

Insurance  Company 

Incorporated  under   the    Laws  of  California. 

4  01  California  Street  -        San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Company's  Building 

Capital,  $1,500,000.00         Assets,  $10,175,434.49 


BERNARD  FAYMONVILLE 

PRESIDENT 

J.  B.  LEVISON 

VICE  -  PRESIDENT 

LOUIS  WEINMANN 

SECRETARY 

A.  W.  FOLLANSBEE.  Jr. 

MARINE   SECRETARY 

T.  M.  GARDINER 

TREASURER 


H.  P.  BLANCHARD 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

JOHN  S.  FRENCH, 

ASSISTANT  SECKETARY 


Central  Department 

JOHN  MARSHALL,  Jr.,  Manager 
39  South  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


Eastern  Department 

A.  K.  SIMPSON,  Manager 

J.  W.  Little,  Ass't  Manager 

Mason  Building  Boston,  Mass. 


Soutfieastern  Department 

E.  T.  GENTRY,  Manager 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


Atlantic  Marine  Department 

FRANZ  HERRMANN.  Manager 

79-85  Wall  Street,  New  York 


'gf-. 


